ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


833  02282  4368 


. 1 '-r-RiC AL 

REYNOLLK-.  n--  ' letcTION 

genealogy  CO^LL 


I 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2016 


https://archive.org/details/historyoftexasto02unse 


::tt?  - 

OF 

TOGETHER  WITH  A 


Kt,\ 


Milam,  Williamson,  Bastrop, 
Travis,  Lee  # Burleson 
Counties. 


Contaiqirig  a Coqcisc  History  of  the  State,  with  Portraits  agd  biographies  of  ' 

j 

Prorqiperi*  Citii’ori:-  of  the  above  o.a.ped  Coiioities,  aqd  Personal  Histories 


of  Maqu  of  the  barfi  Settlers  aqd  Leading  Families. 


"Biography  ;.s  rhe  only  trw‘  history." ■■Emerson. 


h.Z. 

oiaric'-  A 3-0 


THE  LEWIS  PUBLISHING  COMPANY. 


< -< 


IHSTOHY  OF  TFXAS. 


4IG 


At  the  ;u;e  uf  pixteini,  he  l)oa;m  to  look 
al)ont  liim  I'oi-  a vocation  in  which  to  carve 
out  his  own  tortune,  and  as  liis  fatlier  and 
grandfather  before  lum  had  heen  successfnl 
in  mercantile  pursuits,  he  concluded  to  fol- 
low in  their  illustrious  footsteps.  Accord- 
ingly, in  order  to  guin  a ])ractical  knowl- 
edge of  that  line,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
E.  l ielo,  prosperous  merchant  of  Salem,  North 
(’arolina,  where  he  was  for  numher  of  yeai-s 
associated  with  his  employer’s  son,  A.  II.  Belo, 
who  is  well  known  to  all  Te.xansasthe  present 
publisher  of  the  Galveston  and  Dallas  Nows. 
Mr.  Bitting  continued  to  be  thus  occupied 
until  the  breakincr  out  of  the  civil  war,  at 
which  time  there  was  a great  demand  for  all 
patriotic  men  to  defend  tlie  South  and  her 
time- honored  institutions. 

Although  but  a lad  of  eighteen  years,  Mr. 
Bitting  had  developed,  under  the  excitement 
of  the  times,  into  mature  manhood,  and  with 
all  the  devotion  of  his  nature  offered  his 
services  and  life,  if  necessary,  to  the  defense 
of  his  beloved  home.  He  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K of  the  Eorty-eighth  North  Carolina 
Infantry,  his  regiment  being  a part  of  Gen- 
eral A.  r.  Hill’s  corps  and  joined  to  the 
Virginia  army.  He  participated  in  thehistoric 
seven  days’  light  in  front  of  Hichimnid  and 
received,  on  the  third  day  of  the  battle,  a 
severe  wound  in  the  left  breast,  wdiich  nearly 
cost  him  his  life,  the  ball  passing  through 
his  body  under  his  arm  and  coming  out  at 
his  back.  He  suft'ei-ed  from  this  wound  for 
three  m.onths,  when  he  i-ejoined  his  regiment 
at  "Winchester.  V^irginia,  and  took  part  itt 
the  battles  of  Bap])ahannock  ainl  the  AV^ilder- 
ness.  The  commainl  was  then  sent  to  pi-otect 
the  coast  of  the  Cai-olinas,  but  returned  iti 
tiim'  to  take  part  in  tlu'  battles  of  Fi'eihnncks- 
burg,  alse.ithe  tight  which  hdloweel  llu‘  mine 
exnlosion  near  Beter.-.buro,  Vdndnia.  Mr. 
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Hitting  was  promoted  as  Second  Hientonant 
I after  tlu‘  leatth'  of  FiX“dcricksbni'<>-,  and  was 

I 

I later  com mis.-ioned  Captain  of  his  company. 
At  the  time  of  the  sui-render.  Captain  Bit- 
ting was  at  home  on  a furlomdi,  and  while 
there  was  captui'ed  during  Stoneman’s  raid 
through  Carolina.  Thei'o  was  a little  ro- 
mance connected  with  his  release.  General 
Balmer,  then  in  charge,  was  rpiartered  at  the 
home  of  C'aptain  Bitting’s  sweetheai-t,  and 
she  by  hci-  amiable  disposition  and  interest- 
ing manner  made  a favorable  impression  on 
the  general,  who,  throuch  her  intercession, 
gratited  Captain  Bitting  a parole,  and  shortly 
afterward  the  stniggle  closed. 

After  the  war.  Captain  Bitting  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  at  Salisbury,  North 
Cai’olina,  and  there  continued  merchandisino- 
with  a reasonable  degree  of  success  until  1873. 
But  the  I'avages  of  war  had  left  their  impn’nt 
on  the  old  States,  and  it  was  a slow  process 
to  build  up  a fortune  in  that  locality.  Ac- 
cordingly Captain  Bitting  decided  to  close 
out  his  business  there  and  seek  a location  in 
a new  country,  where  the  opportunities  for  a 
young  man’s  advancement  were  greater. 
Taking,  therefore,  Horace  Greeley’s  advice, 
he  came  "West  to  Texas,  and  after  a pi'ospect- 
ing  tour,  vi.-ited  this  rich  section  of  the  coun- 
try, which  -was  then  an  almost  uncultivated 
prairie.  The  soil,  however,  was  most  fertile, 
and  a short  time  previously  the  Houston 
A Texas  Central  Railroad  Company  had 
located  a station  at  the  point  where  Manor 
now  stands.  Captain  Bitting’s  judgment 
told  him  that  a country  like  this  could  not 
long  remain  undeveloped,  and  he  thus  con- 
cluded to  try  his  chances  at  thi.s  place.  He 
accordingly  cmbarke(l,  in  a small  way,  in 
the  general  merchandise  business,  nor  was  he 
in  error  in  his  predictions,  for  in  tlu‘  short 
period  of  twemty  years  this  section  of  Tiaivis 
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county  has  advanced  fi'uni  a most  spaively 
settled  to  a thi(d<ly  populated  eommuuity 
of  prosperous  jjlantei's.  (taptaiu  IJittino's 
husiuess  has  kept,  pace  with  the  paaiwth  of 
the  country,  and  as  the  hitter  lias  developed 
he  has  enlar<red  his  supply  to  meet  the  de- 
mands (if  his  constantly  increasiuij:  trade. 

When  he  settled  hei-e  Manor  was  simply  a 
little  station  out  cm  the  prairie  on  a new 
railroad,  and  he  embarked  in  l)^siue^'  in  a 
small  frame  buildiui^  and  in  a small  way. 
lie  now  has  a laimo,  handsome  bi-ick  store 
house,  75. \ 100  feet,  which  would  be  a credit 
to  any  city  in  Te.xas,  and  he  carries  a gen- 
eral stock  of  mei’chandise,  amounting  to 
about  §20,000,  and  does  a business  of  from 
§50,000  to  §60,000  annually,  while  the  town 
of  Manor  has  o’rown  to  be  the  second  laro- 
est  city  in  Travis  county.  In  connection 
wdth  his  extensive  mercantile  pursuits,  the 
Captain  has  large  agricultural  interests,  owm- 
iu(T  3,000  aci’cs  of  the  best  soil  in  Texas, 
1,000  acres  of  which  are  under  a high  state 
of  cultivation.  llesides  these  vaidous  in- 
terests, he  is  the  correspondent  in  Manor  for 
all  the  banks,  for  wdiich  he  collects,  there 
being  no  bank  in  the  place. 

The  Captain’s  prosperity  is  due  to  a com- 
bination of  causes,  amono-  which  his  affable 
disposition,  honorable  and  upright  business 
principles  and  courteous,  accommodating 
tro.atment  of  his  patrons,  play  a jirominent 
part,  winning  for  liim  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community  and  the 
State  at  large,  while  he  enjoys  a jiopularity 
which  is  seldom  experienced  by  the  prosper- 
ous men  of  the  country,  lie  has  ln-en  among 
the  foremost  to  contribute  his  moans  and  in- 
fluence to  aid  every  laudable  eutei’prise 
having  for  its  obiect  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
munity; and  it  is  undisputed  fact  that  he  has 
done  liis  full  share  in  the  up-lmilding  of 


Manoi-  and  the  dovidopmeut  of  the  suri'ound- 
ing  country,  which  locality  now  has  the 
I’ejiutation  of  being  one  of  the  most  desir- 
able places  for  a home  in  Te.xas,  owing  to  the 
educational,  i-eligious  and  moral  advantages. 

AVliilo  the  Captain  has  his  time  and  at- 
tention fully  occupied  by  his  various  |)Ci'sonal 
interests,  he  is  not  unmindful  of  his  social 
obligations  as  a citizen,  as  is  demonstrated 
by  his  able  service  in  the  capacity  of  a mem- 
ber of  the  Hoard  of  Dii-cctors  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  to  which  position  he  was 
ap]iointed  during  the  administration  of 
Covernor  S.  S.  Ross.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
l)cr  of  the  IMasonic  fraternity,  in  which  he 
has  taken  all  the  deoi'ees,  and  is  also  an  Odd 
Fellow  of  prominence  and  a Knight  of 
Honor.  While  not  an  aspirant  for  political 
preferment,  he  uses  his  influence  in  favor  of 
the  Democratic  party. 

Captain  Bitting  was  first  married  in 
Yadkin  county,  North  Carolina,  September 
1,  1865,  to  Miss  Julia  E.,  daughter  of  Dr. 
George  Wilson,  an  eminent  professional  man 
of  the  Old  North  State.  To  this  union  were 
born  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Reuben  E.,  in  business  with  his 

father;  Eugenia  Hampton,  wife  of  William 
L.  Bitting,  a successful  druggist  of  Sherman, 
Texas;  Lizzie,  Leigh  and  Julia,  at  home. 
Captain  Bitting  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  death  of  his  estimable  wife  in  1885,  in 
which  bereavement  he  had  the  sympathy  of 
all  who  knew  and  appreciated  her  in  many 
worthy  qualities  of  mind  and  heart.  August 
3,  18U3,  he  suffered  another  affliction  in  the 
loss  of  his  daughter  Florence,  a beautiful  girl 
just  blooming  into  womanhood,  who  was 
called  to  join  her  mother  in  that  home  which 
knows  no  pai'ting.  In  Austin,  Texas,  in 
1887.  Captain  Littiug  was  again  maridcd, 
i his  second  wife  being  Margaret  A.  (iidtiiii,  a 
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lady  of  ran;  cultures  and  relincineiit,  who  is  a 
nativo  of  Vaideii,  Mississippi. 

M'itli  Captain  I’ittino's  careL-r  as  an  inde.v 
to  tlio  worth  of  a Texas  citizen,  we  aie 
convinced  there  are  giants  in  tliese  days,  not 
the  pliysical  prodigies  of  ancient  and  mytho- 
logical times,  hut  the  mental  and  moral  in- 
dividuals who  build  commonwealths  to  en- 
dure and  form  governments  whicli  are  tlie 
wonder  of  the  world. 


’^/ATTAIN  A.  P.  McCOKD.— As  the 
name  indicates,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  comes  partly  of  Scotch  stock. 
Ills  paternal  gi-eat-grandfather,  a native  of 
Scotland,  was  an  early  emigrant  to  Amer- 
ica, probably  l)cing  one  of  those  sturdy  fol- 
lowers of  John  Knox  who  were  forced  by 
the  religious  persecutions  of  the  last  century 
to  seek  the  freedom  of  conscience  in  this 
country  denied  them  in  their  own.  lie  set- 
tled in  one  of  the  southeast  Atlantic  coast 
States,  where  his  descendants  became  pros- 
perous planters,  and  where  many  of  them 
now  reside.  Spartansburg  District,  South 
Carolina,  was  the  birth-place  of  Jesse  C. 
McCord,  the  father  of  A.  P.  McCord.  He 
was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Georgia  when 
young,  and  reared  in  Walton  county,  where 
he  subsequently  married,  and  moved  thence 
to  Upson  county,  where  he  lived  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  A plain  ])lauter  of  ample 
means,  his  years  on  earth  were  passed  j)eace- 
fully  and  profitably,  and  he  died  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  respect  and  good  will  of  those  i 
among  whom  he  had  lived.  Ilis  death  oc- 
curred in  1887,  in  Prooks  county,  Georgia,  i 
in  the  seventy-ninth  y(‘ar  of  his  age.  Cap- 
tain McCord’s  mother,  nee  Elizal)eth  Thui--  ; 
moud,  was  a daughter  of  a respectable  and  i 


well-to-do  planter  of  Walton  county.  Geor- 
gia, where  she  was  born  and  reared.  She  is 
still  li\-im>,  beiim  a I’esident  now  of  Prooks 
county,  Georgia,  where  she  makes  her  home 
with  her  daughter.  Of  the  seven  children  of 
Jesse  C.  and  Elizabeth  McCord,  four  are  now 
living:  Pobert  Kenneth;  Mrs.  Martha  Nay- 
lor, wife  of  Charh's  A.  Naylor,  of  (,)uitman, 

I Georgia;  l\Irs.  Lucy  J.  Owen,  wife  of  Allen 
E.  Owen,  of  Cedartown,  Georgia;  and  Au- 
gustus P.,  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

The  last  named  was  born  in  AValton  county, 
Georgia,  in  1843,  and  was  reared  in  Upson 
; county,  near  Thomaston.  June,  18G1,  at  the 
aoe  of  eighteen,  he  entered  the  Confedei'ate 
army,  enlisting  in  an  organization  known  as 
the  Columbus  Volunteers,  with  which  he 
went  at  once  to  the  front  and  entei'ed  the 
Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  He  saw  service 
in  Virginia,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  Ten- 
mssce  and  Georgia,  taking  part  in  all  the  en- 
gagements in  which  his  command  took  part 
except  when  prevented  from  so  doing  by 
disabilities  received  in  the  field.  He  was 
wounded  at  the  second  battle  of  Manassas, 
Chickamauga  and  Cold  Harbor,  and  lost  in 
the  aggregate  nearly  a year’s  time  from 
service.  He  entered  the  army  as  a private, 
became  First  Lieutenant  of  his  company  in 
18C3,  and  was  commanding  it  at  the  close  of 
tiie  war. 

Keturning  to  Georgia  after  the  surrender, 
he  resided  from  1865  to  1869  at  Thomaston, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
handling  li\'e-stock,  and  from  1869  to  1882 
at  Koine,  where  he  was  similarly  engaged. 
In  May,  1883,  he  came  to  Texas,  and  located 
at  Cameron,  Milam  comity,  where  for  eight 
years  he  handleil  live-stock.  In  .April,  1892. 
in  cennection  with  Messrs.  Crawford  A Craw- 
ford, of  the  .Milam  County  Hank,  he  erictcd 
the  Alilam  County  Cotton-Oil  Alills,  cine  of 
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the  l!U'o;e?t  an<l  most  |)1'Os|mtoiis  entei'prises 
of  the  kinil  in  eeiitral  Texas,  to  whicli  lie  has 
since  given  Ills  time  ami  attention. 

Captain  j\[c(’onl  manned,  in  Thomaston, 
(-ieorgia,  ]\rarcli  12,  1807,  Marianna  .1.  May, 
a native  of  Crawford  county,  Georgia,  and  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  P.  L.  J.  May,  an  able  min- 
isti>r  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
his  State.  To  tliis  union  nine  cliildi-en  have 
been  born,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  living. 
To  his  Imsiness  and  his  family  Captain  l^lc- 
Cord  is  devoterl  without  reservation,  never 
having  hehl  office  of  any  kind,  and  never 
having  sought  any  employment  or  divei’sion 
inconsistent  with  his  duties  to  these,  lie  is 
an  anient  Ilemoci’at  and  a thouglitful  <di- 
server  of  political  matters,  a Mason,  a mem- 
ber of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor  and  of 
the  Knights  of  Honor. 


AROK  F.  AND  WILLIAM  BOYCP; 
farmers  on  Gilliand’s  creek,  Travis 
county,  twelve  miles  from  Austin,  are 
re[)iesentatives  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  the  county,  and  both  are  native- 
born  Te.xans.  They  are  sons  of  Aaron  F.  and 
Elizabeth  (Ely)  Royce.  The  latter  was  the 
daughter  of  Isaac  Ely,  a native  of  Kentucky, 
and  the  former  was  l»orn  in  Tennessee,  PYb- 
riiary  21,  1800.  When  a young  man  he 
went  to  Ralls  county,  Misfouri,  and  was 
tlu're  married,  at  New  London,  in  1822. 
They  lived  but  a short  time  in  that  State, 
having  been  attracted  to  AVisconsin  by  the 
ilevelopment  of  the  lead-mining  industry. 
-Ml'.  Royce  invested  in  mining  projierty  at 
Prairie  du  Chicii  and  Galena,  and  was  be 
coming  (piite  wiealthy  when  the  t-everity  of 
the  winters  caused  him  to  come  to  d'exas. 
'I'Ik'V  landed  in  1 iai'ti'op  couiitv  in  the  fall  of 


1887,  and  about  one  year  later  bought  a 
league  of  laud  on  (Jilliand’s  creek,  a part  of 
which  our  subject  still  owns.  Mix  Royce 
had  been  accustoiiual  to  pioneer  life  before, 
had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  famous  Rhode 
Hawk  war  in  WRscou.-'iu,  ami  was  therefore 
well  qualified  to  occupy  an  adxauced  position 
on  the  Texas  frontier.  The  Indians,  how- 
ever, became  so  troublesome  in  a short  time 
that  it  becaine  necessary  to  their  safety  to 
move  nearer  a settlement,  and  they  thei’efore 
spent  some  time  in  the  Hornsby  Rend  neigh- 
borhood, on  the  river,  i-eturning  to  their  home 
in  1842.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Royce  had  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:  Mary  Ann,  deceased  October 
oO,  1800,  was  the  wife  of  Mark  IMoss;  Isaac 
Ely  married  and  raised  a family,  and  died 
January  17,  1883;  James,  deceased  ; Stephen, 
who  I'aised  a family,  and  died  September  25, 
1805;  Elizabeth,  deceased  IMarc.h  11,  1870, 
was  the  wife  of  Dr.  R.  R.  Pumphrey;  Elvi- 
ra, widow  of  A.  AY.  Morrow,  and  a resident 
of  Taylor,  Texas;  Harriet,  deceased  in  in- 
fancy; Melvina  A.,  wife  of  De  AYitt  C. 
Booth,  of  Taylor;  Aaron  PA  and  AVilliam, 
sulqects  of  this  sketch;  and  John,  who  en- 
listed for  the  late  war  in  Ford’s  cavalry  regi- 
ment, and  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Browns- 
ville, Texas,  August  21,  1804.  James  Boyce, 
the  third  son,  was  a young  man  when  he 
moved  with  his  father  to  Travis  county,  and 
was  noted  as  an  Indian  tighter.  One  day  he 
stai'ted  from  home  to  ^Vustin,  but  had  gone 
only  three  miles  wdieu  ho  was  attacked,  while 
crossing  AAhdnut  cieek,  by  a band  of  Lipan 
Indians.  He  turned  toward  home,  and  led 
them  a lirave  chase  for  two  miles,  wlum  he 
was  overtaken,  kdlled  and  scaljied,  in  sight  of 
Imme.  This  nccurred  in  1842.  Mr.  Royce, 
the  father  of  tluv-e  (diildreu,  met  a violent 
death  wiiilc  dem'-huntlng  near  Ids  home. 
While  (diasing  a deer  about  dusk.  Se]'l(‘mber 
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3,  184(3,  his  iiorso  stuml)letl  ;uid  fell  cm  him, 
and  he  dieil  the-  l'(dlo\\  iim' day.  The  motluM' 
was  s|)ared  to  Ikt  I'amily  (or  many  yeai's, 
dyine;  January  10,  1884,  at  tlic  agc‘  of 
seventy-nine  year.s. 

Aaron  F.  lioyce  was  born  Fel)rnary  20. 
1840.  At  tlie  opening  of  tlie  late  war  he 
joined  Com[)any  F,  Eigliteonth  Te.xas  Cav- 
ali-y,  anil  particijiated  in  the  battles  of  Cot- 
ton Flant,  Arkansas  Post,  Harrisonburg, 
Xatchez,  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill.  At 
the  last  cnoaoement  he  was  severely  wounded  i 
in  his  left  hand,  returned  home  on  a fur- 
lough, and  never  again  entered  the  anny. 
After  returning  home  he  was  elected  County 
(dei’k  of  Travis  county,  and  held  that  posi- 
tion until  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  now 
owns  a fine  farm  of  330  acres,  125  acres  of 
which  is  cultivated.  In  his  political  rela- 
tions he  acts  with  the  Democratic  jnirty, 
and  socially  is  a member  of  the  IMasonic 
fraternity. 

Mr.  Hoyce  was  married  in  Travis  county, 
Fei'rnary  28,  1806,  to  Mary  M.  Cain,  a native 
of  Hot  Springs  county,  Arkansas,  who  came 
with  her  parents  to  Texas  in  1855.  She  was 
a ilaughter  of  J.  Y.  and  Philadel])hia  Cain. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoyce  have  seven  children: 
Imogene,  now  Mrs.  Ira  Aten,  of  Castro 
county,  Texas ; John  Ely,  also  of  that  county; 
Elizabeth,  Isabelle,  Heujainin,  David  and  Lu- 
cile. 

William  Hoyce  was  born  on  the  place  he 
now  occupies,  January  17,  1842.  In  the  fall 
of  1801  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company 
E,  Darnell’s  cavali-y  regiment,  went  first  to 
Indian  Teridtory,  and  thence  to  Arkansas, 
where  he  pai'ticipited  in  the  battle  of  Ar- 
kansas Post.  'I'he  entire  company  was  cap- 
tui'i'd  thei'C,  and  taken  to  ('amp  Douglas, 
Chicaoo.  While  on  the  road  measles  and 
smal  l-])0\  broke  on  t,  and  man  y of  t he  .-oh I ienv- 


fell  l)y  the  di’ead  hand  cd' disease.  Mr.  Pxtyce 
was  captured  Januai'y  11,  ISO;!,  and  held  a 
pi'isoner  until  the  following  April,  when  he 
was  exidianged  at  City  Point,  Viiginia.  He 
amiin  eidisted  fm-  service,  enteriim  Gran- 
biiry's  Texas  lirigade  of  infantry,  took  [)art 
in  se\'cral  small  eimaoements,  and  was  twice 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Chickamaiiga,  in 
the  left  shoulder  and  head,  which  rendered 
him  unlit  for  duty,  and  he  retired  from  the 
army. 

Mr.  Hoyce  now  owns  300  acres  of  good 
land,  250  aci'es  of  which  is  cultivated.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
socially  is  a Master  Mason. 

November  4,  1808,  near  Austin,  our  sub- 
ject was  married  to  Kate,  a daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  A.  (Chunn)  Stone.  The 
fathoi’  iniilt  and  i-an  the  first  ferryboat  across 
the  Colorado  river  in  Hastrop  county.  They 
M'cre  the  parents  of  six  children:  Martha, 
deceased;  John  H.,  in  Mexico;  Thomas  IE, 
of  Martindale,  Texas;  Samuel  T.,  of  Austin; 
Charles  W.,  a resident  of  Lockhart,  Texas; 
and  Kate,  wife  of  our  subject.  The  follow- 
ing was  written  on  the  occasion  of  the  death 
of  Mr.  Sto:ie: 

“Our  community  was  pained  to  learn  on 
Friday  last  of  the  death  of  Samuel  Stone, 
proprietor  of  the  ferry  below  the  city,  and 
one  of  our  oldest  citizens.  Mr.  Stone  has 
had  a long  and  eventful  life.  He  was  born 
in  Hedford  county,  Virginia,  in  1707,  and 
was  cmiseijnently  in  his  sixtieth  year.  He 
enlisted  as  a soldier  in  the  American  army  in 
1814.  In  181U  he  moved  to  Tennessee,  then 
a frontier  of  almost  unbroken  forests.  In 
' 1824  he  moved  to  Alabama,  having  marric-d 
’ in  Tennessee.  In  182'd  he  ag-ain  removed, 
this  time  to  .M  i.'-.-uii ri.  I ’nder  the  impulse 
which  ever  dia.vi'  him  toward  ,a  iu‘W  eou’ntrv, 

I he  moved  in  ISii'd  to  'I’exa.-.  then  far  less 
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civilized  than  imw.  On  :i  visit  to  San  An- 
tonio in  he  was  taken  prisonei'  liytJen- 

ei'ul  AVoll,  and  carried  to  M(‘xico.  w lierca  at 
Perote,  he  tnidnred  hnnoer,  chains,  and  all 
the  niaidl'old  sntl'erings  f)l'  a captive  in  the 
hands  ut‘  ^Mexicans.  Petiirning  to  Texas 
aftei-  two  years'  captivity,  he  i-emoved  in 
1S45  t'l'oni  Pastrop  to  Aiiotin.  In  1848  he 
visited  Califoi’nia,  retnniing  tt>  ^Vustin  in 
1851,  and  has  since  i-esided  here,  well  known 
to  almost  every  one  in  the  city  and  vicinity, 
and  here  closed  at  last  his  wandei'inos  to  the 

O 

grave. 

“Mr.  Stone  was  a man  of  nohle  and  oen- 
erons  impnlses,  an  affectionate  hnshand  and 
father,  and  a warm  friend;  and  his  character 
has  I’cceived  its  form  and  coloring  from  the 
frontier  life  he  has  always  led.  Ilis  sickness 
was  rapid  and  malignant  from  the  first,  and 
he  vras  earnest  in  supplication  to  the  Throne 
of  Grace  for  pardon  and  acceptance  with 
God,  through  the  merits  of  a divine  Ke- 
deemer.  Ilis  remains  were  attended  to  the 
grave  hy  the  Masonic  fraternity,  of  which  he 
was  a mem  her,  as  well  as  by  many  others  of 
his  many  friends,  lie  will  long  be  remem- 
bered as  one  of  the  few  and  brave  pioneers  of 
that  civilization  which  so  many  are  now  per- 
mitted to  enjoy.” 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boyce  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren; Mand,  now  Mrs.  1.  P.  Jones,  of  Travis 
comity:  Mary,  wife  of  II.  L.  Hill,  who  re- 
siiles  witli  onr  .^rd)ject;  Albert  G.,  Beatrice, 
Clandie,  Dona  and  Gladys,  at  home. 

+ cr  ■■  ■•A)'  “ ■T*~ 

OhOXEL  J.  G.  DkGPESS.  Postmaster 
of  .Austin,  was  bm  n in  (.'ologiu',  Prus- 
sia. April  t2d,  1^12.  a son  of  ('harles 
and  Walbii  rga  ( Brain  i no)  1 )i'(  i res.-,  the  former 
a nati\e  (d'  Pnissia,  and  the  lattei'  of  Italy. 


d'he  father  was  an  otlicer  in  theanny,  studied 
iruMlicdiie  in  his  natise  country,  and,  after 
coming  to  the  I'niteil  States  in  1853,  prac- 
ticed his  profession  at  Gape  Girardeau,  Mis- 
souri. lie  died  in  1856,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
five  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Gatholic  Ghnrch,  and  the  latter 
died  in  1885,  aged  se\'enty-fonr  years.  Mr. 
and  jMrs.  DeGress  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  si.\.  of  wliom  are  now  livimr — four 
in  the  United  States  and  two  in  Mexico. 

Golonel  DeGress  was  educated  in  Eni'ope 
and  at  Cajie  Girardeau,  Missouri.  May  10, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  service 
in  the  Third  Missouri  lleservc  Infantry;  he 
subsequently  raised  Company  K,  Sixth  Mis- 
souri Cavalry,  of  which  he  was  commissioned 
Captain  February  15,  1862.  He  first  served 
under  General  Nathaniel  Lyon,  next  under 
General  Curtis,  and  then  under  Grant  at 
Vicksburg.  At  the  battle  of  Vicksburg  he 
was  twice  wounded,  on  the  same  day,  one  ball 
entering  the  left  leg  at  the  aidde,  and  the 
other,  a piece  of  shell,  striking  him  near  the 
right  eye.  After  his  recovery  from  these  in- 
juries, in  December,  1863,  Captain  DeGress 
rejoined  his  company  in  Louisiana,  took  part 
in  a number  of  battles  under  General  Banks, 
and  April  7,  1864,  he  was  wounded  in  the 
left  leg.  Waiting  only  for  nature  to  grant 
her  healing  benefices,  in  September  of  the 
same  year  he  was  detailed  as  Aide-de-Camp 
on  the  staff  of  General  .Mower,  participating 
in  a number  of  battles.  He  was  also  with 
Sherman  in  the  memorafde  march  from  At- 
lanta to  the  sea.  For  meritorious  sendee  at 
the  laitlle  of  Bayou  <le  Glaize,  Louisiana,  he 
was  pronioti'd  Brevet  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
.May  12,  1865.  was  promoted  Major  and  Aide- 
de-Camp.  Cnlomd  Detiress  wa.-^  hoiiorahl\- 
mustered  out  id'  service  Sepremher  1,  1866, 
and  on  d iily  28  of  the  same  year  was  up- 
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pointed  Fii-st  Lieutenant  of  tlie  Ninth  (hi\- 
ali'V  iti  the  [Initeii  States  army;  was  made 
C.hi[)t'iin  duly  dl,  18(17,  and  l)ecemiier  31, 
1870.  on  aec.onnt  of  wounds  received  dnidno 

CD 

tlie  wai',  was  placed  on  the  I’etii'ed  list  of  the 
army.  He  was  hrevetted  Ca[)tain  and  Major 
for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  during 
tlie  siege  of  Vickshui-g,  Missis.sippi,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  for  siniilai’  services  at  the 
battle  of  Hayoii  de  Glaize,  Louisiana,  in  the 
United  States  army. 

Ma}’  3L,  1871,  Colonel  DeGress  was  ap- 
pointed Superintendent  of  Piil>lic  Instruction 
of  Texa.s,  holding  tliat  ofHce  for  three  years. 
In  1877  he  was  elected  to  till  an  nnexjiired 
tenu  as  Mayor  of  Austin.  At  the  expiration 
of  thi.s  partial  term  he  was  re-elected,  and  was 
again  elected  his  own  successor  in  1879.  lie 
resigned  the  position  in  August,  1880.  In 
July,  1881,  he  was  appointed  hy  Ih'esident 
Garfield  as  Postmaster  of  Austin,  and  was 
re-appointed  hy  Presi<lent  Harrison  in  Octo- 
ber, 1889.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  State 
Pepublican  Committee  for  18S8-’89-’90,  and 
was  Commander  of  the  Department  of  Texas, 
G.  A.  R.,  for  1888. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  January  1, 
1867,  to  Mrs.  Rettie  Young,  a daughter  of 
Eliplialet  Buckner,  who  was  Judge  of  the 
Castroville  district,  in  western  Texas.  He 
had  two  children;  his  son,  Tliomas  L.  Buck- 
ner, died  in  Texas  in  1878.  Colonel  and 
Mrs.  DeGress  had  seven  children,  six  ot 
whom  died  in  early  childhood.  Cordelia  C., 
the  only  one  now  living,  graduated  with  the 
highest  honors  at  St.  Maryhs  Academy,  in  the 
class  of  1891.  The  wife  and  mothei'  died 
July  5,  1880,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years. 
She  was  a member  of  the  Bmnan  ( atholic 
Chuiadi,  although  her  family  were  Kpi^eo- 
jialians.  ('(dmud  Detiia'ss  was  airain  marriial 
Aiigu.'t  2.  LS82.  to  Miss  \V.  M.  dohnslon.  a 


I damditer  of  Colonel  I.  W.  dolin.-ton,  of 
1 Stonewall,  Indian  Territoiw.  They  have  three 
(ddldi'en:  I'h’ancis  BiaudteniddgX!,  Bettit^  llidk- 
nap  and  Jacob  Charles.  The  Colonel  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  his  wife 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
latter  is  a cousin  of  General  Joseph  E. 
Johnston,  of  the  Confederate  States  army. 
()iir  subject  takes  an  active  intma^st  in  the 
Bepublicjui  party,  and  is  Chairman  of  the 
Niinth  Congressional  District  of  Texas.  As 
a soldier  he  was  courageous,  composed  and 
level-headed;  as  a citizen,  is  kind,  generous 
and  hosj)itable;  as  a puldic  officer,  is  prompt, 
obliering  and  courteous.  He  has  made  a 
record  of  which  his  adopted  State  may  well 
be  proud. 

«ot  II  I?  » ?l  iT  rat 
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11.  SPARKMAN,  of  Milam  county,  is 
a son  of  Rev.  J.  C.  and  Louisa  (Round- 
tree)  Sparkman.  Three  brothers  of  that 
name  came  from  England  to  this  countiw  in 
Colonial  times.  One  located  in  North  Caro- 
litia,  from  whom  our  subject  is  a direct  de- 
scendant; another  in  Maryland,  and  his  de- 
scendants spdl  their  name  Sparksman;  and 
the  third  in  Massachusetts,  whose  ancestors 
spell  the  name  Parkman.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  William  Sparkman,  was  a 
volunteei'  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  served 
under  Colonel  'William  Polk,  and  after  the 
close  of  the  struggle  moved  with  his  family 
to  'Williamson  county,  Tennessee.  While 
there  he  eidisted  for  service  in  the  wai-  of 
1812,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Canebi'ake 
with  Jackson’s  army,  where  he  was  captured 
and  held  a prisoiu'r  until  ])cace  was  dcclai'cd. 
Mr,  Sparkman  contiuiUMl  to  reside  in  Ten- 
nes,-ee  until  his  death.  I’lu'  father  of  oiii' 
subject,  dui'iiia''  the  iid'ancy  of  the  latter. 
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moved  to  Law  reiicebu rgli,  Teiuicsfee,  and  in 
1(S.j5  to  a pidnt  near  (difton,  that  State, 
wdicrc  the  mot licr  d ied  in  1880  and  tlie  tather 
in  1884.  The  latter  was  a minister  in  the 
Missionary  Lapti.st  Chni-di  for  IH'ty  years, 
and  dui'ino-  that  time  gave  jiarticnlar  atten- 
tion to  missionai'v  work,  having  estahlislied 
many  eliiirclies  in  middle  Tennessee.  Mr. 
and  .Mrs.  Sparkman  were  the  jjarentsof  tliree 
childi'en:  ITilliam  T.,a  farmer  of  Landei'dale 
eonnty,  Alahama;  John4T.,a  minister  of  the 
('lii'istian  Clmreh  at  Afidiin,  Tennessee;  and 
J.  II.,  the  subject  of  this  sketcli. 

,1.  II.  Spai'kman  was  horn  iti  Columhia, 
Alaury  county.  Tennessee,  Fehrnai-y  5,  1837. 
lie  attended  the  common  schools,  and  also 
spent  two  years  in  Jackson  College,  Cohim- 
hia.  At  tlie  age  of  seventeen  years  he  en- 
gaged witli  his  fatliei'  iii  a tannei'y,  and  in 
1870  opened  a liide  business  in  Sulphur  j 
Springs,  Hopkins  county,  Te.xas.  In  1874  ; 
he  located  in  Rockdale,  Alilani  county,  whei'e  j 
he  was  engaged  as  a dealer  in  hides  until 
1880,  arTtS^ajiice  that  year,  under  the  firm 
name  df.^toarkman  & Co.,  has  been  a con- 
veyancer, l^id  and  loan  agent,  life  and  in- 
snrams^im^it  and  Notary  Rnhlic.  In  1801 
Mr.^dt^piar^^an  joined  Captain  J.  13.  Rithe’s 
compayj  of  cavalry,  wdiicli  became  a part  of 
the  Fifst^^nnessee  Cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Ja^des  Wheeler.  The  summer  of  1861  was  ! 
SJKMlt  H camp  of  instruction,  and  in  the  ' 
foHowh^^all  was  ordered  into  Kentucky,  j 
nrjdei'A^V^^ner.  On  account  of  the  monotony  | 
gj,/crvice  M r.  Sparkman  sought  work  in  the  l 
secret  stHivice  department,  wdiere  he  served 
dlvring  tiff  remainder  of  the  waror  in  pidson. 
IFi-s  tirst^’ip  was  in  company  with  Alexandei- 


Mr.  Sparkman  was  married  at  Sulphur 
Spn’ngs,  Te.vas.  ,\pi-il  0,  1800,  to  Mallie  S., 
I a daiiolitci’  of  Dr.  d.  F.  Rohertssm.  The 
Kohertsons  arc  of  S(a)tch  descent,  and  settled 
in  Virginia  in  an  taudy  day,  wdiere  Mrs. 
Sparkman  was  horn  and  I'aised.  Oui'  sidiject 
is  independent  in  his  pcditical  views,  is  liberal 
in  religious  matters,  and,  socially,  is  a mem- 
hei-  of  the  K.  of  11.  and  the  K.  A L.  of  II. 
He  is  a stockholdei-  and  was  fonnerly  vice- 
jiresident  of  the  Rockdale  Mining  and  Man- 
ulactuidng  Company. 


\roth(‘r  of 
many  ('.\cifing  and 
enem\'s  u)  lu  r-.  w as 
h it  Was  aHwavs  fortunate 


.Mrs.  Lincoln.  He  had 
icidloiis  tidps  wdthin  the 
capt  ui'cd 


scwcral  timo,'^, 
in  heino  ridca.-ed. 


J^ILLIAM  VANCF  HEFLEY,an  old 
Milam  county  and  the  head 
^ of  a large  and  intiuential  family  of 
this  county,  is  a native  of  North  Carolina, 
horn  in  the  county  of  Haywood,  July  25, 
1820.  His  American  ancestors,  wdio  were 
early  settlers  in  the  old  States,  came  origi- 
nally from  Holland  and  Ireland,  Thomas  Hef- 
ley,  his  paternal  grandfather,  being  a native 
of  Holland,  wdio  emigrated  to  this  country 
in  an  early  day  and  settled  in  South  Carolina, 
wdience  he  moved  later  to  Ilaywmod  county. 
North  Carolina.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  that  county,  having  lived  to  an  advanced 
age,  and  passed  their  entire  lives  in  the  peace- 
ful pursuits  of  agriculture.  Martin  Hctley, 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  was 
jiroliahly  horn  in  Holland,  being  young  wdien 
his  j>arents  came  to  Ameiica.  He  was  reared 
in  Haywood  county,  Noi'th  Cai'olina.  He 
married  Clarissa  Mahaffcy,  of  Lincadn  county, 
that  State,  sln‘  being  a daughter  of  Joseph 
Mahalb'y,  a native  of  iredand,  who  settled  in 
ihe  Cat>kill  country  of  I’l-nnsyl vania  toward 
till'  (do.'C  (d'  tin-  last  century,  wdience  he  moved 
aiioiit  1780  or  1785  to  North  (hirolina.  (dar- 
i.'sr,  Mahalfey  wa>  horn  in  Lincoln  county. 
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North  Ciiiulina,  in  which  cuuiity  was  situ- 
ated the  old  I'aiidlv  !=eat  whei'c  law  pai’eiits 
liad  loi'  iiianv  yeai's  li\'cd  anti  whei’c  they 
dit'il  anil  were  hnided.  Alai'tin  lletley  and 
wifi- i\ sided  in  NUrth  ( 'ai'olina  Idtr  a nninher 
of  years  after  their  inarriaee,  hnt  in  1S2U 
einigi'ated  to  west  Tennessee  and  settled  near 
l.exinoton,  in  Henderson  county,  where  they 
doth  died  in  November,  1841,  eacli  aoed 
Ml'ty-one  yeai's.  They  weie  plain,  sn bstantial 
])eople,  lip  to  the  average  in  jioint  of  intelli- 
gence, wcaltli,  indnsti'y  and  tint  lionsehold 
virtues,  and  reared  a I'ainilv  of  seseii  chil- 
di'en,  to  wlioin  they  tiaiisinitted  these  posses- 
sions in  a leasonable  decree.  The  father, 
allhonoh  not  a public  character,  was  a jiatri- 
otic  citizen  and  discliarged  acceptably  all  the 
functions  and  duties  of  such.  lie  was  a 
volunteei'  in  tlie  war  of  1812,  but  was  never 
in  active  service,  the  war  closing  just  as  his 
company  i-eached  Wadeslioro,  North  Caio- 
lina,  and  reported  for  duty,  lie  was  a Major 
in  the  local  militia,  and  tioured  in  the  mili- 
tary  annals  of  his  county  on  “ muster  day,” 
those  great  occasions  of  ginger-bread,  hard 
cider  and  other  semi-social  and  military  fes- 
tivities. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  is  the  second  in 
point  of  age  of  the  seven  children  of  Martin 
and  Clarissa  lleHov,  the  others  lieinfr  an 
older  sister,  Eliza,  who  was  married  to 
AVilliam  AVhittle  and  moved  to  Alalnima, 
where  she  died,  leaving  a family;  Joseph 
iM.,  who  died  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in 
1834,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one,  unmarried; 
Phillip  Jackson,  who  died  in  Henderson 
county,  'renne.'see,  where  his  descendants 
now  live;  George  W.,  a re.-itlent  of  Helton, 
Texas;  Samu(.4  M.,  a rcsitlent  of  ('amenin; 
ami  Harriet  ( aroline,  the  widow  of  James 
MtjUitt,  living  ntjw  in  llemlerson  connt\’, 
4'enncssee. 


William  V.  lletley,  of  this  article,  was 
[irincijially  I'cared  in  Hendei>on  comity,  Ten- 
nc.'see.  He-  was  bi'oiightnp  on  the  tarm  and 
iviei\’ed  only  tiie  limited  (.‘ilucatioii  ollered 
liy  the  schools  of  that  ilate.  (4n  Pebniary 
15,  1844,  lie  married  Miss  Jane  Emily  lieii- 
shaw,  a dauohter  of  John  and  iMartha 
(Walkup)  llenshaw  and  a native  of  Hender- 
son county,  where  her  parents  were  early 
settlers.  In  1854  Mr.  Ht'lley  came  to  Texas, 
leaving  Hender.son  county,  Tennessee,  Octo- 
ber 9,  and  reaching  Cameron,  .Milam  county, 
DecemljcrS  following.  He  came  overland, 
the  Usual,  and  in  fact  only  mode  of  travel  in 
that  day,  following  the  trails  as  they  had 
had  been  established  from  point  to  point  and 
meeting  with  such  exjieriences  as  befell  the 
early  immigrants.  In  Panola  county,  Mis- 
sissijipi,  lie  was  joined  by  his  fatlier-in-law, 
John  Renshaw,  and  his  family.  Their  route 
lay  l»y  w'ay  of  Helena,  Arkansas,  wdiere  they 
crossed  the  Mississippi  river,  thence  to  Harris’ 
Perry,  where  White  river  was  crossed,  thence 
to  Camden,  wliere  the  Washita  was  crossed, 
thence  by  way  of  Palestine  to  the  Trinity, 
which  was  crossed  at  Honner’s  Perry  and  the 
Brazos  at  the  falls. 

It  had  been  Mr.  Hetley's  intention  to  lo- 
cate on  the  Gaudalupe,  Imt,  it  being  mid- 
winter, the  roads  became  impassable,  and  he 
made  a temporary  stop  in  Milam  county, 
where,  liking  the  country,  he  decided  to  cast 
his  lot.  The  first  year  he  lived  at  Camc-fon. 
He  then  bought  a ti-act  of  land  consisting  of 
300  acres  in  the  Lewis  league,  lying  aliout  a 
mile  and  a half  north  and  west  of  Cameron, 
on  wdiich  he  took  up  his  residence  in  LS55. 
When  he  purchased  the  place  it  was  practic- 
ally without  improvements,  all  that  Innl  been 
done  having  lu'cn  the  bia-akimr  of  some  ten 
or  twelve  acres.  Mr.  lletley  .--electetl  as  a 
building  site  a jiecan  grovi>,  .'^utliciently  high 
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and  rollina'  to  a'ivc  a<>')d  drainaa*',  which  in 
times  past  had  hecn  soinctldna  'd‘  a nieetiim- 
place  of  the  eaidy  settho'S  on  pnldic  ucca- 
sioiKS,  and  winch  was  indeed  a very  siohtly 
place  for  a residence.  Here  he  erected  a 
one-story,  double  lop;  house,  with  an  open 
porch  between,  tinislied  as  was  the  custom  of 
finisliing  liouses  in  tliose  days,  -chinked  and 
pointed  witli  clay,  covered  with  rived  boards 
and  floored  with  puncheons,  the  chimneys 
beina  made  of  brick  and  clay.  The  house, 
for  the  kind,  was  neat,  commodious  and  com- 
fortable, fully  up  to,  if  not  ahead  of,  the 
average  farm  house  of  the  times.  Ilavino 
been  reared  to  faniiinp,  Mr.  Ilctley  resumed 
it  in  his  new  home.  For  nearly  forty  years 
he  has  resided  in  the  vicinity  where  he  iirst 
located,  and  he  is  now  tilling  soil  which  he 
was  the  first  to  turn  more  than  a third  of  a 
century  ago.  The  country  then  was  but 
sparsely  settled,  and  of  those  who  were  his 
neighbors  at  the  time  all,  with  one  e.xceptiou, 
are  gone,  lie  recalls  the  names  of  the  Hall 
brothers,  James  and  Peter,  living  about  seven 
miles  to  the  southwest,  being  the  nearest 
neighbors  in  that  direction,  and  George 
Green,  living  about  a mile  east,  and  others, 
as  his  associates  in  an  early  day,  all  of  whom 
have  passed  away,  but  are  pleasantly  remem- 
bered for  their  friendship  and  neighborly 
deeds. 

]\Ir.  lletley  and  his  wife,  who  yet  abides 
with  him,  are  now  occupying  the  old  home- 
stead almost  alone,  Imt  one  daughter  bcdiio  a 
member  of  their  household,  the  remainder 
of  the  children  having  mai-ried  and  settler 
in  life  for  themselves.  Of  their  thirteen 
children  ten  are  living,  the  full  number  being 
John  M.,  Mattie  A.  (now  iMr>.  liattc*),  Hattie 
F.  (now  Ml'S.  Lott),  Joseph  \T.  (deeea.'-ed ), 
halaye!  te  J .,  Janu^s  S.,  ^Villiam  T..  Laura  A. 
glow  Ml'S.  Wallace).  Mollie  If.  (now  .Mrs. 


l.ay),  Lula  J.  (deceased).  Jell'  D.,  Henry  l>. 
('ieceased).  and  Fmma  V.  (now  Mrs.  Hardy). 
()f  the  ten  children  living  eight  :ire  residents 
of  this  county,  and  all  are  married.  The  sons 
are  amono  the  leadino  business  men  of  Cam- 

O O 

ei'on,  |)rogressi ve,  enter[)rising  and  public- 
spirited.-— Iirst  in  everything  looking  to  the 
advancemetit  of  the  interests  of  their  town 

I 

and  coutity.  Xaturally  Mr.  Ilefley  takes 
great  pride  iti  his  children  and  in  his  home, 
beitm  a man  of  strong  domestic  tastes  and 
gentle,  sympathetic  nature.  His  life  has 
centered  in  these  and  he  has  stampe<l  his 
convictions  and  character  on  them  in  no  small 
measure. 

He  has  never  sought  to  fill  the  public  eye, 
preferring  the  private  walks  of  life  with  the 
certainty  of  a competence  and  an  old  age 
filled  with  pleasant  recollections  to  the  tur- 
moils of  a jiolitical  career  and  the  disap- 
pointments which  so  often  attend  on  such  a 
career.  He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
William  Henry  Harrison  in  the  famous 
“hard  cider  and  log  cabin  ” contest  of  1840, 
and  from  that  date  ou  voted  with  the  Whig 
party  as  long  as  it  maintained  an  organiza- 
tion, oroing  with  the  Democrats  on  the  dis- 
integration  of  the  Whig  party  and  voting 
with  the  Democratic  party  ever  since.  Doth 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  have  been  for  many  years, 
Mrs.  Hetley  coming  of  a family  that  has  fur- 
nished a numbei'  of  divines  to  that  church, 
some  of  them  having  attained  local  {>romi- 
nence  in  their  calling,  and  all  of  them  hav- 
ing  served  well  their  day  and  generation. 

In  per?unal  appearance  Mr.  Hetley  is  large 
of  im.)hl,  being  fully  si.\  feet  in  height  and 
weighing  neai'iy  240  pound.^.  His  phy.''i([ue 
is  well  rounded  out,  pre^e^tillg  no  nnpleas- 
anf  aiH'h's.  Hi.-'  ehai'acter,  marktul  for  tirm- 
ne;-.'',  (h'tenn  inat  ion.  pei'.-'i^tcnce  in  that  wi.ieh 
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lie  believes  to  lie  und  for  tlie  best,  can 

lie  easily  traeeil  in  the  lines  oi'  the  elean- 
febaven  I'aee,  the  si[nare  jaw  and  tbe  [iroini- 
nent  eliin.  To  the  boine-born  virtues  of 
bonesty,  industry  and  love  of  fainilyaml  tire- 
side,  inherited  from  bis  sturdy  Dntcdi  ances- 
tors, have  been  added  in  full  measure  the 
ijenial  uit,  love  of  knowleibre  and  i-elisb  foi- 
tbe  lighter  gi-aces  of  life  characteristic  of 
the  sons  of  tbe  “ Emerald  Isle,”  back  to 
which  be  traces  his  ancestry  on  bis  imitber's 
side,  lie  is  a tyjie  of  the  American  citizen, 
now  too  fast  disappearing  amiilst  the  I'apid 
influx  of  foreiifti  immit/ration  and  tbe  de- 
velojunent  of  character  along  lines  not  pur- 
sued by  the  “ early  fathers.” 


ILLIAM  ALLEN  IL  HOWELL,  a ! 
successful  fanner  of  Travis  county, 
is  a son  of  John  O.  Howell,  who 
was  born  in  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  in 
1824.  In  1872  the  latter  moved  to  Nash-  : 
ville,  Washington  county,  Illinois,  and  in  | 
1878  located  near  Manor,  Travis  county, 
Te.xas,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is  a re- 
tired fanner,  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  ' 
party,  and  has  been  a memi^er  of  the  Christian  •' 
Church  since  eighteen  years  of  age,  being  ■ 
a son  of  Jesse  C.  and  M.  (Oliver)  Howell, 
natives  of  Xorth  Carolina,  who  moved  to 
Teiii  (V'see  in  an  eaidy  day.  Jesse  C.  Howeil 
V.  a?,  a son  of  John  Howell,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  who  afterward  moved  to  Tennessee. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occu pation.  The  Howidl 
family  are  ol  Irish  descent.  J'he  mother  of 
our  suliju-t,  me  Eliza  McManus,  was  also 
born  in  Maury  (aninty.  Tennessta',  in  1825,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  l’.;ii-br;i  .McManus, 
natives  of  North  Caidlina.  Loth  died  in 
Tenne.'cce.  Tiionias  was  a son  of  Aaron 


McManus,  w ho  died  in  .Maury  county,  Ten- 
nessee. Mr.  and  .M  I's.  John  < ).  Howell  have 
bad  tw(dv(.‘  (diildren.  nanudy:  Aaron,  de- 

ceased; W illiam  1 on r su b ject ; Thomas 
J.,  deceased;  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Heni-y 
()li\er,  of  Jones  comity,  'I’exas;  Harlee,  wife 
ot  Jackson  Howell,  of  Travis  county;  (ieorge 
W„  also  of  thi.s  county;  iUinerva,  wife  of 
Wdlliam  Fuller,  of  AVilliamson  county;  John, 
a resident  of  Travis  county;  Maggie,  wife  of 
Frank  Fuller,  of  AVilliamson  county;  Fanniry 
deceased  wdien  young;  Sarah,  wife  of  AVilliam 
Hell,  of  Manoi';  and  tbe  youngest  child  die<l 
at  the  ace  of  twelve  years, 

AVilliam  Allen  B.  Howell,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Maury  county,  Ten- 
nessee, in  1848.  At  the  age  of  eiirhteen 
years  he  engaged  in  fanning  and  merchandis- 
ing, which  he  confinuetl  four  years,  and  in 
f he  fall  of  1872  located  in  AVashington  county, 
Illinois.  In  the  fall  of  1878  Mr.  Howell 
enixaoed  in  farmino’  and  stock-raisiiiir  thi'ee 
miles  from  IManor,  Texas,  but  one  year  later 
sold  his  interests  there,  and  in  1883  came  to 
bis  present  location.  Our  subject  began  life 
foi’  himself  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  with 
comparatively  nothing,  and  he  now  owns  105 
acres  of  land,  100  acres  of  wdiich  is  under  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  stocked. 

In  1806  he  was  united  in  marriac/e  to 
Minerva  Weatherford,  who  was  born  in  1840. 
They  had  twelve  children,  four  being  de- 
ceased. d'oe  suiwiving  are;  Alary  E.,  wife  of 
John  Free,  of  Jones  county,  Texas;  AA’illiam 
J’ . a resident  <if  Ti'avis  county;  John  AT.  of 
this  county;  Alineiwa  Jane,  wife  of  James 
Foster,  of  this  cunntv ; Alac,  of  Travis  county; 
and  iVi'tie,  C'nra  and  Xena,  at  hunu'.  Tbe 
wife  and  mnther  died  in  18S7,  lia\  im>'  beeii  a. 
eiinstant  membei'nf  the  AL’thndist  Fpi.-cdjial 
(.'bniadi.  Alia  ILovell  was  alt  ei'w  ai'd  marrieii 
in  Alaiii-y  cdiintw  Tenne.--see.  In  Alaiy  Bai'- 
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nett,  n iintivc  of  tluif  coimtv,  and  a danglitcr 
of  I’ink  and  C.  liarnntt.  nati\x'rf  also  of  d'rn- 
m-ssee.  To  that  union  was  lioni  one  child, 
which  dic'il  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Howell  died  in 
ISN'd,  and  in  ISiM)  our  suhject  married  Ella 
A.shmore,  a native  of  Lawrence  county,  Ten- 
nessee. atid  a dauiThter  of  J.  1*.  and  Xannio 

l!T> 

(Hell)  Ashmore,  also  natives  of  tliat  county. 
iNfr.  and  JMi's.  Howell  have  one  child,  h]nia. 
In  Ids  political  ladations,  Mr.  Howell  atliliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  lias  ser\ed  as 
Scliool  Trustee.  Hoth  he  and  his  wife  are 
mendiers  of  the  ( 'liri.stian  (’hiircli. 


1^)  EV.  iDMUES  M.  LITTLE,  of  IMilano, 
is  a native  of  (leorgia,  of  which  state 
his  parents  were  also  natives.  His 
father,  Forester  Little,  was  born  in  1778 
and  resided  in  his  native  State  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1844.  He  was  a son  of 
Forester  and  Sarah  Little,  natives  of  Ireland 
who  emigrfited  to  America  in  1777,  land- 
ing at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  whence 
they  went  to  Georgia,  where  they  settled  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The 
vounger  Little  was  a planter  by  occupation, 
a man  of  some  means,  possessed  a fair  Eng- 
lish education,  was  well  informed  on  the  his- 
tory of  his  country  and  devoted  to  all  of  its 
interests  and  institutions.  He  was  for  years 
a member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a linling  Elder,  a 
maTi  of  kindly  nature,  e.xeinplary  habits  and 
zealous  Christian  life.  The  mother  of  the 
suhject  of  this  notice,  whose  maiden  natno 
was  Sarah  Ann  M^illiams,  was  born  in  1800, 
and  wa>  a daughter  of -lames  and  Polly  Ann 
'Williams,  who  weia*  natives  of  .Xorth  Caro- 
lina but  for  many  years  residents  of  Georgia, 
where  they  died.  Mrs.  Little  died  in  1S40. 


■4 ‘37 

She  and  her  linshand  wei'(“  the  parents  of 
four  childi’cn.  (iidv  two  of  w horn  are  now  liv- 
ing, the  >uhject  (d'  this  notice  and  a sistvM', 
Sarah  -lane,  who  is  now  the  wde  ol  -lames 
Davis  ami  resides  in  Ha.-trop  county,  this 
State.  The  ehlest  daughtei',  Mary  Ann,  was 
married  to  Kino'  H.  Mullins,  and  died  in 
Te.xas.  The  second,  Margaret  f'.,  was  mai-- 
I'ied  to  Robert  Little  and  dieil  in  Georgia. 

-Janu'6  .M.  Littleof  this  sketch  was  born  in 
-letferson  county,  Georgia,  September  20, 
1828.  His  parents  moving  to  Stewart 
comity,  that  State,  when  he  was  eight  years 
old,  he  was  I'eared  ju'incipally  in  that  county. 
He  received  a good  education  in  his  youth. 
In  1840  he  married  ]\Iiss  Martha  A.  Pend- 
I'cy  of  Georgia,  a daughter  of -lohn  and  Mar- 
tha Pendi'ey.  and  in  1800  moved  to  Alabama, 
settling  at  Andalusia,  Covington  county, 
where  lu'  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law. 
He  was  a resident  of  the  last  named  jvlace 
until  1S76,  when  he  came  to  Te.xas, 
locating  in  Milam  county,  which  has 
since  been  his  home.  He  was  en- 
gaged for  sixteen  years  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  Alabama,  but  on  coming  to  this  State 
abandoned  the  profession  and  began  tlit;  min- 
istry in  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbyteinan 
•Church,  to  which  and  farming  he  has  since 
devoted  his  time  and  attention.  'Without  as- 
piring to  public  life  he  has  been  honored 
with  many  local  otiices,  the  duties  of  which 
he  has  always  discharged  acceptably  to  his 
fellow-citizens  and  has  honored  the  office 
(piite  as  much  as  the  office  has  honored  the 
man.  P-eginning  with  the  office  of  -Justice  of 
the  Peace,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  Stew- 
art countv,  Georgia,  at  the  ace  of  twenty- 
two,  he  held  the  offict*  of  Superintendent  of 
Piihlic  In>trnction  in  (b)vington  county,  .\la- 
bama,  fur  twn  years;  was  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney of  hi>  district  for  nine  years ; was  -I  nstice  of 
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tliL‘  IVace  in  Milam  comity  foi'  five  yiars. 
(^Minty  Commissioner  for  foni'  years,  ami 
School  Trustee  foi-  ten  years.  lie  has  given 
nineteen  years  active  woi'k  to  the  ministry, 
liavino  been  a Rnlino-  Elder  since  he  was 
eighteen. 

In  18U2  Mr.  Little  lost  his  wife  hy  death, 
slie  Iiaving  horr:e  him  eiglit  children,  lint 
four  of  whom  survive.  The  two  eldest  were 
Sarah  Ann  Rnhama  and  I\[ary  IT;  the  latter 
was  manned  to  C.  C.  Thomasson,  and  died; 
JMai’y  F.,  now  living,  is  the  widow  of  David 
Riiillock  and  resides  in  Covington  cmintv, 
Alabama;  Susanna  Jane  is  the  wife  of  An- 
(irew  Heard,  of  j\[ilam  comity’,  Te.xas;  James 
E.  is  deceased;  Sam  G.  is  still  at  home; 
Frances  Louisa  is  deceased;  and  John  Low- 
ery is  yet  with  his  father.  Mr.  Idttle  was 
married  a second  time  in  1892,  to  Miss  Su- 
sanna Mitchell,  of  Hardin  county’,  Texas,  a 
native  of  Alabama  and  daughter  of  Albert 
Mitchell.  All  of  his  family’  belong  to  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and  like 
himself  are  zealous  in  all  church  work. 


|(OSEPfl  A.  IIUFFMAX,  an  honored 
Confederate  veteran,  bearing  many’ 
wounds  and  known  as  an  enterprising 
and  successful  fanner  of  Milam  county,  was 
horn  in  Alabama,  December  8,  18J2,  the 
only  child  of  Joseph  and  Jennette  Cameron 
Huffman,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  In 
1852  the  parents  moved  to  Texas  and  after  a 
year’s  residence  in  Bastrop  county  they’  set- 
tled in  Milam  county.  Here  Joseph  A. 
passed  his  youth  on  his  father’s  farm,  recedv- 
ing  a meager  com  mon-school  education.  In 
1801  he  entered  tlu-  Confederate'  army',  en- 
listing in  Company  G,  k'ift  h Texas  Infantry, 

jiast  his  eighteenth 


being  then  but  little 


, year.  His  command  being  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Army  of  .Northern  Virginia,  he  saw 
service  mostly  in  'Virginia,  .Maryland  and 
Pennsylvania,  serving  under  Hood  and  Long- 
street.  He  was  wounded  at  Gaines’  Mills  in 

1802  by  a gunshot  in  the  face  and  shoulder, 
and  b\’  this  wound  was  disabled  from  duty 
for  over  a year.  Recovering,  he  joined  his 
command  again,  and  was  again  three  times 

1 wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  IVildei-ness, 

j being  shot  through  the  right  thigh,  the  left 
ankle  and  left  foot.  The  last  wounds  dis- 
atded  him  for  the  remainder  of  the  war  and 
he  remained  in  the  hospitals  in  Virginia  un- 
til the  summer  of  1805,  not  reaching  his 
home  in  Texas  until  September  of  that  year. 
For  eight  months  after  the  war  closed  he 
xvent  on  crutches  and  was  able  to  do  Imt  lit- 
tle active  work.  In  the  meantime,  however, 
he  took  charge  of  his  father’s  farm  in  Milam 
county  and  directed  operations  on  it.  In 

1803  he  married,  and  having  come  into  pos- 
session of  some  property’  by  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  engaged  in  fanning  and  stock- 
raising,  at  which  he  has  continued  since.  He 
owns  700  acres  of  land  four  miles  west  of 
Cameron,  most  of  which  is  devoted  to  stock- 
raising.  Mr.  Huffman  is  an  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  man,  prominent  in  local 
matters  and  greatly  respected  as  a citizen. 
He  is  the  only  representative  of  his  name  in 
Milam  county’,  being  an  only  child  and  his 
parents  being  now  deceased.  His  mother 
died  in  this  county  in  1858  and  his  father  in 
186G,  aged  sixty’. 


I LIMA  M 

wj  ject  of  thii- 
—1  ^ and  better 
“Tup”  Tayloi',  was 


M.  TAYLOR,  the  sub- 
^ notiee,  more  familiarly 
known  in  this  county  as 
born  in  Martin  county. 
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iS’ortli  Carolina,  in  1888,  wIkto  his  father,  ' 
McCJhnn  Tayloi'.  was  also  horn,  in  1800.  Th(^ 
latter  was  a son  of  liicliard  Taylor,  wlio  was  I 
l)orn  in  Xoi'tli  Carolina,  in  1778,  and  thei'e 
heeaine  a laroe  plantei-,  aecuin ulatino;  nundi 
property  in  land  and  slaves,  dyino  at  the  age  i 
of  sixty-seven.  lie  reared  a family  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  McClem,  the  father  of 
William  M.  of  this  article,  was  the  thiial  in 
age. 

In  18-11  McClem  Taylor  left  Noi-th  Cai’o- 
lina  and  took  np  his  I’csidence  in  Mississippi, 
where  he  resided  four  years,  when  he  moved 
to  Claiborne  paiish,  J.ouisiana,  anil  thirteen 
years  later  to  Texas,  settling  in  Milam 
county,  where  he  bought  land  and  opened  up 
a farm  on  the  Brazos  river.  The  title  to  this 
land  being  defective,  Mr.  Taylor  lost  his 
home  some  years  after  locating  in  this 
county.  lie  never  sought  or  held  office  and 
had  no  militai-y  record,  having  been  too  old 
to  take  any  ])art  in  the  late  war,  but  fur- 
nished three  sojis  for  that  cause.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  and  always  ob- 
served the  strictest  integrity.  He  contributed 
liberally  of  his  means  to  all  laudable  pur- 
poses when  in  condition  to  do  so,  and  when 
his  death  occurred  suddenly  in  April,  1892, 
a sorrowing  community  followed  him  to  his 
last  resting  place  near  Caddo  Church.  He 
was  first  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Banks,  bj' 
whom  he  had  the  following  children : Jennet, 
Louisa,  deceased,  who  married  J.  M.  Carfrill; 
James  II.;  Eliza,  died  young;  Mary,  deceased, 
first  married  John  Leatherman  and  after  his 
death  James  Scoggin;  William  M.,  of  this 
article;  Alexander;  Sallie,  deceased,  who  mar- 
ried David  Allday.  In  18-15  Mrs.  Taylor 
died,  and  three  years  later  .Mr.  Taylor  mar- 
ried Mrs.  C'ynthia  .Vnn  Peters,  nee  Cargill, 
and  by  this  union  there  wei'c  five  children: 


()livia,  John.  Parthenia,  deeivased,  hmii^a 
;ind  Kdward.  .Mrs.  J'aylor,  the  second,  died 
in  February.  1879. 

AT.  ,M.  J'aiy'loi'  was  raised  mainly  in  (M.ai- 
borne.  parish,  l.oiiisiana,  acemn pany ing  his 
father,  in  1859,  to  'I’exas,  locating  in  Alilam 
county,  wlu're  he  worked  with,  and  near  his 
father  until  the  o])0ringof  the  late  war.  In 
the  spring  of  18G1  he  etdisted  in  Company 
F,  Captain  S'tinnett,  Eighth  Texas  Infantry, 
(Jolonel  A'onncr.  ATith  this  command  he  re- 
mained  during  the  war.  He  served  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river.  The  first  fight  was  at 
A^oung’s  Point  on  the  Mississi[»]h  river.  .Af- 
terward he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Mans- 
field, Pleasant  Hill,  Jenkins’  Ferry  and  \ el- 
low  Bayou.  The  command  tlien  returned  to 
Texas  and  were  disbanded  at  Hempstead, 
May,  1885. 

Mr.  Taylor  returned  home  at  once  and  re- 
sumed work  on  the  farm,  one  pony  being  all 
he  had  left  with  which  to  make  his  first  crop. 
The  second  year  he  bought  a small  tract  of 
land  near  .lones  Prairie  on  Pond  creek,  and 
this  he  retained  two  years,  when  he  made 
several  removals,  but  finally,  in  1878,  bought 
500  acres  near  Wilderville,  unimproved,  on 
wliich  to  settle  and  to  which  he  has  added  by 
purchase  until  his  holdings  amount  to  700 
acres,  350  acres  of  which  are  in  cultivation. 
About  eighty-five  hales  of  cotton  annually 
are  grown,  besides  grain  and  stock  products 
in  proportion. 

Politically,  Mr.  T.aylor  is  a Democi-at.  but 
takes  only  a casual  interest  in  partisan  poli- 
tics. He  is  a valued  member  of  the  Alasonic 
order,  holding  membership  in  the  lodge  at 
Uosebush . 

In  1807  Mr.  Taylor  married  Mary  B., 
daughtei'  of  Peter  Allday.  She  was  boni  in 
1845,  in  ( tenrii'ia,  and  is  a sister  of  Davi<l 
Allday,  in  whose  sketch  in  this  work  a full 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


history  of  tlio  fimiilj  will  hr  roiiiul.  ^\Mth 
hei-  himily  .she  i>  attaclii'd  to  the  llaptift 
(’liurch.  The  children  horn  to  Mr.  and  Mi's. 
d’aylor  are;  I.ena,  wlio  is  now  deceased; 
David;  Fluianice;  Charles,  deceased ; Clem; 
Petei';  lleida;  Milton;  William  and  Thooso- 
j)his,  known  as  “ Sid.” 

1!.  II  ITT  TO,  a prosjHM'uus  young 
farmer  of  Jliitto,  A\dlliamsou  county, 
is  a sou  of  J.  E.  Hutto,  a pioneer  of 
Te.xas.  J.  E.  Hutto  was  horn  in  A!a- 
l)ama,  dune  8,  1824,  and  was  I'eared  on  a 
farm  in  his  native  State  Upon  his  arrival 
in  Texas  iu  1847  lie  engaged  in  farming  and 
stcick-raising  in  Travis  county.  About  1855 
lie  moved  to  AVilliamson  county,  settling 
near  where  Hutto  has  since  been  built,  this 
town  having  been  named  in  honor  of  him. 
Here  for  twenty  years,  iietween  1855  and 
1875,  ho  was  one  ot  the  wealthy  cattlemen 
of  this  section  of  the  country.  He  continued 
to  reside  here  until  1885,  when  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Waco,  Texas,  where  he  is 
now  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  He 
was  in  the  Confederate  army  three  years.  It 
was  not  until  after  he  came  to  this  State  that 
he  was  married,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Margaret  Hughes,  of  Alabama.  They 
have  had  the  following  named  children:  J. 
K.,  a gin  man  of  Hutto;  J.  E.,  a prosperous 
farmer  of  AMilliamson  county;  AV.  T. ; C.AV.; 
II.  B. ; 11.  E. ; Ellen,  who  married.!.  S.  Alon- 
day;  Xettie,  who  married  J.  A.  Blanton;  and 
an  infant  that  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

R.  B.  Hutto  was  born  in  AVilliamson  coun- 
ty, Texas,  August  ;31,  1857.  He  grew  upon 
his  father's  ranch  and  assisted  in  carino-  for 
his  fathei‘'s  catth'  until  h(Mc‘:ich(‘d  his  major- 
ity. He  then  launched  (Uit  in  the  cattle  bu>i- 


ncss for  h i m.'-el f.  in  whiidi  he  was  engaged  fur 
nine  yeurs,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  dis- 
pi.ised  of  his  cattle  intei'ests  for  825, OOU.  He 
then  invested  in  farm  property  near  Hutto, 
and  now  gives  his  chief  attention  to  the  i-ais- 

O 

ing  of  cotton,  making  an  occasional  trade. 
He  is  cultivating  350  acres  of  his  700-acre 
tract.  His  cotton  croj)  in  1892  amounted  to 
132  bales. 

]\[arch  13,  1885,  Air.  Hutto  married  Alice, 
daughter  of  Albert  Barker.  The  other  chil- 
di'en  in  the  Barker  family  are  Jesse,  Gus, 
Calvin,  Ollie,  Benjamin  and  Katie.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Hutto  have  three  children:  AA'^illis,  born 
in  1880;  Jessie,  in  1889,  and  May,  in  1892. 

Air.  HuttoT  success  is  attributed  to  his 
great  enei'gy,  backed  by  good  judgment,  a 
combination  not  common  to  a great  majority 
of  our  business  men. 


J|OSEPH  AIELASKEY,  one  of  the  pio- 
I neer  merchants  of  Taylor,  was  born  in 
Russia  in  1851,  a son  of  Alendal  and 
Jennie  (Brownie)  Alelaskey.  Our  subject 
received  his  education  in  Hebrew,  being -what 
is  commonly  called  a Jew,  or  Israelite.  He 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
landed  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  then 
came  as  a steerage  passenger  to  Galveston, 
Texas.  Air.  Alelaskey  was  then  without 
money,  and  suffered  much  for  proper  food. 
AVhile  in  that  city  he  met  a Air.  Blum,  who 
gave  him  $25  and  sent  him  to  his  uncle,  B. 
Alelaskey,  at  Austin.  After  remaining  there 
one  month  our  subject  began  selling  water- 
melons, peaches,  etc.,  in  front  of  his  uncle's 
store,  and  in  one  month  made  as  high  as  ,$200. 
His  uncle  then  gave  him  a team  of  horses,  a 
li'dit  waoon,  and  a stuck  of  goods,  and  Air. 
Alelaskey  was  engaged  as 


a traveling  sales- 
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m;m  until  1877.  He  tlieii  estaHl islu-d  tlie 
tliinl  ecMieral  ^tuiv  in  Taylor,  cloini;;  Imsiiie-ts 
under  the  tinn  name  of  d.  Melaskey  A:  C<)., 
with  a ca|)ital  stock  of  $(),000,  and  1>.  and 
II.  Alela.'key,  of  Austin,  owned  a half  inter- 
est in  the  estahlishincnt.  Four  years  later 
thi.s  firm  dissolved,  and  the  partnershij)  of 
Melaskey  A Goldstone  was  formed,  which 
continued  five  years.  Since  that  time  our 
suhject  has  continued  alone,  cari'yinw  a gen- 
eral merchandise  stock  amounting  to  about 
S.35,000,  and  his  sales  i-each  $75,000  annu- 
allv-  lie  does  both  a cash  and  credit  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Melaskey  erected  the  second  brick 
business  house  in  Taylor,  and  at  the  present 
time  owns  two  lare;e  business  buildino-s.  lie 
also  has  city  property  to  tlie  amount  of 
$25,000,  has  a good  cotton  gin  and  a $10,000 
homestead. 

Mr.  Melaskey  was  married,  in  1880,  to 
Miss  Sarali  Pearlstone,  a native  of  Leon 
county,  Texas, and  a daugliter  of  I.  M.  Pearl- 
stone,  of  Waco,  this  State.  Our  subject  and 
wife  have  four  children:  Himan,  Lulu,  An- 
nett  and  Harris.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melaskey 
are  memhers  of  the  Jewish  couo'reo:ation. 
The  former  also  affiliates  Av.ith  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
the  American  L.  of  II.,  Hill  City  Lodge,  jSTo. 
241,  I.  O.  B.  B.,  and  Maccabees,  Taylor 
Lodge,  No.  10. 

\ ILL  I AM  J.  GAUSE.— The  subject 
of  this  sketch  is  one  whose  name 
will  live  in  the  history  of  Milam 
county,  not  because  of  the  circumstance  of  its 
having  been  given  to  one  of  the  towns  of  the 
county,  but  because  his  personal  woi’th  is 
such  that  those  among  whom  he  has  so  lono 
lived,  will  not  willingly  let  the  stui'y  of  his 
life  be  forgotten,  but  rathei'  will  tran>mit  it 
to  thc'ir  descendants,  and  thu.-'  into  pei'jadnity. 


Wdlliam  .1.  (hau>t'  is  a son  of  IVilliam 
Ganse,  who  was  a son  <d'  John  Gaiise,  the 
last  named  being  a nati\e  pi'obably  of  North 
Carolina.  lie  was  of  (fennan  extraction, 
a descendant  of  one  of  those  thrifty,  ])cace- 
ful  people  called  “ Pennsylvania  Dutch.”  by 
whom  iiot  only  the  gi'cat  Keystone  State 
but  others  of  the  original  thii'teen  colonies 
were  settled  in  the  early  days  of  the  Bepublic. 
John  Gause  is  known  to  have  served  in  tlus 
American  Kevolution,  and  family  tradition 
credits  him  with  having  been  a good  sohlier- 
He  spent  his  later  years  in  North  Cai’olina, 
where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in  plant- 
ino-.  ITilliam  Gause,  the  father  of  William 
J.,of  this  article,  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
in  the  year  1800.  He  grew  up  there,  and  at 
about  the  age  of  twenty,  went  to  Alabama, 
locating  in  the  vicinity  of  Montgomery,  where 
he  subse(piently  met,  and  in  1828  married 
Mary  Ann  Moseley,  a daughter  of  Robert 
and  Rebecca  Moseley,  who  had  moved  from 
South  Carolina  to  Alabama,  about  1820  or 
1825.  For  twenty  years  William  Gause  was 
successfully  engaged  in  agriculture  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Alabama,  when  in  the  year 
1840,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood, 
he  died,  deeply  mourned  by  a family  who 
prohjundly  loved  him,  and  by  a large  number 
of  friends  to  whom  he  had  endeared  himself 
by  his  useful  services  and  genial  nature.  He 
had  no  civil  or  military  record.  Of  him  it 
can  be  recorded  as  the  Psalmist  said  of  an- 
other: His  ways  were  ways  of  pleasantness, 

and  all  his  paths  were  peace.  He  had,  how- 
ever, a brothel',  John  Gause,  who  was  a man 
of  ])ublic  note  in  Alabama,  in  an  early  day, 
feeing  one  of  the  framers  of  the  first  State 
constitution,  ami  lioth  being  ardent  Whigs 
in  the  times  when  the  political  contest  was 
between  Whigs-  and  Dmnocrats.  xVfter  the 
death  of  her  husband,  the  widow  of  William 
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Gaiise,  fu^eompaiiiiui  l>y  lier  two  sons, William 


J.  and  Robert  !».,  came  to  Texas,  and  settled 
in  Harrison  county.  Tl;e  family  resided  in  I 
that  county  until  18o5,  when  William  J. 
married  and  moved  to  Milam  comity,  the 
mothei’  remaining  in  Harrison  county,  where 
she  died  about  185U.  The  lirother,  Ridiert 
is  still  a resident  of  east  Texas,  living 
in  Marion  county,  where  he  is  engaged  in 

farminif. 


William  J.  (dause,  with  whom  this  notice 
is  mainly  concerned,  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  Alabama,  November  26,  1829.  He 
was  reared  in  his  native  county,  and,  in  his 
youth,  had  tlie  advantages  of  a good  com- 
mon-school  education,  which  he  followed  up,  j 
alter  on,  with  some  study  of  the  languages  j 
and  the  higher  mathematics.  Thus  qualified  j 
for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  man’s  estate,  j 
lie  came  to  Texas  in  1849,  and  cast  his  lot  j 
with  the  peoqile  of  this  new  State.  From 
1849  to  1855,  he  lived  in  Harrison  county,  ! 
where  he  had  charge  of  his  mother’s  estate, 
wliich  he  managed  successfully.  Marrying 
at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  October  3,  1855,  he 
purchased  a tract  of  500  acres  of  land,  lying 
in  the  southeast  part  of  Milam  county,  to 
wdiich  he  moved  a year  later,  and  where  he 
resided  until  1872,  when  he  bought  his 
present  place,  on  which  he  then  settled,  and 
where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Gause  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life, 
and  has  met  with  a full  measure  of  success,  j 
He  owns  1,000  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  j 
250  acres  of  which  are  in  cultivation,  and  all  | 
of  it  more  or  less  improved,  well  located  and  ; 
well  stocked.  He  also  conducts  a mercantile 
business  in  the  village  of  Gause,  and  is  recoo-  I 
nized  as  one  of  the  financially  solid  men  of ! 
that  locality.  He  is  a public-spirite<l  citizen, 
a man  of  liberal  views,  and  also  liberal  with 
his  means  in  fostering  those  enterprises 


which  he  l)elic\-es  will  stimulate  the  mat(udal 
interests  of  his  town  and  county,  and  aild  to 
their  social  and  moral  advancement.  He  has 
parsed  life’s  summit,  having  reached  that 
jioint  in  his  career  when  his  thoughts  are 
largely  of  a reflective  natui'o.  Time  and  for- 
tune have  dealt  kindly  with  him,  and,  his  life 
having  been  well  ordei’ed,  his  reflections  can 
not  but  be  pleasant  All  who  know  him 
accord  him  a high  place  in  the  community 
where  he  lives  and  pronounce  his  career  an 
unqualified  success. 

Mr.  Gause’s  wife,  who  yet  abides  with  him, 
and  to  wdmse  counsel  and  assistance  he  owes 
much  of  the  success  he  has  attained,  as  well 
as  the  most  wdiolesome  pleasures  of  his  life, 
was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  Alabajua, 
October  3,  1835.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Lovedy  A.  Armstrong,  she  being  a daughter 
of  MarMn  M.  and  Harriet  (Moseley)  Arm- 
strong, who  were  born,  the  father  in  Ala- 
bama and  the  mother  in  Georgia,  and  who 
were  married  in  Alabama,  about  1829. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gause  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Harriet  A.,  now  the  wife  of 

Captain  F.  M.  Adams,  of  Milam  county; 
Willie  F.,  of  Covington;  Fannie  L.,  wife  of 
F.  B.  Bever,  of  Crockett,  Texas;  Annie,  wife 
of  Ed  Sanders,  of  Cameron;  William  Stone- 
wall, who  died  at  the  age  of  six;  Catherine 
C.  and  Robert  B. 

Mr.  Gause  and  wife  and  several  of  tlieir 
children  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  he  was  Steward  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  in  which  he  was  an  active 
worker,  especially  in  the  Sunday-schools,  both 
in  the  capacity  of  snj)erintendent  and  teacher. 

Mr.  Gause’  life  has  been  well  ordered,  and 
is  worthy  of  mention  in  this  connection.  His 
temperate  and  moral  habits  are  unexception- 
abl(>.  He  never  indulged  in  the  ruinous  pas- 
times of  yc^uth,  and  lumce  he  reached  and 
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lias  c‘ii  jnyi'il  innniiood  in  physical  licalth  and 
with  a sound  and  jiractica!  iniinl.  In  dispo- 
sition he  is  crcinal  and  lively,  full  of  hope 
and  always  lo(d<ino  at  the  hidoht  side.  Jlis 
devotion  to  his  widowial  mother  was  ever 
niarhed  and  is  worthy  of  all  praise.  There 
conld  hardly  he  a hotter  picture  of  filial 
aifection,  or  one  more  I’adiant  with  love  and 
temlernes.s  than  that  of  the  .stalwart  young 
man,  full  of  life  and  presumably  with  some 
of  the  waywai'dness  of  youth,  eschewing  all 
the  pleasui'es  and  ])astimes  usually  indulged 
in  l)v  those  of  his  aoe  and  dcvotino  his  ener- 
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gies  to  the  task  of  liftimr  from  his  mother 
the  responsihilitie.s  of  her  widowhood.  The 
same  faithfulness  and  devotion  have  character- 
izerl  his  actions  toward  the  members  of  his 
own  family,  he  bestowing  upon  them  all  the 
care  and  earnest  solicitude  of  an  aifectionate 
husband  and  father. 


Thomas  BHUCE,  "Commissioner  of 
Precinct  No.  1,  AV^illiamson  county,  is 
a memhcr  of  the  noted  Scotch  family 
of  that  name,  made  famous  by  the 
illustrious  liobert  Bruce,  familiar  to  readers 
of  Scottish  history.  In  Colonial  days  two 
brothers  of  the  name  settled  in  the  colony  of 
Maryland,  on  the  Potomac.  Their  descend- 
ants crossed  the  river  into  Virginia,  where 
our  subject’s  grandfatlier,  Thomas  Bruce, 
was  born  and  raised.  His  married  life  was 
passed  in  Creeuville  district,  South  Carolina, 
where  he  raised  a large  family,  and  lived  to  a 
good  old  age.  The  parents  of  our  subject, 
James  and  Annie  (Ponder)  Bnice,  in  their 
turn,  mari'ied,  and  ]»assed  their  entire  life  in 
that  neighboi'hood.  The  father  was  a man 
of  iulluence  in  his  community.  altlK)Ugh  he 
never  aspired  to  ])ublic  otlice,  and  was  a 
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mcmlK'r  of  the  Ba|)ti,=  t ('hurch.  Mr.  and 
Ml'S.  Bruce  had  ten  children,  as  follows: 
'riioma-^,  thesuhject  of  this  sketch;  John,  of 
Greenville,  South  Carolina;  AVilliam  J.,  of 
Fannin  county,  Texas;  Milton,  of  Haywood 
county.  North  Carolina;  Joseph,  of  William- 
son county;  Nancy,  now  Mrs.  Dennis  Crain, 
of  Greenville;  Mai-y,  now  Mrs.  Ballinger,  of 
Birmingham,  Alaliama;  Caroline,  deceased ; 
Angeliiie,  now  Mrs.  Ballinger,  of  Buncombe 
county.  North  Carolina.  The  mother  dieil 
in  18bil,  and  the  father  in  188G. 

Thomas  Bi'uce,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Greenville  district.  South  Caro- 
lina, November  25,  183G.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  he  went  to  Atlanta,  Georgia, 
and  nine  months  afterward  came  to  Texas, 
spending  the  first  two  years  in  Husk  county, 
after  which  he  located  in  AVashington  county. 
In  March,  18G1,  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
late  war,  entering  a company  of  State  troops, 
and  was  stationed  on  the  frontier.  In  the 
following  May  the  company  became  a part 
of  the  regular  service.  Company  B,  Second 
Texas  Cavalry,  and  was  ordered  to  Arizona, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Balverda 
and  other  engagements.  After  fifteen  months 
there  the  I'egiment  was  ordered  East,  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Galveston,  passed  into 
Louisiana  and  remained  there  until  the  close 
of  hostilities.  Mr.  Bruce  then  resumed 
farming  in  AVasliington  county,  and  in  the 
fall  of  18G0  came  to  Williamson  county,  lo- 
cating on  his  present  farm  of  400  acres, 
six  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Georgetown. 
In  1892  Air.  Bi'uce  was  chosen  by  the  Dem- 
ocratic juirty  as  Commissioner  of  Precinct 
No.  1,  which  office  he  still  holds,  o-iving 
eminent  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 

In  -lanuary,  18GG,  in  AV’^ashington  county, 
Texas,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Eliza  Bussell.  Tlu'y  had  t\\'c>  childrmi : 
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Leli;i,  .it  liome;  ;uul  (ieor(re,  n mil  lei’  at 
Georeetowii.  The  wife  ami  mother  d ied  in 
the  tall  of  18G9.  In  1872  Mr.  Bi’iice  mar- 
ried Mrs.  7Vileman,  and  they  have  luul  seven 
children,  four  now  liviim;  Ida,  Kate,  Aleta 
and  Alta.  Mr.  Bruce  is  a member  of  the 
Metliodist  Church. 


ILLIAM  P.  Bllil). — From  half  to 
three-quarters  of  a century  ago  the 
name  of  Cajitain  John  Bii’d  was  as 
well-known  to  the  scattered  settlers  of  central 
Te.xas  as  that  of  General  Sam  Houston  was  to 
the  whole  people  of  the  Bopublic  immedi- 
ately atfer  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto.  He 
stood  to  the  settlers  of  this  section  in  the 
same  relation  that  Houston  did  to  all  of  the 
settlers,  that  is,  as  their  friend  and  protector. 
The  territory  extending  from  the  vicinity  of 
where  Belton  now  stands  to  the  vicinity  of 
Brenhain  he  covered  with  his  rancrers,  and  not 
once  but  many  times  did  his  .alertness, 
bravery,  skill  and  daring  save  the  people  of 
this  section  from  the  visitations  of  the  heart- 
less savages  of  the  frontier.  Captain  Bird 
has  never  been  accorded  as  extended  a space 
in  the  history  of  this  locality  as  that  to  which 
he  is  entitled,  and  a somewhat  fuller  reference 
to  him  will  therefore  be  made  in  this  place 
in  connection  with  what  is  said  of  his  son, 
the  subject  of  this  notice. 

William  Bird,  the  father  of  John  Bird  and 
the  grandfather  of  William  P.  of  this  article, 
was  a native  of  England.  He  came  to 
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America  some  time  during  the  latter  part  of  | 
the  last  century  and  settled  in  Tennessee.  ! 
There  his  son  John  was  born  in  1795.  He 
was  reared  in  that  State  and  ju’actically  on  ' 
the  frontier.  The  settlers  at  that  date  were  in  ! 
a constant  state  of  warfare  with  the  Indians, 
and  all  men  able  to  bear  arms,  especially  tlu'  i 


younger  men,  had  abundant  o|ipoi’tunity  to 
become  familiar  with  Indian  customs  and 
character.  John  Bii’d  saw  cmisidei’able  ser- 
vice diirimi’ those  years  as  an  Indian  ticrhter. 
He  also  served  iindc'r  Jackson  in  the  war  of 
1812,  ami  in  this  way,  by  the  time  he  had 
re.ached  middle  life,  was  well  accustomed  to 
the  smell  of  powder  and  versed  in  the  simpler 
arts  of  war.  He  was  a man  of  strono  physi- 
cal courao'e,  full  of  dai’iiio-  yet  cool  and  col- 
lected  in  danger.  He  possessed  individuality 
and  a certain  gift  of  command  which  easily 
won  for  him  the  leadership  in  every  com- 
munity and  company  in  which  he  was  thrown. 
Like  most  brave  men  he  sympathized  with 
the  weak,  and  to  excite  him  to  action  it  was 
only  necessary  to  tell  him  that  some  one  was 
in  distress.  The  spectacle  of  a few  colonies 
of  his  fello'.v-countrymeu  struggling  against 
a great  military  power  like  Mexico  moved 
him  as  it  did  many  another  noble  soul  to  cast 
his  fortunes  in  Texas  at  an  early  day  and 
where  he  willingly  took  up  the  life  of  a 
frontiersman  with  all  its  hardships  and  un- 
certainties. He  came  to  Texas  in  1829,  beincr 
then  married  and  the  head  of  a family.  He 
made  his  first  stop  on  the  Brazos  river  at  a 
place  then  known  as  “Old  Cow  Cooper’s,” 
located  in  what  is  no\v  Austin  county.  He 
had  been  there  but  a short  time  when  his 
services  were  demanded  in  avertino’  attacks 
of  the  Indians  and  running  down  Indian 
horse-thieves  and  affording  general  jirotectiou 
to  the  lives  and  projierty  of  the  settlers. 
Once  in  the  service,  his  skill  as  a leader  and 
the  contidence  which  his  presence  always  in- 
spired kept  him  there  till  his  death.  He  was 
in  nearly  every  expedition  sot  on  foot  in  this 
cfeneral  section  in  those  davs.  and  organized 
at  dilfereiit  times  a number  of  companies  for 
service  against  the  Indians,  lie  wa-  opposi'd 
to  the  war  of  18J5-'3G,  by  which  Texas  won 
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liei-  in<lc[)(-Mi(leiico,  but  when  volunteers  were 
called  I'oi-  he  raised  a eoinjianY  with  which  he 
entc‘re(l  the  servi(;e,  and  after  servino  f()r  a 
time  in  front  of  Santa  Anna  took  a position  by 
General  Houston’s  direction  near  the  llra/.os, 
whei'o  he  oave  to  the  scattere<l  settlers  needed 
protection  ai^ainst  the  Indians.  lie  continued 
in  active  sei-vice  as  a ranirei'  up  to  the  date  of 
his  death,  and,  in  fact,  made  his  life  the  last 
olfering  to  a people  whom  he  had  so  long  and 
faithfully  served.  He  was  killed  in  what  is 
now’  Bell  county,  in  1830,  while  at  the  head  of 
a com[)any  of  rangers  in  pursuit  of  Indian 
horse-thieves.  The  circumstances  attendino- 
liis  death  form  one  of  those  interostino 
episodes  that  mark  the  early  history  of  Te.xas 
and  one  deserving  a full  discription  in  this 
connection. 

On  May  26,  1839,  Captain  John  Bird,  with 
a company  of  thirty-one  rangers,  well 
mounted  and  equipped,  left  Fort  Milam,  at 
the  falls  of  the  Brazos,  on  a scouting  e.xpedi- 
tion  against  the  depredating  bands  of  Indians 
who  were  constantly  making  forages  upon  the 
unprotected  setclements  around  Fort  Griffin, 
on  Little  river,  which  was  at  that  time  on 
the  e.xtreme  fi'ontier  of  Texas  in  that  direc- 
tion— the  Bryants,  Mar  lins  and  a few  others 
on  the  Brazos  being  their  nearest  neighbors. 
The  presence  of  the  Indians  was  divined  fi’om 
the  usual  signs,  and  after  a hurried  march  of 
some  five  miles  upon  the  fi-eshly  made  trail 
they  .suddenly  came  upon  several  small  bands 
of  Comanches.  When  discovered  tlu'  Indians 
were  evidently  aw’are  of  the  presence  of  the 
ranoers  and  were  engaged  in  collectino-  their 
forces.  The  rangers  cliai-ged  the  i-edskin^, 
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who  mo\ed  on  ahead  of  the  white  men, 
thinking  by  that  meairs  to  jrrevent  pm 
suit.  Following  on  for  soim*  tlircc  miles 
over  the  praii'ir-,  the  r'angei'S  found  thmm 
selves  confronted  by  the  same  party  of  In- 


dians inci'easr'd  by  other’s  wlirr  had  obeyed  the 
signal  to  come  tooethei’,  and  were  arrayed  in 
battle  order  and  rearly  for  a light.  The  d’rnx- 
ans  agidn  charged  upon  them,  and  after  a 
short  skirmish  the  Indians  again  lied,  the 
rairgers  pui’suing  theirr  several  miles  further’, 
but  without  overtaking  them.  Their  horses 
being  cotrsidei’ably  jaded,  the  savages  easily 
outrode  them.  The  I'angers  now  gave  up  the 
chase,  birt  after  retracing  their  steps  for  half 
a mile,  and  just  as  they  w’ei’e  emerging  fi’oin 
a skii’l  of  timber  on  the  south  siifc  of  a small 
stream,  since  called  Bird’s  ci’cek,  and  at  a 
point  about  seveir  miles  northeast  of  the  pres- 
ent town  of  Belton,  they  were  suddenly  sur- 
rounded by  about  foi’ty  Indians,  who  shot  their 
arrow’s  at  them  from  every  direction.  The 
rangers  made  for  a ravine  some  600  yards  in 
front,  where  there  was  a spring,  which  they 
succeeded  in  reaching  despite  the  desperate 
attempts  made  to  thwart  them  by  the  sav- 
ages, who  now’  retired  to  the  top  of  a hill 
about  300  yards  distant.  A council  of  war 
was  now  held,  when  the  Indians  sent  up 
three  “ signal  smokes,”  wdiicli  w’ere  in  a like 
manner  answered  in  as  many  different  direc- 
tions. In  about  half  an  hour  the  rangers 
saw  a large  body  of  mounted  w’arriors  head- 
ing in  the  direction  of  their  confederates.  In 
a few  minutes  the  hilltop  seemed  to  be  liter- 
ally alive  w’itli  painted  demons.  Increased 
to  about  300  in  number,  aT)d  led  by  the  fa- 
moi’s  chief  Buffalo  Hump,  the  Indians  now 
ari’ayed  themselves  in  battle  order,  ready  and 
eagc’i’  for  the  fray.  Advancing  a few  [)aces, 
the  entire  company  halted,  and  they  remaiued 
silent  anil  motionless  for  sevei’al  moments, 
perhaps  to  give  the  little  band  of  Texans  in 
the  ravine  an  oj)portunitv  of  counting  the 
enemy;  but,  as  one  of  the  rangei's  remai’ked 
after  the  liglit.  “thar  warn’t  no  time  for 
countin’  Injins. ” 'fhe  Indph’ss  litth’  com- 
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pany  of  inen  wvll  l<nt‘\v'  that  tliis  lorini(Jahle 
army  of  rod  dovils  uaiuld  toon  swoop  down 
upon  them,  and  they  were  l)usy  ])repaidno  to 
defend  themselves  atrainst  sneh  fearful  odds. 
Kaisino-  the  Comanche  war-whoop  all  alonj^ 
the  line,  the  Indians  charged  down  upon  the 
men  in  the  ravine,  uttering  the  most  un- 
earthly yells  that  evei'  greeted  the  ears  of 
mortals,  and  at  the  same  time  [ioni'ing  a del- 
uge of  ari'ows.  The  Te.xans  were  hrave  and 
cool,  and  gave  them  a most  deadly  recejttion, 
causing  them  to  retire  to  the  hilltop,  without 
carrying  olf  their  dead  and  wounded.  Again 
the  enemy  cliarged  in  overwhelming  num- 
hei’S,  this  time  advancing  to  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  ravine,  but  under  the  galling  fire  of 
the  I'augers  they  wei'C  once  more  cjiiipelled 
to  retreat,  leavino-  a numher  of  their  dead 
and  wounded  upon  the  field. 

A still  more  vio-orous  attack  was  now  made 
by  the  Indians,  who  were  detennined  to  rout 
the  little  garidson  at  all  hazards.  The  strife 
became  deadly.  The  gallant  little  band  of 
rangers  in  the  ravine  fought  for  life,  and 
ta.xed  their  energies  to  the  utmost.  The  field 
was  almost  an  open  prairie,  with  little  or 
nothino  to  shield  the  contending  foes  ao-ainst 
the  showei-s  of  arrows  and  leaden  hail  which 
were  being  incessantly  sent.  Victory  ti'embled 
in  the  balance.  The  Imliaiis  charged  re- 
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peatedly  almost  to  the  brink  of  the  ravine, 
but  were  often  forced  back.  The  brave  Cao- 
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tain  J‘ird  was  killed  early  in  the  fight,  and 
si.x  other  I'angers  were  killed  or  wounded. 
The  remainder,  reduceil  to  only  twenty-five 
in  nund>er,  and  exhausted  by  the  protracted 
contest,  seemed  doomed  to  almost  certain  de- 
sti'uction,  when  dames  ilobinnett,  a young 
German,  upon  wlmni  the  command  iiuw  de- 
volved, swore  to  hiscomi'ades  that  he  would 
kill  the  chief  in  the  next  charge  at  tiie  n'sk 
<d'  hi>  own  life.  'i  onm>  Ihddnuett  had  not 
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long  to  wait  befoix'  the  Indiaim  again  cdiarged 
ilown  upon  them,  leil  by  their  e.hi(d,  who  was 
ai'i’ayed  iti  full  uidform,  with  an  immense^ 
hiaid-'dress  of  biilfalo  horns,  and  mounted  on  a 
splendid  xVmerican  horse,  presenting  a mo.st 
Indierons  yet  formidable  appeai’ance.  Taking 
deliberate  aim,  liobinnett  fired  at  the  chief, 
and  true  to  his  vow,  succeeded  in  killing 
him!  Three  unsuccessful  attempts  were 
made  by  the  Indians  to  rescue  the  lajdy  of 
their  chief  but  each  Indian  fell  who  apj)eaied 
near  his  corpse. 

The  fight  was  thus  ke])t  up  till  near  sun- 
down when  the  savages  retreated  to  the  hill, 
with  heavy  loss  of  men  and  horses.  The  Tex- 
ans’ loss  was  five  killed,  their  gallant  and  la- 
mented captain,  a Mr.  Galy,  Jesse  E.  Nash, 
a Mr.  Weaver,  and  a man  named  Hall  who 
died  from  his  wounds  the  next  day,  and  they 
had  two  or  three  wounded.  The  loss  of  the 
Indians  was  supposed  to  be  about  one  hun- 
dred. 

Fearing  another  attack  from  the  savages 
they  remained  in  the  ravine  until  the  next 
morning;  and,  seeing  no  Indians  in  sight, 
the  rangers  mounted  their  horses  (which  had 
been  secured  near  by  in  the  ravine)  and  made 
their  way  back  to  Fort  Gidfiin,  taking  with 
them  their  wounded  comrades.  Their  story 
was  soon  told  and  a force  of  about  ten  men 
in  a few  da^^s  collected  and  repaired  to  the 
battle-ground.  The  bodies  of  the  slain  were 
too  badly  decomposed  to  be  handled  then, 
bntlatei-  a large  coflin  was  prepared  and  into 
this  uncouth  recejitacle  all  that  was  mortal  of 
Ca|)tain  Bird  and  his  unfortunate  comrades 
were  place<l  and  buried  on  the  battle-grounds. 

On  Bird's  creek  whei'c  the  cmgagement 
lii'St  comnumeed,  the  hnllet  hoh's  may  still 
he  seen  in  many  cd'  the  trei“s.  The  little 
spring  in  the  ravine  that  slacked  tins  thirst 
of  the  besieged  rangers  and  coohal  the 
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fovered  brows  of  their  dyiii^  comrades  still 
bubbles  forth  its  Sj)ai-kliiio-  waters  as  on  that 
memorable  day,  mnrmui'ino  on  etenial 
iXHjuiem  to  the  memory  oi  the  heroes  who  so 
nobly  jierisiied  to  protect  their  homes  and 
loved  ones.  The  battle-ground  is  now  en- 
closed in  a fann  and  all  tliat  marks  the  scene 
of  tills  desperate  coidlict  is  a clump  of  alamo 
bianco  trees,  living  monuments  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  fallen  heroes. 

Captain  Bird  left  surviving  him  a widow 
and  four  children.  His  widow,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Denton,  was  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  Denton,  a native  of  Tennessee, 
where  she  was  horn  about  1800.  She  died  in 
Burleson  county,  in  1870.  The  eldest  child 
of  Captain  Bird  was  a daughter,  Nancy  J., 
who  was  six  times  married,  and  the  mother 
of  a large  number  of  children,  and  who  is  now 
deceased.  Ilia  eldest  son  was  William  lb, 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  The  two 
younger  children  were  Thomas  J.  and  Wincey, 
the  former  a son  and  the  latter  a daimliter, 
both  twice  married  and  the  parents  of  a num- 
ber of  children.  Thomas  is  still  living,  be- 
ing a resident  of  Burleson  county,  and  the 
daughter  is  deceased. 

William  B.  Bird,  the  eldest  son  of  this 
pioneer  family  and  one  of  the  oldest  settlers 
now  living  in  Burleson  county  was  born  in 
Berry  county,  Tennessee,  October  28,  1819. 
He  was  about  ten  years  old  when  his  parents 
came  to  Texas.  He  rece*ived  scaicely  any 
edi’.cation  as  there  were  no  schools  in  Texas 
when  he  was  a boy.  His  time  was  chielly 
occujtied  after  he  reached  his  twelfth  year  in 
looking  after  his  father’s  cattle  over  the 
range.  Captain  Bird  soon  after  coming  to 
Texas,  having  coutrae-ted  to  care  for  a large 
number  of  cattle  on  the  shares.  7'oum>- 
Willitmi  made  an  elfort  to  enter  the  'I'exas 
army  for  service  against  iSanta  Anna,  but 


' there  w.as  no  organization  in  reach  except 
that  of  his  father,  which  his  father  refused 
to  let  him  enter  as  his  services  were  needed 
at  home. 

In  1843  Mr.  Bird  married  Miss  Callie  R. 
Bowell,  a daughter  of  -lolin  and  Celia  Bowell, 
then  residing  in  Austin  county,  this  State. 
Mrs.  Bird’s  parents  moved  from  Ohio  to 
Texas  in  1833.  She  was  born  in  Ohio  and 
was  one  of  si.v  children. 

Mr.  Bird  settled  in  Burleson  county  in 
1846  and  has  resided  here  since  that  date. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  all  his  life  and  has  met  with  moder- 
ate success.  He  has  given  his  attention  en- 
tirely to  his  own  interests,  never  having  con- 
cerned himself  with  public  matters  nor  held 
any  public  olHces.  He  and  his  wife  have 
raised  a family  of  eight  children,  two  sons 
and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  married 
and  all  but  two  of  whom  are  livino.  His 
eldest,  Elizabeth,  was  married  to  George 
Shephard  and  is  now  deceased;  Melissa  is 
the  widow  of  Frank  Zarr,  of  Temple,  Texas; 
Isaac,  died  in  Burlesor!  county,  leaving  no 
children;  Sallie  is  the  wife  of  Jasper  Haney; 
John;  Wincey  is  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Haddox; 
Laura  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Morgan;  and 
Dollie  is  the  wife  of  C.  B.  Hall, — the  last  five 
being  residents  of  Burleson  county. 

The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is 
with  the  Baptist  Church.  In  politics  Mr. 
Bird  formerly  voted  with  the  Democratic 
party  but  in  recent  years  he  has  espoused  the 
cause  of  the  Boj)ulists. 

JOHN  E.  CAMBBELL,  uf  Travi,  coun- 
ty. T(‘xas,  is  of  Scotch  - Irish  docent,  and 
the  iamily  have  resided  in  this  country 
for  about  2<K)ycar.<.  His  j)aivnts,  John  and 


in  STORY  OF  TFXAS. 


‘I08 

Sarah  (^Iviiiihru)  C’aiii phrll,  were  natives,  re- 
s|)ecti\ely,  of  east  '^l\-nnessoe  and  North 
Cai'olina.  II  is  father  was  honi  in  ( tctohei', 
ITSl,  and  his  mother  in  17UD.  7'hey  weia; 
married  in  IS  11,  and  reai'ed  a family  of  ten 
ehildreii,  three  now  living:  Alexander  T.,  of 
Maury  county,  Tennessee;  Amy  C.,  now 
Mrs.  Thomas  White,  ami  a resident  of  the 
old  homestead  in  that  eounty;  and  John  K., 
of  Travis  eounty,  Texas.  The  father  died  in 
iNfaury  eounty,  Tennessee,  in  1851,  and  the 
mother  in  1SG2. 

Jrrhn  E.  Campljell,  sidiject  of  this  sketch, 
was  horn  March  28,  1827,  and  i-aised  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  cmigi-ated  to  Texas  in  1851, 
locating  in  Travis  eounty.  After  settling  in 
this  eounty  he  taught  school  one  year,  and 
then  came  to  his  pi’esent  jrlace,  four  miles 
souiheast  of  Austin,  on  the  Erederickshurg 
road.  In  18G1  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
late  war  in  Company  G,  Sixleenth  Texas 
Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
strur^gle  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment. Mr.  Campbell  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Milliken’s  Bend,  lied  river  expe- 
dition, Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill  and  Jenkins’ 
Ferry,  lie  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  a membei'  of  the  iMasonic  oialer. 

April  28,  1853,  in  Travis  county,  our  sub- 
ject was  united  in  marriage  with  Lavina  C. 
Davidson,  born  in  1833,  a native  of  Ten- 
nessee and  a daughter  of  Andrew  M.  and 
Elizabeth  M.  Davidson.  iMrs.  Campheil  came 
with  her  j)arents  to  Travis  county,  Texas, 
when  a child.  To  this  union  were  horn  two 
chililren.  The  ehlest,  Maggie,  married  lioh- 
(U't  E.  IVhite,  Shei’ilf  of  Travis  eounty.  and 
they  hail  tix  children,-  l)e!la  C.,  John  Dud- 
ley. Thoimm  *1)..  t . C..  d.  (h.  am!  1 rank 
(dee('ased).  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
1888.  The  .-eeond  child  ol'  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
C.'ampbell  wa'  a .■-wn,  who  died  in  infancy. 


Mrs.  Campludl  departed  this  life  a shoi't 
time  before  the  death  of  hei'  youngest  <diild, 
.Novemher  17,  1857,  in  Bastrop  eomitv,  to 
which  j)laec  the  family  had  I’emoved  for  a 
short  time. 

jOllN  PETEllSO.N,  a ])rospei'ous  citi- 
J zen  of  the  Ijiiited  States  l>y  adoption,  is 
' a native  of  Sweden,  horn  July  IG,  18G0. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  own  country,  and 
had  the  benefit  of  the  superior  educational 
f advantages  offered  there.  Ills  father,  M.  P. 
' Peterson,  was  born  also  in  Sweden  in  1827, 
and  followed  fanning,  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Magdalena  Swenson,  a sister 
of  .Vugust  Swenson,  of  Hutto,  Williamson 
county,  and  to  them  wmre  boni  six  children: 
John;  Amelia,  wdfe  of  George  Eluer;  Hilda; 
Amanda,  wife  of  Henry  Ampiist;  Carl,  and 
Claus. 

Allured  by  the  tales  of  plenty  and  good 
fortune  attending  his  countrymen  in  the  far 
AVest,  John  Peterson  determined  to  leave  his 
home  and  friends  and  native  land  and  cross 
the  sea  in  search  of  his  share  of  the  wealth 
abounding  there.  He  shipped  from  Gutten- 
berg  in  1881,  bound  for  New  York  via  Hull, 
lanuing  on  this  shore  April  24.  He  came 
directly  to  Austin,  and  the  following  day  to 
AVilliamson  county,  wdiere  he  secured  em- 
j)loy!uent  with  his  uncle, who  had  sujiplied  him 
with  his  ])a.ssage  money  to  Ameidca.  After  he 
had  paid  this  debt  he  left  the  farm  and  spent 
two  years  in  Austin  in  the  employ  of  S.  T. 
Scott.  By  economy  he  saved  dining  that 
time  sufficient  means  to  bring  his  father's 
family  to  .Vmeriea. 

In  Di'cemher.  188U.  he  contracted  for  a 
cdioi(‘c‘  piece  of  black  land  containing  141 
acres.  Here  lie  ia-?idcs,  and  lias  under  ciilti- 
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vutioii  HO  ixcros.  He  prudiieod  a lar^o  aot- 
toii  cro|»  ill  1892,  an<l,  holding  a portion, 
socMired  the  benelit  of  tlic  liigh  prices  pre- 
vailing in  the  fall  of  that  yeai'. 

Ml-.  Peterson  was  united  in  marriage,  in 
June,  1892,  to  Miss  Ellen  IfloiiKjuist,  a 
daughter  of  C.  M.  ljlom(|iiist.  IJotli  arc 
worthy  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  enjoy  the  regard  of  a wide  circle  of 
acquaintances. 


S.  PORTER.  -It  is  rarely  the  case 
that  one  expects  to  find  much  romance 
in  the  lives  of  successful  business  men, 
esjieciallv  as  it  is  known  that  the  ele- 
ments that  enter  into  and  lead  them  step  hy 
step  through  tlie  circuitous  paths  of  toil  and 
oftentimes  deprivation,  toward  the  attain- 
ment of  financial  success,  are  plain,  hard, 
common-sense,  energy,  perseverance  and  de- 
termination. Yet  to  go  over  the  life  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  one  can  not  fail  to  de- 
tect the  romance  underlying  it  and  to  feel 
that  he  is  perusing  a work  of  fiction  rather 
than  the  career  of  a practical  man  of  husi 
ness. 

Raymond  S.  Porter  was  born  in  Hall 
county,  Georgia,  June  22,1836.  Ills  par- 
ents were  Benjamin  E.  Porter  and  Delaney 
Scott  Bell,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives 
of  Georgia,  the  father  being  a planter  and 
merchant  of  some  means.  Raymond  S.  was 
reared  in  his  native  county,  where  he  attended 
the  local  schools  up  to  his  sixteenth  year.  At 
that  age  he  ran  away  from  home  and  then 
began  that  wild  life  of  adventure  alluded  to 
above.  The  outlines  of  this  portion  of  his 
career  can  imt  bc“  better  gi\en  than  in  the 
languagi-  in  which  he  narrated  it  to  the 
writer.  ( ^)iie.'ti(»ned  as  to  his  eai’ly  life  he 
said: 
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“i\Iy  boyhood  until  I was  sixteen  was  passed 
pleasantly  enough  on  my  father’s  lai'in,  and 
there  was  no  reaMm  for  the  rash  step  I took 
when  I ran  away  e.xccqit  a desire  to  .see  the 
woi-ld.  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1852  that  I 
di'cided  to  take  a tri[)  to  the  then  miich- 
talked-of  gold  fields  of  California.  Hastily 
gathei'ing  up  a handful  of  clothing,  I stole 
out  one  day  and  sallied  forth  with  heart  brave 
enough,  as  1 thought,  to  conquer  a world.  1 
acknowledge  now  that  my  ignorance  of  what 
lay  befoi-e  me  was  one  af  the  chief  sources  of 
iny  courage.  1 had  heard  only  of  the  ro- 
mantic side  of  life  in  the  “Ear  West;’’  1 was 
now  to  learn  some  of  its  hardships  and  dis- 
appointments. 

“ On  leavino-  home  1 went  direct  toxVtlanta, 
wliere  I secured  transportation  to  New  Or- 
leans, at  which  place  I took  passage  on  a 
steamer  bound  for  San  Erancisco,  California. 
Our  route  lay  by  way  of  Havana,  Aspinwall, 
and  Panama  and  thence  round  by  the  west 
coast  of  Mexico,  where  we  touched  at  various 
ports,  reaching  San  Erancisco  after  a two 
months’  voj’age,  travel  then  by  steamer  be- 

ino-  much  slower  than  now  and  considerable 
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time  being  consumed  on  our  trip  by  the  stops 
we  made.  Once  in  the  land  of  gold  1 set  ofi’ 
immediately  for  the  ‘ diggings,’  going  out  by 
way  of  Sacramento  and  Marysville  toward 
the  Yuba  river  country  and  thence  to  Dry 
creek,  where  1 was  soon  fully  initiated  into 
the  business.  I mined  in  that  locality  for 
three  years,  mostly  on  Yuba  river.  It  was  a 
wild,  desultory,  exciting  sort  of  a life,  those 
three  years  that  I spent  on  the  Yuba  river.  1 
do  not  mean  that  it  was  immoral  or  unlaw- 
^ fill;  it  was  jiist  such  a life  as  the  average 
! miner  led  in  those  days,  dues  itahle  because 
of  the  comlition  of  thiin’-s  aroiinil.  The  lit- 
j ei-ature  of  the  coiin'iy  had  Ihh-ii  llooded  ilur- 
1 ing  the  last  «piarter  ot  a century  with  de- 
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sci‘ij)tive  articles,  personal  recollections,  in- 
cidents of  tra\el,  jioenis  and  imvels,  all 
seekiiii^  to  portray  sniiie  phase  of  the  miner's 
life  in  California  diirinc  the  ‘Hush  times' 

r? 

tliere,  hut  no  one  really  knows  what  that  life 
was  or  ever  can  know  except  the  miner  him- 
self. 

“In  the  meantime,  while  I was  working 
away  on  the  Vul)a  river,  oneof  those  jioriodic 
crazes  which  sweep  ovei' miniim  camps  biatke 
out  and  a gi’and  rush  was  made  for  the  Gila 
river  country  of  Arizona,  where  e\eryhody 
was  I'eportcd  to  he  getting  rich.  I went 
along  with  the  i-est,  hut  soon  found  after 
reaching  the  new  • field  ’ that  there  was 
nothinir  in  it. 

“ I went  hack  into  northern  California  and 
mined  for  a while  in  Shasta  county,  when  I 
determined  to  make  a trip  up  the  Pacific 
coast.  A j)arty  of  twenty-two  was  organized 
and  we  worketl  our  way  up  the  coast  tlirough 
tlie  Territories  of  Oreo'on  and  Washington 
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and  into  British  Colionhia.  There  we  heard 
of  promising  fields  in  Alaska.  This  was  in 
1850,  and  Alaska  at  that  time  was  one  of 
those  countries  of  which  hut  very  little  had 
been  heard  and  nothing  practically  was 
known.  But  I decided  to  see  it  and  try  mv 
luck  iu  the  newly  found  mines  there.  Join- 
ing three  or  four  others  we  struck  out  for  the 
laud  ot  the  ‘ Midnight  Sun.’  Our  trip  was  with- 
out venture  sa\e  such  as  made  up  our  every- 
day-life,  to  detail  which  now  would  consume 
too  much  time.  W(‘  reached  the ‘oold  fields' 
in  due  time,  and  found  to  our  chao-rin  that 
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they  W(!re  co'  ercal  with  from  ft)ur  to  six  feet 
of  snow,  which  would  j)i'ohahly  li(^  on  the 
ground  fm- moiifhs.  ()ui’"gnih’  siipjaly  was 
limited,  and  we  were  a hang  way  from  wIku'c 
more  could  he  hail;  so  ue  thought  it  prudent 
to  ahandc»n  tlu‘  (uiterprise  and  r(iruiai  south, 

“ 1 wimt  direct  to  San  l''rancisco,  wlnue. 


having  heard  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war 
between  the  Morth  and  South,  I undertook 
; to  join  the  Confederate  army;  hut  Union 
i sympathizca-'  wcu'e  in  authorily  and  I could 
do  nothing.  1 had  fonned  the  ac(|uaintanc,e 
I of  a Kentuckian  named  T.  -1.  Sears  and  a 
t Georgian  nanu-d  Baldy  Starks  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  1 induced  them  to  acconi|)any  me 
hack  to  Washington  Territory,  whither  we 
went  by  the  usual  I'oute  <d'  travel,  making  our 
lii-st  stop  at  the  Dalles  on  Columbia  river. 
There  wci  heard  of  the  Xez  Perces  mines  then 
hut  recently  discoveiaal,  to  which  we  im- 
mediately made  our  way  and  staked  off 
claims.  We  remained  there  durino-  the 
winter,  mining  a little  as  we  could. 

" By  the  followitig  spring  I had  rietermined 
to  return  to  the  States  and  enter  the  Confed- 
erate army.  In  May  or  June  a company  was 
made  uj)  including  Sears,  Starks,  myself  and 
others,  and  taking  the  old  Nez  Perces  trail 
we  crossed  the  Bitter  lioot  mountains,  iu 
northern  Idaho,  the  liockies  in  western 
Montana  and  made  our  way  on  foot  and  with 
pack-horses  to  old  Fort  Benton,  Montana, 
then  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Missouri 
river.  Here  the  horses  were  disposed  of  to 
Indians  and  traders  and  a good-sized  flat- 
boat  was  constructed,  on  which  thirteen  of 
us  started  down  the  river  for  civilization. 

“ That  trip  down  the  Missouri  I have  good 
reason  to  remember,  for  not  only  was  it 
maked  by  hardships  unusual  even  in  those 
days  of  trial,  but  I came  near  losing  my  scalp 
on  two  or  three  occasions  at  the  hands  of  the 
redskins,  who  then  roamed  over  the  entire 
Xorthwest  and  wei’e  practically  without  re- 
straint  in  their  pillaging  and  murderous  op- 
eralioiis.  <>ur  lirst  encoiintei'  with  these  was 
aftm-  wi‘ got  about  twenty  miles  out  of  the 
Bad  hands.  ^Ve  were  haih*d  one  day  by  a 
band  of  Indians  in  the  Piegan  langiiaoe. 
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tlicre  bfiiig  an  old  trapper  in  our  uuml)L‘r  who 
understood  that  language.  \Ve  pnlleil  towai'd 
the  .shore,  hut  did  not  intend  to  land  until  we 
saw  two  whiti'  men  win;  had  i/een  stripped, 
their  shiil’seaittled  and  ten  or  twelve  wandors 
anjiind  them  in  positions  of  hostile  demon- 
stration. AVe  then  went  over  hoping  to  res- 
cue the  white  men.  We  found  that  there 
were  thirty  or  thirty-five  of  the  redskins  when 
we  touched  shore,  and  that  they  were  As- 
sinahoins,  who  were  known  to  he  hostile.  It 
l)ecame  a ])rol)lem  then  to  get  away  with  our 
hides  whole.  The  Indians  began  immediatelv 
to  pile  into  our  boat  and  throw  out  the  oars, 
take  our  tire-arms  and  show  signs  of  ti<>ht, 
hut  our  old  trapper  said  they  wei'e  only  hlutf- 
i no  and  urged  us  to  otter  no  resistance  further 
than  was  necessary  to  keep  possession  of  our 
arms.  We  knew  that  we  could  > lick  ’ them, 
hut  we  could  not  hope  to  get  away  with  all 
of  them,  and  those  that  might  escape  would 
send  runners  ahead  and  notify  all  the  Indians 
down  the  river,  and  we  would  never  get  out 
in  the  world.  We  finally  began  to  bribe 
them  with  tobacco,  and  while  they  were  in- 
terested with  this  we  gradually  pushed  away 
from  the  shore,  and  workincr  out  into  the 
current  we  soon  got  beyond  reach.  From 
that  day  on  we  were  shot  at  e\  ei'y  day  by 
straggling  bands,  some  of  whom  made  vig- 
orous attacks,  but  we  kept  well  out  from  shore 
and  managed  by  skillful  dodging  and  one  kind 
of  a ruse  and  another  to  escape  without  injury. 

“ Afte)-  we  got  ju-ettv  well  down  the  river, 
we  stopped  one  day  at  Fort  Ibtndall  to  get 
some  supplies,  and  thei'e  found  a iSiou.v  chief 
who  had  got  separated  from  his  tribe.  The 
agent  induced  us  to  take  him  on  Ijoard  and 
convey  him  down  the  I’iver  to  his  village. 
We  did  SO,  taking  him  some  dOO  oi-  400 
mile.'.  Wdien  wi’  i-eaclKal  hi.'  s illam*  he  called 
hir-  liraws  ai'(.»nnd  him,^ome  '.’.OOO  oi'  more 


in  number,  and  made  them  a S|»eech  in 
which  he  told  tlumi  how  we  had  be- 
friendeil  him,  and  instriieted  them  tliat 
they  should  show  us  evc-ry  favoi'  possi!)le. 
We  were  taken  in  and  feasted  for  two 
days  and  nights,  having  a I'oyal  time,  after 
which  we  resumed  our  journey,  wide  hwas 
completed  to  Council  lllulfs  without  further 
incident  worth  mention. 

“ At  Council  lllutfs  oui-  jnirty  disbanded. 
Sears,  Starks  and  myself  taking  steamei'  for 
St.  L(uds,  whence  we  went  to  Cincinnati, 
down  to  Louisville  and  thence  to  Fowling 
Green,  Kentucky.  There  Sears  got  married 
and  Starks  and  I bought  a horse  apiece  and 
joine<l  a S(piad  of  Confederate  soldiers.  These 
happened  to  be  part  of  Morgan’s  men  who 
were  then  in  Kentucky.  I was  with  them  in 
their  subse(|ueut  opei'ations  in  that  State  and 
took  part  also  in  the  celebrated  raid  into  In- 
diana and  Ohio.  I participated  in  all  the  ex- 
travagant, ludicrous,  novel  and  'thrilling  ex- 
periences of  that  raid,  but  will  here  mention 
only  what  befell  me  personally.  I was  cap- 
tured with  the  main  body  of  the  army  in  Ohio 
and  after  conttnement  at  Cincinnati,  Indian- 
apolis and  Chicago,  being  nearly  a year  in 
Camp  Douglas  at  the  last  named  place,  I 
escaped  eaidy  in  the  spring  of  1805,  and 
with  the  aid  of  Southern  sympathizei’s  made 
my  way  back  South. 

“ Again  in  the  vicinity  of  Fowling  Green, 
Kentucky,  I secured  a horse  a,nd  saddle  and 
started  out  by  the  • Grapevine  route  ’ to  reach 
my  command,  or  the  remnant  of  it,  which 
was  then  near  Salt  Works,  Virginia.  ()n  the 
way  I fell  in  with  Major, lones,  who  had  been 
sent  back  to  m'gani/.e  what  guerrilla  band.-s  he 
could  tiuil  aud  conduct  them  over  into  \’ir- 
giuia.  .V  company  of  twenty-two  of  us 
under  his  leadcr:^hip  weri'  making  our  way 
through  ho-tili!  lines,  lighting  from  [loint  to 
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point,  wlirii  ut  ;i  jiluco  between  (Jolunibia  ;iiui 
'l\-nne>.-'ee  river  we,  met  tome  of  Iwe’s  men, 
who  told  us  that  liOe  had  mi rl•emKM■ed.  , 

puslied  on  intending-  to  join  Johnston's  army 
in  North  Carolina,  hut  in  a few  days  more 
we  met  some  of  Johnston’s  men,  who  infonned  ' 
113  that  Johnston  liad  also  suri'endered.  We  ! 
held  an  informal  meetiim,  at  which  it  was  i-e-  i 
solved  that  we  would  never  surrender,  and  an  1 
independent  organization  was  immediately 
effected  for  the  purpose  of  lio-htin<r  our  way 
throui^h  to  i\lexico.  We  nio\'ed  shjwly  and  ' 
cautiously  through  the  mountains  of  eastern  ! 
Iventucky  and  Tennessee,  for  we  were  siir-  | 
rounded  on  all  sides  hy  Federal  soldiers  and 
sympathizers,  until  we  reached  Ohio’s  river 
near  the  Iventucky  and  Tennessee  State  line, 
wdiere  on  June  22,  1865,  we  had  ashai-p  fight. 
We  were  in  close  quarters,  hut  made  our  es- 
cape. Finally,  however,  it  became  evident 
that  if  we  continued  as  we  then  were  we 
would  all  bo  killed  or  captured,  so  that  we 
decided  to  separate,  each  man  to  look  out  for  ' 
himself.  My  horse  had  been  shot  from  under 
me  a few  days  previously  and  I was  afoot.  In 
this  condition  I made  my  way,  tramping  pai-t 
of  the  time  and  stealincr  an  occasional  ride  on 
a freight  train,  to  Chattanooga.  Armed  with 
a bogus  parol  which  Major  Jones  had  furn- 
ished me,  I went  to  the  Provost  Marshal  at 
Chattanooga  and  secured  transportation  home 
to  Ceorgia.  1 used  the  transportation  only  to 
Mai  ietta,  where  I stopped  off  and  sjient  a few 
Weeks  with  my  giandparents.  I reached  my 
father’s  house  in  A'must,  1865. 

O 

‘‘  The  following  year  1 made  a crop,  whivh  ' 
I turned  over  in  the  fall  to  my  father,  and 
taking  a clerkshi|)  in  a store  1 ixunained  there 
until  June  8,  1867.  when  1 started  fm'  J'exas. 

1 came  to  this  State  for  the  purpose  id'  scd- 
tling  down  and  doing  something  foi'  myself, 
and  I was  therefore  in  no  hurry  to  pitch  my 


tent.  After  prospecting  for  several  weeks  1 
tinally  took  up  my  |•e^idence  at  Davilla,  this 
county,  wdiere  1 got  work  in  a store,  and 
there  began  the  cai’cer  with  wdiich  the  people 
of  this  county  are  more  or  less  familiar.” 

This  career,  to  which  l\Ir.  Porter  refers,  is 
an  (.‘.vceeilingly  honoralJe  one,  and  a brief 
mention  of  it  properly  belongs  to  this  biog- 
raphy. After  clerking  for  a time  at  Davilla 
lui  saved  enouoh  from  his  earniims  to  eno'a're 
in  business  for  himself,  which  he  did  at  that 
place  in  the  fall  of  1871.  lie  soon  built  uji 
a spJeudid  trade;  and  when  the  town  of 
Taylor  in  7Villiamson  county  was  started  in 
1876  he  went  there  and  opened  another  house, 
being  one  of  the  first  mei'chauts  there  and 
the  fii'st  one  wfio  ever  erected  a business 
house  in  that  place.  He  conducted  these 
two  establishments  until  1880,  when  he  sold 
out  his  Imsiness  at  Taylor,  and,  moving  his 
Davilla  house  to  Cameron,  there  started  his 
jiresent  business. 

The  mercantile  house  of  li.  S.  Porter  at 
Cameron  is  a w'ell-known  establishment  in 
Milam  and  adjoining  counties.  It  enjoys 
the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most  solid 
concerns  of  that  locality.  Mr.  Porter  does  a 
business  varying  from  865, OUO  to  §75,000  a 
year,  and  has  ahvays  done  a uniformly  large 
and  successful  business.  In  the  last  twenty- 
two  years  he  has  sold  many  thousands  of 
dollars’  worth  of  ttoods,  having  bought,  as  his 
books  show,  neaidy  §1,500,000  worth  from  one 
firm.  His  funds  are  mostly  invested  in  his 
business,  but  he  owns  some  land  and  town 
[iroperty.  Quiet  and  unassuming  in  manner, 
straightforward  in  his  business  mi'thods, 
prompt  in  meeting  his  olil  igations,  eco- 
nomical in  expenditures  and  diligent  in  all 
things,  hi."  j-uccess  has  come  to  him  as  natur- 
ally, as  ea^ily  and  i m p.  rcept i hi y as  the  year.-- 
ha\c  llown  bv. 
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III  lST~  Mr.  I’urtur  marricil  Miss  Susan 
Ilowlett,  a (laiii;liti‘r  of  Janu’."  1 1 1 iwlct  t , of 
Milam  comity.  This  lad\'  ili(‘(l  not  loiu^  al'ttT- 
wanl,  Icavino-  no  issue.  He  inam’eil  a<oiin 
in  1875,  Miss  Fannie  Martin,  danolitei- 

of  Dr.  Ed  A.  Martin,  an  ohl  citizen  of 
iMilani  county,  a sketcli  of  whom  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  To  this  union 
have  heen  horn  three  children:  Ed  Franklin, 
'William  l\[artin  and  llaymond  Flcauford. 

xMr.  1 ’orter  is  a Knioht  Templar  IMason 
and  a memher  of  tin*  ^Methodist  Church,  to 
which  latter  his  wife  also  helonms. 


AFFORD  AND  CRAAVFOliD,  pro- 
r jirietoi’S  of  the  Milam  County  Bank, 
Cameron,  Milam  county,  To.xas.-  - 
AVith  the  exception  of  the  railroads  probably 
no  siutxle  industrial  or  Fnancial  factor  has 
contril.)Uted  so  largely  to  the  advancement  of 
the  material  interests  of  Milam  county,  and 
particularly  to  the  commercial  interests  of 
the  town  of  Cameron,  as  the  Milam  County 
Bank,  owned  and  operated  by  Messrs.  Craw- 
ford & Crawford,  brief  biographical  mention 
of  whom,  together  with  a sketch  of  the  hank, 
is  here  given. 

This  institution  was  founded  ten  years  ago, 
or,  speaking  by  date,  in  1883.  It  was  the 
conception  of  AVilbur  F.  Crawford,  then  as 
now  senior  member  of  the  brm  of  Crawford 
& Crawford.  Mr.  Crawford  is  a Alaine  man 
and  made  his  ad  vent  into  Texas  in  1882,  as  a 
representative  of  the  general  Government. 
He  had  bad  no  previous  expeidence  as  a 
banker,  hut  l)eing  a shrewd  man  of  affaii's  be 
was  not  lonor  in  seeiiiir  the  advantages  olfered 
by  several  towns  in  the  Slate  foi-  hanking 
Imsiiicss,  nor  was  he  loim'  in  decidino-  to  taki‘ 
up  o[)erations  in  that  direction.  A laireful 


canvass  of  the  situation  resulted  in  ihe 
scdectioii  of  Cameron  as  the  place  for  the  en- 
terprise. He  gathcia’d  togetbm-  all  of  his 
own  funds,,  and  enlisting  the  interest  of  his 
brother,  Henry  T.,  who  was  then  at  Bloom- 
ington, Illinois,  they  lanncbed  the  Milam 
County  Bank,  as  stated,  in  1SS3,  on  a cajiital 
of  830,000,  furnisheil  by  themselves.  The 
conditions  were  favorable,  as  had  been  be- 
lieved, and  the  enterprise  started  off  well. 
The  de])osits  for  the  lii'st  year  amounted  to 
about  820,000,  and  the  nef  earidngs  to  82.- 
000.  Each  year  brought  increased  prospei-ity, 
the  business  growing  at  a steady  pace,  until 
1888,  when  the  baidc  entered  on  a period  of 
growth  not  theretofore  known,  and  which 
fortunately  continues  to  this  time.  Its 
woi'king  ca|)ital  has  been  increased  to  §125,- 
000,  its  average  dejiosits  have  risen  to  §100,- 
: 000,  while  its  earnings  have  been  correspond- 
ingly  satisfactory.  From  a small  loan  and 
discount  business  of  a local  nature  it  has 
come  to  handle  a lar<re  volume  of  general 
commercial  transactions,  and  has  facilities 
and  equipments  for  carrying  on  safely  and 
expeditiously  all  kinds  of  legitimate  hank- 
ing. ItnuiTihers  among  its  patrons  a major- 
I ity  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Cameron, 
is  the  S|)ecially  designated  depository  of  val- 
uable public  and  trust  funds,  and  has  on  its 
list  of  correspondents  such  well  known  and 
conservative  institutions  as  the  following: 
The  Continental  National  Bank  of  St.  Lonis, 
in  which  Messi-s.  Crawford  & Crawford  are 
1 stock-holders,  the  First  National  Bank  of 
New  A'ork  City,  the  Southern  National 
Bank  of  New  Orleans,  the  Gardner  Savings 
Institution  and  the  Alaine  Trust  and  Sav- 
ings Company  of  Gardiner,  Maine,  Ball, 
IIiitchiiuTs  A'  Co.  (if  Galveston,  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Houston,  the  City  Nation- 
al Bank  of  Dallas  and  the  Austin  National 
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I)iUik  of  Aii>tiii.  "J'lui  l>ank  isowned  exd iisi v(dy 
Iiy  MossrriXdawfoi'd  iV  ('rawl'ord,  in  addition 
to  wliieli  thuy  own  a majority  of  the  stock  of  , 
the  Kii’st  National  Ihink  of  Laoi-anoo,  tliis 
State,  of  wliicli  they  were  the  organizers, 
AVillmr  F.  heing  a member  of  its  lioard  of 
dii-ectors.  ddiey  also  own  a controlling  inter- 
est in  the  Caim'ron  Cotton  Oil  Afills,  started 
in  Aj)ril,  1892,  on  a capital  of  Sit), (HR),  and 
an  interest  in  the  Riverside  Brick  ACorks, 
which  last  represents  an  investment  of  S16,- 
OOO.  During  the  ]>ast  ten  years  the  finn  of  | 
Crawford  & Crawford,  in  addition  to  their 
banking  business,  have  placed  over  a half 
million  dollai's  in  real-estate  loans  in  JMilam 
county,  tlie  bulk  of  which  has  gone  to  buy 
lands  and  improve  homesteads  and  otherwise 
add  to  the  prosperity  and  comfort  of  the  com- 
munity and  to  the  taxable  wealth  of  the 
county.  The  gi-owth  of  this  business  has 
been  rapid,  astonishing  to  many  and  most 
gratifying  to  those  who  hayehad  it  in  chai-ge.  i 
These  gentlemen,  although  coming  to  Texas 
within  the  ]>ast  ten  years,  have  made  a vast 
deal  more  history  in  that  time  than  many 
who  have  resided  here  a life-time;  and  in 
view  of  this  the  following  personal  mention 
of  them  is  warranted  in  this  connection. 

AA^ilbur  F.,  Henry  T.  and  Frank  M.  Craw- 
ford were  born  in  the  city  of  Brunswick, 
Maine,  in  1852,  1858  and  1862,  respectively. 
They  were  reared  in  their  native  place,  and  in 
the  schools  of  that  place  and  of  that  vicinity  : 
received  their  education.  Their  father,  the  : 
llev.  George  C.  Crawford,  a prominent 
Methodist  minister,  was  for  years  connected 
as  trustee  with  the  Maine  AA^esleyan  Semi- 
nary at  Kent’s  Hill,  Maine,  and  with  Bow- 
doin  (College  at  Brunswick,  Maine,  and, 
being  himself  a gentleman  of  exceptional  at- 
tainments, as  a scholar,  was  enabled  to  give  his 
sons  the  ad  vantages  of  two  of  the  be^t  sclimds 


of  tlu^  State,  and,  what  was  of  moi'O  moment  to 
them,  to  “ ciitc'r  with  spirit  and  iindcrstaiid- 
incr  into  the  matter  of  tladr  education  and 
])roper  training  foi‘  the  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  maidiood.  In  this  labor  he  was  ably 
assisted  by  a devoted  wife  and  mother,--  cme 
who  was  (pialified  by  hei'  gifts  of  mind  and 
h(‘art  and  graces  of  person  to  arouse  in  her 
sons  the  best  impulses  of  their  nature  and  to 
dii-ect  them  in  a way  to  make  them  count 
for  most  in  the  after  stmogles  of  life. 

In  1880  the  three  brothers  came  ATest  and 
for  a time  were  residents  of  Bloomington, 
Illinois,  where  Henry  T.  and  Frank  M.  were 
engaged  in  the  newspapei-  business.  In 
1882,  as  already  noted,  AVilbur  F.  came  to 
Texas  and  laid  the  foundation  of  their  inter- 
ests here.  The  same  year,  hut  later,  Henry 
T.  came.  He  died  at  Cameron  in  1885,  at 
which  date  his  place  in  the  bank  was  taken 
by  Frank  M.,  who  took  up  his  residence  at 
Cameron  for  that  purpose. 

Of  the  career  of  these  gentlemon  in  Texas, 
outside  of  what  has  been  given  in  connection 
with  their  business  interests,  but  little  moi'e 
need  be  said  than  that  as  citizens  they  have 
interested  themselves  in  all  matters  jiertain- 
ing  to  their  town  and  county — have  been 
foremost,  in  fact,  in  calling  attention  to  the 
resources  of  this  locality  and  have  unhesi- 
tatingly put  their  money  into  every  enter- 
prise that  has  given  promise  of  legitimate 
private  returns  or  lasting  public  good.  They 
have  contidence  in  Texas  and  pride  and  con- 
fidence in  their  own  town  and  county.  They 
believe  in  the  future  of  the  State  and  in  the 
grand  march  to  that  future  they  desire  to  see 
their  town  and  county  assume  the  place  that 
belongs  to  them. 

They  are  Republicans  in  jiolitics,  active  in 
kState  atid  national  affairs,  and  generally 
make  their  intluence  felt.  AATlbur  f'.  has 
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liCtMi  a (leU'crate  io  evcM'v  Static  convention 
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held  since  he  canic  to  d'exas.  He  was  ah-u  a 
delci^ate  to  the  national  con\'entions  of  1881, 
ISSS  and  181)2. 

AVilhiir  !•'.  and  I'd'ank  M.  are  ineinhei’S  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  Odd  Fellows, 
Knights  of  I’ythias,  the  F]lks  and  Rod 
Men,  as  was  also  their  hrothei',  Henry  T.,  to 
each  of  which  they  accord  a generous  suj)- 
j)ort  as  well  as  to  all  benevolent  jiur])Oses. 


T[  IH)GE  R I 0 II  A R I)  S.  IV  A L Iv  K R, 
K ||  deceased. — Richard  Shecklo  AValker  was 
a native  of  Kentucky,  l)orn  in  Rarren 
county  in  1824.  His  early  educational  ad- 
vantages were  auij)le  and  ])ropitious.  He 
graduated  in  1842,  at  Centenaiy  College, 
Jackson,  Louisiana,  and  in  1844,  when  but 
twenty  years  old,  received  his  diploma  from 
the  law  department  of  Transylvania  Univer- 
sity at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  and  his  license 
to  practice  at  the  bar  of  that  State.  Retnrn- 
ino  to  Jackson,  Louisiana,  which  was  then 

O 

his  home,  he  devoted  one  year  to  the  study 
of  the  civil  law  preparatory  to  practice  in  the 
J.ouisiana  courts;  but,  Texas  having  just 
been  admitted  to  the  Union,  his  aspirations 
seized  on  its  prospects  and  he  determined  to 
cast  his  fortunes  with  the  bar  of  this  new 
State,  and  located  at  San  Aiicnistine,  in  Feb- 
I'uary,  1846,  where  he  began  his  long  and 
distinguished  professional  career. 

In  the  summer  of  1848  he  married  Miss 
Kliza  J.  Clark,  a daughter  of  Judge  Amos 
Clark  of  Xacogdoches,  and  immediately  after- 
ward moved  to  that  place,  where  lie  formed 
a partner.sliip  with  his  fatliei'-in-law.  With 
•endowments  of  a hiidi  order,  combined  with 
the  advantaoes  of  his  eminent  association,  his 


i T) 

rise  at  the  bar  wa.s  I’upid  and  I'oidlrine'l,  and 
in  1848  he  was  ajipointeil  Uistriet  iXttorney, 
and  was  i-e. elected  to  the  same  ollice  at  each 
succeesivi'  term  during  a pt-riod  of  nearly 
eight  years.  In  18o7  he  formed  a eo  part 
nership  with  .1  udge  Ceorge  h’.  Moore,  alter- 
ward  Chief  dustice  of  the  State,  and  con- 
tinued this  connection  until  hc‘  was  elected 
to  the  District  Rench  in  1880.  During  this 
association  he  was  ajipointed,  in  connection 
with  his  pai'tner.  Reporter  of  the  Decisions 
of  the  Su|)reine  Court,  and  they  prepared  the 
Twenty-second,  Twenty-thiial  and  Twmity- 
fourth  of  the  Texas  Reports,  which  were 
made  statutory  models  for  subse(|uent  issues. 
In  1866  he  reported  alone  the  Tvventy-lifth 
volume,  and  was  a member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional (a)iivention  of  that  year,  in  which  he 
took  an  active  part  in  framing  the  constitu- 
tion, which  would  at  the  same  time  comply 
with  the  exigencies  of  the  situation  and  as- 
sert  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  State.  In 
1873  he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Coke  to 
the  Judgeship  of  his  former  judicial  district, 
to  which,  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
his  appointment,  he  was  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple. In  1879  he  was  appointed  a member 
of  the  Commission  of  Appeals,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  1890,  when  he  resigned  on 
account  of  ill  health.  His  death  occurred 
May  24,  1892. 

As  a lawyer  Judge  Walker’s  career  was 
eminent  and  hrilliant.  The  practice  of  the 
firms  of  Clark  A Walker  and  of  Moore  A 
Walker,  both  in  Federal  and  State  courts, 
was  large  and  extensive,  and  they  were  em- 
ployed in  many  important  cases  in  both  the 
civil  and  ci-iminal  branches  of  jurisprudence. 
He  held  tin'  jiosition  of  District  d udge  until 
1865,  when  he  was  i-emoved  by  military 
autlni|-ity  a^  an  impediment  to  reconstruc- 
tion. Then  he  continued  alone  with  inereas- 
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ill”’  I’Cputiitinii  until  lii>  jii’ori-s^ional  aliilitir; 
aii'l  |)m'c  character  caused  him  to  he  called  ^ 
into  .‘-ervici’  in  a hioh  judicial  capacity,  ami  | 
the’  features  which  he  was  instrumental  in  j 
imparting  to  the  jurisprudence  of  the  State,  j 
hc)th  as  a lawyer  and  judge,  were  important  j 
and  varied.  He  <levoted  all  of  his  physical 
and  mental  vigor  to  his  profcssicni,  and  con-  ^ 
seijnently  his  knowledge  of  law  was  [)rofonnd  j 
and  comprehensive,  lie  was  endowed  with  j 
a hinh  order  of  talent,  and  hi.s  intellectual  I 
powcu’s  were  trained  and  whetted  in  a severe 
school  of  discipline  and  application.  liis 
capacity  for  intellectual  labor  'a  as  limited 
only  by  his  physical  enduiance.  and  he 
possessed  the  bighe.st  of  all  intellectual  traits, 
and  that  to  which  Sii’  Isaac  Xewton  attrib- 
uted the  e.xcellence  of  his  mental  rpialitics, 
the  power  of  concenti'ating  his  thought,  the  ] 
faculty  of  close  attention  and  patient  think- 
ing. Ilis  mi)id  was  viaorons  and  active;  its 

O O' 

researches  rich  and  varied  and  constantly  at 
his  command,  ills  perceptions  were  singu- 
larly prompt  and  iicute,  and  his  rij)ened 
judgment  readily  separated  the  practical 
from  that  which  was  speculative,  while  his 
sound  reason  and  accurate  association  verified 
his  kuowdedge.  He  was  a man  of  exceed- 
ingly  amiable  chai-acter  and  fi-ee  from  any 
overwrought  superficial  steniness  of  judicial 
ethics.  Ilis  manners  were  refined  by  a com- 
placency and  polish,  which  indicated  a heart 
full  of  kindness  and  generous  impulses.  Ilis 
literary  attainments  wei’e  likewise  of  a high 
order.  The  versatility  of  liis  genius  enabled 
him  to  cultivate  a polished  style  of  literary 
composition,  rarely  found  in  one  whose 
thoughts  were  clothed  in  the  starched  and 
staid  habit  of  legal  diction.  He  had  a fine 
classical  taste  :md  copious  command  of  lan- 
guage', and  his  style  w;is  cha-'te,  uniepie  and 
spii’ited.  In  all  the  I’elations  of  lile  he  main- 


tained the  same  high  slamlard  of  excellence, 
and  his  death  wa^  mourne<l  as  agemuine  pub- 
lic loss. 

He  had  but  tbre'C  cbildreii,  two  Sons  and  a 
dauo’bter.  His  eldest  son,  .lohn  ( h \\  alkei’, 
is  a pi'acticing  lawyer  of  Galveston,  while  his 
seceuid  son,  .\mos  Clark  Walken’,  is  a leading 
physician  of  liockdale,  Milam  county,  a 
sketch  of  whom  appear.s  in  this  volume.  The 
daugbtei’,  Jeiiihe  May,  was  mai’iieil  to  Cap- 
tain J.  H.  -Vlvey,  of  the  mercantile  housie  of 
Finley  W Co.,  Xe’w  Orleans,  and  died  in  18S0, 
at  Austin,  this  State. 


liAlMFS  H.  TAYLOU,  a son  of  McClem 
K |j  Taylor,  whose  history  appeal’s  in  the 
sketch  of  Mb  M.  Taylor  herein,  was 
born  in  Martin  county,  Xorth  Carolina, 
October  22,  1S30.  His  education,  thongb 
very  limited,  was  receive*!  in  three  States, 
because  of  successive  moves  of  his  father  dur- 
ing our  subject's  school  age.  He  came  to 
Texas  in  1856,  two  years  in  advance  of  the 
other  membei’s  of  the  family.  Being  reared 
on  the  farm  he  of  course  knew  but  little  of 
other  callings,  and  engaged  in  it  in  this  State, 
and  was  so  employed  until  the  opening  of  the 
late  war. 

In  1862  Mr.  Taylor  joined  Company 
Eighth  Texas  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Young, 
and  piarticipated  in  all  the  feasts,  famines, 
forced  marches  and  harrl-fought  battles  inci- 
dent to  a two-years’  campaign,  Mansfield, 
Pleasant  Hill  and  Jenkins’  Ferry  being 
amcui”’  the  cngagt'inents.  The  command  dis- 
banded at  llempsti'ad,  in  ^lay,  18()6,  and 
Mr.  Taylor  again  sought  Milam  county  and 
the  farm.  In  1866  he  bought  a small  tract 
of  land  containing  150  acres  on  I he  south 
side  of  Pond  creek,  now  owned  by  .Mr.  Cai’- 
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gill.  Resid ing  tlici'O  until  18GU,  ho  bought 
a tract  on  the  Hra/.os  n'vci',  to  which  he 
moved  in  1870.  Ten  years  later  lie  settled 
where  he  now  lives,  in  the  same  locality, 
lie  le  he  owu^  400  acres  of  tine  farmino  land, 
and  with  his  large  family  of  sons  is  eultivat- 
ino  250  aci'e.s.  He  conducts  a considerahle 
stock  interest  in  addition  to  the  fann,  having 
leased  a large  pasture  in  which  he  keeps  cattle. 
His  average  cotton  ci'op  is  about  seven ty-tive 
hales  per  year,  and  his  grain  and  stock  prod- 
ucts are  in  pi'oportion. 

In  1859  Mr.  Taylor  married  Saj-ah,  daugh- 
ter of  AVilliain  J’niitt,  an  Alabama  farmer 
and  carpenter,  who  came  to  Te.\as  about  1850. 
Mrs.  Taylor  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  1840. 
She  and  her  husband  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  AVilliain  McClem,  who 
married  Josie  Smiley,  who  is  i:ow  deceased; 
Patrick  Henry;  Maggie,  now  decea.sed,  who 
was  the  wife  of  ,lohn  Whitehurst;  James; 
Joshua;  John  G.;  Hapoleon;  Thomas  I>.; 
Ida;  Dock;  Ale.xander,  deceased;  Richard; 
and  “Roy,”  who  is  yet  unnamed. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  a Jeffersonian  Democrat,  hut 
does  not  take  much  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters. He  is  a member  of  the  Masoiuc  fra- 
ternity at  Rosebud,  and  of  the  Missionary 
Raptist  Church  at  Caddo. 

A.  GOODWIN. — Early  in  1804,  while 
y the  late  Civil  war  was  still  raging  in 
— ^ the  older  Southern  States  and  manv 
good  citizens  of  that  section  who  were  e.xempt 
by  age  or  physical  inlirmities  from  military 
service  wei-e  seeking  refuge  from  their  perse- 
cutors in  this  moi’c  favoi'cd  section,  thei'C  ar- 
rived in  Milam  eonnty  a caravan,  travel- 
worn.  weather  stained  and  e.xhau.-ted  in  ri‘- 
soui'ce>,  ha\ing  made  its  way  oveiland  from 


Colundha  county,  Arkaus.a,s,  and  settled  in 
the  ea'teru  pai't  of  this  coiinty  on  Little 
riv(U’,  where  it  suhse(juently  went  into  per- 
manent (piarters.  The  head  of  this  caravan 
was  Thelston  A.  Goodwin,  who  luid  suffered 
severely  for  the  cause  of  the  South  and  who, 
though  op[)Osed  on  princi[)le  to  secession, 
rendei-ed  good  service  to  the  movement  in  its 
eaidier  stages  in  the  State  whence  he  came. 

Thelston  A.  Goodwin  was  horn  in  Putman 
county,  Georgia.  June  29,  1818,  and  was 
reared  and  was  inanded  the  first  time  in  that 
State,  and  movcil  some  time  in  the  “'40s” 
to  Macon  county,  Mississi|4pi,  and  later  to 
Talladega  county,  Alabama,  and  thence  to 
Columbia  county,  Arkansas,  where  he  was  for 
a number  of  years  engaged  successfidly  in 
farmino-.  Rv  industi'v  and  oood  inanacre- 
ment  he  succeeded  at  the  opening  of  the  late 
war  in  accumulating  a considerable  amount 
of  [)roperty,  whicli,  however,  was  soon  swept 
away  by  the  ravages  of  that  great  conflict, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  removal  to  this  State 
his  possessions  consisted  of  only  a few  hun- 
dred dollars,  invested  mostly  in  stock,  wao-- 
ons  and  household  effects,  with  a few  dollars 
in  cash  left  over.  He  invested  his  cash  in 
400  acres  of  land  lying  on  Little  river,  on 
which  he  took  up  his  residence  and  -vvhere  he 
soon  resumed  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he 
followed  successfully  there  for  some  years. 
f)f  modest  demeanor,  quiet,  unassuming 
ways,  he  spent  his  time  maiidy  about  his 
home  and  devoted  his  attention  to  his  per- 
sonal interests.  While  a resident  of  Arkan- 
sas he  had  represented  his  county  a number 
of  tei-nis  in  the  State  Legislature  and  was 
othei-wise  prominent  in  local  aifaii's.  ()f  good 
intelligence  and  pleasant  social  qualities  he 
lu'ver  lacked  friends  wherexer  he  lived,  and 
always  succeeded  in  impressing  himself  fa- 
x'orably  on  those  xvith  whom  he  was  assoc i- 
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ateil.  llo  came  of  old  American  stock,  being 
a son  of  William  '\\^.  (Joc'dwin,  a.i  early  set- 
tler of  Geoi'gia  who  moved  into  the ‘‘  Empire 
State  of  the  South'’  in  Indian  times  and 
lielpcd  to  fell  the  forests  and  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  that  great  commonwealth. 

The  second  wife  of  Thelston  A.  Goodwin 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Elizabeth 
Avriett,  and  she  was  born  in  Alabama,  Eeb- 
rnary  S,  1828.  They  were  irianded  in  Talla- 
dega county,  Alabama,  December  2-4,  1844, 
and  were  the  parents  of  si.\  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  the  remainder  reach- 
ing maturity  and  one  dying  since.  The  eld- 
est, Ko.xana,  was  married  to  Hon.  J.  M.  Mc- 
Kinney and  died,  in  Milam  county,  in  1874; 
the  second,  William  W.,  is  a farmer  livincrin 
Lamar  county,  this  State;  the  next,  Benjamin 
A.,  is  the  subject  of  this  notice;  and  the 
youngest,  Sarah,  is  the  widow  of  E.  A.  Ford 
and  lives  in  Milam  county.  The  mother  dieil 
June  17,  1856,  in  Talladega  county,  Ala- 
bama. 

Benjamin  A.  Goodwin  was  born  in  Talla- 
dega county,  Alabama,  Januai-y  7,  1850,  and 
was  reared  in  Alabama,  Arkansas  and  Texas, 
being  a lad  of  fourteen  when  his  parents 
moved  to  this  State.  His  early  years  were 
marked  only  by  such  experiences  as  fall  to  the 
lot  of  the  average  farm  boy.  Of  education 
he  got  but  little,  a few  months  attendance  at 
the  schools  and  one  term  at  Port  Sullivan 
Academy  and  a term  at  Salado,  Bel!  county, 
being  all  of  the  advantages  of  this  nature 
wdiich  he  enjoyed.  Having  been  brought  up 
on  the  farm  he  naturally  took  to  farming  pur- 
suits, and  when  the  time  arrived  for  him  to 
step  out  and  meet  the  cuiTentof  life  for  him- 
self he  married  and  settled  on  a farm  now  oc- 
cupied by  his  brother-in-law,  Hon.  J.  M.  l\lc,- 
Kinney,  on  Jones  prairie,  this  county,  whei'e 
he  entered  actively  and  (uiergetically  on  the 


business  of  his  life.  In  1878  he  purcdiased 
143  acres  of  his  j)resent  [)lace,  to  which  he 
moved  the  following  year  and  has  since  con- 
tinued zealously  in  the  prosecutioi\  of  his  in- 
tei-ests.  His  success  is  probaldy  best  attested 
by  the  sim[)!e  st.itement  that  he  now  owns 
1,200  acres  of  splendid  Wack  land  lying  in 
one  of  the  richest  aaricultural  sections  of  the 
county,  which  when  it  came  into  his  posses- 
sion was  [tractically  unim])roved,  but  all  of 
which  is  now  under  fence  and  a reasonable 
])Oi'tion  of  it  umler  plow.  About  1885,  in 
addition  to  farming,  Mr.  Goodwin  1)cgan  to 
feed  beef  cattle,  and  each  year  since  he  has 
turned  out  regularly  for  the  market  from  250 
to  500  head.  Liberal,  active,  earnest  and 
intelligent,  Mm  Goodwin  pursues  his  own 
business  successfully,  and  on  all  proper  oc- 
casions lends  his  support  to  all  entei'prises 
looking  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides. 

He  is  a Democrat  “ in  whom  thei-e  is 
neither  variableness  nor  shadow  of  turning,” 
and  has  been  frequently  importuned  to  run 
for  office,  but  has  never  offered  himself  for 
any  public  position.  He  has  been  a Mason 
since  he  was  twenty-two  yofii’S  old,  zealous  in 
the  support  of  the  principles  of  that  ordei’  and 
especially  in  its  broad  and  benevolent  pur- 
poses. 

January  10,  1872,  Mr.  Goodwin  married 
Miss  Amanda  Oliver,  a daughter  of  James  D. 
and  Ava  Oliver,  who  were  natives  of  Korth 
Carolina.  The  father  was  born  December 
20,  1817,  and  the  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ava  Page,  September  28,  1825. 
The  parents  were  marided  April  1,  1851,  in 
their  native  State  Iq-  the  Rev.  William 
Ayres.  They  moved  to  Texas  and  settkal  in 
Hopkins  County  in  the  early  ’5()s,  where  the 
mother  dic(  1 March  15,  1857.  Tlu^  father 
died  in  June,  1862,  in  the  ('ontederate  serv- 
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icc  iif  Knterpriso,  ^[issi^sip])i.  lie  was 
twic(^  iiiaiTicd,  iiiarrying  fii'st,on  OctnWer  19, 
1841.  Mi  ss  Nancy  Floyd,  cd'  North  (.'ai'olina. 
The  (diihlren  oF  this  union  were:  Cdaiulin> 

C.,  who  was  horn  Septeinbei’  23,  1843,  and 
is  now  a resident  oF  Alexandei',  IN'ath  county, 
Texas;  Anonstiis  P.,  wlio  was  horn  Noveno 
her  27,  1844,  and  is  a resident  oF  Kayner, 
where  he  is  clerk  of  the  District  Coui't  oF 
Stonewall  county,  Texas;  Louisa  M..  who  was 
horn  January  10,  1847,  and  is  the  wiFe  oF 
Calvin  C.  White,  oF  Milam  county,  a sketch 
of  whom  appears  in  this  work. 

The  children  of  James  D.  and  Ava  Olivci' 
were:  Amanda  Katherine,  who  was  horn 

IMr.rch  13,  1855,  and  is  the  wife  of  B.  A. 
Goodwin,  of  this  article;  and  Virginia  Ann, 
who  was  born  January  11,  1857,  and  is  the 
wife  of  W.  II.  Liner,  of  Hopkins  county, 
Texas.  Mrs.  Goodwin  was  Itorn  in  Hopkins 
county,  this  State. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  have  had  one  child, 
a daughter,  Luclla,  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Goodwin  belong  to  the  Baptist 
Church,  holding  a membership  in  the  cluirch 
at  Clarkson,  Milam  conntyn  Mr.  Goodwin 
was  a member  of  the  Advisory  Council  of  the 
World's  Congress  Auxiliary  on  Farm  Cul- 
ture and  Cereal  Industry^,  and  a member  of 
the  World’s  Agricultural  Congresses,  which 
met  at  Chicago  in  October,  1893. 


ML  I NS  A LL,  a successful  farmer  of 
W’^illiamson  county,  is  a son  of  Thomas 
ai;d  jMary  (Holdship)  Insall.  The 
father  was  born  in  Yorkshii'e,  Fug-  i 
land,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-tive  yeai's  emi- 
grated to  the  Fniti'd  States.  For  a number 
of  years  he  was  (Migaged  in  the  mei'cantile 
l)usinesb  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  | 


using  a keel-boat  For  the  |)urp(jse,  and  while 
following:  that  occupation  met  our  subject’s 
mother  at  a point  about  whei-e  the  city 
of  Bavou  Sara,  l.onisiana,  now  stands,  where 
they  were  married  in  1809.  She  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  her  parents  were 
among  the  early  pioneers.  Her  father  was 
of  Irish  and  her  mother  of  Dutch  descent. 
jVftei-  marriage  Mr.  Ii.sall  purchased  a plant- 
ation on  Bayou  Boeuf,  where  he  died  in 
1848,  and  his  wife  in  1858.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  Thomas, 
i llichard  and  Martha,  deceased;  Mary,  wi<low 
of  a Mr.  Callahan,  and  a resident  of  Mineral 
City,  Texas;  Charlotte,  widow  of  a Mr. 
Shaw,  of  Columbus,  this  State;  John,  de- 
ceased; Henry,  deceased ; li.  'W.,  our  subject; 
Joseph,  who  resides  with  his  brother,  R.AV. ; 
and  Alzira,  deceased.  Mr.  Insall,  Sr.,  was  a 
Democi'at  in  his  political  views  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Episcopal  Church.  He  held  a 
parish  office  for  many  years  corresponding 
with  the  County  Commissioner’s  office  of  this 
State. 

It.  'W.  Insall  was  born  in  St.  Landry  par- 
ish, Louisiana,  August  30,  1831.  In  1848 
he  visited  I'elativ'es  in  Texas,  and  in  Febru- 
ary, 1850,  returned  to  this  State,  where  he 
has  ever  since  made  his  home.  Dm-ing  the 
first  four  years  he  was  located  in  Colorado 
county  and  was  engaged  in  the  saddlers’ 
trade,  which  he  had  learned  in  Louisiana. 
He  then  became  a resident  of  DeWitt  county, 
where  he  remained  until  1850,  and  in  that 
year  returned  to  Colorado  county.  Another 
period  was  spent  in  DeAYitt  county'  with  his 
wife’s  peo[)le,  after  which  he  went  again  to 
Cok)rado  county.  In  1873  Mr.  Insall  came 
to  his  present  location,  whei-e  he  now  owns 
2(H)  acres  of  land,  150  acres  undei-  a fine 
state  uf  cultivation.  The  place  is  located  one 
mile  north  of  Leander.  In  additit)n  to  this 
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IHf^'lORY  OF  TEXAS. 


funn  lie  ali^o  owns  timlier  and  pasture  laml. 

l\rr.  liisall  was  married  in  DeWitt  ecmnty, 
October  12,  1851,  to  Sarah,  a daimhtei'  of 
Xonnan  Woods,  who  was  caj)tured  hy  tlie 
Mexicans  at  tlietimeof  Dawson’s  defeat,  and 
died  in  jirison  at  Derote.  ()ur  subject  and 
wife  have  had  eleven  children,  viz.:  Norman, 
of  Leander,  this  county;  Dohert,  also  of  this 
city;  Mary,  wife  of  ID.  K.  Ilmnhlc,  of 
Leander;  Alice,  wife  of  Edward  ]\IcClure,  of 
Coleman  county,  Texas;  Ellen,  now  Mrs. 
John  M.  McDaniel,  of  Burnet  county;  Ida, 
wife  of  AD.  T.  Jennings,  of  Leander;  Herbert, 
Lillie,  Eric,  Eugene  and  Hugh  at  home.  In 
his  political  relations  Air.  Insall  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and,  fraternally,  is  a 
Alaster  Alason. 


AllON  SEY^MOUR,a  fanner  of  ADill- 
iamson  county,  is  a son  of  G.  AD.  and 
Sarah  (Uticto)  Seyniour,  of  English 
and  Irish  descent.  Isaac  Seymour 
came  to  America  before  the  Revolutionary 
war  and  located  in  Virginia.  iVt  the  open- 
ing of  that  struggle  he  entered  the  Conti- 
nental army.  Three  other  brothers  of  this 
family  came  to  America  as  British  soldiers; 
two  were  captured  in  the  first  fight  and  the 
other  deserted.  The  three  then  entered  the 
American  army.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  A^iroinia, 
subsequently  moved  to  Knox  county,  Ten- 
nessee, later  to  Buchanan  countyq  Alissouri, 
and  about  twenty-five  years  later  located  in 
Georgetown,  ADilliamson  county,  Texas,  but 
in  1801  I'cmoved  to  Leavenworth  county, 
Kansas.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Seymour  were  the 
pai-ents  of  foui-  chihlren:  Amanda,  wih-  of 
Sidney  Ricdiardson,  of  High  Brairic,  I.cavcu- 
worth  County,  Kansas;  .Lihn  S.,  ol  Ibichanan 


county,  Alissoiiri;  d'honias  Aladison,  id'  St. 
Joseph,  that  State;  and  Aaron,  our  subject. 
T!ie  mother  died  when  the  youngest  child 
was  four  years  of  ao'e,  and  the  father  after- 

O 

ward  manded  a Mrs.  Russell.  Both  still  re- 
side in  Leavenworth  comity,  Kansas.  Mix 
Seymour  was  formerly  engaged  in  farming, 
but  is  now  a merchant  of  Bolino. 

Aai’on  Seymour  was  born  in  Knox  county, 
Tennessee,  August  29,  1839.  After  his 
mother’s  death  he  made  his  home  with 
Thomas  Dittimore,  a friend  of  his  father, 
until  twelve  years  of  age,  when  he  came  with 
his  father  to  Texas.  In  1851  ho  went  to 
Ktinsas,  but  two  years  later  returned  to  this 
State.  Our  subject  then  entered  Strahorn’s 
cavalry  company,  afterward  Company  I), 
Thirtieth  Texas  Regiment,  under  Colonel 
Guriy,  was  appointed  Second  Sergeant,  and 
served  in  the  Trans-Alississippi  department. 
He  ])articipated  in  the  battles  of  Roseville, 
Prairie  do  Han,  Poison  Springs,  Saline  river 
and  Cabin  creek.  After  the  close  of  the 
struggle  he  returned  to  ADilliamson  county, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  eimaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  first  located  si.x 
miles  north  of  Georgetown;  eleven  years  later 
removed  to  a farm  seven  miles  northeast  of 
that  place;  five  years  later  went  to  Corn  Hill, 
and  in  1890  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
550  acres,  which  is  located  twenty  miles 
northwest  of  Georgetown,  and  140  acres  of 
which  are  cultivated.  In  addition  to  his 
fanning  he  also  gives  considerable  attention 
to  stock-raising, 

Air.  Seymour  was  married  in  ADilliamson 
county,  in  185'9,  to  Sarah  E.  Donnell.  They 
have  had  ten  ehildivn;  Martha  V.,  wife  of 
Dr.  AD.  P.  Alastersou,  of  (’orn  Hill;  .Amer- 
ica ().,  wife  of  \^.  B.  Ib'i'W.'ter.  also  of  that 
jilace;  f'loriae  A\b,  at  home;  Aptoii  de- 
ceased; Marvin  11. , Baniett  L.,  Myrtle  M., 
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JIlSTOin'  OF  TFXAS. 


Thomas  S.,  at  hoiiK.-;  ami  .lainos  tiiid  Teniics- 
S(‘0,  (lecuasei!.  Mi-.  Si'vmonr  votes  with  the 
P(H)[)lc's  pai'tv.  ai.<l  is  a iiuimhor  of  the  I.  (). 
().  I'\  lie  has  l)evn  Steward  jind  Class- 
leader  ill  the  Methodist  Church,  and  has  also 
servivj  as  Sundav-sehoo!  Superintendent. 


B)  EVERLY  A.  PORTER.— Tl.e  sul.jeet 
k'  of  this  sketch  is  proiiably  the  oldest 
— A native  horn  citizen  now  rec>idincr  in 
Rurleson  county.  He  was  horn  near  the  old 
Spanish  town  of  Jenostitlan,  Septenilier  20, 
1834.  He  was  reared  in  this  county  and  re- 
ceived liis  education  in  the  schools  of  the 
same  and  at  IMcKinzie’s  Institute  at  Clarks- 
ville, Red  River  county. 

In  1801  he  married  Miss  Sallie  J.  Lucas, 
of  Rurleson  county,  and  having  received  his 
share  of  his  father's  estate — about  $10,000, 
consisting  mainly  of  cattle — he  branched  out 
for  himself  and  began  caring  for  a sejiarate 
household.  He  was  soon  called,  however, 
from  the  paths  of  peace  to  take  jiart  in  the 
great  civil  contiict  of  1861-'65,  entering  the 
Confederate  service  at  the  opening  of  hostili- 
ties as  a member  of  th.e  Seventeenth  Te.xas 
Infantry.  His  command  began  active  opera- 
tions about  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  and  from 
that  date  on,  in  that  general  locality,  he 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  in 
all  the  liidits  along  Red  river  following 
Ranks’  campaign : Manslield,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Jenkins’  Perry  and  Yellow  Rayon;  had  the 
good  fortune  to  escape  wounds  and  inijirison- 
ment,  and  suricmdered  at  Hempstead,  Te.xas, 
in  Ma.y,  1805. 

per  thi-ec“  years  aftei'  the  close  of  the  war 
Mr.  Porter  rc->ided  in  Milam  county,  but  at 
th(‘  end  oi  that  time  returned  to  Rurleson 
county,  and  with  I he  e\ce[)tion  of  that  period 


■\r>\ 


and  the  period  covered  by  the  wai- has  resided 
in  the  county  of  Ids  nativity  all  his  life.  He 
has  been  emueced  in  farming  and  sto(d<- 
raising,  in  whiidi  he  has  nmt  with  the  usual 
e.xperieuces,  prospering  with  the  prosperous 
times  and  mcetimr  with  reverse.s  in  seasons 
of  adversity.  He  has  made  over  forty  crops 
and  tells  with  just  jiride  that,  although  ho 
has  failed  to  make  full  crops  some  yeai's,  he 
has  nevei'  failed  to  try,  and  has  never  made 
an  entire  failure.  He  resides  on  jiart  of  his 
inheritance,  located  about  si.x  miles  west  of 
Caldwell.  M^ith  the  fondness  exhibited  by 
all  old  Texans  fui'  live-stock  he  still  gives 
some  attention  to  that  industry,  particularly 
the  sheep  business,  in  which  he  has  met  with 
good  success  in  recent  years.  Politics  have 
claimed  but  little  of  Mr.  Porter’s  time,  and 
yet  he  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  indifferent 
to  political  matters.  He  affiliates  with  the 
Democrats  and  occasionally  takes  the  field 
for  a favorite  candidate  or  some  measure 
whose  success  he  especially  desires.  Mr. 
Porter’s  domestic  life,  like  his  business 
career,  has  not  been  without  its  unhappy  ex- 
periences. His  wife,  who  shared  the  joys 
and  sorrows  of  his  early  manhood,  died  in 
1880,  after  having  borne  him  nine  children. 
She  was  a daughter  of  the  Rev.  William 
Lucas,  a pioneer  minister  of  the  Raptist 
Church  in  Texas,  originally  from  Alabama, 
which  was  his  native  State.  His  wife’s 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Norwood,  and  by 
this  union  he  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Porter  was  the  third  in  aoe.  Her 
bi'others  and  si;-ters  were  Daniel.  Fannie, 
William  T.,  Mary,  James,  Martha,  .lulin  \T. 
and  Emma.  j\lr.  Lucas  died  in  ls75  and 
was  buricil  at  Porter's  Chajiel,  on  Porter's 
praii'ie,  where  also  rest  the  remains  of  Mrs. 
Sallie  J.  Poi'ter.  To  this  union  of  Revei'ly 
A.  and  Sallie  J.  Poi'ter  were  born  nine  chil 
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(Iren:  Eugene  Ivlen,  Theodoi-e  Devorly,  How- 
ard HnicQ,  Williuin  Vii-oil,  Newell  Ivlwiii, 
Horace  (rreeley,  Susan  I''rances,  Jemima  Mar- 
tha, and  one  that  died  in  intancy. 

In  1887  ]\[r.  Horter  took  in  mandac-e  for 
Ids  second  wife  Mrs.  Jane  Houston,  of  ihiile- 
son  county,  and  daugliter  of  Nevil  A.  and 
Christiana  (Oldham)  Gee.  The  present  i\[rs. 
Poi'ter  was  horn  in  Buideson  county  in  1819, 
and  in  1870  married  CJiai-les  Houston,  by 
whom  she  had  three  childi-en:  Robert,  Ina 
and  Cliarlcs.  Mi-,  and  Mrs.  Roi-ter  liave  liad 
two  children:  Hugh  Nevil  and  Russel  Au- 
brey. 

Mr.  Porter  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  in  which  he  has  held  the  position  of 
Steward. 

l\[r.  Porter’s  genealogical  history  will  be 
found  in  the  sketch  of  his  brother,  Robert 
U.  Porter,  appearing  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 


T^IIOMAS  AM.  HARRELL,  a fai-mer  of 
of  Milam  county,  was  born  in  Martin 
county,  Nortli  Carolina,  December  10, 
1827.  Ilis  paternal  grandfather,  Jesse 
Harrell,  was  probably  a pioneer  of  Xorth 
Carolina.  He  married  Miss  Chance,  and  tiiey 
had  seven  children,  of  whom  Theophilus 
Harrell,  the  father  of  oni-  subject,  was  the 
eldest  child.  The  latter  was  born  in  Martin 
county,  Horth  Carolina,  about  1797,  was  a 
farmer  and  mechanic  by  occupation,  and  died 
when  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  in  his 
fourth  year,  at  the  age  of  thirty-three  years. 
He  man'ied  Mary  Ann, a daughtei-  of  Ratson 
AVeatherbee,  a fai-niei-  of  North  Carolina. 
They  had  live  children,  namely:  Nancy 

Jane,  who  married  Simmons  llurnett  both 
of  whom  are  now  deceased;  ^Villianl  1).,  a 
I’esident  of  North  Cai'olina;  d’hoinas  A\'.,  uni- 


subjce.t;  Mai'tha,  wife  of  11.  V.  Hyman,  of 
: North  Cai'olina.  The  inothei-  died  in  1849. 

Thomas  AV.  Harrell  began  lite  independ- 
ently at  the  age  of  twenty  one  years.  He 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  followed  it 
continuously  ten  years,  and  then  began  agri- 
cultural ])ur.-'uits.  In  Eebi-uai'y,  1849,  he 
came  hy  rail  and  watei-  to  Grandico,  Texas, 
later  to  Milam  county,  and  thence  to  Walker 
county,  where  he  followed  carpentering  about 
a year  and  a half.  In  the  fall  of  1850  he 
concluded  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  State  of 
hi.s  birth;  accordiuoly  t(5ok  sta«-e  for  Hons- 
ton  and  boat  to  Galveston,  thence  by  l)oat  to 
New  Orleans,  up  the  Alississippi  and  Ohio 
rivers  to  AVheeling,  West  Virginia,  by  stage 
to  Cumberland,  Maryland,  and  thence  by  rail 
home.  In  October,  18G2,  Mr.  Harrell  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  Seventeenth  North  Caro- 
lina Infantry,  under  Col.  W.  F.  Alartin,  for 
service  in  the  Confederate  army.  They  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  New  Berne,  Cedar 
Creek,  Cold  Harbor,  siege  of  Fort  Fisher 
and  in  the  operations  about  Kingston,  North 
Carolina.  It  was  in  hearing  distance  of 
the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  par- 
ticipated in  a number  of  engagements,  in 
cMie  of  which,  Alarch  10,  1805,  Air.  Har- 
rell  received  a scalp  wound  in  the  head  by 
which  he  was  disabled  for  further  duty  dur- 
ino;  the  remainder  of  the  war.  He  w’as 
taken  to  a hospital  at  Raleigh,  after  the 
Beutonville  tight  to  Charlotte,  and  when 
sufficiently  recovered  started  to  join  his  com- 
pany, luit  heard  of  the  surrender  before  reach- 
ino-  it  and  returned  home. 

In  1870  he  came  to  Milam  county,  Texas, 
for  permanent  settlement,  and  juiid  Sl2.50in 
gold  ])cr  aci’c  tor  200  acres  (d‘  laud.  He  has 
cilice  adiled  t(.i  his  original  purchase  until  he 
now  owns  000  aercis,  2tH)  acres  of  which  is 
nndei-  a line  state  of  cultivation,  and  where 
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he  rais(!S  al>oiit  hales  ol'  cotton  anmially. 
Politically,  Mi',  iranell  afhliatcs  with  the 
Democratic  j)art  v,  and  in  188()  he  was  elected 
Comity  ( 'oni  in  issioner  of  Milam  county  and 
served  one  tm-m. 

Oni-  subject  was  married  in  1S52,  to 
Poiiisa  T.,  a daughter  of  Penjamin  and  Amy 
(Price)  j\[artin.  Mrs.  Ilari'cll  was  horn 
and  reared  in  Martin  county,  Nortli  Caro- 
lina, where  her  family  were  early  settlei’S,  her 
maternal  grandfatheiy  Thomas  Price,  heinga 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Pevolntion.  To 
this  union  thei'o  wei'e  horn  seven  children: 
Viola  S.,  now  the  wife  of  R.  G.  Vaughn  of 
Milam  county;  Della  F.,  wife  of  W.  D.  Ty- 
son of  Roone  county,  Arkansas;  William  T., 
who  died  in  infancy;  Penjamin  L.,  living 
in  Milam  county;  William  Thomas,  who 
lives  in  Falls  county,  this  State;  Mary 
Louisa,  wife  of  P.  F.  Stidham  of  Milam 
county;  and  Annie  P.,  wife  of  D.  I.  Rob- 
erts of  Milam  county.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  November,  1872,  and  in  1875  Mr. 
Harrell  married  Mrs.  Joanna  Davis,  widow 
of  O.  K.  Davis  and  daughter  of  A.  j\[.  Mass- 
enoale,  and  the  children  of  this  union  are 
Emma  T.  and  Willie  May,  both  now  de- 
ceased, and  Jessie  L.,  Florence  A.,  Dora 
E.  and  Samuel  M. 

Mr.  Harrell  is  a member  of  St.  Paul’s 
Lodge,  No.  177,  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Mays- 
fi«.  Id. 

W\  II.  COFFMAN,  one  of  tlu‘  regre- 
sentative  citizens  of  Lee  county,  is 
a soil  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Cobb) 
Coffman.  The  oi'eat-arandfathei'  id' our  sub- 
jeet,  Isaac  Coffman,  came  from  Germany  to 
Lincoln  county,  Virginia,  at  the  clnse  of  the 
Revolutionary  war.  T1k‘ family  lived  in  that 
county  until  iSdO,  and  in  that  year  ime  ed  to 


Mercei-  county,  Kentucky.  Isaac  Coffman 
lived  to  a good  idd  age,  dying  when  our  -su!)- 
ject  was  ten  years  of  age.  The  grandfatlu'r, 
Henry  Coffman,  I’aiscd  his  family  in  Hop- 
kins county,  as  he  did  also  his  son,  the  father 
of  our  subject.  The  father  was  boni  in  180.5, 
was  nianded  in  1880,  and  raiseil  a family  of 
eleven  children,  eight  now  living,  viz.:  W. 
IF,  our  subject;  Sarah  K.,  wife  of  Jasper 
Oi'ton,  of  Hanson,  Kentucky;  Elizabeth,  now 
i\Irs.  Nance,  of  Webster  county,  that  State; 
Jame.s  P.,  of  Shiughterville,  Kentucky;  David 
11. , of  Webster  county,  Kentucky;  Leah  F., 
now  Mrs.  Slaton,  of  Hopkins  county ; Thomas 
J.,  a resident  of  Purnet  county,  Te.xas;  P.C., 
of  Temple,  this  State;  and  Medora  J.,  now 
Mrs.  Smith,  of  Lee  county.  The  father  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
1884.  The  mother  died  in  1887.  The  Cobb 
family  were  originally  from  Georgia,  and  the 
gi-and father  of  onr  subject,  Howell  Cobb,  was 
a cousin  of  the  noted  Georgia  statesman  of 
that  name. 

W.  II.  Coffman  was  born  in  Hopkins 
county,  Kentucky,  November  20,  1831.  In 
October,  1855,  he  emigrated  to  Texas,  locat- 
ing on  his  present  farm  of  277  acres.  He  is 
a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  a number  of  years,  one 
term  as  County  Commissioner,  and  repre- 
sented Lee,  Washington  and  Purleson  coun- 
ties in  the  Eighteenth  Legislature.  Since 
1858  Mr.  Coffman  has  served  as  seci-etary  of 
the  Masonic  order,  Lexington  Lodrm,  No. 
138;  has  held  the  same  office  ten  years  in 
the  A.  L.  of  11.,  .Vlpha  Council,  No.  KiO,  i.s 
tlu'  oldest  Pa.-t  Commander  in  the  State;  and 
is  also  a membei'  of  the  K.  of  H. 

In  I lupkiim  cminty,  Kentucky,  September 
23.  1855,  oui-  ."ubject  was  united  in  marriain- 
with  Nancy  C.  Prown.  They  luid  se\-en 
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chil'liXMi : lujIuM’t  Moi’i'is,  (l(“(‘C!if(.'<l ; Dciiolas 
II.,  widow  of  a M i'. 'riiomas  and  a I'c.'idcnt  ot 
Leo  county;  (uniua  A.,  wift'  of  Ira  iMinnd.s, 
oflUilain  county;  I'linina  C.,  at  home;  Ann 
Eliziahetli,  now  Mrs.  Thomas,  of  Lee  county; 
J.  R.  and  William  J.,  at  home.  The  wife  and 
mothei-  died  in  July,  1875,  and  January  15, 
1880,  in  Leo  county.  Mi-.  Coffman  married 
Mary  L.  Stand  lee.  fflicy  also  have  seven 
children:  John  II.,  Nannie  Ih,  Travis, 

Thomas  G.,  Minnie  A.,  Ellen  M.  and  Erances 
Cleveland. 

FJ  M.  BROWDER,  a farmer  of  Lee 
county,  is  a son  of  Thomas  Browder. 
--  The  latter’s  father,  Thomas  Browder, 
lived  in  Hopkins  county,  Kentucky,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  New  Orleans,  with  Jackson,  and 
while  returning  from  that  engagement  died 
suddenly  when  within  a day’s  journey  of 
home.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born 
and  reared  in  Hopkins  county,  Kentucky, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life,  with  the  e.\cep- 
tion  of  one  year  passed  in  Te.xas.  He  was 
married  in  1829  to  Pernetta  Jackson,  and 
they  had  eleven  children,  namely:  E.  M.,our 
subject;  James,  deceased;  John,  deceased; 
Sallie,  dec,ea.sed;  Mollie,  deceased;  Joseph,  of 
Hopkins  county,  Kentucky;  Richard,  of 
Eannin  county,  Te.xas;  Rufus,  of  Hopkins 
county;  Samuel,  whose  residence  is  un- 
known; David,  deceased;  and  Thomas,  de- 
ceased. The  father  died  in  1880,  and  the 
mother  in  1886.  They  were  members  of  the 
iMethodist  Church. 

E.  i\I.  Browder,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  lioi-n  in  Ilojikins  county.  Kentucky, . I line 
1,  1831.  in  N'o\ i‘iii her.  1856,  he  came  to 
Lee  enmity.  Te.xas,  locating  on  the  farm 
where  he  imw  r(‘>ides.  IL-  owns  391  aeres. 


100  aci-(‘s  of  whicli  is  under  a tine  state  of 
cnlti\:ition.  in  LSbl  lie  enlisted  asa  private 
in  ('mn|iany  A,  Seventeenth  Te.xas  Infantry, 
Confederate,  under  Ccdonel  Allen,  lint  did  not 
participate  in  any  battles,  was  principally  on 
detiul  duty,  and  serveil  west  of  the  Missis- 
sijipi  river.  .Vt  the  close  of  the  struggle  he 
was  employed  by  the  Government  in  collect- 
ing titles.  Mr.  Browder  has  resided  on  his 
pre.seiit  farm  continnously  since  coming  to 
this  State,  with  the  e.xception  of  three  years 
spent  in  Georgetown,  for  the  jiurpose  of  edu- 
cating his  children. 


In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  ['arty,  and  socially  is  a Royal 


I ington  Lodge,  No.  138,  in  which  he  has  served 
j as  Worshipful  Master.  He  is  a member  of 
! the  Christian  Church. 


]\Ir.  Browder  was  married  in  Hopkins 
I county,  Kentucky,  in  1851,  to  Ann  Eliza 
Gordon,  and  they  had  one  child,  now  de- 
ceased. The  wife  and  mother  died  July  25, 
1856.  In  September,  1860,  in  Bastrop 
county,  Te.xas,  our  subject  married  Cynthia 
L.  Wilson,  a dauo-liter  of  John  and  Martha 
Wilson.  The  parents  moved  from  the  East- 
ern States  to  IMississipjii,  and  in  1SJ6  came 
to  Bastrop  county,  Texas.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  had  seven  children:  William,  a farmer 
of  Lee  county;  Caroline,  now  Airs.  Alarley, 
of  Bastrofi  county;  Cynthia,  the  wife  of  our 
i subject;  AViley,  of  Bastroji  county ; James,  a 
farmer  of  Lee  county;  Andrew,  of  Bastrop 
county:  and  Jefferson,  also  of  that  county. 
The  father,  a member  of  the  Alethodist 
Church,  died  in  1881,  and  the  mother  still 
resides  in  Ba.'trop  county.  Mr.  and  Airs. 
Browder  lia\e  had  six  childrtMi.  namely:  Ed- 
ward M.,  id’  hailas,  Texas;  -lo.'eph  I ).  and 
Bnfiis  W..  farmers  (d’  Lee  counts  ; Charh'S 
1).,  oradnatcd  at  the  Soiithwotern  Llniver- 
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sity  in  tlic  of  1S87.  and  now  resides  at 
(u'oroctowiK  Ti-xas;  M.ai  y E.  is  now  the  wife 
of  Dr.  A.  E.  IJawkins,  also  of  that  eity;  and 
Sam  lud  .1 of  Liw  county.  The  eldest  son,  Ed- 
ward M.,  was  educated  at  the  Sontliwestern 
University,  oradnating  in  the  class  of  1885. 
lie  then  studied  law  with  John  F.  Crowe,  of 
(Jiddings,  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  im- 
mediately o])ened  an  otlice  in  Dallas.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  the  ]>ractice  of  his  profession 
with  McCormick  X Sjience. 


OIJN  G.  lIROWiN,  of  Rockdale,  Milam 
county,  is  a son  of  John  and  Fannie 
(GriiKn)  llrown,  both  natives  of  Ala- 
bama, in  which  State  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  also  born.  The  father  was  born 
there  in  1808,  was  reared  and  married  there, 
his  maridage  occurring  in  1834,  when  he 
was  united  to  a daughter  of  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  State,  John  Griffin.  John 
Griffin  and  John  Rrown,  the  grandfathers  of 
the  subject  of  this  review,  were  both  natives 
of  North  Carolina,  and  moved,  within  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century  or  early  in  the 
present  one,  to  Alabama,  where  for  many 
years  thereafter  they  resided,  being  exten- 
sive land  owners.  I’oth  died  in  their  adopted 
State  and  left  numerous  descendants,  who 
have  since  become  scattered  throun-h  the  new 

O 

Southwest.  The  Browns  came  originally 
from  England,  the  Griffins  from  Ireland. 
Both  took  up  their  I'esidence  in  this  country 
in  colonial  times,  settling  in  the  southeast 
Atlantic  sea  coast  States,  whence  they  drifted 
toward  the  Gulf  as  the  Indians  wei'o  re- 
moved and  the  cmiiiti’y  was  opened  to  settle- 
ment. It  is  a ti'adition  of  the  family  that 
they  wei'(^  in  tlu'  main  sturdy  yeomen  and 
patriotic  citi/ams.  rendering  good  service  in 


time  of  war  and  li\ing  honoi'able  and  in- 
dustrious lives  in  time  of  j)eace.  Tlni  grand- 
fathers of  our  subject  wei'C  both  sohlit.'rs  in 
the  Revolution,  dohn  Brown,  fatliei'  of  John 
G.  of  this  article,  migiaited  in  1842  from 
Alabama  to  Arkansas,  where  he  resided  for 
about  thi’ee  years,  coming  thence  in  1845  to 
Te.xas  and  settling  in  Washington  county, 
where,  with  the-exceptiem  of  three  years,  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  He  was 
a farmer,  merchant  and  ti-ader,  and,  in  the 
course  of  a somewhat  long  and  active  life, 
succeeded  in  accumulating  a considerable 
amount  of  property.  He  went  in  18C9  to 
California,  whei-e,  through  some  unfortunate 
investments,  he  lost  heavily.  While  a i-esi- 
dent  of  Washington  county  he  was  for  many 
years  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  county  and  filled 
other  local  positions,  being  a man  of  much 
public  spirit  and  devoted  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  community  wdiere  he  lived.  He  was 
a life-long  Democrat  and  greatly  devoted  to 
the  interests  of  his  party.  He  died  in  Wash- 
ington county  in  187G,  aged  sixty-eight 
years.  Ilis  wife,  mother  of  our  subject,  died 
in  1847,  the  year  after  the  removal  to  Texas. 
The  issue  of  their  marriage  was  six  children, 
four  of  whom  attained  maturity:  Marion, 

John  G.,  Thomas  J.  and  James  M.,  all  of 
whom  entered  the  Confederate  ai-my  at  the 
opening  of  tlie  late  war,  enlisting  in  com 
pany  F,  Fifth  Texas  IMounted  Volunteers. 
Marion  died  from  injuries  received  in  the 
service.  Each  of  the  others  was  wounded. 
Thomas  J.  lo?t  his  life  in  18(58  in  New 
Mexico,  beino"  killed  b\'  the  Indians  while 
on  his  way  to  Califortda.  James  M.  is  now 
a resident  of  San  Fatidcio  county,  this  State, 
where  be  is  eiioau-ed  in  fruit-growing. 

dohn  G Brown,  the'  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  burn  in  what  was  then  Benton,  now  Cal- 
houn, county,  Vlabatna,  duly  2li,  183‘.f  He 
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was  thus  ill  liis  sixtli  year  when  his  parents 
came  to  Texas  in  l'S4o.  After  tlie  death  of  j 
his  inotlKU',  the  year  following,  hc‘  went,  in 
18  tS,  to  li\e  with  a Mr.  ('i.uinell,  of  Wash- 
ington county,  with  whom  he  made  his  home 
for  four  years,  after  which,  in  1852,  lie  was 
taken  into  the  family  of  a l\Irs.  Pearson  of 
that  county.  lie  remained  with  this  lady 
for  about  live  year.s,  duriiio  which  time  he  ; 
secured  such  limited  educational  advantaoes 
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as  were  aiforded  at  the  time,  heiiio'  indebted 
to  her  for  tiu'  saima  He  was  also  indebted 
to  hei'  for  excellent  trainiiio;  in  other  ways 
and  I'or  much  encouragement  and  kindly 
counsel.  On  this  account  he  retains  ]deasant 
recollections  of  her  and  of  his  stay  at  her 
house,  and  he  oratefully  makes  this  ac 
knowledgmeiit  and  jiays  her  memory  this 
public  tribute.  Working  for  her,  for  his 
father  and  occasionally  for  others,  on  the 
farm  and  at  the  stock  business,  his  time 
was  passed  like  that  of  most  boys  of 
his  age  until  he  reached  his  majority. 
Having  married  and,  just  as  he  was  laying 
his  plans  for  life,  surveying  his  surround 
ings  for  an  opportunity  to  begin  consecutive 
operations,  the  war  came  on  and  he  subordi- 
nated all  his  personal  projects  to  meet  the 
more  pressing  duties  that  called  him  to  the 
field  of  action.  He  entered  the  Confederate 
army  early  in  ISGl,  enlisting  in  Comjiany 
F,  Fifth  Texas  Mounted  Volunteers,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Tom  Green.  With  this 
company  he  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the 
Te  xas  frt'utier  and  began  his  sendee  in  the 
well  rememl)ere<l  campaign  into  New  Mex- 
ico. He  was  identified  with  the  entire  cam- 
paign, in  wiiich  was  fought  tin*  battle  of  Val 
Verde,  and,  i-eturning,  wa>  in  the  exjteditioii 
along  the  Gulf  coast,  participating  in  the 
fight  at  Galve.-ton,  in  whi(di  he  assisted  in 
the  captuix’  ol  the  llandet  kane,"  beiiio- 


wt)und(Ml  in  this  (‘xploit  by  a mini(!  ball. 
On  account  of  this  wound  he  was  disabled 
and  t(unporarily  incapacitated  for  lurther 
.'er\  ice,  spending  the  inteidm  at  home  on  a 
fuidouoh.  He  soon  I'e-coveiaal  and  retunied 
to  his  command,  with  which  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  waiy  receiving  his  discharge 
at  Houston  in  Alay,  1865.  For  three  yeai'S 
followino- that  date  he  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Washingtoti  county,  and  in  1808 
>tartcd  with  his  father  foi-  California,  but, 
alter  reaching  the  Kio  Grande  river,  decided  to 
remain  in  Texas,  and,  retuniincr  to  ATashino- 
ton  county,  there  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  ar  Sand  Town.  After  a year’s  suc- 
cessful pursuit  of  this  business  at  that  place, 
he  embarked  in  the  li(pior  business  at  points 
alono  the  line  of  the  Houston  & Texas  Ceu- 
ti-al  Railroad,  which  was  then  building  west 
toward  Austin.  He  retained  these  interests 
until  1870,  when  he  settled  at  Rockdale, 
where  he  opened  a saloon,  which  he  has 
since  conducted.  He  is  thus  Que  of  Rock- 
dale’s oldest  business  men,  and,  it  may  be 
added,  without  exaggeration,  is  one  of  her 
successful  ones.  A business  in  Rockdale, 
averaging  from  815,000  to  81^?000  annually, 
a half  interest  in  a business  worth  $0,000  in 
Corpus  Christi,  a fruit  farm  of  300  acres, 
worth  $10,000,  in  San  Patricio  county,  and 
an  interest  in  a fanu  of  300  acres  in  Milam 
county,  besides  other  investments,  show  that 
he  has  not  been  idle  during  the  last  two  ilec- 
ades;  for  it  must  be  remembered  that  he 
came  out  of  the  war  without  a dollar  and  had 
to  struggh'  for  several  yeais  fur  a bare  sub- 
sistence for  himself  and  family.  That  ho 
has  l)ecn  diligent  and  watedifu!  of  his  inter- 
ests it  is  needle.'S  to  say.  He  has  devoted 
himself  sM'icfly  to  business,  has  always  lived 
within  his  nu'ans,  has  been  careful  of  his 
investments  and  conservative  in  all  things. 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


For  nine  yoai's  lie  has  sei'vcil  as  Aliicnnan  of 
the  town  of  loicknlalo.  ami  it  is  doinjj;  no  in- 
jiisliee  to  otlun's  to  say  that  Rockdale  has 
iievei’  had  on  its  hoard  of  Coninion  ('onneil  a 
man  more  solicitous  f<;r  the  oeneral  welfare 

O 

of  the  place',  and  more  active  in  the  snjijiort 
of  every  measui-e  looking  to  that  end,  than 
JUr.  Brown.  Ilis  means,  ability  and  pro- 
gressive spirit  make  of  him  a valuable  man 
in  a new  and  enterprising  place  like  Rock- 
dale, and  his  support  is  always  contielently 
|•elied  upon  in  any  undertaking  of  a jmhlic 
nature.  He  is  not  a partisan  politician,  imt 
lieing  a strono-  Democrat  he  oenerally  in-  i 
terests  himself  in  jiolitical  matters  to  the  ! 
e.xtent  of  voting,  and  also,  when  occasion  de-  i 
mands,  is  ever  ready  to  turn  out  and  work 
for  the  success  of  any  man  or  cause  whose 
interests  he  espouses. 

February  15,  1801,  Mr.  Bi-own  married 
Miss  Myra  Wray,  then  of  AV^ashington 
county,  this  State,  but  a native  of  Tennessee. 
Of  this  marriage  four  children  have  been 
born,  of  whom  hut  two  attained  mature  years: 
John  T.  and  ATilliam  M.,  both  of  whom  are 
farmers  of  Milam  county. 


1 L L I A M E.  n O Z E M A X.— Few 
families  are  richer  in  history  than 
^ the  Bozeman  family,  and  fewer  of 
them  have  made  any  effort  to  gather  and 
pi'eserve  in  tangihle  shape  for  posterity  a 
record  of  the  dcciB  and  tichievements  of  tludr 
ancestors  as  far  hack  as  their  foreign  ances- 
try. Such  record  the  Bozemans  ha\e,  owing 
to  the  care  uf  one  doseph  Bozeman,  of 
Meridian.  M i>sis~i  iipi.  The  woi'k  was  ac- 


compli.'hcd alter  ahout  a decade  nf  hard 
lahor.  at  a coimiderahle  outlay  and  without 


rmnum'ration.  l"rom  this  little  x'olume  wo 
learn  that  the  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  jirominerit  in  the  Uniteil  States,  d’he 
name  originated  in  Europe,  possibly  in  Hol- 
land, where  it  seems  to  ha\'e  been  Bosnian. 

Joseph  E.  and  Nathan  Bozeman  emigrated 
to  America  with  one  of  the  Baltimores,  and 
were  among  the  pioneers  of  Afaryland,  hut 
how  they  obtained  a footing  in  the  English 
county  of  the  Calverts  is  not  stated.  Grant- 
ing that  they  first  crossed  the  channel  to 
England,  and  set  out  for  the  Xew  World  as 
stated,  their  descendants  scattered  from  the 
Baltimore  colony  to  all  points  of  the  ctmipass. 
North  and  South  Carolina  coming  in  for  a 
good  share  of  them.  Samuel  Bozeman  was 
horn  in  Bladen  county.  North  Carolina,  in 
1730.  He  married  xAnn,  a daughter  of 
Nathaniel  Richardson,  who  was  a member  of 
the  Provincial  Congress  held  at  Halifax  in 
1776.  Nine  children  were  horn  to  Samuel 
Bozeman,  the  first  being  Joseph,  who  was  the 
double  great-grandfather  of  our  suliject,  born 
in  North  Carolina  in  April,  1756.  He  was 
a patriot  soldier  and  participated  in  the  siege 
of  xAugusta,  Georgia,  to  which  State  at  the 
close  of  hostilities  he  and  his  brothers  and 
sisters  immio-rated,  settling  near  Savannah. 
His  fii'st  wife  was  a Miss  AMood,  a sister  of 
Rev.  David  AA^ood,  a Baptist  minister.  Mrs. 
Bozeman  died  young  and  left  only  one  child, 
Nathan,  the  lather  of  the  celebrated  New 
A’ork  physician  and  surgeon.  Dr.  Bozeman. 
The  second  wife  of  Joseph  Bozeman  was 
Elizabeth  I’endleton,  of  Pennsylvania,  whom 
he  married  in  1797.  In  1806  Joseph  mo\c*d 
his  family  to  Kaskaskia,  Illinois,  by  stage, 
recpiii'iug  from  March  to  May  to  make  the 
trip.  Diseast'  wa-  so  prevalent  thei'e  that  the 
li\a^  of  his  family  wert>  in  jeojiardy,  and  he 
returned  in  tlu'  fall  ol  the  same  yeai  to 
(leorgia  on  pack  hol•^^es.  In  1818  he  most.(l 
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his  effects  from  Twi^^s  county,  (Tcorgia,  to 
Covington  county,  Alaliamfi,  where  he  died 
in  1821,  from  the  effects  of  a wound  fi'om  a 
fallino  tree. 

Mr.  Ikizeman  was  a tine  mechanic,  heing 
skilletl  both  in  wood  and  iron,  and  was  a 
gnnsmitli  also.  lie  was  a tine  marksman, 
and  had  a oreat  taste  for  the  sports  of  lintit- 
ino  and  tisliing.  By  occupation  lie  was  a 
farmer,  and  made  it  successful.  Politically, 
he  was  a Democrat,  aiul  i-eligionsly  a member 
of  the  Baptist  (Ihnrch.  IS'athan  I’ozeman  was 
born  October  7,  1785,  and  November  1,  1807, 
married  jMiss  Harriet  Knotts,  of  Burke 
county,  Georgia,  near  Waynesboro.  Mr. 
Knotts  was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1745, 
and  was  a colonial  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  In  1819  Nathan  Bozeman 
moved  to  Covington  county,  Alal>ama,  and 
si.\-  years  later  removed  to  Butler  county, 
near  Greenville,  and  finally  moved,  in  1838, 
to  Coosa  county,  wheie  he  died  ten  years 
later,  October  11,  1848.  He  was  a man  of 
great  industry,  and  public-spirited  to  a 
remarkable  <legree.  lie  used  to  say  that  the 
sound  of  many  a.xes  in  forest  and  field  was 
the  sweetest  music  he  ever  heard,  and  always 
believed  in  all  of  tbe  members  of  his  house- 
hold having  employment.  He  accumulated 
a good  property,  and  won  a high  place  in 
public  esteem.  As  a valuable  and  honorable 
citizen,  Nathan  Bozeman  will  always  be 
remembered.  His  family  consisted  of  eleven 
children,  the  fourth  of  which  family  was 
David  Wood  Bozeman,  the  father  of  our 
subject. 

The  liirth  of  Davicl  \V.  Bt)zeman  took 
place  Febniary  10,  1814.  and  he  received 
the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  his  nativ(> 
State.  When  only  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
uianaed  Miss  Ann  Bmdish  Bi-owniuo.  a ladv 

^ O • «/ 

of  fifteen.  Ibu-  many  yeai’s  of  his  life  Mr. 


Bozeman  was  enoaoed  as  an  o\erseer,  and  as 
his  means  accumulated  he  invested  in  negro 
pro[)erty,  whose  label'  uuuh^  him  riidi  rapidly. 
He  bouo'ht  and  managed  largo  estates  and 
became  one  of  the  most  successful  financiers 
of  fhe  State  of  Alabama.  IMoneyed  corpora- 
tions sought  his  assistance  and  counsel,  and 
the  State  his  services.  He  was  an  ardent 
Democrat  of  the  States-Right  stripe,  and  of 
pronounced  disuidou  sentiments  when  the 
ijuestion  union  was  being  agitated. 

In  1800  he  was  a deleoate  to  the  conven- 
tion  which  nominated  John  C.  Breckenridoe 

CD 

to  the  Presidency.  The  next  year  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Alabama  Legislature,  and  was 
an  active  participant  in  the  deliberations  of 
that  day.  In  1855  Mr.  Bozeman  established 
himself  at  Wetumpka,  Alabama,  in  the  bank- 
ing business,  and  was  very  prosperous  when 
the  Givil  war  came  on  and  swept  away  at 
one  breath  850,000.  His  reverses  might  have 
crippled  him  seriously  had  he  not  made  a 
speculative  trip  to  Texas  in  1857  and  invested 
largely  in  western  lands  in  Milam  and  Tom 
Green  counties.  He  had  visited  the  State 
even  eai'lier  than  that,  being  here  on  an 
exploring  tour  in  1851. 

Aftei-  the  war  Mr.  Bozeman  came  to  Milam 
county  and  gave  his  attention  to  farming  and 
speculating  in  land.  He  had  a strong  desire 
for  the  excitement  incident  to  a camj)aign  in 
politics.  He  was  a great  reader,  and  when 
called  upoTi  for  a speech  always  had  some- 
thing interesting  to  give  his  hearers.  He 
was  once  a candidate  for  the  State  Senate  in 
Texas.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  united 
with  the  Missionary  Baptist  riiurch.  His 
habits  were  always  temperate  and  moral.  In 
pei'sonal  apj)earauce  he  was  t;ill.  with  black 
hail'  and  eves  and  idive  eomph'xiou,  and  gi'(“at 
tirmne^s  marke(l  hi>  (iealings  with  those 
umh'r  him,  and  what  he  said  he  im>aut  and 
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wliat  lie  ri'ij II ircd  Iic  liad  donr.  lie  Sft 
special  value  iijion  manual  lalmr,  lint  eeiier- 
ously  extended  linaiudal  aid  wlienevci-  lie  was 
convinced  of  the  true  worth  of  the  recipient, 
lie  died  in  18S7,  hut  his  widow  still  survi\-es 
him,  enjo}’ing  ajifiarently  excellent  health. 
Mr.  r.o/.einan  was  the  father  of  fourteen 
cliildreii:  James  II.,  horn  Octohei'  20,  1830, 

and  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  'William  E., 
our  subject;  David  Ih,  horn  January  2, 
1815;  Emma  A.,  horn  fJamiary  2,  1818,  mar- 
ried Alonzo  Rushing,  of  Alabama;  Xathan 
(1.,  horn  September  5,  1853;  Ileni'y  .1.,  horn 
June  3,  1855;  Beauregard  ih,  burn  Maridi 
19,  18()2;  while  seven  otliers  died  in  cldld- 
hood . 

William  E.  Bozeman  was  l>oni  in  Loundes 
county,  Alabama,  March  23,  1811,  and  was 
brought  up  on  a farm  and  secured  only  coun- 
try-school advantages.  At  twenty  years  of 
age  he  enlisted  as  Sergeant  in  Com])any  I, 
Captain  B.  E.  Melton,  his  first  colonel  being 
John  Withers,  and  his  last  one  Colonel 
Charles  Forsythe, Third  Alabama  Regiment  of 
Infantry.  lie  participated  in  many  hard- 
fought  battles,  among  them  being  those  of 
Seven  Pines,  Gaines’  Mill,  Savage  Station, 
Malvern  Hill,  Fredericksburg,  and  all  of  the 
engagements  of  Lee’s  army  until  the  fall  of 
1801,  wlien  he  received  a flesh  wound  at  the 
battle  of  Cedar  Creek  in  Virginia.  This  con- 
fined him  to  the  hospital  until  December, 
wlien  he  returned  home,  where  he  remained 
until  March,  1865.  He  then  set  out  to  join 
the  decimated  ranks  of  Lee’s  army,  but  at 
Danville  he  heard  of  the  suri-ender  and  with 
bowed  head  he  returned  to  his  home.  The 
next  year  he  left  his  native  State  and  came 
to  Texas,  stojiping  in  Red  River  county  until 
180S,  when  he  came  to  Milam  county  and 
settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Baileyville,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  He  li\es  on  a jiart  of 


I the  land  purchased  by  his  father  in  1857, 
Iiaving  receii'cd  fiMin  his  father  225  acres,  on 
which  he  settled  in  180S,  and  \\’hich  he  has 
i m ])i‘o\'e<l.  Ml'.  Bozeman  .also  owns  a half 
section  in  Tom  Green  county,  suitable  tor 
gi'azing. 

In  1801  he  married  Miss  Sallie  Pylant,  a 
daughter  of  John  A-  and  Mary  I’ylant,  wdio 
wei'e  then  residents  of  Alabama.  Mr.  and 
Mi-s.  Bozeman  have  had  eioht  children,  all 
girls;  Mollie,  now'  wife  of  AV.  J.  Smilie,  of 
jMilam  county;  Emma  J.,  wife  of  D.  P.  Will- 
iams, of  Dallas  county,  Texas;  Minnie  L.; 
Eurline  L.,  wife  of  J.  D.  Stoneham,  of  Falls 
county;  Willie  E.  and  Jessie  R.,  still  at 
home.  The  religious  connection  of  the  family 
is  with  the  Baptist  Church,  most  of  them 
holding  or  having  held  membei'ship  in  Caddo 
Church,  in  the  vicinity  of  Baileyville. 

G'  H.  YOE. — Since  the  days  when  the 
\ adventurous  Captain  Henry  Hudson 
first  pushed  his  explorations  up  the 
romantic  stream  that  bears  his  name,  and  on 
the  banks  of  that  stream  planted  the  seeds  of 
one  of  the  thriftiest  colonies  on  this  con- 
tinent, down  to  the  present  time,  the  nation 
under  whose  flag  he  sailed,  Holland,  and 
the  more  populous  and  stronger  nation,  Ger- 
many, which  he  may  be  said  in  some  tueasure 
to  have  represented,  have  furnished  to  this 
country  a large  portion  of  its  people,  and  wdiat 
is  better,  some  of  its  sturdiest,  thriftiest, 
most  intellio;ent  and  best  citizens.  These  two 
countries  have  sent  to  the  New  World  repre- 
sentatives who  have  illustrated,  both  in  w\ar 
and  peace,  the  characteristics  of  their  people, 
beiim  no  less  distinguished  for  their  valor  in 
one  than  fui'  the  triumphs  of  their  genius  and 
industry  in  the  other.  And  it  can  be  said 
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witliout  (lis|iar;ii;ciiiriit  to  the*  mimerous  otlu'r 
p(‘o[»lo  rc'|ii'o.'cnti‘<]  in  tlie  Anu'rican  liody 
jxilitic  that  those  coium uii ities  whei’e  the 
Dutch  and  (iennan  settlers  pi-edoiiiinate  are 
witliout  exception  in  national  faith  and  unity 
the  souinU'st,  as  they  ai'c  in  the  coinnion  af- 
fairs of  life  in  the  healthiest  and  most  [iros- 
perous  condition. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a native  of 
Germany  and  comes  to  the  sti-onp-  (ionnaii 
stock  liei'C  referred  to.  lie  was  lioni  July 
23,  IS-t-i,  and  is  a son  of  -John  and  lu'zzie 
Yoe,  both  natives  also  of  (iermany.  The 
parents  never  came  to  America,  but  have  al- 
ways resided  in  their  native  country,  where 
they  are  leading  the  cpiiet,  useful  lives  of  the 
respectable  and  fairly  well-to-do  middle  class 
of  citizens  to  which  they  Ijclong.  C.  II.  Yoe 
left  Germany  a sixteen-year-old  lad  in  1860, 
and  came  to  this  country  making  his  first 
stop  at  Ilaltimore,  In  that  city  he  apprenticed 
himself  to  a blacksmith  and  learned  the  trade 
which  he  followed  there  and  in  Washington 
city  until  after  the  close  of  hostilities  between 
the  two  sections  in  1865,  wlien  he  catne 
South  and  for  a year  or  more  lived  at  Yew 
Orleans. 

lie  came  to  Texas  in  1868,  and  a year  later 
to  Milam  county.  For  a year  after  coming  to 
this  county  he  worked  on  a farm;  then  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Cameron,  where  he 
again  went  at  his  trade  and  followed  it 
steadily  for  nearly  ten  years.  By  industry, 
thrift  and  economy  he  managed  to  save  some 
fi'om  his  earnings,  and  being  desirous  of 
venturing  into  a new  field  of  emjjloyment  he  I 
purchased  a small  stock  of  goods  in  1878  and  1 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Cam-  | 
eron.  llis  ventuix'  jti-oved  successful,  he  en- 
larged his  stock  from  time  to  time  as  de-  ; 
manded  hy  the  trade  and  for  a numbm-  of 
years  did  a large  and  successful  business.,  lie 


sold  (Uit  his  iiKU'cantile  int(U’csts  in  -lamiary, 
1862,  and,  having  alrea<ly  made  several  coii- 
bidei'uhle  inx'estnuMits  in  fann  lands,  extended 
his  operations  in  this  direction  and  has  since 
given  his  attention  actively  to  improving  Ins 
holdings.  lie  owns  some  desii'abhi  real  estate 
in  this  county,  having  over  (iOO  aci'es  of  farm 
land  under  cultivation,  on  which  he  raises 
an  abundance  of  Texas’  sovereign  pi'oduct. 
Cotton.  lie  also  owns  good  town  property  in 
Cameron  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  Cameron’s 
solid  men  of  means. 

Mr.  Yoe’s  energies  have  been  concentrated 
in  the  pursuit  of  his  own  business  and  his 
efforts  have  yielded  him  a rich  reward, 
lie  has  never  held  public  office  l>ut  once, 
when  he  was  induced  to  take  for  a short 
time  the  office  of  County  Ti'easurer,  which 
he  filled  acceptably  until  iiis  successor  was 
elected  and  (pialitied.  He  has  taken  an  active 
part,  however,  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
development  of  the  town  and  county,  and 
has  been  foremost  both  with  his  money  and 
personal  efforts  to  promote  all  enterprises 
looking  to  their  improvement.  He  is  also 
identified  with  the  best  social  interests  of  the 
place,  being  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor  and  the  Masons,  in  which  last  order 
he  is  a Knight  Templar,  and  has  filled  all  the 
positions  in  the  blue  lodge  and  chapter  to 
which  he  belongs.  He  adheres  to  the  religious 
faith  of  his  fathers,  being  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  is  liberal  both  in 
opinion  and  with  his  means  as  respects  the 
support  of  church  oi'ganizations.  In  1871 
j\Ir.  Yoe  married  Caroline  Meyers,  a daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Rose  Flizabeth  Meyers,  who 
wei'o  among  Milam  county’s  eaidy  settlers, 
and  who  are  mobt  pleasantly  remembeieil  by 
many  of  the  older  citizens  of  this  day.  They 
were  natives  of  (iermany  and  came  t(_) 
America  about  184:4  or  1845,  settling  in 
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Milam  county  a year  or  two  latci-.  The 
Tatliei' (lie  1 in  Cameron  in  1870,  aoeil  lifty- 
thi'ee,  and  tlie  motlicM’  in  1872,  at  the  same 
aoe.  ( )f  their  twelve  children  only  live  aia^ 
now  livino-, — Caroline  (j\[ivs.  Voe),  Albert, 
Charles,  Lu  and  David, -—tliree  dying  of  yel- 
low fev(!i‘  in  Houston  shortly  after  the  family 
came  to  the  State,  and  four  in  Cameron.  It 
would  be  depriving  this  sketch  of  j>art  of  its 
interest  and  robhini;  a oood  woman  of  her 
jnst  deserts,  not  to  add  that  much  to  the 
success  which  l\[r.  Yoe  has  attained  lias  been 
due  to  the  kindly  counsel  and  efficient  aid 
which  he  has  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
lady  whom  he  selected  now  more  than  twenty 
years  ago  for  a companion,  and  who  during 
all  these  years  has  borne  him  a faithful  and 
affectionate  companionship. 


f^niLIP  DANIEL  KOONTZ,  a 
stockman,  residing  tweve  miles  north 
of  Georgetown,  in  Glasscock  valley, 
' is  the  only  son  of  W,  A.  and  Louisa 
(Counts)  Koontz,  of  German  descent.  The 
mother’s  name  is  but  the  English  spellimr  of 
the  father’s  name.  The  paternal  family  lo- 
cated in  Itockingham  county,  Virginia,  in  an 
early  day.  and  the  grandfather  of  our  subject 
afterward  moved  to  Madison  county,  Ohio. 
W.  A.  Koontz  was  born  in  Virginia,  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  married  in  Ohio; 
taught  school  in  that  State  several  years,  and 
then  began  a broker’s  business,  which,  in  con- 
nection with  hanking,  he  followed  until  late 
in  life.  He  then,  having  made  a fortune, 
retireil  from  active  life,  and  now  resides  in 
Sedalia,  ()hio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koontz  had 
two  children,  and  the  daughter,  now  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Stroup,  a prominent  and 
successful  merchant  of  Sedalia. 


P.  D.  Koontz  was  born  in  Madison  county, 
()hio,  Api'il  21,  184:1),  and  was  educated  at 
the  Ohio  Whc'leyan  ('ollege,  at  Delaware, 
()hio,  and  at  the  .\ntioch  Culh'ge,  at  \elhnv 
Springs,  same  State.  iM  nch  of  his  early  life 
was  given  to  travel  and  recreation.  Kaised 
in  the  Ihickeye  State  by  indulgent  and  well- 
to-do  parents,  and  educated  at  the  best  of 
northern  schools,  Mr.  Koontz  yet  saw  lit,  in 
his  young  imuihood,  to  cast  his  lot  among  the 
|)eople  of  Williamson  county,  where,  for 
twenty  y'cars,  he  has  successfully  tried  the 
virtue  of  Te.xas  soil  and  climate.  He  was  in- 
duced to  come  to  this  county  by  the  father 
(now  deceased)  and  an  uncle  of  Ca|)tain  J.  A. 
Jiumsey,  of  Corn  Hill.  Arriving  in  this 
ueighboi-hood  in  the  fall  of  1872,  Mr.  Koontz 
purchased  100  acres  of  improved  land  in  the 
Glasscock  valley,  known  as  the  Tremble 
farm.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  Texas 
life,  and,  although  he  has  spent  a part  of  the 
intervening  time  at  his  boyhood’s  home,  he 
has  ever  since  maintained  his  residence  here. 
To  the  original  purchase  he  has  gradually 
added  until  he  now  owns  2,000  acres,  GOO 
acres  of  which  is  under  a line  state  of  culti- 
vation. This  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
Williamson  county.  Mr.  Koontz  gives  spe- 
cial attention  to  the  raisincr  of  Poland  China 

O 

swine. 

In  this  county,  in  1872,  our  subject  xvas 
united  in  marriage  to  ]\[iss  Emer  Marrs,  who 
died  four  years  later.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren: losa  A\"inetka,  wife  of  John  E.  King, 

Jr.,  of  AYilliamson  county;  and  Emola  Glen, 
wife  of  Thomas  S.  King,  also  of  this  county. 
May  2,  1881,  Mr.  Koontz  married  Fann  ie 
L.  Orehangh,  a daughter  of  John  L.  and 
Emily  (.lunes)  ()rebaugh.  Her  ancestors  were 
of  German  descent,  located  in  the  samecounty 
in  Virginia  as  did  Air.  Koontz's  j)eople,  and 
alterwai'd  moved  to  Ohio.  John  L.  Ore- 
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l)!Ui^li,  a inen-haiit  li_y  occu j>at inn,  was  Imrn 
and  |ia.-'.st‘d  lii.s  cntiix' lilV^  in  11  inhlainl  c(mnty, 
Ohio,  and  died  (d'  disease  eunti'aeted  while' 
serviiiii:  as  ITnion  soldier.  Mi's.  Koontz 
was  lel't  an  ori)han  at  the  age  of  thirteen 
year.s,  with  two  sisters:  iMary,  wife  of  J.  11. 
Van  Pelt,  a prosperous  farmer  of  jVIadison 
county,  Ohio;  and  Klla,  now  Mia-.  E.  P.  Col- 
lier, of  Dayton,  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  j 
Koontz  have  had  the  following  children:  j 
Te.xas  Pelle,  Carlo  Serena,  and  Ernest  Sam- 
uel, aged  resjiecti  vely  (180d),  eleven,  nine  and 
seven  yeai-s. 

JOHN  TllKEADGILL,  Second 

I Vice  President  of  the  Eirst  National 

Bank  of  Taylor,  was  born  in  Anson 

county,  Noi'th  Carolina,  September  28,  1847, 
a son  of  James  and  Eliza  (Paul)  Threadgill, 
who  were  born  and  reared  there,  the  father 
beincr  of  English  and  the  mother  of  Scotch 

O ~ 

extraction.  The  father  was  a speculator  and 
was  favorably  known  all  over  the  Southwest. 
For  over  thirty  years  he  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
a good  man  and  foremost  in  the  conflicts  of 
the  times  for  the  betterment  of  the  condition 
of  the  masses.  He  took  a broad  view  of  his 
personal  responsibility  and  his  active  years 
were  all  most  earnestly  given  to  the  promo- 
tion of  the  cause  of  goodness  under  a high 
impulse  that  makes  life  great  and  often  very 
effective.  He  died  January  1,  1880,  aged 
sixty- five  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  belonged  to  a 
fine  old  Scotch  family,  the  McKinneys  of 
North  Carolina.  She  was  a deeply  pious  wo- 
man and  retlectcd  the  power  and  l)canty  of  a 
Christian  life  in  relation  to  her  family,  the 
church  and  the  cennmunity.  'I'liese  [)arents 


hail  twehc  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
matiiri'  yc'ai.--,  and  ten  :ire  living  at  tin;  pi'es- 
ent  writing. 

( )ur  subject  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  and  studied  medicine  under  the  tutel- 
age of  Dr.  E.  E.  Ash,  of  Waih'sboi’ongh, 
North  ('arolina,  and  attended  a course  t)f 
medical  lecturi'.'  in  the  Baltimore  .Medical 
College  durinir  the  winter  of  l8G7-’b8.  lie 
then  returned  to  North  Carolina  and  began 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  a country  town, 
remaining  there  until  the  summer  of  1870, 
when  he  came  to  Washington  county.  Texas, 
and  practiced  there  until  iMay  1,  1875,  then 
located  near  Circleville,  in  AVilliamson  coun- 
ty, and  practiced  there  until  the  town  of  Tay- 
lor started,  and  ever  since  that  time  has  been 
located  there. 

His  jrractice  continued  until  1880,  when  he 
entered  into  the  real-estate  business,  continu- 
ing until  1800,  when  he  went  into  the  bank- 
ing business.  He  was  elected  to  his  present 
position  in  1891.  The  other  oflicers  of  the 
bank  are:  John  R.  Hoxie,  President;  J.  P. 

Sturgis,  Vice  President;  Dr.  John  Threadgill, 
Second  Vice  President;  C.  H.  Welch,  Cash- 
ier; F.  L.  IMelch,  Assistant  Cashier.  Tiiis 
bank  has  a capital  paid  in  of  $150,000,  with 
a surplus  of  $25,000,  and  it  does  a general 
banking  business. 

Our  subject  owns  much  real  estate  in  Tay- 
lor, Williamson  and  in  other  counties  in  the 
State.  He  was  the  first  physician  that  prac- 
ticed in  the  town,  and  owned  the  first  drum 
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store,  which  is  now  conducted  by  his  brother, 
J.  G.  Threadgill.  From  August,  1877,  to 
August,  1870,  he  conducted  this  stoi'e.  He 
was  also  the  first  Notary  in  the  to\vn  and 
erected  the  third  dwellinm,  and  since  that 
time  to  the  jiresent  has  Ijcen  very  active  in 
all  of  the  enterprise.''  tor  public  improvement. 
Either  as  IMayor  or  as  Alderman  he  has  been 
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comicrti'd  willi  tlu;  cily  jj;nvt‘rimKMit  ever 
since  the  ure^au ioii  nl'  the  j)lace,  servinnas 
Mayor  I’roiii  Lssh  to  188U,  when  he  leliised 
the  otlice  longer. 

Tile  I doctor  has  been  married  three  times, 
his  thii'd  wife  havino;  heen  Miss  Fannie  Fal- 
well  of  JMemphis,  Tennessee.  J>y  his  second 
marriage  he  had  one  daughter,  -lennie,  and 
one  by  his  third,  Mary  I'dinnie. 

]\lrs.  Threadgill  is  a valued  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Cdmrtdi,  believing  in  the  beantifnl 
tenets  of  that  church,  ddie  Doctor  is  a bine 
lodge  Mason,  a member  of  the  I.  ( ).  O.  F., 
in  which  he  has  held  the  chairs,  and  is  also  a 
inemljcrof  the  Jvnights  of  Pythias.  lie  takes 
a great  interest  in  local  politics  aiul  is  a 
strong  supporter  of  the  State  administration, 
lie  is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  successful 
business  men  of  the  county,  and  his  life  fur- 
nishes a good  example  of  what  will  and  per- 
severance can  accomplish  when  coupled  with  j 
honesty  :ind  strict  integrity. 


AMK8  H.IIOLTZCLAMF^fn  the  sum-  ' 
mer  of  1835  Major  Sterling  C.  Robert-  i 
>on,  the  empresario,  then  engaged  in 
his  scheme  of  founding  a colony  in  Texas, 
made  an  extensive  tour  of  Mississippi, 
Louisiana,  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  in  the 
interest  of  his  enterprise.  He  succeeded  in 
inducing  a large  number  of  settlers  to  ac- 
company him  out  that  year,  and  these  took 
up  claims  what  was  then  known  as  '‘Robert- 
son's grant.’'  One  of  this  number  was  AVar- 
ner  llernai’d  lloltzclaw,  the  father  of  Janies 
II.  iloltzclaw  of  this  article.  Warner  Bern- 
ard llolt/.claw  was  a native  of  \"irginia,  liorn 
in  the  first  year  of  this  century.  IL'  was 
I'l-ared  in  his  native  State  and  when  a yonno 
man  migrated  to  Tennessee.  locatim>'  near 
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Kash\'ille,  whei'o  he  becanu'  ovei'seer  for 
(ieiieral  A nd I'e w J ackson , and  where  he  mar- 
ried and  I'esidcd  until  his  I'emoval  to  J’exas. 
His  marriage  occunx'd  in  1831,  when  he 
esjionseil  iMai'tha,  a daughter  of  (Jaj)tain 
James  l.eacli,  then  of  Davidson  county,  Ten- 
nessee, but  originally  from  Virginia,  a vet- 
eran of  the  Revolution  and  an  early  immi- 
grant to  the  West. 

On  coming  to  Texas  in  1835  AVarner  Ber- 
nard Iloltzclaw  ''laid  a head-riolit  ” on  a 
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tract  of  land  in  wdiat  was  then  the  unsur- 
veyed and  unsettled  San  Gabriel  and  Little 
rivei'  country,  now  Milam  county.  No  actual 
settlement  on  his  “head-right”  was  at- 
temjited  liy  him  at  that  time  on  account  of 
the  transitional  state  of  affairs  on  the  fron- 
tier at  that  time.  Like  many  others  he  spent 
the  time  between  that  date  and  the  final 
emancijiation  of  Texas  from  Mexican  author- 
ity, in  jirospecting,  hunting  and  scouting. 
His  family  came  to  Texas  in  183(1  and  settled 
at  Nacogdoches,  where  they  remained  during 
the  troublous  times  of  the  Revolution.  In 
1837,  with  the  gradual  forward  movement  of 
the  settlers  toward  the  west  and  southwest 
he  moved  his  family  to  the  town  of  AVash- 
ington,  where  he  embarked  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness, which  he  followed  at  that  place  for  about 
two  years.  He  was  the  pioneer  hotel-keeper 
of  AVashington,  and  furnished  accommoda- 
tions for  man  and  beast  to  many  of  Texas’ 
early  settlers  and  most  distimniislied  men. 

*/  O 

He  tiled  in  AA  ashington  county,  in  1842, 
meeting  a violent  death  at  the  hands  of  an 
assassin  wdio  .-hot  him  from  amhiish  ;is  ho 
was  returning  home  to  his  farm,  which  was 
about  three  miles  from  town.  He  was  taken 
away  in  the  pidme  of  life,  at  a time  w hen  his 
career  gave  promise  of  greater  acti\  ity  and 
n.'td'nlness  than  he  hail  I ht'retofore  known, 
:dbeit  his  ctirlicr  years  had  not  been  spent  in 


J . I , 1 

I 1 ! 


■ ' 

, I r 

■ *1%%  W 

>n  'iti  ,' 


'•  *'♦ 

.1,  . i<(„  -»i.  »«|f  «iitA 
I t'l  ^ \ f r»U 

• *4 

,T 

-I  ;.,  ..-M 


I ) 


, > I 


,.A 


i»h 


H/l|.,> I 

-41  -v^MTIMIrt 

■•r ' ^ 

I.  t'  ■ 1 

* 

,i'»  i ' 'fi 

1 t’  > < \ ifiM 

...  ii 

- ' . .1  M»ll. 

■ 1 . 1., 

/ . 1 j l•^l<l^ 

1 lm,.i.. 

• •' «.lli  9;^^ 

• iiti  •»‘ii<l>r«l 

> 1 iMj  .. 

* • »t  t1>  hiI 

1 .»> 

1.  * 

lit  III  1 ii 

1 . 1 '<i4r>iA 

1 . 111./  .1. 

Ii,  UIM  «M 

..Mm 

, , ,1  .#4  l•wl| 

, 1 li  J 1 

1 >«<;,  <.  J(l«<ll 

I'-'* 


-V-..  • ' 


, •«  »«  'tU?  '0*<'  ■'  '< 

|(l 


■I  i .1' 


, . -I  V f >’ ' vUA  j| 

* u»H  ui^/«W  ! r • * »«•  tjiH 

..-<■1 1 fiiiHM-  •I’! 

' (.  1 1 (<  ' V'  •>'  iw  .f  ultl 

1 '1/  li.  . 'MI/I#*.  itA  ‘♦ijAjH 

, , ' .('MAiAioixl 

( t , j » • i * i ^ t 

, . . ■ t..  ‘>  , »►«%  ** 

. Ml  p'A*fM»«iO 

>•*♦*#  AIM' ^1*1  »{• 
. . ...  • I#II*  ' " JAIH}4  t‘lK)< 

, I ' It  fiM  I 'Htn’tlJ  ‘Iftfl 

‘ i iM  lit*iti»//  ,.n  I , Vdtii  ,Jl 

' 1u  f 1"  ilull 

■ m . ...  |l  1 '‘'IJ  '*i 

T»t<  . I«»^«  IM  *HI^  *if1  |«1  ’ 'lA  o 


I 


■104 


HI  STORY  OF  TFXAS. 


idli'iicfs  nor  in  improlitablo  lnl)oi'.  lie  was 
t)iu^  who  was  well  foniUMl  liy  natiii'C'  for  the 
duties  that  fell  to  his  lot,  and  he  diseharoed 
those  duties  ci'editahly  to  himself  and  with 
ad\antage  to  the  coinninnity  in  which  he 
lived.  Strong  in  body,  conragoons.  self- 
reliant,  e\|)ert  in  the  use  of  fii'e-anns  and 
skilled  in  wood-craft,  he  combined  all  the  cde- 
inents  of  the  frontiersman  with  the  better 
qualities  of  the  stui’dy,  industrious,  home- 
lovinu-  commonwealth  builder.  To  these  en- 

O 

dowments  were'  added  habits  of  temperance 
and  sobriety,  charity  for  the  foil)les  and  short- 
comings of  others,  and  a generosit}'  toward 
all  his  fellow  creatures,  hardly  equaled  in 
tliose  times,  now  celei)rated  as  the  yolden  aoe 
of  the  household  virtues  and  man’s  love  for 
man.  Dui'ing  his  residence  in  Tennessee  he 
interested  himself  actively  in  politics,  being 
a Dcmoci'at  and  trained  under  the  eye  of  the 
great  aj’ostle  of  Democracy,  (General  Jackson, 
to  whom  he  was  greatly  attached  both  per- 
sonally and  politically.  Politics  playing  but 
little  part  iu  the  affairs  of  the  people  of  Te.xas 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  here,  his  mind 
was  concerned  with  the  more  weighty  prob- 
lems incident  to  the  foundincr  of  the  new 

C5 

government  of  the  Republic,  and  the  further- 
ance of  the  measures  by  which  it  should  be 
sustained.  He  left  at  his  <leath  a widow  and 
two  children.  The  widow  was  married  a 
second  time,  in  1840,  to  V.  P.  vVekerman,  of 
AVashington  county,  and  died  a year  later. 
T'he  elder  of  the  two  children  was  James  II. 
lloltzclaw,  of  this  article,  and  the  younger 
a daughter,  Alartha,  who  was  first  the  wife  of 
Jj.  M.  Minor,  and  after  his  death  the  wife  of 
R.  II.  Sanford,  both  of  Alilam  county. 

ms  II.  lloltzclaw,  with  whom  this 
sketch  is  mainly  eoneorned,  wa>  boni  at  (ien- 
ei'al  Jackson’s  famous  country  seat,  •• 'I'he 
Hermitage,"  near  Nashville,  Tennessee, 


Mai-ch  JO,  18dd.  11  is  recollections,  however, 

ai'C  entirely  of  J'exas,  as  lu.'  was  brmight  to 
this  State  by  his  parents  at  tiu;  age  of  tliree. 
lie  was  reai'ed  principally  in  Whishington 
county.  ( )n  the  death  of  hi.-  mother  he  was 
bound  out,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  to  AVilliam 
Rutledge  of  AV^ashington  county,  to  learn  tlie 
blacksmith's  trade,  l)ut  before  completing  his 
indentui'e  i-an  away  and  joined  an  c.\j)cilition 
bound  foi'  New  Me.xico  in  seai'ch  of  gold. 
AVith  this  pai'ty  of  advenlui'ei's,  composed  of 
11(5  men  undei-  the  leadership  of  Rev.  Stew- 
art, a Methodist  minister,  he  spent  several 
months  prosjjecting  in  New  Mexico.  The 
expedition  broke  up  in  the  fall  of  1852,  hav- 
ing failed  in  its  object,  the  finding  of  gold- 
Its  members  sepai’ated  and  followed  their  in- 
dividual inclination,  scattering  into  diverse 
sections  of  the  I iiion.  Air.  lloltzclaw  located 
at  El  Paso,  Texas,  which  was  on  the  route  to 
California,  and  along  which  there  was  a large 
amount  of  travel  in  those  days.  There  he 
secured  work  at  his  trade  and  followed  it 
profitably  for  a peinod  of  two  years.  He  then 
returned  to  Texas,  and  going  to  his  old  home 
in  AVashington  county,  passed  a short  time 
there  and  then  came,  in  1855,  to  Alilam 
county.  Here  he  was  married,  February  4, 
1857,  and  then  settled  down  to  farming  on 
the  head-right  located  by  his  father,  between 
the  San  Gabriel  and  Little  rivers.  He  has 
since  continuously  resided  here.  He  has  been 
engaged  in  fanning  on  his  present  place 
nearly  forty  years,  and  thus  has  not  only  one 
of  the  fir.'t  located  head-rights,  l)ut  one  of 
the  oldest  actually  settleil  fanns  in  the  county. 
He  has  added  to  the  old  homestead  l)y  j)ur- 
chase  until  his  holdings  now  embrace  2. SOU 
acres,  all  lying  in  the  black  land  (hh-trict, 
and  about  100  acres  of  which  is  under  eulti 
Nation.  It  is  a splendid  body  of  land  and  one 
that  is  yearly  gi'owing  in  \alne. 
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lUsTOllY  OF  TEXAS. 


Mr.  llolfzc.luw  lilk'd  tin;  usual  iiumlior  of 
local  (jliici's,  aiul  was  a \ajlmitcer  in  the  Con- 
fedi'rate  army,  serving  from  May,  1IS02,  until 
the  .-'Urrender  as  a niemhei’  ed'  Company  1>, 
Ili'own’s  reoiment,  with  which  ho  did  duty 
along  the  coast  and  at  inteiaor  points  in  the 
State. 

Mrs.  llultzelaw,  like  her  husband,  is  a na- 
tive of  Tennes.see,  born  in  ^Cilliamson  county, 
in  183-t.  Her  maiden  name  was  Klizabeth 
T.  Sanfonl,  she  beiim  a daimhter  of  Jiuben 
and  Mai’y  Sanford,  who  moved  to  Texas  in 
1854.  She  was  reared  in  Wijliamson  county, 
Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lloltzclaw  ai'e  the 
parents  of  three  children:  Jc>hn  E.  of  Helton, 
Hell  county,  this  State;  Martha  It.  wife  of 
J.ewis  Davis,  of  Tort  Townsend,  Washing- 
ton; and  James,  a fanner  of  Milam  county. 
Mrs.  lloltzclaw  is  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mr.  lloltzclaw  is  a Universalist. 
lnj)olitics  he  is  an  imlependent.  Doth,  as 
might  be  expected,  are  greatly  devoted  to 
Texas  and  all  its  interests  and  institutions. 

Mr.  lloltzclaw's  life  is  suggestive  of  a his- 
torical  perspective  that  is  full  of  interest,  a 
perspective  that  is  ci’owded  with  stirring  in- 
cidents and  events  of  surpassing  moment. 
It  really  embj-aces  all  of  the  history-making 
period  of  the  State’s  existence, — fivedilfei'ent 
governments,  three  wars  of  national  conse- 
(pience,  besides  numerous  Indian  forays  and 
expeditions,  the  expuUion  of  the  red  man,  the 
era  of  railway  development,  urban  develop- 
ment, internal  improvement,  and  all  the 
wonders  wrought  by  steam  and  electricity, 
brains  energy  and  money.  In  this  marvel- 
ous change,  which  seems  inoi’e  like  the  work 
of  the  enchanter's  wand  than  the  steady  prog- 
ress of  human  evmits,  he  has  peid'ormed,  in 
his  humble  and  unpretentious  way,  the  part 
which  time  and  chance  have  assigned  to  1dm; 
and  that  he  has  done  it  faithfidly  and  well  is 
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' the  unaidmous  te.stimony  of  those  among 
whom  he  ha.-'  so  hmo  lived  and  labore(l. 

An  incirlent  (d'  a local  i ntere.-t  and  illustra- 
ti\c  s<.imewhat  (jf  the  chai'acter  (d  the  man,  is 
t(dd  of  Mr.  lloltZ(daw  by  oiu^  id'  his  neigh- 
boi's.  In  the  summer  of  18(35,  while  a num- 
I her  of  regimcids  <d'  Cnited  States  troops  wei'e 
, on  their  way  to  San  .Vutoid(.)  as  an  army  of 
; occupation,  one  of  the  regiments  halted  for 
refreshments  one  day  on  the  San  Calu’iel 
river  near  Mr.  lloltzclaw's  place.  Mr.  11. 
happeidng  to  pass  that  way  at  the  time 
noticed  their  colors  (;i  splendid  flag  said  to 
have  been  jiresented  to  them  by  the  ladies’ 
of  the  town  in  Xew  York  where  the  regiment 
was  raised)  standing  in  the  bed  of  the  river 
at  some  distance  unprotected,  but  in  full 
j view  of  the  camp.  Slipping  down  unseen 
to  where  the  flag  stood  he  hurriedly 
took  off  the  large  silver  sjtear-head  aud 
cord  juid  made  away  with  them,  leaving 
the  staif  and  flag.  As  soon  as  the  loss 
was  discovered  there  was  consternation  in 
the  cam[).  An  immediate  search  was  in- 
stituted; several  citizens  were  arrested  and 
thi-eats  of  severe  punishment  indulged  in. 
xVmong  others  arrested  was  a tenant  on  Mi-, 
lloltzclaw’s  place,  Alexander  Philli|)s,  whom 
it  was  reported  - the  soldiers  were  ti-eating 
with  considerable  indignity.  Seeing  that  his 
j neighbors  were  sullering  unjustly  and  that 
the  search  then  going  on  was  liable  to  develop 
into  a sort  of  persecution,  Mr.  lloltzclaw 
I concluded  to  “ make  a clean  breast  of  it” 
and  face  the  consequences  whatever  they 
might  be.  lie  therefore  went  down  to  the 
canij)  aud  asked  to  see  the  olHcer  in  com- 
mand. This  at  first  was  deided  him,  but 
after  sonu'  parleying  he  was  conductor/ ^to 
the  presence  of  thi.^  gentleman . lie  informed 
the  otiicer  that  he  had  come  to  ca\'  that  none 
of  the  citizens  whom  he  had  caused  to  be 
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!i|)[)reliL‘ii(k‘(l  or  \v;is  llieii  in  yoarcli  of  had  tlio 
iiii.'siiin;  ti-a[)j)inn;s;  tliat  tliuse  covtited  articles 
were  at  tliat  niomeiit  in  his  ( II olt/.claw’s) 
possession,  where'  they  had  been  since  he  had 
taken  them  fi'oin  the  stalf  a day  or  so  hel'ore. 
The  oflicer  asked  Mi\  lloltzclaw  what  he 
meant  liy  such  conduct,  and  in  the  same 
breath  desired  to  know  if  he  was  fully  awai’e 
of  the  nature  of  the  otfcnce  he  had  com- 
mitted. Mr.  II.  replied  that  he  had  just 
come  out  of  the  army  where  he  had  iriveii  up 
fcHir  years  of  \aliialde  time,  ami  that  if  he 
did  not  hriim  home  with  him  some  knowledii'C 
of  the  rules  of  war,  his  four  years’  service 
might  be  considered  as  lost,  for  he  certainly 
Iiad  not  brought  anything  else.  Then,  look- 
ing the  ollicer  steadily  in  the  eye,  he  said: 
“ Colonel,  when  a flag  is  left  unprotected 
isn’t  it  the  property  of  the  enemy,  provided 
the  enemy  can  get  it?”  The  officer  winced  a 
little,  but  replied  that  it  was  not  supposed 
that  there  was  an  enemy  in  that  vicinity. 
Mr.  Holtzclaw  answered  that  if  there  was  not, 
then  there  would  notsiem  to  be  much  need 
for  any  soldiers  around.  The  officer  then 
asked  him  what  he  had  intended  to  do  wdth 
the  things  he  had  taken.  Mr.  II.  said  that 
his  intention  was  to  make  the  finest  bridle  in 
Te.xas  out  of  the  rope,  and  to  decorate  it  be- 
comingly with  the  silver  spearhead.  After 
some  other  remarks  of  a desultory  but  re- 
spectful nature  on  the  part  of  each,  Mr.  Iloltz- 
claw  took  his  departure  without  being  after- 
warti  threateneil  or  molested.  The  s[iear- 
head  and  cord  was  turned  over  to  a soldier 
who  was  sent  after  them,  and  no  more  wars 
heard  of  the  matter. 


P.  PKAACII.— The  wai'p  and  woof 
of  hi.'torical  narrati\e  is  imuh'  of 
facts  and  no  I'eliring  dislike  for  the 
world's  plaudits,  therefore,  should  be  allowed 


to  shath'  one's  virtues  of  chai'acter.  \ et 
when  the.-e  veil  themselves  in  a .sensitive 
shriid<ing  fi'om  the  glare  of  public,  ga/.e  it  i.- 
sometimes  \ erv  difliciilt  to  do  one  justice  in 
a personal  notice  like  the  present,  especially 
when  the  biogra|iher  is  comjielled  in  some 
degi'ce  to  (h'j)end  on  the  man  himself  for 
much  of  hi.'  pei’sonal  hi.'toi'y.  AVilliam  P. 
Pranch,  who  for  neaidv  twenty  years  has  been 
a I’esident  of  Pockdale  and  whose  busine.'.' 
careei’,  and.  in  fact,  tlie  greater  jiart  of  wbose 
life  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of 
^ the  place,  is  one  to  whom  the  foregoing  ob- 
servations apply  with  some  foi’Ce. 

Mr.  Pranch  is  a native  of  Virginia,  havino- 

j . 

been  born  neai'  Potersburg  in  1851  and  is  a 

son  of  Robert  II.  and  Martha  Pranch,  lioth 
of  whom  were  natives  also  of  the  Ohi  Do- 
minion. The  lioyhood  and  youth  of  the  sub 
ject  of  this  sketch  were  passed  on  his  lather's 
farm,  where,  in  the  intervals  of  his  laboi'  a^ 
an  assistant  in  the  duties  about  home,  he  re- 
ceived the  elements  of  a common  Englisli 
: education.  The  late  Civil  war,  which 
' wi'cnaht  such  havoc  in  the  fortunes  of  so 

O 

many  of  Virginia’s  best  people,  brought  to 
the  family  of  the  subject  of  this  notice  its 
relative  proportion  of  sorrow  and  disappoint- 
ment, and  changed  in  many  essentials  the 
plans  of  the  father  with  i-espect  to  the  future 
of  his  sons.  AVilliam  P.  early  decided  on  a 
career  for  himself,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  ISdS,  left  home  and  went  to  Xew 
York  city,  where  he  entered  a boot  and  shoe 
' house,  in  w hich  he  became  cashier  and  book- 
' keeper,  a jiosition  wdiic.h  at  once  ushered  him 
into  the  wurld  of  business  and  brought  him 
much  valuable  I'.xpei'ience.  lie  remained  in 
New  A'oi'k  foui'  yeai's.  when,  in  ls72,  he 
turned  hi,-  attention  to  the  ''New  South- 
west,’' then  ju't  enteiing  on  the  c'ra  of  dc- 
veIo[iment  w hich  has  since  marked  it.-  prog- 
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ress.  I''rom  1872  to  l'\'l)ru;ii-y  1874  lie  re- 
sided near  I’alestine  in  Anderson  connty.  lliis 
State,  udieri'  lie  was  eiiiraeed  in  the  nierean- 
tile  l)ii>iness.  ()n  the  completion  of  the 
railroad  to  Rockdale,  on  the  date  last  men- 
tioned, he  settled  here  and  this  has  since 
lieen  his  home.  lie  started  with  the  town, 
being  on  the  site  early  enough  not  only  to 
“get  in  on  the  ground  tioor,"  as  the  saying 
goes,  Init  to  start  on  the  ground  itself,  since 
there  were  hut  few  Iniildings  in  the  place 
when  he  came.  From  that  date  until  the 
jiresent  his  fortunes  have  heen  linked  with 
those  of  the  town,  prospering  with  its  gen- 
eral prosperity  and  losing  hy  its  reverses  and 
disasters.  For  a number  of  year.s  lie  was 
engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business, 
hut  about  1882  changed  to  furniture,  and  in 
the  past  ten  or  eleven  years  he  has  built  up 
one  of  the  largest  trades  in  this  line  in  Milam 
connty.  He  also  has  a liranch  lioiue  at 
Taylor,  which  was  established  aliout  the  same 
time  the  one  was  at  Rockdale,  and  which 
does  a large  and  successful  bu.'iness.  Mr. 
Rranch  gives  Ids  attention  e.\clusively  to  his 
Inisiness  interests,  never  having  l)een  identi- 
fied with  any  outside  enterprises  e.vcept  the 
Rockdale  bank,  of  which  he  was  for  about 
two  years  cashier,  lie  has,  however,  con- 
tributed to  local  enterprises  financially  and 
assisted  in  person  in  getting  them  on  foot. 
Whatever  is  calculated  to  stimulate  the  in- 
dustry nr  promote  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resirles  he  is  willing 
to  hel]i  in  proportion  to  his  means  and  does 
so  cheerfully,  like  most  new  towns  Ro(d<- 
dale  snlfered  severely  in  foinner  years  I;}’ 
fires,  and  a nundier  of  its  citi/'.en.-~  lost  at 
ditferent  tiim;s  a hu'oe  share  of  theii’  earn- 
iims,  Mr.  Bramdi  being  one  of  this  numhei’. 
and  having  proljahly  .sustained  liea\'ier  ios.-es 
than  any  other  man  in  the  town.  lint  he 


has  snnivivl  these  Hnancial  disastei’s,  and, 
maintaining  an  abiding  conlidence  in  the 
futnri'  of  the  town,  he  has  reai'cd  upon  the 
ruins  of  his  f(.)rmer  estahl ish nunits  his  j)res- 
ent  splendid  Inisiness  intei'ests. 

In  dan  nary,  1877,  .Mr.  Rranch  married 
Miss  FI  la  V.  Rooers,  then  of  Rockdale,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  ( ).  F.  Ronei'S,  who  moved 
to  Te.xas  from  Rooneville,  'Mississipjii,  where 
Mrs.  Rranch  was  born  and  reared.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Branch  have  a pleasant  home  and  lend 
tludr  aid  to  the  best  social  interests  of  the 
town,  as  well  as  to  its  moral  and  relicrions 
interests. 

iVRRETT  E.  KING,  a prominent  busi- 
ness man  of  Taylor,  was  horn  in  Lown- 
des county,  Mississijtpi,  in  1858,  a son 
of  John  King,  a native  of  South  Caro- 
lina. In  an  early  day  the  latter  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Mississippi,  where  he  received 
a limited  education.  In  1859  he  landed  in 
Robertson  county,  Te.xas,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1809. 
At  the  opening  of  the  late  war  he  joined 
Colonel  Ford’s  company,  and  for  about  three 
years  served  on  the  western  frontier  of  Texas. 
Diirimr  that  time  h.e  was  in  constant  danger 
from  ambush  hy  the  Indians  and  Mexicans, 
who  at  that  time  were  laying  waste  that  piart 
of  the  country.  They  were  probably  in  greater 
danger  than  those  followino-  Lee,  Johnston  or 
Jackson.  The  westeni  soldiers  had  always  to 
guard  against  an  attack  on  the  I'ear  or  aoninst 
ambush,  and.  although  on  an  open  plain,  each 
sane  bush  miobt  conceal  a savaoe,  Afti'r 

o 

the  (dns(‘  of  the  struggle  Mr.  King  returned 
home,  and.  like  many  otlun’s  wlm  had  himdit 

« O 

foi-  their  cuiintn’.  fnuml  himself  as  he  had 
started  in  tlie  world.  Although  an  old  Texas 
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piom-cr,  Ik'  iie\’('r  tuktMi  an  a(;tiv(‘  part  in 
political  matters,  lnif  Notes  with  the  1 tinno- 
ci'atic  pai'tv.  Mi’.  IMno  was  uiiiteil  in  mar. 
riaoe  with  Miss  Afary  Manalian,  and  thev  had 
lour  eliildrcn:  (x.  K.,  our  sulijoct;  Ophelia 
A.,  wife  ot  A.  (i.  Ihiss,  of  Temple,  Texas; 
Florence,  wife  of  If.  1.,.  Lono,  of  Freniond, 
this  ytat(>;  and  ],aura,  deceased  at  eleven  j 
years.  Airs.  King  died  about  1878,  lia\  ing  ^ 
been  a inemher  of  the  Alissionary  Fapti.st 
('hnrch  for  many  years.  In  187!)  Mr.  King 
inai'ried  Aliss  hdorence  Ferney.  They  had 
thi’ec  childi’en,-  I'latie,  John  and  Otis.  Air. 
I’ling  still  continues  to  reside  upon  and  oper- 
ate his  farm  a short  distance  from  Taylor.  ! 

(iarrett  E.  Iving,  the  subject  of  thissketeh,  j 
was  brouglit  to  Rohinson  county,  Texas,  when 
only  a few  months  old,  and  at  the  age  of  t(m  : 
years  moved  with  his  father  to  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Grand  A’’iew,  Johnson  county, 
where  lie  attended  the  country  schools.  He 
accompanied  his  father  through  varionscoun- 
ties  in  Texas,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  began  life  for  himself,  as  manager  of 
a plantation.  Air.  King  managed  success- 
fully different  farms  for  four  years.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years  he  engaged  in  the 
beer  and  ice  luisiness  at  a small  place  known 
as  Alilano  J unction,  hut  in  1883  came  with 
his  family  to  Taylor,  although  he  had  previ- 
ously established  a beer  trade  in  this  city.  ' 
After  locating  here  Air.  King  purchased  the  j 
coal  Imsiness  from  the  Taylor  Hardware  Com-  ' 
])any,  and  sinci'  that  time  has  had  a large  and  i 
lucrative  trade.  In  additimi  to  his  other  in- 
terests, he  also  owns  a tine  farm  of  800  acres 
near  d'aylor,  300  acres  of  which  is  culti\  ati'd, 
and  he  feed>  a large  number  of  cattle  and 
hogs.  He  al.'O  (iwiis  con^lder.ahle  eili,  pi’(,)p- 

DecemherJ.  ISS;,*,  Mr.  King  wa>  married 
to  Ml’'.  Mary  \\k  .\  1 len,  a daiigh ter  of  \V' 1 1 1 is 


and  Alai  I ie  ( I )eiin  is)  Job  n son,  nat  i \’es  of  \^ir- 
ginia.  To  thi>  union  ha\'e  been  horn  four 
(ddldren;  Ethel,  Alaiiik',  Ec'wis  and  I rank" 
Mrs.  King  :.■>  a member  of  the  Alissionary 
lliijitist  Chiindi.  ()iirsuhp‘ct  affiliates  with 
Alamo  Lodge,  No.  o3,  K.  of  P. 


TjOHN  ir.  E.  POMHyLE,  one  of  the  phy- 
K ||  sicians  of  I5asti’0|)  county,  was  born  in 
Northampton  c.ounty,  Virginia,  Alarch 
7.  1853,  a son  of  -lohn  11.  and  Sadie  .1. 
(Nottitigham)  Powell,  of  English  and  AMelsh 
paretitage.  Both  families  came  to  America 
long  Itefore  the  war  for  independence.  The 
Nottinghams  located  in  Northampton  county. 


and  were  iimong  its  early  settlers.  The  ma- 
ternal grandmother  of  onr  subject,  formerly 
a Aliss  Floyd,  was  a imunher  of  the  Floyd 
family  of  AHrgiida.  Jolin  11.  Powell  was 
Ijorn  in  Alaryland,  and  was  a farmer  and  mer- 
chant l)y  occupation.  He  died  in  Virginia, 
leaving  two  children, —Dr.  Powell  and  Leah, 
wife  of  N.  B.  AVescott. 

Dr.  Powell  received  his  literary  education 
in  bis  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years  began  the  study  of  medicine. 
During  the  same  year  he  entered  tlie  Aledical 
Department  of  the  University  of  A^irginia,  at 
Charlottesville,  afterward  graduating  at  the 
Hnix  ei’sity  of  Alaryland  in  1879.  He  practiced 
his  profession  a short  time  in  Alaryland.  and 
in  1880  came  t(.>  Texas,  locating  in  the  neigh- 
borhood where  Smithville  now  stands,  in 
I-Adu'uary,  18S1.  where  he  immediately  began 
the  practice  of  medicine.  The  Doctor  has 
twiced  moNcd  to  Califorina  since  hjc.ating  in 
this  State,  remaining  there  about  one  atid  a 
half  years,  and  ilui’ing  that  time  pi’acticing 


nu'dicine  in  Downev,  Los  .Angelo,  ( 'alifornia. 


Since  18s!)  lie  has  lolloved  Ids  pi’oli‘.-si(,>n 
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coiitimiously  in  Smlth\  illn.  I’l'ioi'  to  liis  lu^^t 
trip  to  ( 'al i f< irn ia,  ami  durino  tlie  ycau'  ol 
1S87  lie  attemlml  the  Xtov  7 oi'k  1 ’(jst-(  J i-ad lo 
ate  Scdmol  I'or  iihysicians,  taking  ;i  meneral 
course  of  btiidy.  In  addition  to  his  medical 
practice.  Dr.  Powell  is  a meniher  of  tlie  drim 
firm  of  C.  E.  Deckers  Co.,  and  is  engaood 
in  oinning  for  the  pnhlic  at  Smithvdle. 

The  Doctor  was  married  Jannary  15,  1885, 
to  Ilachel  Jones,  a native  of  thi.s  comity,  and 
a danyditer  of  E.  E.  and  Margaret  Y.  (Wil- 
son) Jone.s.  one  of  the  early  pioneer  iind  hon 
ored  familie.'  of  Pa.-trop  county.  i\[r.  and 
iMrs.  Powell  have  three  (diildren:  Eeah  .M., 
k'i’atiklin  .1.  and  -John  IE  l\[rs.  Powell  is  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Eajitist  C'hurch 
The  Doctor  atliliates  with  J.  Ni.xon  Lodge, 
Xo.  -121,  with  the  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  Smith- 
ville  Lodge,  and  with  the  K.  of  P.,  X^o.  U2. 
Politically,' he  is  a stai’lnch  Democrat  of  the 
old  school. 

-^/x/Uh 

G ATTAIN  IL  I.  ARNOLD.— Twenty- 
eight  years’  residence  in  Te.xasiias  made 
- — of  this  gontleman  what  that  number  of 
years’  residence  would  naturally  make  of  a 
man  of  intelligence  and  observation,  an  enthn-  i 
siastic  believer  in  the  State’s  future,  a stanch 
supporter  of  hei’  institutions  and  a loyal  de- 
fender of  her  people.  Although  a X'ortherner 
l)y  lineage.  Iiii'th  and  early  training,  it  is 
doubtful  whethei'  in  an  assemlilv  of  a linndred 
native-boni  citi/.ens  he  could  be  distinguished 
from  the  most  typical  Te.xan.  and  eerfainlv 
even  in  .--mdi  an  .assembly  he  would  not  yiehl 
to  anv  in  his  allegiance  to  his  adopted  State 
and  to  all  that  is  iwcnl iarl y 'I’exan  in  nanu^ 
and  (diaraeter. 

(’apt, .in  .\rnold  i>  a native  id'  ()hio.  burn 
in  the  tow  n id'  Cal■li^le,  ( 'larkeci  miity,  f'clirn 


ary  H,  1811.  lie  was  reared  in  northern 
Illinois,  uhithei'  his  parents  moved  when  he 
was  young.  Pefore  he  ivaehed  his  majority 
he  entered  tlie  Lnion  anny,  enlisting  Sep- 
tember 2,  1801,  in  the  Fourth  Illinois  C'a\al- 
iw,  with  whiidi  he  bemin  service  at  f'ort 
Henry  and  served  till  tlu‘  surrendei-,  taking 
iiart  in  all  the  eno-ao-ements  in  wdiich  hi.s 

1 o 

command  pai'ticipatc‘<l.  covering  thi^  States  of 
Emitneky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  his  regiment  was  consolidated  with  the 
Twelfth  Illinois,  placed  under  Cenenil  C'uster 
and  sent  to  Te.xas  as  an  army  of  occupation. 
For  about  a year  Captain  Ainiold  was  sta- 
tioned at  Pi'enham,  where  he  served  in  the 
Ereednien’s  Pnreau  department.  In  May, 
1800,  he  (juit  the  service  and  foi'  two  years 
engaged  in  farming  in  M’^ashino-ton  county, 
then  in  the  mercantile  business,  which  be 
followed  till  March,  1870,  when  he  came  to 
Cameron  to  accept  the  office  of  Sheriff  of 
Milam  county,  under  appointment  from  E. 
J.  Davis,  then  Governor  of  the  State,  nnder 
reconstruction  measures.  He  hold  thi.^  office 
till  May.  1874,  discharging  its  delicate  and 
difficult  duties  acceptably  both  to  the  court 
and  the  people. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he 
located  permanently  in  Cameron,  engaged  in 
business  and  has  since  made  this  place  his 
home.  For  si.xteen  years  past  he  has  con- 
ductc'd  a successful  real-estate  ami  insurance 
business,  has  served  twm  terms  as  Mayor,  and 
has  been  identified  with  every  mo\ement 
looking  to  the  imp'-oveinent  of  the  town  and 
county.  He  has  faiidy  won  his  way  to  the 
coididence  and  esteem  of  the  people  id’  this 
locality  by  hi.'  loyalt\'  to  them  .and  their  in- 
terests, and  11  1'  establi>!ie  I hi.'  rcpiitatimi  as 
a Minnd  man  of  busincS'  by  the  sneces.'  he  has 
.attained  in  his  own  alhairs.  A Reptiblicaii 
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ill  political,  liis  (ipporrunit  i(‘>  Cnr  jiolifiral  :ie-  ! 
tivity  li.'U'c  luH'ii  rc.'t  I'icti'il  to  rlic  ai'ciia  of  [ 


(‘oiiveiitiims,  wlioro  liu\\'(‘Wi'  lu‘  lias  licrii  a 
c•oIl^taIlt  attciMlaiit  and  an  cirectivc  wnrkcT. 
He  is  one  of  tlie  liplits  of  Repulilicani>ni  in 
tlie  Slate,  lint  tlie  reeipiinit  of  few  favors 
from  Federal  authority,  adliei-ence  to  party 
heino  witli  liim  a matter  of  princdple  and  ac- 
tivity in  its  bidialf  without  thoimdit  of  per- 
sonal gain. 

August  28,  1873.  rajitain  Aniold  married 
Mis.s  jMary  Tucker  of  Cameron,  a daughter 
of  William  Jl.  Tuc.ker,  au  old  and  I’espected 
citizen  of  iMilam  cMinty.  Mrs.  Arnold  was 
reared  in  this  county,  and  is  one  of  that  tyjie 
of  Texas  women,  not  unfixapieutly  met  with, 
who  have  grown  to  full  maturity  iii  sound 
sense  and  all  the  essentials  of  true  woman- 
hood without  the  aid  of  tho.se  numerous  ac- 
cessories of  boarding  schools  and  popular 
conservatories  now  thought  to  In*  so  neces- 
sary to  the  jiroper  training  of  young  ladies. 
A pleasant  home,  graced  by  three  daughters,  | 
now  ])roniising  young  ladies,  and  a large 
circle  of  friends,  go  to  make  the  domestic  ! 
life  of  Captain  Arnold  as  happy  as  his  ofli-  [ 
c.ial  and  business  career  has  been  successful. 


^IIOMAS  KKAlTCIlFll,  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  well-known  mercantile  tirm 
of  ddionias  Krait<diei-  Son.  of  Call 
V well,  Ibirleson  county,  is  a native  of 
Austria,  llolunnia,  where*  he  was  born  A[)ril 
8,  1848.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and 
Anna  Kiadtcher.  natives  alsoid’  1 lohemia.  the 
latlu'r  liorn  in  libb  and  tin'  imither  in  l^Ob. 
'I'lii'  parents,  with  their  thn*"  >mall  e-hildi'i‘n, 
two  daughters  and  nne  son,  emigrati‘d  to 
tlu“  Fnited  States  in  iNoo  and  .-ettled  at 


Houston,  this  .State,  'riiere  the  imither  dioil 


in  iSdf),  and  the  father  a year  later.  lloth 
were  thrift\'.  industrious,  law-abiding  and 
hoiiK'  lo\  ing  peuph',  nienib(‘r>  for  many  years 
of  the  Futhi.*  ran  ('liiindi,  and  laithinl  in  the 
discharge  ed'  their  domestic  and  religious 
duties,  d'he  damditei's  married  in  this  State, 
the  elder,  'Fei'esa,  mari-ying  doseph  Hajek 
and  residing  now  in  Houston,  and  the 
younger  marrying  first  Paul  Wickophen,  and 
after  his  death,  Joseph  Augusta,  with  whom 
she  now  resides  on  a farm  in  lliirle.'On 
county. 

Thomas  Ivraitchei',  the  subjec.t  of  this 
notice,  was  the  youngest  of  the  above  family. 
He  was  reared  inaitdy  in  Houston,  in  the 
schools  of  which  city  he  received  a common 
Enolish  education.  December  17,  181)7,  he 
mari'ied  Anna  Mikeska,  of  Houston,  and  for 
the  ne.\t  three  or  four  years  continued  his 
residence  in  that  place,  being  va-riously  en- 
gaoed.  In  180!)  he  moved  to  Washington 
county,  where  he  settled  on  a farm  and  fol- 
lowed farming  pursuits  for  the  next  year. 
He  then  moved  to  Burleson  county,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  seven  or  eight  years, 
after  wliich  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Caldwell,  and  has  followed  the 
same  ever  since.  j\fr.  Kraitcher  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Bohemian  birth  in  Burle- 
son county.  The  first  five  families  tlnit  set- 
tled in  this  county  came  in  the  following 
order:  Thomas  Kraitcher,  Phamk  Mikeska, 
Thomas  Kl-hik,  John  Gav(‘uda  and  Joseph 
Obadal,  but  two  of  whom  now  remaiu  iii  the 
county,  these  l eiug  Mr.  Ixraitcher  and  Mr. 
Cavenda.  The  colony,  however,  has  been 
greatly  augmeut(“d  by  other  arrivals  In 
1870  there  were  live*  Boh('inian  votes  in 
Bui'lcr-on  ciiunt\';  there  arc  imw  alnml'obb. 
Mr.  Ixraitcher  ha>  alwa\s  bc(>n  a h'ader 
among  hi>  people.  ha\ ing  won  their  coiili- 
deiice  and  ropect  by  his  Inisi ness  sagaci t \ , 
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liis  honrst\- anil  upriglitnui.',  and  liis  miit'cnii 
kind  nos  and  ind  ii  l<'■t'n(a‘  In  tlicin.  lie  has 
also  tal<i‘n  standino  anions:  the  lu'St  citizc'ns 
of  the  coimnnidtv  wliin'c  hr  rcsidns,  laoard- 
less  of  nationality,  Ihmiio  a prooressi ve,  cntcio 
jirisinp'-  and  pnldic-spiidted  man.  lie  lia> 
servcd  a.s  Aldnianaii  of  the  town  of  Caldwell 
foi'  two  year.',  and  is  now  a ineinhcr  of  the 
hoai'd,  l)einyf  on  his  second  term,  lie  has 
hcen  a ineinher  of  the  iMasonie  fraternity 
since  1877,  and  has  held  a nninher  of  ])osi- 
tions  in  the  order,  lie  helonos  to  the 
Knip'hts  and  Ladie.s  of  lloimr  and  to  tlu' 
IJohemian  llenevolent  A.-soeiation,  of  which 
last  order  he  is  now  State  f'olleclor.  "While 
on  the  farm  j\[r.  Ivraiteher  was  identified 
with  the  Irest  intere.sts  of  the  farmiim'  com 
miinity,  being  a member  of  the  State  Alli- 
ance, of  wliich  he  was  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Kiaxitcher  has  had  two  childien,  Mary 
and  Thomas,  the  latter  being  now  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Kraitchcr  W Son. 
Thomas  Kraitcher,  Jr.,  married  Mary  Kocou- 
rek,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Kocourek,  of  Purle- 
son  connty%  in  1890,  and  has  one  child. 

^ASHING  T O X A N I ) K li  S O X,  a 
' pioneer  settler  of  Williamson  county, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  county, 
Virginia,  -lannary  31,  1817,  a son  of  Dr. 
Thomas  Anderson,  a native  also  of  that 
State.  The  latter's  fatlaa',  Uichard  Amh'r.'On. 
was  a Captaiii  in  the  lievoluti(xnary  war,  and 
a prominent  |)lanter  in  Virginia.  The  mother 
of  our  subject,  c ('bloc  Glascock,  was  .also 
a native  of  Vii'ginia,  and  buth  famili(>s  wei'e 
of  Knoli'h  dc'cent.  Dr.  .and  .Mrs.  3dioma> 
Andei'Soii  had  two  sons:  W.ashino'toii,  oui' 

r-' 

'ubjcct.  and  Joliii,  who  died  in  D-fO,  on  the 
( i n.adalon pe  riv  er,  having  been  a lawyer  by 
30 


profession.  The  mother  died  when  our  ,'ub- 
ject  was  three  ye.ai'S  of  age,  and  the  father 
w.as  ag.ain  marrical.  ^Vhiie  in  Tex.as  the  latt(U’ 
ma(h‘  hi.'  home  at  IVebberv  ille,  w heiv  his 
practice  e.xtemhal  for  tnile.s.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1849. 

Washington  .Vnderson,  the  sulrject  of  thi.' 
sketch,  came  with  his  father  to  Te.xas  in  1835, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  landing  at  Poid 
Lavaca  in  Feb'ruai'y,  of  that  year.  During 
his  first  year  he  taught  school  nine  miles 
from  where  Austin  is  now  located,  on  the 
('olorado  laver.  In  February,  183(1,  he  en- 
listed in  the  army  of  the  Te.xas  Uevolution, 
to(jk  part  in  the  battle  of  San  .Jacinto,  atid 
witnessed  the  captni-e  of  Santa  Anna. 
lIouston''s  command  had  only  718  men,  aixd 
Santa  Anna  had  1,700,  but  thelattei'  had  over 
700  men  killed,  and  Houston  had  only  two 
killed  and  twenty-seven  wounded.  Mr.  Ander- 
son  was  a member  of  the  Hangers  three 
months,  and  took  part  in  a battle  with  the 
Indians,  near  where  Taylor  now  stands,  where 
they  lost  four  valualvle  men.  At  one  time 
the  hotise  in  which  he  was  staying,  with 
seven  others,  was  attacked  by  forty  Indians. 
During  the  late  war  our  subject  served  as 
Confederate  xVssessor.  Mr.  xAnderson  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Bastrop  county,  Texas, 
until  1845,  when  he  came  to  this  locality, 
then  known  as  Milam  district,  and  he  erected 
the  sixth  house  in  this  countyx  He  aflm-- 
ward  returned  to  Bastrop  county,  but  in  1858 
came  again  to  this  place.  He  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  IVilliamson  county,  scrveil  as 
County  (,’onimissioner  during  the  h)unding 
of  Geoi'getown.  and  lum  witne^sed  nearly  the 
entire  <levelopment  of  this  county.  His  farm, 
which  adjoins  Pound  Ih.ck  he  now  rents. 

Ml'.  Ander'on  was  married  in  Bastrop 
county.  Texas,  in  March,  1''38,  to  .Mar\'  ,\ . 
Glascock,  who  was  born  .lime  •'!,  1820.  a 
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(laiiirliter  of  John  ( i liiscock,  a nativo  of  Vir- 
giiiia.  The  father  came  to  Texas  in  1S35, 
lecatinr;'  in  A\hi^hiimton  coanty,  hut  afterwai'd 
irmoved  to  llastrop  eumit\',  where  he  died 
about  ISS'd.  aeyd  seven ty-iive  years.  He  took 
an  active  part  iu  puhlie  atfairs,  and,  altlioimh 
lie  did  not  participate  in  tlie  Texas  Revolu- 
tion. took  part  in  many  skinnishes  with  the 
jMexicans.  among  them  heing  the  Cordiway 
lieht.  Two  of  his  sons  servial  thronoh  the 

O 

Mexican  war  of  I847-'4S;.  Mr.  and  Mi'S. 
Anderson  hav(‘  had  two  children, — (fliloe, 
who  married  R.  II.  Taliaferro,  a Raptist, 
minister,  died  in  1885,  Icavino-  five  children; 
and  the  youngest  child  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Anderson  has  always  taken  iui  active  interest 
in  puhlie  affairs,  voting  with  the  l.)emocratic 
jiai'ty.  Religiously,  both  he  and  his  wife  arc 
meinhers  of  the  Raj)tist  ('hui-ch. 


GHARJ.ES  A.  W.  SNOW,  a fanner  of 
Williamson  county,  is  a son  of  Isaac 
— ^ and  Sarah  G.  (Handson)  Snow.  Over 
200  years  ago  two  brothers  named  Snow 
came  from  England  to  America,  and  they 
were  the  first  of  the  family  in  this  country. 
One  settled  in  Salem,  in  the  Massachusetts 
colony,  and  the  other  in  Connecticut.  The 
latter  was  a direct  ancestor  of  onr  subject. 
The  family  afterward  iiecame  residents  of 
Rrovhlenctt.  -RIkhIc  Islaiul.  our  sulrject's 
e ; eat-in-andfather's  farm  havino;  been  wdiat  is 
now  the  west  side  of  that  city.  He  was  a 
Captain  in  the  Re\olntiouai-y  war,  and  took 
a prominent  part  in  tlm  stirring  events  of 
that  time,  dohn  Snow,  the  gi'andfather  of 
our  suliject,  coutimu'd  to  reside  iu  Rhode  Is- 
land until  hi.s  death,  w hich  occunvd  in  1848. 
He  served  as  tdr'rk  in  the  Manufacturers'  and 
Mer(diant>'  Hank  IVu’  fifty  years.  Isaac  Snow 


was  honi  and  reared  in  that  State,  hut  wdieu 
a yotino  man  emigrated  to  (ieoi'gia,  where  he 
was  manned,  and  then  located  in  Mc.lutosh 
county.  He  was  a mendiant  and  Rostmaster 
at  Dainen,  that  county,  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  Mn  Snow'  was  a oood  business  man,  a 
leader  of  the  I teiruieratic  party,  and  was  fre- 
quently connected  with  the  city  government, 
as  iMayor  and  (Councilman.  He  was  also  a 
prominent  Mason,  and  although  not  a mem- 
h(‘r  of  any  (diurcli  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Rreshyteriau  denomination.  ()ne  of  his 
lelatives.  Elder  Joseph  Snow,  was  a minister 
in  the  Rreshyteriau  Church,  and  was  one  of 
the  sixteen  wdio  withdrew  from  the  old  John 
Cotton  coimreoation  in  1746.  He  then  es- 

O ^ 

tahlished  the  Conorecrational  Church,  was  the 
first  pastor,  aiul  remained  there  about  fifty 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  nee  Sarah 
G.  Harrison,  was  horn  and  raised  in  iMcIn- 
tosh  county.  Georgia,  and  descended  from 
the  Ei'ench  Iluouenot  stock.  Her  father, 
a physician  by  profession,  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  was  one  of  the  same  family  of 
Harrisons  as  AVilliam  Henry  Harrison,  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States.  Other  members 
of  the  family  were  prominent  in  professional 
circles.  iMrs.  Snow,  wdien  a girl,  studied 
medicine  under  the  direction  of  her  father 
and  practiced  for  a time  in  her  neighbor- 
hood. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snow  were  the  parents 
of  sixteen  chihh'en,  only  ^ix  of  wdioni  giany 
to  year.'  of  maturity, — Charles  A.,  the  sub- 
ject of  thi'  sketch;  AVilliam  I.,  of  Rrovi- 
dence,  Rhode  Island;  Alice,  widow  of  AVill- 
iam  II,  Hickman,  of  Jacksonville,  Flon’da; 
Henry  V.,  rd’  Atlanta,  (ieoimia;  .lane  E.,  now 
Mrs.  IMcMillan,  and  aho  of  that  city;  and 
Hoiace  C..  decc-ar-ed.  J’he  father  died  in  1841, 
ami  the  morhiu’  in  1889. 

Charles  A.  Snow  was  burn  in  Mclnto,-h 
(ieorgia,  .\ugu.'-t  20,  IS'J.7.  When  about 
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fourteen  years  of  a<re  lie  was  sent  to  i’ro\  i- 
lience,  liliode  Island,  and  lived  with  his 
grandfather  until  his  inarriai;e,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  entered  a drug  store; 
in  184G  continued  the  same  occupation  in 
Augusta,  Georgia;  one  year  later  returned  to 
his  former  emj)loyer;  and  in  1848  engaged 
in  the  drug  hnsiness  in  Providence,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Snow  & Mason.  Four 
years  afterwai'd  he  sold  his  interest  in  the 
store  to  his  partner,  and  returned  to  his 
widowed  mother  in  Georgia,  but  after  two 
years  there  his  health  failed  and  he  deter- 
mined to  come  West.  In  1856  Mr.  Snow 
landed  in  Cass  county,  Missouri,  whei-e  he 
was  among  the  pioneer  settlers,  and  while 
there  did  his  first  farmiiio'.  In  1877  he  came 
to  AVilliamson  county,  Texas,  spent  the  first 
seven  years  near  Hutto,  and  then  came  to 
his  present  location,  seventeen  miles  north- 
west of  Georgetown.  He  owns  a ranch  of  910 
acres,  140  acres  cultivated,  and  all  under 
fence.  In  addition  to  general  farming,  he  is 
also  giving  considerable  attention  to  stock- 
raising.  During  the  late  war  Mr.  Snow  re- 
sided  in  Cass  county,  Missouri,  where  he 
often  saw  men  taken  from  their  homes  and 
shot,  and  lights  occurred  on  his  own  farm. 
With  other  citizens,  he  was  ordered  to  re- 
move from  the  county,  and  he  went  to  his 
property  in  Kansas.  He  remained  there  one 
year,  and  took  part  in  the  chase  after  Quan- 
trell,  the  noted  guerrilla  chief. 

Kovember  23,  1847,  iu  Providence,  lihode 
Island,  Mr.  Snow  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Amanda  M.  F.  Hazard,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  that  city,  as  was  also  her  father. 
The  family  were  English  Quakers  in  early 
times,  and  were  originally  from  New  Ilamp- 
shii(‘.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snow  have  had  ten 
ciiildrcn,  namely:  flann-s  l>.;dane  E.,  Will- 


iam ami  Henry,  deceased;  G.  E.  of  Purnet 
comity,  Texas;  G.  S.,  who  resides  on  his 
fatliiu''s  farm  ; llandet,  wife  of  A.  li.  Smith, 
of  Piirnet;  William,  deceased;  -John  G., 
Burnet  county;  and  Alice  E.,  at  home.  Our 
subject  is  a Democrat  in  political  matters, 
has  been  a member  of  the  Gnmberland  Pres- 
byterian Church  since  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  identified  with  the  Grange 
since  its  organization. 


dOHN  H.  PHCKETT.-  -In  the  old  State 
of  South  Carolina,  wdiich  has  furnished 
' — to  the  New  Southwest  so  many  men  of 
stei'ling  worth  and  ability,  John  H.  Pickett, 
the  present  popular  and  efficient  Sheriff  of 
Milam  county,  was  born  March  19,  1861. 
He  bears  the  Christian  name  of  his  father, 
grandfather  and  great-grandl'atlier,  being 
fourth  in  descent  from  John  Pickett,  a native 
of  Ireland,  who  came  to  this  country  some 
time  during  the  last  century  and  settled  in 
Abbeville  district.  South  Carolina.  This 
John  Pickett,  as  tradition  has  it,  was  a man 
of  industrious,  thrifty  habits  and  an  active, 
ingenious  mind,  a planter  by  occupation  and 
the  builder  of  the  first  gristmill  in  the  locality 
where  he  settled.  The  father  and  grand- 
father of  John  H.  Pickett  were  born  iu  Abbe- 
ville district,  and  there  the  grandfather  died, 
a man  of  some  means,  but  no  record  beyond 
that  of  a useful  citizen.  The  father  was  hilled 
in  the  late  war,  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill, 
July  29,  1864,  being  a member  of  the  Nine- 
teenth South  Carolina  Uegiment.  He  was  a 
brave  soldier  and  good  citizen.  The  mother 
of  John  II.  Pickett  bori'  the  maiden  name  of 
Sarah  Wt'cd,  and  was  a daughter  of  Andrew 
-I.  Weed,  a South  ('arolina  j)lanter  of  Abbe- 
ville dic>trict.  The  Weed.',  like  the  Picketts, 
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were  among  tlie  early  settlers  of  that  district, 
and  in  ante-hellnm  days  wore  people  ot  means. 
Jhit  the  lavages  of  the  Civil  war  reduced 
their  estates,  and  this,  added  to  the  loss  of  her 
hushand,  left  the  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  in  straitened  circumstances. 
Her  courage  and  industry  were  often  put  to 
the  test  in  providing  for  her  four  small  chil- 
dren. Of  necessity  the  education  which  they 
received  was  restideted  to  such  as  they  could 
get  in  the  local  public  schools,  and  even  of 
this  the  share  that  fell  to  -John  II.  was  ob- 
tained in  fragments  and  at  irregular  intervals, 
his  time  being  taken  up  mostly  with  his 
duties  on  the  fann.  Tiring  of  this  state  of 
things  and  being  desirous  of  doing  somethiiio' 
for  himself,  he  went  to  a friend  one  day  and 
borrowed  .$25,  added  to  it  .$13  of  his  own 
money,  being  all  he  had,  and  put  the  whole 
of  it  into  a railroad  ticket,  boarded  the  cars 
and  came  to  Texas.  Ilis  ticket  reached  to 
Ilearne,  in  Ilobertson  county.  From  that 
point  he  continued  his  way  west  afoot,  cross- 
ing the  Brazos  and  striking  into  Milam 
county. 

He  began  at  once  to  inquire  for  work  along 
the  route  and  found  his  first  job  at  Maysville, 
in  this  county,  where  he  took  employment  at 
$12.50  a month  ou  a farm.  This  was  in  De- 
cember, 1879.  For  four  years  he  made  that 
his  home  and  was  variously  engaged,  mostly 
at  farm  labor,  when,  in  1883,  he  came  to 
Cameron  and  clerked  for  a year  and  a half  in  , 
a store  for  B.  Vugtd,and  then  about  the  same  i 
length  of  time  for  li.  F.  Pool.  January  1,  ' 
1887,  he  went  into  the  Sherift‘’s  office  as  ! 
deputy  under  A.J.  Lewis,  and  held  this  posi- 
tion until  1890,  when,  in  a free-for-all 
race,”  when'  there  wcie  six  candidates  in  the 
field,  he  was  I'lected  .Sheidlf  by  a vote  of 
2,25  ( out  ol  a total  vote  of  •l,lf0-  He  o'a\  e 
such  satisfaction  that  he  was  made  the  Demo-  i 


I ci-atic  nominee  for  the  otlicein  Amnist,  1892, 
I by  acclamation,  and  in  November  following 
was  elected,  by  a v(»te  of  2,907  out  of  a total 
I vote  of  4,837  cast.  It  is  the  generally  ex- 
jiressed  opinion  among  the  j)Cople  of  Milam 
I county  that  John  Bickett  is  one  of  the  best 
j Sherilfs  they  ever  had.  II is  courage,  industi'y 
and  executive  skill  make  him  a model  otficer 
in  a |)Osition  like  that  of  Sheriff,  which  re- 
(piires  the  coimtant  exercise  of  these  quali- 
ties. 

IMr.  Bickett  mari'ied  in  Breiiham,  this 
State,  September  10,  1891,  Miss  INIinnie 
Mu  se,  daughtei-  of  Dr.  .1.  S.  Muse  and  sister 
of  Judge  E.  B.  ]\[use,  pre,-ent  County  Judge 
of  Milam  county. 


N 


11  ESTEP,  deceased,  was  born  near 
Hamburg,  Germany,  September  17, 
1835,  a son  of  John  and  Isabella  Hes- 
V ter,  natives  also  of  that  country.  He 
learned  tlie  druggist’s  tivade  in  his  native 
place,  and  in  1855  emigrated  to  Texas,  locat- 
ing in  Lexington,  Lee  county.  He  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  for  Titus  Mundine  several 
years,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  late  war  he 
enlisted  as  a private  in  Gray’s  company  of 
cavalry,  in  which  he  served  two  years.  After 
retuniincr  from  the  wai' Mr.  Hester  continued 
the  sheep  industry,  in  which  he  had  engaged 
just  prioi'  to  that  struggle.  Two  years  after- 
ward he  sold  his  sheep  ;uk1  embarked  in  the 
druo"  business,  to  which  he  later  added  a 
general  mercaiitile  stock,  and  his  business 
prospered  and  eidai-ged  until  hc^  became  the 
leading  meichatit  in  his  section.  Mi'.  Hester 
was  a man  of  strong  chai'actei',  shi'cwd  in 
husinces  and  of  tii'cless  energy.  lie  was  a 
true  Chri'lian.  and  of  a generous  nature, 
yielding  to  ihe  ilemands  of  the  poor  and  of 
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every  <j^oo(l  cause  witli  a feeling  akin  to  pkais- 
iire.  No  pei'son  was  ever  tiirneil  fVoiii  -liis 
door  ein pty-lianded.  lie  was  lilieral  in  Ids 
donations  to  Ids  chui-ch,  the  Missionary  bap- 
tist, and  was  always  foremost  in  advancing 
its  interests.  ITe  died  October  17,  1889, 
after  an  illness  of  oidy  three  weeks. 

Mr.  Hester  was  married  Octohei-  9,  1859, 
in  Hastrop  county,  to  I.onisa  Wolf,  who  came 
with  relatives  from  Dessau,  Germany,  to  this 
country  in  1857.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Leopold  and  Leopoldtina  Wolf.  The  parents 
came  to  America  in  1884,  ami  made  their 
home,  with  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Hester.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hester  had  ten  children,  vix.;  Flora, 
wife  of  Professor  Clarence  Steel,  of  Goliad, 
Texas;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Eayless  Fletcher,  of 
Lexington;  Elvira,  wife  of  Max  McRee.  of 
Lee  county;  Isabella;  Germania,  the  wife  of 
AV.  Dowdy  of  Lexington;  and  Dora,  Bis- 
mark,  Minnie,  Tina  ai>d  Clara,  at  home. 
Since  her  husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Hester  has 
continued  the  management  of  the  business. 
The  trade  amounts  to  about  $40,000  to  $50,- 
000  annually,  and  represents  the  leading  mer- 
cantile establishment  in  Lexington.  The  fob 
lowing  was  written  at  the  death  of  Mr. 
Hester; — 

“On  Thursday,  the  17th  inst.,  Mr.  N.  Hester 
breathed  his  last  at  his  residence  in  this 
place,  after  a lingering  illness  of  several 
weeks.  Mr.  Nicolaus  Hester  was  born  at 
the  village  of  Hedel,  Holstein,  Germany,  Sep- 
tember 17,  1835.  Near  his  native  villao-e 
was  the  Elbe  river,  covered  with  the  shipping 
of  a rising-  empire.  Early  in  life  young 
Nicolaus  conceived  the  idea  of  becoming  a 
sailor.  An  opportunity  was  soon  offered  him 
to  realize  the  fondest  hopes  of  his  adventur- 
ous 6j)irit.  All  uncle,  who  owned  and  com- 
mamled  a vessel,  offered  to  take  him  on  a voy- 
age to  Ai’changel.  The  young  sailor  enjoyed 


the  voyage  across  the  North  Sea,  but  out 
upon  the  Atlantic,  near  the  Lolloden  islands, 
theii’  vessel  encountered  a terrible  storm,  and 
came  near  being  wrecked  upon  the  rocks  off 
the  western  coast  of  Norway.  The  gallant 
little  ship  weathered  the  stonn,  however,  and 
in  duo  time  roumled  North  Cape  with  the 
midm'o-ht  sun  shinino  low  in  the  southern 
sky.  For  weeks  during  this  long  voyage  the 
Arctic  day  jirevailed,  and  the  sun  never  set. 
Taking  a cargo  of  furs  at  Archangel,  they  re- 
turned by  the  same  route.  During  this  voy- 
age of  several  months  the  crew  endured  hard- 
ships  which  are  unknown  to  the  crews  of 
modern  shi])S,  and  which  completely  cured 
the  truant  sailor  of  his  nautical  proclivities. 
He  then  entered  a large  drmr  establishment 
at  Altona,  where  he  remained  until  he  ac- 
quired a thorough  knowdedge  of  pharmacy. 

“Again  his  thirst  for  adventure  asserted  it- 
self, and  in  1850  he  sailed  for  North  America. 
Landing  at  New  Orleans,  he  came  AVest, 
seeking  a home  in  the  new  State  of  Texas. 
Mr.  Hester  settled  at  Lexington,  where  he 
found  ready  employment  as  a clerk.  Here 
he  became  acquainted  with  Miss  Louise  AA^olf, 
whom  he  married  October  9,  1859.  Under 
the  ministry  of  the  late  Rev.  Cole,  he  and 
Mrs.  Hestbr  united  with  the  Baptist  Church 
at  this  place. 

“Mr.  Hester’s  education  was  essentially 
Eurojiean,  and  he  was  greatly  opposed  to  the 
'institution  of  slavery.  Yet,  when  the  great 
Civil  war  came,  he  was  too  good  a citizen  to 
desert  the  cherished  cause  of  his  adopted 
country,  and  entered  the  Confederate  army, 
in  which  he  served  as  faithfully  as  any  man 
wdio  wore  the  gray.  AA’^hen  the  Soutliern  flag 
was  furled  he  came  home,  bis  earnings  s]>ent, 
a poor  Confederate  soldier.  For  a time  he 
engaged  in  farming,  but  without  success. 
Again  he  found  employment  in  a drug  stoi-e 
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at  tin’s  plat‘0,  and  soon  saved  ononoh  to  liei^in 
a small  business  of  Ids  own.  Ills  success  in 
business  was  |diouomcnal.  lu  a few  years  he 
added  a st(.>ck  of  genei-al  merchandise  to  his 
drno  .-^tore,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and 
for  many  years  ]>revious,  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  merchants  in  this  county.  Mi'S. 
Ilestei’,  who  survives  him.  was  his  comjjaniou 
in  adversity,  and  has  contributed  largely  to 
his  prosperity. 

“Mr.  Hester  was  a most  devoted  Christian, 
and  contributed  laroely  to  all  relioious,  chari- 
table  and  educational  objects.  He  was  justly 
proud  of  his  nationality,  and  assisted  many  of 
his  countrymen  to  come  to  Texas  and  to  live 
after  landing  here.  His  generosity  knew  no 
I)Ounds.  He  was  idolized  by  his  family,  and 
extended  his  kindness  to  everybody,  regard- 
less of  nationality,  race  or  color.  The  funeral 
procession  was  one  of  the  largest  that  has 
ever  issued  from  our  villao-e.  His  remains 

O 

were  interred  at  Early  Chapel  burying-gronnd, 
by  the  Knights  of  Honor  of  Lexington  and 
Giddings  lodges.  Rev.  G.  Ubantke  preached 
an  impressive  discourse  at  the  grave.  The 
deceased  leaves  a widow,  nine  daughters,  one 
son  and  a brother  and  sister  at  Hamburg  to 
mourn  his  death.” 


R.  THOMAS  A.  POPE.— More  than 
two  centuries  ago  there  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Virginia  one 
Thompson  Pope,  who  had  three  sons.  One 
of  these  sons  in  early  life  went  to  Massachu- 
srtts,  another  to  Georgia,  while  the  third  re- 
mained in  Virginia.  Each  of  these  three  men 
have  many  descendants  scattered  throughout 
the  1.  nion  ( )ne  of  them,  bolongiug  to  the 
Vii-ginia  lu'anch,  a native  of  that  State,  mar- 
ried there  in  1783,  just  after  leaving  the 


(.kmtiueutal  aniiy,  and  liftc^en  yeai’S  later  with 
his»familv  emigrated  to  Lawiamce  county,  In- 
diana, whei-e  in  1811  Thompson  Pope,  the 
youngest  of  eight  boys,  was  born.  When 
Thompson  Pope  was  eight  years  old  his  father 
died,  and  shoi-tly  afterward  his  mother.  The 
eldei-  boys  with  one  exception  moved  west- 
wai'd.  Thompson  while  still  a youth  went  to 
Kentucky,  whei-e  in  183-4  he  manied  Nancy 
Admire,  of  Oldham  county,  that  State,  whose 
father  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  was 
of  French  descent.  In  1840  Thompson  Poj)o 
with  his  family  emigrated  to  Macoupin 
county,  Illinois,  and  here,  on  June  26,  1847, 
Thomas  A.  Pope,  the  seventh  child,  was  born. 
There  were  four  children  younger  than 
Thomas,  making  eleven  children,  of  whom 
six  are  still  living.  The  father  died  in  1802. 
The  mother,  aged  seventy-eight,  is  still  hale 
and  hearty,  and  lives  with  a daughter  in 
Kansas. 

Most  of  the  early  life  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  spent  in  the  schoolroom,  hififather 
being  exceedingly  anxious  to  educate  his 
children;  but  in  August,  1801,  the  fourteen- 
year-old  boy  determined  to  see  something  of 
the  war  that  was  then  enveloping  the  south- 
ern half  of  the  Union,  and  ran  away  from 
home,  going  to  St.  Louis,  where  it  was  his 
intention  to  enlist  in  the  Federal  army.  Put 
meeting  at  that  place  an  acquaintance  who 
then  held  the  position  of  assistant  (piarter- 
termaster,  young  Pope  was  offered  and  ac- 
cepted a place  in  his  oliice,  which  gave  him 
an  opjportunity  of  being  with  the  army  but 
]iot  in  the  ranks.  In  company  with  his  su- 
perior officer  he  left  St.  Louis  early  in  Sep- 
temlier,  1801,  on  an  expedition  up  the  Mis- 
souri river,  the  objective  point  of  which  was 
Lexington,  that  State.  On  reaching  that 
place,  however,  they  found  it  besi(!ged  by  the 
Confederates  under  Geuei’al  Price,  and  not 
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only  iieai'  enonc/h  to  u'itiu'ss  part  of  the  bat- 
tle from  the  opposite  si(ie  (h'  the  river.  \Vith 
(ieneral  Fremont'.s  command  lie  sjient  the 
winter  of  18()1-"G2  in  western  Missouri,  and 
in  tlie  spidnw  of  18G2  was  present  at  tlie  hat- 
tie  of  Pea  Ridire,  Ai'kansas,  whore  tlie  Union 
;.rmy  under  Curtis  and  Sigel  won  the  vic- 
tory over  McCul  loch  and  Price.  Voung  Pope 
tlion  accompanied  Curtis’  army  to  Helena, 
Arkansas,  and  in  Novemher,  18G2,  left  the 
army  and  returned  to  St.  Louis.  Tie  remained 
thei'e  hut  a short  time,  wlien  he  went  to  Lo- 
gansport,  Indiana,  for  the  pui'pose  of  com- 
pleting his  educatiou,  but  after  the  excite- 
ment of  the  past  year  it  was  impossible  to  be 
contented  in  tlie  (piiet  seclusion  of  the  school- 
room, and  after  a mouth  or  so  spent  in  school 
he  enlisted  in  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  A^ol- 
unteer  Infantry,  with  wdiich  he  served  from 
the  sietje  of  Vicksburi^  throuwli  Banks’  cam- 
paign  in  Louisiana  and  Burbridge’s  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Virginia,  until  the  regiment  was 
mustered  out  of  service  at  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, September  11,  1865. 

Immediately  afterward  he  went  to  Madison 
University,  New  York,  where  he  spent  two 
years.  Then  he  returned  to  Indiana,  and 
after  a short  season  there  he  \vent  to  tlie  far 
AV’est  and  spent  a year  in  Colorado  and  Mon- 
tana. Like  many  others,  his  westward  ven- 
ture was  not  a success,  and  instead  of  having, 
as  he  had  hoped,  sufficient  money  to  return 
to  school,  he,  as  soon  as  he  reached  civiliza- 
tion, which  was  then  ivestern  Iowa,  had  to 
take  a school  and  teach  it  for  a livelihood. 

In  1870  he  left  Iowa  and  came  to  d'exas. 
At  that  time  there  was  no  railroad  connec- 
tion with  the  north  and  west,  and  the  only 
way  to  reach  Texas  was  by  the  water  route, 
via  New  (trleans,  oi-  by  staoe.  Passino- 
thi-oimh  Galveston  and  Houston  lui  went  on 

O I 

to  Navarro  county,  andatSpring  Hill  opened  1 


a pi'ii’ato  school,  which  In*  taught  until  Jan- 
uary, 1872,  when  he  was  appointed  superin- 
tendent (.if  public  sch(.)(.)ls  in  and  for  Milam 
and  Burleson  counties,  and  organized  the 
first  free  schools  in  tln.ise  counties.  In  1873 
a change  in  the  school  law  abolished  the  ofHce 
he  held. 

On  February  18,  1874,  he  married  Miss 
Martha  A.  McCown.  daughter  of  J.  W.  Me- 
Cown,  of  Milam  county,  Texas.  This  fam- 
ily, whose  history  may  bo  found  elsewhere  in 
this  volume,  has  been  well  and  favor;d)ly 
known  in  Texas  since  some  time  in  183G, 
when  J.  W.  McCown,  Sr.,  brought  Ins  fam- 
ily from  Tennessee  and  settled  in  AVashing- 
ton  county,  this  State.  The  mother  of  Miss 
McCown  was  a dauirliter  of  Josiah  AV.  Turn- 
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ham,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Milam  county, 
and  a cousin  of  ex-Governor  L.  S.  Koss. 

In  1877  Thomas  A.  Pope  graduated  with 
honors  at  the  Louisville  Medical  College, 
having  been  selected  the  class  orator. 

On  retnrnirKT  to  Texas  he  located  at  AVil- 
derville,  in  Falls  county,  where  he  secured  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice,  which  constantly 
increased  until  he  left  there  in  188G  to  locate 
in  Cameron,  his  present  place  of  residence. 
His  principal  object  in  moving  to  Cameron 
was  to  educate  his  children.  Since  coming 
to  this  place  he  has  succeeded  in  establishing 
for  himself  a large  practice,  the  most  exten- 
sive in  the  county.  No  one  has  labored 
harder  to  deserve  the  contidence  of  the  peo- 
ple by  proficiency  in  his  profession  than  Dr. 
Pope.  Even  in  the  midst  of  a large  and  grow- 
ing practice,  he  finds  time  every  year  or  so 
to  attend  the  schools  and  hospitals  in  the 
larger  cities  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up 
with  the  progress  that  is  constantly  being 
mad((  in  the  scien(.‘e  and  practice  of  medicine. 
With  such  habits  of  study,  coupled  with  nat- 
ural ability  of  a high  order,  his  advance  in 
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his  profession  Inis  heon  inipid  and  continued, 
and  he  stands  at  tliis  time  in  tlie  front  laidis, 
possessitur  tlie  full  conlidetute  of  the  laity  and 
the  respect  iind  esteem  of  Ids  professional  [ 
brethren.  j 

The  Doctor  has  fonr  chiMreii,  the  two  older  | 
girls,  the  two  younger  hoys;  and  these  bright 
children  and  a pleasant  home  presided  over 
with  grace,  dignity  and  kindness  liy  an  intel- 
liorent  and  most  estimable  wife,  make  his 

O 

home  life  a source  of  never-failing  hapiiiness. 

Dr.  Pope  is  company  surgeon  at  Cameron 
for  the  Gnlf,  Colorado  & Santa  P’e  Railway 
and  the  San  Antonio  & Aransas  Pass  Rail- 
way; is  president  of  tlie  Board  of  E.xaminers 
(Medical)  of  the  Twentieth  Judicial  District, 
and  is  e.x-president  of  the  Milam  County 
Medical  Society. 

While  not  a politician,  the  Doctor  has  a 
large  influence  with  the  voters  of  his  county, 
and  his  assistance  is  eagerly  sought  by  those 
who  aspire  to  office  in  the  comity  or  district. 
In  1892  he  was  a delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  conv'eiition  at  Minneapolis. 


A.  SMITH,  a farmer  in  AVilliamson 
' county,  is  a son  of  P.  P.  and  Mar- 
tha J.  (Berryman)  Smith.  The 
father  was  born  in  Buckingham  county,  Vir- 
tfiiiia,  in  1796,  was  there  married  in  1824, 

O ’ 

and  afterward  moved  to  Cumberland  county, 
that  State,  where  he  died  in  1847.  He  was 
a Baptist  clergyman  by  profession,  and  at- 
tained such  a prominent  position  in  church 
circles  that  Ids  life  was  written  and  published 
in  book  form.  He  made  a tine  re[»ntation  as 
a revivalist.  The  Berrymans  were  also  a 
noted  family  in  Virginia,  were  very  wealthy, 
and  prominent  in  professional  circles. 
Many  members  of  the  family  were  ministers 


in  the  Baptist  chnrcdi.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
were  the  jiai'ents  ot  eight  children,  - -Ada- 
line,  deceased;  Susan,  deceased;  Decker,  who 
died  in  a Federal  prison  during  the  late  war; 
W.  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  George  L., 
a farmer  ami  miner  of  Centerville,  Colorado; 
Elizabeth,  deceased;  Martha  J.,  wife  of  Caj)- 
j tain  (ieorge  W.  Minor,  of  Columbia,  Cnm- 
j berlaud  county,  Virginia;  and  Mary  M.,  de- 
1 ceased.  After  the  father's  death  the  mother 
I married  R.  R.  Minor,  a noted  Baptist  minis- 
ter. She  died  in  1879. 

W.  A.  Smith  was  born  in  Buckingham 
county,  Virginia,  September  5,  1831.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Jackson,  Missouri, 
whore  he  remained  four  years;  then  taught 
school  in  St.  Louis  county,  that  State,  three 
years;  next  followed  the  same  occupation  in 
Johnson  county  two  years,  and  then  entered 
the  Missouri  State  troops,  which  afterward 
became  a part  of  the  regular  Confederate 
army,  as  a member  of  Captain  King’s  com- 
pany, Bateman’s  regiment.  Mr.  Smith  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Carthage  and  Oak 
Hill,  Missouri,  and  Elkliorn,  Arkansas,  soon 
after  which  he  was  appointed  hospital  stew- 
ard, and  served  in  that  capacity  until  the 
close  of  the  struggle.  He  then  came  to  this 
State,  taught  school  in  Florence  fourteen 
years,  and  in  1881  moved  to  his  present  lo- 
cation. He  now  owns  240  acres  of  good 
land,  140  acres  of  which  are  cultivated.  In 
his  political  relations,  he  votes  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic p^rty,  and  during  the  latter  part  of 
1870  was  elected  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  and  has  also  served  as  County  Com- 
missioner six  years,  for  the  Third  district. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  Jackson,  Mis- 
souri, to  Susan  Brevard,  who  died  one  year 
later.  They  had  otie  child,  also  now  de- 
cea.sed.  He  was  again  married,  March  17, 
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ISnT,  ill  I‘'lureiice,  to  !^^rs.  Martha  M.  Love, 
nee  Stajip,  wlio  was  horn  in  ()\i‘rtoii  comity, 
Tennessee,  and  came  to  Texas  witli  her  par- 
ents in  1850,  at  the  age  of  live  years.  Mr. 
and  j\lrs.  Sinitli  have  had  eight  cliildreii, — 
ML  A.,  Decker,  doshna  (deceased),  Sallie  M., 
Horace  and  Homer  (twins),  Hirdie  ]\[.  and 
Elmer  I!.  Oiir  siiliject  is  a Master  Mason, 
and  a memher  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order, 
lieligionsly,  he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
church. 


COLONEL  SAM  A.  EASLEY,  a farmer 
and  sheep-raiser  of  AYilliamson  county, 
is  a grandson  of  Robert  Easley,  who 
was  a native  of  Virginia  but  who  moved  to 
South  Carolina  in  1786.  He  served  as  a 
private  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  an 
intluential  planter  and  slave-owner.  His  son, 
John  Easley,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  when  about  eight  years 
of  age,  went  to  South  Carolina  with  his  par- 
ents, being  reared  and  educated  in  that  State. 
He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  King,  a daughter 
of  John  King,  of  English  descent,  and  Or- 
derly Sergeant  in  AVashington’s  life  guard 
during  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  South  Carolina.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  Easley  had  six  children,  viz.:  John,  Jr., 
deceased  at  the  age  of  thirty  years;  William, 
who  served  as  Major  of  a cavalry  company 
durino  the  late  war,  and  who  died  in  South 
Carolina  in  1872,  leaving  a family;  Sam  A., 
our  subject;  Robert,  who  came  to  Williamson 
county,  Texas,  in  1853,  and  who  died  in  1856,  | 
leaving  a wife  and  two  children;  Mary,  de-  ] 
ceased  in  Xovemher,  1860,  was  the  wife  of  j 
I).  McSloan,  who  also  came  in  1853  to  this 
county,  where  he  still  resides;  ami  Martha,  ; 
wife  of  AVHlliam  Wilcox,  was  married  in  ! 


■17U 

Texas,  while  here  on  a visit,  and  her  death 
occiirreil  in  1863.  Mr.  Easley  died  at  the  old 
homestead  in  1862,  ami  his  wife  died  in  Texas, 
in  1874. 

Colonel  S.  A.  Easley,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  came  overland  to  Texas  in  1853,  and 
purchased  in  Williamson  county,  3,350  acres 
of  land,  which  he  immediately  began  im- 
proving. He  has  since  sold  a part  of  this 
tract;  has  also  given  his  children  land,  but 
still  owns  1,600  acres.  He  erected  the  first 
cotton  gin  in  the  county,  and  during  his 
second  year  here  purchased  two  Spanish  jacks 
and  tvvo  stallions,  and  enoacred  in  the  stock 
business.  In  1858  he  began  sheep-raising, 
and  in  1860  had  increased  his  herd  to  several 
thousand  head.  Mr.  Easley  has  his  farm 
under  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  has  about 
1,000  head  of  sheep  and  other  stock.  In  1863 
he  assisted  in  raising  for  the  State  service  a 
regiment  of  100-day  men,  and  was  made 
Colonel  of  the  same.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service  he  selected  a company 
from  the  regiment.  He  was  made  Captain  of 
this  cavalry  company,  and  was  engaged  in 
picket  duty  on  the  beach  near  Galveston, 
where  he  was  located  at  the  close  of  the 
struggle.  After  returning  home,  Mr.  Easley 
freed  about  fifty  slaves,  since  which  time  he 
has  rented  a part  of  his  land,  and  farmed  the 
remainder  by  hired  help. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  June  S,  1848, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Sloan,  who  was  born  in 
South  Carolina,  May  11,  1828,  a daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Kancy  Sloan,  natives  also  of  that 
State.  The  father  has  the  reputation  of  being 
the  finest  planter  in  his  district.  Mr.  and 
Afrs.  Easley  have  had  eight  children,  six  now 
li\'ing, — Mamie,  wife  of  D.  P.  AVilcox,  a 
farmer  of  AVilliamsoii  county;  Samuel  A., 
formerly  a merchant  and  sheep-raiser  in 
Crockett  county,  but  now  a farmer  of  this 
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county;  xVamiic,  wife  of  M.  Baniell,  a tin- 
ner of  Taylor;  Li/./.ie,  wlio  married  Kr(*d  ! 
Turner,  also  a farmer  of  tliis  county;  i 
Sontliey,  wife  of  J.  L.  Root,  a dry-goods  ! 
mercliant  of  Taylor;  and  Florence,  wife 
of  Harry  Diirrett,  engaged  in  tlie  liardware 
trade  at  AVicliita  Falls,  Texas.  Mr.  Easley 
is  independent  in  local  ])olitic,s,  and  was 
formerly  identified  with  the  Democratic  i 
party,  but  dni'ing  later  years  has  cast  his  vote  ! 
with  the  Prohibition  party.  In  1874  he  was  ! 
elected  a member  of  the  Legislature,  his  dis-  j 
trict  comprising  seven  or  eiglit  counties. 
Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


ffIJLIUS  F.  COBB. — The  subject  of  this 


!l 

K jj  sketch  is  a native  of  Georgia  and  a mem- 
her  of  that  distinguished  family  of 
Cobbs  who  have  figured  so  conspicuously  in 
the  history  of  Georgia  for  the  past  three- 
quarters  of  a century.  His  father,  Frank  A. 
Cobb,  was  a Georgian  by  birth  and  spent  his 
entire  life  in  liis  native  State,  dying  at  Clop- 
ton,  Alabama,  in  1860,  while  yet  a compara- 
tively young  man.  He  was  a teacher  by  pro- 
fession, a man  of  scholarly  taste  and  superior 
intellectual  attainments. 

The  mother  of  Julius  F.  Cobb  was  a Geor- 
gia-born lady,  her  maiden  name  being  Mary 
J.  Collier.  She  is  still  liviim,  being  a resi- 
dent  of  Caldwell,  where  she  makes  her  home 
with  her  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Julius  F.  Cobb  is  the  only  child  of  Frank 
A.  and  Mary  J.  Col)b,  and  was  born  in  Chat- 
tahoochie  county,  Georgia,  O(;tober  15,  1850. 
He  was  reared  iii  his  native  county  and  in 
Russell  county,  Alabama,  whither  his  mother 
moved  when  he  was  about  ten  years  old.  His  ' 


(‘ducation  was  ol)taiii(‘d  in  the  counti-y  schools 
of  the  localities  where  he  grew  up,  being  com- 
pleted iiy  a business  course  in  a s(diool  at 
Dawson,  Geonda.  From  this  school  he  went 
to  Opelika,  Alabama,  where  he  secured  a clerk- 
ship with  Rahil  & Bloomingfelt,  merchants, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  coming  to 
Texas  in  February,  1881.  He  came  to  this 
State  by  the  advice  and  throng!)  the  influence 
of  his  uncle.  Professor  J.  P.  Collier,  then  su- 
perintendent of  the  public  schools  at  Cald- 
well, at  which  place  young  Cobb  located.  He 
began  his  business  career  in  this  town  as  a 
clerk  for  W.  G.  Wilkins,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued about  a year,  when  Wilkins  sold  out 
to  A.  F.  Carroll  & Company.  AVith  this 
firm  Ml-.  Cobb  remained  until  August,  1886, 
when,  having  married  and  with  the  aid  of  his 
wife  saved  between  8400  and  $500,  he  opened 
a small  millinei-y  and  notion  stoi-e.  Mrs. 
Cobb  had  charge  of  the  business  during  the 
first  two  years,  Mr.  Cohb  being  the  local 
agent  of  Wells-Fargo  Express  Company,  to 
the  business  of  which  and  to  buying  cotton 
he  gave  his  attention.  The  sales  of  the  store 
for  the  first  year  were  about  $7,000;  the 
second  year  they  were  a little  better.  Then, 
in  July,  1888,  D.  P.  Moser  became  a partner 
in  the  business,  putting  in  $5,000,  at  which 
time  the  lines  were  extended  to  include  la- 
dies’ and  gentlemens’  fine  dress  goods  and 
furnishings  of  all  kinds.  The  business  ran 
prosperously  under  the  firm  name  of  Moser 
A Cobb  until  January  1,  1890,  when  Mr. 
Cobb  bought  Air.  Moser’s  interest,  assuming 
exclusive  ownership  and  control  which  he  has 
since  held  and  exercised.  Mr.  Cobb  is  rated 
at  $10,000,  but  is  safely  worth  $12,500.  He 
does  a business  of  $35,000  a year,  two-thirds 
of  which  is  for  cash.  He  carries  one  of  the 
cleanest,  neatest,  best-kept  stocks  to  be  found 
in  any  town  of  comparable  population  in 
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Texas,  and  is  doing  a safi“,  conservative  but 
constantly  increasing  business.  Strict  atten- 
tion to  the  demands  of  his  trade,  a reputation 
for  fair  dealing,  the  l)cst  gooiis  for  the  lowest 
living  prices  and  a competent  corps  of  clerks, 
backed  by  vigorous  brains,  keen  business 
foresight,  tact  and  good  management  have 
made  this  business  what  it  is  and  have  placed 
it  on  a basis  where  it  gives  promise  of  excel- 
ling its  past  record  by  more  than  it  would  be 
discreet  here  to  say. 

Mrs.  Cobb  who  has  given  tlie  business  her 
personal  attention  from  the  first  and  who  has 
rendered  most  efficient  aid  in  building  it  up 
to  its  j)resent  standard,  was  born  in  Missis- 
sippi, but  reared  in  Eurleson  county,  Texas, 
wliere  she  was  brought  by  her  parents  while 
but  a child.  Her  maiden  name  was  Kowena 
Davidson,  she  being  a daughter  of  William 
Davidson,  a native  of  Mississippi  and  a rel- 
ative of  the  Davidsons  of  that  State.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cobb  were  married  October  15, 
1884.  Both  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  Mr.  Cobb  is  a member  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  AVorkmen  and  of  the 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor. 

— 

djOSHUA  WILSON  McCOWN,  Jr.— 
I For  tifty-six  years  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  resided  in  Texas,  most  of 
the  time  in  Milam  county.  It  is  needless 
to  say  that  he  is  a pioneer  and  an  early  set- 
tler of  the  county.  Mr.  McCown  traces  his 
ancestry  back  to  the  land  of  song  and  story, 
heroism  and  romance,  — Scotland,  — from 

which  country  his  progenitors  emigrated 
some  time  during  the  last  century  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  in  Pennsylvania.  There  his 
patenial  grandfather,  Alexander  McCown, 
was  born,  reared,  twice  married  (his  first 


wife  ilying),  and  moved  in  1784  to  Keu- 
tucky,  settling  in  what  is  m)w  Bardstown, 
Nelson  county.  IL;  was  the  father  of  a 
a large  family  of  children,  sixteen  of  whom 
were  sons  and  grew'  uj). 

-loshua  Wilson  McCown,  Sr.,  the  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  w'as  one  of  this 
number.  He  w'as  boni  in  Pardstown,  Feb- 
ruary 5.  1804,  an  I was  there  reaied.  He 
went  to  Tennessee  when  a young  man  and 
in  Columbia,  that  State,  on  April  22,  1828, 
married  Alartha  Shapard,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see, born  April,  1808.  He  resided  in  Ten- 
nessee until  1837,  wdien  he  moved  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  Washington  county,  wdiere  he 
lived  until  1848,  at  which  date  he  came  to 
Cameron,  Milam  county,  where,  for  several 
years  he  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. Later  he  lived  at  Houston  and  at 
other  points  in  the  State,  and  is  still  living, 
being  now  a resident  of  Whitney,  Hill 
county.  He  has  been  twice  married  ami  has 
raised  to  maturity  fourteen  children.  His 
first  wife  died  at  Houston  in  1852,  leaving 
sixteen  children,  of  whom  Joshua  Wilson 
McCown,  Jr.,  the  eldest,  is  the  subject  of 
this  momoir. 

He  was  born  in  Murfreesborough,  Tenues- 
see,  July  8,  1830.  Being  brought  to  Texas 
at  the  age  of  seven  by  his  parents,  he  was 
reared  in  Washington  county.  His  boyhood 
and  youth  were  passed  on  the  farm.  In 
1852  he  inarried  Margaret  Chalmers  of 
AVaco,  wdio  died  shortly  afteiwvard  without 
issue.  May,  1854,  he  married  Susan,  a 
damditer  of  Josiah  J.  and  Ann  Turnham,  of 
Milam  county. 

Mr.  Tundiam  w'as  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  thi.s  countv.  inovimr  here  from  Alissouri, 
in  company  with  Giles  O.  Sullivan,  another 
of  the  pioneer.s  of  the  county,  and  settling  at 
Nashville  in  1840.  In  the  S])riug  of  1842 
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lie  pettled  about  a mile  and  a half  east  of  the 
pi’esent  site  of  Cameron,  wliere  and  in  whitdi 
vicdnity  lie  subsequently  made  his  home  un- 
til his  death,  wliich  occurred  in  Sejitemher, 
18G3.  II is  wife  died  in  May,  1859.  They 
were  industrious,  kind,  good  people,  and  Mi- 
lam county  is  indebted  to  them  for  some  of 
its  best  citizens.  They  had  nine  children, 
all  of  whom  become  grown,  Mrs.  ]\IcCown 
being  tiie  eldest.  She  was  born  in  Missouri 
and  was  five  years  old  when  her  parents 
moved  to  Milam  county.  Here  she  was 
reared,  being  brought  up  on  the  frontier  and 
and  knowing  from  e.xperience  all  the  priva- 
tions and  disad vantaoes  of  frontier  life.  She 
however  is  one  of  those  women  to  whom 
though  reared  in  a wilderness  men  bow  and 
pay  willing  homage,  being  a great  favorite 
with  the  old  settlers  and  in  fact  with  all  who 
know  her.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCown  reside 
now  on  theold  Turnham  homestead,  and  in  a 
house  erected  in  1852  by  Mrs.  McCown’s 
father,  being  the  second  brick  house  built 
north  of  the  old  San  Antonio  road  and  west 
of  the  Trinity  river.  It  was  built  of  bricks 
made  on  the  place,  and  is  still  in  a good  state 
of  preservation.  Here  they  have  raised  their 
family  of  seven  children,  this  being  the  num- 
ber that  reached  maturity  out  of  the  twelve 
born  to  them.  They  are:  Martha  Ann, 

the  wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  A.  Pope  of  Cameron; 
Susan,  the  wife  of  T.  G.  Sampson  of  Milam 
county;  James  Coleman,  deceased;  Margaret 
Chalmers,  the  wife  of  Dr.  V-  E.  II.  Reed  of 
Cameron;  Joshua  Wilson,  deceased;  Robert 
Lee  and  “ Sul  ” Ross. 

Mr.  McCown  has  never  been  in  public 
life,  though  probably  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  iMilam  county,  and  one  whose 
knowledge  and  business  e.xperience  would 
amply  fit  him  fui-  the  successful  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  any  office  to  which  he  mioht 


be  called.  Hut  his  tastes  do  not  run  in  that 
direction.  He  owns  a lai-ge  farm  ueai-  Cam- 
eron, situated  on  Little  river,  to  which  he 
devotes  his  time  and  attention.  He  served 
in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  late 
war,  being  M aster  of  Ti’ansportation  west  of 
the  Mississippi  till  the  fall  of  Vicksburg, 
and  then  he  was  engaged  in  trade  operations 
j with  ^Mexico  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
has  been  a life  lono  Democrat  and  is 

O 

thoroughly  loyal  to  the  principles  of  his 
party.  To  Texas  and  all  its  interests  and  en- 
terprises he  is  devoted  with  that  impulsive 
enthusiasm  and  arduous  attachment  which 
characterizes  those  who  have  followed  the 
State  throuoli  its  struCTwles  from  a few  stra^- 
gling  settlements  on  the  frontier  to  its  pres- 
ent proud  and  prosperous  condition  of  State- 
hood. Mr.  McCown  knew  most  of  the  early 
Texans  of  note,  with  many  of  whom  he  was 
brouo-ht  in  contact  at  one  time  and  another 
during  bis  youth  and  early  manhood.  He  is 
full  of  reminiscences  of  early  days  in  Texas, 
and  if  the  scope  of  this  article  permitted 
numbei-s  of  these  might  be  inserted  here  to 
the  interest  and  edification  of  the  readers  of 
this  volume.  Two  or  three  of  a local  nature 
will  be  given,  because  they  fit  so  appropri- 
ately in  this  place. 

“ Speaking  of  early  events  in  Milam 
county,”  said  Mr.  McCown,  “1  know  of  no 
single  event  that  attracted  so  much  attention 
at  the  time  or  was  the  source  of  more  amuse- 
ment than  what  is  known  amoncr  the  old 
settlers  as  ‘ The  trip  of  the  Washington,’ 
being  the  ascent  up  Little  river  of  the  first 
and  only  steamer  that  ever  plowed  the  waters 
of  that  stream.  The  trip  was  made  in  the 
winter  of  1S50-'51,  and  was  the  conception 
of  mv  fathei',  who  was  then  etmaoed  in 
business  in  Cameron.  It  seems  that  he  had 
mentioned  several  times  to  some  of  his  ac- 
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quaintaiices  tlie  possil)ility  of  navigating 
Little  river  with  small  boats  during  the 
winter  freshets,  but  his  suggestions  had  gen- 
erally met  with  ridicule.  At  last,  just 
after  a particularly  heavy  rain,  when  the 
river  was  considerably  swollen  and  gave 
promise  of  remaining  up  several  days,  he 
hastily  constructed  a shift’  and  put  out  for 
the  lower  Brazos  country  in  search  of  a 
steamer  to  make  the  attempt.  He  secured 
one  at  Washiimton,  called  ‘The  Washino;- 
ton,”  the  ])roperty  of  Captain  Jo.  Woods 
and  commanded  by  Cajitaiu  Hatfield.  The 
trip  was  undertaken  on  the  payment  of  a 
bonus  of  $500  and  a guaranteed  amount  of 
freight  at  stij)ulated  rates.  The  boat  was 
loaded  with  a cargo  of  merchandise,  consist- 
ing of  groceries,  provisions  and  whisky,  and 
the  ascent  begun.  It  did  not  excite  much 
interest  along  the  Brazos,  but  when  Little 
river  was  reached  the  sound  of  a steam 
whistle,  never  heard  before  , in  these  parts, 
instantly  attracted  attention,  • and  when  it 
came  to  be  known  that  a real,  live  steamer, 
duly  equipped  and  fully  loaded  witli  mer- 
chandise, was  in  the  river  making  its  way 
to  Cameron,  curiosity,  quickened  into  inter- 
est and  interest  grew  into  excitement,  gen- 
eral and  prolonged.  My  father,  who  was 
enjoying  something  of  a personal  triumph 
in  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  spared  no 
pains  to  spread  the  news  as  to  what  was 
going  on.  Word  passed  rapidly  from  house 
to  house,  and,  it  being  at  a time  of  year 
when  the  people  were  idle,  crowds  soon  be- 
gan to  flock  to  the  river  banks  from  all  di- 
rections. Men,  women  and  children,  all 
ages,  sexes  and  conditions,  in  all  stages  of 
dress  and  undress-  -a  motley  company  of 
curiosity  seekers  -came  poui’ing  out  from 
the  settlements.  As  the  Washington  puft'ed 
and  wriggled  along  the  winding  stream. 


dodirincr  i\  lot  of  drift-wood  here  and  clear- 
ing  a sharp  angle  there,  knots  of  sight-seers 
would  o-i-eet  it  with  a great  profusion  of 
shouts  and  hurrahs,  and  much  waving  of 
wool  hats  and  calico  bonnets  and  a])rous.  Pas- 
sengers were  taken  on  at  each  stop,  any  one 
being  at  liberty  to  ride,  and  when  stops  were 
not  made  some  of  the  more  ambitious  swam 
out  into  the  idver  on  horseback  and  climbed 
on  the  steamer  while  in  motion.  In  this 
way  the  boat  rapidly  filled  up  until  it  be- 
came a mass  of  surging,  shouting,  rollicking 
humanity.  It  stopped  when  it  reached  the 
shoals,  about  two  miles  and  a half  east  of 
Cameron  and  near  where  I now  live,  was 
made  fast  to  a tree,  and,  in  accordance  with 
instructions,  the  decks  were  cleared  and  a 
general  jubilee  of  feasting  and  dancing  set 
in.  For  two  days  and  nights  this  went  on 
until  all  were  surfeited  \vith  fun  and  frolic, 
when  the  Captain  cleared  away  the  debris, 
turned  the  nozzle  of  the  Washington  down 
stream  and  glided  back  into  the  waters  of 
the  Brazos.  The  event  left  a lasting  im- 
pression on  the  settlers  and  its  incidents 
afforded  topics  for  conversation  for  a long 
time  afterward.” 

“Upon  another  occasion,”  said  Mr.  Mc- 
Cown,  “ when  Little  river  was  on  one  of  its 
periodical  tears,  an  incident  happened  which 
4vas  the  source  of  a good  deal  of  amusement 
among  the  few  settlers  who  were  then  here. 
Three  men — Lee  Davis,  George  Chapman 
and  Bit-nose  Tiobinson — were  out  in  a canoe 
on  some  sort  of  a nautical  expedition  when 
by  some  mischance  their  little  craft  was  ujiset 
and  got  away  from  them.  Little  riwr  tiien, 
as  now,  was  no  respecter  of  property  rights, 
and  frequently  left  its  channel  and  wandei'ed 
around  at  will.  On  the  occasion  mentioned 
it  had  appropriated  most  of  the  surrouiuling 
counti'y,  so  th;it  Davis,  Chapman  ami  liobin- 
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SOM  foiiml  themselves  a coMsi(ieral)le  distance 
from  land  wlien  tlieir  canoe  capsized.  Cliaj)- 
man,  bein^  an  e.\]jeit  swimmer,  made  his 
way  on  driftwood  and  by  swimming  to  the 
sliore,  wliile  Davis  and  Robinson,  being  less 
e.xpert,  sought  safety  in  the  branches  of  a 
tree.  Davis,  younger  and  more  vigorous  than 
Robinson,  secured  the  best  perch,  a large 
limb  which  at  the  juncture  with  the  main 
body  of  the  tree  formed,  a fairly  comfortable 
resting  ])lace.  Robinson,  taking  what  be 
could  get,  perched  on  a small  limb  which  in 
a short  time  got,  as  he  said,  ‘ pretty  sharp.’ 
As  the  day  wore  on  into  the  night,  he  asked 
Davis  to  swap  seats  with  him  fur  awhile,  hut 
Davis  refused.  Davis  did  not  know  how  long 
they  w'ould  have  to  stay  there  waiting  for  the 
waters  to  go  down,  and,  knowing  a good  thing 
when  he  saw  it,  he  was  inclined  to  hold  on 
to  it.  Urged  by  cold  and  fatigue  Robinson 
kept  up  his  importunities  for  a swap,  recall- 
ing to  Davis  their  friendship,  their  com- 
panionship in  niisery,  his  age,  the  possibility 
of  his  becoming  so  benumbed  and  tired  as  to 
fall  off  and  drown  right  before  Davis’  eyes; 
but  none  of  these  things  moved  the  callous- 
hearted  Davis.  He  looked  stolidly  on  the 
turgid  w'aters,  said  nothing  and  continued  to 
roost  high.  Finally  Robinson  said:  ‘ Davis, 
1 don’t  know  whether  we  wdll  ever  live  get 
out  of  this  scrape  or  not,  but  if  we  do  1 am 
going  to  give  you  one  of  the  all-firedest  best 
whippings  you  ever  got.  If  you  ain’t  got 
any  sense,  nor  reason  nor  decency  about  you. 
I’ll  take  it  on  myself  as  your  senior  in  years 
and  your  better  in  manhood,  to  beat  some 
into  you !’ 

“ They  survived,  and  the  next  day  along 
in  the  afternoon  the  water  had  so  far  receded 
that  they  could  wade  out,  which  thev  <lid, 
clambering  over  logs  and  drift,  and  slippery 
banks  and  knolls,  until  thev  reached  teira 


firma.  Once  on  a solid  footing  Robinson, 
though  moi’e  dead  than  alive  from  cold, 
hunger,  fatigue  and  loss  of  slee[),  reminded 
Davis  of  the  j)romise.  The  latter  w’as  very 
much  disposed  to  ‘ hd  by-gones  be  by-gones  ’ 
and  tried  to  make  old  ‘ Rit-tiose  ’ forget  his 
threat  with  a profusion  of  promises  of  refresh- 
ments and  friendship  ever  afterward;  l>ut 
‘Rit-nose’  was  a man  of  his  word,  and  waiviiur 
all  these  things  aside  he  admonished  Davis 
‘to  shed  his  linen,’  at  the  same  time,  as  he 
described  it,  ‘ peeling  and  rolling  in  ’ him- 
self. He  thrashed  Davis  all  over  the  hillside, 
‘everlastingly  walloping  the  vv*rth  ’ with  him 
as  he  afterward  said;  and  everybody  believed 
that  he  did  it,  because  Davis  never  denied  it.” 
Continuing  in  a reminiscent  vein  Mr.  Mc- 
Cown  said:  “ The  citizens  of  Milam  county 
have  always  been  a faiidy  temperate  people, 
not  given,  1 believe,  to  over-indulgence;  but 
men  are  men  the  world  over,  and  I reckon  the 
early  settlers  of  this  county  liked  a ‘ snort  ’ 
of  ‘ mountain  dew  ’ or  something  of  the  kind 
as  well  as  the  common  run  of  men  in  other 
places.  At  any  rate  the  first  barrel  of  whisky 
that  ever  came  across  Little  river  created  a 
wave  of  excitement  that  spread  to  the  father- 
esr  fringe  of  the  settlements,  as  I have  heard 
some  of  the  old  ones  tell,  and  afforded  the 
means  of  one  day’s  solid  enjoyment  in  the 
midst  of  many  of  genuine  hardship  and  priva- 
tion. The  liquor  was  brought  overland  in  a 
‘carry-all’  from  old  Nashville  l>y  a thrifty 
Dutchman  named  Katteidioni.  He  made 
his  fiist  stop  in  the  vicinity  of  Cameron,  at 
the  big  springs  just  east  of  that  place,  that 
being,  however,  before  there  was  any  Cam- 
eron. TTie  settlers  then  were  scattered  mostly 
along  th(‘  rivor  l)ottom  and  on  the  first  table- 
land Irom  a mile  to  a mile  and  a half  east  of 
the  pre>ent  county  seat.  As  soon  as  Katten- 
hoin  got  into  the  settlements  with  his  li(pior 
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word  passed  aioiind  in  tlie  iieii^liborhood,  and 
a lai’ire  dele(nition  of’  the  ‘men  folks’  soon 
gatliered  at  the  hig  s[)ring.  Settlei's  were 
not  flush  with  money  in  those  days  but  they 
knew  how  to  ‘ raise  the  wind  ’ when  occasion 
demanded  as  well  as  people  of  these  times, 
and  so  a self-constitnted  committee  on  ways 
and  moans  immediately  set  about  to  devise  a 
plan  whereby  Kattenhorn’*s  whisky  could  be 
transferred  from  Kattenhorn  to  the  settlers 
and  Katteidiorn  })roperly  remunerated  for  the 
same.  After  considering  two  or  three  schemes 
they  tinally  drew  np  a joint  promissory  note, 
which  was  signed  by  each  of  the  settlers, 
agreeing  to  pay  Kattenhorn  at  a certain  time 
a stated  amount  for  the  li(|uor,  which  he  ac- 
cepted and  thereupon  delivered  to  them  the 
coveted  article.  They  proceeded  to  divide  it 
in  equal  lots,  and  after  having  imbibed  a 
sufficient  quantity  to  put  them  on  their  mettle 
they  instituted  a series  of  foot-races,  the 
stake  being  a quart  a race.  They  drank  and 
ran  and  ran  and  drank  until  all  were  glori- 
ous full  and  happy,  in  which  condition  as 
many  as  could  shouldered  their  jugs  and 
started  for  home,  some  reaching  there  like 
Tam  O’Shanter  to  meet  the  angry  frowns  of 
their  ‘gentle  dames,’  others  falling  by  the 
w'ayside  to  dream  of  foot-races  in  fields  elys- 
ian,  wdiile  still  others  remained  about  the 
spring,  where  I suppose  they  made  good  use 
of  its  cooling  waters  when  they  awoke  from 
their  reveries.  It  should  be  mentioned  that 
they  paid  the  note  to  Kattenhorn  at  matu- 
rity.” 

“ Yes,  yes,”  said  j\Ir.  McCowm,  reaching 
for  his  pipe  and  j)ackage  of  Durham  tobacco; 

the  early  Texans  were  a great  ])eople,  a 
peculiar  people,  perhaps,  but  a great  ami 
a gooil  people,  honest,  brave,  generous,  Ims- 
])itable,  true  to  their  kind  and  faithful  to 
their  country.  They  were  nut  a cidtured 


class  as  culture  now  goes;  but  in  real  man- 
hood  and  womaidiood  I think  they  fairly 
filled  the  measm-e,  and  in  their  rough  strength 
they  were  resistless,  as  history  shows.  Mexi- 
can, Indian,  wild  beast  and  all  natural  ob- 
stacles have  gone  down  before  them  in  their 
steady  march  tow’ard  the  west.  The  world 
will  perhaps  never  see  their  like  again,  as  it 
will  probably  never  see  another  Texas.” 


W.  DUKN,  another  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  Ilurleson  county, 
Texas,  settled  in  this  State  in  18(39, 
after  a long  career  of  travel.  For  a 
few  years  he  lived  in  Milam  county,  where 
he  had  settled  on  160  acres  of  land  and  de- 
veloped a farm.  In  1876  he  sold  out  and 
came  to  his  present  location.  After  renting 
here  for  two  years,  he  bought  a tract  of  land, 
450  acres  in  extent,  thirty-fiv'e  acres  of  which 
were  under  fence.  He  has  sold  off  a portion 
of  this  land,  but  still  retains  280  acres,  200 
acres  of  which  is  fenced  and  140  under  cul- 
tivation, a portion  of  it  being  rented.  Ilis 
farm  products  are  cotton,  corn  and  oats.  He 
raises  sufficient  stock  to  run  the  farm,  and 
also  some  to  sell. 

Mr.  Dunn  w'as  born  near  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina,  October  25,  1833.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  life  in  Alabama  and  received  a good 
education.  He  lived  under  the  parental  i-oof 
until  he  was  twenty-tw'o  years  of  age,  w'hen, 
in  the  fall  of  1855,  he  started  for  California 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  gold  mines  of  that 
country.  lie  mined  there  for  three  years 
and  then  returned  to  his  home,  after  which, 
in  1S60,  he  once  more  visited  California,  and 
while  tlieix' ent(.*u'd  a scouting  company  under 
the  command  of  Captain  doe  Walkei-.  Siib- 
>e([uently  he  went  to  Arizona,  where,  in  com 
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pany  with  otluM's,  lie  discovered  gold  and 
stai’ted  a camp,  which  camp  afterward  grew 
to  he  tlie  capital  of  tlie  State,  J’rescott.  In 
the  following  year  theTerritory  was  organized, 
with  (riovernor  Goodwin  at  the  head  of  affairs. 
About  that  time  the  Indians  became  very 
liostile  and  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  and 
Governor  Arney  of  New  Mexico  liad  a reg- 
iment i-aised  under  tlie  command  of  Colonel 
Kit  Carson  for  the  protection  of  the  settlers. 
]\[r.  Dunn  served  in  this  i-egiment  three 
years — three  years  filled  with  many  thrilling 
e.xperiences  and  narrow  escapes.  He  received 
several  arrow  wounds,  only  one  of  which, 
however,  was  severe.  That  was  in  his  left 
shoulder,  and  he  still  carries  the  scar.  After 
this  Mr.  Dunn  made  a visit  to  his  folks,  who, 
in  the  mean  time  had  inoved  to  Arkansas. 
He  had  married  in  Alabama,  in  1860,  and 
during  his  absence  in  the  far  West  his  wife 
came  with  her  brother  to  Texas.  Joinino- 
her  in  Milam  county,  he  settled  down  to 
farming,  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  Dunn  is  a son  of  Wylie  and  Martin 
(LJorton)  Dunn,  both  natives  of  Korth  Caro- 
lina. His  father  was  a farmer  all  through 
life;  died  in  Arkansas,  October  25,  1863. 
Grandfather  Kobert  Dunn,  also  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  served  in  the  w'ar  of  1812, 
and  his  father  was  a Revolutionary  soldier. 
The  Dunn  family  are  of  Irish  descent,  but 
have  long  been  residents  of  America,  having 
come  to  this  country  with  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 
The  subject  of  our  sketch  still  has  a large 
number  of  relatives  in  North  Carolina.  He 
is  the  oldest  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Three  of  the  family  are  in 
Arkansas,  and  Mr.  Dunn  has  a bi-other,  Sid- 
ney I-,  who  lives  iieighl)ur  to  him. 

He  has  been  twice  iiiari-ied.  His  first  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  lb  Mays,  was 
a daughtei’  of  Joseph  Mays,  of  South  Caro- 


lina, She  died  ,Januai-y  18,  1888,  leaving 
four  children,  viz.;  Nancy  A.,  wife  of  W.  lb 
Porter,  a meichant  of  Sweetwater,  Te.xas; 
and  -loseph  W.,  Isabella  K.  and  Enoch  M., 
at  home.  December  23,  1888,  Mr.  Dunn 
married  a widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Lovelace, 
I daughter  of  AV^illiam  Thorp,  of  Tennessee. 
Her  father  came  to  Texas  at  an  early  day  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  here  until  the  time 
j of  his  death,  dying  when  she  was  small.  Her 
: mother,  nee  Mary  Porter,  w'as  a daughter  of 
Renjamin  Porter,  who  came  to  Texas  in 
. 1847.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Dunn  have  two  sons: 

‘ Julius  11.  and  Albert  AV.,  and  by  her  fiist 
husband  Airs.  Dunn  has  three  children:  AAT. 
C.,  Carry  J.  and  George  C.  Lovelace. 

He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  his  political  views  are  in 
harmony  with  Democratic  principles. 


lAAIES  ELLIOTT,  a successful  farmer  of 
AVilliamson  county,  is  a son  of  Patrick 
and  Nancy  (AIcGee)  Elliott,  natives  of 
the  north  coast  of  Ireland.  In  1830  the  par- 
ents emigrated  to  this  country,  locating  in 
AVashington  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
father  died  about  one  year  later.  The  iimther 
continued  to  reside  there  for  some  years 
among  her  relatives,  the  Lees,  and  finally 
married  James  Alarqnis.  They  located  near 
Alt.  ANu’uon,  Oliio,  where  the  husband  subse- 
quently died,  and  the  mother  then  lived  a 
wi(fow  until  her  death,  in  1872.  Air.  and 
Mrs.  Elliott  were  the  parents  of  six  children, 
viz.;  Alary,  deceased;  Alatthew,  deceaseil; 
Jt)hn,  who  came  to  this  county  with  our  sub- 
ject, died  in  1861,  and  his  family  still  re.-ide 
here;  James,  the  subject  of  this  sketcdi; 
AVilliam,  deceased;  and  the  youngest  child, 
who  died,  on  the  ocean  when  an  infant. 
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James  I'Jliott  was  Ijorn  in  tlie  noi  tli  |iart  ot 
Ireland,  probably  ('ounty  Down,  August  12, 
1824.  After  his  father’s  death  he  made  his 
home  with  Robei’t  McClellan.  Sheriff  of 
Washington  county,  JAmnsyl  van  ia,  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  tlien  went  to  his 
mother  in  Ohio.  AVhile  there  he  served  sev- 
eral yeai-s  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  with  David 
llandolpli,  a noted  contractor  and  buikler,  but 
before  his  term  of  service  had  e.xpired,  in 
company  witli  a young  friend,  Mr.  Elliott 
concluded  to  take  a trip  West.  AVhile  stop- 
ping at  Sandusky,  Oliio,  on  the  way,  the  call 
for  troops  for  the  Mexican  war  was  made, 
and  he  joined  Company  C,  Third  Ohio  A'ol- 
unteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  AVoodruft’,  but 
did  not  participate  in  any  battle.  He  then 
returned  to  Ohio,  wliere  he  remained  with  his 
brother  John  in  Enon  A^alley,  Pennsylvania, 
until  they  came  to  Texas,  in  1855.  Mr.  El- 
liott immediately  purchased  a pre-emption 
claim,  and  now  owns  about  2,200  acres  of 
land,  300  acres  of  which  is  under  a fine  state 
of  cultivation.  At  the  opening  of  the  late 
war  he  had  his  own  and  his  brother’s  family 
to  care  for,  and  he  served  in  the  State  mi- 
litia, along  the  coast,  under  Magruder. 

Mr.  Elliott  was  married  near  Alt.  A^ernon, 
Knox  county,  Ohio,  in  Alay,  1851,  to  Alary 
A.  Sellers.  They  have  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  but  have  raised  two  bovs,  Geoi-cre 
Alarcus  and  Andrew  Anderson.  The  former 
is  married  and  lives  near  our  subject.  An- 
drew Anderson  was  given  a thorough  educa- 
tion, graduated  at  the  Southwestern  Uni- 
versity, at  Georgetown,  and  then  entered  the 
ministry  of  the  Alethodist  Ej)iscopal  Church, 
South.  After  prmiching  a few  years  he  en- 
tered the  school-room,  and  is  now  teachinir 
at  San  Alarcos,  Texas.  Air.  Ellicjtt  votes  with 
the  Democratic  I'arty,  and  socially,  is  a Ko\al 
Arch  Alason,  ludding  the  office  of  Treasurer 


of  both  chapter  and  lodge.  lie  was  twice 
Disti'ict  lE'putv  G.  AI.  and  has  often  served 
as  a deleo'ate  to  theGi'and  Lodge.  Religious- 
ly,  he  is  a Steward  in  the  Alethodist  Church. 


OSEPIl  T.  AlcCUTCIIEOX.— As  a na- 
tive son  of  the  Lone  Star  State,  it  is 
' most  fitting  that  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  should  be  given  a prominent  place  in 
the  pi-esent  history.  Ills  ])areuts,  William 
and  Elizabeth  J.  AIcCutcheon,  are  old  and 
prominent  residents  of  Texas,  widely  known 
and  universally  respected  for  their  many  esti- 
mable qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Travis  county,  January  4,  1847,  and  passed 
his  youth  on  his  father’s  farm,  assisting  in 
developing  the  wild  land.  His  opportunities 
for  obtaining  an  education  were  limited,  as 
the  schools  in  that  day  were  both  scarce  and 
inferior.  However,  with  slight  instruction, 
he  has  by  wide  reading  and  extensive  obser- 
vation gained  a vast  fund  of  practical  infor- 
mation, which  answers  his  purpose  far  better 
than  a large  amount  of  theoretical  knowledge 
not  feasible  of  application.  In  1861  the 
family  removed  to  Lampasas  county,  and  the 
dreadful  vortex  of  civil  strife  swept  into  its 
insatiable  current  his  older  brothers,  who 
entered  the  Confederate  army.  Thus,  being 
the  oldest  son  remaining  at  home,  Joseph 
assumed  the  management  of  his  father’s 
stock,  which  occupation  ke])t  him  away  from 
home  most  of  the  time,  occasionally  in  com, 
pany  with  other  stock-men,  but  often  alone, 
and  at  a distance  from  any  settlement.  This 
lifii  was  lonely  and  dangerous,  as  at  nearly 
every  full  moon  the  Indians  made  periodical 
\ isits  to  the  \ leiuity,  either  to  kill  unpro- 
tected women  and  children,  or  It)  steal  the 
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8tock  wliidi  rouined  tlie  prairies  Avitlioiit  a 
herdsman.  In  this  maimer,  as  a rancer  and 
stockman,  j\Ir.  McC'nteheon  givw  to  man- 
hood.  Ids  ciit-iloor  life  rimderiim  him  ^trono' 
and  athletic  and  innriiin  liim  to  tijil  and 
liardshijis,  while  theconstant  mental  e.xertion, 
foresight,  judgment  and  reflection  which  his 
method  of  living  engendered,  developed  his 
mind  as  thoroughly  as  the  schools  could  have 
done.  * 

In  18G7  he  hegan  the  life  of  a trader, 
making  snccessfnl  drives  over  the  ti-ails  lead- 
ing from  'J'exas  to  the  Western  States  and 
Territories  in  the  years  of  1807,  1809,  1870 
and  1871.  In  1870  he  made  two  drives,  co- 
ing  with  one  herd  from  Lavaca  county  to  j 
Abilene,  Kansas,  and  with  another  from  Will-  j 
iamson  county  to  Baxter  Springs,  Kansas,  j 
reaching  his  home  October  2 from  his  second 
drive.  In  1871  he  purcliased  a farm  and  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  with  reason- 
aide  success,  continuing  to  be  thus  occupied 
until  1881,  when  he  again  took  the  trail  for 
an  older  brother,  driving  a herd  of  cattle 
from  Lavaca  county  first  to  Caldwell,  Kan- 
sas, and  thence  to  Newman’s  ranch,  on  the 
Niobrara  river,  in  Nebraska,  fifty  miles  from 
the  Dakota  line,  returning  to  his  home  by 
way  of  Chicago  and  St.  Louis.  He  then 
again  resumed  the  occfipation  of  farming  and 
stock-raising,  which  he  followed  consecutively 
until  1893.  lie  then  discontinued  stock- 
dealing, and,  in  connection  with  farming, 
has  since  followed  the  hardware  business  in 
Hutto,  which  undertaking  has  proved  most 
satisfactory. 

December  1,  1809,  Mr.  McCntcheon  was 
married  to  Aliss  Annie  C.  Evans,  a damditer 
of  W.  T.  Evans,  a jiioneer  of  Texas.  They 
have  had  eight  children:  'William  T..  in 

business  with  his  father;  the  second  child 
died  in  infancy;  ICatie  E.,  John,  Joseph  J., 


Beau  Keneth,  Alary  8.  and  Annie  Certrudo. 
Both  Air.  and  Airs.  AlcCutchcon  are  devout 
and  useful  members  of  the  Cumberland  Pres 
byterian  Chui'ch. 

Politically,  Air.  AlcCutchcon  is  an  ardent 
prohibition  Democnit.  He  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Earmers’  Alliance  from  the 
time  of  its  organization  in  Williamson  county 
until  1891,  when  he  withdrew  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  office  as  President  of  the 
County  Alliance,  by  reason  of  political  dis- 
sensions in  that  l)ody\  Eraternally,  he  is 
identified  with  the  A.  E.  & A.  AI.  and  the 
A.  O.  U.  AV.  He  has  been  highly  success- 
ful and  uses  his  means  to  the  best  advantage 
in  the  education  of  his  children  and  in  sur- 
rounding his  family  with  all  home  comforts, 
while  his  hand  is  evei‘  open  to  the  calls  of 
cliarity  and  the  aiding  of  all  projects  tending 
to  advance  the  interests  of  his  community 
and  State. 

ENRY  PRICE,  a farmer  of  William- 
son county,  is  a son  of  George  AY. 
and  Annie  (Autry)  Price.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Sterling  Price, 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  after  the 
Revolutionary  war  moved  to  A^irginia,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  Early  in  the  present 
century'  he  emigrated  to  Perry  county, 
Alabama,  and  afterward  to  Benton  county, 
same  State,  where  he  subsequently  died. 
George  AY.  Price  was  liorn  in  I’erry  county, 
but  was  raised  in  Benton  county.  He  was 
married,  in  the  latter  county  in  1812,  to 
Anna  Autry,  who  was  born  and  raised  in  St. 
Clair  county,  Alabama.  They  had  eight  chil- 
ren,  viz.:  Henry,  our  subject;  Lucinda,  now 

Airs.  Shelton,  who  resides  near  Pine  Blulf, 
Arkansas;  G.  AY.,  of  -lohnson  county.  Texas; 
Alexander,  Martha,  and  Martin,  deceased; 
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Aiigelitie,  lunv  jMie.  Xidiols,  and  residing 
iieai’  (tIcmi  liose,  d'exas;  and  Andrew  .1.,  also 
of  that  place.  'I’Ik!  mother  died  in  Denton, 
now  Calhoun  county,  Alabama,  in  184-2,  and 
the  father  afterward  again  mari  ied.  Ilis  death 
occurred  at  Pine  Blntt',  Arkansas,  in  ISGO. 
lie  was  a fanner  by  occupati(.)n,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Daj)tist  Church. 

Henry  Price,  the  subject  of  this  sketcli, 
was  boni  in  Denton  county,  Alabama, 
Decern bei’  24,  1832.  His  motlier  died  when 
he  was  ten  years  of  age,  and  two  years  later 
he  was  bound  out  to  a Mr.  Meharg,  who  raised 
him  as  his  own  child.  In  1854  he  came  to 
Te.xas,  and  first  found  employment  in  a brick- 
yard in  Austin,  remaining  there  about  two 
years.  July  28,  1856,  Mr.  Price  located  on 
liis  present  fartn  of  550  acres  in  Williamson 
county,  ninety  acres  of  the  same  being  under 
a good  state  of  cultivation.  He  remained  on 
this  place  until  in  August,  1892,  when  he 
moved  to  Liberty  Hill,  for  the  purpose  of 
educating  his  children.  At  the  opening  of 
the  late  war  Mr.  Price  enlisted  as  a private 
in  Company  Dj  Thirtieth  Texas  Cavalry, 
served  about  four  years  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Poison  Springs,  Roseville,  Cabin 
Creek,  Camden,  etc.  He  was  never  wounded 
or  captured. 

In  18()1.  in  Williamson  county,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Almira  Renick 
They  had  three  children:  T.  IV.,  of  this 

county;  Eva,  wife  of  J.  P.  Hoskins;  and 
Minide,  now  Mrs.  C.  C.  Fitzgerald,  of  Gon- 
zales  county,  Texas.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  May.  1867,  and  July  30,  1874,  in  this 
county,  Mr.  Price  married  Margaret  Sterling, 
of  Irish  descent,  and  raised  in  .lohnson 
county,  M is^oui'i.  Her  ])aternal  great-grand- 
father came  from  1 rcland  to  the  Hnited  States, 
locating  in  Kentucky,  whei'e  the  grandfather,  i 
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' -latnes  Sterlimr,  was  raiscal.  The  latter  aftei’- 
! ward  located  in  Temnessee,  and  later  in  Mis- 
stmri.  'The  pai'cnts  of  Mi-s.  Price  had  six 
children,  four  now  liviim, — Jane,  now  Mrs. 
Gallat,  of  Caldwell  county,  4’exas;  Margaret, 
tiow  Mrs.  Place;  Annie,  now  Mi’s.  Ivirk,  of 
Marble  Falls,  this  State;  and  Ellen,  wife  of  a 
Mr.  Darton,  of  New  Mexico.  Our  subject 
and  wife  have  two  children, — Neely  and 
Nannie.  In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  Price 
atfiliates  with  the  Democratic  party;  socially, 
is  a Master  Mason;  and  religiously  an  Elder 
in  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church. 

Lews  E.  walker,  who  has  re- 

I cently  taken  up  his  abode  in  AVill- 

1 iamson  county,  Texas,  is  a highly 

respected  citizen  of  Rice’s  Crossing,  and  a 
most  agreeable  and  popular  gentleman.  A 
brief  sketch  of  his  life  is  here  appended: 

As  far  as  known  by  our  subject  the  Walker 
family  found  its  first  home  in  Kentucky.  It 
was  there  that  Federal  Walker,  fatherof  Lewis 
E.,  was  born,  in  1800.  The  famous  county  of 
Rourbon  was  his  native  county.  There  l;e 
grew  to  manhood  and  there  he  was  permitted 
to  get  not  more  than  a smattering  of  an  edu 
cation.  His  father  was  a fanner,  and  Federal 
learned  well  the  business  and  followed  it  most 
profitably,  when  the  responsibility  of  his  own 
condition  was  thrust  upon  him.  About  the 
year  Missouri  took  her  j)Osition  in  the  gal- 
axy of  States,  ]\Ir.  ATalker  left  his  old  “ blue 
grass”  home  and  settled  on  a New  Madrid 
claim  in  Howard  county,  within  the  bound- 
aries of  the  new-made  State.  Prosperity 
attended  him  in  every  tdlort  hci'e  and  he  be- 
came one  of  the  largest  lande<l  men  in  the 
county.  1L‘  possessed  great  energy,  but  he 
did  not  <ledieate  it  all  to  the  u.'.e  of  his  plant- 
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Jitioiis.  In  iiis  yoiitliful  days  lie  liad  attended 
i-eliool  merely  enoiiffh  to  Inx'ed  in  liiin  an  in- 
oi'dinate  apjietite  for  kno\vledn;e.  This  appe- 
tite he  attempted  to  satiate.  He  siiiTonnded 
himself  with  jiajier.s  and  magazines  and 
jiosted  himself  on  the  current  events  and 
the  progress  of  science  and  invention,  ami, 
incidentally,  something  of  politics.  Hooks 
were  his  favorite  companions.  He  seemed 
to  have  no  amhition  to  enter  |mhlic  life,  and 
we  presume  never  allowed  his  name  to  he 
used  in  connection  with  any  otHce. 

Federal  \Talker  manded  Sallie  Dnnn,  one 
of  a family  of  eight  children  of  Lewis  Dunn. 
They  had  children,  as  follows:  John,  a farmer 
and  for  eight  years  State  Auditor  of  Missouri; 
It.  D.,  a farmer  and  a veteran  of  the  Me.xi- 
can  war;  Thomas,  also  a farmei';  L.  E.;  Nan- 
nie, wile  of  Dr.  Watt  Lenore;  and  j\[ary. 
Federal  Walker  was  the  oldest  of  his  father’s 
chiidren,  the  others  being:  Malinda,  who 
married  Dr.  Chaides  Dawson;  lArmelia; 
George,  a trader;  and  Jefferson,  a planter. 

Lewis  E.  Walker,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Howard  county,  Missouri,  September  20, 
1S29,  just  nine  years  after  his  native  State 
was  dropped  from  the  category  of  Territories. 
Ilis  opportunities  for  intellectual  advance- 
ment were  of  the  first  order,  hut  voung  Lewis 
was  not  endowed  with  a disposition  that 
would  submit  to  a sedentary  life  even  for 
the  brief  period  of  si.\  hours  a day.  There 
was  no  delight  in  the  schoolroom  for  him. 
When  admonished  by  his  father  as  to  the 
beauties  and  value  of  an  education,  his  reply 
was,  ‘-Pa,  I know  enough.”  He  i-emaincd 
at  hojne  until  his  majority  was  reached, 
when  he  emhai-ked  in  the  occup  itjon  of  his 
father,  and  pursued  it  in  his  native  county 
till  1873.  He,  like  his  father,  was  a .slave 
owner;  but  he  took  no  part  in  the  struggle 
which  led  to  the  freedom  of  the  slaves. 


Mr.  Walker  sought  d’exas  as  a place  of  res- 
id(mce  in  1S73.  He  was  first  located  in  one 
of  the  Western  counties  and  was  engaged  for 
a few  yeais  in  the  wool  business,  but  for  the 
past  decade  <>r  moi'e  he  has  given  his  atten- 
tion t(j  the  cultivation  and  im[)rovement  of 
his  admirable  tract  of  300  acres.  His  home 
is  beautiful  and  attractive,  and  is  the  abiding 
]Jace  of  a worthy  family.  January,  20,  1850, 
Mr.  AValker  married  Nancy,  a daughter  of 
Porter  Jackman  and  nee  Mary  Arnold.  Mi', 
and  Mrs.  flackman  had  a family  as  follows: 
Mark,  deceased;  Elizabeth,  who  married  John 
McKinney;  John,  deceased ; Nancy;  Hannah, 
the  wife  of  N.  G.  Mitchel  of  Poone  county; 
Mary,  who  wedded  Mr.  Nichols;  William; 
Susan,  who  married  E.  McClure,  of  Sedalia, 
Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  ATalker  are  the  par- 
ents of  Fayette,  born  October  17,  1852,  now 
living  with  his  father;  C.  C.,  born  Novem- 
ber 25,  1854,  deceased  September  13,  1891, 
leaving  a wife  and  four  children;  AV.  C., 
born  October,  1856,  died  in  August,  1890, 
leaving  a widow  and  five  children;  Sallie, 
died  in  1880;  Etfie,  who  died  in  1879;  and 
Annie,  who  died  in  1882.  The  oldest  son, 
Fayette,  married  Miss  Lucy  Sims  and  they 
have  two  children. 

The  AA^alker  family  are  contented  and 
happy,  as  will  be  observed  by  a visit  to 
their  residence,  and  are  a most  w'orthy  and 
desirable  addition  to  the  population  of  this 
great  State. 

A[.  DEAN.  — On  the  banks  of  the  Po- 
tomac river,  eighty  miles  west  of  the 

1 citv  of  Paltimore,  in  AVashington 

county,  Maiyland,  El  wood  AI.  Lean,  son  uf 
Benjamin  and  Alinerva  (Resley)  Bean,  was 
born,  on  January  5,  1839.  In  the  same  place 
his  parents  were  also  born,  ami  back  through 
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sevei’Jil  (xeiieratioiis  into  the  curly  settled 
families  of  that  histoidc  locality  his  ancestry 
runs.  The  Mcl’eans,  from  which  he  descend- 
ed on  his  father’s  side,  were  originally  from 
Scotland ; the  Kesleys  from  England.  Both 
were  strong  religionists,  the  McBeans  being 
stanch  Presbyterians,  the  liesleys  Episco- 
palians. Both  were  large  land  and  slave  owners, 
and  lived  in  the  splendid  style  that  charactei’- 
ized  the  living  of  the  well-to-do  peoj)le  of 
their  class  in  atite-bellnm  days. 

The  death  of  his  j^arents,  the  father  in 
1849  and  the  mother  in  1855,  together  with 
reverses  in  pidvate  fortune,  brought  Elwood 
M.  Bean  in  1850  to  Texas,  then  a youth  just 
turning  into  his  eighteenth  year.  Ilis  pre- 
vious training  had  not  been  such  as  to  fit  him 
in  the  best  possible  manner  fur  the  rugged 
experiences  that  awaited  him,  Init  he  was 
prepared  in  purpose  for  this  and  he  took 
up  tlie  new  life  with  reailiness.  Locating 
in  Milam  county,  he  went  to  work  on  a 
farm,  where  he  was  steadily  and  profitably 
employed  until  the  opening  of  the  late  war. 
He  entered  tlie  Confederate  service  in  August, 
1801,  enlisting  in  Company  G,  Fifth  Texas. 
He  served  with  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, taking  part  in  the  peninsular  campaign, 
the  seven  days’  fight  around  Ricliniond,  second 
Manassas,  Boonesboro  Mountains,  Sharps- 
burg  and  on  to  Gettysburg,  where  he  lost 
his  right  arm  and  was  captured  July  3,  1803. 
He  lay  in  prison  ten  months  in  Baltimore, 
Fort  McHenry  and  Point  Lookout,  when  he 
was  exchanged,  placed  in  the  reserve  corps 
and  sent  West  to  report  to  General  E.  Kirby 
Smith,  then  commandinu;  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi  Department.  Here,  under  authority 
from  General  ,1.  B.  Rohinson,  commanding 
the  resene  cor[>s  of  Texas,  he  raised  a 
battalion  from  the  counties  of  Washinu-ton, 
Burleson,  Milam,  Falls,  Bell  and  McLennan, 


of  which  he  was  commissioned  Major.  With 
this  force,  made  np  nmstly  of  old  men  and 
boys  to  the  number  id'  about  400,  l\lajor 
Bean  was  I'endezvousing  at  l\[oseley's  I'erry 
on  the  Brazos,  making  active  pi-eparation  to 
go  to  the  front,  when  he  received  news  of  Lee’s 
surrender,  in  April,  18G5. 

The  war  over,  he  took  np  his  i-esidence 
again  in  Milam  county,  where,  in  1808,  he 
married  a daughter  of  one  of  the  old  citizens 
of  the  county,  and  for  a mimber  of  years 
encraged  in  farming.  In  1880  he  became  a 
candidate  for  County  Assessor.  A shai'ply 
contested  race  resulted  iti  almost  a tie  vote, 
and  the  County  Commissioners’  Court,  after 
two  days’  canvassing  and  deliberating,  ten- 
dered the  certificate  of  election  to  Major  Bean, 
which  he  declined,  with  the  recpiest  that  it 
be  given  to  his  opponent,  which  was  done. 
He  then  went  into  the  County  Clerk’s  oifice 
as  Deputy  under  W.  M.  Baines,  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  years,  when  he  again  became 
a candidate  for  the  office  of  County  Treasurer, 
to  which  he  was  elected  by  a safe  majority. 
This  was  in  1888.  In  1890  he  was  re-elected 
by  a practically  unanimous  vote,  and  in  1892, 
in  one  of  the  most  hotly  contested  races  ever 
witnessed  in  the  county,  he  received  the 
largest  vote  polled  in  the  county  and  beat  his 
opponent  something  over  900  votes.  Major 
Bean  is  a most  efficient  officer  and  a de- 
servedly popular  citizen.  No  man  in  Milam 
county  has,  or  perhaps  ever  had,  as  firm  a 
hold  upon  the  people  of  the  county  as  he  has. 
His  unaffected  ways,  his  hearty  manner  and 
generous,  impulsive  nature  have  made  him 
admired  and  beloved  of  all  classes  and  condi- 
tions of  men.  Never  a fellow- man,  whatever 
his  politics,  color  or  condition  in  life,  that 
asked  a favor  of  him  but  it  was  granted,  if 
it  was  in  his  power  to  grant  it.  While  a 
Democrat  in  j)olitical  faith,  he  is  broad  and 
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lUSTOliY  OF  THXAIS. 


proai'ossivo  ill  his  views.  'I'lie  same  cutlio- 
licity  of  s])irit  :il.so  eharactei’izcs  iiis  way  of 
thinking  on  social,  religions  and  economic 
(juestions,  his  mind  otieiang  a generous  lios- 
pitality  to  the  thonglits  of  others  and  Ids 
lieart  lieatiim  in  unison  witli  tlie  best  im- 
pulses  of  the  age. 


f)  ().  A.\M.  II.  E.  WILLSON,  of  the  firm 
of  Willson  Brothers,  jiroprietors  of  the 
Taylor  Te.\an,  of  Taylor,  are  sons  of 
' II.  I.  and  Elizabeth  (^Otwell)  Willson, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  They  came  to  Te.xas  in 
1853,  locating  in  Coryell  county,  but  a short 
time  afterward  removed  to  Cherokee  county, 
where  they  remained  until  the  close  of  the 
late  war.  At  the  opening  of  that  struggle 
Mr.  Willson  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
Southern  States,  and  in  1801  joined  Colonel 
Hubbard’s  regiment,  was  attached  to  General 
Walker’s  brigade,  and  was  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant of  his  company.  He  was  never 
wounded  or  captured.  After  the  close  of  hos- 
tilities he  was  engaged  in  school-teaching  for 
some  years,  and  then,  being  a civdl  engineer 
by  profession,  accepted  a position  from  the 
Houston  & Texas  Central  Railroad  Company, 
He  also  located  the  road  from  Waco  to  Bre- 
mond,  assisted  in  locating  and  surveying 
towns  on  the  Houston  & Texas  Central  rail- 
road, and,  on  account  of  ill  health,  retired 
from  railroad  work  in  1874.  He  afterward 
resumed  school-teaching  for  a time.  He  was 
elected  County  Surveyor  of  Milam  county  in 
1888.  Mr.  Willson  now  resides  in  Taylor, 
Texas.  His  first  wife  died  in  1869.  They 
had  the  following  children:  P.  O.,  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Willson  Brothers;  Mattie  L., 
wife  of  H.  A.  Crossett,  of  Jones  county;  II. 
E.,  the  second  member  of  the  firm  of  IVillsou 
Brothers,  Erank,  deceaseil;  and  Ered  W.,  of  | 


ATaco.  In  1873  Mr.  Willson  again  married, 
beino'  united  to  Miss  Allie  Denman,  a native 
' of  Calvei-t,  Texas.  They  had  three  children: 
II.  L,  Olive  I),  and  ,Iobide  S. 

P.  ().  AVillson  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, in  1853.  lie  was  educated  at  differ- 
ent points  througbont  Texas.  In  1872  he 
was  employed  in  the  {)rinting  office  of  the 
Belton  Journal,  edited  by  Captain  J.  G.  Batt, 
and  there  remained  eight  years.  In  1880  he 
purchased  the  Belton  Couriei',  but  two  years 
afterward  his  office  was  destroyed  by  tire,  and 
he  lost  his  entire  possessions  accumulated 
during  ten  years.  Mr.  Willson  then  accepted 
a position  on  the  Cameron  Herald,  and  for 
three  years  was  editor-in-chief  of  that  paper. 
In  1885  he  started  a job  printing  office  in 
Rockdale,  and  September  1,  1886,  in  com- 
pany with  his  brother,  H.  E.  AMillson,  he 
purchased  ihe  Taylor  Texan,  forming  the 
present  partnership  of  AYillson  Brothers. 
This  paper  was  at  first  conducted  in  a small 
room  over  the  National  bank,  with  a circula- 
tion of  about  600,  but  in  1890  they  erected 
their  present  magnificent  two-story  brick 
building  on  Broad  street,  where  they  now 
have  one  of  the  finest  offices  to  be  found  in 
any  small  town  in  Central  Texas.  They  have 
the  celebrated  Cranston  steam  power  press. 
The  building  and  machinery  is  valued  at 
320,000.  and  the  entire  outfit  was  purchased 
in  1886  for  $750.  The  firm  also  owns  con- 
siderable real  estate  in  Taylor. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married  in  1883,  to  Miss 
Delia  Goode,  of  Belton,  Texas,  a daughter  of 
Dr.  Goode,  deceased,  whose  widow  still  re- 
sides in  Belton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willson  have 
had  four  children;  Roy,  deceased;  Herbert 
G.;  Lottie  and  a babe  unnanuHl.  Mr.  Will- 
so)i  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  this 
city,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church, 
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II.  E.  Will  soil  Wiis  Idirii  ill  Cherokee  county, 
Te.\as,  ill  18oS,  uml  received  his  eilucation  at 
(lilfereiit  jilace.s  in  Texas.  At  tin;  a^e  of 
twenty  years  he  entered  the  |)rintinu-  otlice  of 
the  .Helton  Courier,  under  his  lirother,  Ih  O. 
Willson,  and  there  learned  his  trade.  In 
188()  he  came  to  Taylor,  and  I'oriued  a part- 
nership  with  his  brother,  as  before  mentioned. 
Mr.  Willson  was  married  in  1886,  to  Miss  Ida 
Ross,  a daughter  of  Mat  and  Catherine 
(Maxey)  lioss.  Her  grandfather  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  judges  of  the  State  and  Republic 
of  Texas,  and  was  well  known  in  the  early 
liistoi’}'  of  this  State.  Our  suliject  and  wife 
have  five  children : Harold,  Ross  M.,  Eliza- 
beth L.,  Margery  and  one  unnamed.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  W'illson  are  members  of  the  Rajitist 
Church,  and  the  former  also  affiliates  with 
the  K.  of  H. 

ALVIN  ROGERS  HOLT.^More  than 
a century  ago,  in  the  days  of  Daniel 
Roone,  when  the  beautiful  “ barrens  ” 
and  fertile  valleys  of  the  great  Southwest 
were  being  rapidly  filled  with  adventurous 
settlers  from  the  older  States,  there  arrived  in 
central  Kentucky  one  Drury  Holt,  who  took 
up  his  residence  in  one  of  the  numerous  set- 
tlements then  being  formed  and  gave  the 
strength  and  vigor  of  his  manhood  to  the 
work  of  helping  to  subdue  the  savages  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  great  common- 
wealth which  sprang  up  from  the  colonies 
planted  by  Boone,  Harrod,  Shelliy  and  their 
compatriots.  Drury  Holt  was  a type  of  his 
kind,  a powerful,  muscular  man,  bold,  active 
and  energetic,  fond  of  sports  and  a social 
favorite,  the  kind  of  a man  to  gather  around 
him  a strong  following  of  ardent  and  sym- 


jiathetic  admirei's  and  to  he  a cuns[)icuous 
character  at  all  neiohhorhood  oathcri mys. 

! Ho  was  not  a piditician  nor  a seeker  after 
militai-y  glory,  but  an  unam hitious,  and,  ex- 
cepting his  claims  as  a wrestlei’,  boxer  and 
runner,  an  unassuming  citizen.  He  was 
probaldy  manded  when  he  settled  in  Ken- 
tucky, and  there  subsei^uently  reared  his 
family.  His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Rogers, 
and  by  her  he  had  six  children,  all  of  whom 
became  <rrown  and  raised  families.  The  eldest 

O 

and  youngest  of  these,  Danswell  and  Drury, 
were  sons,  the  remaindei'  beino  daughters. 
Mollie  was  married  to  John  Ryan  Henry, 
Patty  to  Joseph  Ryan,  Lucy  to  David  Tramell 
and  the  youngest  to  Daniel  Neal.  Drury 
inhei'ited  a great  deal  of  his  father’s  physical 
and  social  make-up.  In  middle  life  he  turned 
his  attention  to  religion  and  politics  and  be- 
came a prominent  minister  of  the  Church  of 
the  Disciples  and  a man  of  some  public  note. 

Danswell  Holt  was  born  in  Kentucky,  in 
1794,  and  was  reared  in  his  native  State.  He 
married  a Miss  Alice  AV right  and  had  eight 
children:  Susan,  who  was  married  to  Joel 
Scott,  and  now  resides  in  Carroll  county, 
Arkansas;  Patty,  who  was  married  to  Rich- 
ard Clark,  and  resides  in  Kentucky;  Betty, 
who  was  married  to  Abram  Speers,  and  re 
sides  in  Carroll  county,  Arkansas;  Henry, 
who  lives  in  Carroll  county,  Arkansas;  Isharn, 
who  lives  at  Silver  City,  New  Mexico;  Lar- 
kin, who  lives  in  Carroll  county,  Arkansas; 
Calvin  Rogers,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
and  Lucinda,  the  wife  of  John  Rutledge,  of 
Carroll  county,  Arkansas.  The  father  died 
in  Cumbei'land  county,  Kentucky,  in  1844. 
The  mother  died  in  Carroll  county,  Arkansas, 
about  1877  or  ’78.  The  father  was  a quiet, 
moral  man,  but  not  connected  with  any  relig- 
ous  denomination.  The  mother  was  a life- 
long member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
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Cah  ill  lio^ers  Holt,  with  whom  this  article 
is  mainly  (•.oiicenied,  was  horn  near  (himher- 


Fehniary  Id,  1824.  He  was  reared  in  his 
native  couiitv-  His  boyhood  ami  early  youth 
were  passed  on  his  lather’s  farm.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-four  he  married,  settled  him- 
self and  began  earing  for  a separate  house- 
liold.  Four  years  later,  in  1852,  he  came  to 
Te.Kas  and  loeateil  in  lliirleson  county',  resid- 
ing for  two  y'cars  on  Davidson  creek,  a short 
distance  southeast  of  Caldwell.  He  then 
purchased  land  on  Yellow  prairie,  where  he 
settled  and  has  since  resided.  Forty  years 
ago,  w'lien  Mr.  Holt  took  up  his  residence 
where  he  now  lives,  the  north  and  western 
part  of  Burleson  county  was  very  sparsely 
settled,  practically  unimproved,  and  still  sub- 
ject to  occasional  visits  from  straggling  bands 
of  Indians.  His  nearest  neighbors  then  were: 
Ale-Kander  Thompson,  William  Wilkerson, 
Isaiah  Courtney  and  George  R.  Lewis.  None 
of  tliese  knew  much  about  frontier  life  ex- 
cept Mr.  Lewis.  He  had  spent  a number  of 
years  on  the  border  and  was  the  main-stay” 
of  the  settlement  on  matters  of  common 
interest.  All  of  these  except  Mr.  Holt  are 
now  dead. 

There  being  no  railroads  in  the  State  at 
that  date  a great  deal  of  freighting  was  going 
on  from  Houston  to  interior  points,  and  Mr. 
Holt  early  sought  employment  in  this  busi- 
ness. He  was  profitably  engaged  in  this  for 
a number  of  years,  making  several  trips  to 
southwestern  Texas,  and  two,  diirino’  the  wai', 
to  the  Rio  Grande  country,  where  he  pur- 
chased salt  and  coffee,  which  he  bi'ouoht  back 
and  distributed  amono  the  settlers.  After 
the  war  he  took  advantage  of  the  prosperous 
times,  and,  in  stock  and  farming,  made  con- 
siderable money,  most  of  vvhich  he  in\esteil 
in  land  and  cattle, and  thus  laid  the  foundation 


ot  that  sm-ct“ss  which  has  since  fallen  to  his 
lot.  IMr.  Holt  now  owns  about  1,500  aci'es 
of  land,  two-thir<l.'  of  which  lies  in  Burleson 
county,  the  remainder  in  IMilain  county,  about 
200  acres  of  which  are  in  cultivation.  llis 
place  on  Ytdlow  prairie,  near  the  laiilway  sta- 
tion of  that  name,  is  well  improved  and  well- 
stocked.  Mr.  Holt  has  inheidted  from  his 
Kentucky  ancestors  the  love  of  fine  stock, 
which  has  made  that  State  famous  the  world 
over.  It  is  conceded  that  he  raises  the  finest 
mules  in  Burleson  county.  He  is  devoted 
to  farming,  stock-raising  and  kindred  pur- 
suits, in  which  he  has  met  with  good  success. 
Public  matters  receive  a fair  share  of  liis  at- 
tention, but  he  has  never  held  any  public 
office  and  has  never  cared  to.  In  the  social, 
moral,  educational  and  religious  welfare  of 
the  community  in  which  he  resides,  he  has 
always  shown  a marked  interest,  and  has  con- 
tributed liberally  of  his  means,  his  time  and 
his  personal  effort  toward  building  these  up. 
He  has  been  a member  of  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  for  years,  this  faith 
coming  to  him  naturally  from  pious  parents. 
He  is  no  master  in  religious  debate  nor  seeker 
after  vain  things  in  scriptural  analysis,  be- 
lievintj  rather  in  the  oroad  and  benevolent 
teachiiurs  of  Christianitv  and  the  univeral 

D •' 

brotherhood  of  man. 

In  politics  he  is  independent,  having  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket  most  of  his  life,  but 
is  not  wedded  to  the  party. 

Mr.  Holt  has  been  twice  married,  his  first 
marriage  occurring  in  Cumbeidand  county, 
Kentucky,  in  Febniai-y,  1843,  when  he  wed- 
detl  Miss  Oney  Bow,  a daughter  of  John 
Bow.  This  lady  was  born  in  Cumberland 
county,  Kentucky,  ami  died  in  Burleson 
county,  Texas,  in  1871.  She  left  seven  chil- 
dren: Alice,  who  was  first  married  to  Green 
Stilwell,  and  after  his  death  to  Henry  C.  Dil- 
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lard;  Millie,  wlio  was  iiuuried  to  Joliii  liob- 
iiisoii;  I'lorenee,  tlie  widow  of  Koliei't  Ken- 
ton; Jolf;  Calvin  li.,  Charles  and  lietty,  the 
wife  of\Valter  Dickinson.  In  1877  Mr.  Holt 
marided  Miss  Crmidy  Teel,  dauohter  of  Oph 
and  Itetty  I’eall.  The  children  of  the  last  j 
union  are:  Mary,  Lillie,  Dallie,  William, 

lingers,  Mattie,  Annie,  May  and  Carney. 


jOIIN  II.  W1  LLl  AMS,  afarmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Williamson  comity,  l\«as, 
is  a son  of  G.  W.  and  Snsanah  (Ijerry) 
"Williams,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  ] 
paternal  grandfatliei',  Jesse  Williams,  who  was 
probably  a native  of  Ireland,  after  coming  to 
this  country,  resided  in  one  of  tlie  Carolinas, 
took  part  in  the  Ilevolntionai-y  war,  and  after- 
ward went  to  Indiana,  where  he  subsequently 
died.  G.  AV.  Williams  was  born  and 
raised  in  Indiana,  where  he  was  married  in  the 
late  ’20s.  lie  lived  in  Orange  county,  that 
State,  until  1840,  in  that  year  moved  to  Ben- 
ton county,  Missouri,  and  in  1848  to  Titus 
county,  locating  on  the  southern  fork  of  the 
Redriver,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 
Eight  years  later  he  settled  in  the  neighbor- 
hood where  our  subject  now  lives.  The  father 
died  here,  February  13,  1881,  the  mother 
having  departed  this  life  in  eastern  Te.xas,  in 
1846.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  had  five  chil- 
dren: Sarah,  widow  of  Mr.  Adams,  of  Burnet 
county,  Texas;  Nancy,  deceased,  John  II., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Susan,  living  in 
Burnet  county;  and  Willie,  deceased.  Mrs. 
AVilliams  was  married  previous  to  this  union, 
and  had  six  children.  After  her  death  Mr. 
Williams  mari’ied  a widow  with  three  chil- 
di'en,  and  they  became  parents  of  live  children, 
making  four  sets  of  children  in  the  family. 
M.  Williams  was  a memhei'  of  the  Meth- 
odist Chnrch,  and  a life-long  Democrat. 


i John  II.  AVilliams  was  born  in  Oi-atme 

' o 

■ county,  Indiana,  December  20,  1833,  and 

i accompanied  the  family  in  their  various  moves. 
In  1837  he  located  in  Williams  county,  on  his 
pi’csent  farm,  consisting  of  0-15  acres,  where 
he  is  also  eima^ed  in  stock- raisino-.  In  1878, 
he  erected  his  beautiful  and  commodious 
residence.  In  1802  Mr.  ATilliams  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Thirtieth  Texas  Cavalry,  and 
served  for  thi'ee  years  in  the  Trans-AIissis=ippi 
Depai'tment,  engaged  principally  in  scouting 
duty.  He  lias  always  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in  politics,  and  in  1880  was  elected  Com- 
missioner of  his  district,  servino  one  term  of 
two  years.  In  1884  he  was  again  elected  to 
that  position,  and  served  two  terms.  Duidng 
his  administration  the  jail  question  was  agi- 
tated, and  resulted  in  the  erection  of  the 
present  safe  and  commodious  building,  Mr. 
AV^illiams  having  been  a prominent  worker 
in  its  favor. 

February  14,  1855,  in  Titus  county,  Texas, 
onr  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah 
E.  McCrovey,  who  was  born  in  Pettis  county, 
Missouri,  but  raised  in  Titus  county,  Texas. 
Her  gi'andfathers  on  both  sides  were  natives 
of  Ireland.  Grandfather  James  McCrovey 
located  in  South  Carolina,  where  he  raised 
his  family.  Samuel  McCrovey,  the  father  of 
Mrs.  AAi’^illiams,  located  in  Missouri  when  u 
young  man,  was  there  married  to  Jane  C. 
Brown,  and  when  Mrs.  AA^illiams  was  six 
months  old  they  came  to  Texas,  locating  in 
Red  River  county.  The  parents  both  died  in 
Titus  county.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  had 
six  children,  as  follows:  Susan  E.,  at  home; 
-1.  II.,  who  has  served  for  the  past  four  years 
as  secretary  and  steward  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  Institute  of  Austin;  Samuel  A.,  a 
grocer  of  this  county;  Mary  AL,  decease<l; 
Mary  E..  deceased ; and  Lillie  A.,  at  home. 
In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  AVilliams  is  a 
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Democrat  of  the  old  school,  but  votes  for  the 
man  ami  principle.  Socially  he  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  holding  his  meinbershii)  in  Mt. 
Iloreb  Lodge,  No.  137.  lie  has  tilled  all 
the  important  offices  in  the  blue  lodge,  ami 
some  of  the  offices  in  the  chapter.  Relig- 
iously, he  is  a Deacon  in  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church. 


T|If  ENRY  SMILIE,  an  old  Texan  and  a 
prosperous  farmer  residing  on  the 
J t edge  of  the  Brazos  bottom  in  the 
F vicinity  of  Baileyville,  Milam  county, 
is  a native  of  Montgomery  county,  Alabama, 
where  he  was  born  August,  1834.  Ilis  par- 
ents were  Henry  and  Matilda  Smilie,  the 
father  being  a South  Carolinian  by  birth,  tlie 
place  of  the  mother’s  nativity  not  being 
known.  Both,  however,  descended  from  old 
American  stock,  and  tlieir  parents  were  early 
settlers  of  Alabama.  Henry  Smilie  and 
Matilda  May  were  married  in  Alabama  and 
there  speift  their  lives,  the  wife  dying  in 
Montgomery  county  about  1838  or  1839,  and 
the  husband  in  Pike  county  in  1844,  both  iti 
middle  life.  The  elder  Smilie  was  a planter, 
the  possessor  of  considerable  means,  a man 
of  plain  ways  and  uneventful  life.  He  never 
held  any  public  positions,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  some  service  against  tlie  Indians  when 
a young  man  never  figured  in  public  afLiirs. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parguts  of  eight 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch 
is  the  fourth  in  age.  The  others  are:  Euge- 
nia, who  is  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Burley, 
and  resides  in  Laredo,  Texas;  Robert,  who 
died  in  Alabama  where  his  descendants  now 
reside;  James,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Gaines'  Mill  during  the  late  war;  Sarah  dane, 
the  present  wife  of  J.  R.  Jones,  of  Milam 


county;  Jacob,  a farmer  of  this  county;  \Yill- 
iam,  who  was  also  killed  at  Gaines’  Mill  dur- 
imr  tlie  late  war;  and  Malimla,  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Henry  Smilie  was  reared  in  Montgomery 
county,  .Vlabama,  until  he  was  fourteen  years 
old.  His  father  then  inovino;  to  Pike  county, 
his  youth  was  passed  in  that  county  until  he 
was  eighteen.  At  that  aoe,  in  1852.  he  came 
to  Texas,  in  company  with  an  older  sister  and 
two  brothers,  being  a part  of  a caravan  which 
was  made  up  from  Pike  and  Montgomery 
counties  and  bound  for  the  West.  Locating 
in  Washington  county,  he  remained  there  one 
year,  when  he  went  to  Robertson  county. 
There  he  resided  until  1861,  when  he  became 
a citizen  of  Milam  county,  settling  on  what 
is  now  known  as  the  Muldrow  place,  near 
Caddo  Church,  which  he  improved.  He  has 
lived  in  this  general  vicinity  since,  having 
bought,  improved,  and  sold  several  times. 

He  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  1866. 
This  farm,  consisting  of  400  acres  lying  with- 
in the  forks  of  Pond  creek  and  along  the 
Brazos  river,  nearly  all  of  which  is  in  cultiva- 
tion, is  one  of  tlie  finest  bodies  of  land  in 
Milam  county,  being  well  improved  and 
highly  productive.  He  has  devoted  most  of 
his  life  to  farming,  at  which  he  has  met  with 
reasonable  success.  In  1870  he  put  a ferry 
on  the  Brazos  river,  which  he  conductect for 
about  seven  years,  discontinuing  it  about  1877. 

Mr.  Smilie  enlisted  in  the  Confederate 
army  during  the  late  war,  entering  Bennett’s 
company  and  Elmore’s  regiment,  with  which 
he  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Transporta- 
tion Department,  and  served  till  the  close 
of  hostilities. 

He  married,  in  Milam  county,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1858,  Miss  M.  O.  W.  Huson,  a native 
of  Rush  county,  this  State,  and  by  this 
marriage  has  had  live  children,  four  of  whom 
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became  grown;  Joseph  II.,  who  died  at  tlie 
a«-e  of  nineteen;  William  J.,  Minnie  and 
Perla. 

Mr.  Smilie  cast  liis  first  vote  for  president 
for  Millaid  Fillmore,  the  candidate  of  the 
American  party,  in  1850.  On  tlie  disinte- 
gration of  the  old  parties  in  1800  lie  cast 
his  political  fortunes  with  the  Democrats, 
and  he  has  steadily  voted  with  them  since. 
He  refused  to  support  Horace  Greeley, 
however,  in  1872,  because  he  did  not  believe 
Greeley  represented  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Smilie  is  a Mason,  a member  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  and  he  and  most  of  Ids 
family  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

I'AMES  L.  DEAN,  merchant  and  farmer 
I of  Deauville,  Burleson  county,  is  a son 
' of  Lemuel  and  Judith  Dean,  who  were 
comparatively  early  settlers  of  Te.xas,  moving 
herein  1851.  Lemuel  Dean  was  a native  of 
Virginia,  where  he  was  horn  in  1793.  He 
was  married  in  his  native  State,  and  about 
1838  moved  to  Kashville,  Tennessee,  and  at 
a later  date  took  up  his  residence  at  Quincy, 
that  State,  where  he  resided  until  1861,  when 
he  came  to  Texas  and  located  in  Washington 
county.  He  later  moved  to  Bosque  county, 
where  he  died  in  1862.  He  was  erma^jed 
most  of  his  life  at  his  trade  as  a carpenter, 
and  met  with  a fair  share  of  success.  His 
wdfe,  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  also  a native  of  Virginia,  where  she 
was  horn  about  the  hecrinnino’ of  tliis  centurv. 

o J 

Her  maiden  name  was  Judith  Bowmrs.  Their 
children  were:  Thomas;  Martha,  wdio  was 
married  to  William  Fuqua;  Sarah,  who  was 
married  to  Charles  Isbell ; Lemuel;  Richard; 
Tennessee,  who  w^as  married  to  William 
Meeks;  John;  James  L.;  Adeline,  who  was 


■til  7 

itianded  to  Charles  Smith;  William,  and 
George.  The  only  member  of  this  lai'ge  fam- 
ily now  living  is  James  L.,  whoso  name  heads 
this  notice.  He  was  horn  in  (^)uincy,  Gibson 
county,  Tennessee,  on  the  9th  day  of  October, 
1841.  He  was  reared  on  a farm,  where  he 
enjoyed  but  meager  educational  advantages. 
He  entered  the  Confedei-ate  army  in  1861, 
eidisting  in  Company  F,  Twenty-tirat  Texas 
Cavalry.  Being  engaged  on  out-post  duty 
for  several  months  after  his  enlistment,  he 
saw  but  little  actual  field  service,  but  later 
his  command  was  ordered  toward  the  East, 
and  was  in  part  of  the  series  of  engagements 
following  Banks’  Red  river  campaign.  After 
this  expedition  the  command  returned  to  in- 
terior Texas  and  was  disbanded  at  Moseley’s 
Ferry,  in  Brazos  county,  at  the  close  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Dean  then  settled  in  Burleson 
county.  Feeling  his  need  of  better  educa- 
tional qualifications,  he  entered  a school, 
where  he  took  a ten  months’  course,  after 
which  he  began  clerking  for  R.  W.  Dean  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Caldwell.  He  was 
so  employed  till  February,  1872.  By  this 
time  he  had  saved  some  means  from  his 
wages,  and,  having  married,  he  moved  to  his 
present  location,  eight  miles  west  of  Cald- 
well, wdiere  he  began  operations  on  his  own 
account.  In  1878  a postoffice  was  established 
on  his  place  and  received  his  name.  In  1883 
he  received  the  appointment  as  Postmaster, 
and  has  since  held  that  position.  His  inter- 
ests are  mercantile,  farming  and  stock-i-ais- 
ing,  at  which  he  has  succeeded  re.asonably 
well. 

. j\Ir.  Dean’s  marriage  occurred  April  21, 
1869,  when  he  was  united  to  Miss  Josephine 
Dunn,  then  a resident  of  Burleson  county, 
and  a daughter  of  J.  G.  Dunn,  who  moved 
from  Mississippi  to  Texas  about  1858.  Mrs. 
Dean  was  born  in  Mississippi  and  rearetl 


i 

\ V 

t I 

* I i 

I 

• ' I • > 


■ H .. 


• u 


' * in 


< .:<•  . 1'  t 

■ A ' ' . 

'l  l Ml.ll 

’ i’  *'  ‘I'/tN  d' 

■ V .♦l‘f 

ti  ' ' 

■ 4 - .1  ‘ .'.vJ, 

1 J,  11  4 1 ’ 

H ■ 1 

1 ■ ■ (.  • t 'll  -“d.  # 

•1  ,,  .1. 

. » n 

11'  4^. 

1 

. '!• 

-1  » .i 

) 

;■  -J 

» y ' IV  1 /* . : '.[» 
' 1 * * , 1* 

1. 

» . . f 

w il 

‘ ' 1 ' 

1 ' |.  1 

♦ 1*  * 

1 4 ■ I1..I,.  ' 

- 

f iWi  ■«  ' 

1 » 'll  .4 

. , , . . , 1 1 . , 

4 ’ . 1 < 

,/  1 

1 1 1 

I'l 

! / .1. 

' . 1 1 

K.  ,,i 

I.  . -,1  > 

■ 

(•iU' 

•,  I . ■■  : 

' - ' .4.1 

1 ■ v'  l*  ll 

1 ' 'll  ■ ' 

’ ■ ' 1 

f<l  Ml  1 

ip.i  ' 

1 ' _ . 1 ' 'll 

1 ' 1 • 1 

il  1 7' 

’7,,;  >4,1-  i , 

. . ff.’i! 

. I ■ 

,1 : 1 f'/ 

• ■ 

‘I'l  ■ 

r ■ ’'l 

'1  1 l|*4>  1 

'■-VHMl-H,' 

r ifll^  »-H  '1  ' 

IU»  ' 1.' 

1 \l  |. 

’'vij 

••  -1  1,  < 

I'l-ilv. 

' ’’M  //.‘if 

/IMI4. 

il' 

,Ji .'  1 ,'ifcM»*-}.4  ■■•I 

''f.  1 

; ) I*’  H-.  ■ ii)  ' . • ] 

• I.- .. 

. -.V  »>'!»<  'J  - 'i 

, : , I I - ' I ' f.'if  •.  nU!  " 

' • ■ i ' . I ' ^ I .1 

' ■ ' 1 ■ - Hi'ij  Ii  )|n 

VI  . I . / -I  ■ ♦(' 

J.  .‘fi  : ii-j.  '-'r;  »m  .u'I  '■')•■■ 

■ ' I " 't*  " 15 

■ -■  . ■ -.1  , I 

< 

I ‘ ',  ("  ! ' • ■<  *’  ( I .‘i  ) I V. 

t fi  t-  / I -»i.  7'i  il»*.'  »'  >llU' I 

.'■li.'itiM  )i  Ilf  41  il)iiii0^ 

.W!'#t  ,4i4:ti<l  I*  'll  ifti.fji  I,;  iiUi 

1' ' "*1  f 'illi  Mi  Mf  ^ iM-.lir- 1 1/  iOr»' 

*|1<  1^' III  111'-'  *«tv.  u» 't*  I 


' h I»*I 

>nK/IV|JH  ^ftf9*4<{  . 

' 1 ^ 

1.1,1 1 1|!  ifi*  fuy/  ,■ 

•li  ,dil4  l|  *f|  Tf1  ti^u  f ♦ t|  l-uir,  1 

1 ) 1 *f  ■ ■ 

' liitwinL  '4<j'  .ii-.i 

■ ‘i  'l  .MalllM  icrt 

.iifi  >*VFi  iKt 

,/i''>i\j  iiKOiTiiaiA 

• ♦ f 

' irtHl  hi  i.**ii  j III 

I - I’  1 (lohaiji 

. .(  t 

1 ' ' ■ 1 1 id  1 d^tVi  I' .1  . 

' >1 

1 lt*i  * 

1 4 1 .1  ill  ilj  1 V jrf> ' ' < 

**•'»  «?if  Lna 

' ,1  .T. 

• ' f ''Vll'l|,i  » f ,)  ( M 

► ail 

; ♦ 1 < , 

' 11  •!  .ilh  jil  iifciit  44I  , 

IfTi"  I Ml 

■ 

lit  /I, h .'fOnir^* t li.u  'f.i 

vli 

1 iilHf.ifi  tf  It 

44l  Mlitlllll  .'(!/[ 

>ll  1.1  •|K'»tl  '..u;  •111  |i'»«  liMUtfl)  “Sl 

, ii  • I J mU  i>1 


, i.^.iii  i /.  ,I4  4JS*1  .U 

I ..  *1  .tf4*ihl  iililJ  4ti  II  4 

mI  iiJiI.mI  tin*  i/.iunt*.!  I0 

I I I ' ll  frx\l'  lu  vifftiiM*  thm  K i«viirr^([(noo 
...  'i  .(Mi.  u *ii  v ii*i*<i  (siiifiui  fti«riM{ 

I I til“  I Hi  ''n«ii  •«'*'  ^il  >rt9ifw 

•>i'i  liiio  till  rt»  liumaoi  *4fw 

I ..,.i  ifH'itif!  .'JlllYilliikK  i>>  L'fi'.'Oiti  HttSX 

. lU  '•’V.:(-  • n Kid  )|(l  d-inj  Wt«|i  -Ifijitl  a 

|‘I!< /•  , I di,- » U4I1'  l>- l.v.v  » Vl-uf  W hdj 

•'  >1. ..ii.i'iii  Ii/  ij'j  I i.Msol  f.nn  KwasT  nt  ftiuHO  »d 
^ I ;!•»  i".  .;ij.»'di  1*1  <*)^«.i)i  iiAiai  iiH  .^^j»nao 

. %,.*t  f4ll  .V7)>* i ill  t>«6 

i sl*'  I M AJ«  ••<»*!  ii  IV  ii  u aid  lo  )4Tt(a 

■:  jJ  ‘rr;ii>ia.--i,i'.  .A  ..**~-.i.4iuu;.J4iii;.s 

l-H'.'/f  'T-.ij^nJii*  Hjh  Y:»  V.,  '«ifn  (iijllw 

..  fi  r(.»i|  w 4<.k  i <<#*U  MU* 

, iiitw.  ,•  <»|l*  ii  oiiJniiiysKl  uliii  Ifhiitji  ntfKj  «aw 

K'lii  I .•!  itf  r d 'ib'i  ^ va'M  ?^M>n  imliu  01  V,II 

' »#‘V  'I  ;*aiini*lT  simbUdA 

I'dv/  n<n''ii  i)  I iHlaai 

I ;ihi«d%itit  lur 

.naiMi  Kf  Ml  U'l  naiii  tjrw  iula  »«*iiiiaX 

i,'jH4!a{4 /.  . .1  -wjuitab  ,t4wl/( 


498 


IIISTOIiV  OF  TEXAS. 


tliere  and  in  tliis  county.  ]\[r.  and  Mrs.  Dean 
Lave  had  nine  children:  Genevieve,  now  de- 
ceased; Olivia  May,  the  wife  of  Dr.  C.  M. 
Thurston,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky;  Edna, 
deceased;  Ira;  Alwin,  deceased;  Aiuu^ 
ceased;  Myi-tle  Jeniiett;  Emma; 

Benjamin  Normaud. 

In  politics  Mr.  Dean  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


W\  J.  BREWER,  a prosperous  and 
popular  farmer  of  Milam  county,  j 
^ --  was  horn  January  25,  1858.  Ills 
paternal  grandfather,  Jackson  Brewer,  was 
born  in  Lebanon,  Tennessee,  in  1828.  C.  C. 
Brewer,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a na- 
tive of  Tennessee.  He  followed  farmincr  and 

o 

merchaiffiisino;  before  the  war,  served  as  Clerk 
of  Coffee  county,  Tennessee,  two  years,  was 
commissioned  Captain  of  a company  of  infant- 
ry for  service  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Tullahoma,  Tennes- 
see. He  married  Eunice,  a daughter  of  Jesse 
Reynolds,  by  whom  he  had  sev'en  children, 
namely:  Frank,  deceased;  Fannie,  wife  of  J.  E. 
Davis,  of  Reagan  Texas;  Bettie,  deceased;  "W. 
J.,  our  subject;  Mercer,  a resident  of  Kosse,' 
Texas;  John,  of  Cameron,  this  county;  Dr. 
Morris,  a graduate  of  a Baltimore  institution 
of  medicine,  and  practicing  physician  of  Mi- 
lam county. 

W.  J.  Brewer  came  to  Milam,  Texas,  at  the 
a<£e  of  seventeen,  where  he  attended  a conn- 
try  school  twelve  mouths.  He  first  engaged 
in  farming  with  his  brother-in-law,  J.  E. 
Davis,  working  on  the  shares.  The  follow-  i 
ing  two  years  he  rented  land  of  AV^.  H.  As-  ' 
kew,  in  this  county,  and  during  the  next  two 
years  was  a tenant  on  a farm  of  Judge  D.  M.  \ 


I’rendergast,  on  the  lb';i/,os  river.  In  1881 
Mr.  Bi'cwer  purchased  100  acres  of  his  pres- 
ent farm,  lying  in  the  northern  part  of  Milam 
(‘ounty,  to  which  he  afterwai'd  added  200 
acres  more.  The  entire  farm  is  fenced,  and 
130  acres  under  a line  state  of  cultivation. 
During  the  first  year  Mr.  Brewer  came  to  his 
present  location  he  invested  ii\  cattle,  buying 
about  seventy-five  head,  but  after  three  years 
disposed  of  his  stock,  since  which  time  he 
has  confined  hintself  to  feedino-  beef  cattle, 
marketing  about  two  car-loads  per  year.  Fo- 
litically,  he  is  a Democrat,  and  was  appointed 
Rostmaster  of  Clarkson  by  Wanamaker,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  W.  F.  Crawford,  of 
( 'amerun. 

Mr.  B rewer  was  married  in  1880  to  Ella,  a 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Emily  (Dannelley) 
Barker.  Mrs.  Brewer  is  one  of  nine  chil 
dren,  the  others  being-:  Emma,  wife  of  J.  A. 
Rogers,  in  Mills  county;  Byron,  Judge, 
Della,  Gains,  Walter,  Nettie  and  Johtinie. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewer  have  one  child,  Eunice. 
Mr.  Brewer  is  a )nember  of  the  Masonic 
order,  holding  a membership  in  Little  River 
Lodge,  No.  397. 

LEXANDER  ANDERSON.— A mong 
the  most  thrifty  and  independent  peo- 
Jj  ^ pie  who  have-  sought  homes  iti  this 
' country  are  the  Swedes.  They  come 
from  a densely  populated  region,  where  life 
is  sustained  oidy  by  continuous  employment 
among  the  laboring  classes,  and  when  turned 
loose  oil  the  broad,  naked  surface  of  our  rich 
western  country  the  same  efforts  and  economy 
j)ut  forth  soon  produce  prosperity  and  in  time 
great  wealth.  A most  worthy  representative 
of  this  hardy  race  is  Alexander  Anderson,  of 
Taylor,  Texas. 
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lie  was  liorn  in  Sweden,  December  8,  1840. 
Ills  fatlier,  iJ.  Anderson,  was  l)orn  in  1820 
and  died  in  188'J.  De  was  a farmer,  had  a 
fair  education,  and  enjoyed  ordinary  thrift 
for  a man  of  hie  vocation.  He  married 
Matilda  Nelson,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  three  children,  tvvo  sons  and  a da>ighter. 
The  othei-  son,  Gustave,  is  a farmer  in  Sweden. 
The  daughter  is  the  wife  of  II.  Anderson, 
they  also  being  residents  of  Sweden. 

Alexander  Anderson  remained  with  his 
father,  engaged  in  farming,  until  1809,  when 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  embarking  for 
New  York,  April  2,  and  landing  at  his  desti- 
nation on  the  20th  of  the  same  month.  For 
some  time  he  was  en^acred  in  work  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  Two  years  after  his  arrival 
in  the  United  States  he  found  himself  in 
Sherman,  Texas,  where  he  was  employed  on 
the  Transcontinental  Railroad  one  year.  He 
then  went  to  Columbus,  Colorado  county,  this 
State,  and  found  employment  on  the  Sunset 
route,  remaining  with  that  company  a year. 
Deciding  to  quit  the  railroad  and  engage  in 
a more  independent  business,  he  accordingly 
located  in  Travis  county  and  began  farming. 
He  rented  land  the  first  few  years  and  found 
that  farming,  even  on  rented  land,  was  more 
profitable  than  railroad  work,  so  he  concluded 
to  buy  a fartn.  Learning  of  the  fine  country 
surrounding  Taylor,  he  came  hither  in  1877 
and  !)ought  140  acres,  and  to  his  first  pur- 
chase he  has  since  added  410  more,  all  now 
under  fence  and  300  acres  under  cultivation. 
Corn,  cotton  and  millet  are  his  chief  crops, 
his  cotton  crop  in  1892  amounting  to  120 
bales. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  in  Travis 
county,  Texas,  in  1878,  January  5,  to  Annie 
Ivreger,  who  was  born  in  that  county  in  1858. 
Her  father,  a native  of  Germany,  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  1852.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  An- 


d(U'5on have  had  three  children,  namely: 
Gustaxe,  who  died  November  27,  1892,  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years;  Liidveg,  eleven 
3'eai'S  old;  and  Augusta,  nine.  The  family 
ai'C  Lutherans. 


AY.  AYALKER,  a prosperous  and  pro- 
gressive young  farmer  of  AVilliamson 
county,  is  a native  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, born  in  Crawford  county,  December  19, 
1850.  His  father,  S.  C.  AA’’alker,  Sr.,  was 
boni  in  Noi'th  Carolina,  November  7,  1827, 
and  at  the  age  of  nine  years  accompanied  l.is 
mother  to  Geoi’gia,  the  father  having  jiassed 
to  his  eternal  home;  lie  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith  and  wheelwright,  and  carried  on 
these  occupations  in  connection  with  farm- 
incr.  In  1861  he  removed  to  AVashington 
county,  Floi'ida,  and  resided  there  until  1870, 
when  he  came  to  Texas  with  his  family;  he 
first  located  in  Bastrop  county,  and  a few 
years  later  came  to  Williamson  county,  of 
which  he  is  an  honored  citizen.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  J.  AY.  AYalker  was  a native  of 
North  Carolina  and  a man  of  wide  influence: 
he  was  a politician  of  more  than  local  note, 
and  had  the  contidence  of  his  party,  often 
being  called  to  fill  responsible  official  posi- 
tions. He  reared  a family  of  five  children: 
Ned,  Nat,  S.  G.,  Lazarus,  and  Margaret,  who 
married  John  Crooms.  Ned,  Nat,  and  Laz- 
arus died  in  the  Confederate  army,  the  last 
named  passing  away  while  a prisoner  of  war 
at  Rock  Island,  Illinois.  S.  G.  AYalker,  Sr., 
married  Hester  Ci'ooms,  a daughter  of  ,lohn 
Crooms  by  his  first  mandage,  and  they  became 
the  pai'ents  of  a family  of  five  childi'en:  J. 
AY.,  the  subject  of  this  biography ; George' ; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  -I.  B.  Ganor;  J.  M.;  and  S. 
G , J r. 
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HISTORY  OR  THXAS. 


At  tlie  time  of  liis  mai-riago  Mr.  Walker 
engaged  in  farming  in  Daotrop  eoiinty,  and 
also  operated  a cotton  gin;  upon  his  i-emoval 
to  Williamson  county  he  hronght  the  gin 
plant  which  is  located  on  his  present  fartn. 
11  is  chief  object  in  coming  to  Williamson 
county  was  to  secure  a farm  of  rich,  black 
land  which  is  steadily  rising  in  value.  lie 
purchased  ICO  acres,  118  acres  of  which  he 
has  placed  under  good  cultivation. 

The  date  of  his  marriage  is  September  16, 
1884,  when  he  was  wedded  to  Laura  Ratnsey, 
a daughter  of  W.  D.  and  Nancy  (Seymour) 
Ramsey,  and  one  of  four  children;  Mary 
married  George  W.  Walker;  Sarah  is  the 
wife  of  John  Wolf;  W.  D.;  and  Mrs.  J.  W. 
Walker,  who  was  born  January  18,  1860,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  children:  Lillie,  born 

February  7,  1886,  is  an  e.xceptionally  bright 
little  gild;  and  Hiram  W.  was  born  February 
24,  1891. 

q' FORGE  A.  LEWIS,  a farmer  and 
stock- rai.ser,  Lyons,  Texas,  was  born 
in  Burleson  county,  this  State,  Decem- 
ber 14,  1855,  the  fifth  child  of  George 
R.  and  Irene  (Ryan)  Lewis,  llis  parents 
came  from  Alabama  to  Texas  in  1852,  and 
settled  in  this  county,  where  his  father  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  dealing  in  stock  the 
rest  of  his  life.  He  first  bought  and  improved 
a farm  on  Yellow  prairie,  which  he  subse- 
quently sold,  and  bought  and  developed  an- 
other farm  on  Mound  prairie.  He  died  in 
I860.  He  was  a stanch  Democrat,  a promi- 
nent Mason,  a consistent  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  a man  whose  many 
estimable  qualities  won  for  him  the  res|iect 
and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. 


I Geoi-ge  A.  Lewis  remained  with  his  wid- 

I 

' owed  mother  until  1881,  when  he  married 
and  settled  on  a fann  of  his  own,  having 
bouglit  200  acres  where  he  now  lives.  To 
his  original  purchase  he  has  since  added  until 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  500  acres.  He  has 
about  seventy-five  acres  under  cultivation, 
renting  part  of  it  and  hiring  help  to  culti- 
vate the  rest,  corn  and  cotton  being  his  prin- 
cipal crop.  It  is  to  stock,  however,  that  he 
gives  his  chief  attention,  raising  sheep,  goats, 
jacks,  hogs,  cattle  and  liorses.  He  has  a 
horse  ranch  in  Nolan  county.  His  residence 
is  one  of  the  attractive  places  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Of  Mr.  Lewis’s  brothers  and  sisters  we 
make  record  as  follows:  Sarah  A.  was  twice 
married,  and  died  leaving  an  only  child; 
John  R.,  of  Nolan  county;  Christina  wife  of 
Paul  R.  Valentine,  is  deceased;  Jennie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  unmarried; 
Maggie  wife  of  James  Lewis;  Lou,  who  mar- 
ried  Silas  Valentine;  Alice,  wife  of  Taylor 
Keen,  of  Alabama;  and  Willie,  wife  of  James 
W.  Winn,  of  Tom  Green  county,  Texas. 

Mr.  Lewis  was  married  in  1881,  to  Miss 
Annie  G.  Krohne,  who  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Texas,  July  26,  1855.  Her 
father,  George  H.  Krohne,  a native  of  Ger- 
many, came  to  America  and  settled  in  Texas 
at  an  early  day,  bring  his  wife  with  him.  He 
lost  his  wife  the  second  year  after  settling  in 
Texas,  and  later  married  Martha  Petzink. 
Mrs.  Lewis  ie  the  fourth  child  of  the  last 
marriage.  Mr.  Krohne  first  lived  in  Wash- 
ington county,  then  moved  to  Williamson, 
and  in  1865  located  in  Burleson  county, 
where  he  still  lives.  He  is  a farmer  and  car- 
penter, and  has  also  been  engaged  in  running 
a cotton  gin  and  mill.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis 
have  had  eight  childi'cn,  viz.;  George  R., 
Hallie,  Martha  1.,  Earl  R.,.lohn  R.,  Clint  D., 
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lIIhiTOllY  OF  TEXAS. 


Allie  G.  and  AVillio  S.  All  are  living  ex- 
cept George  R.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years,  and  Martha  L,  whose  death  occurred 
at  the  ao'o  of  seven  yeai's  and  three  months. 

JNIr.  Lewis  casts  his  vote  with  the  Demo- 
cratic pai’ty. 

AMES  S.  IIEFLEY. — Much  as  moral- 
ists may  deci'y  the  habit  of  money-get- 
tino-,  that  habit  when  formed  under  the 
guidance  of  an  intelligent  mind  and  directed 
by  an  honest  purpose,  represents  the  essence 
of  some  of  the  best  virtues  attributable  to 
man.  Money  is  a good  thing  and  the  man 
who  is  capable  of  making  it,  who  does 
make  it  and  uses  it  wisely,  is  a valuable  citi- 
zen in  any  community.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  a money-maker.  His  right  to  be 
so  designated  is  unquestioned.  An  heir  by 
birth  to  some  of  those  qualities  which  de- 
velop into  the  granite  of  strong  men’s  na- 
tures, he  has  been  jostled  by  events,  and  the 
jostling  lias  wrought  a surprising  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hefley  is  a son  of  William  Y.  Hefley, 
an  old  citizen  of  Milam  county,  a sketch  of 
whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
The  subject  of  this  notice  was  born  in  Hen- 
derson county,  Tennessee,  January  28,  1854. 
The  same  year  his  parents  moved  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  this  county.  His  boyhood  and 
youth  were  spent  on  the  farm  three  miles  from 
Cameron.  There,  in  the  typical  old  log 
school-house,  with  batten  doors,  puncl'.eon 
floor  and  slab  seat.s.  he  received  all  the  educa- 
tion he  ever  obtained.  In  1879,  with  a capi- 
tal of  !^150,  he  started  out  for  himself,  open- 
ing a livery  stable  in  Rockdale,  IMilam 
county.  A year  later  lu‘  moved  to  Cameron, 
continuino'  in  the  same  line.  For  thirteen 

CT)  ... 
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years  he  has  given  his  attention  unremit- 
tingly to  this  business.  His  $150  invest- 
ment, su|)plemented  by  a full  measure  of 
pluck,  energy  and  persevering  industry,  has 
grown  amazingly.  He  has  a business  now 
which  represents  at  least  >89,000,  $5,000  in 
realty  and  $4,000  in  live  stock,  vehicles  and 
equipments.  In  addition  to  this  he  owns 
ten  residences-  and  two  business  houses  in 
Cameron,  and  a farm  of  212  acres,  wmdh 
$3,500,  six  miles  west  of  town.  He  has 
made  all  this  in  the  last  fourteen  years. 

In  April,  1891,  he  was  elected  Alderman 
of  Cameron  for  a term  of  two  years,  one  year 
of  which  he  served  as  Mayor  p7'o  tern..,  was 
re-elected  Alderinan  in  April,  1893,  and 
unanimously  chosen  Mayor  teni.  for 

one  year.  He  has  interested  himself  as 
one  of  his  energy  and  nature  might  be  ex- 
pected to,  both  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  and 
county.  A Democrat  of  the  progressive 
type,  he  advocates  those  men  and  measures 
that  promise  the  most  lasting  good  to  his  lo- 
cality and  the  public  at  large  wdthout  refer- 
ence to  political  brands  or  names.  He  is  a 
member  also  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and^ 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Hefley  married,  in  Milam  county, 
March  25,  1882,  Miss  Fannie  A.,  daughter 
of  Samuel  M.  Hefley,*and  is  the  father  of  five 
children. 

SM^OIILLER. — Thirty-three  years  ago 
a German  lad  of  seventeen  sat  under 
- - ^ a tree  in  Baden  and  took  a last  teaidul 
look  at  his  native  village.  His  life  there  had 
not  been  a happy  one,  for  he  hatl  been  left 
an  orphan  at  thirteen,  anti  had  had  many 
struggles.  But  one  does  not  part  from  the 
home  of  his  childhood,  however  unhappy  his 
lot  there  may  have  been,  without  some  feel- 
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ings  of  rc'gret.  And  so  lie  pauseil  ut  the  out- 
skirts of  tlic  villatTo.  from  wliidi  after  a last 

tT' 

look  he  turned  away,  and,  iMittmiing  his 
rough  jacket  over  a hrave  lieai-t,  started  out 
to  win  his  way  in  the  world.  The  lad  was 
Sere[)hin  AVohlleb,  born  in  Baden,  June  20, 
1841.  A month  later  we  find  him  in  Amer- 
ica, a resident  of  Riley,  Ohio,  where  he  had 
secured  employment  at  common  laljor,  and 
had  made  an  humble  but  au.spicions  begin- 
ning. Thi.s  was  in  1859. 

Two  year.s’  residence  in  this  country  taught 
him  much  of  American  life  and  put  new  im- 
pulses in  his  breast,  and  so,  when  the  late 
Civil  war  burst  upon  the  country,  with  the 
generous  impulsiveness  of  youth  he  oifered 
his  services  for  the  preservation  of  the  Union. 
They  were  accepted,  and  November,  1801,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Twenty-eighth  Ken- 
tucky Infantry.  His  regiment  was  assigned 
to  duty  under  Sherman,  and  remained  in 
Kentucky  until  the  fall  of  1803,  when  it  was 
started  southward  to  join  the  Federal  forces 
then  being  concentrated  about  Chattanooga. 
Entering  the  Georgia  campaign  in  the  spring 
of  1804,  it  was  in  all  the  engagements  down 
**^to  Atlanta,  where,  on  the  re-arrangement  of 
the  Union  forces,  it  was  placed  with  Thomas 
and  was  with  him  in  his  pursuit  of  Hood  into 
Tennessee,  taking  part  jn  the  battles  of  Frank- 
lin and  Nashville,  where  the  final  blow  was 
givcTi  the  ill-planned  Confederate  campaign. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Kentucky  reiuained 
about  Nashville  until  after  the  general  sur- 
render, when  it  was  sent,  in  Tidy,  1805,  as 
part  of  an  army  of  occupation  to  Texas,  and 
was  stationed  at  Victoria.  It  remained  there 
till  January,  1800,  when  it  was  disbanded. 
Young  IVohlleb  was  with  it  in  all  these  move- 
ments,  and  shared  its  fortunes  in  l)attle,  on 
the  march  and  in  camp,  performing  the  duties 
of  a soldier  faithfully  wherever  placed. 


After  his  disebarne  he  went  to  work  on  a 

I P) 

farm  in  Austin  county,  where  he  remained 
about  a year.  He  then  returned  to  Louis\'ille, 

1 Kentuckv,  and  November  28,  1807,  nianded 

I one  of  his  country-women  of  that  place.  Miss 
Augusta  deckel,  daughter  of  Joseph  deckel, 
and  a native  of  Leidgan,  Oldenlnirg,  Ger- 
many. With  his  bride  became  back  to  Texas, 
and,  purchasing  a small  farm  in  Austin 
county,  settlc<l  down  to  agricultural  |)ursuits. 
He  resided  in  that  county  until  1883,  when 
he  moved  to  Milam  county,  where  for  five 
years  he  engaged  in  farming  and  ginning. 
In  1888  he  came  to  Cameron  and  here  started 
his  present  business — conducting  an  ice  fac- 
tory and  bottling  works.  This  business  was 
necessarily  begun  on  a small  scale,  but  it  has 
grown  materially,  and  is  really  one  of  the  im^ 
portant  local  industries  of  Cameron.  It  rep- 
resents an  investment  of  about  $10,000,  and 
from  March  to  December  does  a thriving 
trade,  tvvo  and  a half  tons  of  ice  being  manu- 
factured daily,  and  a proportionate  quantity 
of  bottled  goods  sold.  All  of  this  is  consumed 
in  the  town  of  Cameron,  and  tlie  demand  is 
steadily  o-rowino-.  Mr.  Wohlleb  has  added  a 

O D 

cotton  gin  to  his  plant,  which  is  kept  busy 
from  September  to  December,  the  outj)ut 
from  which  the  last  season  was  about  1,700 
bales,  and  an  equal  number  the  season  before. 
Mr.  Wohlleb  was  among  the  first  to  see  the 
])0ssibilities  of  cotton-seed  oil  manufacture  at 
Cameron,  and  was  identified  in  its  earlier 
stages  with  the  movement  which  resulted  in 
the  erection  of  the  present  mill  at  this  place. 

He  is  an  advocate  of  immigration,  and  I)e- 
lieves  that  the  future  prosperity  of  the  county 
depends  upon  the  coming  of  a thifty  class  of 
small  fanners,  foi-  whom  the  large  tracts  now 
lying  idle  should  be  cut  up  and  disposed  of 
in  suitable  (juantities.  Ilanily  any  man 
watches  with  closer  interest  the  |)rogress  of 
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public  affairs,  or  l)ottor  uiuierstands  tiie  con- 
dition of  tliiiia-s  ai'ound  liiin.  lie  lias  come 
tliorouglily  into  sympatliy  witli  the  people 
among  whom  he  lives,  and  is  identified  with 
all  their  interests. 

He  lias  six  children:  Alfred,  Josephine, 
Augusta,  George,  Harry  and  Clements.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Breniiam.  JMr. 
Wohlleb  has  a half-brother,  Jacob  Jaist,  liv- 
ing in  Austin  county,  and  another,  George, 
living  in  Bell  county.  One  brother,  Bern- 
hard,  and  a sister,  Sofia,  reside  in  the  old 
country.  His  parents  died  in  Baden,  Ger- 
many, in  1854,  aged  fifty-four  each.  The 
entire  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church. 

D\^K.  AVILLIAM  PRIMM,  deceased,  was 
I descended  from  one  of  the  old,  aristo 

' cratic  and  wealthy  families  of  Virginia. 

Several  members  of  the  family  became  pro- 
fessional and  noted  men.  A son  of  Peter 
Primm,  brother  of  our  subject,  chose  law  for 
his  profession,  and  moved  to  Ohio  when  that 
was  a new  State,  there  attaining  a position  of 
eminence  as  a jurist.  He  served  several 
terms  as  a member  on  the  United  States  Con- 
gress, and  later  was  an  incumbent  on  the 
bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch.  Dr.  AAUlliani 
Primm,  moved  to  the  then  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, where  he  remained  until  1830,  and  in 
that  year  located  in  Mississippi.  He  next 
removed  to  Louisiana,  and  in  1835  made  a 
prospecting  tour  into  Texas,  where  he  pur- 
chased, of  AVilliam  Barton,  the  headright  of 
a league  of  land.  The  land  is  located  in  the 
Colorado  river  valley,  and  is  now  among  the  i 
82 


best  plantations  in  the  State.  After  the 
Texas  Revolution  Dr.  Primm  I'cturned  to 
Louisiana  for  his  slave.s  and  pei’sonal  elfects, 

^ and  after  comiiuT  again  to  this  State  obtained 
I a headright  from  the  Republic  of  Texas  for 
one-third  of  a league  of  land.  He  soon  had 
his  large  farm  opened.  AVhen  he  first  lo- 
cated in  this  place  his  supplies  were  all 
brought  from  Houston.  Our  subject  re- 
mained on  his  farm  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  dying  in  18G5.  lie  did  not  desire  to 
practice  his  profession  here,  but  as  good  phy- 
sicians were  then  scarce  the  people  for  miles 
around  called  on  him  for  his  services,  and  he 
always  attended.  He  svould  never  take  pay 
for  such  services,  and  his  kindness  was  ap- 
preciated by  his  many  friends,  and  he  will 
be  remembered  with  gratitude  for  generations. 
The  Doctor’s  eldest  son,  James,  the  only  survi- 
vorof  the  family, was  born  in  IMissouri,  in  1820, 
and  remained  with  his  father  until  the  latter 
located  in  Texas.  He  then  traveled  in  differ- 
ent States  and  in  Mexico,  and  finally  engaged 
in  business  in  the  latter  country,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  close  of  the  late  war.  Since 
his  father’s  death  he  has  been  the  executor 
and  manager  of  the  large  estate,  and  resides 
at  the  old  homestead.  The  second  son,  Ga- 
len, died  in  1852.  The  third  and  youngest 
son,  St.  John,  by  will  inherited  his  father’s 
entire  estate.  He  was  born  in  Louisiana,  in 
1834,  and  received  afineeducation  in  Ohio.  He 
made  many  improvements  on  the  old  estate, 
opened  a large  tract  of  land,  and  had  he  lived 
would  have  been  very  wealthy.  In  18G7  he 
married  Mrs.  Frances  M.  Ino-e,  a daughter  of 
Owen  and  Elizabeth  Faust,  natives  respect- 
ively of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  After 
’ her  father’s  death.  Airs.  Primm  came  with 
i h(M-  widowed  mother,  in  1855,  to  Texas, 
where  she  afterward  married  Air.  Inge.  They 
had  foui- children,  two  now  living:  Newton 
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II.  and  I’raiiklin,  botli  t‘ii<rao;ed  in  farniinn; 
in  tins  county.  Mr.  Inge  died  in  the  arinv. 
and  liis  widow  afterward  mo\cd  with  lier 
children  to  this  locality.  In  1807  she  inai'- 
ried  St.  John  Prinini,  and  they  had  live  chil- 
dren: Julian  15.,  Varney  II.,  Albert  M., 

Theodosia  II.  and  Estell, — all  at  home.  Dur- 
ing his  life,  Mr.  Primin  cuntrihnted  liberally 
to  the  education  of  his  children,  and  his  wife 
is  now  carrying  out  his  desires.  The  two  eld- 
est sons  are  gi-aduates  of  the  colleiie  at  Dela 
ware,  Ohio,  and  are  now  engaged  i*'  mer- 
chandising at  Smitliville.  The  third  =on  also 
attended  the  same  colle<;e.  The  daimhters 
have  attended  school  at  San  Antonio  and  Aus- 
tin, and  a governess  is  also  employed  at  home. 
Mr.  Primm  died  in  1880. 

In  1881  Mrs.  Primm  married  James 
Primm,  the  eldest  brother  of  hei’ former  hus- 
band. They  now  reside  at  the  old  homestead, 
where  they  have  about  2,200  acres  of  land 
under  cultivation.  Eighty  tenants  are  em- 
ployed on  the  place,  and  they  make  from  GOO 
to  900  bales  of  cotton  annually.  The  family 
residence,  a two  story  frame  building,  is  sit- 
uated on  an  elevated  plat,  overlooking  the  en- 
tire plantation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Primm  have 
one  son,  William  A. 


Fj)ROE.  L.  R.  WALDEN,  President  of 
the  Walden’s  Te.xas  Pusiness  Colleges 
in  Austin  and  Fort  Worth,  was  born 
in  Clark  county,  Kentucky,  April  13, 
18G1,  a son  of  William  J.  and  Mary  Jane 
(Ileisle)  Walden,  who  were  born,  laared  and 
married  in  Kentucky.  The  father,  a fanner 
and  mechanic  by  occiijjation,  came  tt)  J’e.vas 
with  his  wife  in  ordei'  that  they  might  .spend 
their  lives  with  tlndr  children,  all  id‘  whom 
are  in  this  State.  The  wife  and  motiuM'  died 


February  20,  1802,  ageil  fifty-seveu  years. 
The  father  i.>  now  lifty-seven  years  of  age. 
Roth  wei’c  meinbei'S  of  th(‘  (’hn’stiaii  Church. 
Ml-,  and  Mi-.-^.  Walden  were  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Adelia,  wife  of  James  F. 

Ragland,  of  Austin ; L.  R.,  our  subject;  C. 
E.,  local  [irincipal  of  the  Fort  Worth  school; 
and  Robei-t  E.  Lee,  a teacher  in  the  same 
school, 

L.  R.  Walden  was  educated  in  the  jirimary 
and  district  schools  of  Clark  county,  Ken- 
tuckv;  in  the  Winchester  hiidi  school;  in  the 
Ogle  and  Mitchell  Colleges,  of  Le.vington, 
and  in  the  Spencerian  Pusiness  College  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  After  completing  his  edu- 
cation he  began  teachimr  in  Johnston’s  Com- 
mercial  College  and  the  English  Academy, 
but  later  severed  his  connection  with  tlie 
latter  school  and  traveled  through  Kentucky, 
doing  itinerant  work  in  the  commercial 
bi-anches,  bookkeepiing,  penmanship,  short 
methods  in  arithmetic,  etc.  Mr.  AValden 
was  ne.\t  identified  with  the  Lake  Side  Busi- 
ness College,  of  Chicago,  and  in  1886  accept- 
ed the  princi|)alship  of  the  commercial  de- 
partment of  the  Capitol  Pusiness  College,  in 
Austin,  under  the  Presidency  of  Professor  J. 
J.  Anderson.  One  and  a half  years  later  he 
opened  the  Te.xas  Pusiness  College,  which 
now  enrolls  about  300  pupils  per  annum.  In 
August,  1895,  a branch  school  was  estab- 
lished at  Fort  Worth,  under  the  name  of 
AValden’s  Te.xas  Pusiness  College,  and  the 
Austin  school  was  changed  to  the  same  name. 
They  enroll  about  titty  pupils,  and  the  curric- 
ulum includes  a thorough  business  course  in 
bookkeeping,  penmanship,  business  arithme- 
tic, practical  English  giammai-,  mental  arith- 
metic. commercial  spelling,  correspondence, 
business  forms,  commercial  law  and  business 
ethics.  Prid'csscir  Walden  designs  the  term 
“business  course,’'  in  the  Walden’s  Te.xas 
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Hiisiness  Colk;cro,  to  mean  a training  in  all  j 
the  Knglisli  ami  a few  s|i(aM;il  brandies,  nee-  | 
essary  to  give  a well  romuled,  tliorougli,  I 
s}’minetrical  Knglisli  education,  developing 
the  powers  to  fipply  the  knowledge. 

Professor  Walden  was  married  in  October, 
1887,  to  Mi^s  Alice  L.  Phillips.  Mrs.  Wal- 
den is  a native  of  Te.xas,  her  parents  having 
come  to  this  State  at  an  early  date.  She  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Austin,  in 
the  Idgh  school,  and  in  St.  Mary’s  Academy. 
She  is  a teacher  of  ability,  and  has  charge  of 
the  short-hand  department  of  the  institution. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  AValden  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  in  which 
the  former  has  been  a teacher  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
order, — blue  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery, 
and  is  J.  D.  in  the  blue  lodge. 


ILLIaM  JUVEHAL  is  one  of  the 
prominent  poineers  of  Williamson 
county,  and  is  entitled  to  more  than 
passing  mention  in  this  connection.  He  was 
born  in  Vermilion  county,  Illinois,  Septem- 
ber 22,  1834.  When  a youth  of  fourteen 
years  his  family  with  some  relatives,  and 
other  lamilics  from  their  neighborhood,  set 
out  on  the  long  journey  to  Texas.  Enoch 
Oxley,  an  uncle  of  Mr.  Juvenal,  had  visited 
Williamson  county  a few  years  before  this 
time,  and  had  been  very  favorably  impressed 
with  the  Bushy  creek  country;  here  he 
l)oiiorht  a considerable  tract  of  land  on  which 
Mr.  Juvenal  was  entitled  to  settle. 

This  long  and  weary  trip  was  fraught 
with  accidents  and  tilled  with  privations. 
Js’ear  Rock  Island,  llliimis,  the  Suy  bridge 
fell,  precipitating  thi-ee  teams  into  the 
sti’cam;  thci'e  were  many  tedious  wait.s  for 


swollen  streams  to  fall,  and  finally  sickness 
and  death  invade(l  the  little  company,  d'he 
mother  of  our  subject  succiiinbed  to  the 
hardships,  and  her  remains  wi're  buried  at 
Ashley,  Missouri.  They  finally  i-eached  their 
destination;  the  country  was  new,  thinly 
settled  and  wild  trame  abounded  from  the 

i. 

jack  rabbit  to  the  buffalo.  In  the  spi'ing 
of  1841)  Mr.  Juvenal  const nicted  a breaking 
plow,  and  using  his  ox  teams  with  this  im- 
plement prepared  much  of  the  land  on  Bushy 
creek  for  cultivation.  He  next  engaged  in 
freiofhtinor  noods  from  Houston  and  distrib- 

tT*  O O 

iited  tliem  throughout  the  upper  country; 
this  ])i'oved  a very  profitable  occupation  in 
which  he  continued  for  sixteen  years.  The 
approach  of  the  “iron  horse,”  however,  de- 
stroyed this  industry,  and  Mr.  Juvenal  was 
forced  to  retire.  Turning  his  attention  to 
agriculture  he  began  to  improve  a farm,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  years  1869  and 
1870  spent  exclusively  in  the  cattle  business 
he  has  devoted  himself  to  agriculture.  He 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  1865,  paying 
for  the  first  320  acres  at  the  rj^te  of  $5 
per  acre,  and  for  the  remaining  118  acres  at 
the  rate  of  $15 ; 300  acres  are  cultivated  by 
tenants. 

James  Juvonal,  father  of  William  Juvenal, 
was  born  in  Ohio,  October  15,  1806;  he  emi- 
grated to  Illinois  in. early  days,  and  partici- 
]»ated  in  the  Black  Hawk  war.  Although 
his  opportunities  for  obraining  an  education 
had  been  poor  ho  surmounted  all  obstacles  in 
his  career  as  a business  man  and  gained  suc- 
cess in  the  end.  He  was  a Whig  in  his 
younger  days,  but  later  became  a Democrat. 
His  father,  a native  of  Enirland,  emigrated 
to  the  united  States,  and  located  in  Bennsyl- 
vania;  thence  he  I’cmoved  to  Ohio,  ami  later 
to  Illinois,  where  he  died  at  the  advaucml 
age  of  eighty- four  year.<.  He  mai  ried  Belly 
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Caiiiijliron,  and  tliey  liad  a family  of  sevoii 
fliildren;  JJavid,  Aiidi-o\v,  James,  Josiali, 
John,  Eliza  and  G.  M.  James  -Iiivenal  mar- 
ried Dorcas  Smalley,  a daughter  of  Jfenjamin 
and  Dolly  (Liggett)  Smalley,  who  were  the 
parents  of  six  ehildi-en : Detsey,  wife  of  Enoch 
Oxley;  Dolly,  who  married  Benjamin  Diir- 
c^l;  Dorcas;  Drudv,  wife  of  William  llobh; 
Cynthia,  wife  of  Mike  Bisinger  and  William. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juvenal  had  horn  to  them  a 
family  of  seven  children:  Mary  Elizabeth, 
deceased;  William;  J.  C.,  deceased;  Josiah; 
Benjamin;  John,  a resident  of  Oregon;  and 
Cynthia  Ann,  who  married  Bartlet  Asher. 

William  Juvenal  was  united  in  marriao-e, 
April  27,  1857,  to  Margaret,  a daughter  of 
G.  and  Elizabeth  (Vineyard)  Harris;  they 
are  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Juvenal,  Mary,  Mrs. 
II.  M.  McNutt,  and  John  A.,  a merchant  of 
II  utto,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juvenal  have 
had  nine  children:  Mary  Catharine,  the  wife 
of  T.  W.  Bowles;  Annie,  married  to  J.  T. 
Goosby;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Moore; 
Emily,  married  to  E.  F.  Harkins;  J.  W., 
deceased,  wdio  married  Miss  Nellie  McCor- 
mick, and  left  two  children;  Tobit  M.,  Austin, 
Etta  and  John  are  the  other  members  of  the 
family.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Juvenal  are 
worthy  and  consistent  members  of  the  Cum- 
berland Dresbyterian  church,  and  have  a liigh 
standing  in  the  community. 

D,  B.  A.  C.  WALKEB,  for  nineteen  years 
a practicing  physician  of  Bockdale, 
Mil  am  county,  being  in  point  of  resi- 
dence the  oldest  practitioner  of  this  place,  was 
born  in  the  town  of  Nacogdoches,  Texas,  Au- 
gust 3,  1851,  and  is  a son  of  Judge  Bichard 
S.  Walker,  deceased,  at  one  time  onc^  of  Texas’ 
iiiOst  eminent  jurists  and  highly  respected 


citizens,  a full  biography  of  whom  appears 
under  an  ajipropriate  title  in  this  work. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  reared  in 
his  native  place,  and  in  the  schools  of  that 
place  received  his  early  education.  He  tin- 
ished  his  collegiate  training  with  a course  in 
the  University  of  Virginia;  read  medicine 
and  was  graduated  at  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  of  New  York,  in  March, 
1873.  After  a year’s  practice  at  Nacogdoches 
he  located,  in  February,  1874,  at  Bockdale, 
where  he  entered  vigorously  on  the  pursuit 
of  his  profession,  which  he  has  followed 
actively  and  earnestly  at  this  place  since. 
Dr.  Walker,  although  yet  a young  man,  is 
the  pioneer  physician  of  Bockdale,  and  has 
attained  a position  as  physician  and  surgeon 
not  reached  by  many  men  of  his  age.  His 
chosen  profession  has  been  the  ambition  of 
his  life,  and  success  has  attended  him  at 
every  step  therein.  He  is  not  a specialist  in 
any  branch,  but  has  demonstrated  his  ability- 
in  all  the  branches  of  medicine.  He  has 
been  particularly  successful  in  surgery,  and 
is  probably  best  known  in  connection  with 
his  work  in  this  department.  He  is  the  local 
surgeon  of  the  International  & Great  North- 
ern and  the  San  Antonio  & Aransas  Bass 
Bailway  Companies,  and  is  frequently  called 
to  do  tine  surgical  work  in  counties  adjoin- 
ing his  own.  He  is  a member  of  the  Milam 
County  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Texas 
State  Medical  Association,  and  is  a frequent 
contributor  to  the  literature  of  the  pro- 
fession. 

Dr.  Walker  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  in  good 
health,  vigorous  in  action,  and  has  many 
years  of  usefulness  before  him.  His  tem- 
perament is  of  the  vital-sanguine  ordeig  his 
nature  is  buoyant  and  joyful.  Life  is  indeed 
to  him  a boon,  for  he  appreciates  all  of  its 
1 privileges  and  its  pleasures.  He  is  full  of 


.1  ( I 


I.',.  ''/Si 

' '.'^1  . 

; ’ V ' 

*t  i Mi  »v,' 

• I ./ 


» » 

'I  t 


j|  ■ V I ‘ ' 

I ;i  ’ ,f  ‘ t 


■'  / 

dr 


in 


/M  //.  V 


\)  . 4% 


I I 


Vi 

•V 


I ' .-f'lii*;*  4i  . 

4*1  •'  I i' <*:  I,  * i,  |4  ,'»!  Ihii 

t>a  n , »i*t  ((I 

• I v,‘»f  ^ I )•''!  hull 

-•I  I M, ‘I'lv/  n..:t4WL'*  A4--  1> 

..  I 't'W.di  ,vl<->*'  , (flUO 

•■i>  ! li.  A\ 

" . .-  :f>^<''hI*]  ‘ JiM  k i»1iW 

'1*1  .1  t 1.1  1/  mJ<-  '‘till  .lU 

*1'*  }»i 

I>M4  ■ ■ ) .1 

•"t  ‘ “*•  'i'*  • ’^V  \ ^ t 

I14»)  f fnict'ti’  i«  «»/•*'  rtpA 

.,*11**  . i.:(*t  , ' iiii  r I MlbllllW 


to.  I '.  '.I  b >■!  >1  ./U  .0  TiMi-jqA^ 

/ I (/■  m»ufV ^ r{|««iixii.f  bun  .0 

■ I'i  .'Mipvt'l.  Til/  to  »v;ii  .i4iq  OTi^ 

• 1 ■til*  * Md’  T.  ,M  .U 

'4-.;  I jW  ,«jh*II 

1*1/'  . * ' M'H  • tij  im  J r-«  tilidd  i>  iIm  liAl! 

I ' •II'V  4*”'  .fHitjtA.  V/  .T  lo 

il'i  'I'  > .1.1  v^ii/  ptlj  ,f| fiitljMliJI 

, ; »>  il  ii'll  iy|  UtMlIMMl 

* t 1/  Imiiibm  'idw 

' ' . ,.W’  I H<  I'  , < >/l  LkIH  ,4l>(lU 

I'  I iiutn  «£'t*u  tifj  ■■n*  \iitwL  Imie  <iM31 

I u;  M ' ■ •<  V ■ i.  - \ y>  f4«i»  ii<i  iiii»ii  ^nmni 
•I  ' I .‘»\l*|i'4in  iii'/iitimiiHi  tj)U4 

' I ■ ..I  bfi*  ,f|'n;jil5 

«tll  lit 


I I . ' ■ < U It  I •. 

I I J ■ »l 

' . j i'  . '■■!. I 

..  , M il 

■'  : ' ■ 

I -<4iM  >t 

II.  ■ 

It  * I i.ltl  I*  I 


' • I , 

I 

M 1/ 


,'l  M 


I , f I ' 

. I ' .t  .■ 

t.  I • »♦  i\  ♦ < 

, MhliiVM  ' MiWiiil'  ' 

'|•tl  •! 


»■■(/  • ' III 


■f  ‘ t ,JI yJ  .1 /i  W .?>  A il  1^  4 

;•  r'.' I ‘I'll!  to  4iMj»)«yr{4|  -I  **j  n llffl  ^ 

■ <1  M .*lWf>l^  1>  ,^tlll'lV(  IO»|i|4  . _ 

4i.  *1 , 1 »»j,,  »<»4:  iij  MtimJitrNMq  4*-'  »» i;  3>KiMb 

t,  >>  NtiM/iia  (|4  ..|,/,■.^l  • iwoji  iHi'i  111  ti-Hxl 

.1,  > Ii‘i*.  Im  jf.ii..  • .♦T’tiii.'  't.olu' It  1*»  no#  « <i  lo'.i  JiV.I  ,C  ^ 

• IJ  Ju  l(|i  ti  l»  .!i»  .1  ji|it  «(|  Hr/  no  t*)  U inni  •■>  •^  a i llf  .'  ’i- l>  ' ‘Mb,!  rdfriVf  .3 

‘*11  f»«‘  •<(  ‘ill  rTM04,i!»i.|  nl.i  I>|{«  I i U|  ■ ' t Mu.il 


. K.  4> 


*i*H\ 
I.  « / 


II T STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


507 


jest  an(]  limnoi',  and  enjoys  o o;ood  story  as 
well  as  Ills  breakfast.  He  is  pnblic-spiritcd 
atid  enterpi’isin^,  and  readily  endorses  any 
project  calculated  to  stimulate  the  prosperity 
of  his  town  and  county.  Generous  and  affa- 
ble, his  sympathies  c.\pi-ess  themselves  in 
kindness  to  his  friends,  and  charities  where 
they  are  merited.  He  believes  that  religion 
is  a matter  of  conscience,  and  therefore  not 
to  be  interfered  with,  as  he  believes  that 
politics  is  a matter  of  principle  in  which 
men  honestly  differ.  AVhile  not  a partisan, 
he  is  a Democrat,  holding  liberal  views  with 
respect  to  party  management,  l)ut  strict  in 
liis  adherence  to  the  principles  on  which  the 
party  is  founded.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  having  taken  the  blue 
lodge  and  Royal  Arch  degrees,  and  is  Wor- 
shipful Master  of  Lodge  No.  414,  at  Rock- 
dale. 

In  June,  1879,  Dr.  Walker  married  Miss 
Gertrude  Wright,  of  Rockdale,  a daughter  of 
Captain  David  Wright,  who  moved  from 
Sardis,  Mississippi,  to  Te.xas.  Mrs.  Walker 
was  born  and  principally  reared  in  Missis- 
sippi. To  this  union  five  children  have  been 
born. 

JL.  MORRIS,  more  familiarly  known  as 
Logue  Morris,  is  one  of  the  early  set- 
' tiers  of  Williamson  county,  having 
located  in  his  present  neighborhood  in  1856. 
The  Morris  family  were  originally  from 
North  Carolina,  and  moved  into  Franklin 
county,  Tennessee,  in  an  early  day.  John 
Morris,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  North  Carolina  in  1802,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  Fraiddin  county,  Tennessee,  in 
1848.  He  was  married  in  that  county  in 
1828,  to  Sarah  Frame.  In  1854  the  mother 
and  hxmily  came  to  Texas,  spending  the  first 


two  yeai's  in  Tra\  is  county,  and  then  located 
near  where  our  sui>ject  now  resides,  eightc'cn 
miles  northwest  of  Georimtowii,  at  the  head 
of  l>eri-y’s  creek,  in  Williamson  county.  It 
was  then  a frontier  place,  wild  game  of  all 
kinds  was  plentiful,  ami  an  occasional  visit 
from  hostile  Indians  disturbed  the  peace  of 
the  community.  This  locality  is  now  one 
of  the  most  prosperous  and  thickly  settle<l 
parts  of  the  county,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris 
had  nine  children;  Ellen,  deceased;  Adaline, 
now  Mrs.  Ferguson,  of  Goliad,  Texas;  J. 
L.,  our  subject;  John,  of  Hamilton  county, 
this  State;  William,  a resident  of  Taylor; 
Edward,  of  AVilliamson  county;  Fannie,  de- 
ceased; Ann,  now  Mrs.  Gardner,  of  Mills 
county,  Texas;  and  Yirginia,  wife  of  John 
Moore,  of  Forence,  this  county.  The  mother 
lived  with  her  children  after  they  left  home 
until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  August, 
1887. 

J.  L.  Morris  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Tennessee,  February  19,  1832.  At  the  death 
of  his  father  the  care  of  the  family  was 
thrown  on  his  young  shoulders,  although 
he  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  he 
assisted  his  mother  in  keeping  the  children 
at  home  until  they  were  able  to  care  for  them- 
selves. At  the  opening  of  the  late  war  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twelfth  Texas  Cav- 
alry, served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  depart- 
ment until  the  surrender,  and  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Cotton  Plant,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Yellow  Rayoii,  etc.  Mr.  Morris  now  owns 
one  of  the  finest  prairie  farms  in  AVilliam- 
son county,  consisting  of  363  acres,  140  acres 
under  a fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  situated 
on  the  Lampasas  and  Georgetown  road, eight- 
een miles  from  the  latter  ])lace. 

In  1868,  in  AVilliamson  county,  our  sul)- 
ject  was  iinitiG  in  marriage  to  Susan  Moore, 
a niece  of  L.  Moore,  a Te.xas  pioneer.  To  this 
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iiiiitm  lune  1)C(Mi  lioni  tovt'ii  cliikli'cMi:  Sarali, 
now  xMrs  Kdoar,  of  (iiiiii  Springs,  'Trxas;  d. 
li.,  William,  Janu's,  (llara,  Jimmicc  and  Susie, 
at  home.  Mr.  Mc.n'i.s  is  a staunch  Demo- 
crat, and  a member  of  the  Mis.sionary  I’ap- 
tist  Chniadi. 


1F^II()]\[AS  WILblAMS,  a successful 
farmer  of  Williamson  cotinty,  is  a .son 
of  Thomas  and  Tabitha  (Williams) 
. Williams.  The  father  was  born,  reared 
and  mari'ied  in  Indiana,  and  afterward  moved 
to  Scott  county,  Arkansas.  In  1854  the 
family  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  Burnet 
county,  Texas,  on  North  (iabriel  creek.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Williams  had  four  children : Ro- 

land and  James,  of  Burnet  county,  Texas; 
Charlotte,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  C.  C. 
Steward,  also  of  that  county;  and  Thomas, 
our  subject.  The  mother  died  in  Arkansas 
in  1838,  when  Thomas  was  but  an  infant, 
and  the  father  departed  this  life  in  Texas, 
August  23.  1890.  He  was  a farmer  by 
occupation,  and  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

Thomas  Williams  was  born  in  Scott.  Ar- 
kansas, September  25,  1838,  and  when  a boy 
came  with  his  father  to  Texas.  During  the 
war  he  was  a member  of  the  State  rangers, 
under  Captain  Bedick,  and  served  on  the 
Texas  frontier.  He  now  owns  a tine  farm  of 
600  acres,  located  on  North  Gabriel  creek, 
twenty-two  miles  northwest  of  Georgetown, 
160  acres  being  under  cultivation.  In  his 
political  relations,  Mr.  Williams  affiliates 
■with  the  Democratic  party,  and  I'eligiously 
is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

October  25,  1858,  lu'  was  united  in  mar- 
riao-e  with  Klizabeth  Smart,  a native  of  Mis- 

M.  and  Knima 


souri,  and  a daughter  of  B. 


(Cox)  Smai’t.  Mrs.  Williams  came  with  her 
parents  to  d\‘xas  in  1851,  where  the  father 
died  in  1879;  the  mother  is  still  living.  Our 
subject  and  wife  have  had  twelve  children, 
namely:  Sman  T.,  wife  of  Samuel  Priest,  of 
Williamson  county;  Milan,  of  Bunict  county ; 
William,  of  this  county;  Josephine,  wife  of 
W.  C.  Baker,  of  Burnet  county;  J.  R.,  at 
home;  J.  M.,  a resident  of  M^illiamson  coun- 
ty; Emma,  wife  of  W.  T.  Thornton,  of  Bur- 
net county;  Charles  M.,  at  home;  Charlotte, 
Geoi'ge  W.,  H.  P.,  and  Albert  B. 

D.R.  j.  C.  REESE,  dentist  and  druggist 
1 of  Cameron,  Milam  county,  is  a native 

of  Washita  county,  Arkansas,  where 

he  was  from  in  1855,  and  is  a son  of  Janies 
Henry  and  Malinda  M.  Reese,  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  respectively. 
His  parents  were  mainly  reared  in  Arkansas, 
married  in  that  State  and  resided  there  until 
their  removal  to  Texas  in  1870.  They  set- 
tled in  Milam  county  in  1872,  after  having 
resided  a year  in  Travis  and  a year  in  Bas- 
trop county.  Here  the  father  died  Novem- 
ber 14,  1888,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  mother  April  16,  1893,  in  the 
sixty-first  year  of  her  age.  The  Doctor  is 
their  eldest  son,  there  being  but  two  other 
children,  Joel  Samuel  residing  in  Milam 
county;  and  LeRoy  Zachary,  residing  in 
McLennan  county. 

Dr.  Reese  was  reared  mainly  in  this  county 
and  received  his  education  in  the  country 
schools.  He  read  dentistry  here  and  attended 
lectui-es  at  the  Univei'sity  of  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, at  which  he  graduated  (in  dentistry) 
in  1881.  March  20,  that  year,  he  married 
Miss  Abbie  Womack,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  ('. 
Womack,  of  Cameron,  and  located  in  this 
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j)lace,  wliere  he  hegun  tlu;  pi-actice  of  his  pro- 
fession. In  1885  1k5  enp;a}j;e<J  in  the  dnip; 
hiisiness,  in  eonnection  with  liis  father  in- 
law, and  has  since  been  engag(Hl  in  it,  being 
now  tlie  senior  ineniber  of  tlie  linn  of  Ree.-e 
Sa|»p.  On  tlie  organization  of  tlie  First 
National  Rank  of  Cameron  in  1889  he  took 
stock  in  that  institution,  and  in  January, 
1892,  became  its  vice-president,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  holds.  He  (jives  Ids  attention 
e.xclusively  to  his  pi'ofession  and  to  his  drug 
business,  and  for  the  size  of  the  town  in 
which  he  is  located  he  enjoys  a reasonably 
good  patronage.  Modest  in  his  deportment, 
fair  in  his  business  methods,  attentive  to  his 
own  affairs,  he  is — and  his  fellow-townsmen 
so  regard  him-  - one  of  Cameron’s  most  val- 
liable  citizens. 


EV.  W.  S.  LACKEY,  a substantial 
fanner  and  most  highly  respected  and 
popular  citizen  of  Burleson  county, 
was  born  in  what  was  then  Marion, 
now  Sequatchie  county,  Tennessee,  July  15, 
1830.  His  parents  were  John  P.  and  Elvira 
Lackey,  the  former  of  whom  was  a native  of 
Kentucky,  born  in  1805,  the  latter  a native 
of  Tennessee,  born  in  1811.  The  parents  of 
John  P.  Lackey  were  Hugh  L.  and  Sarah  J. 
Lackey,  Hugh  L.  Lackey  being  a native  of 
North  Carolina,  where  he  was  born  in  1772, 
and  Sarah  J.  Porter,  a native  of  Kentucky, 
where  she  was  born  in  1784.  Hugh  L. 
Ijackev  was  a blacksmith  liy  trade,  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  an  office  in  the  State  mi 
litia,  an  early  settler  of  east  Tennessee,  a 
leader  in  politics  and  a populai’  and  prosjier- 
ous  citizen.  John  P.  Lackey  was  reared  in 
his  native  State;  there  learned  the  trade  of  a 


hattei-,  man-ied  Elvira  Stone  of  that  Slate 
and  in  1833  moved  to  Alabama,  settling  in 
what  is  now  Calhoun  county,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a soldier 
in  the  Seminole  war  of  1830,  was  a Colonel 
in  the  State  militia  in  Alabama,  hela  the 
office  of  J iistice  of  the  Peace  and  was  a life- 
long member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His 
wife  5^s  a daughter  of  General  William 
Stone,  a prominent  citizen  of  Tennessee,  Cap- 
tain of  a company  of  volunteers  in  the  Creek 
war,  an  officer  of  distinction  in  the  State  mil- 
itia and  represented  his  district  in  Congress 
several  sessions.  The  wife  of  William  Stone 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Maiy  Randle  and 
the  children  of  their  marriage  were:  Teresa, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Pankey; 
Elvira  (Mrs.  Lackey);  Rebecca,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  George  W.  Cain;  Louisa,  who  was 
married  to  A.  J.  W^heeler;  Amanda,  who  was 
married  to  J.  M.  Cain;  McDonough  Perry 
Decatur;  Rhoda  Jane,  who  was  married  to  J. 
M.  Havron;  John  L.  and  Spencer  C.  The 
children  of  Hugh  L.  and  Sarah  J.  Lackey 
were:  Elizabeth,  who  was  married  to  Will- 

iam Hull;  Isabella,  who  was  married  to 
Jacob  Pearce;  Robert  William  J.;  Margaret, 
who  was  married  to  Leroy  Bid  well;  Jane, 
who  was  married  to  George  McKaskill; 
James  M.;  Eliza,  who  was  married  to  Elgin 
Hutchinson;  Henry  P.  and  John  P. 

John  P.  and  Elvira  Lackey’s  children  were: 
William  S.,  of  this  article;  Sarah  Jane,  who 
was  married  to  J.  M.  Teague;  Christopher 
C.;  Mary  P.,  who  w'as  married  to  J.  M.  Pow- 
ell; Amanda,  who  died  young;  Hugh  L.; 
Margaret  E.,  who  was  first  married  to  James 
Burdett,  and  secondly  to  J.  11.  Ford;  Eliza, 
who  was  married  lo  Joel  Arnold;  Minado 
Polk,  who  was  married  to  Burt  Cobb;  John 
L. ; and  Teresa,  who  was  married  to  Peter 
Savage. 
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AVilliam  S.  Lackey  was  r(*are<l  nii  a farm  in 
Calliouii  comity,  Alahama,  where  he  was 
trained  to  all  kinds  of  farniiiiir  j.nrsiiits  ami 
where  in  the  intervals  of  his  labors  he  re- 
ceived the  elements  of  a eommon  Eimlish 
education,  lie  learned  the  hatter’s  trade  from 
his  father  and  followed  it  a nnmher  of  years 
in  early  life. 

January  22,  1850,  Mr.  Lackey  married 
M iss  Martha  ]\[.  Ghent,  a damrliter  m Dan- 
iel  and  Xancy  Ghent,  Mrs.  Lackey  being  a 
native  of  Calhoun  county,  iVlahama. 

In  1862  Mr.  Lackey  entered  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  enlisting  in  the  Fifty-first  Ala- 
bama Kegiment  of  Calvary,  Wlieeler’s  Di- 
vision, with  which  he  served  until  his  capture 
June  27,  1863,  at  Shelby ville,  Tennessee. 
From  that  date  until  the  close  of  hostilities 
he  was  confined  in  Federal  prisons,  spending 
most  of  the  time  at  Fort  Delaware,  on  Dela- 
ware Island.  He  returned  home  after  the 
surrender  and  resided  in  Alabama  until  1869, 
when  he  came  to  Texas  and  settled  at  Port 
Sullivan,  Milam  county.  A year  later  he 
moved  to  Burleson  county,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Lackey  be- 
came converted  and  joined  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  under  impressions  to 
preach  for  a number  of  years  and  in  1860 
entered  actively  on  ministerial  work,  which 
he  has  followed  since.  His  labors  have  been 
interspersed  with  secular  pursuits,  princi- 
pally farming,  but  his  time  has  been  given 
chiefly  to  gospel  work.  He  has  had  a num- 
ber of  charges  in  Burleson  county,  which 
county  has  been  the  principal  scene  of  his 
ministerial  labors,  havinxr  served  the  church 
at  Providence  for  fifteen  years,  the  church  at 
Salem  for  twelve  years  and  the  church  at 
Fraimville  for  five  years.  During  his  min- 
istry he  has  held  a numher  of  revivals,  has 


lja[)ti/,ed  over  400  convoi'ts,  has  solemnized 
the  rites  of  matrimony  for  about  150  couples, 
and  has  jirohahly  olliciated  at  a greater  num- 
ber of  funerals  than  any  other  minister  in 
Burleson  county.  On  account  of  his  devo- 
tion to  his  church,  the  simplicity  of  his  char- 
acter and  the  earnest  interest  he  takes  in  his 
fellow  beings,  he  is  greatly  admired  by  all 
classes  of  people  and  especially  beloved  liy 
those  with  whom  and  for  whom  he  has  so 
long  labored. 

Mr.  Lackey  and  wife  have  had  born  to 
them  the  following  children:  Ida,  who  died 

at  the  atre  of  thirteen:  Kittie,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Combs,  a minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church ; Elva;  Daniel,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen;  Nora;  AVilliam  Charles, 
Earnest,  Henry  and  Emma,  the  last  dying  in 
infancy. 

In  1853  Mr.  Lackey  joined  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  has  been  an  active  member  of 
tlie  order  since. 


OHN  NEAVSOM.— In  the  year  1855, 
in  a period  of  general  industrial  activ- 
ity, and  at  a time  when  Texas  was 
receiving  large  accessions  to  its  population 
from  the  older  States,  there  arrived  in  the 
lower  Brazos  country  a well-to-do  planter 
from  Georgia,  named  Joeday  Newsom,  who 
settled  with  his  family  and  the  slaves  who 
accompanied  him,  in  AVashington  county, 
then  one  of  the  wealthiest  and  best  known 
sections  of  the  State.  Five  years  later  he 
moved  to  Brazos  county,  and  still  later  to  the 
Brazos  bottoms  of  Burleson  county,  where  he 
purchased  1,000  acres  of  land  on  which  he 
located,  ami  which  he  liegan  to  reduce  to 
cultivation.  The  (jpeiiing  oi  the  late  war 
sto[)ped  to  a considerable  extent  his  opera- 
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lions,  not  only  hocanse  it  demoralized  his 
slaves  and  rendeiod  inelHcdent  thoir  labor,  but 
because  he  was  called  away  to  the  service  and 
kept  from  home  most  of  the  time  until  the 
closing  months  of  the  great  struggle.  He 
died  just  before  the  close  of  hostilities  in 
1866  from  sickness,  being  at  home  at  the 
time.  Ilis  eldest  son,  Jesse,  had  died  in  the 
Confederate  service,  so  that  surviving  the 
father  were  a widow  and  live  children.  The 
widow  lived  until  July,  1891,  when  she  too 
passed  away.  The  eldest  child  of  the  family 
was  a daughter,  Sallie,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Tom  Goodwin  and  resides  at  Bryan;  the 
eldest  son  after  the  death  of  Jesse,  was  John, 
while  the  four  younger  members  were  Robert, 
a Burleson  county  farmei-, — Mary,  Olivia  and 
Joed ay. 

John  Rewsom  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Georgia,  August  11,  1849,  and  was 
in  his  sixth  year  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Texas.  His  boyhood  was  passed  in  AVashing- 
ton  and  Brazos  counties  and  his  youth  in 
Burleson.  He  had  the  benefit  of  good  edu- 
cational advantages,  attending  school  at  Inde- 
pendence and  at  Waco.  He  took  charge  of 
affairs  on  the  farm  after  growing  up  and 
addressed  himself  to  the  task  of  putting 
things  to  rights  on  the  old  homestead'  and  to 
assisting  in  the  proper  training  of  his  younger 
brothers  and  sisters.  Having  thus  early 
been  brought  into  contact  with  the  practical 
affairs  of  life,  he  learned  to  rely  upon  himself 
and  to  put  into  use  all  the  knowdedge  he  had 
ac([uired  at  school,  and  all  he  had  picked  up 
at  intervals  around  home  on  the  farm.  Mr. 
Newsom  has  been  engaged  continuously  now 
for  twenty-four  years  in  farming,  at  which 
he  has  met  with  exceptionally  good  success, 
being  accounted  one  of  Burleson  county’s 
largest,  thriftiest  and  most  successlul  farmers. 
His  place  consisting  of  600  acres,  lying  in 


the  famous  Brazos  bottoms,  and  nearly  all  of 
which  is  in  cultivation,  producing  about  300 
bales  of  cotton  annually,  and  yielding  suffi- 
cient grain  to  support  stock  and  run  itsuccess- 
fully  without  resorting  to  other  I'esources. 
Mr.  Newsom  also  owns  and  conducts  during 
the  ginning  season  a steam  gin,  which  receives 
a liberal  patronage  and  is  a source  of  some 
revenue.  Being  somewhat  isolated  from  the 
rest  of  the  world  and  a man  who  believes 
strongly  in  the  maxim  of  minding  his  own 
business,  he  has  never  actively  engaged  in 
public  matters,  having  held  no  offices  nor 
taken  any  part  in  political  wrangles.  He 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket  on  all  occasions, 
and  believes  in  good  government  and  the 
strict  enforcement  of  the  law  and  the  obser- 
vance of  order,  to  the  maintainance  of  all  of 
which  he  lends  his  aid  actively  and  by  ex- 
ample. Mr.  Newsom  is  unmarried. 


M bs.  IRENE  L E AV  I S,  widow  of 
George  R.  Lewis,  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neer women  of  Texas.  She  was  born 
in  Blount  county,  Alabama,  Septem- 
ber 16,  1821,  daughter  of  John  and  Molly 
(Holt)  Ryan.  Her  father  and  mother  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  respect- 
ively, and  were  married  in  Kentucky.  Her 
grandfather,  AVilliam  Ryan,  a native  of  the 
Emerald  Isle,  came  to  America  and  located 
in  Virginia,  where  he  reared  and  educated 
his  children.  John  Ryan,  father  of  Mrs. 
Lewis,  came  to  Texas  in  1832,  as  a member 
of  Captain  Bean’s  company,  and  died  at  Fort 
Gibson  the  following  year. 


The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  mainly 
reared  in  Johnson  county,  Arkansas,  where 
married,  April  4,  1839,  to  George 


lie  was 


R.  Lewis,  with  whom  the  joys  ami  sorr 
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of  hei'  life  were  Ijloiided  until  liis  death.  Mi-. 
Lewis  was  honi  in  Tennessee,  Jan  nary  2, 
1812,  and  was  reai-ed  in  his  native  State,  lie 
was  a son  of  William  Lewis,  a native  of  Vir- 
ginia and  by  occnpafion  a IJacksmith,  which 
trade  he  followed  in  connection  with  farm- 
ing. He  owned  many  slaves  and  was  a 
wealthy  and  prominent  man.  George  R. 
J^ewis  was  a natural  mechanic.  He  could 
make  almost  anything  out  of  wood  or  iron, 
and  did  his  own  work  of  that  kind  on  the 
farm,  as  he  was  engaged  in  farming  all  his 
life.  Mr.  and  jMrs.  Lewis  removed  from 
Arkansas  to  Texas  in  1852,  arriving  in 
Burleson  county  on  the  1st  of  June.  Their 
family  at  that  time  consisted  of  six  children. 
They  brought  with  them  their  slaves,  some 
stock,  etc  , and  here  in  this  county  Mr.  Lewis 
developed  two  farms.  He  sold  his  first  farm 
and  some  slaves  and  was  swindled  out  of  the 
proceeds.  This  loss  so  worked  on  his  mind 
that  it  distracted  him  and  led  to  his  death  by 
suicide  in  March,  1860.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  had  350  acres  of  land,  which  he  left 
to  his  widow  and  children.  Under  these  sad 
circumstances  Mrs.  Lewis  took  upon  herself 
the  management  of  the  farm  and  the  rearing 
of  her  large  family  of  children.  These  she 
raised,  educated  and  kept  together  until  one 
hy  one  they  married  and  left  her,  and  as  they 
settled  in  life  she  gave  each  one  of  them  a 
start.  All  of  her  nine  children  grew  to  adult 
years.  They  are  as  follows:  Sarah,  who  was 
twice  married,  and  who  died  leaving  an  only 
child;  John  R.,  a resident  of  Holan  county; 
Christianna,  wife  of  Raul  R.  Valentine,  is 
deceased;  Jennie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  unmarried;  Maggie,  wife  of 
James  Lewis;  Lou,  wife  of  Silas  Valentine; 
George  A.,  a prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Burleson  county;  Alice,  wife  of 
Taylor  Keene,  a resident  of  Alal)ama;  and  i 


Willie,  wife  of  James  W.  Winn,  of  Tom 
Green  county,  this  State.  Mrs.  Lewis  has 
fifty  grandchildren.  All  of  her  family  oc-. 
cupy  honoral)Ie  and  useful  positions  in  life. 
Her  son-in-law,  Mr.  Lewis,  now  has  charge 
of  her  farm,  and  he  and  his  family  reside 
with  her  at  the  old  homestead. 

The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  Mrs.  Lewis  having 
belonged  to  this  church  since  1864,  and  hav- 
iim  raised  all  of  her  children  under  its  intln- 
ence,  and  to  it  one  of  her  sous  and  all  of  her 
daughters  and  sons-in-law  belong. 

P.  SMITH,  a well-to-do  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Burleson  county,  was 
born  in  Broome  county.  New  York, 
October  2,  1824.  His  parents  were  Neoniiah 
and  Ruth  Smith,  who  wore  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. He  was  the  fourth-born  in  a fam- 
ily of  six  children,  and  the  only-one  of  that 
number  who,  so  far  as  is  known,  ever  became 
a resident  of  this  State.  Mr.  Smith  had  a 
varied  experience  when  a young  man.  leaving 
home  at  an  early  age,  since  which  time  he 
has  lost  sight  of  his  people,  and  in  conse- 
quence knows  but  little  of  them.  His  father 
beinsf  a woolen  manufacturer  the  son  was 

o 

taught  that  trade,  spending  most  of  his  youth 
in  the  factory  and  receiving  but  little  educa- 
tion. At  the  age  of  twenty-one  his  father 
crave  him  §5,  and,  telling  him  that  he  was 
now  master  of  a good  trade,  suggested  that 
he  strike  out  and  begin  the  serious  duties  of 
life  for  himself. 

Young  Smith’s  first  ti-ip  was  to  Baltimore, 
Maryland.  He  ha<l  been  at  that  place  only 
a short  time  when  he  decided  to  visit  an  uncle 
in  Michigan.  A few  months  were  spent  in 
that  State,  when  he  went  to  the  lumber 
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regions  of  j\Iinnesot<a  and  Wisconsin  He 
remained  tliei’e  al)Out  four  years,  after  wliieli 
lie  went  to  St.  I.oiiis,  and  then  to  New 
Orleans.  He  was  in  New  Orleans  in  1S50, 
and,  the  “ fold  fever”  then  ratrino  thronoh- 
out  the  country  having  seized  him,  lie  started 
for  the  Pacific  coast.  Tlie  trip  was  made  hy 
steamer  bv  way  of  Panama,  and  he  landed  in 
San  Francisco  in  ]\[arch,  1850.  He  mined 
only  a few  months,  when  he  turned  Ids  at- 
tention to  the  live-stock  business:  buying 
and  selling  butchers’  stock,  mainly  cattle  and 
sheep.  He  made  considerable  money  at  this, 
but  in  1853  lost  nearly  all  he  had  accumu- 
lated up  to  that  time  by  an  unfortunate 
venture  in  the  sheep  industry.  He  was  in 
no  wise  discouraged,  however,  and  by  patient 
industry  and  good  business  management  was 
soon  on  his  feet  ag-ain.  In  1856  he  con- 
ceived  the  idea  that  there  was  considerable 
money  to  be  made  buying  and  driving  cattle 
through  from  Texas  to  California,  and  came 
to  this  State  that  year  in  company  with  a 
friend,  Henry  Harrison,  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  his  fortune  in  this  business.  Put  be- 
fore the  enterprise  had  been  got  well  under 
way  Mr.  Harrison  died,  and  this  caused  Mr. 
Smith  to  change  his  plans.  He  decided  to 
locate  in  Burleson  county,  and,  establishing 
himself  here,  was  soon  engaged  in  handling 
cattle  on  a large  and  profitable  scale.  His 
business,  like  everybody’s  else,  suffered  se- 
verely during  the  war,  so  much  so  that  by 
1862  his  bunch  of  cattle  had  dwindled  to  half 
what  it  was  before  the  opening  of  hostilities. 
He  sold  out  what  was  left  and  entered  the 
(’onfederate  service,  where  he  remained  until 
the  war  was  over. 

Having  married  in  1859  ]\[r.  Smith  lioufhl , 
in  1866,  a tract  of  land  con.-isting  of  350 
acres,  on  which  he  settled  and  turned  hi.-?  at- 
tention actively  to  fanning  and  stock  rai.-imo 

J tD  O 


I'hc  “Hush  times”  following  the  close  of  the 
war,  when  all  kinds  of  agricultural  products 
sold  for  good  prices  and  fortunes  were  easily 
made  in  cattle,  hrouoht  Mr.  Smith  much 
prosperity.  His  accumulations  were  regu- 
larly inve.-^ted  in  good  l)ott(jm  land  and  in 
stock,  and  in  this  way  he  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  success  which  has  come  to  him  in  later 
years.  His  real-estate  holdings  at  this  time 
amount  to  2,600  acres,  1,500  acres  of  which 
ai-e  under  fence.  His  ranch  is  well  stocked 
ami  a small  portion  of  it  in  cultivation.  He 
has  been  devoted  to  his  business  interests  ex- 
clusively, never  having  held  any  office  but 
that  of  Constable,  which  he  accepted  and  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  for  a number 
of  years  as  a matter  of  accommodation  to  his 
neighbors  and  fellow-citizens.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  having  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Lewis  Cass  in  1818, 
and  having  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party  since 

Mr.  Smith’s  wife’s  maiden  name  was 
Eleanor  Milam,  she  being  adaughterof  John 
and  Levicie  Milam  and  a native  of  Tennessee, 
where  she  was  born  February  29,  1821.  At 
the  time  of  his  marriage  to  her  she  was 
the  widow  of  Drury  Miller.  Mi’s.  Smith 
came  to  Texas  in  1813  with  her  first  husband, 
settling  in  Burleson  county,  where  he  died  in 
1858.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Miller 
Mrs.  Smith  had  five  children  : Josiah,  Liphus, 
Charles,  Mary  A.  and  John,  only  one  of 
whom  is  now  living,  Mary  A.,  the  wife  of  A. 
Isbell.  By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Smith  she 
has  had  two  children:  Eliza,  now  deceased, 
and  George  L. 

This  brief  biography  gives  only  the  out- 
lines of  an  active,  varied  and  successful 
career.  In  what  is  here  said  there  is  hardly 
a suggestion  of  the  vicissitudes  through  which 
Ml'.  Smith  has  passed.  IJfe  with  him  has 
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been  a strii^irle  from  early  manhood,  and  he 
has  seen  it  as  only  those  see  it  who  are 
hroiifrlit  in  daily  contact  with  its  ruo-o-ed 
forces  and  its  blighting  uncertainties,  lie 
has  experienced  it  througli  all  the  changes  of 
prosperity  and  adversity.  He  has  lived 
among  all  k’inds  and  conditions  of  men;  has 
had  to  do  with  all  dejjrees  of  intelligence  and 
honesty;  has  followed  many  pursuits  under 
varying  conditions  and  in  widely  scattered 
localities. 

ROBERT  GROCE,  another  one  of  the 
prosperous  farmers  of  Burleson  county, 
Texas,  residing  near  Tunis,  was  horn  in 
northern  Mississippi,  hiovember  12,  1842, 
and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
receiving  only  a limited  education.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  until  the  war  came 
on,  and  in  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighteen, 
entered  the  Confederate  service  as  a member 
of  Company  A,  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  of 
Mississippi  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  Tennessee.  He  was 
in  some  hard-fought  battles  and  many  skir- 
mishes. At  Lookout  mountain,  November 
24,  1863,  he  was  captured  and  carried  to 
Rock  Island,  Illinois,  where  he  was  held  a 
prisoner  until  March,  1865.  He  was  then 
exchanged  and  sent  to  Richmond,  Virginia, 
where  he  received  a thirty-days’  parole,  and 
before  he  reached  home  Lee  surrendered. 
During  all  his  service  he  never  received  a 
wound. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Groce  remained  at 
liome  until  1869,  coming  in  December  of  that 
year  to  Burleson  county,  Texas.  Here  for 
two  years  he  rented  land.  Then  he  bought 
200  acres  where  he  now  lives,  then  all  in 
woods,  and  to  his  original  purchase  he  has 


since  added  until  he  now  has  354  acres.  He 
has  a e-ood  house  and  other  substantial  im- 
provements,  and  has  eighty  acres  under 
fence  Hi.s  chief  crops  are  cotton,  corn  and 
oats,  and  he  oives  considerable  attention  to 
the  raising  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  hiring 
hands  to  carry  on  his  farming  operations. 

Mr.  Groce  is  a son  of  John  J.  and  Mary 
(Nix)  Groce,  of  Tennessee.  The  Groce 
family  originated  in  Germany,  flohn  J. 
Groce  took  a prominent  part  in  local  affaii-s, 
and  was  well  known  and  highly  respected. 
He  was  Captain  of  a military  company  at  an 
early  day,  and  for  many  years  served  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  By  trade  he  was  a 
mechanic,  and  he  also  carried  on  farinino; 
operations.  His  wife  died  in  1861,  and 
from  time  to  time  his  family  of  children 
settled  in  homes  of  their  own  until  in  1882, 
left  alone,  he  came  to  Texas  to  reside  witli 
his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  here 
he  died  the  fullowincr  year.  He  reared  four 
children,  the  third  horn  being  J.  Robei-t. 
Only  two  of  the  number  live  in  Texas,  Mr. 
Groce  having  a widowed  sister,  Mrs.  Scott,  in 
this  State.  One  brother  died  in  the  army. 

Mr.  Groce  has  been  twice  married.  In 
1867  he  wedded  M iss  Mary  Ivry,  a native 
of  Alabama  and  a daughter  of  J.  J.  and  E. 
J.  Ivry.  Her  parents  came  from  Alabama 
to  Texas  in  1871,  and  settled  in  this  county, 
where  her  father  died  in  February,  1885. 
Her  mother  is  still  living.  Mrs.  Groce 
died  February  12,  1878,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, viz..  Lela,  at  home;  and  Emma  J., 
wife  of  T.  L.  Homes,  a farmer  and  stock- raiser 
of  Burleson  county.  May  13,  1880,  Mr. 
Groce  married  Miss  S.  A.  Aldennan,  who 
was  born  in  Mississippi,  October  21,  1854, 
and  reared  in  that  State.  Of  hei'  parents, 
James  and  iMary  E.  (Sanders)  Alderman,  we 
record  that  the  former  was  a native  of  North 
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C-aroliiia,  and  died  of  sicknes.s  while  in  tlie 
service  of  the  late  war,  in  (tetnljer,  1802; 
that  tlie  latter  was  married  again,  came  to 
Texas  witli  her  family  in  1878,  and  is  still 
living.  Mr.  Groce  and  his  present  wife  have 
three  children,  namely:  Jennie  Mabel,  born 
February  14,  1883;  linger  Q.,  July  22,  1885; 
and  Seth  Shepard,  September  12,  1888. 

Mrs.  Groce  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  as  also  was  Mr.  Groce’s  first  wife. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Groce  is  a iMason.  lie 
votes  with  the  Democratic  piu  ty,  and  wdiile 
he  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  does 
not  aspire  to  official  position,  always  hav- 
ing declined  to  hold  office  when  solicited 
by  his  friends  to  become  a candidate. 


G'APTAI^s^  J.  RAGSDALE,  an  en- 

^ terprising  and  successful  business  man 
of  Tunis,  Burleson  county,  Texas,  is  a 
good  type  of  the  genial  Southern  gentle- 
man, 

lie  was  born  in  Mississippi,  July  8,  1841, 
and  was  reared  on  a farm,  his  early  boyhood 
days  being  spent  chiefly  at  Aberdeen.  He 
is  descended  from  prominent  and  respected 
families  of  Mississippi  and  is  connected  with 
some  of  the  most  distinguished  families  of 
Texas.  His  parents  were  Daniel  W.  and 
Nancy  II.  (Greer)  Ragsdale,  and  his  father 
was  a native  of  North  Carolina.  His  frrand- 

D 

father  Ragsdale  came  to  this  country  from 
Scotland  and  settled  in  North  Carolina, 
wiiere,  while  serving  as  Sheriff  of  his  county, 
he  was  killed.  Daniel  W.  Raosdale  was  a 

O 

])lanter  all  his  life  and  was  a |)rominent  man 
in  his  day.  The  Captain’s  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Greer,  who  was  of  Sctch- 
Irish  descent,  and  who  was  fir.-t  ;i  i-esident  of 
Georgia  and  afterwaial  of  Missi.'-sip[ii,  whei'C 


he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
The  {)arents  of  oui-  subject  had  a family  of 
eleven  children,  as  follovvs:  Mary,  wife  of 
Dr.  Richard  Harrison;  Susan,  wife  of  C.  F. 
Gates,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gates  both  being  de- 
ceased; Ruth  T.,  wife  of  X.  II.  Davidson, 
both  deceased,  he  having  been  killed  in  the 
army;  Jane,  wife  of  Major  J.W.  Wicks,  both 
now  deceased;  Lucy,  first  wife  of  Colonel  M. 
4V.  Sims,  a wealthy  farmer  of  Bryan,  this 
State;  Dan  IL,  who  was  killed  in  the  w'ar; 
Major  Samuel  G.,  a pi-acticing  lawyer  of 
Caldwell,  Texas;  Margaret  N.,  who  married 
Ca])tain  T.  J.  Bell,  a lawyer  of  El  Paso, 
Texas;  James  W.,  whose  name  heads  this 
article;  Walter  G.  and  one  (twons  of  Walter 
G.)  who  died  in  infancy.  Daniel  W.  Rags- 
dale, the  father,  died  in  1852,  and  in  1857 
his  widow  and  children  came  to  Texas  and 
located  at  Austin.  In  1859  J.  W.  was  sent 
to  Virginia  to  complete  his  education  in  the 
Emory  and  Henry  College,  and  was  a student 
in  that  institution  at  the  time  of  the  firing 
on  Sumter. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  young  Ragsdale 
followed  his  mother’s  advice,  left  colle'ge  and 
retunied  to  his  old  home  in  Mississippi, 
where  he  entered  the  army  of  the  Confeder- 
acy as  a private  in  Company  K,  Twenty- 
third  Mississippi  Alcorn  Rebels.  During 
the  early  part  of  his  service  he  was  captured 
and  was  held  as  a prisoner  at  Indianapolis 
six  months.  After  being  exchanged,  he  was 
elected  Second  Lieutenantof  his  company,  was 
afterward  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant,  and 
still  later  to  the  raidc  of  Captain.  He  re- 
mained in  active  service  until  he  was  wounded 
at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  On  one  occasion  he, 
without  assistance,  caj)tnrcd  a Vaidcee  col- 
onel of  the  Eighty-eighth  Illinois  Begiment 
and  bi'ought  him  into  line  ami  banded  him 
over  to  the  j)roper  authorities.  At  Atlanta 
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lie  was  woumlcd  liy  a shell  wliicli  struck  his 
right  ankle.  That  was  August  12,  1801,  and 
after  recuperating,  and  while  on  crutches,  he 
had  his  cuiiitnander  report  him  ready  for 
post  conscript  duty.  But,  the  war  clos- 
ing. he  went  to  the  home  of  some  of  his 

O 

relatives,  and  it  was  not  until  December, 
1805,  that  he  returned  to  Te.xas.  Ph-om  the 
effects  of  his  wound  his  leg  had  to  be  ampu- 
tated below  the  knee.  lie  was  a brave,  efli- 
cient  soldier  and  an  honored  commander. 

Soon  after  his  return  to  Te.xas  he  liought 
land  in  Burleson  county  and  engaged  in 
farming,  and  this  land  he  still  owns.  He 
also  owns  two  other  farms,  all  of  which  he 
rents.  Since  187G  he  has  been  engaged 
in  merchandising  at  Tunis.  In  1888  he 
admitted  his  bookkeeper  as  a partner,  and 
since  that  date  has  conducted  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  Ragsdale  & ATimberley. 
They  deal  in  general  merchandi.'e,  taking 
cotton  and  produce  in  exchange  for  their 
goods,  and  are  doing  an  extensive  business. 
Formerly  Captain  Ragsdale  dealt  in  stock, 
but  has  not  of  recent  date. 

Captain  Ragsdale  was  married  in  1867  to 
Miss  Florence  Goodwin,  a native  of  A’^irginia 
and  a daughter  of  John  and  Sally  Goodwin, 
both  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Her  father  came 
with  his  family  to  Burleson  county,  Te.xas,  in 
1850,  and  settled  on  a farm,  where  he  died 
in  1870.  Airs.  Ragsdale  died  in  187J.  She 
had  four  children,  two  of  whom  died  young. 
The  others  are  Janies  AV.  and  John  G.,  the 
former  being  married  and  settled  at  Cald- 
well, Texas,  and  the  latter  now  attending  col- 
lege in  Virginia.  In  1876  the  Captain  mar- 
ried Aliss  Lilv  Fountain,  who  was  born  in 
in  Alabama,  daughter  of  J.  A.  and  Alai'y 
Fountain,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  The 
PVuntain  family  came  to  Texas  in  1874  and 
settled  in  Burleson  county.  Mr.  Fountain 


is  now  a resident  of  Bryan,  and  his  wife  is 
deceased.  By  his  second  wife  Captain  Rags- 
dale had  three  children,  :dl  of  whom  died  in 
childhood,  and  in  1884  his  svife,  too,  passed 
away. 

The  subject  of  oui-  sketch  is  identiiied 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party  and  takes  an  act- 
ive and  leading  part  in  politics,  but  does  not 
aspire  to.  office.  He  has  tilled  various  official 
positions.  He  was  appointed  by  the  County 
Commissioners  to  serve  an  unexpired  term 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  elected 
County  Commissioner  and  served  one  term. 
He  has  held  the  post  office  at  Tunis  since 
1876.  The  Captain  is  well  known  through- 
out this  county  and  his  friends  are  many  and 
his  hospitality  unhounded. 


SIMEON  B.  GLENN,  who  resides  on  a 
farm  near  Alerle,  in  Burleson  county, 
Texas,  was  born  in  Mississippi,  Alarch 
4,  1849.  He  is  a son  of  AVilliam  M.  and 
Jane  E.  Glenn.  The  former,  a native  of 
Georgia,  has  all  his  life  been  a farmer  and  is 
still  residing  on  a farm  in  Alississippi,  hav- 
ing reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy 
three  years.  Mr.  Glenn’s  maternal  grand- 
father was  AVilliam  Vernor,  an  early  settler 
of  Mississippi.  Simeon  B.  was  the  second- 
born  in  a family  of  seven  children,  he  and  a 
brother,  AVilliam  Vernor,  being  the  only 
ones  of  the  family  who  came  to  Te.xas.  This 
brother  is  now  a wealthy  rancher  of  AIcCul 
loch  county.  Air.  Glenn’s  mother  died  in 
1885. 

Simeon  B.  Glenn  came  to  Texas  in  187(f, 
arrivino'  here  in  Auoust,  and,  after  visitiim 
several  counties,  si^ttled,  in  Dc'ccmber  of  that 
year,  in  Burleson  county,  where  he  has  since 
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resiiied.  Soon  alter  seleetinn;  this  location  j 
lie  bonolit  land,  and,  after  his  marriage, 
which  event  occurred  in  1872,  settled  on  it. 
He  cultivates  about  seventy  acres,  renting 
some  land,  and  he  also  gives  considerable 
attention  to  the  raising  of  cattle *and  horses. 
This  place  is  known  as  the  Jacob  Long  farm, 
it  being  among  the  first  farms  settled  in  the 
comity.  There  are  rails  on  it  now  that  were 
made  fifty-six  years  ago.  Mr.  Long  was  at 
one  time  extensively  engaged  in  raising 
hogs,  and  controlled  the  market  here. 

Ever  since  he  settled  here  Mr.  Glenn  has 
taken  a commendable  interest  in  the  public 
affairs  of  his  community.  He  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party.  He  has  served  four 
terms  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  one  term 
as  County  Commissioner,  faithfully  dis- 
charging the  important  duties  devolving 
upon  him,  but  refusing  to  hold  office  longer. 
He  has  also  filled  other  minor  official  posi- 
tions. Few  men  in  this  part  of  the  county 
are  more  popular  than  he. 

Mr.  Glenn  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss 
Irene  Roberts,  who  was  born  in  Alabama, 
February  21,  1847.  Her  father,  Edmond 
Roberts,  a native  of  Alabama,  came  to  Texas 
in  1860  and  settled  in  Washington  county. 
In  1867  he  died  in  Bryan,  Brazos  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glenn  have  had  six  children, 
four  of  whom  died  young.  Those  living  are 
Kittie  and  Simeon,  both  at  home. 

. 

FJRANK  M.  ALDRIDGE,  who  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  ranching  in  Bur- 
leson county,  Texas,  was  born  in  Lime 
stone  county,  ibis  State,  May  26,  186J. 

That  same  yeai'  his  father  moved  with  his 
family  to  Missi.-'si p])i,  and  from  there  entered 
the  tinny.  In  Mississippi  young  Aldridge 


was  reared.  In  1882,  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
he  returned  to  Jefferson  county,  Texas,  where 
! he  entered  upon  a railroad  career,  which  he 
continued  until  1800,  in  tlie  meantime  being 
promoted  to  the  position  of  conductor.  In 
1887  he  bought  a tract  of  land,  and  upon  I'o- 
tiring  from  the  railroad  in  1890  settled  on  it. 
This  tract  comprises  1,660  acres,  is  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  Brazos  river,  and  a part  of 
it  is  locateil  on  the  Teel  ])rairie.  Some  of  the 
remains  of  the  old  historic  Spanish  town  and 
fort  of  Tenoxtitlan,  which  were  destroyed 
many  years  ago,  and  are  still  to  be  found  here. 
Of  this  large  tract  of  land  Mr.  Aldridge  has 
1,100  acres  under  fence,  used  chiefly  for  pas- 
ture. He  raises  all  kinds  of  stock,  and  makes 
a specialty  of  breeding  a high  grade.  He 
has  a registered  bull  and  a fine  jack  and  Per- 
cheron  horse.  Aside  from  his  ranching,  Mr. 
Aldridge  is  also  interested  in  the  sawmill 
business,  being  a partner  with  his  brother  in 
a sawmill  in  the  lumber  regions  of  Tyler 
county,  Texas. 

Tiie  subject  of  our  sketch  is  a son  of  W. 
H.  and  Sarah  E.  (Talbert)  Aldridge.  His 
father  and  grandfather  Aldridge  were  natives 
of  Alabama,  and  his  grandfather  Talbert  was 
born  in  South  Carolina.  He  isone  of  a fam- 
ily ' of  four  children,  as  follows:  Laura  A., 
wife  of  Joseph  E.  Harrison,  of  Mississippi; 
Fraidv  M.;  William  IL,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  milling  business  in  Rockland,  Tyler 
county,  Texas;  and  Charley  C.,  of  Rockland, 
who  is  also  a member  of  the  firm  in  milling. 
The  father  died  in  ^lississippi  in  1880,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  1878,  during  the 
yellow  fever  epidemic  at  Grenada,  jMississippi, 

Frank  M.  Aldridge  was  mairied  September 
25,  1880,  to  Miss  Annie  L.  Gage,  a native  of 
Hill  eoiinty,  Texas,  daughter  of  Roliert  .1. 
j Gage,  formerly  of  M ir^i.s.-i ppi  hut  now  ,-i 
' farmer  of  Hill  county,  Texas.  Mrs.  .Udridge 
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died  -I  lily  19,  1802,  le.aving  two  eliildreii: 
Shirley  W.,  horn  Novemherd,  1890,  and  Tal- 
bert li.,  June  22,  1892. 

Politically,  Mr.  Aldridge  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  politics,  but  does  not  aspire  to  office.  Fra- 
ternally, he  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  of  the  Order  of  Hail  road  Conductors. 

W\ILU A M E.  MAY,  a farmer  residing 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tunis,  Burleson 
county,  Texas,  dates  his  arrival  in 
this  State  in  1809.  Upon  coming  to  Texas, 
he  first  located  at  Millican,  in  Brazos  county, 
where  he  ran  a photograph  gallery  fora  time, 
and  also  one  at  Caldwell.  Afterward  he 
taught  school  at  Millican  one  year.  In  1873 
he  went  to  Fort  Bend  county  and  taught  a 
term  of  school,  and  the  latter  part  of  that 
year  came  to  Burleson  county,  where  he  was 
encracred  in  teachino-  until  1875.  About  that 

O D O 

time  he  was  married  and  soon  afterward 
bought  a farm  and  settled  down  to  agricultu- 
ral pursuits,  in  which  occupation  he  has  since 
been  engaged,  also  representing  the  Singer 
Manufacturing  Company  in  this  coujity  with 
success.  II is  first  purchase  was  fifty  acres. 

Subsequently  he  bought,  sold  and  traded  land, 
and  at  this  writing  has  200  acres,  thirty-five 
of  which  are  under  cultivation,  his  chief  crops 
being  corn  and  cotton.  The  rest  of  his  land 
is  in  pasture.  He  gives  considerable  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs. 

Mr.  May  was  born  in  Louisa  county,  Vir- 
oiiiia,  Auinist  28,  1848;  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  received  a good  education  in  the 
Locust  Dale  xVcademy.  He  is  the  youngest 
of  the  eleven  children  of  John  S.  and  Marga- 
ret  (Poindexter)  May,  both  nati\  es  of  the  ( )ld 
Dominion,  -lohn  S.  May  wasaman  otpi-nm- 


inence  in  his  day.  He  was  a wealtliy  planter 
and  large  slave-ownei-;  was  a leading  Demo- 
crat, and  County  Judge  of  his  county.  In 
tlie  war  of  1812  he  took  an  active  [iirt.  The 
Poindexters  had  I’oyal  blood  in  their  veins. 
Tliey  were  *01  French  and  English  descent. 
Two  brothers  of  our  subject — John  S.  and 
Isaac  FT. — preceded  him  to  Texas.  The  latter 
returned  to  Virginia  and  is  now  principal  of 
the  academy  at  Oakland ; is  also  a minister 
in  the  Baptist  Church.  The  other,  John  S., 
is  now  engaged  in  farmino'  in  San  Saba 
county,  this  State 

Mr.  May  married  Miss  Sallie  Newcomb, 
who  was  born  in  this  county,  September  14, 
1854,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Newcomb,  a 
native  of  Caroline  county,  Virginia.  Dr. 
Newcomb  went  from  Virginia  to  Mississippi 
when  a boy,  and  when  he  grew  up  studied 
medicine  there.  He  came  to  Texas  before  the 
late  war,  and  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  until  within  a short  time  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  March,  1877. 
He  also  carried  on  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
May  have  nine  children,  as  follows;  Clarence 
and  Clara  (twins),  4Valter,  Ethel,  Bennie 
Mabel,  Erwing,  Sally  and  an  infant. 

Mr.  May’s  political  views  are  in  harmony 
with  Democratic  principles.  He  has  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  since  1890,  having 
been  re-elected  in  1892.  He  has  also  held 
various  other  local  offices.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Crano-e.  With  church  and  Sabbath- 
school  work  he  is  also  prominently  identified, 
both  he  and  his  wife  being  Baptists.  For- 
merly he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school,  and  now  has  charge  of  the  Bible  class. 

He  has  lately  entered  into  a co-]iartnership 
with  (.kiptain  J.  W.  Ragsdale,  and  is  engaged 
in  a general  mercantile  busines.s  at  Tunis, 
Texas,  under  the  linn  nanu*  of  Ragsdale  Jc 
May,  and  is  doing  a fair  bnsiiu'ss. 
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Mr.  jMay  does  not  use  tol)aeco  or  intoxi- 
cating di'inks,  an  example  followed  by  all  his 
family,  Mr.s.  ]\[av  is  a thorough  honsekeejier 
and  takes  great  delight  in  preparing  a fine 
dinner,  an  art  in  which  she  is  an  expert,  and 
as  a nurse  in  sickness  she  has  few  e^juals. 
The  children  are  all  bright  and  intelligent, 
and  will  no  doubt  be  an  honor  to  their 
parents. 


Edward  reeves. — More  than  a 
century  and  a half  ago  tliere  came 

1 from  England  and  settled  in  Virginia 

one  Edward  Reeves.  lie  had  a son  named 
Robert,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  and  who, 
when  a young  man  went  to  North  Carolina, 
where  he  married,  settled  and  raised  a con- 
siderable family  of  children,  five  of  whom 
were  sons.  The  eldest  of  these,  named  Ed- 
ward, was  born  in  Bladen  county.  North 
Carolina,  about  1799,  and  at  about  the  age.  of 
twenty-seven  married  Nancy  Melvin,  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  Melvin  of  that  county,  and  by 
this  marriage  had  three  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  hearing  the  old  family  name  of  Ed- 
ward, is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Ed- 
ward Reeves,  of  whom  we  here  write,  was 
born  in  Bladen  county.  North  Carolina,  July 
11,  1838.  He  was  reared  in  that  county  to 
the  age  of  sixteen,  wdien,in  1854,  his  parents 
with  their  three  children  started  for  Texas. 
In  accordance  with  the  custom  of  those  days 
the  trip  was  undertaken  by  boat,  and  had 
been  accomplished  successfully  as  far  as 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  wdien  the  father, 
who  had  been  taken  with  cholera  on  board 
the  steamer,  died.  Tlie  widow  instead  of 
continuing  her  journey  went  to  relatives  in 
Rankin  county,  iUississippi,  where  sevcn-al 
years  were  spent  in  that  state  of  uncertainty  | 
and  sorrow  which  had  been  brought  about  by  i 

33 


.Tl!» 

j the  sudden  death  of  the  husband  and  father. 
In  the  meantime,  letters  having  passed  be- 
tween the  family  and  a relative,  Tolbert 
Reeves,  wlio  was  then  in  Texas,  young  Ed- 
ward decided  to  come  on  and  try  his  fortunes 
in  the  land  to  which  the  family  had  looked 
forward  as  their  future  home.  Through  the 
influence  and  assistance  of  his  uncle  he  came 
out,  in  1860,  and  located  at  Caldwell,  Burle- 
son county,  where  Tolbert  Reeves  then  lived. 
He  was  given  a clerkship  in  his  uncle  Tol- 
bert’s store,  and  from  his  earnings  soon  saved 
enough  to  assist  his  mother  and  younger, 
brother  and  sister  to  move  out.  They  came 
in  1861  and  settled  in  Caldwell.  The  mother 
died  here  in  1869.  The  brother  and  sister  con 
tinue  to  reside  in  this  county,  the  former, 
James  T.  Reeves,  being  a well-to-do  farmer 
residing  in  Caldwell;  and  the  latter  is  now 
Mrs.  Mgry  A.  Smith,  wife  of  Ellis  D.  Smith. 

Edward  Reeves,  like  most  of  the  success- 
ful business  men  of  this  country,  began  his 
career  not  only  without  means,  but  with 
little  scholastic  or  other  training.  He  had 
just  passed  his  majority  when  he  came  to 
Texas.  His  boyhood  and  youth  had  been 
spent  on  the  farm,  and  wliat  schooling  he  had 
received  had  been  such  as  he  could  get  dur- 
ing the  brief  winter  months  when  there  was 
a slackness  of  work.  He  handled  his  first  arti- 
cle of  merchandice  in  Caldwell,  in  which  place 
his  entire  business  life  has  been  spent.  After 
clerking  one  year  he  took  $250,  which  he  had 
saved,  and  witli  this  and  a like  amount  bor- 
rowed from  his  uncle  Tolbert,  he  began  busi- 
ness for  himself.  He  was  only  fairly  pros- 
perous during  the  period  covered  by  the  war, 
but  with  the  retui  n of  i)cace  and  the  settlino- 
of  the  country,  from  1870  on  his  mercantile 
interests  grew  i-apidly.  until  now,  after thirty- 

I two  years  of  active  business  life,  his  estab- 

i lishment  is  one  of  the  largest,  and  his  ratino 
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the  hi^liest  of  any  ineicliant  in  ljurleson  ! 
county.  Mr.  llceves  has  sold  tlionsands  and  | 
tlionsands  of  dollai's’  wortli  of  (/ootls  since  he  1 
first  opened  his  small  stock  of  mer-  ! 

chandise  in  Caldwell,  and  has  witnessed  the  | 
dev'cdopinent  not  only  of  the  mercantile  in- 
dustries of  this  place,  but  of  every  interest  of 
this  locality.  When  he  began  business  here 
thirty-two  years  ago,  Houston  was  the  mar- 
ket where  the  country  merchants  purchased 
most  of  their  goods,  and  the  point  to  which 
the  products  of  the  country  were  taken  for 
sale.  Very  little  cotton  was  then  grown,  the 
main  dependence  being  cattle  and  hogs. 
Caldwell  in  those  days  controlled  a large 
trade  in  this  o-eneral  section.  Mr.  Reeves 

O 

grew  with  the  town,  confining  himself  strictly 
to  business  pursuits,  his  chief  reliance  being 
merchandise.  He  has  had  investments,  how- 
ever, in  other  lines  and  now  owns  considerable 
realty,  including  lands  and  lots,  and  is  a 
partner  in  interest  in  the  banking-house  of 
W.  Reeves  & Co.  at  Caldwell.  He  has  been 
exceptionally  fortunate,  and  is  credited  by 
those  who  have  known  him  long  as  deserving 
all  he  has  achieved  in  the  way  of  success. 

In  his  domestic  life,  however,  Mr.  Reeves 
has  not  been  as  fortunate  as  in  his  business 
career.  Some  shadows  have  fallen  across  his 
pathway.  In  1866  he  married  Miss  Mary 
.T.  Simpson,  a daughter  of  R.  S.  Simpson, 
then  residing  in  Caldwell,  but  originally 
from  Alabama,  whence  he  had  moved  to  Texas 
in  18b4.  This  lady  died  about  1874,  leav- 
ing three  children:  Lula  Jane,  now  the  wife 
Ilf  Xeill  Cromartie,  of  Caldwell;  Edward 
and  James.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Reeves 
mariied  Miss  Annie  Eliza  Cromartie,  who 
like  himself  was  a native  of  Rladen  county. 
North  Carolina,  being  a daughter  of  William 
K.  Cromartie.  To  this  union  two  children 
were  born:  Annie  and  Xemines.  The  wife 


! and  mother  died  in  lo82.  Since  that  time 
I Mr.  Reeves  has  made  his  home  with  his 
j daughter,  Mrs.  Ciomartie. 

; Mr.  Reeves’  parents  and  grandparents  were 
I members  of  the  jMethodist  Chni’ch,  and  he 
was  reared  uiuler  the  influence  of  the  doctidne 
of  John  Wesley,  but  on  arriving  at  maturity 
he  took  a membership  in  the  Baptist  Chui'ch, 
whose  customs  and  ordinances  he  has  since 
observed. 

Mr.  Reeves  has  always  enjoyed  good  health, 
and,  having  led  a moral,  temperate  life,  he 
has  the  prospects  of  many  years  of  activity 
and  usefulness  before  him.  He  comes  of  a 
long-lived  stock,  and  has  by  heredity  a strong 
hold  upon  this  world.  His  grandfather 
Reeves  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight,  while 
his  grandfather  Melvin  lived  to  be  ninety. 
His  father  was  one  of  a family  of  brothers 
and  sisters  in  which  there  was  not  a death 
until  the  youngest  was  past  fifty.  They  were 
all  of  good,  strong,  robust  constitutions, 
sound  alike  in  body  and  mind,  in  national 
faith  and  religious  convictions,  which  quali- 
ties have  been  transmitted  in  a reasonable 
degree  to  their  descendants. 


T.  WILKINS,  a farmer  of  Bastrop 
county,  was  born  in  Simpson  county, 
Kentucky,  April  22,  1842,  a son  of 
Dr.  J.  II.  and  Melvina  (Salmond^) 
Wilkins,  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father 
was  of  Scotch  and  Welsh  extraction,  practiced 
medicine  for  a time  in  his  native  State,  and 
then  came  to  Texas.  He  bought  a number 
of  slaves,  and  purchased  a large  tract  of  land 
adjoining  Basti-o|),  where  he  died  in  1875. 
lie  cultivated  700  acres  of  this  land.  Mis. 
Wilkins  was  a daughter  of  Nathan  Salmonds, 
a native  of  Virginia,  but  deceased  in  Ken- 
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tuck’}'.  Jlc  was  a noted  toljaceo-i'aiser.  and 
was  a large  slave-owner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wil 
kins  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz.: 
K.  II.,  who  served  in  the  late  war,  is  now  in 
California;  Nathan,  who  died  in  Arkansas; 
J.  C.,  a farmer  of  Bastrop  county;  AV.  D,, 
also  engaged  in  agricultural  pui'suits  in  this 
county;  R.  T.,  oar  subject;  Mary  married 
J.  C.  Duvall,  and  both  are  now  deceased; 
Bettie,  wife  of  W.  J.  King,  editor  of  the 
Advertiser  of  Bastrop,  resides  in  Salado,  Bell 
county;  America,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
J.  M.  Johnson,  of  Austin;  Anna,  wife  of  T. 
N.  Harris,  of  Galveston;  and  Ellen,  who 
married  a Mr.  Shanklin,  a farmer  of  Bell 
county.  Mrs.  Wilkins  died  in  1861.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

K.  T.  Wilkins,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
came  with  his  parents  to  Texas  in  1858, 
locating  at  Bastrop,  this  county,  where  he 
received  a good  education.  After  reaching 
suitable  age  he  clerked  in  a store  about  live 
years,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  the  opening  of  the  late  war.  In  1861 
he  entered  Company  E,  li.  P.  Allen’s  regi- 
ment of  infantry  for  six  months,  and  was 
then  transferred  to  regular  service  in  Walker’s 
division.  Mr.  Wilkins  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  Milliken’s 
Bend,  and  all  the  important  engagements  in 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas.  Twelve  months 
before  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  transferred 
to  J.  K.  Baylor’s  regiment  of  cavalry,  of 
which  he  was  made  First  Lieutenant,  and  was 
in  command  of  the  company  at  the  surrender. 
After  returning  home  he  superintended  his 
father’s  farm  eight  months,  and  from  that 
lime  was  em])loyetl  as  clei'k  in  a store  until 
1868.  In  that  year  he  began  agricultural 
pursuits,  ami  in  1871  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  100  acres,  200  acres  of  which  are 


under  a good  state  of  cultivation.  His  land 
lies  in  the  (,'olorado  river  valley,  and  his 
dwelling  is  located  on  the  blulf  ovei'looking 
the  valley  and  Smithville,  the  latter  about 
two  miles  distant.  Mr.  Wilkins  rents  a part 
of  his  land,  is  engaged  in  general  farming, 
and  is  also  giving  much  attention  to  the  rais- 
ing  of  horses  and  mules.  He  has  a Morgan 
and  Cleveland  bay  stallion  and  a fine  Ken- 
tucky jack. 

Mr.  AVilkins  was  married  April  23,  1868, 
to  Miss  Josephine  Faucett,  a daughter  of 
John  Faucett,  a native  of  England.  The  latter 
came  to  America  when  young,  was  raised  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  came  to  Texas  in  1838,  and 
still  resides  in  Bastrop  county.  Our  subject 
and  wife  have  six  children:  John  F.,  Ada 
M.,  Claude  R.,  Pearl,  Sue,  Sumpter,  and 
Cora.  In  his  political  vievvs  Mr.  AVilkins  is 
a Democrat,  and  socially  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order.  Both  he  and  his  wife  arc 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


JOHN  T.  BLACK,  one  of  tlie  pioneers 
and  leading  farmers  of  Bastrop  county, 
was  born  in  Talladega  county,  Alabama, 
October  19,  1846,  a son  of  Lemuel  and  Vir- 
ginia (Crutchfield)  Black,  natives  of  Tennes- 
see and  Virginia  respectively.  A sister  of 
Lemuel,  Agnes  Black,  married  Ludwell  L. 
Rector,  a member  of  one  of  the  pioneer  and 
most  prominent  families  of  Bastrop  county. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  to  Ala- 
bama with  their  parents  when  young,  and 
were  afterward  married  in  that  State.  About 
the  year  1849  they  came  to  Texas,  locating  fii'st 
in  Bastro[)  county,  but  soon  afterward  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Hays  and  Cr)inal  counties, 
and  located  near  Mountain  City,  in  the  former 
county.  In  1862  Mr.  Black  joined  Iloorl's 
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Texas  brii^ade,  served  iti  tiie  Army  of  tlie 
Tennessee,  and  died  at  Rich  Cluircli  IJospi- 
tal,  in  October,  1802,  having  been  taken  sick 
soon  after  joining  the  army,  llis  first  wife, 
the  mother  of  onr  subject,  died  in  1853,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  eleven  months 
and  live  days.  They  had  four  children,  three 
of  whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity:  William 
IL,  who  died  in  18U2;  John  T.,  our  subject; 
Edward  W.,  deceased  in  1852;  and  George 
M.,  who  died  in  1880.  In  185G  Mr.  Black 
married  Kate  N.  Josey,  and  they  also  had 
four  children,  only  one  of  whom  lived  to  be 
grown.  Virginia,  wife  of  J.  M.  Adams,  of 
Hays  county. 

John  T.  Black,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  Iris  education  in  Hays  and  Bastrop 
counties.  In  1864  he  joined  Captain  F.  B. 
S.  Cocke’s  company,  Benevidas’  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  served  principally  under  Colonel 
Ford.  He  took  part  in  but  one  engagement, 
which  was  the  last  one  fought  during  the  war, 
at  the  mouih  of  the  liio  Grande.  They  cap- 
tured 200  United  States  troops.  The  com- 
pany disbanded  at  Brownsville,  and  after  re- 
turning home  Mr.  Black  attended  school  in 
Bastrop  county  for  a time.  He  then  farmed 
on  rented  land  for  live  years,  after  which  he 
pnrchased  the  place  he  now  owns,  the  same 
comprising  1,300  acres,  400  acres  of  which 
was  under  a tine  state  of  cultivation.  Mr. 
Black  paid  88  per  acre  for  his  land.  He  has 
since  sold  a part  of  his  place,  and  now  has 
825  acres  under  cultivation,  raising  princi- 
pally corn  and  cotton.  He  makes  a specialty 
of  the  raising  of  Jersey  cows,  and  at  present 
has  thirty  head,  after  having  sold  a tine  herd 
in  1892. 

In  1874  Mr.  Black  was  united  in  maridage 
to  Miss  Maida  W.  Winston,  a native  of  Char- 
lottesville, Virginia,  and  a daughler  of  O.  F. 
and  Annie  W.  Watts)  Winston,  also  born  in 


that  State.  The  parents  came  to  Texas  in 
1872,  locating  on  Alum  creek,  in  Basti'op 
county,  where  they  were  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  They  afterwai'd  purchased  a 
farm  further  down  the  Colorado  river,  wdiere 
the  father  still  resides.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Win- 
ston had  eight  children:  Maida  W. ; B.  L. ; 
O.  H.  F.  and  J.  AV.  (twins,  the  latter  of 
whom  died  in  1884);  E.  G.;  F.  V.;  Etfa  A., 
and  one  deceased  when  young.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  1884,  having  been  a leading 
member  in  ttie  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity 
— William  W.,  Chester  C.,  Edward  B.  F., 
Hector  W.  and  John  T.  Mrs.  Black  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  political  matters,  our  subject  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party,  and  is  now  Justice  of 
the  Feace  of  precinct  No.  5,  to  which  posi- 
tion he  has  been  elected  for  three  terms  in 
succession.  Socially,  he  affiliates  with  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M,  J.  Nixon  Lodge,  No.  421,  and 
also  with  Bastrop  Chapter,  No.  95. 

'i:=- 

GC.  HOOFER,  of  Taylor,  Williamson 
county,  Texas,  is  largely  interested  in 
farming,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive young  men  in  the  county. 

The  date  of  his  advent  to  this  county  and 
State  is  April  20,  1884.  He  hails  from  that 
grand  old  Southern  State,  Alabama,  that  has 
given  so  many  good  men  to  Texas.  His  birth 
occurred  July  28,  1859.  He  grew  up  on  a 
farm, and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 
and  the  academy  at  Springviile,  Alabama. 
His  family  history  traces  back  as  follows: 

M.  S.  Iloi'per,  the  father  of  C.  C.,  was 
born  in  St.  Clair  county,  Alabama,  May  19, 
1818.  He  is  a son  of  John  Hooper,  who  was 
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tlic  first  ])eriiianent  vvliite  settler  in  St.  Clair 
coniitv,  and  who  einigrateii  to  tliat  place  from 
tlie  North  about  the  ben-innintr  of  tlie  nine- 
tcenth  century.  He  was  born  January  10, 
1782,  a son  of  Richard  Hooper,  wlio  was  a 
patriot  soldier  in  the  Revolution, and  a lirother 
of  William  Hooper,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 

John  Hooper  married  Ester  E.  Goodwin 
and  became  the  father  of  the  followincr  named 
children:  James;  M.  S.;  Thomas;  John; 
Rachel,  who  married  a Mr.  Montgomery;  and 
Martha,  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Cornelius.  John 
Hooper  was  a man  of  strong  physique,  in- 
dustrious and  ambitious.  He  always  took 
considerable  interest  in  politics  in  his  county; 
was  always  a Democrat,  never  voted  any  other 
ticket,  never  missed  voting  at  an  important 
election,  and,  what  is  more  unusual  and  won- 
derful, cast  his  last  presidential  ballot  for 
Grover  Cleveland  after  he  had  reached  the 
age  of  100  years.  He  was  a successful  busi- 
ness man,  made  money  rapidly,  was  a®  large 
slave-owner  and  accumulated  ranch  property. 

M.  S.  Hooper  married  Elizabeth  Cox,  a 
daughter  of  Bowling  Cox,  whose  wife  was  a 
Miss  Cabiness  of  Georgia.  This  branch  of 
the  Cox  family  was  a very  prominent  one  in 
Virginia  and  is  related  to  the  famous  John 
Randolph.  A.  brief  account  of  this  family 
will  be  very  appropriate  in  this  article. 

Bowling  Cox  settled  in  St.  Clair  county, 
Alabama,  about  sixty-four  years  ago.  Mrs. 
Cox  was  of  French-Huguenot  descent,  her 
ancestors  emigrating  with  the  Bayard  family 
during  the  reign  of  the  wicked  Louis  IX. 
Bowling  Cox’s  oldest  child  wore  a breastpin 
of  gold,  an  exact  copy  in  miniature  of  the 
key  to  the  room  in  the  Tower  of  London,  in 
which  Anne  Boleyn  spent  the  last  night  of 
her  life.  This  dauiihter  also  had  nine  silver 
spoons  on  which  the  name  of  the  unfortunate 


queen  was  engraved,  together  with  the  family 
Bible,  printed  in  London  in  1080.  This  Bible 
j is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mi'S.  T.  L.  Nun- 
! nelly,  of  Spi’ingville,  Alabama,  a cousin  of 
our  subject.  It  is  believed  tliat  the  family 
of  Bowling  Cox  are  lineally  descended  from 
Anne  Boleyn,  the  mother  of  the  good  “(^ueen 
Bess,”  who  governed  England  through  a long 
and  memorable  reign  over  350  years  ago. 
Nannie  Cox,  daughter  of  Bowling  Cox,  who 
married  Archie  Walker,  is  yet  living  in  St. 
Clair  county,  Alabama,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one  years;  Martha,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
E.  Mayfield,  of  Talladega  county,  Alabama; 
John;  Bowling;  Elizabeth,  the  mother  of  our 
subject;  Mary;  William;  Francina,  wife  of 
Lewis  Dupree;  Marion;  Julia,  who  married 
first  William  King,  and  secondly  John  Long; 
and  America,  who  niarried  Travis  Alford. 

The  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  S. 
Hooper  are:  John,  who  died  young;  Fran- 
cina, the  wife  of  James  Landrum;  Bowling, 
who  married  Alice  Osborne;  Addie,  now' 
Mrs.  Dr.  M.  E.  Dozier,  all  in  Alabama.  In 
Texas  are  John  G.  Shorter,  C.  C.,  Gus  B., 
and  America,  now  Mrs.  William  Moore,  of 
Galveston. 

M.  S.  Hooper  was  a planter’s  son.  He 
secured  a fair  Entrlish  education  in  the  dis- 

O 

trict  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  after 
his  marriage  settled  down  to  the  vocation  of 

O 

a farmer. 

When  the  Civil  w'ar  burst  upon  the  country 
wdth  all  its  horrors,  Mr.  Hooper  responded 
to  the  call  of  the  Confederate  Government 
and  gave  four  years  of  faithful  military  ser- 
vice in  defence  of  his  invaded  country.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  the  farm 
and  began  l)uilding  up  his  lost  estate.  The 
conditions  were  chamred;  labor  could  not 
be  depended  npoii  as  it  had  been,  fields  were 
w'ashed  and  injured  by  ditches,  the  soil  was 
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poor  and  otiior  imfavorablL' conditions  existed 
to  make  tlie  life  of  a fanner  unsatisfactory. 
Afr.  Hooper  decided,  after  a number  of  years, 
to  seek  a better  country.  lie  accordii'gly 
came  on  a prospecting  tour  to  Texas.  He  was 
so  well  j)leased  with  what  ho  saw  that  he  re- 
turned to  Alabama  for  his  family  and  brought 
them  out  at  once.  He  now  resides  near  Tay- 
lor on  a fine  farm,  well  improved,  and  is  con- 
tented, prosperous  and  happy. 

C.  C.  Hooper  was  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing, milling  and  farming,  after  reaching  his 
majority.  In  May,  1883,  he  received  a mes- 
sage from  Alorgan  C.  Hamilton,  ex-Hnited 
States  Senator  from  Texas,  and  a wealthy 
capitalist  of  this  State,  announcing  his  inten- 
tion to  visit  the  family.  He  is  an  uncle  of 
Aire.  Hooper’s  mother,  to  'whom,  being  one 
of  the  heirs  of  Hugh  Coupland,  he  was  de- 
sirous of  making  a present  of  one-fifth  inter- 
est in  a tract  of  land,  containing  8,000  acres, 
near  Taylor,  and  the  same  interest  in  1,000 
head  of  cattle  and  other  property.  This  was 
a complete  and  appreciated  surprise  to  the 
members  of  the  family.  Arrangements  were 
at  once  made  to  mov'e  to  Texas  after  Air. 
Hooper  should  visit  the  property  and  learn 
something  of  its  value.  The  following  year 
the  family  moved  out,  a division  of  the  prop- 
erty was  soon  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
heirs,  and  the  family  located  on  the  portion 
chosen  by  them.  Here  they  are  laying  the 
foundation  for  an  admirable  home.  In  1886 
a residence  costing  83,700  was  erected.  The 
farm  has  been  inclosed  by  fifteen  miles  of 
barbed-wire  fence,  and  700  acres  have  been 
brought  under  cultivation.  Besides  hiscoun- 
try  property.  Air.  Hooper  owns  twelve  acres 
on  AVashington  Heights,  near  Taylor,  a most 
desirable  piece  of  property  for  investment. 

Politically,  Air.  Hooper  is  intei-ested  in  the 
success  of  the  Democratic  party.  Ho  fi'e- 


queutly  atfcinhs  conv(‘utions  as  a delegate,  and 
he  helped  t(>  swell  the  multitude  that  shouted 
for  Cleveland  and  Stevenson  at  the  last  Chi- 
cago convention. 

Alai-ch  24,  ISS’l,  Air.  Hooper  married  Aliss 
Julia  IT,  daiicrhter  of  Charles  AI.  Pearson,  of 
Alabama.  Air.  Peai'son  was  a merchant  and 
miller  of  Springville,  Alabama,  a very  suc- 
cessful business  man,  estitnated  to  l>e  worth, 
at  his  death,  $60,000.  He  owned  the  first 
and  the  finest  mill  in  St.  Clair  county.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  tbirty-two  years,  just  one 
year  after  the  birth  of  his  daughter.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Aliss  Nancy 
Coupland,  is  a daughter  of  Hugh  Coupland, 
who  married  Karen  Hamilton,  a sister  of 
Morgan  C.  Hamilton,  before  mentioned.  The 
parents  of  Senator  HamilO)n  were  James 
Douglas  and  Nancy  (Riley)  Hamilton,  who 
reared  seven  children.  The  children  of  Hugh 
Coupland  were;  Constantine;  Hattie,  who 
married  Alarcus  AIcMillion;  Nancy  J.;  T. 
V. ; James  D.,  who  married  Mollie  Buchanan  ; 
Julia,  the  wife  of  Jesse  Stancel;  and  Frank- 
lin, ■who  died  unmarried.  Airs.  Pearson  is 
now  a widow,  and  resides  with  her  daughter, 
her  husband  having  died  in  1862. 

Two  children  have  been  born  to  Air.  and 
Mrs.  Hooper:  Charles  Morgan,  and  an  infant 
which  died  in  1886. 


O.  COX. — The  termination  of  the 
Alexican  war  of  184:6-’47  in  favor  of 
the  United  States  and  the  disbandincr 

CD 

on  Texas  soil  of  many  volunteer  regiments 
from  the  older  States  broucrht  to  the  feeble 

O 

settlements  of  this  state  a large  number  of 
valuable  citizens  whose  services  were  needed 
in  the  communities  where  they  took  up  their 
residence.  Stalwart  young  men,  these  for 
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tlie  most  part  were  generally  nmnaiTied, 
men  of  intelligence,  patriotic,  bi-ave,  active, 
alert,  enterprising,  and,  barring  a certain 
amount  of  dash  and  zeal  in  anus,  sturdy  in 
purpose — men  who  were  eminently  fitted  for 
the  task  of  laying  the  foundation  of  a new 
State  like  Texas,  as  they  had  vindicated  its 
honor  by  their  valor  abroad. 

One  of  these  men  was  William  Co.x,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  who  enlisted  in  the  Fed- 
eral service  from  that  State  when  the  call 
was  made  for  volunteers  against  Mexico,  and 
who,  after  rendering  faithful  service  in  be- 
half of  his  country,  settled  down  to  the  ways 
of  peace  on  Texas  soil.  lie  was  then  a young 
man,  unmarried,  and  after  drU'ting  around 
for  a short  time  he  took  up  his  residence  in 
Burleson  county.  Here  he  shortly  after- 
wards met  and  married  Cordelia  Watson,  a 
daughter  of  William  Watson,  who  had  set- 
tled here  about  1840.  With  his  newly  ac- 
quired companion  William  Cox  established 
himself  on  a farm  and  embarked  in  agricul- 
tural and  stock-raising  pursuits.  He  began 
with  very  limited  means,  but  made  steady 
advance  until,  at  the  time  of  his  death  in 
1860,  he  had  amassed  considerable  property 
for  the  times.  He  left  surviving  him  a 
widow  and  six  children,  the  latter  being 
John  A.,  David  O.,  Charles  11.,  George  T. 
James  W.,  and  Finetta,  who  was  afterward 
married  to  S.  W.  Hilliard.  Of  these  but 
three  are  now'  living:  David  O.,  wdiose 

name  heads  this  sketch;  James  W.,  now’  a 
resident  of  Young  county,  Texas,  and  Mrs. 
Hilliard,  who  lives  in  Burleson  county.  The 
mother,  wdio  was  a daughter  of  William  and 
Rebecca  Clark  Watson,  w’as  a native  of 
Georgia,  where  she  was  born  about  1832. 
She  w'as  the  eldest  of  twelve  children  and 
was  verging  on  to  woimmhood  when  her 
parents  came  to  Texas.  She  died  in  this 


comity  in  1863.  Her  fathei-  was  not  only 
an  early  settler  (J  this  comity,  but  wais  for 
many  years  an  honored  citizen  ol  the  same, 
having  served  as  Sheriff  and  held  many  other 
local  positions. 

The  birth  of  David  O.  Cox  occurred  in 
Burleson  county  on  November  22,  1852. 
The  death  of  his  father,  in  1S60  and  that  ot 
his  mother,  three  years  later,  left  him  an 
orpan  at  the  age  of  eleven.  His  boyhood 
and  early  youth  were  passed  in  the  home  of 
his  maternal  aunt,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Oldham, 
at  wdiose  hands  he  received  kind  treatment. 
His  time  was  divided  between  the  laliors  of 
the  farm  and  the  range  and  attendance  at 
the  local  schools,  where  he  managed  to  pick 
up  the  rudiments  of  a common  English  edu- 
cation. In  1875  he  married  Miss  Susan 
Matilda  Berry,  of  Burleson  county,  and  set- 
tled on  a rented  farm,  on  which  he  lived  un- 
til 1879.  That  year  he  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  land,  buying  from  his  aunt,  Mrs. 
Oldham,  a tract  of  fifty  acres,  on  which  he 
took  up  his  residence.  He  met  with  reason- 
ably good  success  in  those  years,  and  about 
1883  bought  243  acres  of  his  present  place, 
where  he  settled  and  has  since  'lived.  He 
has  added  to  this  place  until  he  now  owns 
600  acres,  about  half  of  which  is  in  cultiva- 
tion and  is  well-stocked  and  well-improved. 
Mr.  Cox  raises  a variety  of  products,  not  be- 
lieving it  safe  to  rely  upon  one  crop.  He 
is  also  devoting  some  attention  to  improving 
his  stock,  raising  the  grade  the  best  he  can 
with  the  means  at  hand.  He  is  an  intelli- 
gent and  thoughtful  farmer,  a man  of  enter- 
prise, thrifty  and  energetic.  Having  been 
trained  in  the  school  of  adversity  he  has 
learned  to  do  for  himself  and  to  rely  largely 
upoi\  his  ow’ti  efforts.  He  belongs  to  the 
Burleson  County  Co-operative  Association 
and  is  a stock-holder  in  the  oil  mills  at 
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('aklwell.  fii  j)olitics  lie  is  a Democrat,  but 
lias  never  held  any  political  ofHce,  ami  unless 
there  is  a radical  clianfre  in  liis  views  lie  is 

O 

not  likely  to,  since,  with  his  present  way  of 
thinking,  there  is  no  place  of  trust  or  ernol- 
ninent  to  which  he  might  aspire  that  would 
he  worth  to  him  the  effort  that  it  would  cost 
to  get  it. 

Mrs.  Cox,  like  her  husband,  was  horn  in 
Ijiirleson  county,  her  parerits  moving  here  in 
1854.  She  is  the  third  of  five  children,  the 
others  being  John  W.,  Claiborne,  Walker 
W.,  and  Kate,  tioxv  Mrs.  J.  B.  Tanner. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  have  had  nine  children: 
Iona  Cordelia  and  Leona  Kate,  both  now  de- 
ceased; Willie  May;  Walker  W.;  Tinnie; 
Nellie;  Charles  Milligan;  Jesse  Harold,  and 
Essie.  Mrs.  Cox  is  a member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

W.  HEMPHILL,  a farmer  of  Bastrop 
Y county,  was  horn  on  the  farm  where 
^ he  still  resides,  September  28,  1848,  a 
son  of  C.  M.  and  Elizabeth  (Snoddy)  Hemp- 
hill, the  former  a native  of  Georgia,  and  tlie 
latter  of  Alabama.  C.  M.  Hemphill  came 
to  Texas  w’ith  his  father  and  family  in  1835. 
The  latter.  Colonel  William  Hemphill,  settled 
on  the  Brazos  river,  and  was  accidentally 
killed  soon  afterward.  He  had  a family  of 
nine  cliildren,  viz.:  Zeno;  M.  L. ; A.  B.;  W. 
A.;  Ulysses;  Andrew;  C.  M.,  the  father  of 
our  subject;  Ellen,  who  married  Captain  Jack 
Nash;  and  Elolesa  married  M.  O.  Diamond, 
a merchant  of  Bastrop.  Two  of  the  children 
died  before  coming  to  Texas,  and  the  remain- 
der lived  in  this  county  until  their  death. 
In  1836  C.  M.  Hemphill,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  located  the  farm  where  the  latter 
now  resides,  was  a member  of  the  ran<rintr 


service,  and  suifei-ed  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships of  a pioneer  life.  His  farm  of  800 
acres  was  well  impi'oved,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1862.  He  was  married  in  1845, 
and  his  wife  survived  him  until  1874.  She 
came  to  this  State  with  an  uncle,  Edwin 
Alexander,  who  was  robbed  and  killed  by 
Mexicans.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hemphill  had 
seven  children,  viz.:  Margaret,  who  married 
W.  S.  Miller,  is  now  deceased,  leaving  six 
children:  C.  W.  our  subject;  Gillespie,  a 
resident  of  the  old  homestead;  Prudence, 
wife  of  W.  B.  Bryant,  a farmer  of  Bastrop 
county;  Tony  E.,  still  unmarried;  Cuba,  wdfe 
of  Wade  Hemphill,  a distant  relative;  and 
R.  L.,  at  home.  Gillespie,  the  second  son, 
was  married  in  December,  1873,  to  Miss 
Alice  Bryant,  a daughter  of  William  Bryant, 
a native  of  Tennessee.  The  latter  came  to 
Texas  in  1836,  and,  after  several  changes,  lo- 
cated in  Bastrop  county,  where  he  died  about 
1884.  At  one  time  he  was  a member  of  the 
ranging  service  with  Captain  Jack  Hays. 
His  dv'e  children  were  all  born  in  tliis 
county,  viz.:  Sally,  J.  L.,  Jennie,  W.  B.  and 
Alice.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie  Hemphill 
have  had  seven  children,  six  now  living: 
Annie,  Cora  L.,  Nora  B.,‘Beulah  A.,  Florence 
G.  and  Claud.  They  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

JAMES  II.  CRAFT,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Bastrop  county,  was  born  in 
this  county.  May  26,  1853,  the  only 
child  of  Samuel  and  Melissa  (White)  Craft. 
The  parents  died  when  our  subject  was  only 
five  years  of  age,  and  he  was  I'eared  by  his 
grandfather,  Hamilton  White,  a pioneer  set- 
ter of  Basti'0[)  county.  James  H.  received 
his  education  in  Bastrop  and  Salado,  Texas, 
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and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  began  work- 
on  liis  own  account.  II is  guardian  then 
turned  over  his  trust  to  its  riglitful  owner, 
and  Mr.  Ci'aft  purcliased  a farm  on  tlie  Col- 
orado river.  After  remaining  there  for  a 
time  he  moved  to  the  place  he  had  iidierited 
from  his  mother’s  estate,  where  he  spent  two 
years.  The  land  inherited  from  Ids  fatlier’s 
estate  was  located  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Ilastrop.  Mr.  Craft  ne.\t  purchased  a farm 
on  Cedar  creek,  and  in  1883  bought  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  known  as  the  B.  M. 
Hubbard  place,  and  comprising  540  acres, 
300  acres  of  which  is  under  a tine  state  of 
cultivation.  He  also  owns  a 500-acre  tract 
on  Cedar  creek,  with  300  acres  cultivated, 
and  300  acres  of  prairie  land,  which  he  pur- 
chased in  1877.  He  is  considered  one  of  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  Bastrop  county, 
and  his  place  is  stocked  with  the  best  mules 
and  horses  to  be  purchased  for  farming  pur- 
poses. Mr.  Craft  has  accumulated  most  of 
lus  property  by  his  own  industry  and 
economy. 

December  15, 1874,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Della  B.  Trigg,  a daughter  of 
Lanson  and  Allie  E.  Trigg.  The  mother  is 
now  the  wife  of  Captain  William  A.  Young. 

* Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craft  have  had  eight  children: 
Ida  O.,  Wallas  D.,  Vesta  E.,  Beulah,  Lena 
R.,  Walter,  Allie  J.  (deceased),  and  Lulu 
Etta.  Mrs.  Craft  is  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptikt^Church.  Our  subject  takes 
no  active  interest  in  political  matters,  al- 
though, in  1891,  he  was  chosen  County  Com- 
missioner of  Bastrop  county.  In  1892  he 
refused  to  make  the  run  for  the  office.  In 
his  social  relations,  he  affiliates  with  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  Gamble  Lodge,  Ho.  244. 

C.W.  Hemphill,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
still  resides  on  the  old  homestead,  which  has 
never  been  divided.  350  acres  of  the  place 


is  under  a fine  state  of  cultivation.  Ho  is 
eimafred  in  (reneral  farming  and  stock-i’aising, 
and  is  also  a stock-holder  in  a co-operative 
gin.  He  was  formerly  a Democrat  in  his 
})olitical  views,  but  now  affiliates  with  the 
third  party.  Socially,  Mr.  Hemphill  is 
identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
religiously,  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


OBERT  H.  FLANNIKEN,  one  of  the 
few  survivors  of  that  band  of  pioneers 
who  began  to  make  Milam  Laud  Dis- 
trict,  or  as  it  was  sometitnes  called,  the 
“State  of  Milam  County,”  their  homes  fifty- 
odd  years  ago,  is  a native  of  Mecklenburg 
county.  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  born 
on  July  18,  1819.  He  comes  of  Irish,  Scotch 
and  Dutch  ancestry,  though  his  own  parents 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  born  in  Meck- 
lenburg county.  His  fatlier,  James  N.  Flan- 
niken,  was  born  in  1795,  and  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eleanor  A.  Hood,  in  1800. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  David  Flanniken, 
was  born  in  Ireland,  coming  to  this  country 
when  young.  He  served  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  bore  from  the  field  of  conflict 
the  evidences  of  his  bravery  and  patriotism 
in  the  shape  of  an  ounce  ball  embedded  in 
his  body,  and  received  in  an  engagement  with 
Cornwallis’  soldiers.  He  survived  this  wound, 
however,  as  well  as  the  attacks  of  disease  for 
many  years,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty.  His  brother,  John  Flanniken,  was  a 
member  of  the  Mecklenburg  convention,  which 
passed  the  celebrated  “Mecklenburg  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,”  claimed  by  some  his- 
torians to  have  antedated  that  passed  by  the 
Philadelphia  convention. 

James  N.  Flanniken  and  Eleanor  A.  Hood  • 
wore  married  about  1818  and  emigrated 
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1820  to  Alabainu,  settliiig  in  Riipsell’s  valley, 
wliere  four  of  their  children  wore  horn  and 
all  of  them  reared.  Mrs.  Flanniken  died 
there  in  1846,  and  the  father  shortly  after- 
ward came  to  Te.xas  and  made  his  home  here 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1873.  The 
children  of  this  couple  weie:  Kohert  11.  of 
this  article;  Joseph  L.,  Elias  O.,  Martha  J., 
Cyrus  A.,  John  AV.,  and  David  AV.  Besides 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  three  of  these, 
Joseph  L.,  Elias  O.,  and  David  AA’^.,  are  still 
living,  being  residents  of  Bell  county,  this 
State. 

Robert  II.  Flanniken  was  reared  in  Rus- 
sell’s valley,  Franklin  county,  Alabama,  grow- 
ing up  on  a farm.  He  came  to  Texas  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  making  his  first  stop  in 
what  was  then  Milam,  now  Burleson  county, 
securing  work  at  a sawmill  then  in  opera- 
tion at  a point  near  where  Cedar  creek  emp- 
ties into  the  Brazos  riwr.  This  was  in  1840, 
at  which  date  there  were  no  settlers  north- 
west of  the  place  just  mentioned,  the  settle- 
ments being  confined  to  points  along  the 
Brazos  river.  Mr.  Flanniken  thus  became 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this  region,  and  as 
he  was  young,  active,  and,  as  he  expresses  it, 
“considerably  on  the  go,”  his  recollections  of 
those  days  are  of  interest  and  value  to  this 
work,  and  some  of  them  will  here  be  given  in 
practically  the  same  language  in  which  he 
narrated  them  to  the  writer. 

“Y’es,”  said  Mr.  Flanniken,  “I  have  been 
in  Texas  a good  while, — longer,  it  seems  to 
me,  when  I measure  the  time  by  the  progress 
of  events  than  when  I reckon  it  by  years. 
I have  witnessed  the  making  of  a great  deal 
of  Texas  history,  and  1 have  known  at  differ- 
ent times  in  life  many  of  Texas’  most  emi- 
nent men.  Like  most  of  those  of  my  age 
whom  you  will  meet,  my  mind  dwells  more 
on  the  Texas  of  the  past  than  that  of  the 


present  or  the  future.  This  was  indeed  a 
great  country  when  I first  came  to  it,  a 
beautiful  country  ami  one  that  was  inhabited 
by  a brave,  generous,  splendid  people.  Set- 
tlers were  few  in  those  days,  and  I had  not 
been  here  long  before  I knew  personally 
every  man,  woman  and  child  within  a radius 
of  forty  miles  of  where  I first  stopped. 
AVhether  foi‘  merit  or  not,  it  would  hardly  be 
becoming  in  me  to  say,  but  for  some  reason 
or  other  my  admiring  fellow-citizens  soon 
called  me  to  office  after  I took  up  my  resi- 
dence in  this  locality;  and  from  a stripling  of 
a young  fellow,  comparatively  inexperienced 
in  the  ways  of  the  world,  I soon  came  to  be  a 
public  functionary  of  considerable  authority, 
and  a man  who  was  looked  up  to  in  a general 
way  by  a large  number  of  my  fellow-men. 
AVhile  this  was  naturally  gratifying  to  my 
Irish  spirit,  it  brought  with  it  its  due  weight 
of  responsibility,  and  in  many  instances  its 
hardships  and  personal  annoyances.  The  office 
of  Sheriff  is  the  one  to  which  I was  first  called, 
and  filled.  1 was  made  Sheriff  in  the  early  ’40s, 
my  title  being  Sheriff  of  Milain  county,  my 
bailiwick  extendingfrom  the  Brazos  river  to  the 
Rocky  mountains,  and  beyond,  including  the 
then  important  town  of  Santa  Fe,  New  Mexico, 
and  my  duties  varying  from  the  collection  of 
taxes  and  the  execution  of  the  processes  of 
court  to  the  catching  of  runaway  negroes, 
and  the  apprehension  of  those  who  refused  to 
pay  proper  respect  to  the  laws  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Texas.  I had  a rich  and  varied  ex- 
perience as  Sheriff,  as  you  may  suppose,  and 
if  you  had  the  patience  and  my  wits  were 
sufficientlv  collected,  I could  tell  you  a good 
matiy  things  that  would  probably  interest 
you.  I was  in  the  sheriff’s  office  almost  con- 
tinuously from  the  time  I came  to  the  coun- 
ty in  1840  until  the  Republic  was  annexed — 
in  fact,  1 remained  in  office  a year  after  an- 
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nexation  and  wontid  nj)  the  iinlinished  husi- 
noss  pertaining  to  tlie  collection  of  taxes. 
Then,  having  married,  in  184t)  1 settled  in 
Washington  county,  where  I resided  engaged 
in  farming  until  1851,  in  which  year  I came 
again  to  what  was  then  Ilnrleson  county, 
now  Lee,  and  settled — in  which  general  lo 
cality  I have  since  made  my  home.  I have 
been  engacred  more  or  less  in  farming  all 
these  years,  and  have  served  my  fellow-citi- 
zens in  whatever  capacities  they  have  seen  tit 
to  call  me,  having  passed  forty  of  the  tifty- 
three  years  of  my  residence  in  Texas  in  one 
office  oi‘  another.” 

Asked  if  he  could  not  give  some  remi- 
niscences pertaining  to  the  more  distinguished 
Texans  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  con- 
tact,  Mr.  Flanniken  said,  “I  suppose  yon 
mean  those  whom  I met  about  the  court- 
house during  my  official  career.  Yes,  I knew 
some  men  of  note  forty  to  fifty  years  in  this 
locality,  and  some  who  though  not  so  well 
known  to  fame  were  of  the  highest  types  of 
manhood,  and  whose  worth  and  personal  ser- 
vices have  in  a measure  passed  into  the  com- 
mon fund  of  our  possessions  as  a people, 
where  they  will  exert  a lasting  good  for  ages 
to  come,  albeit  their  names  have  in  a degree 
already  and  must  in  time  entirely  disappear 
from  our  annals.  When  I was  Sheriff,  the 
system  of  traveling  around  the  circuit  was 
much  more  in  vogue  among  the  lawyers  than 
now,  and  1 met  at  Cald'^ell,  whifch  was  the 
seat  of  justice  for  my  bailiwick,  most  of  the 
eminent  legal  lights  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
There  was  Judge  Jewett,  John  Taylor,  Barry 
Gillespie  and  K.  M.  Williamson  among  the 
lawyers,  and  John  T.  Mills  and  R.  E.  B.  Bay- 
lor, who  were  at  different  times  our  presid- 
ing  judges.  Judge  Jewett  was  an  able  lawyer 
and  a man  of  considerable  reputation ; so  also 
was  Barry  Gillesj)ie.  John  Taylor  was  an  odd- 


ity. There  was  probably  never  such  an 
other  combination  of  brains,  flesh  and  sloth 
ill  the  world.  Xobody  could  over  understand 
him,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  he  ever  understood 
himself.  lie  had  talent — an  abundance  of  it — 
and  was  a fluent  talker,  but  lacked  pride  and 
self-respect,  and  more  especially  good,  hai'd 
sense.  If  he  had  been  supplied  by  nature 
more  generously  with  this  article,  he  would 
have  made  a more  shining  mai-k  on  the  his- 
tory of  his  State.  Judge  Baylor  was  a good 
man — an  excellent  citizen  and  a good  judge. 
1 never  heard  but  one  criticism  made  on  him 
as  a judge,  and  that  was  that  he  was  too 
lenient,  fie  allowed  his  feelings  as  a man 
to  influence  his  actions  as  an  officer.  But 
greater  than  any  of  those  here  mentioned! 
and  greater  than  any  whom  I knew  in  those 
days  was  Robert  M.  Williamson,  known  as 
‘Three-legged  Willie.’  A man  learned  in  the 
law,  of  spotless  integrity,  unselfish  in  his  de- 
votion to  the  interests  of  his  country,  true  to 
his  friends,  able,  eloquent  and  earnest,  he 
wielded  a powerful  influence  in  his  day,  and 
enjoyed  an  immense  amount  of  popularity. 
He  had  but  one  fault,  and  but  for  that  faidt 
there  is  no  telling  what  he  might  have  ac- 
complished. He  was  given  to  over-indulg- 
ence in  strong  drink.” 

“I  might  go  on,”  said  Mr.  Flanniken, 
“and  tell  you  of  some  of  our  early  court  pro- 
ceedings, some  of  the  unique  and  interesting 
trials,  the  wars  of  words  between  opposing 
counsel,  the  witty  thrusts  and  apt  replies, 
flights  of  eloquence  and  all  of  the  exhibitions 
of  genius  and  eccentricity  that  marked  the 
doings  of  the  men  of  those  days.  I might 
describe  in  my  humble  way  our  first  temple 
of  justice,  a rude  affair  made  of  cedar  lum- 
ber, whipsawed  by  hand,  and  the  first  fail 
built  of  logs,  hewed  square  and  fitted  suugly 
one  on  the  other;  and  the  first  mercantile 
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establisliment  in  the  county  seat  and  tliecliar-  | 
acter,  cost  and  quantity  consumed  of  mer-  ! 
chandise;  our  religious,  social  and  political 
gatherings  and  in  fact  many  things  respect- 
ing our  public  and  home  life;  but  I suppose 
these  things  have,  at  least  in  a general  way, 
l)een  covered  by  others.  The  .subject  of  Texas 
history,  as  seen  even  by  an  unpretentious 
citizen  like  myself,  is  a vast  one,  and  a man 
could  undertake  to  go  over  but  little  of  it  in  a 
talk  like  the  present.” 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  Mr.  Flanniken 
married  in  1846.  The  lady  was  Miss  Mar- 
garet E.  Wilson,  a daughter  of  Rev.  Hugh  V. 
Wilson,  a pioneer  Presbyterian  minister  who 
in  1837  organized  the  first  Presbyterian 
Church  ever  established  in  Texas,  this  being 
the  one  that  was  organized  that  year  at  San 
Augustine.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flanniken  had  two 
children,  both  sons,  Hugh  James  and  Robert 
H.,  the  former  dying  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
and  the  latter  at  six.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  She 
had  been  a devoted  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  from  early  girlhood,  and  was  a 
most  worthy  Christian  woman.  In  addition 
to  her  other  responsibilities,  she  had  the  care 
of  as  many  as  ten  orphans  at  different  times 
in  life,  and  was  ever  marked  for  her  unceas- 
ing attentions  to  the  sick  and  afflicted  of  her 
acquaintance.  Mr.  Flanniken  joined  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  through  her  influence  soon 
after  marriage,  and  has  been  an  active  mem- 
ber since.  He  has  been  an  Elder  for  many 
years.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  in  politics  a Democrat.  By 
the  death  of  his  wife  he  was  robbed  of  his 
sole  remaining  joy,  but  has  borne  this  afflic- 
tion with  calmness  and  resignation,  and  de- 
spite this  and  his  age,  with  its  attendant  in- 
firmities, is  still  cheerful,  and  a most  welcome 
guest  wherever  he  goes.  He  makes  his  home 


I with  an  adopted  sou,  Hugh  Wilson  Rowland, 

! whom  he  and  his  wife  took  in  infancy  and 
reared  to  manhood,  and  who  is  now  married 
and  the  head  of  a family.  Mr.  Rowland  is 
discharging  faithfully  and  affectionately  his 
duties  toward  his  foster-father. 

CB.  WILSON,  a farmer  of  Williamson 
county,  was  born  in  Kanawha  county. 
West  Virginia,  March  13,  1839,  a son 
of  R.  W.  and  Rebecca  (R.ust)  Wilson.  The 
father  was  a son  of  James  Wilson,  who  came 
from  county  Tyrone,  Ireland,  to  this  coun- 
try, and  was  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
New  York  for  a number  of  years.  He  sub- 
sequently went  to  Kentucky,  and  later  en- 
gaged in  boating  on  the  river  to  New  Orleans, 
and  then  took  up  his  residence  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  was  among  the  first  to  man- 
ufacture salt.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born  in  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  subse- 
quently moved  to  West  Virginia,  and  his 
death  occurred  October  19,  1890.  The 
mother  died  when  our  si;bject  was  four  years 
of  age.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
and  the  youngest,  James  M.,  was  a member 
of  the  Seventeenth  Texas  Infantry,  during 
the  late  war,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Mansfield. 

C.  B.  Wilson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
came  with  his  father  and  brother  to  Texas  in 
1857,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  locating 
on  the  farm  where  he  still  resides.  The  farm 
then  contained  250  acres,  and  was  located  near 
the  old  Mustang  spring,  wdiich  was  noted  as 
a stopping  place  for  emigrants.  The  second 
mill  in  tlie  county  was  located  on  their  land, 
and  their  house  was  always  a stopping- place 
for  travelers,  and  none  were  ever  turned  away 
hungry.  They  w'ere  also  the  first  in  Will- 
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iaiuson  county  to  build  a wire  fence,  which 
was  purchased  from  the  old  Gallipolis  ife 
Ohio  Kiver  line,  of  Ohio.  In  September, 
18G1,  our  subject  entered  tlie  Confederate 
army,  in  Company  D,  Fourtli  Te.xas  Cavalry 
Uegiment,  Sibley’s  brigade,  and  they  first  went 
to  New  Mexico.  At  Valverde,  New  Mexico, 
they  had  a heavy  encounter  with  the  enemy. 
They  then  returned  to  Texas,  took  part  in  tlie 
battles  of  Galveston,  Fort  Butler  and  Mans- 
field. 1'hey  fought  General  Banks  forty 
days,  drove  him  back  to  Louisiana,  and  the 
raid  terminated  at  Yellow  Bayou.  At  the 
close  of  the  struggle  the  regiment  had  fallen 
back  to  Texas.  Mr.  AYilson  first  served  as 
private,  and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  held 
the  office  of  Senior  Lieutenant.  He  arrived 
home  May  24,  1865,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  in  farming.  He  owns  800 
acres  of  land,  100  acres  of  which  is  cultivated, 
and  for  the  past  twelve  years  has  also  been 
engaged  in  sheep  and  cattle -raising.  When 
Mr.  Wilson  first  came  to  Williamson  county, 
Georgetown  was  only  a village,  and  the  town 
of  Taylor  was  not  laid  out  until  nineteen 
years  later.  Bolitically,  he  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity. 

I W.  BERRY,  a farmer  of  Williamson 
K I county,  is  a son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza 
(Kimbro)  Berry.  The  father  was  born 
in  Georgia,  in  1802,  went  to  Alabama  when 
a young  man,  was  married  in  Tallapoosa 
county,  that  State,  in  1820,  and  in  1840  came 
to  Bastrop  county,  Texas.  The  mother  died 
in  the  latter  place  in  1857,  and  the  father 
afterward  move<l  to  our  subject’o  home,  where 
he  died  in  August,  1800.  He  was  a farmer  j 
by  occupation,  and  a member  of  the  Christian  [ 


Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berry  had  fourteen 
children,  those  who  attained  maturity  being: 
Jasper,  deceased;  IMartha  Barker,  deceased; 
Mary,  wife  of  John  Edwards,  of  Coryell 
county,  Texas;  Bolling,  a resident  of  Will- 
iamson county;  John,  of  La  Grange,  Fayette 
county,  this  State;  J.  W.,  our  subject;  Sallie, 
now  Mrs.  William  Steward,  of  Williamson 
county;  Benjamin,  also  of  this  county;  Cor- 
nelia, deceased;  Julia,  wife  of  James  Cope- 
land, of  Williamson  county;  Acey  M.,  of 
Comal  county,  Texas;  and  Albert,  a resident 
of  this  county. 

J.  W.  Berry  was  born  in  Tallapoosa  county, 
Alabama,  January  11,  1840,  and  came  with 
his  parents  to  Texas  when  ten  years  of  age. 
At  the  opening  of  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  Twelfth  Texas  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Barsons,  and  first  served  in  Texas. 
He  went  thence  to  Arkansas,  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Searcy’s  Lane,  Cotton  Blant  and 
Langee  river,  and  then  participated  in  the 
following  battles  in  Louisiana:  Mansfield, 
Bieasant  Hill  and  Yellow  Bayou.  At  the 
latter  place  he  was  wounded  in  the  right 
knee,  and,  after  spending  a short  time  in  the 
hospital,  returned  home  on  a furlough.  He 
afterward  rejoined  his  company,  but  did  not 
participate  in  any  battles,  and  they  disbanded 
in  Falls  county,  Texas.  After  the  close  of 
hostilities,  Mr.  Berry  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Bastrop  county  five  years,  and 
then  came  to  Wi.liamson  county.  He  set- 
tled on  Bear  creek,  where  he  remained  for 
three  years,  and  he  then  bought  his  present 
farm  of  585  acres,  oti  the  North  Gabriel,  sev- 
enteen miles  northwest  of  Georgetown,  280 
acres  being  cultivated. 

Mr.  Berry  was  married  in  Williamson 
county,  March  24,  1861,  to  Margaret  Cope- 
land, who  was  born  in  Overton  county,  Ten- 
nessee, June  1,  1844,  a daughter  of  Jelferson 
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and  Mary  (Copeland)  Cujieland.  Tlie  parents 
came  to  Williamson  county,  Texas,  in  1859, 
locating  at  the  head  of  TJerry’s  creek,  where 
they  lived  until  the  father’s  death,  November 
19,  1SC7.  The  mother  now  resides  with  her 
son  Joseph,  in  this  comity.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Perry  have  had  six  children;  Ola  O.,  a mer- 
chant of  Liberty  Hill;  Jefferson  M.;  James 
W.  and  Luna  L.,  at  home;  Dora,  deceased ; 
and  Louida,  at  home.  Mr.  Perr}’  votes  with 
the  People’s  party;  is  a member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  the  Grange  and  Farmers’  Alli- 
ance, and  also  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church. 


f)KOF.  AUGUSTUS  E.  HILL,  of  Tay- 
lor, Texas,  was  born  in  Pickens  county, 
Alabama,  in  1853,  a son  of  Dr.  S.  F. 
' Hill,  who  was  born  near  Statesville, 
North  Carolina.  He  afterward  removed  to 
South  Carolina,  later  to  Georgia,  and  next  to 
Alabama.  During  his  young  manhood  he 
was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  tailors’  trade. 
He  afterward  began  the  study  of  medicine, 
is  a graduate  of  a college  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  and  has  spent  most  of  his 
life  as  a physician  in  Carrollton,  Alabama, 
where  he  still  resides,  aged  eighty-one  years. 
The  Doctor  served  for  a time  in  the  cause  of 
the  South  during  the  late  war.  His  wife, 
Miss  Sarah  J.  Boggs,  was  a daughter  of  Rev. 
James  and  Mrs.  — (Throckmorton)  Boggs, 
natives  of  Virginia.  Rev.  Boggs  was  a noted 
educator  and  Presbyterian  minister.  He  or- 
ganized many  female  colleges  throughout  the 
different  States  of  the  Southeast.  lie  oroan- 

O 

ized  the  Greenwood  Seminary,  one  of  the  first 
female  schools  in  Louisiana,  and  the  first  in 
the  western  part  of  that  State.  His  death 
occui'red  belbr**  the  late  wai'.  Mrs.  Bo”o\s 


was  left  an  orphan  in  early  life,  and  was 
raised  by  her  aunt,  Mi's.  William  Madison. 
William  Madison  was  a brother  of  Pi'esident 
James  Madison.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  HillJiad  six 
children  that  lived  to  years  of  maturity: 
Mary  A.,  widow  of  Joel  H.  Puckett;  Fannie 
M.,  widow  of  James  M.  Davis,  of  Dallas;  A. 
E.,  our  subject;  Samuel  H.,  a physician  of 
Carrollton,  Alabama;  Emma  J.,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Bonner;  C.  Annie, 
wife  of  La  Fayette  Bonner,  M.  D.,  now  of 
San  Antonio.  Mrs.  Hill  died  in  1884.  Both 
she  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Augustus  E.  Hill,  the  subject  of  this 
memoir,  received  his  education  in  the  Car- 
rollton Academy  and  in  what  is  now  the 
State  Normal  of  Alabama,  graduating  at  the 
latter  institution  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years. 
He  afterward  began  the  study  of  law,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  Alabama  in  1872,  be- 
fore reaching  his  majority,  and  practiced  be- 
fore the  courts  of  that  State  for  seven  years. 
In  1879  he  located  near  Navasota,  Grimes 
county,  Texas,  having  at  that  time  just 
twenty-five  cents,  and  for  the  following  eight 
months  he  was  occupied  at  farm  labor.  Dur- 
ing that  time  he  also  taught  school,  receiving 
$40  pei'  month.  In  1881  Mr.  Hill  took 
cl  arge  of  the  Bastrop  Academy,  at  Bastrop, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1883  was  appoinled  Super- 
intendent of  the  city  schools  of  Taylor,  hav- 
ing been  re-elected  to  that  position  from  1883 
to  1892.  On  first  coming  to  this  city  the 
school  employed  three  teachers,  and  had  an 
attendance  of  105  pupils.  There  was  also 
one  culored  school,  employing  one  teacher, 
and  having  an  attendance  of  forty  students. 
The  white  school  now  occupies  one  of  the 
finest  school  buildings  in  the  State,  employs 
lifteen  teachers,  two  music  teachers  and  one 
art  teacher,  and  has  an  attendance  of  700 
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pupils.  The  town  now  lias  two  colored 
school.-^,  einployinp;  tliree  teachers,  and  has  an 
averaire  attendance  of  125  pnjiils,  inakino;  in 
all  about  800  students  under  tlie  control  of 
Mr.  Hill.  11  e was  also  one  of  the  projectors 
of  the  grand  building  now  occujiied  by  the 
schools  of  this  city. 

In  1878  Mr.  Hill  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Julia  Wilson,  a native  of  Carrollton, 
Alabama,  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  E.  F.  and 
]\Iis. — (Eostwick)  Wilson,  early  settlers  of 
Alabama.  The  lather  was  a graduate  of  the 
Transylvania  College  of  Physicians  at  Car- 
rollton, was  a noted  physician,  lilled  many 
important  State  offices,  having  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature  and  Senate,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  1871.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Wilson  had  live  children:  Dr.  William  F., 
of  Ellis  county,  Texas;  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Dur- 
ham, of  Jefferson,  Texas;  Julia,  wife  of  our 
subject;  B.  F.,  engaged  in  railroad  work; 
and  Gertrude,  wife  of  C.  E.  Gilbert,  of 
Dallas.  After  the  mother’s  death  Mr.  Wil- 
son was  again  married,  and  to  the  last  union 
were  born  four  children:  Patty;  A.  J.,  of 
Dallas;  Phelix,  of  Alabama;  and  Mary. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  have  had  six  children, 
namely:  Albert  E.,  Bessie,  Julia,  Benjamin 
F.,  C.  Hearne  and  Percie  D.  Mr.  Hill 
affiliates  with  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Solomon 
Lodge,  No.  484,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  old-school  Presbyterian 
Church. 

G'  J.  JACKSON,  of  Williamson  county, 
Texas,  was  born  in  Biirleson  comity, 
— this  State,  November  15,  1840,  a son 
of  l\ter  and  Susanna  (King)  Jackson.  The 
father  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1807,  came 
to  Eurleson  county,  Texas,  in  18J0,  after- 
ward located  in  JMilani  county,  and  his  ihaith 


occiii-red  in  that  county  in  1880.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  viz:  AVhlliam,  who  died  during 

the  v\ar;  C.  J.,  our  subject;  II.  Cyrus,  a 
farmer  of  Hood  county,  Texas;  lihoda,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  John  G.  Wilson;  Re- 
becca, wife  of  J.  A.  Huffman,  a farmer  of 
Milam  county;  Anna,  who  married  W.  II. 
Short,  of  Bell  county;  Henry  A.,  a farmer 
of  Milam  county;  James  A.  engaged  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits  iu  Coleman  county,  and 
Olwin  engaged  iu  the  cattle  business  in  New 
Mexico.  The  father  died  in  1889,  the 
mother  having  departed  this  life  previous  to 
that  time. 

C.  J.  Jackson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  principally  in  Milam  county,  and 
received  but  few  educational  advantages.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  late  war, 
in  Company  G,  Fifth  Texas  Infantry,  Hood’s 
brigade,  was  consigned  to  the  army  of 
northern  Virginia,  under  General  Lee,  and 
took  part  in  all  the  great  battles  of  Virginia. 
He  was  once  slightly  wounded,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  from  Longstreet’s  division;  was 
carried  to  Camp  Morton,  Indianapolis,  and 
in  the  following  spring  was  taken  to  Fort 
Delaware.  While  in  the  latter  place  Mr. 
Jackson  was  a member  of  the  burial  depart- 
ment, as  a great  many  w^ere  dying  at  that 
time  from  scurvy  and  other  diseases.  They 
dug  trenches  the  entire  length  of  the  ground, 
and  buried  them  in  rough  boxes,  two  deep, 
that  is  to  say,  one  on  top  of  the  other,  6,000 
Confederate  prisoners  being  buried  in  this 
way!  Mr.  Jackson  concocted  a scheme  to 
escape  while  in  jirison,  but  his  plan  failed. 
June  9,  1865,  the  prisoners  were  releaseii, 
and  our  subject  arrived  home  in  the  latter 
pai  t of  the  month.  During  his  j)risoii  life 
he  became  moon-blind  and  his  friends  were 
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obliged  to  lead  him  on  liis  way  home  when 
it  became  dark.  After  bis  return  be  was 
first  employed  as  manager  of  a fann  on  the 
Brazos  river,  and  in  1808  he  bouirht  a small 
tract  of  land.  In  1871  Mr.  Jackson  sold  his 
land  and  came  to  Williamson  county,  and 
subsequently  bought  640  acres  of  his  j)resent 
farm.  A short  time  ago  he  bought  a fann 
near  Nolansville,  Bell  county,  for  which  he 
paid  $3,300,  and  he  now  owns  1,876  acres, 
all  under  fence,  and  600  acres  cultivated. 
Ilis  place  is  well  improved,  has  two  good 
barns,  a fine  residence,  eight  tenement 
houses,  etc.  In  1889  Mr.  Jackson  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Jackson,  Morris  & Co.,  but  in  1892 
this  business  was  discontinued.  lie  has  held 
the  office  of  Postmaster  of  Corn  Hill  since 
1891;  is  a stock-holder  in  the  Southern  ]\Ier- 
cury  and  the  Temple  Forum,' both  leading 
Alliance  papers,  and  is  one- third  owner  of 
the  Texas  Advance,  the  State  organ  of  the 
People’s  party.  Our  subject  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing that  society  in  this  State,  has  at- 
tended all  the  national  meetings  since  that 
time,  and  was  a delegate  to  the  national  con- 
vention  at  Omaha,  which  organized  the  Peo- 
ple’s party.  lie  was  nominated  for  the 
legislature,  receiving  2,760  votes,  and  liis 
opponent  only  2,706  votes,  but  126  of  the 
former’s  votes  w^ere  cast  for  the  seven ty- 
second  district,  and  his  district  is  the  seventy- 
first — an  error  of  the  printer.  They  are  now 
contesting  the  election.  Mr.  Jackson  affil- 
iates  with  the  People’s  {>arty. 

In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Amanda  lietishaw,  a daughter  of  John 
lienshaw,  who  is  a native  of  Mississippi,  but 
who  located  in  southern  Te.xas  in  1830.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  tbirteen  cbildrcn, 
namely;  Ktbel,  wile  of  William  8preniK  a 
farmer  of  Williaiucon  county;  .lohiiie,  a 


merchant  of  Corn  Hill;  Ida,  Gilbei-t,  Rufus, 
Syrus,  Susanna,  Jei’emiah,  Terrell,  Jeif 
Davis,  Amanda,  Columbus  S.  and  James  B. 
Weaver,  at  home.  Socially,  Mr.  Jackson  is 
a member  of  the  I.  C.  O.  F.,  and  his  wife  is 
a memher  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

la, 

djOHN  T.  SPRADLY,  a w'ell-known  citi- 
zen of  Burleson  county,  Texas,  was  born 
in  Georgia,  June  1,  1850.  He  \vas 
reared  on  a farm  and  remained  a member  of 
the  home  circle  for  several  years  after  reach- 
ing his  majority  until,  in  December,  1876, 
he  married  and  settled  on  a rented  farm.  In 
1879,  leaving  his  wife  in  Georgia,  he  came 
to  Texas,  lauding  at  Hearne,  and  from  there 
coming  to  his  present  locality  on  foot,  arriv- 
ing here  without  means.  He  rented  land 
and  a team  and  at  once  w’ent  to  work  to  put 
in  a crop.  His  seed  corn  he  borrowed.  Subse- 
quently his  wdfe  joined  him,  and  together 
they  began  life  in  pioneer  Texas  style.  Mr. 
Spradly’s  honest  toil  and  judicious  manage- 
ment have  been  rewarded  with  success.  In 
1883  he  bought  100  acres  of  improved  land, 
seventy- five  acres  of  which  were  under  culti- 
vation, and  now  has  it  all  cultivated.  In 
1886  he  purchased  a gin  at  Frarneville,  and 
soon  afterward  bought  a residence  and  six 
acres  of  land  adjoining  the  gin  property. 
After  running  the  gin  five  years  he  sold  out 
and  turned  his  attention  to  the  cattle  busi- 
ness. Recently  he  has  disposed  of  his  cattle 
interests,  his  whole  time  novv  being  given  to 
looking  after  his  land  and  tenants.  Besides 
the  farm  above  referred  to,  he  also  operates 
land  which  be  bas  leased. 

i\[i'.  8[)radly  is  the  son  ef  A.  R.  and 
Georgia  (Harris)  Sj)iadly,  nati  ves  of  Georgia. 
A.  R.  Spradly  sei'ved  as  a Justice  of  the 
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II I STORY  OP'  TEXAS. 


Peace  for  a inimljer  of  years.  lie  moved  to 
Plorida  wlieti  .John  T.  wa.s  a lad  of  si\  years, 
and  there  spent  tlie  residue  of  his  life  and 
tliere  died,  his  death  occnri'ing  in  1888.  lie 
served  all  through  the  late  war,  as  Sergeant 
of  his  company,  the  last  two  years  being 
Torpedo  Sergeant  on  St.  John’s  river.  He 
was  with  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  General  Scott’s 
command.  Jolm  T.  is  the  oldest  of  seven 
children.  Two  of  his  brothers  came  to  Te.xas, 
bnt  subsequently  i-eturned,  he  being  now  the 
only  one  of  the  family  in  this  State. 

]\Ir.  Spradly  married  Miss  Amanda  West, 
who  was  born  in  Georgia,  .fan nary  2,  1860, 
daughter  of  AVilliam  West,  of  South  Car- 
olina, who  died  in  Georgia  in  1873,  his  wife 
dying  the  same  year.  By  trade  Mr.  West 
was  a millwricrht,  but  later  in  life  was  en- 
gaged  in  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spradly 
have  four  children,  namely:  Maggie  B.,  born 
May  6,  1880;  Georgia  L.,  May  26,  1882; 
John  H.,  January  19,  1884;  and  Ruth,  April 
9,  1887. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  in  politics  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party.  Mrs.  Spradly  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church. 


OBERT  U.  PORTER. — The  origin  of 

o 

families,  like  the  origin  of  races  and 
^ even  of  States,  is  usually  obscure. 
Even  with  the  aid  of  print  the  gene- 
alogical connection  of  bnt  few  men  has  been 
preserved  in  anything  like  authentic  form. 
The  genesis  of  most  families  begins  with 
some  prominent  char.acter,  usually  a civil  or 
military  leader,  beyond  whom  all  is  dim  and 
shadowy. 

'Ihe  Porter  family  in  America  is  a large 
one,  and  is  doubtless  of  Fnglisb  origin. 

34 


The  immediate  antecedents  of  Robert  U. 
Porter  of  this  article  have  been  traced  back 
otily  to  A^irginia.  It  is  known  that  his 
paternal  grandfather,  AVilliam  Porter,  was  a 
I'esident  of  Vii’cfinia  most  of  his  life,  if  in- 
deed  he  was  not  a native^of  that  State.  He 
was  a young  man,  or  at  least  not  past  middle 
life,  when  the  American  colonies  rebelled 
against  the  mother  country.  Like  many 
other  patriotic  sons  of  those  days,  he  early 
pledged  his  life,  his  fortune  and  his  sacred 
hotior  for  the  maintenance  of  individual 
liberty.  He  entered  the  Continental  army 
from  Virginia  and  remained  in  it  till  the 
j close  of  the  struggle,  rising  to  the  position 
of  Colonel  and  acquitting  himself  presum- 
ably with  credit.  Then,  when  the  groat  war 
i was  over  and  the  colonists  began  to  settle 
down  to  the  enjoyment  of  their  dearly-won 
liberties,  he  moved,  in  the  days  of  Daniel 
Boone,  to  the  frontier  regions  of  Kentucky, 
where  he  took  up  his  residence  in  one  of  the 
numerous  settlements  started  about  that  time. 
There  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
helping  to  subdue  the  savages  of  the  forest 
and  lay  deep  the  foundation  of  that  great 
commonwealth.  Many  of  his  descendants 
still  live  in  that  State,  where  they  have  risen 
to  distinction  both  in  its  civil  and  military 
history.  He  had  seven  sons:  Elisha,  Oliver, 
AVilliam,  Virgil,  Benjamin,  John  AV.  and 
Beverly,--the  last  two  of  whom  became 
j early  settlers  of  Texas  and  hei’e  helped  to 
j solve  the  same  problems  with  which  the 
! father  had  been  concerned  in  the  older 
States.  Beverly  came  to  Texas  in  1827  and 
cast  his  lot  with  one  of  the  coast  colonies, 
where  he  was  located  when  the  battle  of 
A^elasco  occurred,  June  25,  1832.  In  this 
battle  he  took  part,  being  one  of  the  112 
men  who  volnntcci-ed  to  take  the  Mexican 
fort  at  that  place.  He  never  lived  to  take 
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part  in  the  greater  conflict  which  came  off 
a few  years  later,  and  of  whicli  tliis  flglit  was 
in  tlie  nature  of  a pi-elnde  to  a })lay.  lie  died 
in  1803,  of  cholera. 

John  W.  Porter,  the  other  tneinber  of  this 
pioneer  family  and  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  came  to  Texas  six  years  later 
than  his  bi'ofher  Beverly.  lie  was  then  mar- 
ried and  the  head  of  a family.  lie  left  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  April  3,  1833,  with  a flat- 
boat  loaded  with  pork  and  staves.  Upon  this 
boat  he  and  his  family  started  down  the 
Cumberland  river  for  New  Orleans,  which 
city  they  reached  by  way  of  the  Oliio  and 
]\Iississippi  rivers.  At  New  Orleans  he  dis- 
posed of  his  “barter”  to  good  advantage,  and 
taking  a sail-boat  turned  his  face  toward 
Texas.  Beaching  Velasco  lie  fitted  up  a 
wagon  train,  and  striking  northward  jour- 
neyed as  far  as  what  is  now  Burleson  county, 
in  the  western  portion  of  which  he  found  a 
beautiful  stretch  of  country,  where  he  pitched 
his  tent  and  turned  loose  his  stock.  This  strip 
of  country,  since  called  Porter’s  prairie,  in 
honor  of  this  pioneer,  has  always  been  one  of 
the  best  settled  portions  of  the  county  and 
noted  for  the  superiority  of  its  citizenship. 
John  W.  Porter  resided  where  he  first  cast 
his  lot  in  the  then  unsettled  regions  of 
Central  Texas  until  his  death  in  1846, — 
twelve  years  later. 

He  was  for  a number  of  years  actively  and 
eonsjncuously  connected  with  the  history  of 
tins  locality.  Ilis  principal  business  pursuits 
vere  fanning  and  stock-raising,  mainly  the 
latter,  the  open  country  affording  abundant 
range.  lie  filled  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  County  Clerk,  and  Chief  Justice,  the 
functions  of  which  offices  he  discharo-ed 
always  with  a view  to  the  publie  good,  and 
(lied  4n  the  enjoyment  of  the  e.-^teem  and 
I’esjjcet  of  those  among  whom  he  had  li\-ed. 


The  wife  of  John  W.  Poi'tm-,  one  of  those 
eoui-ageoiis,  self-sacriticing  women  whose 
devotion  to  tlieii'  husl)ands  and  families,  and 
whose  skill  in  domestic  affairs  as  much  as 
anything  else  rendered  the  problem  of  the 
settlement  of  this  country  ])Ossible,  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  wheie  she  was  trained  to 
the  habits  of  industry  and  usefulness  and 
brought  up  in  the  |)ractice  of  the  ways  of 
pioneer  life.  Her  maiden  name  was  Susan 
Eaton,  and  she  was  a daughter  of  the  Bev. 
Bobert  Eaton,  a Baptist  minister  well  known 
in  southern  Kentucky  and  central  and  west- 
ern Tennessee  from  half  to  three  (quarters  of 
a century  ago.  This  family  of  Eatons  has 
furnished  a number  of  distinguished  citizens 
to  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  among  them 
being  teachers,  preachers  and  politicians.  The 
])resent  Congressman  of  that  name  from 
Tennessee  is  a member  of  the  family,  and  the 
Bev.  T.  T.  Eaton,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
the  able  Baptist  divine,  another  member. 
Mrs.  Porter  died  in  Burleson  county  in 
1856,  about  the  age  of  fifty- five.  Eight  sons 
were  born  to  her  and  her  husband,  most  of 
whom  were  born  and  reared  in  Texas.  Jerome 
B.,  the  eldest,  died  in  Burleson  county,  about 
1856;  Bobert  U.  is  the  subject  of  this  notice; 
Newell  died  in  1862,  in  Burleson  county; 
Milton  was  a minister  of  the  Methodist 
Church  for  a number  of  years,  and  died  in 
Anderson  county,  Texas;  John  lives  in  Bell 
county;  Beverly  A.  is  a citizen  of  Burleson 
county,  a sketch  of  his  life  appearing  in  this 
work;  William  died  in  infancy;  and  Thomas 
lives  in  Bell  county. 

Bobert  U.  Porter,  the  eldest  of  the  family 
now  living,  and  the  one  whose  name  forms 
the  caption  of  this  ai-ticle.  was  born  in  Butler 
county,  Kentucky,  December  12,  1825.  He 
was  in  his  eighth  year  when  his  parents 
came  to  Texas.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were 
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passed  in  this  county.  lie  received  l)ut  little 
education,  there  i)eing  no  schools  of  any 
coMSCfjiience  in  Texas  in  those  days.  His 
time  was  taken  up  mainly  with  his  duties  on 
the  farm  and  in  lookintr  after  the  stock  on 
the  range.  The  early  death  of  his  father,  in 
184:0,  thi'ew  on  his  shoulders,  as  one  of  the 
older  membei'  of  the  family,  a large  share  of 
the  responsibility  in  looking  after  the  estate 
and  in  caring  for  his  younger  brothers, — a 
responsibility  which  he  cheerfully  assumed 
discharged  with  credit  to  himself.  Most  of 
his  younger  brothers  were  sent  to  east  Texas, 
whei-e  they  had  the  benefit  of  the  best  school 
advantages  then  procurable  in  the  State. 
Mr.  Porter  continued  in  charge  of  his  father’s 
estate  for  ten  years  after  the  latter’s  death, 
by  which  time  through  his  judicious  manage- 
ment it  had  grown  to  be  the  largest  estate  in 
the  county.  A division  was  then  had  among 
the  heirs,  and  with  the  portion  which  fell  to 
him,  consisting  chiefly  of  cattle,  he  settled  to 
himself  in  1856,  having  married  that  veai‘, 
and  began  to  give  his  attention  actively  to 
his  own  interests.  Like  many  other  citizens 
of  this  State  Mr.  Porter  suffered  severely 
in  finances  during  the  late  war,  but  he  has 
recuperated  in  a great  measure,  and  is  now 
one  of  Burleson  county’s  largest  land-holders 
and  most  substantial  farmers,  owning  1,300 
acres,  500  acres  of  which  is  in  cultivation, 
well  stocked  and  well  improved.  Farming 
and  stock-raising  have  formed  the  objects  of 
chief  concern  with  him  through  life,  and 
this  to  the  exclusion  of  office-seekitiir  and 
office-holding,  which  are  regaided  sometimes 
as  natural  diveivsion  by  i-eputable  and  well- 
to-do  members  of  his  calling.  He  served 
two  years  in  the  ('onfederate  army  durin<>- 
the  late  war,  having  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Aloi-aii's  battalion,  which  was  oroanized  for 
cuast  defense.  lie  was  also  at  an  earlier 


date  in  the  ranging  service  and  helped  protect 
the  fi'outier  of  Texas  from  the  Indians. 
Ml'.  Porter  actively  interests  himself  in  all 
matters  relating  to  the  farming  community, 
believing  that  organization  is  essential  to 
husbandry  and  that  in  the  multitude  of 
counsel  there  is  not  only  wisdom  but  strength, 
a thing  most  necessai'y  to  secure  to  the 
fai'ining  class  their  just  rights  and  privileges, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Burleson  County 
Co-operative  Association  and  a director  in 
the  Grange  store  at  Caldwell,  in  politics  he 
officiates  with  the  Democrats,  and  has  voted 
the  straight  Democratic  ticket  all  his  life. 

In  1856  Mr.  Porter  married  ]\[iss  Sallie 
Clioate,  a daughter  of  John  J.  Choate  and  a 
cousin  of  Rufus  Choate,  the  great  Alassa- 
chusetts  lawyer.  The  issue  of  this  marriage 
was  seven  children:  James  E.,  now  a teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Williamson  county, 
this  State;  Currin  R.,  a bookkeeper  at 
Milano;  Rufus  C.,  a lawyer  of  Dallas;  Fan- 
nie, who  died  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  while  in 
school;  Cornelia,  still  under  the  parental 
roof;  Newell  D.;  and  Mary.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  1867,  and  in  1871  Mr.  Porter 
married  Miss  Aromenta  Robinson,  of  Burle- 
son county.  Hine  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union:  Pearl  A.,  Roy,  William, 

Clarence,  Lorena.  Eleanor,  Florence,  Ada 
Ma}',  and  Robert  King.  The  religious  con- 
nection of  the  family  is  with  the  Methodist 
Church,  of  which  Mr.  l^orter  has  been  Steward 
for  more  than  forty  years.  Under  the  influ- 
ences of  this  church  as  well  as  in  all  correct 
ways  of  living,  he  has  brought  up  his  large 
family  of  children,  lie  has  also  made  reason- 
able jireparatioii  for  all  their  material  wants, 
and  has  amassed  a considerable  estate,  which 
will  <ro  toward  establisliino  them  in  the 
world.  I')iit  it  has  been  his  belief  and  his 
teaching  that  their  ha|)piuess,  success  ami 
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usefulness  in  life  will  not  so  much  dejicnd 
on  what  they  have  as  what  they  are,  and,  in 
accordance  with  this  view,  he  has  sought  to 
leave  them  a legacy  of  an  honorable  name,  to 
give  them  good  educational  advantages,  to 
instill  in  them  good  principles  and  bidno- 
them  iij)  with  good  habits  as  better  helps  in 
the  race  of  life  than  crreat  wealth. 

Galvin  hell,  a farmer  of  William- 
son county,  w'^as  born  in  Susquehanna 
— ' county,  Pennsylvania,  July  2,  1826, 
a sou  of  Sterling  and  Catherine  (Ma.xan) 
Bell,  the  former  a native  of  Connecticut, 
and  the  latter  of  Rhode  Island,  and  of 
English  and  Irish  descent.  The  parents 
reared  a family  of  eight  children,  viz.: 
Nancy,  Nathan,  Lyman,  Angeline,  Edith, 
Calvin,  Jasper  and  Asa.  The  children  are  all 
now  deceased,  excepting  one  son  and  two 
daughters,  the  latter  residing  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  parents  died  before  the  late  war. 

Calvin  Bell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
of  the  third  generation  of  the  family  in 
America,  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
\intil  reaching  years  of  maturity.  He  went 
thence  to  Iowa  (then  a Territory),  spent  a 
short  time  in  St.  Louis,  worked  his  way  South 
to  Mississippi,  and  in  1845  arrived  in  Texas, 
where  he  first  found  employment  as  a farm 
hand.  In  1848  Mr.  Bell  joined  a i-anging 
company.  Bell’s  regiment,  and  served  on  the 
frontier  of  Texas.  In  1852  he  purchased  750 
acres  of  his  present  farm,  which  he  began 
improving  in  1855,  and  during  that  time  j 
also  followed  freighting.  In  1802  our  sub- 
ject enlisted  in  a twelve  months'  company, 
was  attached  to  Morgan's  battalicm,  aftei'-  i 
ward  joined  Baylor's  regiment  of  cavalry, 
and  served  in  Louisiana  and  Ai-kansas.  lie  ! 


took  part  in  many  skirmishes,  was  in  Banks’ 
raid  on  Red  idver,  served  until  the  chise  of 
tlie  strucnrle,  and  at  the  time  of  the  surren- 
der  the  reidment  had  fallen  I)ack  to  Texas. 

D 

He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Richmond, 
this  State,  since  which  time  'he  has  resided 
on  his  farm  in  Williamson  count}'.  Mr.  Bell 
rents  his  j)lace,  of  which  has  120  acres  under 
a fine  state  of  cultivation. 

In  the  summer  of  1805  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Dalton,  a native 
of  Arkansas,  and  a daughterof  Meade  Dalton, 
who  formerly  resided  in  Tennessee,  coming  to 
Texas  in  1857,  and  spending  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  farming  in  AVilliamson  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  had  one  child,  Jefferson 
Davis,  who  is  now  engaged  in  business  in 
Bartlett,  this  State.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  November,  1886,  at  about  the  acre  of 
fifty-four  years.  Mr.  Bell  takes  an  active 
])art  in  public  affairs,  is  an  independent 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  relig- 
iously is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 


f)AUL  OTTO  ELZNER,  a prominent 
merchant  of  Bastrop,  was  born  in' 
Prussia,  Germany,  March  9,  1847,  a 
' son  of  August  and  Pauline  (Baker) 
Elzner,  natives  of  Saxony,  that  countiy'.  The 
parents  removed  to  Prussia,  but  a short  time 
afterward,  in  1858,  came  to  America,  locating 
in  Bastroj),  Texas.  The  father  was  first  em- 
ployed as  head  sawyer  in  a steam  saw-mill, 
the  following  seven  years  was  engaged  in 
freighting  and  farming,  and  then  conducted 
a bakery  and  fancy  grocery  until  his  <leatli, 
which  occurred  in  1807.  Mr. and  Mrs.  Elziiei' 
were  the  parents  of  five  children,  only  thi’ce 
of  whom  lived  to  maturity,  Fredeidck  A. 
B.,  of  this  city;  Paul  ().,  our  subject;  and 
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Albert  A.,  a merchant  of  Bastrop.  The 
mother  die<l  in  1S80.  The  parents  weie 
members  of  tlie  Lutheran  Cliurcli. 

J^.  O.  Elzner  came  to  America  with  his 
father,  and  received  his  education  in  tlie  Bas- 
trop scliools.  lie  began  work  for  liimself  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  in  tlie  restau- 
rant business,  which  he  followed  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  In  18G7,  with  $000  in  money, 
he  engaged  in  a small  way  in  the  general 
mercantile  business,  in  a two  story  frame 
building,  using  the  upfier  story  as  his  resi- 
dence. Tw(j  years  later  he  purchased,  for 
$5,000,  the  lot  on  which  his  present  com- 
modious building  is  now  located,  paying  $800 
down.  The  building  is  25  x 90  feet,  two  stories 
high,  and  he  continued  business  there  until 
March,  1892.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Elzner 
had  purchased  the  adjoining  building,  which 
he  immediately  began  tearing  down,  and 
Augui?t  1,  1892,  he  moved  his  stock  of  goods 
to  the  new  building,  which  has  32,000  square 
feet  of  flooring,  is  two  stories  high,  and  one 
of  the  most  commodious  structures  in  the 
State.  He  now  has  a trade  amounting  to 
$250,000  annually,  and  enjoys  sixteen  clerks, 
two  bookkeepers,  and  two  ladies  in  the  mil- 
linery department.  Mr.  Elzner  carries  a full 
line  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  clothing,  boots, 
shoes,  notions,  hardware,  wagons,  farm  ma- 
chinery, furniture,  bran,  hay,  corn  and 
liquors.  In  1893  he  purchased  5,000  bales 
of  cotton,  is  also  largely  engaged  in  the 
real-estate  business,  handling  both  town  and 
city  property,  and  buys  and  sells  cattle,  horses 
and  mules.  He  is  a director  and  stockholder 
ia  the  National  Bank  of  Bastrop,  and  is  the 
largest  stockholder  of  the  Bridge  Company. 
The  bridge  was  erected  in  1891,  at  a cost  of 
$45,000,  spans  the  Colorado  river  at  this 
point,  and  is  one  of  the  fluest  foot  and  wagon 
bridges  in  the  United  States. 


53'J 


In  1875  Mr.  Elzner  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  i\Iiss  Mary  Uabeusburg,  a native  of 
Basti'op,  and  a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
Uabeusburg,  natives  of  Germany.  The 
parents  came  to  Texas  about  1800,  and  the 

father  is  now  eimaoed  in  farmino  in  this 
no  n 

country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rabensburg  have 
eight  children,  viz.:  George,  of  this  county; 
Mary,  wife  our  subject;  Henry,  deceased; 
Emma,  wife  of  Julius  Bodoie,  of  Fort  AVorth; 
Bertha,  widow  of  James  Gossman;  Helen, 
deceased;  Julia;  and  Otto.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Elzner  are  the  parents  of  flve  children,- — 
August  J.,  Bruno  A.,  Prince  O.,  Bernhardt 
(deceased)  and  Julia  (deceased).  Our  sub- 
ject and  wife  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church,  but  worship  at  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South.  Socially,  Mr. 
Elzner  is  a member  of  the  A.  E.  & A.  M.,  Gam- 
ble Lodge,  No.  244;  of  theK.  of  P .,  Bastrop 
Lodge,  No.  101;  and  is  a charter  member  of 
the  L.  of  II.  He  takes  no  active  part  in 
political  matters,  although  he  served  as  City 
Treasurer  from  1878  to  1879,  and  has  held 
the  oflice  of  Alderman  since  1880. 


OHN  LLOYD,  an  insurance  and  real- 
estate  agent  of  Taylor,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1830,  a son  of  Isaac  Lloyd, 
who  was  a native  of  A^irginia,  but  who  re- 
moved to  Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day.  The 
latter,  a shoe  manufacturer  by  profession,  lo- 
cated in  Robertson  county,  Texas,  in  1852, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness and  other* vocations  until  the  opening  of 
the  late  war,  when  he  began  merchandising. 
In  1800  he  was  elected  County  Judge  of 
Bobertsou  county,  atid  previous  to  that  time 
had  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His 

death  occurred  iu  1808.  The  wife  of  Mr. 
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Llojt),  vec  Anil  J.  Wnlkcr,  wns  a nat-ive  oF 
Ireland.  Her  Family  siilirequently  Uicated  in 
Sonrh  (’arolina,  but  afterward  moved  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  Ann  J.  was  reared  and 
married.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  had  seven 
children:  John,  onr  subject;  Mary  A.,  II. 

IL,  of  Robertson  county;  Isaac  and  R.  J., 
also  of  that  county,  and  two  daughters  who 
died  about  1844.  The  mother  now  resides 
with  one  of  her  sons  on  the  old  liomestead, 
aged  seventy-eight  years. 

John  Lloyd  attended  the  Chester  Academy 
at  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  and  completed  his 
education  in  the  high  school  of  AVheelock, 
Texas.  He  was  then  employed  as  clerk  by 
C.  C.  Ilearne,  of  tliat  place,  and  la'er  by 
Lewis  & Spence,  also  of  Wheelock.  In  1801 
he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  late  war,  enter- 
ing Company  E,  Second  Texas  Regiment,  un- 
der Colonel  John  C.  Moore,  and  served  on  tlie 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river  until  the  fall 
of  Vicksburg,  July  4,  1863.  During  that 
time  he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Corinth, 
Shiloh,  etc.;  in  the  spring  of  1863  was  sent 
to  Vicksburg  and  placed  behind  the  breast- 
works, was  captured  July  4,  1863,  paroled 
eight  days  later,  and  exchanged  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  vear.  Previous  to  his  exchano-e, 
Mr.  Lloyd  had  made  his  way  home,  where  he 
remained  until  after  that  event  took  place, 
and  his  company  then  rendezvoused  at  Hous- 
ton, Texas.  They  then  went  South  on  the 
Brazos  river,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Smith,  but  during  their  service  in  this  State 
never  took  part  in  any  battles.  The  company 
disbanded  at  Galveston.  Mr.  Lloyd  entered 
the  army  as  a private,  but  at  the  battle  of 
Corinth,  Mississippi,  where  the  colonel  of  the 
regiment  was  killed  and  the  color-bearer 
shot  down,  he  brought  out  with  his  regiment 
the  flag,  which  was  pierced  by  bullets  several 
times  while  in  his  hands.  For  this  and  other 


mei'itorious  services  he  was  promoted  to 
Lieutenant  after  the  second  battle  oF  Corinth. 
After  cominf  to  the  west  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi  river,  and  njion  the  reorganization  of 
his  company,  Mr.  Lloyd  was  appointed  First 
Lieutenant,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was 
serving  as  Captain. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  he  returned 
to  his  father’s  home  in  'Wheelock,  where  he 
engao-ed  in  the  mercantile  business  about 
three  years.  At  that  time  his  entire  accu- 
mulations for  three  years  was  swept  away  by 
fire,  caused  by  lightning.  In  tbe  fall  of  1868 
Mr.  Lloyd  resumed  bis  former  occupation  at 
Bryan,  Brazos  county;  in  1869  located  in 
Calvert,  Robertson  county;  in  1870  went  to 
Bremond;  in  1871  began  farming  in  Falls 
county,  and  in  1873  resumed  mercantile  pur- 
suits in  Limestone.  In  1878  he  again  lost 
the  accumufations  of  several  years  by  fire. 
For  the  following  two  years  be  was  eniployed 
as  clerk  in  Kosse,  Limestone  county,  by  N. 
Markham.  In  1880  Mr.  Lloyd  was  elected 
Tax  Assessor  of  that  county,  serving  in  that 
position  two  years,  and  for  the  following  two 
and  a half  years  was  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business,  in  Taylor,  Texas.  January  I, 
1886,  he  sold  his  mercantile  interest,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  insurance  business.  From  1886 
to  1891  he  filled  the  office  of  City  Assessor 
and  Collector  of  Taylor,  and  also  served  as 
School  Trustee  three  years. 

Mr.  Lloyd  was  married  May  15,  1860,  to 
Miss  Esther  R.  Price,  a native  of  Giles 
county,  Tennessee,  and  a daughter  of  John  H. 
and  Adaline  R.  Price.  The  parents  came  in 
1856  from  Giles  county  to  Falls  county, 
where  they  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  have  four  children: 
Addie,  wife  of  R.  C.  Robertson,  of  Limestone 
county;  dohn  I.  and  Charles  K..  of  this  city; 
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and  Eva.  ( )nr  snliject  and  \vifeai-e  members  of 
the  Metliodist  l^j)i.scopal  C.'linrcdi  Soiitli.  Tlie 
former  also  affiliates  with  tlio  A.  E.  & A.  M., 
Solomon  Lodge,  No.  434,  with  K.  of  IL,  No. 
1,451,  with  the  L.  of  IJ.,  all  of  this  city;  with 
Colorado  Commandery,  No.  8,  of  Austin,  and 
with  the  R.  A.  M.,  of  Taylor. 


TlOIIN  C.  CRUNK.— Milam  county  has 
^1  many  men  whose  services  in  behalf  of 
the  public  entitle  them  to  the  grate- 
ful remembrance  of  her  people,  and  one  of 
these  is  the  subject  of  this  notice.  Mr. 
Crunk  lias  been  a resident  of  the  county  for 
twenty- five  years,  a considerable  portion  of 
which  time  has  been  spent  in  the  service  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  in  one  official  capacity  and 
another;  and,  whether  in  office  or  out,  he  has 
always  labored  with  a willing  hand  and  an 
earnest  heart  for  the  people  of  his  adopted 
county,  doing  a vast  amount  of  work  of  a 
public  kind  for  which  there  was  no  statutory 
salary,  and  much  also  for  which  the  stipulated 
pay  was  no  adequate  compensation.  While 
the  public  profits  from  the  labors  of  such 
men,  their  names  too  frequently  fade  from 
memory  and  are  no  more.  Rossibly  this 
brief  biographical  notice  will  perpetuate  a 
name  well  worthy  of  perpetuation  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Mr.  Crunk  is  a native  Texan,  having  been 
born  in  what  is  now  Burleson  county,  then 
part  of  Milam  Land  district,  February  9, 
1842.  His  parents  were  Nicholas  S.  and 
Emaline  (Rice)  Crunk,  the  father  being  a 

native  of  Tennessee  and  the  mother  a native  I 

[ 

of  Alabama.  The  father  came  to  Texas  in 
1833.  He  served  in  the  wai’  by  which  Texas  ; 
won  its  independence,  being  present  at  and 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto.  He  i 


.'iti 

married  and  settled  in  what  was  afterward 
llurlesun  comity,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  March  9,  1852. 
The  mother,  Emaline  Rice,  was  a daughter 
of  Laban  Rice,  who  moved  to  Texas  about 
1835  and  died  here  at  a later  date.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  she  married  E.  Ridge- 
way. She  died  in  1865.  Six  children  were 
born  to  her  and  her  first  husband,  five  of 
whom  became  gi'own,  these  in  the  order  of 
their  ages  being:  John  C.,  the  subject  of  this 
notice;  Levine,  now  the  wife  of  R.  G.  Rroadus, 
of  Caldwell,  Burleson  county;  Ophelia,  the 
wife  of  B.  G.  Evans,  of  Alvin,  Texas;  Rich- 
ard who  died  in  Milam  county  in  1868,  leav- 
ing a widow  and  one  child;  and  Virginia, 
who  was  married  to  James  Schaffer,  of  Milam 
county,  and  died  in  1875. 

John  C.  Crunk  was  reared  in  Burleson 
county,  where  he  received  a meager  educa- 
tion. In  1861  he  entered  the  Confederate 
army,  enlisting  fur  twelve  months  in  Com- 
pany E,  McCulloch’s  regiment  of  mounted 
rifles,  with  whom  he  served  on  the  Texas 
frontier  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment,  when  he  entered  Company  A, 
Seventeenth  Texas  Infantry,  with  which 
command  he  served  in  Arkansas  and  Louisi- 
ana until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  eno-agement  of  Milliken’s 
Bend  and  was  for  a time  disabled  from  ser- 
vice, but  remained  in  the  field,  and  received 
his  discharge  at  Hempstead,  this  State,  in 
May,  1865.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  went 
to  Bell  county  and  engaged  for  two  years  in 
the  stock  business,  after  which  he  settled  at 
Davilla,  Milam  county,  where  for  three  years 
he  filled  the  offices  of  Constable  and  Deputy 
Sheriff.  He  was  then  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  c.v  County  Commissioner, 

which  otfice  he  held  for  four  years,  when  the 
offices  were  separated,  and  he  continued  to 
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hold  the  justice’s  otlice  I’ei'  tliirteen  )ears 
longer.  For  inhdit  vcais  duriiiir  this  time 
Mr.  Crunk  was  also  i’ostmaster  at  Davilla. 
In  the  meantime  he  enmao-ed  in  tarminm  and 
merchandising,  still  owning  a farm  of  200 
acres,  125  acres  of  which  is  in  cultivation, 
atid  considerable  property  in  the  town  of 
Davilla,  most  of  which  repi'esents  his  own 
labor. 

On  June  8,  1865,  Mr.  Crunk  married  ]\[iss 
Sallie  A.  Johnston,  a daughter  of  Judge 
Thomas  Johnston,  of  Burleson  county.  Mrs. 
Crunk  is  a native  of  Mississippi,  born  in 
Woodville,  Wilkerson  county.  Mr. and  Mrs. 
Chunk  have  had  no  children  born  to  them, 
but  have  raised  an  adopted  son,  W.  B.  Elliott, 
whom  they  have  educated  and  provided  well 
for.  Both  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  Mr.  Crunk  belonjrs  to  the  Ma- 
sonic  fraternity,  being  a Democrat  in  politics 
and  a staunch  supporter  of  the  principles  of 
his  party. 


D,R.  W.  B.  SIMCOCK,  dentist,  of  Aus- 
I tin,  Texas,  was  born  in  Grayson  county, 

Virginia,  February  9,  1838.  He  was 

a son  of  Joel  and  Sallie  (Berry)  Simcock, 
natives  of  Virginia  and  Borth  Carolina  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  a farmer  and 
millwright,  and  his  birth  occurred  March 
11,  1810.  H is  wife  was  born  in  1815,  and 
departed  this  life  in  1890.  Buth  of  these 
parents  were  consistent  members  of  the  Bap 
tist  Church,  their  lives  and  influence  as  Chris- 
tians having  a salutary  influence  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  matenial  graml parents  were 
Berry  and  Body  (Hall)  Berry. 

Our  subject  is  the  second  in  a family  of 
fourteen  children,  llis  first  business  was  his 


peaceful  agricultural  life  on  the  farm  and 
attendance  on  the  mill,  lie  enlisted  in  1862 
in  Company  C,  Sixty-third  Virginia  Infantry, 
the  Colonel  being  Rev.  McMahon,  a Bresby- 
terian  minister,  llis  first  engagement  with 
the  enemy  was  at  Red  Sulphur,  his  command 
being  under  General  Lee,  in  the  Forth  Vir- 
ginia army.  They  wintered  in  Richmond 
during  1862  and  1863,  and  then  went  to 
AVashington  Salt  Works,  where  they  just 
arrived  in  time  to  save  the  works  from  the 
flames.  Here  the  Doctor  took  sick,  went  to 
the  hospital,  where  he  remained  four  months 
with  camp  fever,  which  he  had  contracted  by 
exposure.  Upon  recovery  he  i-etnrned  to  his 
command  at  the  salt  works.  His  sickness 
had  caused  the  loss  of  his  voice,  which  ren- 
dered him  unfit  for  service  in  the  powder  and 
bullet  department  of  the  army,  and  he  was 
given  a position  as  buyer  of  supplies  for  the 
army.  This  position  he  filled  for  one  year, 
when  he  was  transferred  and  held  the  same 
position  in  General  Johnston’s  army.  Later 
he  was  sent  to  the  medical  department  of  the 
same  army  and  had  an  extensive  experience 
in  surgery,  having  amputated  many  limbs, 
and  also  attended  to  the  dentistry  of  the  sol- 
diers. He  commenced  the  study  of  dentistry 
with  Dr.  H.  M.  Compton,  in  the  army,  and 
he  continued  in  this  department  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  This  gave  him  an  unusually 
good  practice,  and  an  experience  which  has 
been  of  the  greatest  value,  and  perhaps  ac- 
counts in  a measure  for  the  wonderful  skill 
in  his  chosen  profession.  In  many  fierce 
engagements  he  took  his  part  in  the  ranks 
and  showed  his  devotion  and  bravery  as  a 
soldier. 

Aftei'  the  war  closed,  our  subject  returned 
to  the  farm  in  Virginia,  engaging  there  for 
a time  in  farming,  later  in  iron-making;  but 
in  1876,  seeing  an  opening  farther  west,  he 
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sold  out  his  interests  and  went  prospecting 
throuii'h  Illinois  and  Indiana,  and  on  as  far 
as  Ilaniilton,  (Jaldwell  comity,  Missouri,  and 
there  practiceil  his  profession  fur  some  time; 
hut  in  1880  he  left  Hamilton  and  for  ten 
years  resided  at  San  Marcos,  Texas,  and  then 
came  to  Austin,  where  he  has  since  given  his 
time  and  best  energies  to  dentistry,  succeed- 
ing well.  He  is  a skilled  workman  and  gives 
universal  satisfaction. 

Ur.  Simcock  was  first  married  September 
6,  I860,  to  Miss  Candace  Moore,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Martha  Moore,  of  Grayson 
county,  Virginia.  Her  death  occurred  in 
December,  1801,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  She  was  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  October  24,  1805, 
Dr.  Simcock  married  Miss  E.  M.  Brewer, 
daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Mary  Brewer,  of 
Grayson  county,  Virginia,  and  six  children 
have  been  born  of  this  marriage,  as  follows: 
Mary  M.,  the  wife  of  Professor  M.  C.  Mc- 
Gee, residing  in  San  Marcos,  Texas,  and  De- 
Witt  Clinton  is  their  only  child;  Sallie  E., 
who  has  recently  graduated  in  the  School  of 
Music  at  Austin,  and  is  prepared  for  musical 
teaching;  Frederick  M.  is  studying  dentistry 
with  his  father;  Hattie  C.,' Bertha  M.  and 
Tinsley  are  at  home. 

Dr.  Simcock  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  order  in 
blue  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery.  Our 
subject  is  of  good  old  stock,  his  paternal 
grandfather  Aaron  Simcock,  a native  of  New 
Jersey,  being  of  a family  well  known  in  that 
State;  he  came  to  Virginia  with  his  father,  lo- 
cating in  Grayson  county.  The  father,  John, 
had  come  from  England  to  New  Jersey  before 
the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  took  part 
as  a private.  The  name  of  the  grandmother 
of  our  subject  was  Beulah  (^Bryant)  Simcock, 
and  her  parents  had  also  come  early  to  the 


State,  and  her  father  sent  a substitute  during 
the  first  year  of  the  Rev(jlution,  but  later 
went  himself  and  gave  up  his  life  for  his 
adopted  country,  during  the  last  year  of  the 
war. 

D^R.  WILLIAM  P.  FLEMING,  one  of 
I the  leading  {jhysicians  of  Georgetown, 
' was  born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, September  7,  1838.  The  Flemings 
of  this  country  are  descended  from  William 
Klemincr,  a Scotchman,  who  was  the  great 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  Before 
William  Penn  arrived  in  this  country  there 
were  a few  settlements  on  the  eastern  shore 
of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  where  tobacco  was 
raised.  AVilliam  Fleming  had  an  uncle  who 
sailed  a ship  from  Greenock,  Scotland,  to  the 
American  shore  for  that  product  and  wheat. 
On  one  of  his  arrivals  at  Greenock,  William 
Fleming  went  down  to  the  port  to  see  him, 
and  was  persuaded  by  his  uncle  to  make  a 
voyage  to  America  with  him,  to  help  work 
the  ship,  to  see  the  new  country,  etc.  They 
arrived  in  Chesapeake  in  harvest  time,  and 
his  uncle  persuaded  him  to  go  ashore  and 
help  the  farmers,  as  he  told  him  it  would 
perhaps  be  a month  before  he  sailed  on  his 
return  trip.  William  began  work  with  a 
farmer,  and  while  thus  engaged  the  ship 
sailed  without  him,  and  he  found  his  uncle 
had  bound  him  as  a servant  for  four  years. 
He  served  the  farmer  faithfully,  and  then 
started  for  the  settlements  at  the  mouth  of 
Christiana  creek  and  up  the  Delaware,  now 
known  as  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania. 
William  lived  with  an  Englishman,  named 
Moore,  at  Naaman’s  creek,  and  afterward 
married  one  of  his  daughters.  He  witnessed 
the  lauding  of  William  Penn  at  Chester,  in 
1G82,  and  aftei’  many  years,  when  the  settle- 


■ -.w 


f 


i 


I 


I • 


I 


4 I 


I 


I i 


I 


ill,'  \ 


\ •ft  ^ 


4 » i>  • I || 


. it*  Ui  * I (• . t . ' .11 J inn  t'i(M 

' r ■ I , . ..  Ill 

. 4 .in'  .fV  lls-y  . I l»  > ! I>fl  ■* 

. J H • I 'I  tl;  (rtk’.'Vii  |i|  , II  .1  . rr|'»(t|  - W 

• • ' I ( (rrd 

• < I • " I / , ■ ' . i , • • •• ' I 

'll*  ”11  I.  • ■ I / I mtfi’t 

'li-f  'iinil 

M ' . - •jHl^ 

II 


I. 


'■  ' *'  ■ /J 

1 ) 1 * . ■ 1 • I ■ 1.1  ml  1 

'■  ' • ' ' I ■ ' I ^ .ill*  Mt/l 

' M - 1 : ' r I '■  ■' 

' I >i¥r*  '*•  • t 'iei'f  iM*U 

' i(J  l*»l>0 

” • ' mh>3  ,i(i 

• ii  •*'  I . .-lifj^imb 

,nM'»  m-v  . I • n”.*  iff)..  I ntO 

||/,I  lO.  Ill  I|mi| 

Il-I  ')  in  .1(1  »mM 

■ n 'i'  II  ».  m i^ilil.UHi 
"■)'«!  Ml  I i I . I .Jnirj  »JiW 


•■I ;.i  / • Ml  '"HU  mmI  oilw 
t ■ . 1 1 1«-  / lA 

1/  l.>i  1 . ;^ii  uIrtjKiJ 

M»|l  , (»li«rtl  Mill  l/lW’ 

•I  Mil  <ii  <1  (•  Y**irfrn  r 


■ ••''J. Mil*  0 *i  ^ kJJOIiA  »<  1 


'll*  I 1,11  I -'MM  A • (iiwi 

•<  fi  IJ!  1 I ml 

’ 'I'JjilL** 


■ iit'i  '7 'iV  («. 


I , 


.■lit,/  tn 


it  *'• 


' iin 


•I  in' 


SM  ,.l 


I • 7 I* 

1 1 1 1 1 U A null  ’4  <1  • 11  1 •»  1(4  0i(  • '(iiiB 

' i.Un  I lit  4 . I III  III*  1.  I in  I > 111  ytil  )|K(;4 

• '■‘iv’  f *i'  1,11  ilVj".  I i) 

'I  kiillll/'  (II  IjlH'  I * (111  ijl  ^(»  litM  * 11  Mil* 
'/  <in1>j(  MiM  •IMi.ll  Iliri  ||  |1||(|  (I  ^ 

•i'^  itltNVlii;  lUI;  U!  « tn<  |(_<1  li  I ■»*»*(  Iv 

(*iiMiijniot>  (m1*  LwiI  v.mI  tiin 


■Vt. 


1 'C -I-  * ■hL.'Z^ 


• I • ii  4>i , (1 


5J4 


HISTORY  CF  TEXAS. 


inents  were  pushed  up  the  valley  from  tlie 
Schuylkill  and  up  the  IJraudywine  from  Wil- 
mington, he  and  his  young  descendants  pur- 
chased the  land  for  several  miles  alon<r  the 
valley,  now  known  as  Coatesville,  Pennsyl- 
vania. William  Penn,  the  Governor,  in 
order  to  encourage  young  men  to  emigrate  to 
America,  proclaimed  that  to  every  person 
who  had  passed  four  years  in  America  he 
would  grant  fifty  acres  of  land,  and  William 
Fleming  seemed  his  fifty  acres.  The  deed 
was  entitled  “I'leming’s  Reward.”  At  his 
death  William  Fleming  left  four  sons  and  one 
daughter, — James,  Henry,  AV^illiam,  Peter, 
and  the  daughter,  who  cannot  now  be  named. 
James  Fleming  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
our  subject,  and  his  son,  John,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  one  of  the  mem- 
bers who  represented  Chester  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1776.  lie  resided  on  a farm  just  west  of 
Coatesville,  which  is  situated  on  the  Brandy- 
wine, a few  miles  above  the  battle  ground. 
On  this  farm  he  built  a large,  elegant,  stone 
house,  placing  his  initials  in  a large  stone  on 
the  corner,  as  was  frequently  done  in  those 
days.  This  is  the  old  mansion,  still  standing 
in  a good  state  of  preservation,  where. our 
subject,  his  father  and  every  member  of  the 
family  to  which  the  latter  belonged  were 
born.  John  Fleming  was  engaged  in  wagon 
making  when  the  Revolutionary  struggle 
commenced.  The  Fleming  families  of  this 
country,  especially  those  who  have  but  the 
one  letter  “ m ” in  their  name,  are  presumed 
to  be  descendants  of  this  William  Fleming. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
George  and  Margarita  (Parke)  Fleming,  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  was  a farmer  and  manufacturer  by 
occupation,  and  was  also  a prominent  politic- 
ian in  his  day.  He  held  many  offices  of  I 


I'l'ofit  and  trust,  and  was  e.vtensively  known 
over  the  State  as  a responsible  ami  in  every 
way  a worthy  man,  having  been  in  office  con- 
tinually for  many  years.  Mr.  Fleming  was 
a Ridiiio  Elder  in  the  Presbvterian  Church, 
and  he  died  in  1871,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
si.\  years.  He  was  of  Scotch  e.xtraction,  was 
in  every  way  a most  worthy  man,  and  his 
death  removed  an  honored  and  well-known 
landmark.  His  wife  died  in  1860,  aged  fifty - 
si.\  years,  having  been  a life-long  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Colonel  James  and  Mary  Parke. 
The  father  was  a Colonel  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  1864,  at  which 
time  he  had  attained  the  age  of  ninety-six 
years,  his  wife  having  also  died  at  that  age, 
in  1868.  They  were  worthy  and  highly  re- 
spected people,  and  pioneer  settlers  of  this 
country. 

Dr.  AVilliam  P.  Fleming,  the  eldest  of  four 
sons  and  two  daughters,  of  whom  three  sons 
and  one  daughter  are  now  living,  received  a 
literary  course  at  the  State  Normal  and  the 
Newton  University  of  Maryland,  graduating 
at  the  latter  institution  in  1859.  In  the 
same  year  he  began  reading  medicine  under 
his  brother.  Dr.  John  P.  Fleming,  of  Balti- 
more, attended  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  University  of  Maryland,  and  spent  one 
year  and  graduated  at  the  University  of  low'a 
in  1871.  In  1861  he  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and 
August  15,  of  that  year,  entered  the  army,  as 
Hospital  Steward  of  the  United  States  army 
at  Baltimore,  serving  six  years  in  that  capac- 
ity. In  1867,  during  the  epidemic  of  yellow 
fever  at  Galveston,  Mr.  Fleming  came  to 
Texas  and  served  as  physician  in  the  hospitals 
of  that  city,  and  for  a time  was  also  at  Bren- 
ham,  Texas.  In  1871  he  located  in  George- 
town, where  he  is  now  the  second  oldest 
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])lij?ieian  in  roaidcncc  in  the  county,  I)i’. 
Walkei’ hi'iiuMlie  oldest.  lie  has  been  United 
States  Medical  Examiner  for  the  State,  a 
ineniher  of  the  Hoard  of  Examiners  for  tlie 
Sixteenth  .Judicial  District  of  Texas,  is  Ex- 
aminer for  the  following  insurance  compan- 
ies: The  New  York  Mutual,  for  the  Provi- 
dence of  New  York,  the  Hankers’ of  St.  Paul, 
the  Washington  of  New  York,tlie  iMaidiattan 
of  New  York,  and  the  Mutual  Henelit  of 
Massachusetts.  Dr.  Fleming  also  writes  oc-  | 
casionally  for  the  medical  journals  of  Texas 
and  the  Medical  llegister  of  Philadeljdiia. 
He  is  Secretary  of  the  Hoard  of  Health  of 
this  city. 

In  1873  the  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  M.  Henderson,  a daughter  of 
William  H.  Henderson,  of  Georgetown. 
They  had  one  child,  which  died  in  1885,  aged 
three  years.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  the  former  is  an  Elder.  Socially,  he  is 
a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  has  passed  through 
all  the  chairs  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  is  a member  and  attends  the  sessions  of 
the  State  Medical  Association,  also  the  Austin 
District  Medical  Association.  Dr.  Fleming 
is  well  read  in  his  profession,  widely  known 
and  highly  appreciated  as  a citizen,  and  is 
numbered  among  the  most  worthy  enterpris- 
ing and  intelligent  men  of  Williamson  county. 

R.  BRIZENDIHE,  of  AYilliamson 
county,  is  a son  of  W.  L.  and  Cath- 
erine M.  (Smith)  Hrizendine.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Virginia,  but  his 
peo])le  located  in  Todd  county,  Kentucky, 
when  he  was  quite  young.  He  was  left  an 
orphan  at  an  early  age,  and  was  raised  as  a 
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bound  boy.  When  a young  man  he  went  to 
Woodford  county,  Kentucky,  was  there  mar- 
ried in  1842;  several  years  later  went  to 
.lessamine  county,  same  State,  but  sub.se- 
(juently  retunied  to  Todd  county,  lii  1855 
IHr.  Hrizendine  came  to  Texas,  spending  the 
first  five  year.s  at  Fort  Worth,  after  which 
he  located  in  Austin,  and  in  January,  1805, 
settled  where  our  subject  now  lives.  He 
died  there  in  August,  1889.  He  was  a cal>- 
I inet-maker  by  trade,  but  after  coming  to  this 
State  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He 
built  the  first  house  in  Denton,  Denton 
county,  and  while  in  Austin  also  engaged  as 
a cabinet-maker  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hrizendine  & Turney.  After  locating  in 
Williamson  he  was  engaged  in  milling,  gin- 
ning and  merchandising.  Mr.  Hrizendine 
took  but  little  interest  in  politics,  voting 
with  the  Democratic  party,  was  a Council 
Mason,  and  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  The  mother  of  our  suVq’ect  was 
born  and  raised  in  Versailles,  Kentucky,  a 
dauirhter  of  II.  Anna  Smith,  who  lived  to  a 
great  age.  The  former  still  lives  in  William- 
son county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  L.  Hrizendine 
had  two  children — J.  R.  and  Lawson.  The 
latter  was  accidentally  killed  by  a horse  fall- 
ing on  him  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 

J.  R.  Hrizendine,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Versailles,  Woodford 
county,  Kentucky,  December  29,  1843.  In 
Hovember,  1862,  he  enlisted  for  service  in 
in  the  late  war,  entering  Company  C,  Fourth 
Texas  Cavalry,  Green’s  brigade,  and  served 
in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  He 
was  on  detached  duty,  in  hospital,  commis- 
sary and  (piartermaster  work.  In  December, 
1864,  he  was  detailed  to  work  in  the  Gov- 
ernment foundry  at  Austin,  where  he  re- 
i mained  until  the  close  of  the  struggle.  Mr. 
' Hrizendine  is  now  engaged  in  the  stock 
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business,  iiiilliu^  and  mcrcliandising,  and 
has  also  served  as  Postmaster  of  Gabi'iel 
Mills  sinee  the  estahlishment  of  that  ofiiee. 
In  his  political  relations  he  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic-  party. 

Mr.  Drizendine  was  married  in  William- 
son county,  J^ovemher  2,  1865,  to  Te.xanna 
McKenzie,  a native  of  Louisiana,  who  came 
to  this  county  from  Red  River  county, 
Te.xas,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years.  She  is  a 
relative  of  Rev.  McKenzie,  wlio  was  at  the 
head  of  an  educational  institution  in  Red 
River  county.  Our  subject  and  wife  have 
liad  twelve  children,  ten  now  living — -Will- 
iam Ella  and  John  Etta,  twins,  the  former 
the  wife  of  A.  J.  Root,  of  Temple,  Texas, 
and  the  latter  the  wife  of  J.  P.  Raker,  of 
Gabriel  Mills;  A.  C.,  also  of  that  city;  and 
Lawson  M.,  Woodford  L.,  Ilarod,  Maud, 
Edward,  Robbie  and  Edith,  at  home. 

TM.  HOUGHTON,  a prominent  farmer 
of  Williamson  county,  is  a son  of  W. 
M.  S.  and  Mary  E.  (Doney)  Houghton, 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  paternal 
family  came  to  this  country  before  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  in  which  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a soldier.  He  is 
said  to  have  been  wounded  in  the  side  by  a 
band  ot  Tories,  but  succeeded  in  escaping, 
having  hid  in  a thicket  and  staunched  the 
wound  with  a silk  handkerchief.  He  lived 
many  years  afterward.  The  grandfather, 
Lucius  L.,  was  a merchant  of  Sumter  county, 
Georgia,  for  many  years  and  died  in  Liver- 
pool, England,  while  there  to  buy  goods.  W. 
M.  S.  Houghton,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Sumter  county,  Georgia,  Febni- 
ary  28,  1800;  was  reared  to  manhood  there; 
was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 


different  towns  in  Georgia  for  twenty-five 
years;  in  1846  located  on  a farm  in  Titus 
county,  Texas,  and  in  1863  came  to  Flor- 
ence, Will  ianison  county,  wbere  he  died  in 
1868.  He  was  a member  of  the  Legislature 
in  both  Georgia  and  Texas,  and,  although 
not  a public  speaker,  was  a good  writer  of 
articles  on  State  questions.  Hr.  Houghton 
was  not  a membei"  of  any  church.  He  was 
first  mairied  to  a Miss  Mayo,  and  they  had 
two  children,  both  now  deceased.  In  1840, 
in  Dooly  county,  Georgia,  he  married  Mary 
F.  Doney.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  viz.:  Theodore  M.,  the  subject  of 

this  sketch;  Ann  L.,  wife  of  James  F.  Rob- 
inson, of  Williamson  county;  Laura  A.,  wife 
of  Jones  Webb,  of  Runnels  county,  Texas; 
Pamelia  H.,  now  Mrs.  J.  J.  Robinson,  and  a 
resident  of  Georgetown;  Dora  D.,  wife  of 
William  Smith,  of  Jones  county,  this  State; 
John  H.,  of  Austin;  and  Fannie  O.,  wife  of 
AVilliarn  Pfaeffle,  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  in  1860,  and  the 
father  afterward  married  Mary  Staudifer. 
They  had  two  children. 

T.  M.  Houghton,  our  subject,  was  born  in 
Sumter  county,  Georgia,  March  11,  1844. 
In  1862  he  left  school  in  Titus  county  to 
enlist  in  the  late  war,  entering  Company  D., 
Eleventh  Te.xas  Infantry,  served  three  years 
in  the  Trans- Mississippi  Department,  and 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Mansfield,  Pleas- 
ant Hill,  and  Jenkins’  Ferry.  After  the 
close  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  his  father’s 
home  in  Williamson  county,  Texas,  and 
shortly  afterward  located  in  the  same  neigh- 
j borhood  un  his  present  farm,  consisting  of 
204  acres,  with  fifty  acres  under  cultivation. 
He  is  independent  in  his  political  views,  but 
votes  principally  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Mr.  Houghton  was  married  in  this  county, 
June  23,  1867,  to  Anna  E.  Rutledge,  a 
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native  of  Wasliington  county,  Texas,  who 
came  to  Williamson  county  when  ei<rht 
years  of  age.  She  is  a daughter  of  (haj)tain 
W.  P.  Rutledge,  an  old  Texas  ])ioueer,  who 
commanded  a company  in  the  Mexican  war. 
He  resided  in  Williamson  county  from  1858 
to  his  death,  which  occurred  April  26,  1890. 
Mr.  Rutledge  was  a well-read  and  iiitelli- 
gent  gentleman,  and  was  resyiected  by  all 
who  knew  him;  and  was  a prominent  fruit- 
grower. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houghton  have  had 
eight  children,  namely:  William  M.,  a 

teacher  in  WRlliamson  county;  Annie  I)., 
Avife  of  J.  W.  Johnson,  Hembrie,  Crockett 
county,  Texas;  Louis  E.,  at  home;  Theodore 
F.,  a teacher  in  this  county;  and  Irene, 
Edna,  Jesse  T.  and  Freddie,  at  home.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Houghton  are  both  members  ot 
the  Christian  Church. 

WHLLIAM  F.  ROBERTSON,  attorney- 
at-law,  of  Taylor,  Texas,  was  born 
^ --  in  Roane  county,  Tennessee,  July  13, 
1859,  a son  of  Dr.  J.  R.  and  Mary  A.  (Hunt) 
Robertson.  AVilliam  F.  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  na- 
tive county,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
entered  Sweet  Water  College,  at  Sweet  Water, 
Tennessee,  under  the  supervision  of  Professor 
J . L.  Bachman,  and  graduated  at  that  insti- 
tution in  1881.  He  was  engaged  as  a teacher 
in  the  primary  department  of  that  college 
two  years,  and  in  1883  came  to  Texas.  For 
the  following  two  years  Mr.  Robertson  taught 
school  in  Leander,  this  county,  and  in  1885 
entered  the  Law  Department  of  the  Univers- 
ity of  Texas,  where  he  graduated  in  1886. 
Augii.'t  1,  of  that  year,  he  located  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Taylor.  Mr. 
Robertson  is  one  of  the  few  who  fully  recog- 


nize the  truth  so  often  urged,  that  the  read- 
! iug  and  thoughts  of  a lawyer  should  be  the 
j most  extet)ded,  as  systematic  reading  gives  a 
more  comprehensive  grasp  to  the  mind,  vari- 
ety and  richness  to  thought,  and  a clearer 
preceptiou  to  the  motives  of  men.  His  li- 
brary is  well  stocked  with  works  on  different 
subjects,  and  also  contains  a line  collection  of 
books  of  his  profession. 

Mr.  Robertsoti  was  married  J une  26,  1889, 
to  Miss  Annie  Dowlino-  a native  of  Texas, 
and  a daughter  of  Captain  R.  AV.  and  Annie 
(Odium)  Dowling. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Robertson  was  a distin- 
guished soldier  in  the  Confederate  army,  and 
while  in  command  of  the  “ Davis  Guards,”  a 
company  composed  of  forty-two  Irishmen 
stationed  at  Sabine  Pass,  a Confederate  post 
on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  company  was  at- 
tacked on  September  8,  1863,  by  a United 
States  fleet  consisting  of  from  10,000  to  15,- 
000  men,  who  were  preparing  to  make  a 
landing  at  Sabine  Pass  and  from  there  make 
a raid  throughout  Texas.  Dowlimr  and  his 
men  opened  fire  with  two  cannon  and  some 
small  arms,  killing  a large  nnmber  of  men, 
sinking  one  of  the  enemies’  boats,  disabling 
two  others,  driving  away  those  remaining 
and  taking  a large  number  of  prisoners.  This 
defeat  of  the  United  States  forces  forever 
saved  Texas  from  invasion  by  that  army. 

Mr.  Jefferson  Davis  in  his  book  on  the 
the  rise  arnl  fall  of  the  Confederacy  says, 
there  is  no  parallel  in  ancient  or  modern  war- 
fare to  the  victory  of  Dowling  and  his  men 
at  Sabine  Pass,  considering  the  great  odds 
against  which  they  had  to  contend.  Sabine 
Pass  will  stand  perhaps  for  all  time  to  come 
the  greatest  military  victory  on  the  Ameri- 
can Soil,  if  not  in  the  world,  and  will  stamp 
with  nudyiiig  fame  the  name  of  all  who  were 
members  of  the  Davis  Guards.  The  men 
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wlio  composeil  the  com  fumy  were  all  burn  in 
Ireland,  that  land  that  has  p;iven  to  liberty’s 
cause  so  many  brave  and  noble  men,  whethei’ 
at  home  or  on  foreign  soil.  Of  the  forty- 
three  only  three  are  now  living,  two  in  Texas 
and  one  in  Illinois.  Captain  Dowling  died 
when  Mrs.  Robertson  was  but  a child.  Cap- 
tain and  Mrs.  Dowling  had  two  children,  R. 
S.,  of  New  Orleans,  and  Annie,  wife  of  our 
subject.  Mrs.  Dowling  after  the  death  of 
Captain  D.,  married  AV.  R.  Daniel,  a native 
of  Mississippi.  Ry  her  last  marriage  she 
had  four  children:  Walter,  Edward,  Rosa 
and  Robert.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  reside  in 
Austin,  Texas. 

On  March  6,  1889,  the  anniversary  of  the 
independence  of  the  republic  of  Texas  the 
citizens  of  Houston,  the  home  of  Captain 
Dowling  from  boyhood  to  the  day  of  his 
death,  through  Judge  W.  P.  Hamblin  their 
representative  in  the  Twentieth  State  Legis- 
lature of  Texas,  then  in  session  in  the  capitol 
at  Austin,  in  one  of  the  most  eloquent 
speeches  ever  made  in  the  capital,  presented 
to  Mrs.  Roberton  a handsome  gold  medal 
with  diamond  setting,  as  a token  of  their  as- 
teem  for  her  father  and  as  an  expression  of 
their  high  appreciation  of  the  distinguished 
services  he  rendered  the  Lost  Cause,’’  and 
especially  the  people  of  Texas  in  saving  their 
fair  State  from  invasion  by  the  Federal  army 
September  8,  1863.  The  medal  bason  one 
side  the  inscription,  “ Presented  to  Annie 
Dowling  the  daughter  of  Our  Hero,”  and  on 
the  other  side  “ F'roni  citizens  of  Houston.” 
The  presentation  took  place  in  the  hall  of  the 
house  of  Representatives  at  an  hour  set  by 
the  house  for  the  purpose  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  the 

I j I 

heads  of  the  ditfcrent  de[)artments.  and  a 
large  concourse  of  citizens  and  Iriends.  ex- 
Governor  Frank  R.  Lubbock  an  <.)ld-time 


j friend  of  Captain  Dowling,  accepted  the 
I medal  for  Mrs.  Robertson  in  a*  neat,  appi’o- 
priate  speech. 

Mrs.  Robertson  is  a lady  of  culture  and 
relinement,  a lover  of  hooks,  music  and  home. 

Mr.  Robertson  is  a member  of  the  Mystic 
Circle,  takes  an  active  interest  in  political 
matters,  and  is  a man  of  liberal  views. 


|[  Tp  E.  rain F,  a physician  of  Lee  county, 
is  a son  of  Moses  and  Cecelia  T.  (En- 
II  ^ goldsby)  Raine.  The  father  was  born 
^ in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  in  1800, 
but  when  a young  man  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, landing  at  Raltiinore,  Maryland,  where 
he  remained  several  years.  While  there  he 
was  married,  and  in  1830  or  1831  they 
came  to  Texas,  locating  at  San  Felipe,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Rrazos  river.  With  his  family 
he  afterward  moved  to  Washington  county, 
where  the  father  died  in  1864,  and  the  mother 
in  1861.  After  locating  in  this  State  the 


father  followed  farming  and  stock-raising, 
took  part  in  the  early  conflicts  that  threw  off 
the  Mexican  yoke,  and  occupied  a high  place 
in  the  esteem  of  the  citizens.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Raine  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz.: 
Sarah  and  George,  deceased;  Alice,  wife  of 
H.  Levinson,  of  Weatherford,  Texas;  Mary, 
wife  of  M.  P.  Kerr,  of  Laredo,  this  State; 
Eliza,  now  Mrs.  O.  H.  Crazier,  of  Rrenham; 
M’^illiam,  who  served  as  a private  in  Nelson’s 
regiment  during  the  late  war,  and  was  killed 
at  the  Itattleof  New  Hope  Church;  Parthenia, 
wile  of  C.  II.  Carlisle,  of  Rrenham,  d’exas; 
Cecelia,  wile  of  T.  A.  Low,  also  of  that  city; 


Moses,  dccva'cd;  and  11.  F.,  our  subject. 

Harry  F.  Raine  was  horn  in  Washington 
county,  Texaf,  J une  6,  1854,  and  attended 
the  common  ?-ehools  and  the  Ikiylor  Univer- 
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eity  of  Washington  county.  In  1872  lie  be- 
gan the  .study  of  medicine  in  tlie  office  of  Dr. 
J.  T.  Xori'is,  at  Ifrenham,  and  from  tliatyear 
until  1875  attended  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  University  of  Kentucky,  at  Louisville, 
graduating  at  that  institution  in  the  spring  of 
1875.  Dr.  Baine  then  began  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Welcome,  Austin  county, 
but  three  years  later  came  to  Le.xington,  Lee 
county.  In  addition  to  his  medical  practice, 
he  owns  a well- stocked  drug  store,  and  is  also 
Postmaster  of  the  city. 

At  Welcome,  Austin  county,  October  6, 
1877,  Di'.  Paine  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Ellen  Parnhill.  They  have  two  children,  El- 
len and  Harry.  Politically  our  subject  is  not 
a partisan,  and,  although  he  opposes  the  doc- 
trine of  free  trade,  never  allows  the  ties  of 
party  to  break  the  ties  of  friendship.  In  his 
social  relations,  he  is  a member  of  the  Legion 
of  Honor. 


1835- 


MM.  RAGSDALE,  a representative 
farmer  of  Milam  county,  is  a native 
' of  Texas,  having  been  born  in  what 
is  now  Fayette  county,  November  25, 
His  parents,  James  C.  and  Rebecca 
(M  oss)  Ragsdale,  were  early  settler  of  Texas, 
moving  here  in  1833.  The  father  served  in 
the  war  by  which  Texas  won  its  independence, 
being  a member  of  that  glorious  band  of  pa- 
triots that  won  imperishable  honors  for  them- 
selves on  tlie  field  of  San  Jacinto.  In  1850 
the  senior  Ragsdale  moved  to  Milam  county, 
where  he  died  in  March  of  the  following  year. 
He  was  an  industrious  farmer  and  a patriotic 
citizen.  His  wife,  wlio  was  a daugliter  of 
Mathew  iMoss,  another  of  Milam  county’s 
worthy  pioneers,  sui'vived  herhuslaind  a num- 
ber of  years,  dying  here  in  1878.  Slie  and 


5-1 !» 


her  husband  were  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Pi’eshy terian  Church,  and  under  the  in- 
fluences of  that  church  as  well  as  in  all  cor- 
rect ways  of  living  they  raised  their  family  ot 
ten  children,  most  of  whom  are  yet  living  and 
filling  useful  places  in  society.  These  are; 
Smith,  who  has  been  a teacher  for  over  forty 
years,  residing  now  at  Llano,  this  State; 
Sarah,  the  widow  of  L.  E.  S.  AVilliams,  of 
Milam  county;  Mathew  Moss,  the  subject  of 
this  notice;  Andrew  R.,  who  was  killed  in 
the  Confederate  army  in  1862;  Harriet  C., 
now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Westmoreland,  of 
Hardeman  county,  this  State;  Milton,  a 
teacher  of  Dallas;  Caroline,  who  was  married 
to  C.  J.  Harris,  both  of  whom  are  deceased; 
James  Madison,  who  resides  in  Waxahachie, 
Ellis  county,  Texas ; Elizabeth  R.,  now  Mrs. 
Mangum,  resides  at  Tacoma  in  the  new  State 
of  IVashington-  and  Alice,  the  wife  of  George 
L.  Adkison,  of  Waxahachie,  Texas. 

M.  M.  Ragsdale  was  brought  up  as  most 
boys  were  a half  century  ago  in  Texas,  on  the 
range  and  farm.  His  father  knew  the  ad- 
vantages of  an  education  and  used  his  utmost 
endeavor  to  give  his  children  good  training  in 
this  respect;  but  Texas  during  the  first  fif- 
teen or  twenty  years  after  it  threw  oft’  Mexi- 
can authority  had  graver  problems  pressing 
on  it  for  solution  than  the  school  question. 
Such  school  advantacres,  however,  as  existed 
in  the  community  where  the  Ragsdale  family 
lived  were  enjoyed  by  each  member  of  that 
family  and  the  subject  of  this  notice  got  at 
least  the  rudiments  of  a good  English  educa- 
tion. Accompanying  his  j)arents  to  Milam 
county,  in  1850,  he  married  here  nine  years 
later  and  branched  out  immediately  after- 
ward in  the  stock  business  for  himself.  In 
1862  he  entered  the  Confederate  army  enlist- 
ing in  an  independent  com[)any  commanded 
by  Captain  Armstrong,  Ford's  regiment,  and 
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served  witli  tlie  command  on  the  eoutlivvest 
frontier  of  Texas  dm’iii<r  tlie  remainder  of  the 
war.  Keturnin^  liome  he  took  up  agricid- 
tural  pursuits  which  lie  has  followed  steadily 
and  successfiillv  since.  He  owns  a farm  of 
somewhat  over  200  acres,  most  of  which  is 
in  cultivation,  and  furnished  with  suitable 
improvements  necessary  for  carrying  on 
pleasantly  and  profitably  the  business  of 
farming  and  stock-raising. 

In  1859  Mr.  llagsdale  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Harris,  a daughter  of  Reulien  and  Hacey 
(Mynatt)  Harris,  who  moved  from  Tennessee  to 
Texas  in  1844,  but  after  a year’s  residence  re- 
turned to  Tennessee,  where  they  died  in  J^an- 
uary,  1858.  Mrs.  Ragsdale  is  a native  of 
Tennessee,  born  July  2,  1841.  She  in  one  of 
eight  children  and  came  to  Texas  in  company 
with  an  older  brother  in  1858.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ragsdale  have  never  had  any  children,  but  an 
adopted  daughter,  Maud  A.  Harris,  a niece 
of  Mr.  Racrgdale,  has  been  a member  of  their 
household  since  infancy  and  in  all  things  is 
as  near  to  them  as  a daughter  could  be.  Mr. 
Ragsdale  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Raptist  Church. 

D,  D.  THOMSON,  a farmer  of  William- 
I son  county,  is  a son  of  W.  D.  and 

Permelia  Ann  Thomson.  The  family 

are  of  Scotch  descent,  and  located  in  Georgia 
in  a very  early  day.  The  grandfather  of  our 
sketch,  Alexander  Thomson,  moved  in  the 
early  part  of  the  ])resent  century,  to  Giles 
county,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
early  piimeers.  He  subsecpiently  came  to 
Texas,  with  what  was  then  known  as  Robert- 
son’s Colony,  located  a headright  in  what  is 
now  Purleson  countv,  and  remained  there  uri- 


til  his  death,  lie  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Methodism  in  Texas.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born  and  raised  in  Tennessee,  was 
married  in  Maury  county,  that  State,  in 
1831,  to  Permelia  A.  Evans,  and  came  to 
Texas,  and  enlisted  in  the  cause  of  the  new  Re- 
public of  Texas,  joining  Samuel  Houston’s 
army,  and  serving  as  Quartermaster.  Mr. 
Thomson  broucdit  his  family  to  this  State  in 
1838,  locating  at  old  Nashville,  Milam 
county,  and  remained  there  thirty  years. 
During  that  time  he  represented  his  county 
in  the  Legislature,  and  also  held  many  county 
offices.  He  died  at  the  old  homestead  in 
Burleson  county,  in  1866;  the  mother  de- 
parted this  life  in  1889.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children ; Alexander  C.,  of 
Santa  Anna,  Texas;  Daniel  D.,  our  subject; 
Roxanna,  wife  of  Colonel  J.  G.  Gordon,  of 
Williamson  county  ; J.  Mack,  of  Belton, 
Texas;  Bettie  J.,  wife  of  John  O.  Johnson, 
of  Austin;  Lucinda  L.,  yet  unmarried;  and 
Fremont  K.,  of  Cleburne,  Texas. 

D.  D.  Thomson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  June 
2,  1834,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Texas 
at  the  age  of  three  years.  He  remained  in 
Milam  county  until  the  close  of  the  late  war; 
lived  several  years  in  Bosque  county,  and  in 
1875  came  to  his  present  location-  He  owns 
450  acres  of  good  land,  all  under  fence,  and 
200  acres  of  which  is  cultivated.  Politically 
Mr.  Thomson  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  religiously  is  a steward  and  an 
active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Church. 

In  Burleson  county,  October  25,  1859,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  J.  Easeley. 
They  had  tive  children;  Annie  C.,  wife  of 
W.  A.  Rutledge,  of  Williamson  county,  De- 
Witt  D.,  of  Stephens  county,  Texas;  Edgar 
E.,  of  this  county;  Bettie  A.,  wife  of  L.  L. 
Tomlinson,  of  Williamson  co  inty,  ami  Mollie, 
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now  Mrs.  AV^.  P.  AV’^ales,  and  a resident  also 
of  tliis  county.  Tlie  wife  and  inotlier  died 
in  Piirleson  comity,  May  1'.),  1871.  Sep- 
tember 30,  1875,  in  AVilliamson  county,  Mr. 
Tliomson  married  Mollie  C.  King.  Tliey 
have  liad  seven  children;  Lamar,  Ora  K., 
James  1).,  Lillian  May,  AV^.  A.,  J.  M.  and 
Melville  G. 


f OBEKT  J.  PRICE,  a farmer  and  stock- 
^ raiser  of  Bastrop  county,  was  born  in 
^ Marion  county,  Alabama,  in  1832,  a 
son  of  Robert  J.  and  Annie  (Moore) 
Price,  natives  of  Yirginia  and  Alabama,  re- 
spectively. The  parents  were  married  in  the 
latter  State.  The  father  was  a minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  died  when  our  subject  was  small, 
leaving  four  children:  Robert  J.;  Mary,  who 

died  in  Mississippi,  was  the  wife  of  AVilliam 
Hodges;  Abigail,  also  deceased  in  that  State, 
married  Moses  Hodges;  Martha,  who  died  in 
Bastrop  county,  Texas,  was  the  wife  of  Miller 
Hubbard. 

Robert  J.  Price,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  a limited  education,  and  in  1850 
came  to  Bastrop  county,  Texas.  He  came 
with  an  uncle,  T.  C.  Moore,  locating  in  this 
city,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a dry- 
goods  store  three  months,  receiving  $20  per 
month  and  board.  He  was  next  enoa<red  as 
a farm  hand,  and  in  1854  purchased  400  acres 
of  land  on  Cedar  creek,  eight  miles  south  of 
Bastrop,  one-half  of  which  tract  was  timber 
land  and  the  remainder  prairie.  Mr.  Price’s 
son  put  the  latter  under  cultivation.  He  also  i 
owned  a number  of  slave,',  and,  in  company 
with  Major  Moore,  now  deceased,  was  the 
lirst  to  import  Durham  cattle  to  this  county, 
in  1857.  In  1850  he  brought  the  first  Berk- 
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shire  and  Poland-China  hogs  to  Bastrop 
camnty.  After  the  close  of  the  war  Messrs. 
Price  A Moore  Ijecame  the  largest  importers 
of  cattle  in  this  county.  Air.  Price  was  much 
in  favor  of  secession,  and  at  the  call  for 
troops  enlisted  in  Company  L,  Eighth  Texas 
Regiment,  under  Colonel  Terry.  After  the 
first  battle  of  Corinth  he  entered  the  Tennes- 
see army,  where  he  \vas  engaged  only  in 
heavy  skirmishing,  the  principal  one  being  at 
Blair’s  Landing,  at  AVinchester,  Tennessee. 
Air.  Prince  was  discharged  in  the  fall  of  1862, 
returned  home,  and  in  the  same  fall  joined 
Cpmpany  A,  Thirty-second  Texas  Cavalry, 
under  Colonel  AVoods.  He  afterward  served 
in  the  Trans-AIississippi  Department,  and 
took  part  in  all  the  battles  from  Blair’s  Land- 
ing to  A^ellow  bayou,  participating  in  thirty- 
two  engagements.  He  was  discharged  at 
Houston,  Alay  15,  1865. 

After  returning  home,  Mr.  Price  resumed 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  remained  on 
his  farm  until  1890,  when  he  purchased  a 
place  and  moved  to  Bastrop.  In  the  same 
year  he  traded  his  farm  to  his  son,  Robert 
E.,  for  one  on  the  Colorado  river,  consisting 
of 264  acres,  with  250  acres  under  cultiva- 
tion. Mr.  Price  is  still  interested  in  the 
stock  business,  and  at  present  is  engaged  in 
breeding  Holstein  and  Durhatii  cattle.  In 
company  with  his  son,  Robert  E.,  he  was  the 
first  to  import  to  this  county  Holstein  cattle, 
of  which  he  now  owns  about  thirty-five  head. 
In  1876  Air.  Price’  received  the  Democratic 
nomination  for  Representative  of  Bastrop  and 
Fayette  counties  in  the  Fourteenth  Legisla- 
ture of  Texas,  and  Governors  Coke  and  Hub- 
hard  were  the  chief  executors  of  the  State  at 
that  time.  That  was  the  first  Legislature 
after  reconstniction.  Since  his  retirement 
from  that  po>ition,  in  1878,  he  has  never 
sought  |)olitical  preferment,  but  in  1880  was 
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selected  as  Oliainnaii  of  tlie  Democratic  Exe- 
cutive Committee  of  Hastroj)  coinitj  and  lield 
tliat  position  until  1892. 

In  1854  J\lr.  Price  was  united  in  marriacre 

D 

to  M iss  Sarah  Mitchell,  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  hut  reared  in  Mississippi,  and  a 
daughter  of  Elijah  P.  and  Frances  (IMorris) 
Mitchell,  natives  also  of  North  Carolina.  The 
father  located  in  Tippah  county,  Mississip])i, 
in  an  early  day,  and  in  1855  came  to  Bastrop 
county,  Texas.  He  died  in  the  following 
year  at  the  home  of  his  dauo-hter,  Mrs.  Price. 
Jlis  widow  afterw'ard  removed  with  her  fam- 
ily to  Eastland  prairie,  where  she  died  in 
1868.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  were  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  grew 
to  years  of  maturity:  Sarah  B.,  now  Mrs. 

Price;  Robert  P.,  a resident  of  Aberdeen, 
Mississippi;  Max,  of  Waco,  Texas;  and  Mat- 
tie,  who  married  Major  R.  II.  AVells,  but 
both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price 
have  had  eleven  children,  six  now  living,  and 
all  in  the  county,  viz.;  Robert  E.,  Joseph  B., 
Janies  W.,  Charles  M.,  David  S.  and  Wesley 
W.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  in  which 
the  former  is  a Steward.  Socially,  he  affiliates 
witli  tlie  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Gamble  Lodge,  No. 
244,  and  Bastrop  Chapter,  No.  95. 

MOORE,  a successful  farmer  and  pio- 
I neer  citizen  of  AVilliamson  county, 

1 Texas,  is  a son  of  L.  and  Priscilla 

(Thornton)  Moore.  The  gi-andfather  of  our 
suiiject,  Joseph  Moore,  was  a native  of  Ire- 
land, but  when  a young  man  came  to  the 
Ctdonies.  He  raised  a large  family  in  .North  j 
Carolina,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolu-  ! 
tionary  war.  The  father  of  our  subject  sub-  | 
seqnently  moved  to  South  Carolina;  in  1818  | 


went  to  Tuscaloosa  county,  Alabama,  and 
four  year.s  later  to  Fayette  county,  that  State, 
where  he  died  in  1851.  Air.  and  Airs.  Aloorii 
reared  a family  of  eleven  children,  three  now’ 
livino':  Catherine,  who  married  a Air.  Har- 
kins,  now  deceased  ; Elijah,  of  Coryell  county, 
Texas;  and  L.,  our  subject.  The  mother 
died  one  month  previous  to  the  father’s 
death.  The  latter  was  a minister  in  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church  for  about  forty 
years. 

L.  Aloore,  the  subject  of  this  sketcii,  was 
born  Alay  16,  1824,  six  miles  west  of  Fayette 
courthouse,  Fayette  county,  Alabama,  where 
he  grew  to  maidiood.  In  1848  he  came  to 
Texas,  spending  the  first  four  years  in  Bas- 
trop county,  and  during  one  year  of  that  time 
was  a member  of  the  State  rangers.  In  1852 
he  returned  to  Alabama,  but  in  1854  came 
again  to  Texas,  settling  where  he  now  lives, 
two  miles  north  of  Florence,  AVilliamson 
county.  Air.  Moore  now  owns  500  acres  of 
land,  180  acres  of  which  is  under  a fine  state 
of  cultivation.  In  1862  he  enlisted  for  serv- 
ice in  the  late  war  in  a cavalry  company  com- 
manded by  Captain  Peace.  In  the  spring  of 
1868  he  entered  Company  G,  Seventeenth 
Texas  Infantry,  as  a private,  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Alansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill,  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  latter  place,  but  was 
soon  afterward  exchanged. 

Air.  Moore  was  married  in  Fayette  county, 
Alabama,  January  9,  1853,  to  Eppie  II. 
Thornton.  They  have  had  nine  children, 
viz.:  Alice,  wife  of  Robert  Triple,  of  Salado, 
Texas;  AVilliam  E.  and  Jobn  D.,  of  Young 
county,  this  State;  Susan,  who  with  another 
lady  was  killed  by  falling  hunps  while  at- 
tending church ; Jefferson  1).,  of  Indian  Ter- 
ritory; Gaines  II . and  Battle,  at  liome;  Alark, 
of  Young  County,  Texas;  and  Alurray,  who 
was  killed  by  a runaway  mule  in  1892.  Po- 
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litically,  ]\roore  vtitcs  with  tlie  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  socially  is  a memhei'  of  tlie 
Grange  and  tlie  Sons  of  Temperance,  lie  is 
a Deacon  in  the  Missionary  Ilaptist  Ghnrch. 

I 
I 

OllKRT  HANNA,  one  of  the  oldest  j 
and  most  respected  residents  of  AVill-  j 
iamson  county,  is  a son  of  diaries  M. 
and  Mary  1>.  (Patton)  Hanna.  The  j 
first  of  this  family  to  come  to  America  was  j 
Janies  Hanna,  great-grandfathei’  of  oui-  snh- 
ject,  who  located  in  York  district,  South 
Carolina,  where  he  raised  his  family.  The 
grandfather,  Robert  Hanna,  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  war  when  only  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  several  of  his  brothers  were  also 
soldiers  in  that  struggle.  After  the  close 
of  the  war  he  married,  and  also  raised  his 
family  in  York  district.  Charles  M.  Hanna 
was  married  in  the  district  of  Spartanburg, 
but  soon  located  in  York  district,  where  he 
in  turn  raised  his  family.  He  practiced 
medicine  there  until  1834,  and  in  that  year 
located  in  Pontotoc  county,  Mississippi,  where 
he  died  in  1862.  Mrs,  Hanna  departed  this 
life  in  1859. 

llobert  Hanna,  the  only  survivor  of  his 
parents’  eight  children,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  York  district.  South 
Carolina,  April  5,  1817.  AVhen  a lad  of 
seventeen  years  he  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Mississippi,  where  he  remained  until  1854, 
and  in  that  year  located  in  Williamson  county, 
Texas.  In  the  following  year  he  settled  on 
480  acres  of  his  present  farm,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  632  acies  more,  but  now 
owns  about  750  aei'es.  The  farm  is  located 
on  Running  Rrushy  creek,  eight  miles  west 
of  ihe  town  of  Round  Rock.  Ry  patient  toil 
and  industry  Air.  Hanna  has  succeeded  in 


gaining  a competency,  and  his  well-tilled 
ficdds  and  overllowino-  granaries  attest  Ids 
successful  husbandry.  A Whig  helore  the 
late  war,  his  teachings  led  him  to  strenu- 
ously  op[)ose  secession,  and  after  the  close  of 
the  struggle  he  voted  a few  years  with  the 
Republican  party,  but,  not  agreeing  with 
their  monetary  legislation,  has  of  late  years 
favored  no  particular  party. 

Mr.  Hanna  was  married  in  Pontotoc  coun- 
ty, Mississippi,  December  27,  1843,  to  Miss 
Sihby  Harrison,  who  was  born  in  Abbeyville 
district.  South  Cai-olina,  a daughter  of  Rev. 
-John  and  Margaret  (Stuart)  Harrison.  The 
father  was  a native  of  Spartanburg  district. 
South  Carolina,  and  was  a minister  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  were  also  several 
other  membersof  the  Harrison  family.  After 
marriage  he  located  in  Abbeyville,  later  in 
Jackson  county,  Georgia,  where  he  lived  and 
died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hanna  have  had  seven 
children,  four  now  living:  Charles,  of  Austin; 
Andrew  and  Robert,  farmers  of  Williamson 
county;  and  Thomas  S.,  a surveyor  of  this 
county. 


Thomas  culver  well,  farmer  and 

stock  raiser  of  Milam  county,  is  a 
native  of  England,  having  been  born 
in  Somersetshire  July  21,  1851.  In 
1855  his  parents  iniigrated  to  America  and 
settled  near  Norfolk,  Virginia,  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared.  His  father 
died  when  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  in 
his  tenth  year  and  most  of  the  family  pos- 
sessions having  been  swept  away  by  the 
ravages  of  the  late  war,  his  education  was 
limited.  In  1872  he  came  to  Texas  and  for 
three  years  was  engaged  in  didving  cattle 
from  this  State  to  Wyoming.  He  locateil 
in  Milam  county  in  1875,  where  he  en- 
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gaged  in  the  sheep  industry.  For  ten  years 
he  followed  this  successfully,  when  having 
purchased  some  land  he  turned  his  attention 
about  1885  to  fanniim.  He  owns  at  this 
time  a splendid  tract  of  land,  eonsisting  of 
1,281  acres,  most  of  which  is  devoted  to 
stock  raising.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  and 
intelligent  breeder  of  fine  stock  and  is  doing 
a great  deal  to  raise  the  grade  and  impi'ove 
the  strains  of  stock  in  his  locality.  Mi'. 
Culverwell  is  devoted  strictly  to  business 
pursuits,  never  having  taken  any  part  in  public 
matters.  lie  married  in  Milam  county  on 
the  20th  of  July,  1876,  Miss  Martha  T. 
Knight,  who  was  born  near  Fairfield,  Free- 
stone county,  Texas,  December  11,  1850. 
She  was  reared  an  orphan  and  unfortunately 
has  come  into  possession  of  but  little  infer 
n^ation  relative  to  her  parentage.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Culverwell  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church  in  which  he  is  a Steward  and 
both  are  zealous  workers.  Mr.  Culverwell’s 
course  in  life  has  been  such  as  to  commend 
him  in  a marked  manner  to  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Upright 
in  his  dealings,  generous  and  public-sprited, 
he  has  exerted  a good  infiuence  in  the  com- 
munity where  he  lives  and  furthered  all  pur- 
poses calculated  to  upbuild  the  moral  and 
religious  elements  of  society.  In  this  labor 
he  has  been  encouraged  by  an  excellent  wife, 
a lady  of  many  splendid  qualities  of  head 
and  heart,  and  one  who  has  succeeded  in 
drawing  around  herself  the  best  social  ele- 
ments of  the  community. 


Two 


01U\  xM.  MoCLxVUxVllAN,  of  Lee 
county,  Texas,  is  a suii  of  Colonel  Mil- 
ton  and  Dorothea  (Keys)  McCiauahan. 
brothers  of  this  name,  William  and 


James,  came  from  Scotland  to  Botetourt 
county,  V'^irginia.  in  Colonial  times,  and  look 
part  in  the  Kevolutionary  war,  serving  six 
months  alternately.  It  was  then  a common 
occurrence  when  two  of  a lamily  were  in  ser- 
vice for  one  to  serve  six  months,  and  then  re- 
tui'n  home  and  the  other  would  take  his 
])lace.  William  McCiauahan  was  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject.  The  family  con- 
tinued to  i-eside  iu  that  county  until  the 
early  part  of  this  century,  when  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject.  James  McCiauahan, 
moved  with  his  family  to  Blount  county, 
Tennessee.  Milton  McClanahan  was  born  at 
that  place  July  5,  1796,  went  to  Alabama 
when  a young  man,  was  there  married,  and 
then  located  in  Lawrence  county.  In  1846 
he  came  to  Burleson  county,  Texas,  where  he 
died  October  30,  1861.  While  in  Alabama 
he  was  a member  of  the  Legislature  from 
1834  to  1846,  in  both  the  lower  house  and 
the  Senate,  having  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
latter  to  come  to  Texas.  Politically,  he  was 
a Democrat;  religiously,  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  was  a man  of  good  in- 
-fluence.  He  recieved  his  title  of  Colonel 
for  service  in  the  State  militia  during  the 
war  of  1812.  The  Keys  family  were  origin- 
ally from  Virginia.  The  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  George  Keys,  subsequently  moved 
to  Georgia,  where  Mrs.  McClanahan  was 
born  March  14,  1802.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen years  she  went  with  her  parents  to  Ten- 
nessee, afterward  to  x\lahania,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  Lawrence  county,  that  State.  She 
died  iu  January,  1892,  at  the  age  of  ninety 
i years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McClanahan  had  nine 
children,  six  now  living:  Harvey,  a farmer 

id'  Lee  county;  John  M.,  our  subject;  Frances, 
I wife  of  G.  W^.  Moore,  of  Milam  county; 

Smsan,  wife  of  F.  M.  Barks,  of  Hale  county; 

' Martha,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Adkins,  of  Lee 
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county;  and  Henry,  a fanner  of  this  county. 

Jolin  M.  McClanahan  was  born  in  I.awrence 
county,  Alal)aina,  May  30,  1832,  and  came 
with  Ids  parents  to  Te.xas  in  1840.  He  be- 
f>;an  farming  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
and,  in  1857,  iminediatelv  after  his  maridage, 
located  on  his  y)resent  farm.  He  now  owns 
300  acres  of  land,  120  acres  of  which  is  mider 
a good  state  of  cultivation.  Durimr  the  late 
war  he  was  engaged  in  detail  service  in 
Wall’s  division,  commissary  department.  In 
1884  Mr.  McClanahan  was  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  the  State  Leo-islatnre,  for 
the  district  composed  of  Burleson  and  Lee 
counties,  and  was  elected  by  the  largest  ma- 
jority ever  given  any  candidate  in  this  local- 
ity. He  held  that  office  by  re-elections  until 
1888.  Socially,  he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason; 
and  religiously  a Clerk  and  Deacon  in  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  McClanahan  was  married  in  Caldwell, 
Texas,  August  25,  1857,  to  Bettie  Horton, 
and  they  had  four  children:  James  W.,  Tax 

Collector  of  Caldwell,  Burleson  county ; John 
S.,  a farmer  of  Lee  county;  and  Mamie  and 
Annie,  twins,  the  former  a teacher  in  the 
Caldwell  school,  and  the  latter  in  the  Lexing- 
ton school.  Mrs.  McClanahan  died  in  June, 
1874,  and  in  1882  our  subject  married 
Annie  Griffin.  This  wife  died  in  January, 
1892. 

James  Harvey  McClanahan,  a brother  of 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Law- 
rence county,  Alabama,  October  26,  1822, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  Texas  in  1846. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  late 
war,  in  Company  H,  Second  Texas  Infantry, 
and  was  sent  to  Galveston.  On  account  of 
sickness  he  w^as  soon  obliged  to  return  home, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  principally  on 
detached  service.  Mr.  McClanahan  resides 
at  the  old  homestead,  where  he  has  100  acres 


of  land,  forty-eight  acres  cultivated.  In  his 
political  ivlations  he  is  a Democrat,  and  re- 
ligiously is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

December  7,  1871,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Dollie  A.  Johnson,  a native  of  Ala- 
bama, who  came  with  her  parents  to  Texas 
after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war.  To  this 
union  have  been  horn  four  children,  viz.: 
Ora,  who  was  killed  in  a runaway  accident; 
Lee,  deceased;  Emma,  deceased;  and  Bertha, 
at  home. 

Thompson  f.  fowler,  deceased.— 

4Vhen  we  survey  the  useful  laliors  of 
many  men  we  are  often  compelled  to 
' regret  the  meagerness  of  their  per- 
sonal histories  left  on  record.  This  is  especi- 
ally true  of  those  who  from  native  modesty 
have  shunned  rather  than  courted  publicity 
during  their  liv^es.  It  is  one  of  the  purposes 
of  this  volume  to  rescue  from  oblivion  and 
preserve  in  its  appropriate  place  an  account 
of  the  labors  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
locality  covered  by  it,  together  with  brief 
notes  of  their  personal  characteristics  and 
manner  of  conducting  themselves  towards 
their  fellow- men.  Among  those  deserving 
this  recognition,  mention  may  here  be  made 
of  the  late  Thompson  F.  Fowler,  farmer, 
stock  raiser  and  influential  citizen  of  Davilla, 
Milam  county.  Mr.  Fowler  was  a native  of 
Pike  county  Missouri,  born  March  22,  1836. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Texas,  and  was  reared  in  Gon- 
zales and  Burnet  counties,  where  they  re- 
sided during  his  early  years.  November  2, 
1858,  he  married  Miss  Martha  Smithwick  of 
Burnet  county,  and  in  1860  moved  to  Cali- 
fornia, which  State,  with  brief  intervals  of 
temporary  absence,  continued  to  be  his  home 
until  1872.  In  the  meantime  having  lost 
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his  wife  in  Califoniia  and  married  a secoiul 

time  in  tliis  state,  he  returned  hei’e  and  took 

up  liis  resideiiee  permanently  in  j\rilam 

county  in  January  1873.  lie  continued  a 

resident  of  this  county  from  tliat  time  until 

his  death,  which  occurred  June  14,  1880. 

lie  led  an  active  lil'e  throutrhout  his  whole 

o 

career  and  accumulated  a considerable 
amount  of  property,  lie  was  engaged  mostly 
in  live-stock  business  and  in  trading  in  lands,  j 
At  his  death  he  left  an  estate  consisting  of 
about  5,000  acres  of  land  and  considerable 
personal  property,  and  this  after  having 
made  provision  for  his  children.  He  was 
a liberal  and  cheerful  contributor  to  all 
charitable  purposes,  making  his  life  so  far 
as  it  lay  in  his  power  to  do  so,  an  accept- 
able fultillinent  of  the  golden  rule.  He  left 
surviving  him  a widow  and  four  sons,  two 
of  the  sons  being  by  his  first  wife,  and  two 
by  the  last. 

Mrs.  Mildred  M.  Fowler,  second  wife  of 
Thompson  F.  Fowler,  was  born  in  Fayette 
county  this  State  October  30,  1847,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Abner  and  Maria  Kuykendall, 
who  moved  to  Texas  in  1831.  Her  father 
was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1807,  and  her 
mother  in  Kentucky  in  1811.  They  were 
among  the  early  settlers  in  this  State,  and 
belonged  to  the  wealthy  and  cultured  class 
of  citizens  composed  of  slave  owners  and 
planters  in  ante-helium  days.  They  moved 
from  Fayette  to  Bell  county,  where  the 
father  was  for  some  years  engaged  in  milling 
and  merchandising.  He  died  in  Johnson 
county  in  1867,  aged  sixty  years.  His  widow 
survived  until  June  1892,  reaching  the  ripie 
age  of  eighty-one.  Both  were  life-long 
members  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
(9iui‘ch  of  which  oi’ganization  they  wei’e 
pioneers  in  Texas.  For  many  years  before 
her  death  the  mother  made  her  home  with 


hei‘  daughter,  Mi’s.  Fowler,  where  she  re- 
ceived the  care  and  attention  duo  her. 
Since  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Fowler  has 
has  had  the  control  of  his  estate  consisting 
of  several  thousand  acres  of  land  nearly  a 
thousand  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  She 
farms  largely  by  tenants,  for  whom  she  has 
made  ample  provision  in  the  way  of  com- 
fortable buildings  and  with  whom  she  gets 
I pleasantly,  and  succeeds  financially  far 

better  than  the  average  man.  Her  two  sons, 
Eugene  G.,  born  September  12,  1870,  and 
Thompson  E.,  born  July  11,  1874,  remain 
with  her,  and  render  her  dutiful  service.  Mr. 
Fowler’s  two  sons  by  his  first  wife,  the  elder 
Charles  L.,  born  April  6,  1860,  being  a 
merchant  at  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico,  and 
Wiley,  born  October  5,  1863,  living  in 

western  Texas. 

Mrs.  Fowler  was  reared  in  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church,  having  been  an 
active  member  of  that  church  for  many 
years. 

THOMA.S  H.  GRAVES.  — The  true 
heroes  of  America  are  those  who,  from 
time  to  time,  have  left  the  comforts  of 
' civilized  life  and  planted  the  seeds  of 
new  States  deep  in  the  wilderness.  Of  this 
number  were  Dr.  John  H.  Graves  and  wife, 
who  were  for  many  years  residents  of  Milam 
county  and  who  though  now  deceased  have 
left  lasting  monuments  to  their  memory  in 
the  lives  and  character  of  their  descendants. 
They  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  became 
grown  and  four  of  whom  are  now  citizens  of 
this  county,  sketches  of  three  of  them  appear- 
iri"-  in  this  volume.  Dr.  Graves  and  wife 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  where  they 
I were  born  now  nearly  a century  ago.  "fhey 
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married  tliere  and  moved  tlieiiee  in  1852  to 
Texas,  settliiio  in  [iidependenee,  AVasliino- 
ton  comity.  After  a residence  at  that  place 
of  six  years  tliey  came  to  i\[ilam  county, 
wliere  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
he  dying  here  in  April,  1888,  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty-two,  and  his  wifeiii  November, 
1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  In  earlier 
life  he  was  devoted  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession — that  of  dentistry  — but  later  engag- 
ed in  farming  and  stock  raising.  lie  was  a 
prominent  Mason  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  life-long  members  of  the  Ilaptist  Church. 
Both  w'ere  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  as  parents  and  as  members  of  society, 
as  is  fully  evidenced  not  only  by  the  testi- 
mony of  those  who  knew  them,  but  also  by 
the  industrious,  exemplary  Christian  lives 
which  their  sons  and  daughters  are  leading. 
Their  six  children  are:  Hattie,  who  is  now 
the  wife  of  S.  M.  Dunlap  of  Ballinger,  Run- 
nels county;  Thomas  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Preston,  who  died  young;  Fred  A., 
of  Milam  county;  Julia,  the  wife  of  D. 
Davis  of  this  county;  George  S.,  also  of  this 
county. 

Thomas  H.  Graves  was  born  in  Caswell 
county,  North  Carolina,  February  16,  1842. 
He  was  just  ten  years  old  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Washington 
county  and  sixteen  when  they  came  to  Milam 
county.  He  received  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  were  offered  in  the  localities 
where  he  grew  up.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
entered  the  Confederate  army,  enlisting  in 
1861,  in  Company  D,  PMurth  Texas  Cavalry, 
Green’s  brigade,  with  which  he  served  dur- 
ing the  first  year  of  the  war  in  New  IVIexico 
and  Arizona,  llis  command  then  returning, 
he  joined  the  forces  operating  we&t  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  from  which  time  on  until 
the  close  of  hostilities  he  served  in  Arkansas, 


! Louisiana  and  Texas.  lie  took  part  in  all 
' the  eiiiianements  in  which  his  regiment 
participated,  these  including  the  reca[)tiire  of 
Galveston  in  1863,  but  was  never  wounded 
nor  taken  prisoner.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  returned  to  Milam  county,  where  he 
scraped  together  sufficient  means  to  buy  a 
small  pair  of  mules  and  entraoe  in  fanning, 
lie  followed  this  and  worked  for  others  as  a 
farm  and  stock  baud  at  $15  a month.  Ids 
wages  being  inci'eased  as  his  services  became 
more  valuable,  until  he  saved  a few  hundred 
dollars,  which  he  invested  in  lands.  At 
length  he  began  trading  in  stock  and  branched 
out  in  his  farming  operations  until  he 
now  owns  about  2,500  acres  of  valuable  land, 
about  400  acres  of  which  is  in  cultivation,  on 
which  he  raises  an  abundance  of  Texas  staple 
products,  cotton  and  corn.  His  land  is 
divided  into  farms,  which  he  leases  to  tenants, 
giving  his  personal  attention  to  buying, 
feeding  and  marketing  cattle  for  beef.  He 
feeds  from  600  to  800  head  annually,  which 
he  generally  succeeds  in  disposing  of  to  good 
advantage.  Mr.  Graves  has  succeeded  ad- 

o 

mirably  in  life,  and  his  success  and  talent  for 
business  might  justify  him  in  aspiring  to  a 
higher  career  if  he  chose  to  do  so;  but  he 
has  never  sought  distinction  of  any  kind  nor 
exhibited  an  undue  desire  for  wealth.  His 
wish  seems  to  be  to  live  up  to  the  full 
measure  of  his  responsibilities  as  a man  and 
a citizen,  and  leave  the  glamour  and  tinsel, 
the  glory  of  wealth  and  fame  to  others.  He 
interests  himself  actively  in  everything  ot 
importance  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the 
comunity  where  he  resides,  being  a staunch 
j supporter  of  the  schools  and  churches.  He 
and  his  brothers,  Fred  A.  and  George  S., 
donated  the  land  and  erected  at  their  own  ex- 
j)ense  a good  school  building  in  their 
ncighborhootl,  where  they  have  conducted  for 
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eitrlit  moiitlis  in  tlie  year  as  good  a country 
school  as  can  he  found  in  Milam  county. 

In  1880  Mr.  Graves  married  Miss  Addie 
Tribble,  danohter  of  Georire  C.  and  Rebecca 
Tribble,  who  moved  frotn  Mississippi  to 
Texas  in  1875  and  settled  in  Milam  county, 
where  the  mothei'  died  in  1889  and  the 
father  in  1891.  Mis.  Graves  was  born  in 
Mississippi,  October,  1858,  and  was  a young 
lady  when  her  parents  moved  to  this  State. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  have  had  six  children 
born  to  them,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
George,  born  January,  1881;  Henry,  born 
October,  1883;  Lura,  born  October,  1885; 
Paul,  born  January,  1888;  and  Estell,  born 
January,  1890. 


W\  B.  HENRY,  one  of  the  old  set- 
tlers of  Texas  was  born  in  AVayne 
county,  Tennessee,  J uly  21  1829,  son 
of  Franklin  and  Tabitha  (Canada)  Henry, 
both  natives  of  east  Tennessee.  The  father 
was  a farmer,  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Tennessee,  who  removed  to  Alabama  in  1830, 
remained  there  until  quite  an  old  man,  then 
returned  to  the  State  of  his  nativity,  settled 
in  Lawrence  county,  middle  Tennessee,  where 
he  remained  until  1850,  when  he  started  for 
Texas,  but  only  reached  Memphis  when  his 
wife  was  taken  sick  and  died.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Franklin  county,  Alabama,  where 
he  lived  on  a farm  until  he  died,  about  1855. 
He  had  a family  of  four  children,  namely: 
our  subject,  Nancy,  Caroline  and  Alexander. 

Our  subject  came  to  Texas  in  1854,  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  AYilliamson  county  after 
his  marriatre  in  1856.  For  his  wife  he 
wedded  Elizabeth  Thompson,  which  lady 
is  still  living;.  Tluring  the  late  war  our  sub- 
ject  hauled  cotton  for  the  Go\vjrument,  run- 


ning sevei’al  ox  teams.  Since  the  war  he  has 
been  farming,  wagoning  and  freighting.  His 
wife  is  a native  of  Alabama,  daughter  of 
G.  G.  and  Milamla  Thompson,  who  came  to 
Texas  with  their  family  in  1854.  Mrs. 
Henry  was  one  of  seven  children,^  namely: 
Martha,  Mrs.  J.  A\'^ade;  Mrs.  Henry,  living  in 
Texas;  Thamar,  living  in  Texas;  Catherine, 
Mrs.  T.  W.  Marrs;  Ervin,  a farmer  of  Bell 
county,  Texas;  Eliza,  Mrs.  Ben  Adkinson; 
and  T.  J.  Thompson,  now  living  at  Bertram, 
Texas. 

Our  subject  and  wife  have  four  children, 
namely:  George,  married  to  Mrs.  High,  liv- 
ing in  east  Texas;  Mary  C.,  wife  of  James 
AVillingham,  residing  in  Bell  county;  Eliza- 
beth, Mrs.  Marion  Ray,  residing  in  east 
Texas;  and  Lucy,  Mrs.  Solomon  Presley,  a 
farmer.  Mrs.  Henry  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  she  takes  an  active 
part.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
this  part  of  the  State,  and  during  his  long 
residence  here  has  gained  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  a wide  circle  of  friends.  He  has 
always  been  industrious,  honest  and  worthy 
of  any  confidence  that  might  be  reposed  in 
him.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  enjoy  the 
good  wishes  of  every  one  who  knows  them. 
These  good  people  are  well  deserving  an 
honorable  place  among  the  worthy  citizens 
of  Williamson  cotinty. 


SP.  RITCHEY,  one  of  the  pioneer 
\ farmers  of  Williamson  county,  resid- 
ing  at  Beau  kiss,  was  liorn  in  Benton 
county,  Alabama,  in  1842.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  yeai’s  he  was  brought  to  Texas,  and 
has  since  resided  in  tlie  Lone  Star  State.  His 
father,  G.  W.  Ritchey,  was  a native  of  South 
Carolina;  he  removed  thence  with  his  parents 
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and  for  :i  time  lived  in  Geor<ria  before  locating 
in  Alabama;  he  was  an  extensive  planter  and 
met  with  great  prosperity.  Uis  father,  Jo- 
se[)h  Ritchey,  was  also  a native  of  South 
Carolina;  he  had  two  sons,  AVilliam  and  G. 
W.;  the  latter  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Emeline  Willis,  a daughter  of  John  and 
Ann  (Milligan)  Willis,  and  one  of  a family 
of  eiidit  children,  named  as  follows:  William, 
Nelson,  Harvey,  Betsey,  Emeline,  Margaret, 
Cynthia  and  Flora.  G.  W.  Ritchey  and  wife 
had  a family  of  seven  children:  Martha,  wife 
of  Alfred  Griffin;  Steward,  deceased;  S.  P., 
the  subject  of  this  notice;  Johnson;  Kate, 
wife  of  John  Kelly;  Margaret,  wife  of  Mr. 
Cook;  and  Ilngh  Anderson. 

The  public-school  system  had  not  reached 
its  perfect  development  during  the  youth  of 
Mr.  Ritchey,  and  even  district  .schools  were 
few,  and  conducted  quite  indifferently.  He 
lived  a quiet,  uneventful  life  until  the  fall  of 
18G1,  when  he  entered  the  Confederate  ser- 
vice, joining  Captain  Bucklioltz’s  company; 
he  was  assigned  to  the  First  Regiment  of 
Sibley’s  brigade,  and  was  sent  to  the  western 
frontier,  and,  although  there  were  several  en- 
gagements, Mr.  Ritchey  was  prevented  from 
participating  on  account  of  a severe  attack  of 
a more  subtle,  though  not  less  dangerous  foe 
smallpox.  In  June,  1862,  lie  assisted  in  re- 
taking Galveston,  and  spent  the  following 
winter  in  Texas.  The  next  year  witnessed 
many  important  movements  of  the  Confeder- 
acy, but  Mr.  Ritchey’s  company  was  com- 
pelled to  fall  back  through  Arkansas  to  Texas 
and  go  into  camp  at  Moseby’s  Ferry;  tliere 
he  remained  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
and  the  inauguration  of  peace.  Returning  to 
Williamson  county  he  resumed  his  former 
occupation  of  farming.  In  1867  he  located 
on  his  present  place,  a tract  of  wild,  unim- 
proved land.  His  tirst  purchase  was  of  one 
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hundred  acres.  His  elForts  have  been  re- 
\varded  by  a most  generous  response  from 
mother  earth,  and  his  harvests  have  been 
bountiful.  He  has  purchased  an  additional 
seventy  acres  iti  this  county,  and  owns  866 
acres  in  Burnet  county.  His  land  is  devoted 
to  the  culture  of  cotton,  and  he  holds  his 
crops  for  satisfactory  prices.  In  1892  he 
disposed  of  crops  of  1890,  1891  and  1892 
for  $9.50,  his  neighbors  having  sold  the  same 
crop.'  for  $6  and  $7. 

In  September,  1862,  Mr.  Ritchie  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Cornelia  Woodruff,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Smith)  Wood- 
ruff. Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVoodruff  reared  a family 
of  four  children:  Eliza,  wife  of  Eli  Rations, 
Miranda,  Julia  and  Mrs.  Ritchie.  Both  the 
father  and  mother  had  children  by  a former 
marriage.  Mr.  Ritchie  and  wife  had  born 
to  them  a family  of  twelve  children : Alinon, 
Robert  and  Anna  (twins),  Mary,  Frank,  Ada- 
line,  Bettie,  Thomas,  Irene,  Callie,  John, 
and  Charlie.  Anna  is  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Riles. 
The  family  are  connected  with  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  are  highly  respected  in  the  com- 
munity. 


If  SAAC  M.  WILLIAMS,  a prominent  citi- 
I zen  and  farmer  of  AVilliamson  county,  is 
-i  a son  of  James  B.  and  Sarah  (Coffey) 
AA^illiams.  The  paternal  grandfather,  Isaac 
Williams,  raised  his  family  in  Madison 
county,  Kentucky,  and  afterward  moved  to 
Arkansas,  where  he  subsequently  died. 
James  B.  AVilliams  was  born  and  raised  in 
Kentucky,  was  there  married  in  1834,  imme- 
diately moved  to  ATashington  county, 
I Arkansas,  in  1849  settled  on  the  land  our 
j snl)ject  now  owns  in  AVilliamson  county, 
I Texas,  and  in  1852  removed  to  San  Saba 
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county,  this  State.  AVliile  there  the  father 
was  a ineml)er  of  a company  of  State  Ran- 
gers, under  Caj)tain  Jolin  Williams,  who  was 
murdered  by  the  Indians  at  Baby  Head, 
Llano  county,  Texas.  Mr.  Williams  served 
several  years.  He  died  July  1,  1891,  the 
mother  having  departed  this  life  in  1862. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
namely;  AVilliam  Mason,  deceased,  was  a 
minister  in  the  Christian  Church;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  W.  M.  Howell,  of  Williamson  county; 
Isaac  M.,  our  subject;  Jane,  wife  of  Evan 
Mankins,  of  this  county;  David,  deceased; 
Ivels  II.  and  John,  of  AVilliamson  county; 
Ellen,  wife  of  George  Tacket,  of  Erath 
county,  Texas;  Lynn,  Maggie,  and  James, 
deceased.  After  the  mother’s  death,  the 
father  married  Martha  Ward,  and  they  had 
three  children:  Etta  and  Emma  (twins),  and 
Lee.  Mr.  AVilliams  was  a farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  by  occupation,  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  The  Coffey  family  were  early 
settlers  of  Kentucky',  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject having  been  born  and  raised  in  that 
State,  and  many  of  her  relatives  still  reside 
there. 

Isaac  M.  Williams,  the  subject  of  this 
biography,  was  born  in  AVashington  county, 
Arkansas,  April  19,  1844,  and  came  to  Texas 
at  the  age  of  live  years.  In  1861,  at  the 
opening  of  the  late  war,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Morgan’s  Cavalry  Company,  served 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Gravel  Ridge, 
Cape  Girardeau,  Old  Jackson,  AA^hite  Water, 
Little  Rock,  Pine  Bluff,  etc.  He  had  two 
horses  shot  under  him,  one  at  AVhite  W^ater 
and  the  other  at  ( )ld  Jackson,  but  was  never 
wounded  or  captni-ed.  After  returning  from 
the  army'  Mr.  AVilliams  resumed  farming 
and  stock-raising,  and  has  I'esided  on  his 


present  farm  about  twelve  years.  lie  owns 
3,500  acres  of  oood  land,  1,000  aci-es  of 
which  is  under  a tine  state  of  cultivation,  and 
located  about  /our  miles  from  Georgetown. 
This  is  one  of  the  best  ranches  in  AVilliamson 
county. 

Mr.  AA^illiams  was  married  in  this  county, 
July  13,  1864.  to  Elizabeth  Roberts,  who  was 
born  in  Burleson  county,  Texas,  but  raised  in 
Williamson  county.  She  is  one  of  seven 
children,  most  of  whom  reside  in  Brown, 
AYood  and  Howard  counties,  Texas.  The 
Roberts  family  have  resided  in  this  State  for 
many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have 
had  eight  children,  namely:  AV^illiain  Mason, 
deceased;  Emzy'  D.,  of  AVilliamson  county; 
Sallie,  wifex)f  J.  AV.  Styles;  King,  a resident 
of  this  county';  Lucy,  wife  of  AV.AV.  Edwards; 
and  Fannie,  AVillie,  and  Maggie,  at  home. 
In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  Williams 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

q EORGE  IRYINE,  a manufacturer  of 
artificial  ice,  and  proprietor  of  the  City 
Mills  of  Georgetown,  was  born  on 
Orkney  Islands,  March  21,  1841,  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Jennette  Irvine.  In  early 
life  the  father  was  a contractor  and  builder 
in  Scotland,  but  in  184?  emigrated  to 
Canada,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  in  May,  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church,  held  many  of  the  minor 
offices  of  his  county,  and  was  well,  favorably 
and  extensively  known.  His  memory  is 
cherished  by  all  who  knew  him,  as  a tender, 
generous,  noble  man  and  a worthy'  citizen. 
The  mother,  born  in  1805,  died  June  6,  1893, 
at  the  age  of  eight-eight  veai’s.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Lniversalist  Church,  but  both 
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slio  and  lier  luisl>an(l  were  formerly  Scotch 
Pi-eshyferians.  Mr.  and  Mr^.  Irvine  had 
five  children:  Thonia.'^,  who  died  in  fleoi'ge- 

town  in  1885;  Edward,  a resident  of  Lincoln 
con  ntj,  Ontario ; George, onr  subject ; Jennette, 
wife  of  ThoiTias  Theal,  a farmer  of  Lincoln 
comity;  and  Ahsolom  T.,  who  was  for  many 
years  manager  of  the  Imnher  business  of  our 
s\ihject,  but  is  now  bookkeeper  for  Whittle  & 
Talhert.  He  married  Miss  Jennie  Patterson, 
of  Ontario.  Thomas  married  Eliza  M.  Cohb, 
wliose  parents  resided  in  Michigan. 

George  Irvine,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  educated  in  Canada,  and  also  taught 
school  in  that  country  several  years.  In  the 
fall  of  18G7  he  located  in  Pee  county,  Te.xas, 
but  shortly  afterward  removed  ^o  Refugio 
county,  following  carpentering  and  building 
there  eleven  years,  and  in  1878  came  to 
Georgetown.  He  folloM’ed  the  same  occupa- 
tion in  this  city  until  1881,  and  in  that  year 
associated  liimself  with  his  brother,  Thomas, 
in  the  luinher  business  and  contracting, 
which  partnership  continued  until  the  broth- 
er’s deatli  in  1885.  Mr.  Irvine  continued  the 
business  alone  until  1890,  when  he  sold  the 
lumber  yard  and  purchased  the  gristmill, 
where  he  grinds  about  100,000  bushels 
annually.  The  ice  factory  was  purchased  in 
1886.  From  1880  to  1890  Mr.  Irvine  had 
from  fifteen  to  fifty  employes  on  his  pay  roll, 
and  in  addition  to  these  interests,  he  is  also 
a stockholder  in  the  Georgetown  & Granger 
Railroad.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  Bee  county,  and  has  been  Alderman  of 
Georgetown  for  the  past  seven  or  eight  years. 

In  Canada,  in  1871,  he  was  unite<l  in  tiiar- 
riage  to  Rebecca  Kent,  a native  of  (kinada, 
and  of  English  descent.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren: Eva,  Edgar,  Chester,  Etta  May  and 

George  Oscar.  Mr.  and  iMi's.  Irvine  ai'e 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 


the  former  is  a memhei’  of  the  Vestry  and 
Senior  Warden.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  Masonic  Order  foi’ twenty-seven  years,  of 
the  chapter  and  l)lue  lodge,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World.  He 
is  an  accom modatinir  gentleman,  a true 
Scotchman,  and  has  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  all  who  know  him. 

TW.  PARKHILL,  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  is  a son  of  a former  well-known 
citizen  of  Burleson  county,  David  Park- 
' hill,  who  moved  to  this  county  in  1851, 
and  was  a resident  of  the  same  until  his  death, 
more  than  twenty-five  years  later.  David 
Parkhill  was  a son  of  Eli  Parkhill,  and  was 
born  in  the  State  of  Kew  York,  August  12, 
1817.  Accompanying  his  parents  to  Michi- 
gan in  his  youth  he  grew  up  there,  and  there, 
in  the  town  of  Owosso,  on  the  2d  of  March, 
1848,  married  Delia  Pratt.  Eight  years  later 
he  came  to  Texas  and  settled  in  Burleson 
comity,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  in 
his  early  maidiood  and  followed  it  both  in 
Michigan  and  in  this  State,  having  jilanned 
and  superintended  the  construction  of  many 
of  the  houses  that  were  erected  at  an  earlier 
date  in  Burleson  county.  About  1865  Mr. 
Parkhill  gave  up  business  pursuits  and  gave 
his  attention  to  politics,  in  which  he  was  an 
active  participant  for  a n umber  of  years.  He 
was  elected  Treasurer  of  the  county  in  1868, 
and  held  the  office  until  his  death  ten  years 
later.  lie  was  an  upright  and  capable  officer, 
and  enjoyed  to  the  end  of  his  days  the  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-citizens.  Of  a nervous 
and  restless  disposition,  he  constantly  busied 
himself  with  his  personal  interests  and  the 
duties  of  his  otlice,  and  worked  almost  up  to 
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the  day  of  his  deatli.  Ifc  belonged  to  tlie 
Jhiptist  Church,  with  which  he  was  connected 
for  many  years.  Ilis  widow  died  Marcli  14, 
1883,  at  tlie  age  of  fifty-eight,  the  same  day 
on  whicli  her  mother  died,  tlie  latter  at  the 
ao;e  of  one  hundred.  The  children  of  David 
and  Delia  Parkhill  were:  Emma  L.,  who  was 
born  January  15,  1844,  was  married  to  J. 
W.  Farmer  and  died  in  Burleson  county  in 
1877;  Eli  S.,  born  November  9,  1845,  now 
a resident  of  Caldwell;  Albert,  born  Novem- 
ber 21,  1849,  now  living  in  Llano  county; 
Truman  AY.,  of  this  article;  Edward  F.,  born 
July  17,  1855,  now  deceased;  Alice  M.,  born 
Ma}^  25,  1857,  was  married  to  C.  li.  Porter 
and  resides  in  Llano  county;  Nina,  born  Oc- 
tober 2,  1859,  was  married  to  J.  J.  McMillan 
and  is  now  deceased;  and  George  H.,  who  was 
born  March  21,  1861,  and  is  now  deceased. 

Truman  W.  Parkhill  was  born  in  Burle- 
son county,  Texas,  December  12,  1852.  He 
was  reared  here,  having  been  brought  up  on 
the  farm.  On  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1874,  he  married  Miss  Cornelia  Houston, 
a daughter  of  T.  J.  Houston,  an  old  settler 
of  Burleson  county,  Mrs.  Parkhill  having 
been  born  in  this  comity.  She  died  March 
13,  1877,  and  on  May  26,  1881,  Mr.  Parkhill 
married  Miss  Sallie  Burns,  then  of  Lee 
county,  and  a daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Anna 
Burns,  who  moved  to  this  State  from  Arkan- 
sas about  1865.  The  present  Mrs.  Parkhill 
was  born  in  Columbia  county,  Arkansas, 
where  her  people  were  for  several  years  resi- 
dents. Her  mother’s  maiden  name  was  War- 
ren, and  she  was  a member  of  a prominent 
family  of  Arkansas,  being  a sister  of  Edward 
A.AV^arren,  who  was  a Congressman  for  many 
years  from  that  State,  and  a sister  of  B.  AY. 
M.  AYarren,  who  was  in  the  State  Senate 
several  years  in  Arhansas.  Mrs.  Parkhill’s 
family  moved  from  Mississippi  to  Arkansas. 


Her  father  was  born  in  Bedford  county,  Ten- 
nessee, and  her  mother  in  Greene  county, 
Alaliama.  They  were  married  in  Salem, 
Tij)pah  county,  Mississippi,  in  1842,  and  in 
1850  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling  in  Colum- 
bia county, and  resided  in  tliat  State— mostly 
in  Camden  - until  their  removal  to  Texas 
fifteen  years  later.  Mrs.  Parkhill  is  one  of 
seven  children  born  to  her  parents,  the  others 
being  Edward  Burns,  tbe  present  Assessor 
of  Lee  county,  this  State;  William  J.,  who 
is  now  deceased;  Lavenia,  wife  of  AYilliam 
Doak,  of  Lexington,  Lee  county,  Texas;  Mint, 
who  was  married  to  Charles  Davis  and  is 
now  deceased;  Mary,  who  was  married  to 
Abe  Mathis  and  resides  in  Bell  county;  and 
Jennie,  wh^  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 

By  his  former  marriage  Mr.  Parkhill  had 
one  child,  a daughter,  Nellie.  By  his  last 
marriacre  he  has  three:  Annie  Mabel,  Jack 
and  Lawrence  Lee. 

Mr.  Parkhill  resides  on  the  old  homestead, 
Avhere,  with  the  exception  of  one  year,  he  has 
spent  his  entire  life.  Agriculture  and  stock- 
raising  have  formed  his  chief  pursuits  in  life, 
in  both  of  which  he  has  met  with  reasonable 
success.  He  owns  a farm  of  about  350  acres, 
one-third  of  which  is  in  cultivation.  He 
takes  but  little  active  interest  in  politics,  and 
has  never  held  any  public  office. 

TjAMES  M.  D E N S O N,  a merchant  of 
K 1 1 Granger,  was  born  in  Rankin  county, 
Mississippi,  April  18,  1837,  a son  of  T. 
C.  and  Elizabeth  (Davis)  Denson,  natives  of 
Alabama.  T.  C.  Denson  was  a son  of  Nathan- 
iel Denson,  a native  also  of  Alabama.  The 
former  subsecpiently  moved  to  Tennessee, 
latei-  to  AIississipj)i,  and  in  1854  came  to 
A\'’illiamson  county,  Texas,  having  practiced 
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medicine  both  before  and  after  locating  in 
this  State.  He  piii'chased  a tract  of  land  on 
Williamson  creek,  where  he  died  in  1875, 
having  followed  his  profession  within  two 
years  of  his  death.  I’he  mother  of  onr  sub- 
ject was  adaughtei’of  Patrick  Davis,  of  Irish 
descent,  who  was  reared  in  Kentucky.  Mrs. 
Denson  now  finds  a homo  with  her  son, 
and  is  seventy-seven  years  of  age.  The  par-  j 
entsof  our  subject  reared  eight  children,  viz. : 
dames  M.,  the  subject  of  this  biography; 
Mary  A.,wliowas  first  married  to  11.  Homes, 
and  later  became  the  wife  of  E.  Goode;  Eliz- 
abetli,  wife  of  II.  C.  Ederington,  a fanner  of  I 
Williamson  county;  IMaggie,  who  married 
Monroe  Barnhart,  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness at  Bartlett;  T.  J.,  at  the  old  homestead; 
Ann,  wife  of  Otlio  Durant,  a stock-raiser  of 
Abilene;  B.  F.,of  Granger;  and  Bell,  wife  of 
T.  Daniels,  proprietor  of  a livei-y  stable  of 
this  city. 

James  M.  Denson  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Arkansas  when  quite  young,  and  in  1854: 
came  to  Williamson  county^  Texas.  He  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  the 
opening  of  the  late  war,  after  which  he  served 
with  Johnston’s  spy'  command  four  months, 
and  returned  home  after  the  battle  of  Spring- 
held,  Missouri,  having  never  regularly  en- 
listed up  to  that  time.  He  then  entered  as 
a private  in  Company'  A,  Morgan’s  battalion, 
under  General  Holmes,  afterward  Carter’s 
regiment,  and  served  in  Arkansas,  Louisiana 
and  Missouri.  Mr.  Denson  took  part  iu 
many  of  the  memorable  battles  and  skirmishes 
with  Marmaduke;  was  promoUd  from  Third 
to  First  Lieutenant,  and  the  regiment  dis- 
banded in  Bobertson  county,  Texas.  Our 
subject  spent  the  following  year  in  Missouri, 
and  then  returned  to  Texas  to  take  charge  of  ' 
his  father's  business,  which  he  continued 
until  the  latter’s  death.  He  then  followed  . 


agric.ultural  j)ui’siiits  until  1880,  and  in  that 
yeai‘  was  elected  Tax  Assessor  of  Williamson 
county,  on  the  Greenback  ticket,  when  the 
county  w'as  purely  Democratic,  serving  in 
that  position  four  years.  In  1882  IMr.  Den- 
son began  Tuerchandising  at  Granger,  but  did 
not  take  full  charge  of  the  business  until 
1887,  when  he  moved  wdth  his  family  to  this 

j city',  and  since  that  time  has  follow'ed  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  He  also  owns  a large  fann, 
500  acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation,  and 
lie  is  extensively  engaged  in  cattle-raising 
and  cotton-buying. 

! April  23,  1873,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Kate  Caruthers,  who  was  born  in 
Koi'th  Carolina,  August  7,  1852,  a daughter 
of  William  Caruthers,  a native  also  of  that 
Stale.  The  father  came  to  Williamson 
county,  Texas,  in  1853,  and  his  death  occurred 
while  in  the  army.  His  wife  survived  him 
oidy  a few  years.  Mr.  aud  Mrs.  Denson  have 
had  eight  children,  viz.:  Janies  E.,  born  June 
1,  1874,  is  at  home;  Lucy  K.,  born  April  18, 
1878 ; Augusta  E. ; Cornelia  M.,  May  3, 1880; 
Tom  K.,  December  7,  1883;  William  D., 
May  19,  1880;  Carrie,  August  8,  1889;  and 
Frank  C.,  June  16,  1891.  Socially,  Mr. 
Denson  was  formerly  a member  of  the  Grange, 
and  is  a Koyal  Arch  Mason;  is  independent 
in  his  political  views;  and,  religiously,  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church. 


ARON  R.  ROBBINS,  a farmer  of 
Williamson  county,  was  born  on  Spring 
river,  in  what  was  then  Arkansas  Ter- 
ritory'. A[)i'il  5,  1820,  a son  of  Aaron 
' and  Elizabeth  (Massey')  Robbins,  the  former 
a native  of  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  fatlnu'  was  reared  by  his  widowed 
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inotlier,  who  came  to  Texas  in  1855,  ami  died 
a few  luontlis  later,  at  tlu^  age  of  ninety-five 
yeai-s.  Her  Iinshand,  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  oiir  subject,  served  in  the  lievoln- 
tionary  war.  Aaron  Robbins  followed  fann- 
ing during  his  life,  accumulated  a good  estate, 
and  his  death  occnri'ed  April  20,  1866.  His 
wife  died  in  August,  1864.  Mi-,  and  Mrs. 
Robbins  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
viz.:  Sarah,  who  came  to  Texas,  and  married 
Robert  Robbins,  a distant  relative,  but  both 
are  now  deceased;  Aaron,  our  subject;  Nancy, 
deceased,  vvho  was  the  wife  of  John  Foster; 
and  Richard,  a retired  farmer  of  Granger. 

Aaron  R.  Robbins  learned  the  trade  of 
wheelwright  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years, 
and  in  1849  he  came  to  Williamson  county, 
Texas,  living  the  first  year  at  Georgetown. 
He  spent  the  following  year  in  Arkansas  but 
in  1852  came  again  to  this  county,  where  he 
has  ever  since  remained.  He  first  purchased 
160  acres  of  raw  land,  and  at  once  began  its 
improvement  and  stock-raising.  In  the 
spring  of  1863  Mr.  Robbins  entered  the  Con- 
federate army,  in  Company  K,  Captain  Reefs 
company,  Sterman’s  regiment,  served  in  Ar- 
kansas, and  the  first  year  was  detailed  for 
repairing  and  doing  wagon  work.  He  then 
returned  home  on  a furlough,  later  rejoined 
his  command,  and  engaged  in  field  service 
under  Captain  Smith.  He  took  part  in  many 
skirmishes,  and,  although  his  horse  was  shot 
while  under  him,  he  was  never  wounded  or 
captured.  After  the  close  of  the  sti-uggle 
our  subject  resumed  farming  and  stock- 
raising. 

November  15,  1849,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Susan  Hanna,  a daughter  of 
James  Hanna,  a native  Arkansas,  but  who 
died  in  Texas.  Mr.  and  INIrs.  Rolibins  had 
six  children,  viz.:  Mary,  wife  of  John  Gard- 
iner, a farmer  of  Coryell  county;  .lames  11., a 


farmer  of  Williamson  county ; Easter,  deceaseif, 
was  the  wife  of  1).  Anderson ; Henry,  a school- 
teacher; Hell,  wifeof  J.  F.  Qnicksall,  a farmer 
and  school  teacherof  McCulloch  county,  Texas ; 
and  Susan  C.,  wife  of  Warren  Smith,  a 
plumber  of  Waco.  Mrs.  Robbins  died  March 
15,  1885.  June  12,  of  the  same  year,  Mr. 
Robbins  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rurlew,  a 
daughter  of  Ste[)hen  Strickland,  an  early 
settler  of  Texas,  who  taught  the  first  school  in 
Georgetown.  He  died  December  10,  1890. 
This  wife  died  June  28,  1888,  and  Deceml)er 
10,  1889,  our  subject  married  Mrs.  Virginia 
Spuilan,  a daughter  of  William  Daniels,  who 
came  to  Texas  about  1836,  having  been  a 
resident  of  Bastrop  county.  He  was  thrown 
from  a horse  and  killed.  Mr.  Robbins  af- 
filiates with  the  4)emocratic  party,  and  re- 
ligiously both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church. 


OBERT  L.  NICHOLS,  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  farmers  of  Bastrop 
county,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Bastrop,  September  19,  1857,  a son 
of  James  R.  and  Josephine  F.  (Garth]  Nich- 
ols. Robert  attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive place,  and  completed  his  education  in 
the  A.  & M.  College,  at  Bryan,  this  State,  in 
his  twenty-second  year.  After  returning 
home  he  followed  for  a time  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  which  he  had  learned  of  his  father  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years.  In  connection  with 
this  he  was  also  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, owning  a large  farm  of  Colorado  river 
bottom  land,  consisting  of  1,400  acres.  750 
acres  of  which  is  cultivated.  ]\Ir.  Nichols  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  and  enterprising 
farmers  in  Bastrop  county,  and  is  also  en- 
gacred  in  buving  and  selling  cattle 
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lie  was  married  in  1884:,  to  Miss  j\Iary 
Wilkes,  a native  of  Wincliestei-,  Fayette 
county,  Texas,  and  a daughter  of  James  E. 
and  Martlia  (Davis)  AVilkes,  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee. Botli  families  are  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Fayette  county.  James  AVilkes 
was  a farmer  and  rrin  owner  and  accnmnlated 
quite  a competency.  During  the  late  war  he 
served  as  a iion-conimissioned  oflicer  in  his 
company.  II is  death  occurred  in  1878  and 
his  wife  still  resides  at  the  old  homestead. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVilkeshad  six  children:  James, 
a resident  of  AVinchester,  Texas;  Mary,  wife 
of  onr  subject;  AVilliam,  of  Flatonia,  Fayette 
county;  Horace,  deceased;  Mattie;  and  two 
deceased  unmarried.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols 
have  had  five  children:  AVilkes,  Garth, Louise, 
Leon  and  Bessie.  Mrs.  Nichols  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our 
subject  affiliates  with  the  K.  of  B.,  Smithville 
Lodge,  No.  92. 


GA.  D.  clamp,  one  of  the  oldest  cit- 
izens of  Georgetown,  Williamson 
county,  Texas,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Thorn,  Prussia,  March  1.  1827.  He  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Clamp.  His  life, 
until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  was  spent  at 
liome,  his  education  being  obtained  from  tlie 
academy  in  his  native  city.  He  was  nineteen 
years  of  age  when  he  left  his  father’s  house 
to  come  to  this  far  distant  country,  America. 
The  trip  was  made  in  a sail-vessel,  and  they 
were  on  the  water  120  days.  Mi-.  Clamp 
landed  in  Galveston  and  spent  two  years 
there,  being  one  of  the  yellow-fevm-  suflei-ers 
in  that  dreadful  scourge  in  the  latter  part  of 
1849.  From  Galveston  he  went  to  Houston, 
but  not  liking  the  jJace,  went  on  to  Austin 
county,  on  the  llrazos,  wiiere  he  worked  a^ 


contractor  and  builder.  It  was  here  he  met 
Miss  Asenath  Davis,  whose  native  State  was 
Georgia,  Imt  whose  parents  came  to  Texas 
when  it  was  a republic.  Mr.  Clamp  and 
Miss  Davis  were  married  April  18,  1850.  In 
October  1851  they  came  to  Georgetown, 
Williamson  county,  where  until  1863,  Mr. 
Clamp  found  a good  opening  for  building,  for 
there  were  less  than  a dozen  houses,  one  black- 
smith shop,  one  church,  two  stores  and  two 
places  where  whiskey  could  be  purchased. 
Mr.  Clamp  opened  a carpenter’s  shop,  making 
furniture,  spinning  wheels  and  looms  as  well 
as  doors,  sash  and  blinds;  where  Georgetown 
now  stands  was  almost  a wilderness,  and  many 
times  Mr.  Clamp  stood  in  his  house  door  and 
heard  wild  turkeys  dy  up  to  roost,  and  before 
breakfast  next  mornino:  would  have  enough 
turkey  to  supply  the  town  for  the  day.  Deer, 
bear  and  panther  were  easily  found  and  the 
whoop  of  the  Indian  was  heard  in  the  cedar- 
brake  above  town,  and  they  would  often 
swoop  down  and  capture  a pony  or  two,  then 
retreat  in  good  order. 

In  1859  a mountain  lion  was  killed  within 
what  is  now  the  corporate  limits  of  George- 
town. Mr.  Clamp  has  killed  a panther  weigh- 
ing over  500  pounds,  and  also  killed  a medium 
sized  panther  near  Georgetown  as  late  as 
1870;  at  one  time  he  was  chased  by  nine 
Havelinas,  and  after  killing  the  leader, 
dropped  his  gun  and  was  obliged  to  scramble 
up  a tree,  where  he  was  kept  four  hours. 

The  District  Court  was  held  under  the 
shade  of  a ofi-and  old  live-oak  tree,  which 
stood  until  three  years  ago.  Mr.  Clamp, 
among  other  pioneei-s  found  out  what  hard 
times  really  were,  for  at  one  time  for  several 
weeks  he  only  had  corn-l)read  mixed  up  with 
cold  water,  and  wild  onions  to  eat.  Their 
next  door  neighbor  was  the  first  to  bring  a 
dollai-’s  worth  of  flour  from  Austin,  and  mix- 
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ing  Hour  witli  soda  and  water,  the  family 
called  in  their  neighhors  to  share  the  rare 
treat  with  them.  Lumber  was  hauled  from 
Lastroj)  on  ox  wagons.  In  February  of  1853 
it  was  so  cold  that  the  Gabriel  was  frozen 
over  and  (ji’cat  blocks  of  ice  were  cut  and 
stored  away  in  one  of  the  cellars.  In  1863, 
Mr.  Clamp  engaged  in  the  mei-cantile  busi- 
ness, under  the  firm  name  of  Anderson,  Clamp 
& Co.  They  bought  domestic  at  $28  a bolt, 
forty  yards  in  a bolt,  and  sold  it  for  $160,00 
(Confederate  money).  In  1865  Mr.  Clamp 
went  in  business  alone,  adding  furniture  to 
his  stock  and  since  1879  has  given  his  atten- 
tion to  the  latter  business  entirely.  In  1878 
he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  town  and  served 
two  years.  Politically,  he  is,  and  always  has 
been  a stanch  Kepuhlican,  and  was  a Union 
man  during  the  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clamp 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  organization  Mr.  Clamp  is  an  Elder. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clamp  had  eleven  children  of 
whom  nine  were  reared  to  maturity.  Mr. 
Clamp  has  lived  in  Georgetown  for  forty-two 
years  and  has  seen  the  town  and  county  grow 
up  around  him,  has  suffered  many  sorrows, 
and  found  compensating  joys  here,  and  pro- 
nounces AVilliamson  county,  the  garden  spot 
of  Texas,  and  a place  which  the  Lord  has  cer- 
tainly blessed.  He  is  a successful  business 
man  and  his  highly  valued  for  his  enterprise 
and  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart. 

F^KEI)  a.  graves. — “Seest  thou  a 
man  diligent  in  business,  he  shall  stand 
--  before  ki  nos  : he  shall  not  stand  before 
mean  men.”  This  observation  of  the  author 
of  the  Look  of  Proverbs  has  formed  the  text 
for  a greater  number  of  learned  sermons  than 
it  has  found  exemplars  in  the  actual  affairs 


of  life.  Put  illustrations  are  not  lacking,  and 
in  the  .‘somewhat  long  list  of  thi'ifty  and  suc- 
cessful men  whose  pei'sonal  records  ajipear  in 
this  volume,  pi'oliably  none  more  fully  justi- 
fies a reference  to  these  words  of  wisdom 
spoken'by  the  poet  and  j)hilosopher  than  the 
subject  of  this  brief  sketch. 

Fred  A.  Graves,  son  of  John  and  Julia 
Graves,  was  born  in  Walton  county,  Geor- 
gia, IMay  17,  1847.  His  parents  coming  to 
this  State  five  years  later,  his  childhood  and 
early  youth  were  passed  in  Washington 
county,  where  they  first  settled,  and  in  Milam 
county,  to  which  they  moved  five  years  later. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen — 1862 — he  entered  the 
Confederate  army,  eidisting  in  the  Fourth 
Texas  cavalry,  Sibley’s  brigade,  with  which 
he  served  in  Texas,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
taking  part  in  all  the  engagements  in  which 
his) command  participated,  being  in  active 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  When  hos- 
tilities had  ceased  he  returned  home;  worked 
awhile  on  his  father’s  farm;  attended  school 
one  session,  and  then  took  work  in  the  stock 
business  at  $15  per  month.  He  was  so  em- 
ployed, receiving  an  increase  of  wages  from 
time  to  time  and  investing  his  earnings  in 
land  and  stock,  until  1871,  at  which  date  he 
married  and  began  farming  and  stock-raising 
on  a small  scale  for  himself.  He  prospered 
steadily  from  the  beginning,  and  at  this  writ- 
ing, 1893,  he  owns  three  different  farms,  ag- 
sxreo-atine:  5,300  acres,  900  of  which  is  in 
cidtivati(ui  and  yielding  in  accordance  with 
the  well-known  productiveness  of  the  black, 
waxy  belt  in  which  it  lies.  Mr.  Graves  farms 
largely  by  tenants,  foi' whom  be  has  inaJe  full 
provision,  and  with  whom  he  gets  along  most 
satisfactoi'ily.  He  runs  in  connection  with 
his  farming  oj)eratioiis  and  for  neighborhood 
patronage,  a large  steam  gin,  which  is  kept 
luisy  during  tlui  ginning  season.  He  is  also 
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cMiuage<l  extensively  In  tlie  stock  business, 
and  lias  Iieen  for  a nnniber  of  years,  Inlying, 
feeding  and  marketing,  from  SOU  to  l,ri00 
liead  of  cattle  annnally.  lie  is  a stockholder 
in  tlie  oil  mill  at  Rockdale,  and  is  always 
ready  to  invest  liis  money  in  any  local  enter- 
prise that  promises  legitimate  private  returns 
or  permanent  public  good.  The  educational, 
religious  and  moral  interests  of  the  comnur 
nity  find  in  him  a particularly  warm  sup- 
porter, it  being  well  understood  that  his  name 
stands  pledged  at  all  times  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  these,  lie  and  his  brothers,  Thomas 
II.  and  G eorge  S.,  have  donated  the  land  and 
erected  a school  buildincr  in  their  neio'hbor- 
hood,  where  a good  school  is  conducted  nine 
months  in  the  year.  He  also  gave  to  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  of  which  he  is  a zealous  mem- 
ber, ten  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  erected 
sheds  and  other  equipments  necessary  for 
holding  meetings,  and  where  meetings  are 
held  for  several  weeks  in  each  year,  resulting 
in  much  good  to  the  people  of  that  vicinity. 

As  stated  above,  Mr,  Graves  married  in 
1871,  the  lady  on  whom  his  choice  fell  for  a 
companion  being  Miss  Alice  Shinault,  a 
daughter  of  J.  L.  and  Penelope  W.  Shinault, 
of  Mississippi,  in  which  State  Mrs.  Graves 
was  born  February  26,  1853,  and  there  reared. 
Her  father  died  in  that  State  in  1855,  and 
her  widowed  mother  moved  to  Texas  in  1871, 
settling  in  Milam  county,  where  she  died  in 
1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Gra  ves  have  had  born 
to  them  four  children,  as  follows:  Preston  S., 
born  October  10,  1872;  Fred  11.,  born  April 
8,  1884;  Rufus  W.,  born  August  6,  1886; 
and  Alice  E.,  born  J iily  18, 1891.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  he  alliliates  in  politics  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party. 

Mr.  Graves  has  been  I'cmarkably  successful 
in  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years.  lie  came 
30 


out  of  the-  war  without  a dollar,  and  having 
mitered  it  betbi'e  he  had  received  even  the  ni- 
diments  of  an  education,  his  start  was  made 
under  the  most  adverse  circumstances.  He 
has  succeeded  by  merit,  by  industry,  economy 
and  method. 

Mr.  G raves’  ancesti'al  history  will  be  found 
in  the  sketch  of  his  brother,  Thomas  II., 
which  appears  eli-ewhere  in  this  volume. 


CAPTAIN  JAMES  A.  RUMSEY,  a 
farmer  of  Williamson  county,  was  born 
' — in  Preston  county.  West  Virginia,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1834,  a son  of  George  and  Eliza- 
beth (Sterling)  Rumsey.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  James  Rumsey,  was 
born  in  Ireland,  but  came  to  America  when 
a young  man,  locating  at  Shepherdstown, 
Virginia.  George  Rumsey  was  born  in  that 
city,  studied  medicine  under  Dr.  McLane, and 
was  a physician  and  local  Methodist  Episco- 
pal minister  for  sixty  years.  He  moved  to 
Goshen,  Indiana,  , in  1834,  where  he  was  4 
leading  politiciq.n ; in  1848  removed  to  Ar- 
kansas, and  in  1851  came  to  Williamson 
county,  Texa-^,  where  he  was  the  pioneer  phy- 
sician. His  death  occurred  in  June,  1889, 
at  the  age  of  eighty- four  years.  His  wife 
departed  this  life  many  years  before  that 
time.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, viz.:  W.  M,  deceased  in  Caldwell 

county,  Texas;  Joseph  A.,  a merchant  of 
Middleport.  Ohio;  Mary,  deceased  in  Rob- 
ertson county,  Texas,  was  the  wife  of  James 
Rice,  a Methodist  minister;  James  A.,  our 
subject;  A.  M.,  a farmer  and  florist  of  Aus- 
tin ; and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  John  McCarty, 
of  Purnet  county,  Texas. 

James  A.  Rumsey,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  came  to  Texas  in  1853,  locating  near 
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where  lie  now  lives,  and  the  family  were  the 
first  to  locate  in  this  neighborhood,  lie  was 
fir&t  employed  on  the  State  capitol  Imilding.s 
at  Austin  seven  months,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising  in  this 
county.  His  father  had  the  first  and  lanrest 
farm  in  the  Salado  valley,  100  acres  of  which 
was  cultivated,  and  our  subject  remained  on 
that  place  until  the  opening  of  the  late  war. 
In.  1801  he  entered  the  first  enrolled  company 
of  State  troops  for  drill  purpose,  of  which  he 
was  elected  Captain,  but  in  1802  resigned 
that  position  and  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  A,  Thirtieth  Te.xas  Cavalry,  and 
served  the  two  last  years  of  the  war  as  Brevet 
Captain  of  that  company.  Mr.  Rumsey  was 
a member  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, served  in  Arkansas  and  the  Indian 
Territory,  was  in  many  hard-fought  battles, 
and  was  never  absent  from  duty.  At  the 
close  of  the  struggle  the  regiment  had  fallen 
back  to  Robertson  county,  where  they  dis- 
banded. Mr.  Rumsey  still  resides  on  a por- 
tion of  the  same  tract  on  which  he  first  set- 
tled, and  now  owns  about  500  acres,  260 
acres  of  which  is  cultivated.  He  has  four 
tenement  houses  on  his  place,  and  is  engaged 
in  general  farming.  Since  residing  in  AVill- 
iamson  county,  our  subject  has  followed  car- 
pentering, and  has  also  done  most  of  the  sur- 
veying  in  this  part  of  the  country  for  the 
past  eighteen  years.  He  has  always  taken 
a leading  part  in  Democratic  politics,  and  in 
1878  was  elected  a member  of  the  si.xteenth 
Legislature.  During  his  term  in  that  posi- 
tion he  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee 
on  buildings  and  grounds,  and  assisted  in 
forming  the  plans  for  the  new  capitol.  lie 
has  also  held  many  other  offices. 

Mr.  Rumsey  was  married  August  5,  1855, 
to  iMiss  .lane  Berry,  who  was  born  in  Burle- 
tion  county,  Texas,  ( fctolier  22,  1831*,  a 


daughter  of  .John  Berry,  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky, a soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  war, 
who  settled  in  this  State  before  the  Te.xas 
levolution.  To  this  union  were  born  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  years  of 
maturity,  viz.:  Anna  A.,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  John  Riggs,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren; Mary  E.,  who  was  first  married  to 
AV^illiam  Biles,  and  they  have  one  living 
cliild,  and  she  is  now  the  wife  of  .Joseph 
Welch,  of'Enumclaw,  Washington;  Sally  B., 
wife  of  John  Pruitt,  a farmer  of  Milam 
county;  Fanny  A.  the  next  in  onlerof  birth; 
Lethia  A.,  wife  of  James  Blackwell,  a farmer 
of  Milam  county;  George  E.,  engaged  in 
ao-ricultural  pursuits  in  this  county;  Emza,  a 
I'armer  of  Milam  county;  and  John,  at  home. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1883,  having 
been  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcojial  Church.  In  October,  1887,  Mr. 
Rumsey  married  Mrs.  Huldah  E.  White,  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  but  reared  in  Louisiana. 
She  has  one  daughter  by  her  former  mar- 
riacre,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Hair. 
Mrs.  Rumsey  is.  a daughter  of  AVilliam 
Baker,  a native  of  Tennessee.  Socially,  Mr. 
Rumsey  affiliates  with  the  Masonic  order, 
and  religiously  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


OBERT  II.  HICKS.— The  subject  of 
sketch  is  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Scarbrough  & Hicks,  mer- 
chants  of  Rockdale  and  Austin.  Mr. 
Hicks  is  a native  Texan.  His  parents,  A. 
W.  and  E.  M.  Hicks,  came  to  Texas  in  18J5 
and  settled  in  Lavaca  county,  where  Robert 
11.  was  born  and  reared.  His  boyhood  was 
passed  on  the  farm  and  ranch  and  was  occu- 
pied with  labors  aud  sports  suitalile  to  his 
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age.  The  free,  opeii-aii'  life  wliicli  he  enjoyed 
gave  him  a vigoi-ous  development  and  insured 
him  a splendid  physique  well  calculated  to 
withstand  the  strain  of  the  active  business 
career  which  he  has  since  led.  His  educa- 
tional advantages  were  limited,  being  only 
such  as  were  afforded  by  the  poorly-taught 
local  schools  of  the  day.  But  he  was  a shrewd 
observer  and  possessed  a bright,  receptive 
mind,  and  gathered  from  observation  a fund 
of  practical  information  which  has  since  been 
of  great  value  to  him  in  the  dealings  of  daily 
life. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  when  the  Civil 
war  had  closed,  and  his  family,  like  so  many 
others  throughout  the  South,  was  left  with- 
out subsistence,  young  Hicks  began  his  life- 
work  in  earnest,  supporting  not  only  him- 
self, but  helping  to  provide  for  a family  of 
younger  brothers  and  sisters.  The  cattle 
business  being  the  only  industry  that  then 
gave  much  hope  of  substantial  returns  he 
gave  his  attention  to  this  and  was  engaged  in 
it  for  about  five  years.  In  1875  he  gave  up 
these  pursuits  and  located'  at  Bockdale,  theti 
but  recently  started.  Here  he  became  book- 
keeper in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  H. 
P.  Plale  & Company.  In  January,  1883,  af- 
ter the  death  of  General  Hale,  he  took  an  in- 
terest in  the  business,  the  firm  becoming 
Scarbrough  & Hicks,  and  for  ten  years  past 
he  has  devoted  his  time  and  attention  solely 
to  the  interests  of  this  house.  Since  1889, 
the  date  of  Mr.  Scarbrough’s  removal  to  Aus- 
tin, Mr.  Hicks  has  had  personal  charge  of  the 
business. 

T1  us  house  is  well  known  throiurhout  cen- 
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tral  Te.xas,  being  one  of  the  largest  and  finan- 
cially the  most  solid  establishments  in  this 
section  of  the  State.  The  firm  employs  twenty 
clerks,  uses  both  the  cash  and  credit  system 
and  does  an  annual  business  of  S~50,000.  A 


reputation  for  honest  dealing,  for  goods  of 
the  best  quality  at  the  lowest  living  jndces, 
for  courteous  clerks  able  to  converse  with 
buyers  in  any  local  vernacular,  backed  by 
ample  means,  vigorous  brains,  keen  business 
forsifjht,  tact  and  irood  management  have 
made  the  mercantile  house  of  Scarbrough  & 
Hicks  what  it  is.  The  linn  annually  handle  a 
large  amount  af  cotton  and  are  leadiim  stock- 
holders  in  every  progressive  enter{)rise. 

Mr.  Hicks’  name  always  heads  every  list 
gotten  up  for  charitable  jmrposes.  If  the 
cause  is  worthy  he  does  not  seek  to  know  its 
creed  but  donates  liberally  and  substantially 
as  becomes  one  of  his  position  and  means. 
He  has  been  a Trustee  of  the  Rockdale  pub- 
lic schools  since  the  date  of  their  organizatiqn 
and  he  has  taken  an  interest  in  them  second 
only  to  that  which  he  has  taken  in  his  own 
personal  matters.  He  is  an  upright  member 
in  and  oflicer  of  the  Baptist  Church,  giving 
it  the  warmest  irioral  and  finauciql  support. 

In  1879  Mr.  Hicks  married  Miss  Maggjo 
Hall,  daughter  of  John  Hall,  deceased.  Miss 
Hall  established  and  taught  successfully  fqr 
five  years  before  her  marriage  the  fii'st  per- 
manent school  in  Rockdale.  Intellectually 
her  husband’s  equal,  her  finer  qualities  a foil 
to  his  more  sturdy  traits,  the  union  has  been 
one  of  unusual  happiness  that  charms  and 
cheers  all  who  come  under  its  benitrn  influ- 
ence.  Three  bright,  intelligent  children 
bless  their  home. 


C.  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  industrious 
and  thrifty  Swedish- Americans  of 
Williamson  county,  Texas,  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  article.  He  resides  on  a 
fann  four  miles  west  of  Taylor.  His  advent 
to  the  county  dates  Jauuaiy  15,  1878,  at 
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which  time  he  located  on  his  present  farm, 
haviiia  |)urchased  it  tlie  preceding  Febrnai'y. 
JS'ovemlier  22,  1872,  he  first  beheld  Texas 
territory,  Denison  and  Rhermau  being  his 
olijective  points  on  first  coming,  lie  was 
there  eimaojed  in  railroad  work  for  several 
months,  and  was  similarly  employed  at  vari- 
ous other  points  in  the  State  until  1S77, 
workincT  durino-  that  time  for  the  Transcon- 
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tinental,  the  Southern  Pacific  and  the  Inter- 
national & Great  Northern.  Durintr  the 
wintei'  of  1877  Mr.  Johnson  was  employed 
by  AV.  AVhipple  near  Austin.  Having  prac- 
ticed tbe  strictest  economy  all  these  years, 
our  subject  was  enabled  to  save  from  his 
small  earnings  sufficient  money  with  which 
to  buy  him  a home.  In  looking  about  for  a 
location  he  chose  AVilliamson  county,  and  cast 
his  lot  with  her  j)eople.  lie  bought  131 
acres,  and  is  now  cultivating  about  one-half 
of  it.  He  lias  it  well  improved,  and  has, 
besides  his  farming  interest,  a surplus  of 
stock,  both  cattle  and  mules,  and  of  the  latter 
probably  the  finest  span  to  be  found  in  the 
State. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Sweden,  Sandszo, 
Saken  district,  Yonkoping  Land  State,  Sep- 
tember 22,  18J5,  son  of  John  and  Annie 
(Gowen)  Larson.  His  father  was  a fisher- 
man. Besides  our  subject,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Larson  had  the  following  children:  An  in- 
fant. deceased;  John  August,  of  Henry  coun- 
ty, Missouri;  Charlotte  Mary;  Johanna 
Christina;  Gustava  Louisa,  the  wife  of  Peter 
M.  Johnson;  and  Claus  Otto,  deceased. 

November  22,  1871,  Mr.  Johnson  em- 
barked at  Gottenberg,  Sweden,  via  Hull  and 
Liverpool,  on  the  Natirinal  Line  steamer 
Egypt  for  New  York.  Proceeding  to  Chi- 
cago, he  was  engaged  two  months  as  a iuaso:i, 
hidping  to  rebuild  the  city  so  recently  <le- 
stroyed  by  fire.  He  then  went  to  his  bi-other's 


in  Missouri,  I'emainino  there  until  Mai'ch  0, 
1872,  when  he  was  employed  on  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  it  Texas  Railroad,  between  Boone- 
ville  and  Redalia.  Si.x  months  later  he  went 
to  Pai'sons,  Kansas,  whence  about  three  weeks 
later  ho  came  to  Texas,  landing  in  Denison 
and  Sherman  as  before  stated. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  in  Austin, 
Texas,  March  2,  1878,  to  Anna  Matilda 
Carlson,  the  oldest  of  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Mary,  Carl,  Lizzie, 
Augusta  and  Gustave.  The  wife  of  our  sub- 
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ject  vvas  born  in  the  district  of  Rkede,  State 
of  Yonkoping  Land,  Sweden,  February  18, 
1844.  She  left  her  native  laud  in  1875,  set- 
ting sail  from  Gottenberg  on  the  loth  of 
September  in  that  year,  and  arriving  at  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  on  the  15th  of  October  fol- 
lowing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  three  children : 
Albert  Cornelius,  horn  October  17,  1881; 
Alice  Matilda,  born  January  14,  1883;  and 
Ellen  Constance,  born  July  29,  1884.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


JOHN  C.  BAHNETT,  merchant,  cotton 
factor  and  one  of  the  men  whose  enter- 
prise has  helped  to  make  the  town  of 
Lyons,  Burleson  county,  was  born  in  Lafay- 
ette county,  Missouri,  June  15,  1842.  He 
is  one  of  a family  of  nine  children  born  to 
Josiah  and  Elizabeth  M.  Barnett,  who  were 
natives,  the  father  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland, 
and  the  mother  of  AVaverly,  Missouri.  On 
his  father’s  side  Mr.  Barnett  comes  of  Ger- 
man ancestry,  the  first  settler  of  his  name  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  being  his  great- 
orandfatheix  a native  German  who  came  to 
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America  some  time  during  the  latter  part  of 
tlui  last  centui'v  and  settled  in  Maryland. 
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TlitM'c,  ill  Hagerstown,  John  ijarnett,  tlie 
father  of  -losiah  and  the  trramliatlier  of  John 
C.  of  this  articde,  was  born,  lie  married 
Sarah  Price,  a native  of  that  place,  and  a 
sister  of  Judge  William  Price,  who  was  for 
many  years  a distinguished  jurist  of  Palti- 
more,  and  by  this  marriage  had  a number  of 
children,  live  of  whom  were  sons,  AVilliam, 
Arthur,  Washington,  John  and  Josiah,  three 
of  whom  at  a later  date  became  citizens  of 
Texas.  Josiah  Barnett  went  when  u young 
man  from  Maryland  to  i\[issoiiri,  whei'e  he 
met  and  married  Elizabeth  M.  Clark,  and 
subsequently  moved  to  this  State,  settling  in 
185G  at  Lockhart,  in  Caldwell  county,  lie 
died  at  Brenham  in  1807,  during  the  yellow 
fever  epidemic,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of 
his  age. 

Mr.  Barnett’s  maternal  ancestors  came  or- 
iginally from  Virginia  and  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri.  Ilis  moth- 
er belonged  to  the  distinguished  Clark  family 
of  these  two  States,  the  most  conspicuous 
members  of  which  were  Governor  Clark,  of 
Kentucky,  and  John  B.  Clark,  Sr.,  and  John 
B.  Clark,  Jr.,  of  Missouri,  both  representa- 
tives in  Congress  from  Missouri  and  promi- 
nent in  State  politics  for  many  years.  She 
was  also  a relative  of  Governor  Trigg,  of 
Kentucky:  she  survived  her  husband  a num- 
ber of  years,  dying  at  Lyons  in  1883,  near 
the  si.xtieth  year  of  her  age. 

Josiah  and  Elizabeth  M.  Barnett  had  nine 
children,  three  of  whom,  two  daughters  and 
a son,  died  young  and  were  buried  at  the  old 
Mount  Hope  Presbyterian  Church  in  Lafay- 
ette county,  Missouri,  before  the  family’s 
removal  to  Texas.  The  others  are:  John 
Clark,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  William 
S.,  a resident  of  Caldwell.  Burleson  co:inty; 
Bennett  II.,  who  was  drowned  in  the  Noda- 
way river,  northwest  Missouri,  while  on  a i 


visit  there  in  1803,  being  then  in  his  twenty- 
first  year;  George  ^C.,  who  died  of  yellow 
fever  at  Brenham  in  1807;  Hugh  C.,  a resi- 
dent of  Lampasas,  this  State;  and  Arthur, 
who  lives  at  Lyons.  Burleson  county. 

The  eldest  of  this  family,  John  C.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  in  his  fourteenth 
year  when  his  p'arents  moved  to  Texas.  His 
youth  was  spent  on  the  farm  in  Caldw’ell 
county.  He  received  only  a fair  common- 
school  education.  In  the  s{)ring  of  1801  he 
entered  the  Confederate  anny,  enlisting  in 
Company  B.  Twenty’-fifth  Texas  Cavalry 
(Debray’s  old  regiment),  with  which  he  be- 
gan active  service  along  the  coast  in  this 
State.  lie  was  in  the  battle  of  Galveston,  and 
later  the  engatrements  on  Red  river, — Mans- 
field,  Pleasant  Hill, Yellow  Bayou  and  Jenkins’ 
Ferry.  AVith  the  exception  of  a slight  wound 
received  at  Pleasant  Hill,  he  passed  through 
the  term  of  his  service  without  injury,  was 
never  captured,  and  surrendered  with  his 
regiment  at  Houston,  May  25,  1805. 

His  father  having  moved  to  Brenham  dur- 
ing  the  war,  Mr.  Barnett  went  to  that  place 
and  immediately  turned  his  attention  to  the 
pursuits  of  peace,  taking  employment  in  the 
cattle  business,  which  he  followed  for  about 
three  years  from  that  date.  Those  were  the 
days  when  the  cattle  industry  in  Texas  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  most  enterprising 
citizens  of  the  State  and  absorbed  most  of 
its  capital.  Mr.  Barnett  drove  north  to  Ne- 
braska and  Kansas  and  east  to  tbe  then  great 
cattle  markets  of  Shreveport  and  New  Or- 
leans, and  led  the  active,  varied  and  interest- 
ing life  of  the  “ cow  man,”  as  he  has  since 
been  pictured  in  the  literature  of  the  period. 

In  1808  he  began  the  mercantile  business, 
taking  charge  of  a business  at  Long  Point, 
the  firm  being  Craig  & Barnett,  which  asso- 
ciation continued  there  until  the  fall  of  1880. 
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In  October  of  that  year,  when  it  became 
known  that  a town  would  he  established  on 
the  Gnlf,  Colorado  & Santa  Fe  Railway, 
then  under  construction  at  or  near  where 
Lyons  now  stands,  Mr.  Barnett  came  to  this 
place  and  opened  a stock  of  goods  for  Pam- 
pell  & Harrison,  of  Brenham,  thus  becoming 
the  first  merchant  of  the  town.  In  fact  he 
settled  here  before  there  was  any  town,  the 
town  site  not  being  surveyed  until  the  De- 
cember after  he  located.  For  two  years  he 
managed  the  business  of  his  old  employers, 
built  up  a large  establishment  for  them,  and 
then  bought  them  out,  and  became  inter- 
ested also  in  farming  and  in  the  cotton  busi- 
ness, having  been  for  a number  of  years  the 
principal  cotton-buyer  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Barnett  has  always  been  regarded  as 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  Lyons,  and 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  everything 
relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  place.  He  is 
well  known  throughout  this  entire  section, 
having  for  twenty-eight  years  handled  cattle, 
merchandise  and  cotton  in  the  northern  part 
of  Washington  county  and  the  southern  part 
of  Burleson,  among  the  people  of  which  lo- 
cality bis  standing  is  of  the  best  and  his 
ability  as  a business  man  universally  recog- 
nized. He  has  taken  -but  little  interest  in 
politics,  and  has  never  held  any  office.  He 
affiliates  with  the  Democrats  and  gives  an 
earnest  and  active  support  to  the  nominees 
of  the  party,  but  has  never  yet  asked  for 
himself  the  suffrages  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Barnett  married  Miss  Mary  Catherine 
Clark  at  Long  Point,  Washington  county,  in 
November,  1871,  Mrs.  Barnett  being  a na- 
tive of  Tennessee  and  an  orphan  girl.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Barnett  have  liad  eleven  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  livincr,  these  beincj’ 
Josiah  Clark,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Bennett 
Henry,  Malcom  Scott,  John  Arthur,  Winnie 


Davis,  Frank  Roberts,  and  (''atherine  Ruth. 

i\Ir.  Barnett  was  made  a Mason  in  1809, 
since  wdiich  time  he  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  order.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  The  religious  con- 
nection of  his  antecedents  was  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  toward  which  he  loans  in 
belief. 

Y 11  1\ILLIAM  H.  JENKINS.~The  States 
V/AV/  American  Union  where  family 

^ ^ influence  and  the  potency  of  family 
names  have  been  most  felt,  are  undoubtedly 
Virjrinia  and  South  Carolina:  and  from  these 
two  States  have  come  some  of  the  brightest 
intellects,  some  of  the  bravest  and  worthiest 
men  that  have  ever  figured  in  the  history  of 
this  country.  Texas  which  drew  in  her  early 
days  from  all  the  older  communities  for  her 
citizenship,  has  had  to  make  frequent  ac- 
knowledgment to  the  States  here  named. 

To  South  Carolina  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
traces  his  ancestry  on  his  father’s  side,  and  to 
Virginia  his  descent  on  his  mother’s  side. 
The  Jenkins  were  among  the  first  settlers  of 
South  Carolina.  They  figured  in  the  early 
wars,  and  as  far  as  is  known,  they  were  brave 
soldiers  and  discharged  their  duties  \vell. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  William  H.  Jen- 
kins and  a son  fell  at  the  battle  of  King’s 
Mountain,  one  of  the  decisive  engagements 
of  the  Revolutionary  period,  while  still  oth- 
ers of  his  progenitors,  William  and  Henry 
Robertson,  were  soldiers  in  the  colonial  war 
for  independence  and  fought  under  Washing- 
ton. His  paternal  grandparents,  Jesse  and 
Nancy  Jenkins,  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Tennessee,  moving  there  about  the  first 
decade  of  this  century,  where  the  grandfather 
was  for  many  years  engaged  as  a surveyor 
and  was  prominent  in  local  land  matters. 
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Oil  hid  mother’d  side  Mr.  Jenkins’  people  | 
came  from  Virginia.  Ills  cri-;indfather,  Hern- 
don  Green,  was  born  in  \'^irginia,  and  for 
many  years  was  a resident  of  Tennessee,  be 
ing  a member  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most 
prominent  families  of  that  State.  His  brother, 
Judcre  Nathan  Green,  was  a distincruished 
jurist  and  a legal  educator,  and  in  addition  to 
having  served  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  that  State,  probably  prepared  more 
young  men  for  the  profession  of  the  law  than 
any  other  man  of  his  day  and  generation  in 
the  Southwest.  He  was  the  father  of  tli3  la- 
mented General  Tom  Green,  who  was  long 
prominent  in  Te.\as  history.  Herndon  Green 
was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  a planter  of  j 
wealth  and  a man  of  sterling  character. 

James  N.  Jenkins,  the  father  of  William 
H.  of  this  article  was  born  in  Winnsboro, 
South  Carolina,  but  was  reared  in  middle 
Tennessee,  whither  his  parents  moved  during 
his  childhood.  He  married  Susan  A.  Green 
of  Franklin  county,  Tennessee,  about  1837, 
and  eleven  years  later  in  1848,  died  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-six.  His  widow  and  three 
sons,  William  H.,  Jesse  T.  and  Alpheus  G., 
were  taken  into  the  family  of  Mrs.  Jenkins’ 
father,  by  whom  they  were  brought  at  a later 
date  to  Texas.  It  was  in  1854  that  the  first 
move  was  made  by  Herndon  Green  to  estab- 
lish himself  on  Texas  soil.  He  came  out 
that  year  at  the  head  of  a party  made  up  of 
himself,  his  son  Stephen  T.  and  his  three 
grandsons,  the  Jenkins  brothers,  with  about 
thirty  slaves,  and  he  stopped  for  about  one 
year  at  LaGrange.  In  1855  he  moved  to 
Burleson  county,  where  he  purchased  land 
and  settled.  The  same  year  the  remainder  of 
the  family  was  brought  out,  and  a plantation 
opened  where  he  located  about  two  miles 
north  of  Caldwell.  There  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  in  1878,  at  the  age 


of  eighty-eight.  Mi’s.  Jenkins  tiled  in  this 
county  about  ten  years  later,  aged  seventy- 
two.  Jesse  T.  Jenkins  died  here  in  1881, 
from  the  effects  of  disease  contracted  in  the 
Confederate  army  during  the  late  war.  Will- 
iam II.  and  Alpheus  G.  are  still  residents  of 
the  county. 

William  II.  Jenkins  was  born  at  Win- 
chester, Tennessee,  March  31,  1838.  He  was 
sixteen  when  he  was  brought  to  Texas.  After 
three  or  four  years  spent  in  this  county,  he 
was  sent  on  account  of  ill  health  in  1859,  to 
southwest  Texas,  where  he  secured  a position 
as  clerk  in  the  mercantile  house  of  Ulrich  & 
Jones,  of  San  Antonio.  In  1860,  he  went  in 
the  interest  of  his  employers  to  Parras,  Mex- 
ico, where  they  had  a branch  establishment, 
and  was  there  in  their  employ  when  the  late 
war  opened.  He  returned  to  Texas  at  the 
opening  of  hostilities,  and  offered  himself  for 
servdee  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  was  ac- 
cepted and  put  on  frontier  duty  under  Gen- 
eral Henry  McCulloch,  and  spent  the  first 
eight  mouths  of  the  war  in  service  against 
the  Comanche  Indians  along  the  Pecos, 
Heuces,  liio  Grande,  and  the  head  waters  of 
the  Colorado  river.  He  then  returned  to  cen- 
tral Texas,  and  in  October,  1861,  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Eighth  Texas  Cavalry  (Terry’s 
Rangers),  with  which  he  went  at  once  to  the 
forces  operating  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 
Beginning  with  the  engagments  at  Woodson- 
ville,  Kentucky,  where  General  Terry  fell,  he 
was  in  the  service  continuously  until  the  sur- 
render, taking  part  in  all  the  campaigns  and 
engagements  in  which  his  command  partici- 
pated, the  last  being  the  fight  on  Haw  river, 
near  Guilford  Court  House,  North  Carolina, 
on  April  14,  1865.  He  entered  the  service 
as  a private;  was  later  made  Comtnissary  upon 
petition  of  his  regiment,  and  served  as  Com- 
missary during  the  greater  part  of  the  war. 
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doing  duty  also  as  a private  in  ranks. 

When  the  war  was  over  Mr.  Jenkins  i-e- 
tiirned  to  Texas,  leaching  his  'lioine  in  Bm-le- 
son  county  on  July  5,  1865.  Accepting  tlie 
results  of  the  war  in  good  faith,  he  turned 
liis  attention  at  once  to  the  problems  of  peace. 
Ills  first  move  was  to  purchase  a tract  of  200 
acres  of  land  on  the  Hrazos  bottoms,  on  which 
he  began  farming.  In  1866  he  married  Miss 
Mary  R.  Lipscomb,  and  extending  his  farm- 
ing operations,  in  which  he  met  with  good 
success,  he  purchased  other  land  which  he 
0])eiied  to  cultivation.  For  seventeen  years 
he  pursued  actively  and  energetically  hisagri- 
cultural  enterprises  until  1882,  when  he 
moved  to  Caldwell,  where  a year  later  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business.  In  1884,  his 
brother  Alpheus  G.  became  interested  with 
him  in  this,  under  the  firm  name  of  Jenkins  & 
Jenkins,  and  the  business  has  been  conducted 
in  their  joint  name  since.  Mr.  Jenkins  is 
also  president  of  the  Caldw'ell  Cotton  Oil 
Mill  Company,  which  he  helped  to  organize 
in  1890,  and  has  other  local  interests.  Ilis 
career  has  been  that  of  a business  man  strict- 
ly; he  never  sought  any  office,  and  has  held 
only  a few  minor  official  preferments,  such 
as  have  been  placed  upon  him  by  his  fellow- 
citizens.  He  has  met  with  good  success  as  a 
business  man,  which  may  be  attributed  to 
those  qualities  which  always  win  under  favor- 
able conditions:  industry,  economy  and  meth- 
od. He  has  made  it  a rule  throughout  life 
to  have  but  one  business  at  a time,  and  to 
give  that  close  and  undivided  attention. 
Knowing  the  value  of  promptness  in  discharg- 
ing one’s  obligations,  he  has  endeavored  to 
observe  a strict  compliance  with  every  prom- 
ise, whether  verbal  or  written.  He  was  made 
a Mason  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  at  Athens, 
Georgia,  under  a dispensation  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  c)f  Texas,  and  has  been  an  active 


and  zealous  member  of  the  order  ever  since, 
lie  is  a member  of  the  Missionary  Hajitist 
Church,  and  has  raised  his  family'  of  five 
children  under  church  influences.  These  are: 
EdwfU'dG.;  Susan  A.,  wife  of  E.  11.  Bar- 
neft;  Mary  B.,  Jessie  B.  and  Winnie  S. — all 
educated  at  Baylor  College. 


I W.  ATKINSON,  of  Williamson  coun- 
ty, Texas,  is  a member  of  one  of  the 
oldest  families  in  America.  Aseaidyas 
the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  the 
Atkinsons  resided  in  North  Carolina,  and  our 
subject  now  has  in  his  possession  a copy  of  a 
w’ill  given  in  1760,  by  his  gi-eat-grandfather, 
Richard  Washington,  and  also  one  given  by 
his  great-grandfather,  Samuel  Atkinson,  Sr., 
in  1762,  in  which  year  he  died.  J.  W.  At- 
kinson’s grandmother,  Sarah  Washington, 
was  a second  cousin  of  George  Washington; 
she  was  the  wife  of  Samuel  Atkinson,  Jr. 
The  family  continued  to  reside  in  North  Car- 
olina until  1797,  when  Samuel  Atkinson,  Jr., 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  died,  and  his 
widow'  and  family  then  moved  to  Geor- 
gia. After  her  death  her  descendants 
scattered  through  several  States.  Samuel 
W.  Atkinson,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  1797, 
about  the  time  of  the  death  of  hisfatlier.  The 
mother  then  moved  to  Geoi-gia,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood.  In  Moi'gan  county, 
that  State,  October  28,  1818,  he  married 
Nancy  Jordan,  and  they  then  lived  in  Frank- 
lin county  until  1838,  in  that  year  moved  to 
Rontatoc  county,  ]\Iississippi,  and  in  1850 
came  to  Texas,  locating  on  the  Colorado  river 
at  Webl)ei-ville,  eighteen  miles  fi-om  Austin. 
The  mother  died  there  June  3,  1871,  aged 
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eighty  years,  and  the  father  then  made  Ids 
home  with  our  sul)joct  utitil  his  deatli,  winch 
occurred  July  27,  1872.  He  was  a hatter  by 
trade,  also  taught  school  many  years,  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  the 
Masonic  order,  and  was  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views. 

J.  W.  Athinson,  the  only  survivor  of  his 
parents’  seven  children,  was  born  in  Franklin 
county,  Georgia,  September  10,  1829.  In 
1849  he  came  to  Te.xas,  and,  after  a short  stop 
at  Webberville,  Travis  county,  located  in 
Williamson  county,  and  has  lived  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Florence  since  1851.  During  the 
first  five  years  after  locating  in  this  State  he 
was  engaged  in  farming,  but  in  1856  em- 
barked in  merchandising  at  Florence.  After 
continuing  that  occupation  thirty-two  years, 
Mr.  Atkinson  retired  from  business.  He 
owns  1,500  acres  of  agricultural  land,  500 
acres  of  which  is  under  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation and  the  balance  pasture. 

In  Tippah  county,  Mississippi,  September 
20,  1849,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  our  sub- 
ject was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  M. 
Stanley.  The  Stanley  family  first  lived  in 
South  Carolina,  afterward  in  Tennessee,  next 
in  Mississippi,  and  then  came  to  Texas.  The 
father  of  Mrs.  Atkinson  now  lives  in  Lam- 
pasas county,  this  State,  being  eighty-seven 
years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Atkinson  have 
had  thirteen  children,  viz.:  John  W.,  a mer- 
chant of  Florence;  William  H.,  a physician 
of  Killen,  Bell  county;  Cordelia^  wife  of  A. 
J.  Hoover,  a farmer  and  stockman  also  of  that 
city;  Benjamin  F.,  a farmer  near  Florence; 
George  C.,  a druggist  of  Florence;  Emily  E., 
wife  of  L.  G.  Babo,  a merchant  of  Florence; 
Lucy  P.,  wife  of  John  M.  Stryhorn,  a physi- 
cian of  Bartlett,  Texas;  Lulu,  deceased; 
James  F.,  a druggist  of  Florence;  Mattie  E., 
wife  of  W.  F.  Casey,  a merchant  of  George- 


town; Ozias,  a physician  of  Floretice;  May, 
deceased;  and  Isadorc,  at  home. 

In  liis  political  views,  Mr.  Atkinson  sup- 
ports the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party, 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  has  served  as 
Worshipful  Master  iu  the  Masonic  order; 
j was  formerly  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
j order,  and  is  a Deacon  in  the  Missionary 
j Baptist  Church.  He  came  to  this  State  be- 
fore Florence  was  started,  has  been  a potent 
factor  in  its  development,  and  has  gained  the 
reputation  of  being  a conservative  and  safe 
business  man.  He  has  always  been  foremost 
in  eveiy  good  w'ork  in  his  community. 

T[AMES  HENRY  FAUBION,  a promi- 
kJ  nent  business  man  of  Williamson  coun- 
ty,  is  a son  of  T.  A.  and  Margaret 
(McSween)  Faubion.  The  great-grandfather 
of  our  subject  was  a native  of  Holland,  but 
located  in  Pennsylvania  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  He  afterward  located  on  what 
was  then  known  as  the  territory  of  Franklin, 
in  Tennessee,  and  the  family  lived  in  Cocke 
county  until  just  before  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  war,  when  they  settled  in  different  parts 
of  the  country.  The  father  of  our  subject 
was  born,  reared  and  married  in  that  county, 
and  remained  there  until  1865,  when  he  lo- 
cated in  Milam  county,  Texas.  He  now  re- 
sides near  Marble  Falls,  Burnet  county,  and 
is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  While 
residing  in  Tennessee  he  followed  merchan- 
dising. Fie  is  a staunch  Detnocrat,  and  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and  came  to 
America  about  1820,  locating  in  Tennes- 
I see.  He  raised  his  family  in  Cocke  county. 
I Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  A.  Faubion  were  the  parents 
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of  eiglit  children,  namely:  James  Henry,  the 
subject  of  this  biography;  William,  of  Ter- 
rell. Texas;  Sophronia,  wife  of  J.  F.  Pangle, 
Tax  Collector  of  Burnet  county;  Samuel  H., 
Joseph  and  Alexander,  of  Marble  Falls,  Texas; 
Sallie,  wife  of  J.  B.  Pangle,  of  Burnet  coun- 
ty; and  Fred,  also  a resident  of  that  county. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1885. 

James  H.  Faubion  was  born  in  Newport, 
Cocke  county,  Tennessee,  August  20,  1844. 
In  1861  he  enlisted  as  a private  in  Company 
C,  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee  Infantry,  and 
served  utitil  the  surrender.  With  13,000 
others,  he  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Fort 
Donelson,  spent  eight  months  in  Camp  Mor- 
ton prison,  was  then  exchanged,  and  the  reg- 
iment was  reorganized.  Mr.  Faubion  then 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Murfreesboro, 
Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  the  Atlanta  campaign,  returning 
with  Hood  to  Tennessee,  served  in  the  battle 
of  Franklin,  and  then  went  into  the  Caroli- 
nas,  when  the  war  closed.  He  held  the  po- 
sition of  First  Sergeant  at  the  time  of  the 
surrender. 

Our  subject  came  to  Texas  with  his  father 
in  1865,  and  in  1870  came  to  his  present 
farm  of  200  acres,  seventy-five  of  which  is 
cultivated.  The  place  is  located  two  miles 
south  of  Leander.'  In  addition  to  his  farming 
interests,  he  also  carries  a large  stock  of  lum- 
ber, hardware  and  furniture.  Mr.  Faubion 
is  a staunch  Democrat  in  political  matters, 
and  in  1884  was  elected  by  his  party  as  Rep- 
resentative of  the  Seventy-eighth  district  in 
the  Legislature  and  has  held  that  position 
ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  one  term. 
The  district  is  now  known  as  the  Seventy-first, 
and  composed  of  Williamson  county.  While 
in  the  Legislature  Mr.  Faubion  gave  much 
of  his  attention  to  the  laws  governing  the 
public  lands  of  the  State,  was  instrumental  in 


framing  tiie  law  throwing  open  the  same  to 
settlement,  requiring  the  cattlemen  to  take 
out  a recTular  lease,  and  also  fjave  much  at- 
tention  to  school  matters.  He  assisted  in 
establishing  the  present  system  of  county  su- 
perintendents. The  convict  question  also 
became  an  important  one  during  his  term,  he 
having  opposed  the  present  lease  system. 

Mr.  Faubion  was  married  near  where  ho 
now  lives,  December  22,  1868,  to  Margaret 
C.  Mason.  They  have  had  seven  children : 
Earl  M.,  Mary  L.,  Addie  B.,  Margaret  M., 
Lola,  Kate  and  Oran.  The  eldest  son  has 
charge  of  his  father’s  store.  Mr-  Faubion  is 
president  of  the  Farmers’  Insurance  Com- 
pany, is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is 
an  Elder  in  the  old-school  Presbyterian 
Church. 

OHN  MUNRO,  of  Williamson  county, 
is  a son  of  David  and  Isabella  (Munro) 
Munro,  natives  of  Ross  county,  Scot- 
land, where  the  family  have  lived  for  many 
generations.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
a blacksmith  by  occupation,  but  for  many 
years  had  charge  of  the  water  works  in  the 
city  of  Dundee.  His  death  occurred  in  the 
county  of  Ross,  in  1877,  and  the  mother 
died  at  the  same  place  about  1872.  They 
were  the  parents  of  five  children:  John,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Alexander,  a farmer 
of  Manitoba,  Canada;  David,  railroad  sta- 
tion agent  at  Motherwmll,  Scotland;  James, 
deceased ; and  Collin,  a blacksmith,  of  Liberty 
Hill,  Texas. 

John  Munro  was  born  in  Dundee,  Scotland, 
March  16,  1846,  and  early  in  life  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  he  emigrated  to  America,  landing  at 
Galveston,  Texas,  in  February,  1867,  and  for 
the  following  four  years  was  engaged  in 
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fanning,  near  Austin,  Ti’avis  county.  lie 
first  benan  work  at  his  trade,  but  as  lie  was 
obliged  to  use  charcoal  instead  of  stone  coal, 
as  he  had  been  taught,  he  was  not  able  to 
satisfy  himself  and  gave  up  the  shop.  Since 
1871  Mr.  Munro  has  made  his  home  at  Liberty 
Hill,  where  he  was  engaged  in  blacksmith- 
ing  until  1883,  and  in  that  year  embarked  in 
the  hardware  business.  He  now  carries  a 
stock,  amounting  to  82,500,  and  is  also  en- 
gaged in  farming. 

December  22,  1870,  in  Travis  county, 
Texas,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Jennie  Ross,  who  came  with  her  parents  to 
America  in  the  same  vessel  as  did  Mr.  Munro, 
and  who  was  raised  within  five  miles  of  his 
lu  me.  They  became  acquainted  after  locat- 
ing in  Travis  county.  She  was  a daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  (Campbell)  Ross.  The 
mother  is  deceased,  and  the  father  still  resides 
in  Travis  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Munro  have 
eleven  children : Mary  J.,  David,  Jennie,  Fan- 
nie,William,  Janies,  Maggie,  John  O.,  Lulu  J., 
Dora  L.  and  Horace  Nelson.  Political!}',  our 
subject  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
is  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Liberty  Normal  and  Business  College,  and  a 
Trustee  of  the  free  school.  In  his  social 
relations  he  is  a Master  Mason,  and  relig- 
iously is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
in  which  he  holds  the  position  of’  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school. 

B.  SANDERS,  a successful  farmer  of 
Burleson  county,  was  born  in  Morgan 
county,  Georgia,  in  1829,  a son  of  Simeon 
Sanders,  a native  also  of  that  State.  The 
elder  Sanders  was  a teacher  and  followed  his 
profession  a uumlier  of  years  in  his  native 
State,  was  a fine  surveyor  and  located  a great 


deal  of  land  in  western  Texas.  His  death 
occurred  in  Hays  county,  this  State,  in  his 
eighty-sixth  year.  The  maiden  name  of 
Simeon  Sanders’  wife  was  Arpie  Sims,  she 
being  a daughter  of  Charles  Sims,  formerly 
of  Georgia. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanders  were  the  parents  of 
four  children:  Henry,  William,  J.  B.  and 
Raney.  Only  the  two  younger  members  of 
this  family  are  now  living.  The  daughter 
was  married  to  a Mr.  Simington  and  resides 
now  in  Milam  county,  Texas. 

J.  B.  Sanders  was  reared  in  Walton  county, 
Georgia,  whither  his  parents  moved  when  he 
was  young.  He  was  brought  upon  the  farm 
and  received  only  limited  educational  advan- 
tages. In  January,  1853,  he  located  inWash- 
ington  county,  Texas,  where,  after  residing  a 
year  at  Brenham,  he  settled  on  a farm  between 
that  place  and  La  Grange  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  followed  this  suc- 
cessfully up  to  the  opening  of  the  late  war, 
when  he  entered  the  Confederate  army,  enlist- 
ing in  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Texas  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department,  being  in  active  service  till  the 
close  of  hostilities.  He  took  part  in  most  of 
the  engagements  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
among  them  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  Mil- 
liken’s  Bend,  Jenkins’  Ferry  and  other  smaller 
ones.  After  the  surrender  Mr.  Sanders  con- 
verted what  property  he  had  into  money  and 
with  the  proceeds — about  $600 — engaged  in 
buying  cotton.  He  was  successful  at  this  and 
by  1867  had  made  between  $3,000  and  $4,000. 
With  this  amount  he  purchased  a stock  of 
goods  and  began  the  mercantile  business  at 
Yegua  in  Burleson  county.  He  was  so  en- 
gaged only  a short  time,  when  he  again  took 
up  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed steadily  and  successfully  ever  since. 
He  now  owns  a farm  of  700  acres,  lying  in 
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tlie  western  part  of  tlie  county,  250  acres  of 
which  is  in  cultivation  and  i'easonal)ly  well 
improved.- 

November  25,  1859,  Mr.  Sanders  married 
Miss  Lydia  Armstrong,  who  was  horn  in 
Mississippi,  and  who  was  a daughter  of  John 
and  Lydia  Annstrong,  the  fatlier  being  a 
native  of  Alabama,  and  the  mother  a native 
of  Mississippi.  The  issue  of  this  marriage 
was  one  son:  J.  D.  Sanders.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  1863,  and  six  years  later  Mr. 
Sanders  married  Mrs.  Nancy  Ann  Oldham, 
the  widow  of  Thomas  Oldham,  and  a daugh- 
ter  of  Charles  Leeper.  This  lady  was  boim 
in  Lawrence  county,  Alabama.  By  this 
union  Mr.  Sanders  has  had  three  children: 
Ida,  who  is  now  deceased;  Dona,  the  wife  of 
James  Harvey;  and  Howell  C. 


UD.  C.  WOMBLE,  the  present  popular 
and  efficient  Treasurer  of  Burleson 
county,  was  born  in  Coosa  county, 
Alabama,  January  5,  1853,  and  is  the 
youngest  son  of  William  H.  and  Eliza  J. 
Woinble,  who  are  natives,  the  father  of 
North  Carolina  and  the  mother  of  South 
Carolina.  His  parents  were  married  in 
Alabama  where  they  spent  the  greater  part 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  there  in  1857. 
The  mother  and  children  remained  in  Ala- 
bama till  most  of  the  children  became  grown 
when,  in  1869,  they  came  to  Te.xas  and 
settled  in  Burleson  county.  The  mother 
died  in  Caldwell,  this  county,  in  1890.  Most 
of  the  children  married  in  this  county  and 
settled  here  and  elsewhere  iti  tlie  State.  The 
eldest  and  youngest,  Sallie  J.  widow  of  Kev. 
F.  H.  Carroll,  and  Sudie  E.  wife  of  Kev- 
J allies  M.  Carroll,  reside  in  Lampasas;  the 


second  and  fifth,  ^Villiam  T.  and  J ud.  C.,  are 
residents  of  Caldwell,  while  the  third,  John 
E.  lives  at  San  Ammlo,  and  the  fourth, 
Henry  G.,  dieil  in  Burleson  county  before 
the  removal  of  the  remainder  of  the  family 
out  from  Alabama. 

Jud  C.  of  this  article,  being  next  to  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  was  sixteen  when  he 
came  to  Texas.  His  boyhood  had  been  spent 
in  Coosa  county,  Alabama,  in  the  schools  of 
which  county  and  at  the  Baptist  college 
located  at  Talladega,  he  received  his  educa- 
tioiff  His  first  employment  on  locating  in 
this  county  was  as  a farm  hand  on  Hooker’s 
prairie.  He  was  so  engaged  for  three  years 
when,  in  1871,  he  secured  a clerkship  with 
Dean  & Carroll,  at  Caldwell,  and  for  three 
years  following  clerked  in  the  mercantile 
business.  He  then  formed  a partnership 
with  James  L.  Dean,  and  engaged  in  business 
for  himself  at  Deanville  in  Burleson  county. 

In  1881  he  disposed  of  his  interest  at 
Deanville,  and  returning  to  Caldwell  just 
prior  to  the  completion  of  the  Gulf,  Colo- 
rado & Santa  Fe  railway  to  this  place,  opened 
a general  store  here,  out  of  which  grew  his 
present  establishment,  namely,  groceries, 
guns  and  sporting  goods.  Later  Mr.  R.  E. 
McArthur  became  interested  in  the  business, 
the  firm  becoming  Womble  & McArthur 
standing  so  at  this  time.  Messrs.  Womble 
& McArthur  carry  a select  stock  of  goods  in 
their  line  and  control  a large  trade. 

In  March  1888,  Mr.  Womble  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  a vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Treasurer  of  Burleson  county.  In  Novem- 
ber following  he  was  elected  to  the  same 
position,  and  two  years  later  was  re-elected, 
and  in  November,  1892,  was  again  elected 
as  his  own  successor.  He  has  made  the 
citizens  of  Burleson  county  an  honest  and 
capal)le  officer,  and  that  they  appreciate  his 
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faitlifiil  services  is  sliowii  by  the  ])ractically 
unanimous  vote  l)y  which  they  have  each 
time  elected  liim  to  this  otHce. 

In  December  188i,  Mr.  Womble  married 
M iss  Mary  E.  Oliver,  a d:iughter  of  Dr.  J. 
P.  Oliver,  an  old  and  prominent  physician  of 
Burleson  county,  a sketch  of  whom  appears 
under  an  appropriate  title  in  this  work.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Womble  have  three  children,  Her- 
bert, Oliver  and  Henry,  and  both  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church. 

EORGE  S.  GRAVES,  Justice  of  the 
f Peace,  merchant  and  Postmaster  at 
Lilac,  Milarn  county,  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Independence,  Washington 
county,  Texas,  January  12,  1856,  and  is  the 
youngest  child  of  Dr.  John  H.  and  Julia 
Graves,  of  Horth  Carolina,  who  moved  to 
Texas  in  1852,  and  six  years  later  settled  in 
Milam  county,  where  they  spent  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives.  An  extended  notice  of 
them  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  their  eldest 
sun,  Thomas  H.  Graves,  which  appears  else- 
where in  this  volume.  The  subject  of  this 
notice  was  raised  in  Milam  county  in  the 
vicinity  where  he  now  lives.  Lack  of  school 
facilities  interfered  with  his  early  education 
but  by  industry  and  application  on  his 
own  part  he  acquired  some  knowledge  of 
books  as  he  grew  up  and  having  determined 
on  a college  course  he  entered  Davilia  school 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  where  he  remained  for 
five  years,  defraying  his  own  expenses  and 
taking  the  full  course  prescribed  by  the  cur- 
riculni.  His  inclination  leading  him  to  in- 
door pursuits  he  began  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Lilac  in  1879,  which,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years,  he  has  followed  at 


that  place  since.  The  same  year  when  the 
postoflice  was  established  at  Lilac  he  receiv- 
ed the  appointment  as  Postmaster  and  has 
held  it  since.  In  1890  he  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Precinct  Ho.  5,  and 
re-elected  in  1892,  which  office  he  has  since 
held.  Mr.  Graves  has  been  moderately  suc- 
cessful in  a worldly  way,  but  his  chief  value 
to  the  community  in  which  he  resides  is  not 
so  much  for  the  amountof  his  accumulations 
as  for  his  services  as  a citizen.  He  ha,s  be- 
come to  the  people  of  his  locality  one  of 
those  indispensable  factors  always  found  in 
well  regulated  communities  on  whom  every- 
body feels  at  liberty  to  call  for  advice  in  mat- 
ters of  law,  busines.',  politics  and  the  like, 
and  who  in  the  course  of  a year  does  as  much 
work  gratuitously  as  many  men  do  on  hand- 
some salaries.  To  his  credit  it  may  be  said 
that  he  does  such  work  cheerfully  and  does 
'it  well.  He  has  been  frequently  solicited  to 
run  for  office,  but  has  never  consented,  simply 
accepting  the  offices  he  has  held  as  a matter 
of  accommodation  to  his  friends  and  neicfh- 
bors.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  everything  of  a political 
nature.  Public  enterprises — whatever  will 
improve,  elevate  or  adorn  the  society  in 
which  he  moves  and  the  country  in  which  he 
makes  his  home — meet  his  cordial  appro- 
bation and  receive  his  prompt  advocacy  and 
assistance.  The  education  of  the  masses 
through  free  schools  provided  or  greatly  as- 
sisted by  the  State  government  has  always 
found  in  him  a friend  and  a supporter  and  he 
has  contributed  from  his  own  means  in  put- 
ting the  schools  in  the  locality  where  he 
resiiles  on  a permanent  and  advantageous 
footing,  he  and  his  two  bi-others,  Thomas  II. 
i and  Frc'd  A.,  having  erected  a buildincx  near 
whei-o  they  live;  they  have  a good  school 
maintained  nine  months  in  a year. 
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Mr.  Graves  married  Miss  Emma  L.  Bal- 
lard of  Milam  county,  on  September  15, 
1881.  Mrs.  Graves  was  born  in  Halletts- 
ville,  Lavaca  county,  October  22,  1858,  being 
a daugliter  of  Joseph  J.  and  Sallie  Ballard, 
her  fatlier  a native  of  Kentucky  and  her 
mother  a native  of  Georgia.  Her  father  was 
a representative  of  the  distinguished  Ballard 
family  of  Kentucky,  being  a great-grand- 
nephew  of  Bland  Ballard,  an  associate  of 
Daniel  Boone  in  pioneer  days  in  the  “ Blue 
Grass  State.”  Joseph  J.  Ballard  came  to 
Texas  in  1854  and  settled  at  Hallettsville, 
Lavaca  county,  where  he  was  prominent  in 
business  and  politics  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1861.  Mrs.  Graves’  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Hillyer,  was  a de- 
scendant of  an  old  Georgia  family,  being  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  John  F.  Hillyer,  a prominent 
physician.  Doctor  of  Divinity  and  Doctor  of 
Laws  of  the  State,  and  a niece  of  the  eminent 
jurist,  Junius  Hillyer,  and  of  Granby  Hillyer 
of  Atlanta,  Georgia.  She  died  at  the  home 
of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Graves,  while  on  a visit 
October  6,  1883. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  have  had  born  to 
them  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living: 
Kuth  C.,  born  March  24,  1886  and  Ada  E., 
born  December  20,  1887. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graves  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Graves  has 
been  a Steward  for  a number  of  years. 

D,  B.  J.  P.  OLIVE  P,  for  twenty-six  years 
a practicing  physician  of  Caldwell, 

Burleson  county,  being,  in  point  of 

residence,  one  of  the  oldest  physicians  in  the 
county,  is  a native  of  jMemphis,  Tennessee,  j 
where  he  was  bom  Augmst  26,  1837.  His 
jiarents  were  Thotmis  and  Elizabeth  Oliver, 


who  were  also  natives  of  Tennessee,  where 
they  were  boim  early  in  this  century.  The 
father  died  when  a young  mati,  and  the 
mother  was  twice  afterward  married,  and  is 
still  living,  residing  now  in  Caldwell  parish, 
Louisiana,  vigorous  yet  in  mind  and  body. 
She  is  a w'oman  of  great  piety,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  sixty 
years  and  faithful  in  the  service  of  her 
Master. 

James-  P.  Oliver  was  mainly  reared  in 
Louisiana,  whither  his  mother  moved  when 
he  was  young.  He  received  but  limited 
educational  advantages,  and  at  the  atje  of 
twenty  began  to  read  medicine  under  Drs. 
John  E.  Wright  and  C.  C.  Merideth,  of 
Columbia,  Caldwell  parish,  Louisiana.  He 
graduated  from  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Louisiana  in  1859,  and 
immediately  took  up  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Moorehouse  parish.  Later  he 
moved  into  Winn  parish,  wliere  in  1860  he 
married.  He  was  just  entering  on  what 
promised  to  be  a prosperous  and  very  satis- 
factory professional  career  when  the  late  Civil 
war  came  on.  Like  hundreds  and  thousands 
of  others,  he  felt  that  his  country  had  claims 
on  him  superior  to  those  of  a business  or 
professional  nature,  and  in  1862  he  entered 
the  Confederate  army,  eidisting  as  a private 
in  the  Third  Louisiana  Ilegiment  of  Infan- 
try, serving  on  detail  duty  as  a physician  and 
surgeon  with  this  command  until  alter  the 
fall  of  Vicksburg,  when  he  passed  a success- 
ful examination,  and  thereafter  served  as 
army  surgeon  in  the  Trans- Mississippi  Depart- 
ment until  the  close  of  the  war.  After  the 
surrender  he  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession  on  his  own  accotint  in  Wimi 
parish,  Louisiana,  and  followed  it  there  until 
Noveml)ei',  1867.  At  that  date  he  came  to 
Texas,  and  aftei-  stoj)ping  a short  time  in 
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J5el]  county  located,  December  24th  follow- 
ing, at  Caldwell,  Jhirleson  county,  which  place 
has  since  been  his  home.  During  his  resid- 
ence here  ]>r.  Oliver  has  triven  his  time 
chiefly  to  his  profession,  having  also  had 
some  farmincr  interests  and  been  interested 

O 

at  different  times  in  the  druo;  business.  But 
it  is  as  a physician  and  surgeon  that  he  is 
best  known,  and  as  a physician  and  surgeon 
that  he  lias  done  the  work  for  which  he  is 
b*-st  known.  One  could  hardly  have  followed 
the  profession  as  zealously  as  he  has 

wdthout  having  accomplished  some  solid 
results,  not  so  much  in  the  matter  of  finances 
alone  as  in  the  good  for  his  fellow-beings. 
The  doctor  is  one  of  those  physicians  who 
look  on  their  profession  to  be  used  in 
alleviating  the  ills  of  the  race.  Ele  has  there- 
fore never  felt  privileged  to  use  it  for 
purely  personal  ends,  but  has  held  himself 
in  readiness  with  all  the  knowledge  and 
skill  he  possessed  to  be  called  wherever  his 
services  have  been  needed.  While  he  has 
accumulated  some  means  he  has  nevertheless 
done  a vast  amount  of  charity  work.  He  has 
profited  by  association  with  his  brethren  of 
the  profession,  and  has  been  an  interested 
member  of  their  meetings.  He  has  wit- 
nessed many  changes  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine during  the  twenty-si.K  years  of  his  pur- 
suit of  it  in  this  State,  and  he  has  srone 
through  hardships  and  sufferings,  which 
w'ould  have  broken  down  a less  robust 
constitution,  and  which  have  not  been  with- 
out marked  effects  on  his.  It  is  related, 
however,  with  pride  by  many  of  the  Doctor’s 
old  friends  and  ])atieuts  that  he  has  never 
failed  them  in  times  of  distress,  I’espond- 
ing  willingly  to  their  calls  at  all  hours  and 
in  all  kinds  of  weather  and,  staying  with 
them  as  long  as  his  presence  was  needed. 

March  15,  1800,  Dr.  Oliver  married  l\Iiss 


Cathei'ine  Aim  Haddox,  a daimbter  of 
Tliomas  J.  and  Mary  Iladdox,  then  residing 
in  AVinn  parish,  Louisiana.  Mrs.  Oliver 
w’as  born  in  A\^ilcox  county,  Alabama,  Sep- 
tember 22,  1840,  and  was  reared  in  her 
native  place.  Her  parents  moved  to  Texas 
in  1867,  and  died  in  Burleson  county.  Dr. 
Oliver  and  wife  have  had  a family  of  eleven 
children,  as  follows:  Frances  11.,  who  was 

married  to  AV^.  H.  Hundley,  and  with  their 
four  children,  AVilliam,  Katie,  Edena,  and 
Cora,  reside  in  Caldwell ; James  B.,  who  is  a 
clerk  in  a mercantile  house  in  Temple, 
Texas;  Mary  E.,  who  was  married  to  J.  C. 

IVomble,  and  with  their  three  children, 
Herbert,  Oliver,  and  Henry,  reside  in  Cald- 
well; Katie  M.,  who  was  married  to  J.  H. 
AVebb,  and  with  their  one  child,  Pauline, 
reside  in  Bryan,  Texas;  AA^illiam  H.,  a 
practicing  physician  of  Merle,  Burleson 
county;  Tola  J.  and  Frederick  C.,  clerks  at 
Caldwell;  Edis  T. ; John  P.,  deceased;  and 
Charles  B. 

The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  both 
the  Doctor  and  his  wife  have  been  members 
for  more  than  twenty  years.  Dr.  Oliver  is 
also  a member  of  the  State  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  of 
which  latter  organization  he  is  local  surgeon, 
lie  is  also  the  local  examiner  of  four  or 
five  of  the  leading  life  and  accident  insur- 
ance  companies  of  the  United  States,  and 
interested  in  all  beneficent  work  and,  in 
proportion  to  his  means,  liberal  in  his  con- 
tributions to  charity. 


l'  X.  AAMLSOX,  a member  of  aju'omi- 
nent  and  highly  respected  family 
who  have  long  been  identified  with 
the  intere>ts  of  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  dates 
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liis  birtli  in  Mississippi,  February  21,  1S40. 
He  came  witli  liis  parents  to  Texas  in  1845, 
and  the  following  year  tliey  settled  in  tins 
county.  Here  lie  grew  np,  receiving  tlie 
benefit  of  a common-school  education,  and 
lie  still  remains  at  the  old  home  place,  never 
having  married.  lie  was  the  sixth  born  in 
the  family  of  thirteen  children  of  J.  L.  and 
Martha  (Sandifer)  Wilson,  the  father  a native 
of  Georgia,  born  May  31,  1801,  and  the 
mother  of  South  Carolina.  His  grandfather, 
James  A.  Wilson,  a native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  of  Irish  descent,  served  through 
the  Florida  Indian  war.  By  occupation  he 
was  a farmer.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
still  has  the  rifle  his  grandfather  carried 
through  the  Indian  wars.  J.  L.  and  Martha 
Wilson  were  married  in  Mississippi  in  1826, 
and  lived  on  a farm  in  that  State  until  com- 
ing to  Texas,  as  aho've  stated.  Upon  locating 
in  Bastrop  county,  Mr.  Wilson  purchased 
100  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  subsequently 
added  550  acres — all  wild  land.  He  settled 
on  it  and  at  once  began  its  improvement  and 
cultivation,  and  before  he  died  had  under 
cultivation  150  acres.  His  death  occurred 
May  18,  1881.  Before  the  war  he  was  a 
slave  owner.  He  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  foi‘  many 
years.  In  public  affairs  he  took  a com- 
mendable interest,  though  he  never  sought 
official  position.  He  was  a Democrat  all  his 
life.  Martha  (Sandifer)  Wilson  was  a 
daughter  of  Captain  John  Sandifer,  a South 
Carolina  farmer, who  was  Captain  of  acompany 
in  the  war  of  1812.  He  subsequently  moved 
to  Mississippi,  where  be  died  in  1854.  i\Ir. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson  had  thirteen  children,  nine 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  AV.  J., 
a resident  of  Lee  county,  Texas;  Sarah  A., 
wife  of  J.  B.  Ormund,  died,  leaving  five 
children;  Cai’oline  E.,  wi(h)wed  the  second 


time,  resides  with  her  mother  and  brother; 
Cyntha  L.,  wife  of  F.  M.  Browder,  a Leo 
county  farmer;  W.  N.;  J.  W.,  deceased; 
James  M.,  enoaged  in  fanning  in  Lee  county; 
Andrew  J.,  a farmer  in  Bastrop  county,  and 
T.  J.,  also  a Bastrop  county  farmer.  The 
mother  of  this  family  is  still  living.  She 
was  born  March  28,  1809.  Since  1828  she 
has  been  a devoted  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  she  and  her  husband 
both  being  converted  at  the  same  time. 

During  the  late  war  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  and  two  of  his  brothers  were  among 
the  brave  soldiers  who  went  out  in  the  Con- 
federate lines.  Two  were  wounded,  but  all 
reached  home  in  safety.  W.  N.  enlisted  in 
March,  1862,  in  Company  A,  Seventeenth 
Texas  Infantry,  and  was  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department,  in  Walker’s  Division.  He 
was  in  all  the  principal  engagements  of  the 
AYest,  and  during  his  four  years  of  service 
I'.e  was  only  three  months  away  from  the 
post  of  duty,  then  being  at  home  on  furlough. 
At  Milliken’s  Bend  in  1863  he  received  a 
flesh  wound  in  bis  left  leg.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  was  at  Hempstead,  from  whence 
he  returned  home.  His  brother  AY.  J.,  was 
wounded  in  the  knee  by  a shell,  at  Mans- 
fleld,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  is  still  a 
cripple. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  reared  a 
Democrat,  and  always  voted  that  ticket  until 
recently,  when  he  fell  in  with  the  reform 
movement,  and  has  since  supported  the 
People’s  party. 


FJREDEBICK  VOGELSAxNG,  one  of 
the  largest  land-holders  and  a success- 
^ ful  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Milam 
conntv,  is  a native  of  Oldenburg.  Germany, 
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wliere  lie  was  Itorn  in  the  year  184-2.  Ilis 
pai’cnts  were  Jacob  A.  Vogelsang  and  Mattie 
Behrens,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of 
Oldenburg,  where  they  belonged  to  the  re- 
spectable, well-to-do  middle  class.  The  father 
was  well  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
country,  and  in  early  life  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. He  followed  contentedly  his  calling 
until  the  government  of  1848  was  inau- 
gurated and  began  the  acts  of  tyranny,  which 
rendered  it  odious  to  so  many  German  citi- 
zens; when,  in  1860,  he  left  his  native  coun- 
try and  came  to  America.  His  destination 
was  Texas,  and  the  o.cean  voyage  from  Bre- 
men, Germany,  to  Gah^eston,  this  State,  was 
accomplished  in  the  usual  time  and  by  the 
usual  route  of  travel  of  those  days.  From 
Galveston  he  went  to  Houston,  and  thence 
to  Austin  county,  where  he  settled  on  a farm 
and  after  a year’s  residence  purchased  land, 
and  engaged  extensively  in  argricultural  pur- 
suits. He  died  in  Austin  county  in  1889,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-live.  His  wife  died  in  the 
same  county  in  1878.  They  left  four  chil- 
dren: Dora,  wife  of  H.  Mier,  of  Austin 
county;  Theodore,  a resident  of  the  same 
county;  Ernest,  of  Milam  county;  and 
Frederick  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Frederick  Vogelsang  was  eight  years  old 
when  his  parents  came  to  Texas  and  settled 
in  Austin  coutity.  His  boyhood  and  youth 
wore  passed  in  this  county.  What  little  edu- 
cation he  received  was  obtained  at  home,  the 
schools  in  this  State  during  his  youth  being 
poor,  and  he  being  of  too  delicate  a constitu- 
tion to  attend  even  such  as  there  were.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  entered  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  enlisting  in  March,  1862,  in  Com- 
pany A,  Twentieth  Texas  Regiment,  with 
which  lie  served  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war.  From  1865  to  1869  he  resided  on  | 
a farm  in  Austin  county,  and  was  enoaired  j 

•A1 


in  acri-ic.nltui-al  imrsuits.  From  1869  to 
1877  he  and  his  lirother  Ernest  conducted  a 
mercantile  Imsiness  in  iVustin  county,  and 
from  1877  to  1883  he  followed  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  that  county.  In  the  last 
named  year  he  and  his  brother  Ernest  came 
to  Milam  county,  and  purchased  a large  tract 
of  land,  consisting  of  about  3,000,  acres,  to 
which  they  added  about  2,OO0  acres  at  a later 
date,  and  on  which  they  settled  and  have 
been  since  engaged  in  farming  and'the  stock 
business.  This  is  one  of  the  lincst  bodies  of 
land  in  the  county,  all  of  it  being  susceptible 
of  cultivation  and  lying  convenient  to  mar- 
ket. Only  a small  part  of  it  has  as  yet  been 
put  in  cultivation,  but  all  of  it  is  under  fence 
and  on  it  is  running  a large  number  of 
horses  and  cattle.  Mr.  Vogelsang  remains 
closely  at  home,  and  gives  his  attention  to 
farming  and  the  stock  business. 

In  1875  he  married  Augusta  Schwarting, 
a daughter  of  John  and  Sophia  Schwarting, 
and  a native  of  Oldenburg,  Germany.  The 
issue  of  this  union  has  been  eight  cjiildren: 
Ida,  Freda,  Ernest,  Theodor©,  Hermine,  Jacob, 
William  and  Helmuth. 

Hi  ENRY  GKEGG,  deceased,  the  subject 
I of  this  sketch,  a former  well-known 
citizen  of  Burleson  county,  comes  of 
V one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  Texas, 
being  a son  of  John  and  Sallie  Gregg,  who 
came  to  Texas  in  1840.  The  Gregg  family 
was  from  Alabama,  and  at  the  time  of  its 
removal  to  Texas  consisted  of  father,  mother 
and  six  children.  Washington  county,  then 
supposed  to  be  the  gai'don  spot  of  the  Repub- 
lic, was  their  destination,  to  which  point  they 
were  making  their  way  by  slow  stages,  tiaivel- 
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it)^  by  wagon,  when  at  a point  jnst  east  of  j 
tlic  jVavasota  river,  in  what  is  now  Grimes  j 
eoiinty,  one  of  those  sad  experiences  befell 
them  not  uncommon  in  tliose  days  and  wliich 
brought  furrow  to  the  little  party  of  immi- 
grants never  afterward  forgotten.  The  In- 
dians, who  were  then  in  a general  state  of 
warfare  with  the  whites,  and  who  were  Itirk- 
itig  around  in  straggling  hands  seeking  op- 
portunities to  do  mischief,  fell  suddenly  upon 
the  Gregg  party,  and,  after  stampeding  their 
stock,  killed  the  mother  and  eldest  son,Thad- 
deus,  and  would  have  killed  the  remainder 
of  the  family  hut  fora  faithful  old  slave,  who 
secreted  the  children  in  some  undergrowth 
and  kept  tliem  concealed  until  the  savages 
retired.  This  old  servant,  Sarah,  who  after- 
ward married  a Mexican  named  Francisco, 
is  still  living,  residing  in  the  Brazos  bottoms 
in  Burleson  county,  being  the  only  one  now 
living  of  the  ill-fated  party.  Tiie  father, 
bringing  his  five  remaining  children  on, 
crossed  the  Brazos  river  and  settled  in  Burle- 
son (then  Milam)  county,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  for  many 
years  an  honored  citizen  of  this  county.  Of 
his  five  children  who  came  with  him  to  this 
county,  Lucinda  married  a man  named  Black 
and  died  in  Texas  many  yeai-s  ago;  Mary  was 
married  to  John  Cade  and  died  in  Burleson 
county;  John  entered  the  ranging  service 
M'hen  a young  man  and  was  killed  somewhere 
on  the  frontier;  Martha  was  married  to  a Mr. 
Harris  and  died  in  Texas;  and  Henry  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

Henry  Gregg  was  horn  in  Alabama,  Octo- 
hi  r 3,  1830.  lie  was  about  four  years  old 
when  he  was  brought  to  this  county.  He 
was  reai’ed  on  a farm  and  .followed  farming 
pursuits  all  his  life. 

February  20,  1800,  he  married  Miss  Fannie 
J.  Grant,  of  Hurleson  county,  she  being  a 


daughter  of  Joseph  F.  and  Amanda  M.  Grant, 
who  were  early  settlers  of  this  county.  Mr. 
Gregfr  resided  most  of  his  life  on  the  Brazos 
bottoms,  where  he  had  large  farming  inter- 
ests, to  which  he  nave  his  exclusive  attention. 
He  was  a man  of  plain  tastes  and  industrious 
habits  and  succeeded  in  accumulating  con- 
siderable property.  His  death  occurred  Au- 
gust 25,  1880,  being  caused  by  an  explosion 
in  a gin.  He  left  surviving  him  a widow 
and  eight  children:  John,  wdio  w^as  born 
March  5,  1807 ; Frances  Amanda,  who  was 
born  August  31,  1808,  and  died  July  23, 
1883;  Josiah  G.,  born  August  0, 1872;  Sallie, 
born  October  22,  1870;  Mary  Elizabeth  Tyler, 
born  April  23,  1878;  Lucy,  born  February 
28,  1880;  Annie,  born  March  3,  1882; 
Rowena,  born  December  1,  1883;  and  AVill- 
iam  Henry,  born  September  11,  1880.  Only 
one  of  these  is  married.  John  married  Miss 
Mattie  Beaucomb,  of  Burleson  county,  June 
2,  1889. 

Mrs.  Gregg’s  parents  were  born  in  Mis- 
sissippi, the  father  February,  1824,  and  the 
mother  October,  1830.  Tlie  mother’s  maiden 
name  w^as  Farquhar,  she  being  a daughter  of 
James  L.  and  Hulda  Farquhar.  The  mother 
died  in  Burleson  county,  Texas.  October  10, 
1855,  leaving  three  children:  William  F., 
now’  a resident  of  Rogers,  Bell  county,  Texas; 
Fannie  J.  (Mrs.  Gregg);  and  Elizabeth  Tyler, 
wdio  was  married  to  William  Lupton,  of 
Bi.rleson  county,  and  died  here  December  21, 
1876.  Mrs.  Gregg’s  father  married  a sec- 
cind  time,  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Laura 
Goodwin,  then  of  this  county,  originally  of 
A^irginia,  and  by  this  union  had  seven  chil- 
dren; Green  and  Ruben,  residents  of  Bui-lc- 
son  county;  Thomas,  who  died  here  a few' 
vears  a^J’O  unmarried;  Annie,  now'  the  wife  of 
Di‘.  J.  II.  Jenkins,  of  Caldwell;  Josiah,  who 
lives  at  Hartley,  Hartley  county,  Texas; 
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Winnie  and  Arcliie.  Joseph  F.  Grant  died 
at  Hryan,  this  State,  Jnl\’  22,  1872,  wliitlier 
lie  had  gone  on  hnsiness. 

Ileni-y  Gregg  was  a good  citizen,  and  Ins 
death  was  a genuine  loss  to  the  community 
where  lie  resided.  He  was  a sincere  friend 
and  a faithful  and  affectionate  husband  and 
father. 

The  religious  connection  of  Mr.  Gregg’s 
family  was  witli  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
that  of  Mrs.  Gregg’s  family  was  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  to  wliich  Mrs.  Gregg  has  be- 
longed for  many  years.  Since  the  death  of 
her  husband  Mrs.  Gregg  has  assumed  the 
management  of  his  affairs  and  has  succeeded 
as  hut  few  succeed;  notwithstanding  she  has 
obstacles  thrown  in  her  way  that  many  men 
have  the  good  fortune  to  escape. 

Lewis  L.  chiles. — Though  no  costly 
I shaft  marks  his  last  resting  place  and 

1 his  name  can  not  be  found  on  the  map 

of  the  county,  the  memory  of  Lewis  L.  Chiles 
will  long  live  in  the  annals  of  this  portion  of 
Texas,  because  of  his  honorable  services  as  a 
citizen  when  those  services  were  most  needed, 
and  because  of  the  splendid  character  which 
he  left  at  his  death. 

He  was  a native  of  Virginia,  born  and 
reared  in  that  great  State  which  has  been  so 
fruitful  of  men  of  sterling  worth,  and  to 
which  Texas  has  many  times  had  occasion  to 
make  acknowledgment  for  some  of  the  bravest 
and  best  of  her  citizens.  But  little  is  known 
of  his  early  years.  He  was  left  an  orphan  at 
a tender  age,  and,  leaving  his  kitispeople 
when  he  was  about  eighteen,  he  became  per- 
manently separated  from  them  and  never 
knew  much  of  them.  He  was  one  of  a large 
faniily,  however,  and  in  the  distribution  of 
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these  among  relatives  presumably  fared  no 
better  than  orjihatis  usually  do  when  l)ereft 
of  parents  at  so  early  an  age.  He  abamloned 
his  native  State  in  1828  and  started  west  for 
the  purpose  of  making  his  own  way  in  the 
w'orld,  stopping  about  a year  in  Tennessee, 
where  he  had  some  distant  relatives  living, 
after  which  he  came  on  to  Texas.  He  was 
still  under  age  when  he  came  to  tiiis  sec- 
tion, but  was  an  energetic  and  self-reliant 
youth,  and,  having  heard  much  of  the  “ far' 
Southwest,”  came  in  search  of  some  of  its 
pleasures  and  fascinating  experiences.  Like 
must  of  the  young  men  of  those  days,  he  had 
no  permanent  place  of  abode  for  some  years 
after  coming  to  Texas,  spending  part  of  his 
time  in  the  settlements  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  country  and  part  of  it  in  tlie  settlements 
along  the  Brazos  river.  He  found  irregular 
employment  wdth  various  surveying  expe- 
ditions, and  in  this  way  helped  at  different 
times  to  locate  a large  number  of  claims  for 
settlers.  He  served  also  with  the  “ minute 
men  ” as  often  as  his  presence  was  needed  to 
assist  in  keeping  off  the  attacks  of  Indians; 
and  finally,  when  the  climax  of  the  troubles 
with  Mexico  vvas  reached,  moved  by  patriotic 
ardor  and  a zeal  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  he 
shouldered  his  musket  and  marched  with  the 
devoted  band  of  patriots  under  Houston  to 
repel  the  invasion  of  the  Mexican  army  under 
Santa  Anna.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto,  and  thus  lielped  to  wdn  Texas  inde- 
pendence and  render  glorious  for  all  time  the 
name  of  Texas  and  Texas  arms. 

For  a number  of  years,  both  before  and 
after  the  settlement  of  the  trouble  with  Mex- 
ico, he  made  frequent  trips  through  what  is 
mnv  Burleson  county,  during  one  of  wdiich 
he  was  the  guest  of  the  family  of  James 
Hitchcock,  living  on  the  Yegua  near  the 
Washington  county  line  Here  he  met  and 
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later  married  Emily,  one  of  the  younger 
members  of  tliis  family,  who  shared  the  joys 
and  sorrows  of  this  life  with  him  for  twenty- 
odd  years.  His  marriage  led  to  his  perma- 
nent settlement  in  Hurleson  county,  which 
occurred  about  1838  or  1830,  this  being 
about  the  time  the  seat  of  justice  for  “old 
Milam  county  ” was  moved  from  Kashville  1 
to  the  town  of  Caldwell.  lie  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  at  the  new  county  seat,  and 
probably  opened  the  first  store  at  this  place. 
He  was  actively  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  place  from  the  date  of  his  settlement 
here  until  his  death  some  sixteen  or  eighteen 
years  later.  His  marriage  took  place  June 
6,  1842.  After  that  date  he  assumed  the 
serious  duties  of  life  with  steadiness  and 
equanimity,  and  became  one  of  the  thrifty, 
industrious  and  public-spirited  men  of  this 
locality.  He  was  engaged  for  several  years 
in  merchandising  in  Caldwell,  and  later  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  a limited  scale, 
at  which  pursuits  he  accumulated  some  means 
which  he  used  with  the  facilities  then  at 
hand  for  educating  his  children.  He  never 
held  any  public  office,  but  was  active  in  local 
and  State  politics,  being  a great  admirer  and 
life-long  friend  of  General  Houston.  Judge 
R.  E.  B.  Baylor,  who  was  then  prominent  in 
politics  and  church  matters,  was  another  of 
his  old-time  friends,  as  were  most  of  the 
public  men  in  this  part  of  the  Republic. 
Although  a devoted  follower  of  General 
HoUfton’s  personal  political  fortunes,  he  op- 
posed anne.xation  in  1845-’46,  believing  that 
Texas  had  territory  enough  for  a separate 
government,  and  would  in  due  time  hecome 
sufficiently  strong  financially  to  support  a 
government  of  its  own;  l)ut  he  acquiesced  in  j 
the  decision  of  the  majon’ty,  and  when  the 
secession  question  began  to  be  agitated  in 
18GU  -T)l  he  was  as  much  opposed  to  Te.xas  | 


withdrawing  from  the  Union  as  he  had  been 
to  hei' entering  it.  When,  however,  his  na- 
tive State  of  Virginia  withdrew  and  cast  her 
lot  with  the  Confederacy,  he  no  longer  stood 
out  against  the  movement,  but  entered  with 
spirit  into  the  plans  of  the  South,  and  until 
his  death.  May  29,  18G4,  he  gave  to  the 
“ lost  cause  ” the  best  support  of  which  he 
was  capable,  being  beyond  the  age  of  mili- 
tary duty.  He  was  Hfty-three  at  the  time  of 
his  death  and  reasonably  well  preserved  in 
body  and  mind.  He  had  led  an  active  life, 
especially  in  his  earlier  years;  had  been 
brought  in  personal  contact  with  the  rugged 
forces  of  nature  as  well  as  of  society,  but 
these  left  no  serious  marks  on  his  character. 
When  he  married  and  assumed  the  responsi- 
bility of  a family  his  conduct  became  that  of 
the  hushand  and  father  solicitous  for  tho  wel- 
fare and  good  name  of  those  under  his  charge, 
and  till  the  day  of  his  death  his  chief  con- 
cern seemed  to  be  for  these.  In  1856  he 
became  converted  and  united  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Caldwell,  of  which  he  was 
soon  elected  Deacon,  and  held  this  position 
as  long  as  he  lived.  Next  to  his  love  for  his 
family  and  his  church,  Texas,^ — ^the  home  of 
his  adoption  and  whose  history  he  had  helped 
to  make, — stood  supreme  in  his  affections. 
He  was  cast  in  the  mold  of  the  pioneer  and 
was  well  trained  in  the  schools  of  experience. 
Brave,  honest,  generous  and  hospitable,  with 
a scrupulous  regard  for  what  he  conceived  to 
be  right  and  a broad  charity  for  the  failings 
of  others,  of  sound  intelligence  on  the  com- 
mon affairs  of  life,  he  was  well  formed  for 
the  life  he  led. 

Emily  Hitchcock,  who,  as  aljovc  noted,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Lewis  L.  Chiles,  was  a na- 
tive of  Georgia,  born  December  13,  1824, 
and  was  a daughter  of  James  and  Betsy 
Hitchcock,  who  were  natives  of  Vii-ginia, 
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where  they  were  married  July  31,  1799,  and 
moved  thence  to  Geor>;ia,  settliiio;  near  the 
South  Carolina  line.  Mrs.  Chiles  was  one  of 
a large  family  of  children,  most  of  whom 
were  reared  in  Georgia,  where  they  married 
and  settled,  never  becoming  residents  of  this 
State.  One  brother,  however,  Andrew  J. 
Hitchcock,  came  to  Texas  at  an  early  day, 
enlisting  in  Fannin’s  command,  with  which 
he  was  captured  at  Goliad  and  fortunately 
made  his  escape.  He  had  a checkered  career, 
having  been  twice  to  South  America,  several 
times  to  Mexico,  and  an  early  immigrant  to 
the  Pacific  coast.  He  died  at  Denton,  this 
State,  in  1887,  near  the  eightieth  year  of  his 
age,  losing  his  life  at  that  place  by  the  burn- 
ing of  a hotel.  Sarah  Ann  Hitchcock,  an- 
other sister  of  Mrs.  Chiles,  was  married  to 
Arthur  Eldridge,  wlio  was  the  first  District 
Clerk  of  Burleson  county.  Mrs.  Chiles’ par- 
ents died  in  this  county,  being  well  ad- 
vanced in  years  when  they  came  out  and 
settled  here.  Mrs.  Emily  Chiles  is  one  of 
the  pioneer  women  of  Burleson  county  and 
one  whose  virtues  entitle  her  to  mention  in 
this  monograph  of  her  deceased  husband. 
Under  the  preaching  of  that  eminent  pioneer 
preacher  of  Texas,  the  Rev.  William  Tryon, 
she  was  converted  and  baptized  in  girlhood, 
and,  uniting  with  the  Baptist  Church,  led  a 
consistent  Christian  life  until  her  death.  She 
had  been  reared  under  the  old  regime  in 
Texas  and  learned  to  keep  open  house  in  the 
style  of  the  early  days;  she  was  free  with  all 
she  had,  a dutiful  housewife  and  faithful 
friend  and  neighbor. 

Ten  cbildren  were  born  to  Lewis  L.  and 
Emily  Chiles,  but  six  of  whom  are  living, 
most  of  whom,  however,  became  grown  and 
married  and  left  children  in  this  county. 
Their  eldest  child  was  a daughter,  Virginia, 
who  was  married  to  R.  A.  Higgason,  since 


.'i87 

deceased,  the  issue  of  which  union  was  eiglit 
children,  as  follows:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Jnd- 
son  Harris:  Virginia  C.,  the  wife  of  Albert 
Snyder;  IMaggic,  the  wifeof  John  McCowen; 
Rid)en,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three;  Vara; 
JMay;  Velma  and  Lee,  the  last  two  of  whom 
died  young.  The  second  child  of  Lewis  L. 
and  Emily  Chiles  was  Lizzie,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Winston,  and  died  leaving 
two  children,  James  and  John.  The  third 
child  of  Lewis  L.  and  Emily  Chiles  was 
Jatnes,  who  was  born  in  1846,  enlisted  at 
the  affe  of  fifteen  in  the  Second  Texas  Infan- 

O 

try,  and  died  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  dur- 
incr  the  late  war.  The  fourth  child  was  a 

O 

daughter,  Barbara,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  while  at  Baylor  College  at  Independ- 
ence. The  fifth  was  Mary  L.,  who  was 
married  to  W.  T.  Womble,  by  whom  she  has 
had  ten  children:  William  C.,  Judson,  Drew, 
Lewis,  Charles  (deceased),  Lucy,  Ethel,  Leo- 
nora, Staidey  Grey,  and  Clyde  Carroll.  The 
sixth  child  of  Lewis  L.  and  Emily  Chiles  was 
William  Tryon,  of  whom  mention  will  be 
made  further  ou.  The  seventh  was  Dabney; 
the  eighth,  Thotnas  C.,  who  married  Lulie 
Fielder,  by  vdiom  he  had  one  child,  and  died 
in  October,  1880,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
his  widow  being  the  present  wife  of  Dr.  H. 
H.  Darr,  of  Caldwell.  The  ninth  child  of 
Lewis  and  Emil}'  Chiles  was  Baylor,  and  the 
tenth  was  Emily,  who  was  married  to  Charles 
S.  Williams,  and  died  leaving  two  children, 
Mabel  and  Marye  Dabney. 

William  Tryon  Chiles,  the  sixth  of  this 
pioneer  family  and  the  eldest  male  member 
of  it  now  living,  was  born  December  12,  1864, 
in  Caldwell,  Burleson  county,  where  he  was 
also  reared  and  educated.  He  was  variously 
engaged  up  to  1886,  at  which  time  he  was 
elected  Constable  of  Caldwell  precinct,  which 
ofhco  he  held  for  four  years,  when  he  was 
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elected  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  being 
the  pi-esent  incumbent  of  tliat  otfice.  Mr. 
Chiles’  character  and  conduct,  officially  and 
otherwise,  are  well  known  to  the  citizens  of 
Ibirleson  county,  and  need  no  comment  in 
this  connection.  lie  bears  an  honored  name, 
and  is  a worthy  representative  of  it.  Re- 
specting his  personal  or  family  history,  one 
further  fact  may  be  recorded.  January  31, 
1883,  he  married  Miss  Rettie  Heslep,  daugh- 
ter of  W.  jS^.  Heslep,  an  old  settler  of  Burle- 
son county,  she  also  having  been  a native  of 
this  county.  She  died  January  24,  1890,  at 
the  age  of  thirty  one,  leaving  two  children, 
Bernice  and  Madaline. 


ON.  R.  H.  WATERS,  ex-Representa- 
^ tive  of  Milam  county,  a progressive 
^ and  prosperous  fanner  residing  near 
Burlington,  traces  his  ancestry  to 
South  Carolina,  where  the  line  ascending  for 
three  generations  finds  its  source,  so  far  as 
now  can  be  determined,  in  one  Colonel  Phil 
Waters,  a gallant  soldier  who  served  under 
Washington  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars, 
and  under  the  same  distinguished  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  struggle.  Phil  Waters 
bore  a conspicuous  part  in  these  wars  and  by 
his  activity  incurred  the  especial  hatred  of 
the  French  and  British  commanders  acrainst 

O 

whom  he  served.  It  is  preserved  as  one  of 
the  traditions  of  the  family  that  at  the  sur- 
render of  Fort  Necessity,  where  Colonel 
Waters  killed  two  French  soldiers  and  three 
Indians,  a special  demand  was  made  on 
Major  Washington,  commander  of  the  Colon- 
ial troops,  by  the  French  commander  for 
Colonel  Waters,  but  that  Major  Washing- 
ton refused  to  honor  the  demand  and  Colonel 
Waters  escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  wrathy 


Frenchman  to  do  valiant  service  for  the 
colonies  in  their  subse<[ueut  revolt  against 
the  mother  couiiti'y.  The  military  trappings 
of  Colonel  AVaters  are  still  in  existence, 
being  now  in  the  possession  of  a sister  of  the 
subject  of  this  notice,  Mrs.  T.  M.  Bragg,  re- 
siding in  Greenville,  Alabama.  Colonel  Phil 
AVaters  had  among  other  children,  a son 
named  Wilkes,  who  was  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina and  who  married  a Miss  Manning,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom  was  a son,  Phil  B.,  born  in  Newberry 
district  in  1808.  Phil  B.  Waters  went  to 
Alabama  when  a young  man,  locating  in 
Butler  county,  where  he  met  and  married 
Sarah  Ann  AVomack  and  became  the  father 
of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, the  sixth  of  whom,  being  the  youngest 
son,  was  Richard  H.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

Richard  H.  Waters  was  born  in  Butler 
county,  Alabama,  in  1851.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  county,  and  educated  at  the 
Greenville  Collegiate  Institute.  He  came  to 
Texas  immediately  on  leaving  school,  and 
took  up  his  residence  on  the  line  of  Free- 
stone and  Navarro  counties,  where  for  three 
years  he  engaged  in  farming.  Returning  to 
Alabama,  he  began  the  study  of  law  under  a 
distinguished  lawyer  of  his  native  State,  and 
after  eighteen  months  spent  in  preparation, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  before  Judge  John 
Henry.  Another  year  was  spent  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Texas  and  located  at 
Fairfield,  Freestone  county.  He  shortly 
afterward  became  a candidate  for  the  office 
of  County  Attorney,  of  Freestone  count}',  but 
was  defeated.  He  then  abandoned  the  law, 
and  going  to  Robertson  county,  clerked 
about  a year  for  his  brother  there  in  the 
mercantile  business,  when,  in  1882,  he  took 
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up  his  rosideiicu  in  Milam  county,  where  lie 
has  since  lived.  For  ten  years  he  has  been 
euoa;i;ed  in  farmino,  stock-raising  and  mer- 
chandising. lie  now  owns  an  interest  in  a 
ranch  of  about  620  acres  lying  on  the  north 
line  of  Milam  county,  and  an  interest  in  a 
mercantile  business  and  gin  at  Burlington, 
and  in  recent  years  he  has  been  somewhat 
active  in  politics.  Mr.  Waters  received  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  the  State  Legis- 
lature from  Milam  county  in  1890,  was 
subsecpiently  elected  and  served  during  one 
session.  He  made  a good  representative,  and 
his  career  met  with  the  general  approval  of 
his  constituency.  He  was  a memher  of  the 
following  committees:  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions, Agricultural  Affairs,  Stock  and  Stock- 
raising  and  Counties  and  County  Boundaries. 
He  favored  the  railroad  commission  law,  made 
an  effort  to  rid  the  State  of  Johnson  grass  by 
introducing  a bill  declaring  it  an  offtiice  to 
allow  the  grass  to  go  to  seed  on  one’s  place, 
and  by  request  introduced  a bill  providing 
for  the  annulment  of  the  marriage  bonds  in 
cases  of  insanity. 

Mr.  Waters  has  exercised  a wide  influence 
in  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  giv- 
ing liberally  of  his  time,  means  and  personal 
effort  to  the  building  of  the  material,  social 
and  moral  interests  of  that  community. 


Mbs.  MABTHA  alley,  widow  of  G. 
W.  Alley,  Georgetown,  Texas,  is  the 
only  one  of  her  father’s  family  now 
living.  She  is  an  old  settler  of  Will- 
iamson county,  very  intelligent  and  popular, 
and  is  as  highly  respected  as  she  is  widely 
known.  She  is  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Martha  (Seals)  Knight.  The  latter  was  a 
widow  when  she  married  James  Knight,  her 


first  husband’s  name  beimr  Benjamin  Smal- 
ley,  and  he  and  his  wife  had  several  children, 
one  of  them  beintr  mimed  William,  and  he, 
when  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Delaware  Indians  at  .some  place 
not  now  known  in  Pennsylvania.  At  this 
same  time  his  father,  Benjamin,  was  killed 
in  an  encounter  with  the  savaj^es.  William 
lived  with  his  captors  until  he  became  a man 
and  seemed  to  have  lost  all  desire  to  return 
to  his  peojile.  but  after  many  years  returned 
to  civilization  and  lived  with  them  until  his 
death.  He,  William  Smalley,  rendered  great 
service  afterward  in  carrviim  a flag  of  truce 
under  General  Wayne,  as  he  could  talk  many 
dialects  of  the  Indian  language.  He  w'as 
gone  many  months  and  much  fear  was  enter- 
tained that  he  would  not  return,  but  he  was 
absent  no  longer  than  he  thought  necessary. 
He  lived  for  a time  near  Clarksville,  Ohio, 
and  later  moved  to  Vermilion  county,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  died.  He  cared  for  his 
widowed  mother,  and  raised  a large  and  re- 
spected family.  William  Smalley  married 
Prudence  Legget,  and  one  of  his  children  was 
Bev.  Freeman  Smalley.  The  latter  came  to 
Texas  on  a visit  in  1824,  and  while  visiting 
at  Pecan  Point  on  Bed  river,  preached  the 
first  protestant  sermon  ever  preached  on  Texas 
soil.  He  was  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  Later  he  settled  in  Will- 
iamson county,  where  he  died,  and  he  was  the 
first  cousin  of  our  subject.  James  Knight, 
our  subject’s  father,  was  a native  of  Mary- 
land, a farmer  by  occupation  and*  a very 
worthy  man.  At  an  early  day  he  removed 
from  Maryland  to  Miama  county,  Ohio,  and 
opened  a large  farm  on  the  river  below  Troy. 
He  went  to  Illinois,  Vermilion  county,  near 
Danville,  in  1829,  and  opened  a lai-ge  farm 
there,  and  from  thence  to  Texas  in  1847,  to 
Brushy,  Williamson  county.  He  was  with 
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and  a personal  friend  oi’  General  Harrison, 
and  took  part  in  some  of  liis  battles,  one  of 
them  l)ein^  the  battle  of  Tip[)ecanoe,  on  the 
Tippecanoe  rivei-,  near  La  Fayette,  Indiana, 
lie  v,-as  a pioneer  of  the  pioneers  in  Ohio, 
Illinois  and  Texas.  On  account  of  Ids  well 
known  goodness  of  heart  he  was  appointeil 
Trustee  of  the  poor,  and  discharged  every 
duty  in  a most  faithful  and  praiseworthy 
manner.  James  and  Martha  Kidght  had 
eight  children,  namely:  Dr.  William  Knight, 
born  April  28,  1799,  and  died  February  11, 
1851.  lie  was  an  eminent  physician  for 
those  days  and  a more  honest,  honorable  or 
worthy  man  was  seldom,  if  ever  seen.  He 
came  to  Brushy  in  1847,  and  to  Georgetown 
in  1848.  His  wife  was  Mary  A.  Baugh,  and 
their  children  were  as  follows;  James,  the 
present  Postmaster  of  Georgetown;  Martha, 
now  Mrs.  Westley  Bullock;  Caroline,  wife  of 
Cyrus  Hubank;  Joseph  B.;  Eliza,  now  Mrs. 
James  Montgomery;  Kancy,  widow  of  W.  Iv. 
Foster.  The  second  child  born  to  James  and 
Martha  Knight  was  Rachel,  now  Mrs.  Joseph 
Adamson;  John  S.;  Benjamin;  IMartha,  our 
subject;  Dr.  D.  Fortner;  Kancy,  wife  of  Dr. 
J.  Anderson,  father  of  Ed.  R.  Anderson. 

Martha  (Knight)  Alley,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  October  16,  1814,  near  Troy, 
Ohio.  She  is  a highly  respected  pioneer  of 
the  county.  None  know  her  but  to  do  her 
honor,  as  her  life  has  been  blameless  and  ex- 
emplary, and  its  influence  in  the  hearts  of 
those  who  know  her  speaks  more  eloquently 
than  any  complimentry  words  we  might  pen. 
Her  first  marriage  was  to  Samuel  Makenson, 
who  died  in  1850,  leaving  six  children,  name- 
ly: Hon,  William  K.;  D.  R.,  J.  K.,  deceased 
in  1874;  Sophronia,  Mrs.  Archie  Hart;  Eliza, 
now  Mrs.  II.  F.  Rosewood  and  S.  B.  Her 
second  marriage  was  in  November  1852,  to 
G.  W.  Alley,  who  died  in  Colorado,  Novem- 


ber 19,  1879,  aged  sixty-four.  By  this  mai-- 
riage  there  were  two  (diildren,  namely:  G.  L. 
and  Helen,  wife  of  W.  F.  Steele,  with  whom 
our  subject  resides.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steele 
have  one  child,  Mattie  Lou.  Our  subject 
since  her  girlhood  has  always  been  a con- 
sistent and  active  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Her  father,  James  Knight,  was 
born  July  10,  1770,  and  died  January  10, 
1848.  His  wife,  Martha  (Seals)  Knight  was 
born  in  1870,  and  died  October  2,  1844. 
They  were  good,  old  pioneer  people,  ever  in 
the  home  of  the  poor,  in  the  ranks  of  the 
toilers,  in  the  hearts  of  all  lovers  of  humanity. 
They  were  the  ideals  of  honor,  gentleness, 
truth,  fidelity  and  love. 

OIIN  SCOTT,  the  veteran  photographer 
of  Rockdale,  was  born  in  the  little  town 
of  Savannah,  Hardin  county,  Tennes- 
see, on  January  21,  1846.  His  parents  mov- 
ing to  Texas  wlien  he  was  about  seven  years 
old  (1853),  he  was  reared  mainly  in  Bastrop 
county  where  they  settled.  He  grew  up  on 
the  farm  and  stock  range  and  received  such 
schoolincr  as  the  mea»:er  educational  advan- 
tages  of  that  day  afforded.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  entered  the  Confederate  army, 
enlisting  in  January,  1864,  in  Company  G, 
Second  Texas  Infantry  with  which  he  served 
during  the  remainder  of  the  war  along  the 
Gulf  coast  in  the  vicinity  of  Galveston,  at 
which  place  his  regiment  disbanded  at  the 
close  of  hostilities.  When  the  war  was  over 
he  returned  to  Bastrop  county  and  accom- 
panying his  parents  in  1865  settled  on  a farm 
near  Lexington  in  what  is  now  Lee,  then 
Burleson  county,  where  for  two  years  he 
worked  on  the  farm  and  managed  his  father’s 
interests.  In  1867  he  returned  to  Bastrop 
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county  and  for  a year  tilled  the  position  of 
Deputy  District  Clerk  of  that  county  under 
John  C.  Jjnchanan.  The  year  1808  was 
spent  in  the  stock  business  driving  beef 
cattle  from  interior  Texas  to  New  Orleans  — 
after  which  he  returned  to  the  farm,  where 
he  remained  until  the  winter  of  1869.  He 
then  becran  clerking  in  the  mercantile  bnsi- 

O O 

ness  at  Lexington  and  for  three  years  was  en- 
gaged at  this  in  that  town  and  at  Giddings, 
beincr  first  with  the  firm  of  More  & Mont- 
gomery,  later  with  Montgomery  alone,  then 
with  A.  Deicher  and  lastly  with  C.  P.  Vance. 
In  January,  1872,  he  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  an  itinerant  photographer,  named  F.  M. 
Hall,  then  stopping  at  Ileslep’s  store  in 
Burleson  county,  and  becoming  interested  in 
the  art  of  photography  decided  to  learn  it  and 
turn  his  attention  to  it  for  a livelihood.  He 
picked  up  the  rudiments  of  the  art  under 
Hall  and  located  sometime  durincr  the 

C) 

summer  of  that  year  at  La  Grange,  this  State, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  picture  business  un- 
til the  spring  of  1874.  In  February  of  that 
year,  on  the  completion  of  the  International 
& Great  Northern  Railroad  to  Rockdale  he 
came  to  this  place  shipping  his  tent  and  fix- 
tures in  on  the  first  regular  train  that  reached 
the  new  town.  He  immediately  opened  a 
gallery  and  thus  became  the  pioneer  photog- 
rapher of  the  place.  With  the  exception  of 
a year  and  a half  he  has  resided  here  continu- 
ously since  and  has  made  pictures  by  the 
thousands  for  the  people  of  this  locality.  He 
has  devoted  his  time  almost  exclusively  to 
the  picture  business  never  having  had  any 
other  business  pursuits  and  never  having  held 
but  one  office,  that  being  the  office  of  As- 
sessor and  Collector  of  taxes  for  the  town  of 
Rockdale,  which  he  tilled  by  appointment  and 
election  for  about  five  years.  He  adminis- 
tered the  alf'airs  of  his  office  like  he  makes 


pictures,  according  to  his  own  ideas  of  how 
ami  when  the  thing  should  be  done,  but  his 
conduct  met  with  general  approval  and  the 
town  was  greatly  benelittcd  financially  by  the 
vigorous,  impartial  and  consciencious  manner 
in  which  he  dischartred  his  official  duties. 

Fur  what  he  is  as  an  artist  Mr.  Scott  is  in- 
debted to  himself.  His  advantages  have  been 
limited  and  on  account  of  the  size  of  the 
town  in  which  he  is  located  and  the  sparsely 
settled  condition  of  the  country  around,  his 
patronage  has  never  been  large  enough  to 
permit  of  his  purchasing  the  appliances  and 
adding  the  accessories  which  go  so  far  to- 
wards facilitating  the  work  of  picture-making 
and  rendering  a studio  attractive;  but  in  all 
the  essentials  of  the  art;  a knowledge  of  phys- 
iognomy, the  manipulation  of  the  lights  and 
shades  and  a keen  perception  of  the  artistic, 
he  is  a past  master  and  will  hold  his  own 
with  any  country  photographer  in  Texas.  He 
has  never  made  a great  deal  of  money  out  of 
his  business;  not  nearly  as  much  as  he  has  de- 
served to.  make  nor  as  much  as  he  might 
have  made,  had  he  been  possessed  of  a greater 
love  for  the  “ almighty  dollar,”  but  he  has 
made  a reasonably  good  living;  has  rendered 
the  service  which  all  require  at  some  time  in 
life  to  be  done — some  many  times — namely, 
the  preservation  of  the  “ human  face  and  form 
divine,”  and  has  added  to  the  common  fund 
of  aesthetic  knowledge  and  the  sources  of  re- 
fined pleasure  by  the  teaching  of  correct  ideas 
and  the  inculcation  of  good  taste  respecting 
the  truly  artistic  in  form  and  color. 

In  May,  1874,  Mr.  Scott  married  Miss 
Amanda  Cordelia  Parsons  of  Kosse,  Lime- 
ttoue  county,  Texas,  Mrs.  Scott  being  a native 
of  Utah  county,  Utah.  The  issue  of  this 
union  has  been  ten  childnm  now  ranging  in 
age  from  one  to  eighteen  years  and  about 
equally  divided  as  to  their  sex.  Their  names 
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are:  Vivia  Eva,  Louisa  Adeline,  Clara,  James 
Kennard,  Grace,  Alma,  John,  Cecil  Homer, 
Robert  Aubrey  and  Susie. 

Mr.  Scott  has  not  wandered  far  from  the 
scenes  of  his  youth  and  many  of  his  relatives, 
brothers,  sisters,  nieces  and  nephews,  live  in 
this  general  section  of  the  State.  The  follow- 
ing facts  respecting  his  family  history  will 
form  a suitable  close  to  this  brief  sketch  of 
himself. 

Ilis  father,  James  Scott,  was  a native  of 
Georgia,  where  he  was  born  June  19,  1804, 
and  where  he  was  also  reared.  He  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession;  settled  at  Savannah, 
Hardin  county,  Tennessee,  when  a young 
man  and  w'as  fora  number  of  years  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  the  law  at  that  place,  at- 
taining some  distinction  and  becoming  Judge 
of  the  judicial  district  in  which  he  lived.  He 
abandoned  the  law  after  coming  to  Texas  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  his  eyes  and  sub- 
sequently followed  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing. He  met  with  moderately  good  success; 
lived  an  upright  life  and  died  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  esteem  of  those  by  whom  he  was 
surrounded.  He  had  had  very  good  educa- 
tional advantages  in  his  youth  and  amassed 
by  reading  and  observation  considerable  in- 
formation. In  his  younger  years  he  was  act- 
ive in  politics,  at  all  times  a man  of  strict 
morality  and  temperate  habits.  He  died  at 
his  home  in  Lee  county,  in  December,  1889. 

Mr.  Scotts’  mother  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Adeline  Moore  McGinnis.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Christopher  H.  McGinnis  and 
was  born  in  Hardin  county,  Tennessee.  She 
is  still  living  being  a resident  of  Lexington, 
Lee  county,  this  State. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  James  and  Ade- 
line (Moore)  Scott,  of  whom  John  the  subject 
of  this  notice  was  the  third  iii  age.  The 
others  were:  Jerome,  who  died  in  infancy; 


Martha,  the  wife  of  Newton  J.  Russell,  of 
Stephens  county,  Texas;  Zeuohia,  the  wife  of 
Lock  K.  Rillingsley  living  near  Pearsall, 
Frio  county,  this  State;  Eliza,  the  wife  of 
Virgil  Waldrop  of  Stephens  county;  James 
P.,  of  Dallas;  Alonzo,  who  died  young; 
Fannie,  the  wife  of  Yoakum  Campbell,  of 
Los  Angeles,  California;  May,  the  wife  of 
William  G.  Warren,  of  Lee  county;  and 
Mittie,  the  widow  of  J.  R.  McKnight,  of 
Lexington,  Lee  county. 

The  religious  connection  of'  Mr.  Scott’s 
people  is  generally  with  the  Christian  Church 
and  in  politics  they  have  been  Democrats 
from  time  whereof  the  memory  of  man 
runneth  not  to  the  contrary.  Mr.  Scott  ad- 
heres to  the  traditions  of  the  family  in  poli- 
tical matters  but  has  never  been  a member  of 
any  church  organization.  He  believes  how- 
ever in  religious  influences  and  good  schools 
and  libraries  and  all  the  other  humanizing, 
civilizing  and  christianizing  factors  it  is  possi- 
ble to  have  in  a community.  He  belongs  to  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  in  whicli 
he  has  held  most  of  the  ofiices  in  the  subor- 
dinate lodge,  and  also  to  the  Knights  of 
Honor  in  which  he  has  filled  all  offices  up  to 
and  including  that  of  Vice-Dictator. 


T.  DEHNIS,  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
p'V  ers  and  business  met)  of  Williamsoii 


county,  is  a son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Hood)  Dennis.  The  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Allen  Dennis,  was  a prominent  farmer 
in  East  Tennessee,  and  was  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  in  public  affairs  in  McMinn  county, 
that  State.  The  Hoods  are  also  an  ol(.l  Ten- 
nessee family,  the  gi-andfather,  Robert  Hood, 
having  passed  his  life  in  Polk  county.  John 
Dennis  was  born  and  raised  in  McMinn 
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county,  and  was  inanded  in  Polk  county  in 
1853.  At  the  openin^^  of  tlie  late  war  ho  en- 
listed as  a private  in  Company  C,  Foi’ty-third 
Tennessee  Regiment,  took  part  in  the  siege 
of  VicksbnrfT,  and  died  of  measles  during  that 

o o 

struggle.  In  18GC  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject married  John  Mounds,  who  died  in 
1881,  and  she  afterward  came  with  her  fam- 
ily to  Texas,  locating  with  a son  in  Fannin 
county.  She  died  in  1882.  Mr.  and  ]\[rs. 
Dennis  were  the  parents  of  five  sons:  13.  T., 
our  subject;  George  13.,  of  Fannin  county; 
Fah''ayette,  whose  residence  is  jinknown; 
Frank,  of  Rurnet  county;  Jolin  D.,  a resi- 
dent of  Fannin  county.  By  her  last  marriage 
the  mother  had  three  children:  Joseph,  of 
Grayson  county,  Texas;  Martha,  wife  of 
Charles  Ross,  of  fndian  Territory;  and 
James,  of  Burnet  county. 

B.  T.  Dennis  was  born  in  McMinn  county, 
Tennessee,  November  25,  1855,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Polk  county,  that  State. 
He  began  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  lif- 
teen  years,  working  as  a farm  laborer  twelve 
years;  and,  in  1878,  drove  a team  for  his 
uncle  to  San  Saba  county,  Texas.  After  re- 
siding a short  time  in  that  county  he  came 
to  Williamson  county,  in  March,  1879.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Dennis  farmed  on  rented  land 
in  Burnet  county  until  1884;  in  that  year  he 
purchased  and  jnade  four  crops  on  a farm 
there,  and  then  came  to  his  present  place  of 
600  acres.  His  land  borders  on  North  Ga- 
briel, nineteen  miles  northwest  of  the  county 
seat  of  Georgetown,  and  120  acres  is  under  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation.  The  farm  is  now 
worth  $5,000. 

In  Burnet  county,  October  24,  1880,  Mr. 
Dennis  was  united  in  marriafre  to  Sallie  E. 

O 

OttiTiger.  They  have  seven  children:  Daisy, 
Cora,  Sarah,  Pearl,  llyron  L.,  Mattie  M., 
Roy  and  Carl.  Mr.  Dennis  affiliates  with 


the  Democratic  pai'ty,  ami  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco|)al 
Church.  11c  is  tndv  a self-nia<lc  man,  hav- 
ing started  in  life  with  comparatively  noth- 
ing, and  now  owns  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
Wiiliamson  county.  He  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  everything  for  the  good  of  his  county, 
and  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


IV /[[  AJOR  A.  B.  SUMMERS,  a farmer  of 

I I ^^J^strop  county,  was  born  in  Ruther- 

II  ford  county,  Tenne.'^see,  March  8, 
1834,  a son  of  Alfred  and  Lucinda 

(Summers)  Summers,  natives  of  North  Car- 
olina. The  parents  were  of  the  same  name, 
but  no  relation.  The  father,  a carpenter  and 
millwright  by  trade,  served  through  the 
Mexican  war,  and  in  1847  came  to  Cherokee 
county,  Texas,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
and  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Summers  were 
the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz:  Ellen,  de- 

ceased in  Tennessee;  Malinda,  wife  of  J.  E. 
AVeils,  of  the  Panhandle  of  Texas;  C.  L., 
deceased,  was  a soldier  in  the  late  war;  A. 
B.,  our  subject;  William,  who  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Mansfield;  Jane,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  A.  Yost,  and  they  had  three 
children;  Rebecca,  who  has  nev^er  married, 
and  resides  with  her  brother-in-law,  A.  Yost; 
Thomas  J.,  deceased  while  a prisoner  of  war 
in  Illinois;  Mary  E.,  widow  of  J.  G.  Lee, 
resides  on  a farm  in  this  comity;  and  the 
youngest  child  died  in  infancy.  The  father  de- 
parted this  life  in  1868,  and  the  mother 
afterward  made  her  home  with  a dauo-hter  in 
this  county  until  her  death,  in  1872. 

In  1847,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  A 
B.  Summers,  our  subject,  came  with  his 
father  to  Cherokee  county,  Texas.  lie  re- 
mained uudei-  the  jiarental  roof  until  twenty 
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years  of  age,  after  wliicli  lie  followed  freight- 
ing until  the  opening  of  the  late  war.  lie 
walked  sev'enty-tive  miles  to  enter  the  Con- 
federate service,  and  June  13,  18C1,  eidisted 
in  Company  C,  Third  Texas  Cavali-y,  was 
consigned  to  the  Trans-Mississippi  Depart- 
ment, ordered  to  Missouri,  where  he  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Wilson  creek  and  Pea 
Pidge.  He  then  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  Mississippi,  continued  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  during  his  four  years 
of  service,  and  took  part  in  all  the  principal 
battles  and  skirmishes.  The  company  was 
mustered  in  with  114  men,  and  at  the  sur- 
render only  fourteen  of  the  original  number 
were  left.  The  command  was  first  nnder 
General  Bragg,  then  Joseph  E.  Johnston, 
and  last  under  General  Hood.  At  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Elkhorn,  Mr.  Summers  re- 
ceived a slio-ht  wound  in  the  left  arm,  re- 
ceived  a flesh  wound  in  the  hip  in  the  battle 
of  Corinth,  and  at  Kenesaw  mountain  was 
shot  through  the  body.  The  minie  ball 
entered  his  left  side  and  lodged  near  the 
skin  on  the  right  side,  where  it  Avas  removed 
by  a surgeon;  He  was  disabled  by  this 
wound  two  months.  At  the  close  of  the 
struggle  the  command  was  on  Jackson  and 
Vicksburg  road,  on  Black  river,  went  to 
Vicksburg,  where  he  received  his  parole  from 
General  Canby,  and  then  returned  home. 
Mr.  Summers  followed  freighting  until  1873, 
and  in  that  year  purchased  210  acres  of  his 
present  farm,  then  raw  land,  in  the  Colorado 
valley.  He  has  added  to  his  original  pur- 
chase, and  has  150  acres  of  his  place  under  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Summers  was  married  March  7,  1873, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Yost,  who  was  born  in 
Bastrop  county,  Texas,  January  10,  1853,  a 
daughter  of  Frank  and  Elizabeth  Yost,  of 
German  descent.  They  came  to  Texas  about 


1839,  locating  in  this  county,  where  they 
.died  a few  years  ago.  Our  sul>ject  and  wife 
have  had  six  children,  five  now  living  — 
Charles  F.  attending  school;  William  N., 
Mary  E.,  Thomas  J.  and  Jessie  L.,  at  homo. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  March  13,  1892, 
having  been  a devoted  and  consistent  mem- 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Summers  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
but  never  aspires  to  public  office. 

T'  F.  GILLEY. — Hays  B.  Gilley  was  a 
native  of  Georgia,  born  in  the  historic 
year  of  1812;  Haney  Hall  was  born 
■ in  North  Carolina  in  1815.  Both  were 
reared  in  Alabama  and  in  the  town  of  Mont- 
gomery, that  State,  were  married  in  1834. 
One  year  later,  in  1835,  they  came  to  Texas 
and  settled  at  the  mouth  of  the  Brazes  river, 
where  the  town  of  Quintana  now  stands. 
Following  this  date  Mr.  Gilley  resided  for  a 
number  of  years  in  southern  Texas,  where 
he  was  engaged  at  his  trade  as  a carpenter 
and  later  as  a m'inister  of  the  gospel.  He 
was  thus  a builder  in  a two-fold  sense,  and 
in  each  a most  capable  workman.  He  drew 
the  plans  and  specifications  for  a number  of 
the  first  business  houses  erected  at  Galves- 
ton, where  he  was  a resident  at  an  earlier 
day,  being  well  known  to  most  of  the  earlier 
settlers  of  the  lower  country.  About  1845 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  ministry,  join- 
ing the  Methodist  conference  and  from  that 
time  on  until  his  years  on  earth  ended,  la- 
bored zealousy  in  the  cause  of  Christianity. 
For  a long  time  he  did  itinerant  work,  but 
was  later  given  regular  charges,  having  in 
this  way  preached  to  many  churches  in  cen- 
tral and  southern  Texas.  He  died  at  Cald- 
well in  1884,  ripe  in  years  and  in  Christian 
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gi-ace  and  experience.  Ills  widow'  is  still 
living,  tliongh  well  advanced  in  years  and 
feeble  in  health.  She  has  been  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church  for  more  than  a half 
century  and  is  a most  devout  Christian 
woman. 

Ten  children  were  born  to  Hays  B.  and 
TIancy  Gilley,  as  follows:  John  J.,  Henry 

H.,  William  H.,  Sarah,  Nathan,  Mary,  Mar- 
tha, James  A.  and  Anna.  Of  these  John  J. 
died  in  the  hospital  at  Quitman,  Mississippi, 
during  the  late  war,  being  a member  of  the 
Second  Texas  Infatitry,  and  William  H., 
wdio  was  a member  of  the  same  command, 
was  captured  while  in  a hospital  at  Oxford, 
M ississippi,  and  it  is  supposed  died  in  a north- 
ern prison,  as  he  was  never  heard  of  after- 
ward. The  eldest  daughter  of  che  family, 
Sarah,  w'as  married  to  A.  D.  Gallion  and 
died  in  1874.  Nathan  died  in  infancy.  Mary 
■was  married  to  J.  J.  Noel  and  died  in  1884. 
Martha  w'as  married  to  D.  H.  Noel  and  died 
in  1873.  Henry  H.  and  James  A.  are  farm- 
ers, residing  in  Burleson  county,  and  Anna 
was  married  to  T.  E.  Elsie  and  lives  in  north 
Texas. 

Thomas  F.  Gilley,  sixth  son  and  youngest 

child  of  Hays  B.  and  Haney  Gilley,  w'as  born 

in  Washington  county,  Texas,  June  27, 

1858.  His  parents  moving  to  Caldwell  when 

ho  was  an  infant,  his  boyhood  and  youth 

were  passed  in  this  place  and  on  a farm  in 

this  county,  whei'e  he  received  such  educa 

tional  advantages  as  w'ere  afforded  by  the 

schools  when  he  was  growing  np.  Having 

been  reared  mainly  on  the  farm  he  took  up 

farming  when  he  began  doing  for  himself 

and  until  1882  was  activeW  engaired  in  ai^-- 

ricnltural  i>ursnits.  Having  alwavs  showm  a 
1 o 

tomlness  for  mathematics  and  an  aptitude  for 
bonks  he  took  up  the  study  of  book  keeping, 
wduch  he  mastered  and  in  the  year  last 


named  (jnit  the  fann  and  l)Ogan  book-keep- 
ing for  the  firm  of  Jenkins  & Jenkins,  lum- 
her  merchants  of  Caldwell,  and  has  been 
with  them  continuously  since.  He  retains 
his  farming  interests,  however,  owning  a 
well-improved  place  of  about  370  acres  in 
the  vicinity  of  Hookerville,  over  half  of 
which  is  in  cultivation,  which  he  leases.  For 
ten  years  past  ]\[r.  Gilley  has  stuck  closely 
to  business  pursuits  and  in  fact  has  never 
held  any  public  office,  but  occasionally  takes 
an  active  interest  in  State  and  local  politics, 
being  a Democrat  “ in  whom  there  is  no 
variableness  or  shadow  of  turnincr.”  He  has 

O 

also  been  connected  with  some  local  enter- 
prises and  always  stands  ready  to  do  his  part 
in  fostering  those  interests  that  tend  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives. 

February  24,  1892,  Mr.  Gilley  married 
Miss  Samantha  King,  of  Caldwell,  a daugh- 
ter of  J.  M.  and  Mary  King,  and  the  eldest 
of  a family  of  tive  children.  Mrs.  Gilley 
was  born  in  Burleson  county,  December  19, 
1869.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilley  have  one  child, 
a boy,  Thomas  Sion. 

j ESSE  HARRIS,  deceased. — The  subject 
of  this  notice  was  a native  of  Greene 
county,  Georgia,  where  he  was  born  in 
1809.  He  was  reared  in  that  county  and 
there,  December  20,  1838,  married  Miss 
Louisa  C.  Rainwater,  with  whom  he  settled 
on  a farm  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  1853.  He  then  came  to  Texas 
and  located  in  Washington  county  and,  put- 
ting out  at  interest  what  money  he  had,  en- 
gaged in  overseeing  one  year,  when  he  rented 
land  and  engaged  in  farming  there  till  1870. 
He  move<l  that  year  to  Burleson  county, 
where  he  purchased  650  acres  of  land  on 
which  he  settled  and  began  farming  for  him- 
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self.  lie  died  on  this  place  in  1878.  lie 
was  an  industi-ioiis,  good  citizen,  a consistent 
Ciiiistiati  gentleman,  a kind  and  accommo- 
datino;  neighbor  and  a devoted  husband  and 
father. 

]\Irs.  Louisa  C.  Harris,  widow  of  Jesse 
Hands,  was  born  in  Pendleton  district.  South 
Cai'olina,  April  BO,  1821.  Her  parents  were 
John  and  Martlia  Kainwater,  who  were'  na- 
tives, the  father  of  Pendleton  district,  South 
Carolina,  where  he  was  born  in  1790,  and 
the  mother  also  of  South  Carolina,  where  she 
was  born  in  1796.  The  parents  of  John 
Kainwater  were  Solomon  and  Ruth  (Felton) 
Kainwater,  of  Scotch  origin.  Solomon  Rain- 
water was  a South  Carolinian  by  birth  and 
died  in  his  native  State  in  1815,  at  about  the 
age  of  fifty.  The  children  of  Solomon  and 
Ruth  Rainwater  were:  Diliex,  who  married 
Richard  Phillips,  a Baptist  minister;  Job; 
John;  Rebecca,  who  was  married  to  Aaron 
Oli pliant;  Rachel;  Rhoda,  who  was  married 
to  Lasen  Cox;  Abner;  Asenith,  who  was 
married  to  a Mr.  Morehead,  and  Elisha. 
Martha  Rainwater  was  a daughter  of  Richard 
and  Mary  (Parker)  Adams,  whose  children 
were:  Martha  (Mrs.  Rainwater),  Parker, 

Annie,  Rebecca,  Clarissa,  Richard  and  James. 
John  and  Martha  Rainwater’s  children  were: 
Mary  Louisa,  who  died  young;  Addison 
Franklin;  Louise  C.  (Mrs.  Harris);  AVilliam 
Jasper;  John  Bayless  Earl  and  Ibsan  Haines- 
worth,  twins;  Francis  Marion;  Pulaski  Lafay- 
ette; Adeline  Amanda,  who  first  married 
(Jliver  Carrington,  and  after  his  death  a Mr. 
Host  a;  Mary  Clemantine,  who  married  Will- 
iam Hall,  and  George  Milton. 

John  Rainwater  died  in  Greene  county, 
Georgia,  July  22,  1836.  Me  had  enjoyed 
good  educational  advantages  in  eaiJy  life  and  ! 
was  a teacher  for  many  years.  After  his  I 
death  his  widow  took  charge  of  his  estate  I 


and  managed  it  with  success  until  her  death. 

O 

Mrs.  Louise  C.  Ham’s  was  reared  in  Greene 
county,  Georgia,  and  i-eceived  a fairly  good 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  county.  On 
the  death  of  her  husband  in  1878  she  took 
charge  of  his  interests  and  has  since  man- 
aged  them  successfully.  Tlie  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harris  are:  Celeste  Missouri,  who 

was  marritd  to  Adolph  Testard,  and  is  now 
deceased;  Martha  T.,  who  is  the  widow  of 
Benjamin  Delamater  and  now  matron  of 
Baylor  Female  College  at  Belton;  Eliza 
Julia,  wife  of  Judge  Alexander  AV.  Mclvor, 
of  Caldwell;  John  A¥.  deceased;  Lucy  El- 
dridge,  wife  of  James  H.  Hill;  James  Ad- 
dison, deceased;  Adaline  Clementine,  who 
died  young;  Adoniram  Judson;  AA^illiam 
Jesse;  Mary  Ellen,  who  first  married  Judson 
H.  Hill,  and  after  his  death  John  Hill;  and 
Georgia  Lou,  the  wife  of  F.  F.  Bledsoe,  of 
Lampasas. 

The  parents  of  Jesse  Harris  wei-e  Wilmot 
E.  and  Kate  (Morris)  Harris,  who  were 
natives  of  North  Carolina.  They  moved 
to  Georgia  early  in  this  century,  where 
they  died,  the  father  in  1846  at  the  age 
of  seventy,  and  the  mother  in  1852,  well 
advanced  in  age.  They  were  the  parents 
of  eight  children:  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Joshua  Cannon;  Patience,  who  married  L. 
B.  Jackson;  Jesse;  Benjamin  T. ; Charles 
and  James,  twins;  Simon;  Frederick;  and 
Mary,  who  married  John  Eidson.  Jesse 
Harris  was  for  a number  of  years  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Mrs.  Harris 
has  also  been  a life-long  member. 

CAPTAIN  JOHN  J.  MONClIRE,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Bastrop  county, 
was  born  in  Caroline  county,  Virginia, 
Mai'ch  16,  1829,  a son  of  AVilliam  A.  imd 
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Liicj  A.  (Gatewood)  Moncure,  natives  also 
of  that  State.  The  Moncure  family  are 
Fh-ench  Huguenots,  and  lied  from  France  to 
Scotland  about  1008,  and  from  there  the  an- 
cestor of  the  present  family  came  to  Amer- 
ica, in  the  person  of  Kev.  John  Moncure. 
He  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Kinoff,  now 
county  of  Kincardine,  Scotland,  in  1709  or 
1710,  emigrated  to  Virginia  in  about  1733, 
and  died  March  10,  1764.  His  wife,  nee 
Fh-ances  Brown,  was  a dauorhter  of  Dr.  Gus- 
tavus  and  F^'rances  (Fawke)  Brown,  natives  of 
Maryland.  The  Fawkes  are  a noted  family 
of  England.  Rev.  Moncure  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Northumberland  county,  studied 
theology,  returned  to  England,  and  received 
ordination  at  the  hands  of  tiie  Lord  Bishop  of 
London.  After  returning  to  Virginia  he  be- 
came assistant  minister  to  Rev.  Scott,  rector 
of  Overwliarton  parish,  Stafford  county,  Vir- 
ginia, and  after  the  latter’s  death  he  became 
his  successor.  He  was  the  fatlier  of  five 
children:  John  B.,  born  July  13,  1744,  died 
in  infancy;  Frances,  who  married  Travers 
Daniel;  John,  born  January  22,  1746,  mar- 
ried Ann  Conway;  and  Jean,  born  in  1753, 
w'as  married  in  1775  to  General  (also  Gov- 
ernor) James  Wood,  of  Virginia,  and  died  in 
1822.  The  second  son,  John,  was  the  father 
of  five  children:  John;  William  ; Agnes,  wdio 
married  John  Robinson;  Edwin;  and  Ann. 
who  was  twice  married,  to  Thomas  and  Rich- 
ard Garkins.  The  eldest  son,  John  Moncure, 
married  Alice  Peachy,  and  they  had  nine 
children,  viz.:  John,  Alice  P.,  Frances  A. 
(wlio  married  John  G.  Hull),  Thomas  G., 
Hannah  (who  became  the  wife  of  ^lichael 
Wallace),  William  A.,  Richard  C.  F^.,  Edwin 
R.  and  Henry  L.  Thus  the  first  born  son  of 
each  of  the  early  families  was  called  John,  i 
and  this  form  still  continues.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  a di- 


.^>'.>7 

rect  line  from  Rev.  John  Moncure,  and  w\as 
born  November  1,  1772.  He  had  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  AVilliam,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  the  third  in  order  ofLirth.  He 
was  born  November  27,  1803,  and  died  in 
March,  1862.  He  was  married  March  4, 
1828,  and  had  thirteen  children,  eleven  of 
whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  namely: 
John  J..  our  subject;  AVilliam  Cassius,  who 
was  married  in  1860,  to  Allenia  M.  Cottiell; 
Thomas  J.,  was  twice  married,  first  to  Fannie 
Washington  Moncure,  and  afterw^ard  to  her 
sister,  Margarete  Moncure;  Anna  George, 
became  the  wife  of  Daniel  AV.  Norman;  St. 
Leger  Landon  married  Lucy  George  Oliver; 
Eustace  Conway  married  F^'annie  M.  Irby; 
Mary  Alice  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Burk; 
Rubynetta  married  William  H.  Glasscock; 
Cassandria  Oliver  became  the  wife  of  William 
H.  Lyne;  Richard  Travers  married  Anti  J. 
Gaskins;  and  Lucy,  who  died  unmarried. 

Hon.  William  A.  Moncure,  the  fatlier  of 
our  subject,  was  educated  in  AVilliam  and 
Mary’s  college,  Virginia,  and  in  early  life  was 
engaged  in  farming.  H served  his  native 
county  as  Representative  to  the  State  Legis- 
lature for  four  years,  and  was  then  elected  to 
the  State  Senate,  but  resigned  that  position 
after  serving  a few  terms.  He  ne.xt  served 
as  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  until  his  death, 
having  devoted  the  most  of  his  life  to  the 
public.  Mr.  Moncure’s  brother,  Hon.  Rich- 
ard Cassius,  served  as  President  Judge  of  the 
A^irginia  Court  of  Appeals  from  1852  to 
1864.  He  received  the  honorable  degree  of 
LL.  4).,  at  the  AVashington  and  Lee  Uni- 
versity, in  1872.  He  was  the  father  of  Hon. 
.lohn  C.  Moncure,  of  Louisiana. 

Captain  John  James  Moncure,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Hanover  county,  Virginia,  under  Rev.  F\i.\. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  engaged  ii\ 
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agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  State,  ami 
in  1852  came  to  Texas.  After  lamliim  at 

D 

Galveston,  he  taught  school  for  a time  in 
Harris  county,  and  left  that  county  for  tlie 
purpose  of  joining  the  rangers,  but  did  not 
serve  in  that  struggle.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1852  Mr.  Moncure  located  in  Bastrop  comity, 
where  he  was  encraged  in  farmino-,  stock- 
raising  and  surveying  until  about  18G2.  In 
that  year  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
Sheriff,  but  resigned  that  office  before  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  service.  In  18G1  he 
joined  Captain  Hysmith’s  company,  Parsons’ 
regiment,  of  which  he  served  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant- until  the  re-organization,  when  he  re- 
signed his  commission  and  joined  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Texas  Cavalry,  Company  I,  under 
Colonel  A.  W.  Terrill,  in  the  Trans-Missis- 
sippi Department.  Mr.  Moncure  was  elected 
First  Lieutenant  of  his  company,  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill, 
was  constantly  engaged  in  battles  and  skir- 
mishes for  thirty-two  days,  and  his  last  en- 
gagement was  at  Yellow  Bayou.  After 
remaining  home  a short  time  he  returned  to 
his  command,  and  was  with  Colonel  Terrill  in 
his  defense  at  Morgan’s  Ferry,  Atchafalaya, 
Louisiana.  Mr.  Moncure  was  promoted  from 
Lieutenant  to  Captain,  and  later  held  the  rank 
of  Major.  They  disbanded  at  Corsicana, 
Texas,  and  after  returning  home  our  subject 
at  once  resumed  farmincr  and  stock-raisincr. 

O 

He  owns  1,200  aci-es  of  fine  land,  and  has 
also  given  his  two  eldest  children  each  a 
farm.  He  has  the  finest  orchard  in  the 
county,  consisting  of  fifteen  acres,  devoted  to 
pairs,  peaches,  plums,  apples,  etc.  He  also 
raises  standard-bred  horses,  Durham  cattle 
and  other  stock.  In  18GG  Mr.  Moncure  was 
elected  as  Ilepresentrtive  of  Bastrop  county, 
but  was  removed  from  office  with  ex-Gov- 
ernor  Throckmorton.  Since  that  time  lu' 


has  never  accepted  a political  office,  although 
he  has  been  frequently  nominated  to  [>osi- 
tions  of  trust. 

In  1855  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Julia  Deckard,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Julia  (Henderson) 
Deckard.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moncure  had  nine 
children,  only  three  of  whom  lived  to  years 
of  maturity:  Bettie  Alice,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Bobert  A.  Jeffries;  Anna  G.,  wife  of 
AYalter  Isorman,  of  Smitiiville;  and  Cassius 
Lee,  who  married  Miss  Hattie  IS uckols,  and 
resides  in  Bastrop.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  March  5,  1870,  having  been  a member  of 
the  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
1871  Mr.  Moncure  married  Ann  Deckard,  a 
sister  of  his  former  wife,  and  they  have  had 
seven  children;  John,  deceased;  Mary  AYise, 
deceased;  Lucy  George,  deceased ; Charlotte; 
Jemmie;  AYalter  N.  and  Benjamin  S.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moncure  are  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  the  former 
also  affiliates  with  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Bas- 
trop Lodge,  No.  244. 

T[AMES  AY.  BllAN'CH,  a successful 
K j|  farmerof  Williamson  county,  Texas,  was 
born  in  Williamson  county,  Tennessee, 
December  24,  181G,  a son  of  Nicholas  and 
Elizabeth  (Hurst)  Branch.  The  father  was 
raised  and  itiarried  in  North  Carolina,  where 
he  also  raised  his  family,  consisting  of  six 
children.  Two  dauohters  are  still  living: 
Eliza,  aged  ninety  years,  is  now  Mrs.  Sledge, 
and  a resident  of  Florence;  and  Elizabeth, 
now  Mrs.  Culp,  of  Obion  county,  Tennessee. 
The  Branch  family  were  prominent  in  North 
(’arolinain  the  early  days,  and  John  Branch, 
one  of  the  first  Governors  of  the  State,  was 
a near  relative  of  the  father  <d’  onr  subject. 
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James  W.  I’rancli,  tlie  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  depi'ived  of  a mother’s  care,  wlien 
only  one  year  old,  after  which  lie  lived  with 
relatives  for  a time,  and  finally  made  his 
home  with  a married  sister  until  reaching 
manhood.  In  184:(),  in  company  with  his 
brother,  Nicholas,  he  came  to  Texas,  locating 
first  in  Shelby  county.  Five  years  later,  in 
the  early  part  of  1846,  he  arrived  in  William- 
son county,  where  he  first  purchased  525  acres 
of  land,  but  now  owns  only  about  300  acres, 
175  acres  cultivated. 

In  Shelby  county,  in  1842,  Mr.  Branch  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Nancy  Matthews, 
who  was  born  in  Mississippi.  She  was  early 
left  an  orphan,  and  came  to  Texas  with  her 
brother-in-law,  Rev.  M.  11.  Jones.  To  this 
union  were  born  nine  children,  namely : John 
Wesley,  engaged  in  the  sheep  business,  near 
Sherwood,  Texas;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  J.  L.  Rucker,  of  Georgetown, 
Texas;  Eliza  J.,  wife  of  A.  H.  Arnold,  of 
Columbia,  Missouri;  Virginia  A.,  wife  of 
Crockett  Colyer,  of  Georgetown,  Texas; 
Sarah  F.,  deceased;  Martha  K.,  deceased; 
James  A.,  of  Gabriel  Mills,  this  State;  Nich- 
olas, of  Sherwood;  and  Joseph,  at  home. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  April  16,  1876, 
and  two  years  afterward  Mr.  Branch  married 
Minerva  Spears.  Politically,  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party;  socially,  is  a 
Master  Mason;  and  religiously  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Church. 

AMES  W.  PAGE,  a well-known  and 
public-spirited  citizen  of  Burleson  coun- 
ty, Texas,  is  deserving  of  some  per- 
sonal consideration  on  the  ])ages  of  this  work. 
For  twenty  yeaivs  ho  lias  been  a resident  of 
tliis  State,  coming  herti  to  better  his  financial 
88 


condition,  soon  after  the  close  of  the  late  war. 
Ti'acelitio-  overland  with  teams.  lie  landed  in 
Brazos  county  in  1874.  A year  later  he 
came  to  Burleson  county  and  rented  laud  for 
four  years  on  the  Brazos  river  bottoms.  He 
then  bought  a partially-improved  place,  and 
settled  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  since 
made  more  elaborate  improvements  on  this 
place,  now  having  a comfortable  and  attract- 
ive home,  a good  orchard  and  other  conven- 
iences. 

Mr.  Page  was  born  in  Alabama,  March  11, 
1829,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, receivincr  a common-school  education. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  and  January  22, 
1851,  he  was  married.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage he  engaged  in  merchandising,  remain- 
ing thus  occupied  until  the  opening  of  the 
war,  doing  a fairly  successful  business.  He, 
with  others,  laid  aside  his  business  and  en- 
tered the  Confederate  ranks,  enlisting  in 
1861  in  Company  E,  Second  Alabama  Regi- 
ment, beincr  consigned  to  the  southeastern 
department  of  the  Confederacy.  With  his 
command,  he  was  stationed  along  the  Mobile 
railroad,  guarding  the  property  and  keeping 
the  road  serviceable.  After  being  on  duty 
eleven  months,  he  was  obliged,  on  account  of 
ill  health,  to  return  home.  For  some  time 
he  was  laid  up  with  rheumatism.  Sub- 
seipiently  he  served  with  the  conscript  bureau, 
but  finally  was  discharged  bv  the  medical 
board,  and  returned  home.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  found  himself  completely  broken 
up.  He  then  returned  to  farming,  in  which 
occupation  he  has  been  engaged  ever  since. 

Since  comino-  to  Texas,  Mr.  Page  has  been 
cuunected  with  various  organizations,  having 
been  prominently  identified  with  the  Grange. 
He  first  joined  the  College  Grange  in  Brazos 
county,  in  1874,  of  which  lodge  he  was  Wor- 
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thy  Master.  Afterward  he  was  a member  of 
Concord  (ii-ange,  in  Ibitdeson  county,  of 
which  he  also  served  as  presiding  otHcer,  and 
at  present  he  is  a member  of  the  Caldwell 
Gi'aiige,  lie  lielj)ed  organize  the  Unrleson 
County  Co-opei'ative  Association,  and  helped 
establish  a store  at  Caldwell,  of  which  enter- 
prise he  is  still  serving  as  director.  lie  also 
helped  to  organize  the  Te.xas  Wholesale  Store, 
of  Galveston,  of  which  he  is  likewise  a di- 
rector: and  among  those  who  organized  the 
State  Grange  Fair  iSc  Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion,  held  at  IMcGregor,  none  took  a more 
active  part  than  Mr.  Fage.  Also  his  name  is 
among  the  list  of  directors  of  this  enterprise. 
Another  organization  with  which  he  is  con- 
nected is  a company  that  in  18110  built  an  oil 
mill  at  West  Caldwell,  and  of  this,  too,  he  is 
a director.  In  politics,  he  is  an  uncompro- 
mising Democrat,  .and  is  somewhat  of  a 
leader,  standing  squarely  on  the  Democratic 
national  platform,  as  enunciated  at  Chicago 
in  1892.  He  is  an  admirer  of  Mr,  Clev^eland, 
and,  in  the  absence  of  a wider  personal  expe- 
rience in  public  matters,  imposes  implicit 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the 
chief  magistrate  of  this  nation  and  his  ad- 
visers; but  in  no  sense  of  the  word  is  he  an 
office-seeker.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  his  precinct  in  1882,  and  served  two 
years.  Mr.  Page  cast  his  first  vote  for  Pres- 
ident of  the  Uni  ted  States  for  Franklin  Pierce, 
in  1852,  and  has  voted  steadily  with  the  Dem- 
ciatic  ]iarty  since.  He  was  made  a Mason  in 
April,  1851,  and  in  1854  took  the  Royal 
Arch  degree.  In  religious  belief,  he  is  a 
Fnivei'salist,  while  his  wife  is  a consistent 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

Of  Mr.  Page’s  parentage  we  record  that  his 
father,  Allen  Pfige,  was  a native  of  Georgia, 
and  th;it  his  mother,  Sarah  (W  right)  Page, 
was  born  in  South  Carolina.  Allen  Page 


was  a farmer  all  his  life;  was  a strict  mem- 
bei-  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  was  assassinated  by 
highway  robbers  in  Alabama,  in  1859.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  1890,  and  died  at  the 
old  home  in  Alabama.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, the  subject  of  our  sketch  being  the 
eldest,  and  the  only  one  of  the  family  in 
Texas.  He  had  two  brothers  in  the  war. 
One,  Kinchin  R.,  was  killed  at  Vicksburg; 
the  other,  Haskew',  passed  all  through  the 
war  and  hassincedied,  at  his  home  in  Conecuh 
county,  Alabama. 

James  W.  Page  married  Miss  Catherine 
L.  Hawthorn,  who  was  born  in  Alabama, 
December  18,  1881,  daughter  of  Joshua  and 
Nancy  C.  Hawthorn,  who  were  for  many 
years  residents  of  Conecuh  county.  Alabama, 
where  the  father  died,  in  18(50,  aged  fifty-six, 
and  the  mother  in  1846,  aged  thirty-six.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Page  have  had  three  children,  all 
natives  of  Alabama,  viz.:  Jefferson  F.,  who 
died  in  1882;  Henry  R.,  a Burleson  county 
farmer;  and  William  B.,  in  the  employ  of 
the  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and  residing  at  Dallas, 
this  State. 

Tj\{  G.  GANNAWAY,  a prominent  mer- 
jl\\  chant  of  Florence,  is  a son  of  Norvel 
J ki  and  Elizabeth  (Sanders)  Gannaway. 
' Two  brothers  of  that  name  came  to 
this  country  from  England  before  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  locating  in  Virginia.  One  of 
their  descendants,  Gregory  Gannaway,  the 
grandfather  of  our  sul)ject,  located  in  Buck- 
ingham county,  that  State,  where  Norvel 
Gannaway  was  reared  to  manhood.  The  lat- 
ter was  theie  married,  later  lived  for  a period 
in  Wythe  comity,  next  in  Lawrence  county, 
Alabama,  and  in  the  early  part  of  1830  lo- 
cated in  Talladega  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Gannaway  wei'c  tlie  parents  ot  ein;ht  cliil- 
(iren,  viz.:  Sanders,  wlio  (H(h1  when  a prisoner 
of  war;  Martha,  deceased;  Rhoda,  widow  of 
a Mr.  Houston,  of  Calhoun  county,  Alabama; 
Mary,  widow  of  a Mr.  Roberts,  of  Talladega 
county;  A.  G.,  our  subject;  James,  of  Cal- 
houn county,  Alabama;  Sarah  and  Senah, 
deceased.  The  wife  and  mother  died  about 
1840,  and  the  father  afterward  married  a 
Mrs.  Gore.  They  had  one  son,  William  L., 
who  i-esides  near  Oxford,  Alabama.  This 
wife  is  also  deceased.  Mr.  Gannaway  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  is  a prominent 
worker  and  a devoted  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  His  sister,  Rhoda,  married  a 
Mr.  Brownlow,  and  their  sou  was  the  noted 
AV.  G.  Brownlow,  who  was  prominent  as  a 
Legislator  in  the  national  Congress. 

A.  G.  Gannaway,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Wythe  county,  Virginia,  Decem- 
ber 29,  1825,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Talla- 
dega county,  that  State.  At  the  opening  of 
the  Mexican  war  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Captain  Hugh  Cunninghajii’s  company  of 
infantry,  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz, 
and  served  one  year.  He  then  taught  school 
for  about  two  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852 
located  on  his  present  farm,  near  Florence, 
Williamson  county,  Texas.  Mr.  Gannaway 
taught  scliool  in  this  city  until  1873,  since 
which  time  he  has  followed  mercantile  pur- 
suits, first  as  a clerk  for  J.  A.  MoTitgomery 
several  years.  In  1878  he  opened  his  present 
store,  and  in  addition  to  tliis  also  owns  a 
farm  of  140  acres,  which  he  rents. 

Mr.  Gannaway  was  married  in  Talladega 
county,  Alabama,  January  27,  1852,  to  Mar- 
garet C.  AVhittenl)crg.  They  have  had  seven 
children:  Ella,  deceased;  Sarah  A.,  wife  of 
T.  B.  Hoover,  of  Bell  comity;  Mary  A.,  now 
Mi-s.  B.  S.  Iloovei'  and  a resident  of  Flor-  i 
enc(‘;  James  L.,  of  Austin;  Norvel  A.,  who  1 


I resides  near  this  city;  Annie  M.,  at  home; 
Thomas  S.,  of  Florence.  Mr.  Gannaway 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
served  as  County  Commissioner  one  term, 
and  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twenty  years. 
In  his  social  relations,  he  is  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  has  served  as  llioh  Priest  of  the 
Chapter,  and  is  now  Secretary  of  Florence 
Lodge,  and  is  also  Treasurer  in  the  1.  O.  f).  F., 
in  which  he  has  held  other  high  offices,  lie 
is  a Steward  in  the  Methodist  Church. 



GAV.  turner,  another  one  of  the 
enterprising  farmers  and  prominent 
citizens  of  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  is 
found  in  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Turner  was  born  in  Tennessee,  March 
13,  1835,  and  whpn  quite  young  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Alabama.  In  Novembei-, 
1849,  the  family  came  to  Texas  and  located 
in  Bastrop  county,  where,  he  has  since  lived. 
He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  had  limited 
educational  advantages,  remaining  a me.mber 
of  the  home  circle  until  the  opening  of  the 
late  war.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  AV.  H.  Parsons’  brigade,  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department.  The  most  of  his 
service  was  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana.  His 
first  battle  was  at  Cotton  Plant.  After  that 
he  was  in  many  important  battles  and  did  a 
great  deal  of  skirmishing.  In  all  his  service, 
however,  he  was  never  wounded  or  taken 
prisoner.  He  was  in  Texas  on,  the  Little 
Brazos  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  when, 
the  forces  disbanding,  he  returned  home. 

In  the  fall  of  1866  Mr.  Turner  engaged  in 
mercantile  business  at  Hogeyo,  in  this 
county,  and  eighteen  months  later  removed 
; his  stock  to  Alum  Creek,  same  county,  wlu-i-e 
i he  continued  in  business  unt il  1875,  succeed- 
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ing  fairly  well.  Then  he  sold  out  and  turned 
Ids  attention  to  fanning,  in  which  occnpation 
he  has  since  been  ennaaed.  flis  first  farm 

O 

he  sold  in  1880,  and  bought  another,  which, 
after  raising  three  crops  on  it,  he  also  sold. 
Then  he  bought  his  present  farm,  500  acres, 
which  had  some  improvements  on  it  at  the 
time  of  purchase  He  has  since  l)uilt  his 
commodious  residence  and  made  other  sub- 
stantial improvements,  and  now  has  115 
acres  under  c.ulti vation,  renting  some  of  it 
and  hiring  help  to  cultivate  the  rest.  Cotton 
and  corn  form  his  chief  crop.  Soon  after 
coming  to  Elgin  he  opened  a Imtchering  and 
saloon  business,  and  was  meeting  \vith  sue- 
cess  when  his  entire  establishment  was  burned. 
This  was  a total  loss,  as  he  had  no  insurance. 

Mr.  Turner’s  parents.  Dr.  J.  L.  and  Juliana 
(Sessums)  Turner,  were  born  in  Tennessee 
and  North  Carolina  respectively.  Dr.  Tur- 
ner was  a prominent  physician  of  his  day, 
and  in  addition  to  his  professional  duties  he 
also  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits,  having 
a number  of  slaves.  He  was  born  in  Sep- 
tember, 1799,  and  died  in  1870.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  187G,  when  she,  too,  passed 
away.  They  had  a family  of  fifteen  children, 
three  of  whom  died  young.  The  others  are 
as  follows:  William,  who  died  in  1857; 
Della,  wife  of  H.  Olsup,  both  being  deceased ; 
Sanford,  who  was  killed  in  the  army;  Har- 
riet, who  married  J.  Olsup,  both  now 
deceased;  Wade  H.,  who  died  in  1857;  C. 
W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary,  wife  of 
J.  Wilks,  both  deceased;  Henry  IJ..,  a resi- 
dent of  Taylor,  Te.xas;  JulianaC.,  widow  of 
II.  L.  Harkins,  residc.s  in  Lee  county, 
Texas;  John  15. , of  Hunt  county,  this  State; 
W.  E.,  of  Lee  county;  and  Ann  E.,  widow  of 
Ezekiel  Wilson,  Lampasas  county. 

The  subject  of  oui'  skt^tch  lias  betm  twice  | 
married.  lu  May,  1807,  he  wedded  Miss  I 


Mattie  E.  Litton,  a daughter  of  John  Litton. 
Her  father  came  to  Te.xas  when  this  State 
was  a Repulilic,  and  was  one  of  the  Indian 
fighters  of  early  times.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  stock  business  here  and  also  farmed  some, 
dying  about  1858  and  leavimr  a large  estate. 
Mrs.  Mattie  E.  Turner  died  in  1868,  her 
only  child  dying  about  the  same  time. 
November  22,  1871,  Mr.  Turner  married 
Mrs.  Kate  JI.  Hamilton,  widow  of  15.  M. 
Hamilton.  I5y  her  first  husband  she  had 
one  child,  Minnie  L.  Hamilton,  now  the  wife 
of  W.  J.  Jackson.  Mrs.  Turner’s  father,  A. 
A.  Tisdale,  a native  of  South  Carolina,  came 
to  Texas  in  1847  and  located  in  Bastrop 
county,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life 
engaged  in  farming,  and  where  he  died  in 
1800.  His  wife  lived  until  1890.  Follow- 
in<T  are  the  names  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tisdale’s 
children:  Mary  M.;  J.  E.;  Nannie  N.;  Sara 
E.;  Mattie;  William  H.,  who  entered  the 
Confederate  army  and  was  killed  in  bat- 
tle at  Vicksburg;  Lu  R. ; Jane;  Virginia;  and 
Kate,  who  was  born  in  Texas,  October  11, 
1848.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner  have  had  nine 
children,  one  of  whom  died  young.  The 
others  are  all  at  home  and  are  as  follows: 
William  ‘S. ; Mattie  E. ; Legrand  S. ; Callie; 
Nash;  Wallace  W. ; John  O. ; and  Tom 
Green. 

Mr.  Turner  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

A^fES  P.  MAGILL,  one  of  the  well 
known  and  respected  citizens  of  Will- 
iamson county,  was  born  in  Lincoln 
county,  Kentucky,  March  5,  1825,  a<son  of 
Samuel  P.  and  Nancy  (Shackleford)  Magill, 

I the  former  of  whom  died  in  Burnet  county, 

I April  5,  1805,  and  the  latter  in  February  of  the 
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same  yoar.  At  the  age  ol'  twenty-one  years 
James  I^.  came  to  Texas,  and  wliile  on  tlie 
the  road  from  Houston  to  Austin  the  first 
battle  of  tlie  Mexican  war  occurred,  on  the 
Rio  Grande  river.  Sliortly  after  arriving  in 
tliis  State  he  joined  Captain  II.  E.  McCul- 
loch’s company  of  State  rangers,  vvdiich  had 
been  mustered  into  the  United  States  service; 
was  elected  Second  Lieutenant,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  struggle. 
The  company  was  ordered  to  the  scene  of  war 
two  different  times,  but  never  succeeded  in 
getting  beyond  the  Rio  Grande,  as  they  were 
needed  to  protect  the  border.  After  the 
close  of  hostilities  Mr.  Magill  spent  two  years 
in  his  native  State,  was  there  married,  and 
then  returned  to  Texas.  He  located  in  what 
is  now  Burnet  county,  where  he  remained  for 
twenty  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
county,  and  served  as  County  Clerk  eight 
years.  He  then  resigned  that  position,  and 
in  1863  represented  the  counties  of  Burnet, 
Llano  and  San  Saba  in  the  Legislature.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Burnet  county,  Mr.  Ma- 
gill devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  State 
ranger  service,  having  had  command  of  a 
company  of  scouts.  In  1865,  in  a light  with 
the  Indians  in  Burnet  county,  he  was  wounded 
in  the  lower  left  side  by  an  arrow,  but,  as  it 
was  then  winter,  he  was  heavily  clad,  and  the 
arrow  passed  through  thirty-two  layers  of 
cloth,  and  ranged  backward  to  the  back  bone. 
In  1869  our  subject  purchased  his  present 
farm  of  800  acres,  200  acres  of  which  is  un- 
der a tine  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  served 
one  term  as  Commissioner  of  Williamson 
county,  and  during  that  time  the  present 
handsome  and  commodious  court  house  was 
built. 

Mr.  Magill  was  married  in  Wayne  county, 
Kentucky,  March  5,  1850,  to  Angelina  S.,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Rachel  Evans.  The 
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parents  came  to  Texas  late  in  life,  and  the 
father  died  in  Lampasas  county,  January  28, 
1866,  and  the  mother  at  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, in  Burnet  county,  March  6,  1867.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Magill  had  fourteen  children, 
twelve  of  whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity, 
namely:  Sarah,  who  died  in  Burnet  county, 

December  29,  1865;  Mary,  wife  of  Robert 
Hanna,  of  Williamson  county;  Julia,  wife  of 
J.  N.  Mason,  also  of  this  county;  T.  W. 
Magill,  of  Georgetown;  James  P.  Magill,  a 
resident  of  Los  Angeles  county,  California; 
Ella,  wife  of  John  T.  Bryson ; Samuel  David 
Magill,  of  William.son  county;  J.  D.  Magill, 
also  a resident  of  this  county;  S.  H.  Magill, 
at  home;  M.  B.  Mao-ill,  of  Georgetown;  11. 
E.  Magill,  of  Burnet  county,  Texas;  Nannie, 
at  home;  Susie,  at  home;  and  Katy,  who 
died  October  27,  1892,  aged  seventeen  years. 
Mr.  Magill  votes  with  the  Dem,ocratic  party. 
He  was  made  a Mason  in  Wayne  county, 
Kentucky,  in  1850,  served  as  Secretary  and 
Worshipful  Master  of  Valley  Lodge  at  Bur- 
net, and  has  taken  all  the  Chapter  degrees. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

C.  CASKEY,  of  Williamson  county, 
Texas,  is  a son  of  Samuel  and  Nancy  A. 
(Coffey)  Caskey.  In  1768  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  John  Caskey,  emi- 
grated with  his  wife  and  two  children  from 
Ireland  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Lancaster 
district,  that  State,  in  1839,  was  married  in 
1810,  and  in  1816  the  entire  family  moved 
to  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  where  they 
.were  among  the  first  pioneers.  The  grand- 
father died  in  that  place,  aiid  the  father  after- 
ward moved  to  Lincoln  county,  Tennessee, 
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where  lie  (lied  in  December,  1839.  lie  was 
a farmer  and  mechanic  hy  jnofession,  and 
wa.s  a Democrat  in  his  political  views.  The 
mother  of  oiir  snliject  was  of  Scotch- Irish 
descent,  and  was  raised  in  Lancaster  district, 
South  Carolina.  She  died  in  Florence,  Te.xas, 
in  1883.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C askey  were  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children,  namely:  Esther, 

widow  of  a Mr.  Wells,  of  Giles  county,  Ten- 
nessee; J.  C.,  our  subject;  Janies  J.  and 
AViley,  deceased;  Samuel  W.,  of  Maury 
county,  Tennessee;  Lucinda,  now  Mrs. 
Meadows,  of  ATilson  county,  that  State;  Mar- 
garet, II.  Ij.  and  Martha,  deceased;  and 
Emma,  now  Mrs.  East,  of  Wayne  county, 
Tennessee. 

J.  C.  Caskey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  district.  South  Caro- 
lina, August  13,  1814.  lie  went  to  Tennes- 
see with  his  parents,  and  lived  in  Maury  and 
Giles  counties  until  September  26,  1861, 
when  he  came  by  wagon  to  Texas.  He  lo- 
cated the  land  on  which  the  town  of  Florence 
is  now  situated,  and  at  one  time  owned  as 
many  as  1,350  acres.  He  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  this  section,  has  been  active  as  a 
trader  in  real-estate,  and  has  done  much  to 
develop  the  farming  land  of  Williamson 
county.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  held  the  office  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  during  the  late  war 
served  as  County  Commissioner.  Mr.  Caskey 
has  been  a member  of  the  Christian  Churcli 
for  forty-live  years,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
Elder  many  different  times. 

He  was  married  in  Maury  county,  Ten- 
nessee, July  30,  1834,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
low’ing  children:  William  J.,  of  Salado, 

Texas;  Nancy  A.,  wife  of  Dr.  Ik  II.  Adams, 
of  Florence;  George  I),  a farmer  two  miles 
east  of  this  city;  Sarah  V.,  deceased,  was  the  ' 
wife  of  P.  S.  Gi-ay;  Elizabeth  II. , wife  of  T.  I 


1).  Whitten l)crg,  of  Florence;  Mildred  A., 
deceased,  wa.s  the  wife  of  James  T.  Wales; 
Mary  1^.,  wife  of  P.  M.  McCaskell,  of  Flor- 
ence; Martha  M.,  wife  of  W.  H.  Cabell, 
also  of  this  city;  and  John  S.  S.,  of  Bell 
county,  Texas.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
this  city  November  28,  1891,  and  since  that 
time  Mr.  Caskey  has  lived  with  his  children. 


APTAIN  JOSFPH  C.  ROWLAND.^^ 
Robei’t  Rowland,  a native  of  Virginia,  a 
brave  and  adventurous  pioneer,  settled 
in  Tennessee  some  time  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  century,  wdiere  he  took  part  in  lay- 
ing the  foundation  of  the  great  commonwealth 
wdiich  sprang  from  the  colonies  planted  by 
Sevier,  Robertson  and  their  compatriots. 
Later,  probably  about  the  first  of  this  cen- 
tury, he  mov'ed  to  Alabama,  taking  pai’t  in 
the  early  settlement  of  that  State.  He  died 
there  well  advanced  in  years.  He  had  a num- 
ber of  sons,  one  of  whom  was  Joseph,  born 
in  Tennessee  in  the  year  1785,  who  ac- 
companied his  tather  to  Alabama  on  his  re- 
moval to  that  State,  being  then  a lad  in  his 
’teens.  Joseph  Rowland  married  Tempe  Aus- 
tin in  Morgan  county,  Alabama,  and  settled 
in  that  county,  which  he  made  his  home  for 
many  years.  He  was  a frontiersman  in 
spirit,  fond  of  the  chase  and  full  of  adven- 
ture. He  served  in  the  Creek  w'ar  of  1836 
and  took  a lively  interest  in  the  affairs  then 
ffoing  on  between  Texas  and  Mexico.  He 
had  had  his  mind  on  Texas  for  a number  of 
years,  and  finally,  in  1837,  moved  to  this 
State,  heading  for  the  Brazos  country  and 
making  his  first  stop  at  the  old  Mexican  town 
of  Tenoxtitlan,  located  in  what  is  now  the 
northeast  corner  of  Burleson  countv.  He 
residral  at  this  place  until  1840,  when  he 


; *• 
t 


I 

■ I 

' i,‘. 


u 

I., 

ii  •'( 

<#i 


i,- 


(01 


/:  • 


l>, 


. I'l  I 

H., 

;v  . 

I'C  .. 

»•  '-III 


* • * 

’ ^ 'I  ■ V , >^JW  -i  ' P(W 

t.  1 1 f-i'ir,i 

(I  t'  t 

M i|l>  1 1(1  ( ■<  1 ' » 111' 

' H ' ■ t I-  !••  A*  Iji  '(■ 

I 

■ ■ 1 nil  ' l4l»(ltP^  „f»r‘ 

t 

' I t*ll  u 

I >1. 


'■  ,«:*  . '<'1  ' j 

*'*«V4  «>•  t 

*Ult  |»  Ikil  -^4't 


’ * fvri‘.*'.Al  »•  l“»ili  *ii 

r*'  i'llt-  :-‘HI  ,fc.V  # 

♦ J,'  '*4W.  /••«!«<*< H 

i'-  tu.  V 0 it#  lUii  1u  I'llxtfH 

' u ' littk  jMilittMClb 

I i‘ili.1'1  Ml  U#il‘  I..H 

I « •iri»r;  ' ■•'/  '•04  .ilX  «i( 

‘ (•'■•M  M(  I'  t . wi  \o  •JM# 

' 1“  -M  < ,iuK- tl^  t« 

■ • •.  •"  .,  , !t  t 

I'  w I i'  *1  >'  j -YJiiwoo 

iyw*  .>1  -i]  fKrinjj 

* , I|.|V>-1  kuM  yitjll 

•J^MWUttuT 

■im  I "■■•iM'  • h ilAi  Ui  ,#rr^i 

t *4i)^  iti  (tik/i  ..(|l■'•'<'H.|  y«ii  iijjw  ri')* 

i»  •'iilMUi'Ci 

>' 1 1 ■iitf'ii'i  i\,  .'rjiMw  ft  M»a  od 

' <1  • Ml  I bil!  |ttt  h«Mj  *4in  U'kiAS 

• • >1*  >.  ••  •*•  1 f)«>  «(Ml  •( 

I < ' ■'  *\  *11  «>»f4#  M (lUHO 

• I*.  • I 14(4  .itxiMo)  .(iiO  ){• 

'<n<'  '>  ■ < .^K.- u»  imUhi) 

" i>M«ruMl  »<ilt  /|ol(iT*b 

m!V  ,(  .1  j’i^*  «1*  fl.TIWJO 

■ > ..  .>(<1  UiM<  <»!♦*  r*iJtrjv)ai*CI 

I ttMMMh  I'll*  Alii  »u»U 

• • -sa 

. I.;  \ T'j,(nr.Jftf  t'  •'*•1 

'(  *»W  m)  ,M«W1  «»•/(♦ 

, MUM /I  li*in»ru)/  Y, *’■•<»« 

.1  yiM«k  nl  i»44n«irf  4#**f  mU 

•A  4tfU  ' • i!  v-^il'  I m*  I'»  4*1  ,0kt  .ofXk'jn 

*♦0  cl  V.  /nrtiliiV/  :mr(f 

. '(  *i  ,Tt|  hi  <\1)w  „A.  j».4ju»T 

<»kf.rn  M’")  /»  ,'J  tUlMMtil  lo 

.(,'  t,n  , / |(ru*'l  ; •Ml  H Mm 

I'  hi  i^tw  , U , rir>>  .U  W 


|i..  m>i  •ii'/i'  ' H,‘ 

V I • 


I 


in  STORY  OF  7’i^AM.S'. 


moved  out  on  t!ie  old  Nacogiloches  and  San 
Antonio  road,  and  settled  where  that  road 
crosses  Davidson’s  creek,  on  a tract  of  land 
adjoining  the  present  town  of  Caldwell.  He 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  this  county, 
and  died  here  in  1881,  in  the  ninety-sixth 
year  of  his  age.  Farming  and  stock-raising 
fonticd  the  chief  pursuits  of  his  life,  and, 
like  most  of  the  early  Texans,  he  cared  but 
but  little  for  wealth,  and  beyond  the  good 
living  which  he  secured,  mainly  through  his 
docks  and  herds,  his  early  removal  to  Texas 
was  without  profit  to  himself.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  his  services  in  the  war  of  183G, 
already  mentioned,  and  in  the  ranging  service 
at  an  early  day  in  .this  State,  he  had  no  pub- 
lic career.  He  was  a public-spirited  and  pat- 
riotic citizen,  however,  and  gave  abundant 
evidence  of  his  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  in  which  he  resided, 
on  all  proper  occasions.  His  wife  died  soon 
after  their  removal  to  Texas,  probably  about 
1841.  Although  deprived  of  his  faithful 
helpmeet  he  held  his  large  family  together 
and  raised  them  to  be  useful  men  and  women. 
His  eldest,  Elizabeth,  was  twice  married,  first 
to  Samuel  Sloan,  and,  after  his  death,  to  M. 

B.  Goodwin;  Nancy  Jane  was  married  to 
Alonzo  White;  Sarah  E.  was  married  to  C. 

C.  Chance;  William  Green  died  in  this 
county,  leaving  a number  of  children;  Eze- 
kiel Bertrand  entered  the  ranging  service 
when  a young  man  and  was  killed  on  the 
frontier;  Narcissa  Angeline  was  married  to 
J.  P.  Johnson,  and  after  his  death,  to  E.  J. 
Curry;  Minerva  died  unmarried;  Robert  H. 
died  in  this  county  before  marriage,  as  did 
also  Mary  A.,  the  youngest  of  tbe  family. 

Joseph  C.  Rowland,  the  sixth  of  this  pio- 
neer family,  of  Burleson  county,  was  born 
December  25,  1833.  He  was,  therefore,  only 
about  four  years  old  when  his  parents  came 
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I to  Texas.  He  was  reai’ed  in  Bm-leson  county, 
growing  up  on  the  old  homestead,  north  of 
of  Caldwell,  on  part  of  whic.h  he  now  lives. 
His  boyhood  and  youth  were  pas.-ed  in  the 
saddle  and  his  early  educational  advantages 
were  very  limited. 

In  June,  1855,  Mr.  Rowland  married  Susan 
Thomas,  a daughter  of  J.  W.  Tlutmas,  of 
Burleston  county,  and  having  secured  a small 
tract  of  land,  settled  on  it  and  became  farm- 
ing for  himself.  He  was  so  engaged  at  the 
opening  of  the  late  war,  when  at  the  first 
call  for  volunteers  he  entered  the  Confederate 
army,  enlisting  in  Company  G,  Second  Texas 
Infantry.  He  had  hardly  reached  the  field 
with  his  command  when  he  had  to  resign  on 
account  of  .ill  health  and  return  home.  But 
as  soon  as  he  recovered  he  again  enlisted, 
going  in  Waul’s  Legion,  being  elected  Cap- 
tain of  Company  A,  of  that  command,  with 
which  he  served  during  the  remainder  of  the 
war.  He  was  in  active  field  service  from  the 
date  of  his  second  enlistment  till  the  close  of 
hostilities,  taking  part  in  the  operations  in 
front  of  the  Federals  on  the  Mississippi  and 
at  Vicksburg,  and  after  the  fall  of  that  place 
in  the  engacrements  in  Arkansas  till  the  close 
of  hostilities.  He  returned  home  at  the  close 
of  the  war  and  resumed  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  in  which  he  met  with  good  success. 
Being  desirous  of  going  into  the  stock  busi- 
ness on  a larger  scale  than  the  range  in  cen- 
tral Texas  then  permitted  of,  he  made  up  a 
party  in  the  spring  of  1868,  consisting  of 
eight  or  ten  families,  with  their  household 
goods,  flocks  and  herds,  and  started  to  the 
Pacific  coast.  The  point  of  destination  was 
southern  California,  and  the  route  lay 
through  western  Texas,  New  Mexico  and 
Arizona.  The  journey  was  accomplished 
after  many  months  of  weary  travel  and  suf- 
fering, and  after  the  loss  of  nearly  all  the 
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stodv  with  whicii  the  party  set  out,  (iaptaiii 
llowlaiid’s  individual  loss  being  050  head  out 
of  about  800  liead.  Traveling  u]j  the  coast 
as  far  as  Sacraineiito,  he  spent  three  years 
ill  that  country,  engaged  mainly  in  the  stock 
business.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  decided  I 
to  return  to  Texas.  Selling  out  all  of  his 
possessions  he  took  the  train  and  came  hack, 
and  again  took  up  his  residence  in  llurleson 
county.  He  has  lived  in  this  county  since, 
most  of  the  time,  on  his  present  place,  about 
a mile  north  and  west  of  Caldwell.  Soon 
after  liis  return  in  May,  1872,  Captain  How- 
land had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wile  after 
seventeen  years  of  faithful  companionship. 
She  left  four  children:  Ezekiel;  Watt;  Sal- 
lie;  Dustie  and  Eula  Lee,  all  of  whom  are 
now  grown. 

In  1878,  Captain  Howland  married  Mrs. 
Martha  Susan  Boone,  widow  of  Squire  Boone, 
and  daughter  of  B.  G.  Thomas,  to  which 
union  two  children  were  born:  Eureka  and 
Jo,  both  daughters.  His  wife  died  in  1881, 
and  for  his  third  companion  he  married  Miss 
Emma  Boren,  a daughter  of  John  D.  and 
Lucinda  Boren,  of  Barry  county,  Missouri. 
M rs.  Rowland  was  born  in  Wapello  county; 
Iowa.  The  issue  of  this  marriage  has  been 

O 

five  children:  Seth;  Coke;  Emma;  Darden 
and  Austin. 

Captain  Howland  having  been  identified 
with  the  farming  interests,  has  always  taken 
a leading  part  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
welfare  of  the  farming  community.  He  was 
a conspicuous  figure  in  the  Grange  movetnent 
in  Burleson  county  some  years  ago,  and  is 
still  connected  with  this  order.  He  is,  and 
has  been  for  some  time,  president  of  the 
Burleson  County  Co-operative  Association, 
which  conducts  a mercantile  establishment 
at  Caklwell,  ami  seeks  by  other  co  opei'atise 
measures  to  benefit  the  faijiiing  class.  He 


I has  servetl  as  County  Commissioner  of  Bur- 
I leson  county;  as  Sherilf  and  Tax-collector,  and 
has  held  other  local  positions.  He  is  a Dem- 
(,)crat  in  |)olitics,  coming  of  a long  line  of 
Democratic  ancesti>rs,  from  whom  he  has  in- 
herited a predilection  for  the  doctrines  of 
-lelferson  and  Jackson,  which  has  been  sedu- 
ously  cultivated  by  study  and  observation. 

Captain  Howland  is  a man  of  good  intelli- 
gence, and  having  large  experience  in  Texas, 
is  full  of  information  about  Texas  ways  and 
Texas  people.  Has  fifty-odd  years  experi- 
ence in  this  State,  if  faithfully  given  would 
form  a valuable  contribution  to  Texas  remi- 
niscences. 

OHJ7  S.  SMITH,  a farmer  of  Bastrop 
county,  was  born  in  middle  Tennessee, 
January  13,  1833,  a son  of  James  and 
Hebecca  (Hale)  Smith,  natives  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  of  English  descent.  The  father, 
a farmer  and  Methodist  minister,  died  in 
Tennessee  in  1862,  his  wife  having  died  pre- 
vious to  that  time.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  nine  of 
wdiom  grew  up  to  years  of  maturity,  viz.: 
Amplias,  who  died  in  Smith  county,  Texas, 
in  1890;  Melissa,  deceased;  Mary,  deceased ; 
Erances,  who  married  a Mr.  Biirford,  moved 
to  Arkansas,  and  after  his  death  she  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Moore,  and  both  are  now 
living  at  Bine  Blutt',  Arkansas;  Jane,  who 
came  to  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  in  184:7, 
married  James  Owens,  and  both  are  now 
deceased;  James,  deceased  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years;  William,  came  to  Texas 
in  1847,  returned  to  his  former  State  four 
years  later,  and  served  through  the  late  war; 
Susan,  deceased;  and  J.  S.,  onr  sulqect. 

John  S.  Smith  was  I'eared  on  a farm  in 
western  Tennessee,  and  remained  under  the 
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[)arei)tal  roof  until  1851.  In  that  year  he 
came  to  Texas,  spent  the  first  year  in  school 
at  Brenham,  and  since  that  time  had  resided 
in  Bastrop  county.  lie  has  bought  and  sold 
large  tracts  of  laud,  but  still  owns  five  farms, 
consisting  of  1,500  acres,  000  acres  of  which 
is  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Smith  also  owns 
a store  buildinn  in  Elcrin.  In  1801  be 

O O 

entered  the  Confederate  army,  but  soon 
afterward  hired  a substitute  for  eighteen 
months.  The  rules  of  the  army  made  all 
substitutes  serve  for  themselves,  and  he  was 
again  obliged  to  enter  the  army,  after  which 
he  was  engaged  principally  in  driving  beef 
cattle. 

In  1852  Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Sarah  B., 
a daughter  of  Thomas  Christian,  a native  of 
Virginia.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Illi- 
nois, and  in  1832  came  to  Texas.  • He  was 
the  first  man  killed  by  the  Indians  on  Colo- 
rado river,  while  out  with  a surveying  party. 
A Mr.  Wilbarger  was  shot  and  scalped  at  the 
same  time,  and  left  for  dead,  but  he  after- 
wards recovered.  Mr.  Christian  was  an 
enterprising  pioneer,  and  received  a claim  to 
a league  of  land  where  Elgin  is  now  located. 
He  was  living  on  the  Colorado  river,  near 
where  Bastrop  now  stands,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  having  never  moved  to  his  claim. 
After  his  death  his  widow,  with  five  children, 
located  on  the  claim,  but  the  Indians  and 
Mexicans  soon  afterward  invaded  the  country, 
and  she  crossed  the  Sabine  river  with  the 
other  settlers.  She  was  twice  obliged  to 
leave  her  home  for  safety,  and  her  death  oc- 
curred in  this  county  in  1866.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Christian  had  five  children:  Ann  E., 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  P.  Borden;  John, 
who  ennacred  in  fiirhtino;  the  Indians  when 
about  ten  years  old,  was  in  many  battles  and 
finally  died  in  Columbus,  Texas;  Aancy,  wife 
of  Thomas  II.  Gatlin;  Jane,  now  Mrs.  J,  E. 


I Tisdal;  and  Sarah  B.,  maiTied  Mr.  Smith. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  seven  children: 
Alice,  wife  of  P.  P.  Woods;  Ann  W.,  wdio 
married  A.  J.  Brooks;  James  B.,  a farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  New  Mexico;  Hiram  B., 
a merchant  of  Elgin;  W.  A.,  a partner  in 
business  with  his  brother;  Mary  R.,  wife  of 
R.  L.  Sloop;  and  Nancy  E.,  at  home.  The 
j wife  and  mother  died  March  30,  1872.  In 
i 1877,  Mr.  Smith  married  Mrs.  Garret,  widow 
j of  Judge  Garret  and  a daughter  of  Dr.  Bar- 
bee. The  latter  was  a native  of  Kentucky, 
but  came  to  Williamson  county,  Texas,  in  an 
early  day,  where  he  practiced  his  profession 
many  years.  Mrs.  Smith  was  well  educated, 
and  was  an  assistant  teacher  in  the  high 
school  at  Salado,  Texas.  By  her  first  mar- 
riage she  had  one  son,  Clide  B.  Garret,-  who 
was  raised  by  Mr.  Smith,  and  is  now  attend- 
ing Vanderbilt  University,  of  Tennessee. 
He  is  a licensed  Methodist  minister.  Mr. 
Smith  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party, 
is  a Royal  Arch  Mason  and  Master  of  Elgin 
Lodge,  and  has  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  thirty-eight  years,  of 
which  his  wife  is  also  a member. 


Me.  MAGEE,  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  Williamson  county, 
-i  was  born  in  Yalobusha  county,  Mis- 
V sissippi,  December  2,  1837,  a son  of 
James  and  Edna  (Dawson)  Magee.  The 
father  was  a son  of  Patrick  Magee,  who  came 
from  Ireland  to  the  then  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri, where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits. 
James  Magee  was  boim  in  that  State,  and 
married  there,  moving  with  his  widowed 
mother  to  Tennessee,  and  thence  to  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  died  in  186-4.  James  Ma- 
gee's widow,  now  ninety-two  years  of  age, 
resides  with  a daughter  in  Caklwell  county. 
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Texas.  Mr.  anc^  Mrs.  Magee  were  tlie  par- 
ents of  twelve  cliildren,  viz.:  Patrick,  who 
came  to  Texas  in  1870,  and  is  now  a farmer 
of  Caldwell  county;  Samuel,  who  came  to 
this  State  in  the  same  year  and  resides  in  the 
same  county  as  his  brother;  Elbert  came  to 
Texas  in  1869  and  now  resides  in  Hardeman 
county;  C.  W-,  deceased  in  Mississippi  in 
1869;  John  D.,  who  came  to  tliis  State  in 
1859  and  died  in  1863;  M.  F’.,  our  sul)ject; 
Riley  came  to  Williamson  county,  Texas,  in 
1858,  and  died  in  1873;  Marion,  wdio  came 
to  this  State  two  different  times,  and  now 
lives  in  Mississippi;  Joe  came  in  1870  and 
resides  in  Lockhart,  Caldwell  county;  Mattie, 
wife  of  Joe  Smith,  also  of  Lockhart;  Laverna, 
wddow  of  Joe  Shin,  and  a resident  of  Cald- 
w'ell -county ; and  Robert,  who  came  to  Texas 
with  his  brother  in  1869,  locating  in  this 
.county,  died  in  1890.  Eight  of  the  sons 
served  through  the  late  war,  and  only  one  re- 
ceived a slight  wound. 

M.  F.  Magee,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
purchased  a farm  in  1857,  wdiere  he  remained 
until  1861.  In  that  year  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  First  Mississippi  Regiment,  was  con- 
signed tathe  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  Van- 
dorn’s  brigade,  after  whose  death  Mr.  Magee 
served  under  Jackson,  and  afterward  under 
Hood.  Mr.  Magee  took  part  in  all  the  promi- 
nent battles,  serving  until  the  close  of  the 
struggle,  and  was  never  wounded  or  captured. 
He  was  in  Mississippi  at  the  time  of  the  sur- 
render. After  returning  home  he  found  his 
farm  in  a neglected  state,  but  he  at  once  be- 
gan its  improvement,  and  in  1868  sold  his 
land  and  came  to  Texas.  Mr.  Magee  imme- 
diately purchased  his  present  farm  in  Will- 
iamson county,  which  was  then  all  raw'  land. 
He  now  owns  200  acres,  150  of  which  are  in 
a tine  state  of  cultivation,  and  most  of  which 
he  rents. 


August  2,  1857,  when  eighteen  years  of 
age,  Mr.  Magee  was  married  to  Sarah  A. 
Porter,  daughter  of  Jesse  A.  Porter,  a native 
of  Tennessee,  Imt  who  died  in  Mississippi. 
Mr.  and  Mi'S.  Magee  had  five  children : Anna, 
wife  of  M.  Bolden,  a farmer  of  AVilliamson 
county;  J.  W.,  a farmer  and  Treasurer  of 
Ford  county,  Texas;  Alice,  wife  of  George 
Payne,  of  Taylor,  this  State;  William  F.,  a 
merchant  of  Georgetown;  and  Lucy,  wdfe  of 
Charley  Cook,  a farmer  of  Williamson  county. 
Mrs.  Magee  died  March  24,  1871,  having 
been  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  October  14,  1880,  Mr.  Magee  mar- 
ried Miss  S.  D.  McDaniel,  w’ho  was  born  in 
Alabama,  November  12,  1860,  a daughter  of 
David  and  Eliza  (Bryan)  McDaniel,  also  na- 
tives of  that  State,  tier  father,  a physician 
by  profession,  died  March  15,  1882.  Her 
mother  afterward  married  J.  H.  Gray,  and 
she  now  resides  in  this  county.  Mrs.  Magee 
came  to  Texas  in  1872.  Our  subject  and 
w'ife  have  had  four  children:  Birdy,  born 
August  14,  1881;  Sally,  July  26,  1883; 
Ethel,  November  27,  1886;  and  Minnie, 
June  27,  1888. 

M r.  Magee  was  formerly  a Democrat,  but 
is  now  a third-party  man.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Alliance,  and,  religiously, 
both  lie  and  his  wife  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


AMES  A.  WOOD,  an  enterprising  and 
successful  citizen  of  Bastrop  county, 
was  born  in  TraviS  county,  Texas, 
April  9,  1850,  a son  of  William  and  Louisa 
(Glover)  Wood,  natives  of  Alabama.  The 
parents  came  to  Texas  in  1849,  rented  land 
at  Weberville,  Travis  county,  a few  years, 
and  then  purchased  a farm,  and  afterward 
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sold  tliat  place,  and  bought  the  land  where 
our  subject  now  resides.  He  died  in  1876, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  and  his  wife 
still  lives  at  the  old  homestead,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years.  l>oth  were  consistent  members 
of  the  llaptist  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of 
whom  grow  to  years  of  juaturity:  AYilliam, 

a farmer  of  Bastrop  county;  Jack,  also 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  iu  this 
county;  James  A.,  our  subject;  Molley,  at 
home;  Thomas,  deceased  at  the  age  of  thirty 
years;  Elledge,  a farmer  of  Bastrop  county; 
Fanny,  wife  of  J.  C.  Chapman,  of  this 
county;  Charles,  deceased;  and  Janie, 
deceased. 

James  A.  Wood,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  he  then  began 
farming  his  interest  in  the  home  place.  In 
1888  he  purchased  a farm  on  the  Colorado 
river,  and  he  now  owns  262  acres,  150  acres 
under  a fine  state  of  cultivation.  His  land  is 
located  in  the  Colorado  valley,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
He  now  has  about  150  steers.  In  1887  Mr. 
Wood  established  a postoffice  at  McDuff,  of 
which  he  was  appointed  Postmaster.  In 
1882  he  opened  a general  mercantile  store 
on  his  farm,  which  he  conducted  successfully 
twelve  years,  but  in  November,  1892,  both 
the  store  and  post  office  were  burned.  He 
carried  but  a small  insurance.  In  1888  Mr. 
Wodd  erected  a steam  gin;  in  1892  built 
another  in  a different  neighborhood,  and  dur- 
ing the  present  year  will  make  about  1,500 
bales  of  cotton.  In  1892  he  embarked  in 
the  drug  business,  and  the  postoffice  is  now 
located  in  his  store  Imildino;. 

Novembei'  14,  1878,  Mr.  Wood  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Rivers,  who  was 
born  in  this  State,  June  1,  1857,  a daughter 


of  Will  iam  Rivei-s.  The  latter  came  to  Bas- 
trop county,  Texas,  in  1858,  where  he  served 
as  a Methodist  minister  many  years.  He  died 
in  1878,  and  his  wife  also  departed  this  life 
the  same  year.  They  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children:  Sally,  wife  of  J.  I.  McCinis; 
W.  H.,  engaged  in  the  banking  business  at 
Elgin;  Mattie,  wife  of  our  subject;  Molley, 
now  Mrs.  AV.  O.  Strans;  Emma,  wife  of 
Samuel  Manor;  Joe,  of  Elgin;  and  Ida,  wife 
of  H.  Y.  Allen.'  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AYood  have 
had  five  children:  Elledge,  Charles,  Lester, 

Raleigh,  and  Bremond.  Mr.  Wood  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  In  1887  Mr.  Wood  was  a 
delegate  to  a convention  at  Mexico,  to  assist 
in  building  a church.  He  helped  dedicate 
the  first  Missionary  Baptist  Church  in 
Mexico. 

S Silas  A^ICKERS,  a farmer  of  Will- 
iamson county,  is  a son  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  (Sanders)  Vickers,  of  Ger- 
man descent.  The  family  located  in  Virginia 
in  a very  early  day,  and  later  settled  in  North 
Carolina,  where  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, Benjamin  Vickers,  was  born  and  raised. 
He  joined  the  army  during  the  Indian 
troubles,  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  under 
Mad  Anthony  Wayne,”  and  was  wounded 
during  his  service.  AVhile  on  an  expedition 
into  Canada  he  met  and  married  Henrietta 
Robinson.  AA^hen  their  son,  Janies,  was  nine 
years  of  age  they  moved  to  Logan  county, 
Ohio.  James  Vickers  was  born  in  1804, 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Logan  county, 
Ohio,  and  was  there  married  about  1827. 
In  1838  they  removed  to  Perry  county, 
Illinois,  and  nine  years  afterward  came  to 
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Caldwell  county,  Texas.  In  185G  they  went  | 
to  California,  where  the  father  was  killed  hy  j 
a rolling  login  18G9,  and  the  maternal  grand-  j 
father  of  our  subject  was  killed  by  a falling  j 
house.  Mr.  Vickers  was  a man  of  good  i 
business  judgment,  a member  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  a devoted  Christian.  The 
Sanders  family  removed  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Ohio  in  an  early  day.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Vickers  had  three  children:  Silas, 

our  subject;  Caleb  E..  who  was  a resident  of 
Mexico  when  last  heard  from;  and  Caroline, 
wife  of  W.  J.  Slaughter,  of  Frio  county, 
Texas.  The  mother  died  in  1850. 

Silas  Vickers  was  born  in  Logan  county, 
Ohio,  March  21,  1828,  and  in  1845  came 
with  his  parents  to  Texas.  In  1857  he 
moved  from  Caldwell  county  to  Williamson 
county,  and  in  18G8  located  on  his  present 
farm  of  885  acres,  fifty  acres  of  which  is 
under  a fine  state  of  cultivation.  The  land 
lies  on  the  North  Gabriel,  ten  miles  west  of 
Georgetown.  At  the  opening  of  the  late  war 
Mr.  Vickers  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Thir- 
tieth Texas  Cavalry,  and  served  three  years 
in  the  Trans-Mississippi  Department.  He  was 
engaged  principally  in  scouting  service. 
After  returning  from  the  war  he  found  his 
stock  gone,  and  was  obliging  to  begin  life 
anew.  He  takes  no  active  part  in  politics, 
but  principally  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party. 

August  14,  1861,  in  Lockhart,  Caldwell 
county,  ^rexas,  Mr.  Vickers  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Mary  J.  Netherlin,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Mississippi.  She  came 
with  her  parents  to  Texas  in  1848.  To  this 
union  have  been  born  fourteen  children,  as 
follows:  Elizabeth,  wife  of  G.  G.  Anderson, 

of  Williamson  county;  Louisa,  wife  of  Jehu 
Lockhart,  of  the  same  neighborhootl ; Liddie, 
decea.sed;  Charles  and  James,  of  Williamson 


county;  John  F.,  deceased;  Eurnetta  J.,  wife 
of  G.  11.  Fore,  of  Williamson  county;  R.  E. 
L.  and  Lewis  C.,  also  of  this  county;  Sarah 
C.,  wife  of  G.  AF.  Phipps,  of  Fisher  county; 
and  AV.  S.,  S.  J.,  G.  G.,  and  C.  E.,  at  home. 
Mrs.  Vickers  is  a member  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church. 


H.  CARTER,  business  manager  of 
the  mercantile  firm  of  W.  H.  Carter 
& Company,  Elgin,  was  born  in  Mar- 
shall county,  Alabama,  April  5,  1848, 
a son  of  N.  J.  Carter.  The  latter  was  a plain, 
unpretentious  farmer,  took  no  leading  part 
in  politics  or  religion,  but  stood  high  in  his 
community  as  an  upright  and  honorable  gen- 
tleman. He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
a number  of  years,  and  also  held  other  minor 
offices.  His  death  occurred  November  10, 
1881.  Mr.  Carter  was  twice  married,  and  by 
the  first  union  there  were  two  sons,  both  of 
whom  lost  their  lives  in  the  late  war,  Ey  his 
second  marriage  he  had  eleven  children,  all 
of  whom  reside  in  Texas:  L.  E.,  A.  H.,  C. 

M.,  C.  H.,  G.  N.,  J.  C.,  T.  N.,  J.  W.,  J.  L., 
Sally  and  Kate.  The  mother  still  survives, 
and  is  a consistent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

A.  n.  Carter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at- 
tended the  common  schools  for  a time,  and 
then  spent  two  terms  in  the  high  school.  Af- 
ter completing  his  education  he  taught  school 
until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Texas.  He  as- 
sisted in  building  the  railroad  bridges  to 
Austin,  and  then  rented  100  acres  of  land, 
where  he  farmed  on  the  shares.  His  first 
year’s  profits  were  eight  bales  of  cotton,  for 
which  he  received  14^  cents  a pound,  and 
1,400  bushels  of  corn,  selling  the  latter  for 
$100.  Mr.  Carter  taught  school  the  follow- 
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ing  winter,  and  lie  tlien  sent  for  liis  father 
and  fainilv,  • and  when  tlie  latter  arrived  in 
this  State  he  had  mily  $50  in  money.  The 
fatlier  and  sons  rented  land  two  years,  and 
then  purchase*]  a small  place.  After  the  fam- 
ily liecame  settled,  oiir  subject  again  began 
operations  for  himself,  and  took  cliarge  of 
the  farm  lie  liad  first  rented,  where  he  re- 
mained tweh'e  years.  At  that  time  he  had 
accumulated  $2,000,  and  then  he  bought 
a small  tract  of  land  for  $350.  Ilis  wife’s 
health  then  failed,  and  they  went  to  Eureka 
Springs,  Arkansas,  where  she  afterward  died. 
His  money  was  then  e.xhausted,  and  he  sub- 
sequently took  his  old  position  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  farm,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  taught  a country  school  one  year,  had 
charge  of  the  Elgin  school  one  term,  and  in 
June,  1886,  entered  the  employment  of  AV. 
II.  Rivers,  as  a clerk  in  his  mercantile  store. 
His  ability  as  a clerk  was  appreciated,  and  his 
waoes  were  increased  from  time  to  time.  In 
January,  1892,  Mr.  Rivers  changed  his  occu- 
pation from  a merchant  to  banker,  and,  with 
others,  Mr.  Carter  purchased  the  business. 
He  is  now  one-third  owner  and  business 
manager  of  the  establishment,  and  is  the  lead- 
ing man  in  all  branches  of  the  business. 
During  this  season  he  purcliased  over  4,700 
bales  of  cotton,  and  the  firm  carry  a $20,000 
ftock  of  goods,  and  their  annual  sales 
amount  to  $100,000.  Five  clerks,  one  book- 
keeper and  two  proprietors  are  kept  busy  in 
lookincr  after  the  business.  Mr.  Carter  is  al- 
so  a one-third  owner  in  a larcfe  brick  block 
in  this  city,  and  lias  a handsome  and  commo- 
dious residence. 

In  1875  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Clink,  a daughter  of  Fersly 
A.  and  Sarah  J.  George,  natives  of  Tennes- 
see. The  parents  came  to  Te.xas  first  in  1836, 
and  again  in  1852.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carter  had  I 


one  child,  Robert  L..  now  twelve  years  of  age. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  at  Eureka  Springs, 
Arkansas,  July  22,  1881,  and  August  27, 
1884,  Mr.  Carter  married  Mi.ss  Ida  Brooks,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  C.  H.  Brooks,  Presiding 
Elder  of  tile  Methodist  Church  in  Austin 
district,  Texas  Conference.  To  this  union 
have  been  born  five  children:  Calvin  B.,  Sid- 
ney E.,  Alford  II.,  Leonodus  R.  and  James 
Lewis.  Mr.  Carter  gives  his  entire  attention 
to  his  business  interests,  takes  no  leading 
part  in  politics,  supports  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Kniglits  of  Honor.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  the  former  is  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday-school. 

q'U  S H.  JONES,  the  leading  lumber 
' dealer  of  Elgin,  was  born  in  Decatur, 
Morgan  county,  Alabama,  May  28, 
1841,  a son  of  Rev.  William  and 
Cynthia  (Reece)  Jones,  natives  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  respectively.  The  father  was 
a sou  of  Abediah  Jones,  a native  of  Scotland, 
who  subsequently  located  in  Kentucky. 
Rev.  William  Jones  served  as  a Methodist 
minister  for  forty-two  years,  and  was  also  a 
noted  surveyor  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 
Jonesborough,  in  the  latter  State,  was  named 
ill  his  honor.  His  death  occurred  in  Fayette 
county,  Texas,  in  1851,  and  Ids  with  survived 
him  until  1863.  They  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  namely:  Mary  A.,  wife  of 
Levi  Claybrook,  who  is  engaged  in  railroad 
work  in  jMemphis,  Tennessee;  J.  W.  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war,  was  an  agent  for  the 
Memphis  & Charleston  Railroad,  and  was 
killed  by  a train  in  1888;  Harriet,  wite  of 
I W.  G.  Stevenson,  who  is  engageil  in  news- 
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paperwork  on  the  IVrem  phis  Appeal;  Thomas 
S.,  who  served  tlirougli  tlie  Civil  war,  and 
was  cnmaiied  as  a railroa<l  awtit,  died  ahont 
1869;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Thomas 
Fhiellen,  who  is  also  encracred  in  railroad 
work;  R.  P.,  who  served  through  the  late 
war,  is  a resident  of  Elgin;  Cynthia  Ik,  wife 
of  R.  W.  Davis,  of  this  city;  William  E., 
who  was  several  times  wounded  in  the  war, 
now  draws  a pension,  and  resides  at  Houston; 
Turner,  deceased  when  young;  Gns  11.,  oiir 
subject;  Frank  R.,  a druggist  of  Austin;  and 
Martha,  who  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Wash- 
ington. 

Gus  11.  Jones  came  to  Te.vas  with  his  par- 
ents in  1849,  locating  in  La  Grange,  Fayette 
county,  and  in  1852  came  to  Bastrop  county. 
In  1861  ho  was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist  in 
the  Confederate  service  from  this  part  of  the 
country,  entering  Ford’s  command,  was  sent 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  but  eight  months  later 
joined  De  Bray’s  regiment,  consigned  to  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  and  took  part 
in  many  battles  in  Texas,  Louisiana  and 
Arkansas.  He  was  never  wounded  or  cap- 
tured, but  at  one  time  his  horse  was  shot 
while  under  him.  Mr.  Jones  was  at  Galves- 
ton island  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  after 
which,  in  July,  1865,  he  located  in  Navasota, 
Texas.  For  the  following  four  years  he  was 
engaged  in  the  newspaper  business  on  the 
Navasota  Courier,  but  in  1869  sold  his  paper 
and  returned  to  Bastrop  county.  After  ar- 
riving’ in  this  county  he  purchased  a farm, 
and  also  followed  saw  and  grist  milling  and 
cotton  ginning.  The  town  of  Elgin  was  laid 
out  in  1873,  and  in  the  following  year  he 
embarked  in  the  lumber  business  in  this  city, 
where  he  now  carrie.s  a full  stock  of  buildino' 

O 

material,  paints,  oils,  nails,  etc. 

In  1864  Mr.  Jones  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Emma  Mitchell,  who  was  born  -lam 


nary  13,  1847,  a daughter  of  John  II. 
Mitchell,  of  Grimes  county,  Texas.  He  was 
a leadei-  in  ])olitics,  a strong  Uiuon  man,  and 
during  the  late  war  he  went  to  Mexico,  where 
he  remained  twenty-three  years.  His  death 
occurred  in  this  State  in  1892.  Our  subject 
and  wife  have  had  five  children,  three  now 
living:  Mabel  F.,  wife  of  A.  Roberts,  of 
Elgin;  and  Mitchell  and  Maud  at  home.  M.r. 
Jones  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  is 
a member  of  the  I.  O.  ().  F.  and  the  Knifrhts 

O 

of  Honor,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church. 


B)  ENJAMIR  P.  TEMPLETON,  one  of 
the  enterprising  business  men  of  Bas- 
^ trop  comity,  was  born  in  La  wrens  dis- 
tinct, South  Carolina,  February  2,  1845,  a 
son  of  B.  C.  and  Mary  (Goodwin)  Templeton, 
natives  also  of  that  State,  the  former  of  En- 
glish and  the  latter  of  Welch  and  English 
descent.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven 
children:  Margery,  Frances,  Benjamin  P., 
Isabella,  Giles,  Lumas  and  Mary. 

Benjamin  P.  Templeton,  the  only  one  of 
the  family  to  come  to  Texas,  remained  at 
home  until  the  opening  of  the  late  war.  In 
the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
Fo.urteenth  South  Carolina  Infantry,  was  con- 
signed to  the  Army  of  Virginia,  A.  P.  Hill’s 
Division,  Jackson’s  Corps,  and  took  part  in 
all  the  battles  and  skirmishes  of  the  division 
from  Seven  Pines  to  Appomattox,  with  the 
exception  of  Gettysburg.  He  was  slightly 
wounded  at  Frazier’s  Farm  and  Chantilla, 
and  at  Chancellorsville  was  shot  through  the 
thioh,  which  rendered  him  unable  for  service 
four  months,  and  during  that  time  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg  was  fought.  Mi'.  Temple'.on 
was  at  Appomattox  at  the  closi*  of  the  strug- 
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gle,  and  eiirreiidcred  with  Lee’s  army.  He 
then  remained  at  home  until  1807,  when  he 
came  to  Te.xas,  spending  the  first  1‘onr  years 
in  Wehherville,  Travis  county.  During  the 
following  four  years  he  lived  on  Wilbarger 
creek,  in  Bastrop  county,  and  then  purchased 
his  present  farm  of  817  acres,  400  acres  of 
which  are  now  under  a good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. In  1877  Mr.  Templeton  built  a steam- 
power  gin,  with  all  modern  improvements, 
and  in  1889  opened  a general  stock  of  mer- 
chandise in  this  city,  and  later  built  a resi- 
dence near  the  store.  lie  rents  most  of  his 
land,  and  gives  his  attention  to  ginning  and 
farming. 

In  1871  Mr.  Templeton  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Addie  Harris,  who  was  born 
in  Mississippi,  in  1847,  a daughter  of  Clai- 
bourne  and  Rliody  Harris,  natives  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  parents  came  to  Te.xas  in  1854, 
and  located  on  a farm  in  Bastrop  county. 
Both  are  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Temple- 
t-on have  had  six  children,  five  now  living, 
namely:  Emma,  Lee,  Edmond,  Claib  and 
Preston,  all  attending  school.  Mrs.  Temple- 
ton is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
Our  subject  takes  an  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters, and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 


W'l  W.  WATSON,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  a worthy  representative  of 
--  --  one  of  the  early-settled  families  of 
Texas,  being  a son  of  William  B.  and  Mar- 
garet Watson,  the  former  of  whom  came  to 
Texas  in  December,  1836,  and  the  latter  in 
January,  1840.  William  B.  Watson  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina  where  he  was  born 
Ma}'  5,  1816.  He  grew  up  in  his  native 
State  and  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  infant 


Republic  of  Texas  before  he  had  reached  his 
majority.  II is  first  place  of  residence  in 
Texas  was  San  Augustine  county.  Later  he 
lived  in  Travis  and  Bastrop  counties.  He 
married  in  San  Aucrustine  in  1839,  and  in 
1847  settled  in  Burleson  county,  which  he 
made  his  home  from  that  date  until  his  death, 
January  23,  1874.  When  a young  man  he 
was  variously  engaged,  principally  however 
in  freighting  and  carpentering.  He  made 
cotton-wood  shingles  in  Travis  for  sotne  time 
during  his  residence  there,  furnishing  these 
for  a number  of  the  buildings  that  were 
erected  in  Austin  at  an  earlier  day.  He  was 
in  many  frontier  expeditions  and  bore  arms 
under  General  Thomas  J.  Rusk  in  the  noted 
Cherokee  war  of  1838.  After  settling  in 
Burleson  county  he  devoted  himself  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  stock-raising  on  a small 
scale.  Ills  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Margaret  Buie,  was  born  in  Moore  county, 
Rorth  Carolina,  about  1810.  Her  father  was 
William  Buie,  who  was  in  his  day  a very 
prominent  and  useful  man  in  his  State  and 
county.  He  was  for  very  many  years  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  from  his  county,  was 
the  strongest  man,  politically,  in  his  county, 
and  was  never  defeated  for  office.  Her 
mother’s  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Me 
Iver.  Mrs.  Watson  left  North  Carolina  in 
1836,  and  after  remaining  in  Tennessee  about 
one  year  removed  with  her  brother  to  Texas, 
where  she  married  AVilliam  B.  Watson.  She 
was  a cousin  of  the  celebrated  Colonel  James 
Buie. 

She  died  in  Burleson  county  in  1849.  Four 

children  were  the  issue  of  this  marriage: 

o 

Mary  ,Iane,  who  was  married  to  E.  M.  Ellis 
and  is  now  deceased;  Sarah  Ann,  who  was 
married  to  L.  A.  Mcx4uley;  Catherine;  Louisa, 
who  was  married  to  S.  C.  House  and  William 
W.  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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William  W.  Watson  was  born  near  Yetnia 
post  office,  llnrleson  county,  April  1,  iS-tO. 
He  was  i-eared  in  this  county,  liavino  lieen 
brought  np  on  the  farm.  Febrnn-y  7,  1S77, 
he  married  Miss  Dora  A.  Cotti-ell,  dauo-hter 
of  J.  F.  and  Martha  Cottrell  of  Burleson 
county  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  where  he 
has  since  resided  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  is  an  industrious,  thrifty  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  a useful  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen.  To  his  home  and  farming 
interests  he  is  devoted  without  reservation. 
He  has  a family  of  six  children:  Louisa 
Pearl,  Clinton  DeWitt,  Mattie  Leona,  Jas- 
per Hilton,  Lula  Lee  and  William  Wright. 


IfOSIAH  TAYLOR,  deceased,  and  the 
first  merchant  of  Williamson  county, 
was  born  in  Virginia,  March  12,  1812, 
a son  of  Littlebury  Taylor.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  Josiah  was  left  an  orphan,  and 
from  that  time  was  obliged  to  make  his  own 


way  in  the  world.  He  worked  on  the  river 
for  a time,  and  then,  having  been  a fine 
mechanic,  followed  carpentering.  From 
1841  until  1845  he  lived  in  Arkansas  and 
Neosho,  Newton  county,  Missouri,  having 
erected  the  first  house  in  that  city,  and  in  the 
latter  year  came  to  Bastrop  county,  Texas. 
Mr.  Taylor  remained  in  that  county  one  year, 
and  then  removed  to  near  where  Elgin  is  now 
located,  where  he  improved  liis  farm  and  en- 
gaged in  merchandising,  hauling  his  goods 
syith  ox  teams  from  Houston.  From  that 
place  he  moved  to  near  where  Hutto,  Texas, 
is  now  located,  where  he  opened  the  first  stock 
of  goods  in  the  l ounty,  in  a small  room  in  his 
dwelling,  but  this  stock  of  about  §700  worth 
of  goods  when  sold,  was  scattei'ed  over  a 
gi-cater  radius  than  that  of  any  of  the  .stores 


now  in  Georgetown.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1840  l\tr.  Taylor  came  to  Georgetown,  pur- 
chased §250  worth  of  goods  of  A.  J.  McKa}', 
increased  the  stock,  and  did  a successful  busi- 
ness until  1800,  when  he  sold  his  store  and 
went  to  Waco.  In  1851  he  erected  at  George- 
town the  largest  store  then  in  the  county, 
the  store  now  being  known  as  the  Breneke  A 
Company  building,  which  has  been  three 
times  moved.  While  in  Waco  our  sulgcct 
also  conducted  a wholesale  grocery  store, 
supplying  the  trade  in  Burnet,  Lampasas, 
Llano,  San  Saba,  and  the  county  of  Coryell, 
covei  incr  a distance  of  100  miles  to  the  north 

O 

and  west.  At  that  time  there  were  no  towns 
between  Georgetown  and  Waco.  In  1865  he 
sold  his  store  in  that  city  and  opened  a whole- 
sale grocery  store  in  Galveston. 

At  that  time  money  was  very  scarce,  owing 
to  the  ravages  of  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  Taylor 
was  a man  universally  admired  for  his  strict 
honesty  and  his  many  noble  and  sterling 
qualities  of  head  and  heart.  His  vvord  was  as 
good  as  a bank  note,  and  his  promise  to  pay, 
was  always  equivalent  to  the  cash  in  hand. 
The  following  is  an  example  of  the  confidence 
placed  in  him.  In  1865  he  went  to  New 
York,  with  but  little  more  money  than  was 
actually  necessary  in  paying  his  expenses,  and 
while  there  saw  some  of  the  merchants  with 
whom  he  had  previously  had  dealings.  They 
met  at  the  Astor  House,  where  he  told  them 
of  the  impoverished  condition  of  his  people. 
Several  of  the  men  offered  to  let  him  have 
goods  on  ninety  days  and  120  days’  credit, 
but  he  still  wanted  more  time.  At  this 
juncture  J.  H.  Brower,  of  the  finn  of  J.  11. 
Bi’ower  A Co.,  said:  “Mr.  Taylor,  1 would 
buy  such  goods  as  I wanted,  would  buy  them 
wherever  I could  do  the  best,  t)uy  as  many  as 
you  care  to,  pay  for  them  when  you  get  ready, 
ami  the  firm  of  .1.  H.  Brower  A Co.  will 
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honor  your  di-aft.”  The  enigma  was  then 
solved.  Mr.  Taylor  hoiiglit  about  3100.000 
woi'th  of  goods  for  Ids  wholesale  store,  and 
every  dollar  of  the  money  was  forthcoming 
within  a few  months,  and  before  two  years 
had  passed  Mr.  Taylor  favored  J.  II.  Brower 
in  asimilar  mannei',  for  which  he  was  obliired 
to  sell  his  store  in  Galveston.  11  is  deatii  oc- 
curred August  18,  1808,  at  La  Grange,  he  hav- 
ing been  taken  suddenly  ill  while  on  his  way 
to  Georgetown.  The  physicians  pronounced 
his  disease  congestion,  but  as  the  family,  who 
were  then  at  home,  had  the  yellow  fever,  and 
his  symptoms  strangely  resembled  that  dis- 
ease, it  was  thought  by  many  that  his  death 
was  caused  from  that  malady. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
Lee.  and  they  had  six  children,  viz.:  Clem- 
ency Ann,  wife  of  J.  M.  Brandon;  Einzy,  the 
next  in  order  of  birth;  Mary,  Cerethana,  of 
Waco,  married  the  late  Rufus  C.  Majors; 

.*  Florence  Isabel,  deceased  in  1887,  was  the 
wife  of  Travis  S.  Jones;  Kate,  wife  of  Travis 
S.  Jones,  of  Waco;  and  Euphrates,  of  George- 
town. Mrs.  Taylor,  born  in  1820,  died  in 
1856.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church  for  many  years. 
It  was  not  only  in  the  family  circle  that  this 
most  estimable  lady  was  missed,  but  she  had 
endeared  herself  most  affectionately  to  the 
hearts  of  her  associates, which  feeling  extended 
to  all  who  knew  her.  Mr.  Taylor’s  second  mar- 
riage was  to  Mrs.  Caroline  Rose,  widow  of 
Dr.  Rose.  She  now  resides  at  Sewanee, 
Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tayloi’  had  one  son, 
W.  J.,  born  December  29,  1859.  He  was 
educated  in  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  and 
in  New  1 ork,  al.<o  taking  a course  in  civil 
engineering  in  the  University  of  the  South, 
of  Tennessee.  Mr.  Taylor,  the  subject  of  | 
this  sketch,  was  a liberal,  enter j)i-ising  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  and  was  a man  of 
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(il.-) 

kind,  generous  and  |)raisewurthy  impulses. 
He  gave  liberally  to  the  poor,  and  those  in 
distress  ahvays  found  in  him  a valued  friend. 
Until  his  death  no  church  in  the  county  was 
built  without  his  contribution.  His  life  was 
one  of  honor,  usefulness,  integrity  and  a good 
success. 

W.  CARPENTER,  the  proud  position 
of  Texas  among  her  sister  States 
naturally  leads  us  to  seek  for  the  secret 
of  her  wonderful  advancement,  and 
it  is  soon  discovered  to  consist  in  the  intelli- 
gence, energy  and  morality  of  her  inhabitants, 
jirominent  among  whom  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

He  comes  of  an  old  Southern  family,  whose 
ancestors  were  Americans  as  far  back  as  their 
records  go.  William  Carpenter,  grandfather 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a farmer  in 
Alabama,  who,  as  his  children  were  growing 
up,  began  to  look  about  for  a location  where 
opportunities  were  more  favorable  for  their 
advancement  than  were  afforded  by  the  older 
States.  Hearing  glowing  accounts  of  the  rich 
fertile  land  in  Texas,  which  was  to  be  obtained 
at  a low  price,  he  at  once  concluded  to  avail 
himself  of  the  opportunities  offered  here. 
Consequently,  in  1836,  the  year  that  Texas 
gained  her  independence  from  Mexico,  here- 
moved  with  his  family  to  the  Republic,  and 
cast  his  lot  with  the  few'  brave  pioneers  who 
had  preceded  him  to  ‘‘  tlie  promised  land.” 
He  settled  in  what  is  now  Caldwell  county, 
where  he  and  his  family  experienced  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  to  which  the  early 
settlers  of  Texas  were  subjected.  Indians 
and  wild  beasts  were  then  troublesome,  and 
a high  degree  of  courage  was  developed  in 
withstanding  their  depredations,  and  Mr. 
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Cai'pentei’  and  i’amily,  with  many  others, 
passed  through  this  dark  time  and  sowed  the 
seed' of  eivilization  which  their  posterity  now 
enjoy.  A man  ot  intelligence,  good  judg- 
ment, pi'ogressive  and  public-spirited,  Mr. 
Carpenter  was  ti’equeiitly  called  upon  to  fill 
positions  ot  honor  and  trust.  Of  high  moral 
character,  he  won  the  confidence  and  esteem 
ot  all  hy  his  upright  dealings  and  correct  liv- 
ing. lie  was  an  active  and  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  con- 
tributing of  his  means  and  influence  to  the 
advancement  of  its  cause,  lie  married  Mary 
Long,  and  they  had  eight  children:  Andrew, 
deceased;  Isaac,  deceased;  Joseph  Asbury, 
who  died  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
late  war.  Wiley,  the  present  clerk  of  Cald- 
well county;  Calvin,  deceased;  Amelia,  wife 
of  J.  K.  Fleming,  a minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church;  Bettie,  widow  of  B.  F.  Fry,  who 
died  in  the  army;  and  John,  who  also  died  in 
the  Confederate  service. 

Of  these,  Joseph  Asbury  Carpenter  was 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He 
was  born  in  Alabama,  October  23,  1829,  and 
was  seven  years  of  age  when  his  parents  re- 
moved to  the  Lone  Star  State.  Owing  to  the 

O 

newness  of  the  country  and  consequent 
scarcity  of  schools,  he  enjoyed  but  limited 
educational  advantages,  but  of  a naturally 
quick  intelligence  and  observing  disposition, 
with  a reflective  turn  of  thought,  he  became 
well  informed,  while  his  character  was  molded 
to  habits  of  industry  and  truth  by  enlightened 
and  God-fearing  parents.  His  youth  was 
pasi-ed  in  lulping  his  father  clear  and  improve 
wild  land  for  their  frontier  home.  On  reach- 
ing man’s  estate,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
May,  daughter  of  A.  G.  and  Margaret  (Cald- 
well) May,  prominent  j)ioneer  settlers  and  re- 
spected ri'sidentn  ot  Te.xas,  mention  of  whom 
is  made  in  this  volume.  After  mandaoe. 


Mr.  Carpenter  was  overseer  of  a plantation 
for  a time,  but  finally  purchased  a tract  of 
land,  on  which  he  erected  a residence  and  was 
beginning  to  clear  his  farm  when  the  omin- 
ous cloiuls  of  war  began  to  overshadow  the 
country,  and  an  appeal  was  made  to  the 
patriotic  men  of  the  South  to  go  to  war  in 
defense  of  her  time-honored  institutions.  Mr. 
Carpenter  was  one  of  the  first  to  respond  to 
the  call,  atul  enlisted  in  1861  in  Company  K. 
j of  Colonel  Allen's  regiment,  being  assigned 
to  duty  in  the  Departirient  of  the  AVest.  In 
1862,  he  was  detailed  to  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice  and  returned  to  his  home  county.  While 
here  he  was  taken  ill  with  a severe  attack  of 
measles,  but,  being  ambitious  to  faithfully 
perform  his  duty  to  his  country,  he  did  not 
wait  to  recover,  but  arose  from  his  bed  and 
accompanied  his  recruits  to  the  seat  of  war. 
He  arrived  in  camp  on  the  White  river,  near 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  but  disease  was  still 
lurking  in  his  system,  and  he  was  soon  after- 
ward stricken  with  pneumonia,  from  which 
he  never  recovered.  He  died  in  camp,  No- 
vember 14,  1862,  and  filled  a soldier’s  grave, 
away  from  his  loved  ones  and  all  most  near 
and  dear.  Mrs.  Carpenter  was  thus  left  in 
the  early  days  of  the  war,  with  five  children, 
the  oldest  of  whom  was  but  eight  years  of 
age,  and  in  almost  destitute  circumstances  in 
a country  where  nearly  all  the  able-bodied 
men  were  in  the  war  and  everything  in  an 
unsettled  condition.  This  brave  woman, 
however,  courageously  struggled  with  poverty, 
enduring  all  hardships  with  Christian  forti- 
I tude,  and  made  a home  for  herself  and  little 
I ones,  rearing  her  childi'en  iii  such  a manner 
that  they  have  all  become  useful  members  of 
society  and  a blessing  to  her  name.  These 
; children  were;  A.  W.,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch ; J osej)h  A.,  also  of  W i 11  iamson  county  ; 

I Mary,  wife  of  T.  W.  Kelley,  of  Travis  county; 
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John,  of  Williamson  county;  and  Amelia, 
wife  of  Jacob  Glenn,  of  Travis  county.  Mrs. 
Carpenter  was  married  again,  Xovember  15, 
1866,  her  second  husband  being  John  B. 
Jeffery,  and  they  had  three  children : Annie, 
who  married  Milton  Davis,  died  in  1892; 
Bettie,  wife  of  Columbus  Hammock,  of 
Williamson  county;  and  Margaret,  wife  of 
William  Inman,  also  of  Williamson  county. 
Mrs.  Jeffery  died  November  28,  1885,  after  a 
long  and  useful  life,  leaving  her  family  and 
many  friends  to  mourn  her  loss. 

A.  W.  Carpenter,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Caldwell  county,  Texas,  Septem- 
ber 3,  1854:,  and  thus  his  youth  occurred  at  a 
time  when  the  country  was  in  a most  unsettled 
condition,  owing  to  the  ravages  of  war.  Be- 
ing deprived  of  the  loving  and  providing  care 
of  a father  and  being  the  oldest  of  the  chil- 
dren, he  was  early  obliged  to  assist  his  mother 
in  the  support  of  the  family,  and  thus  had  no 
opportunity  to  secure  an  education,  other 
than  what  he  secured  by  self-application  from 
books  and  papers,  which  he  read  by  the  light 
of  a brush  fire.  With  the  exception  of  three 
months  in  school,  this  is  the  way  in  which  he 
secured  his  literary  knowledge.  By  expe- 
rience, obseVvation  and  reflection,  he  became 
well  informed,  securing  a practical  knowledge 
of  affairs  which  with  the  high  teachings  of 
industry,  honesty  and  morality  learned  from 
his  parents,  have  contributed  to  his  present 
success. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  Mr.  Carpenter 
began  for  himself  the  life  of  a farmer,  which 
he  followed  consecutively  until  he  was  twenty- 
four.  lie  was  then,  for  twenty-seven  months, 
employed  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Mi-.  Speegle, 
of  Williamson  county,  after  which  he  accepted 
a position  as  clerk  in  the  Grange  store  at 
Bound  Bock,  where  he  was  empluyed  for  five 
years.  During  this  time,  by  practicing  strict 


ecoiuunv  and  by  close  attention  to  business, 
he  accumulated  a small  amount  of  money, 

' which  he  invested,  in  .Iauuai-y,  1886,  in  the 
I mercantile  business,  in  Hutto,  in  partnership 
j with  Messrs.  S.  M.  Woolsey  and  J.  W.  Ship- 
man.  The  last  named  tjeutleman  has  now  re- 

I ^ 

I tired  from  the  firm  and  the  business  is  con- 
[ ducted  under  the  name  of  Woolsey  & Car- 
j penter.  They  are  extensively  engaged  in  gener- 
' al  merchandising  and  rank  among  the  most 
prosperous  firms  in  the  State.  In  connection 
with  their  mercantile  pursuits,  these  gentle- 
men also  conduct  the  only  bank  of  Hutto, 
which  they  established  in  1892.  Their  store 
house  and  bank  are  among:  the  best  buildino:s 
in  the  place,  being  large,  two-story,  brick 
structures,  provided  with  all  modern  im- 
provements and  conveniences.  They  also 
own  considerable  real  estate,  including  four 
brick  store-houses,  and  are  among  the  leading 
men  of  the  community. 

November  2,  1881,  Mr.  Carpenter  was 
married  to  Miss  Mattie  C.  Edwards,  daughter 
of  H.  D.  and  Eliza  (Smeltsen)  Edwards,  w’ell 
knowm  pioneers  of  Texas,  where  her  fatlier  is 
a farmer.  She  was  one  of  seven  children: 
Lou,  wife  of  J.  T.  Noble;  Lizzie,  married  to 
Green  Noble;  Samuel,  a resident  of  William- 
son county;  Nathan,  who  died  in  the  Con- 
federate service;  Rebecca;  Amanda,  wife  of 
II.  C.  May;  and  Mattie  C.,  wife  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carpenter 
have  five  children:  Vida,  Grace,  Walker, 
Gertrude  and  Alma. 

Politically,  Mr.  Carpenter  is  a Democrat 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodis 
Episcopal  Church,  of  wdiich  his  father  and 
grandfather  before  him  were  prominent  ad- 
herents. He  is  essentially  a self-made  man, 
havincr  started  in  life  with  nothiiio-  but  a 
stroim  arm  and  williim  heart,  but  ha.",  by 
energy,  perseverance,  economy  and  right  deal- 
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ing,  accumulated  a comfortable  income.  He 
contributes  liberally  to  all  woi'thy  enterprises 
calculated  to  beuelit  the  community  and  lends 
bis  iniluence  to  the  advancement  of  religion 

O 

and  morality,  being  justly  regarded  as  a pub- 
lic-spii'ited  and  worthy  citizen. 


G A.  KIXCt,  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
leading  citizens  of  Elgin,  Dastrop  coun- 
ty,  was  born  in  Cobb  county,  Georgia, 
December  IG,  1842,  a son  of  IJarri  ngton  and 
Catherine  (Nephew)  King,  natives  also  of  that 
State.  The  father  was  a son  of  Roswell 
King,  a native  of  Connecticut,  who  was  the 
first  to  engage  in  the  gold  mining  business  in 
North  Carolina.  lie  afterward  moved  to 
Georgia,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  ne.xt 
took  up  his  residence  at  Roswell,  Cobb  coun- 
ty, that  State.  That  city  was  named  in  his 
honor,  as  was  also  the  Roswell  Manufactur- 
ing Company.  Ilis  death  occurred  in  Cobb 
county.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  the 
pioneer  cotton  manufacturer  of  Te.xas,  and 
the  machinery  for  his  mill  was  hauled  by 
wacrons  150  miles.  He  continued  that  occu- 
pation  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1868, 
and  the  mother  survived  him  until  1886,  dy- 
ing at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  viz. : Charles 
B.,  a Presbyterian  minister;  William  N.,  a 
physician  by  profession,  served  as  a surgeon 
in  the  army;  Thomas  E.,  who  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Chickamaima,  while  servino-  on 
General  Smith’s  staff;  Harrinotou  S.,  who  was 
a member  of  Wade  Hampton’s  command  in 
the  late  war,  and  was  killed  in  North  Caro- 
lina, while  in  service;  Nephew,  (h'ceased ; 
Ralph  B.,  of  New  York;  Susan,  deceased;  C. 
Evaliue,  wife  of  Rev.  W.  E.  Raker,  a Rresby- 
terian  minister  of  Roswell,  Georgia ; -losej)h 


11.,  who  was  wounded  in  the  war,  is  now  en- 
ira^ed  in  raisiim  orann;es  in  Elorida;  C.  A., 
our  subject;  and  the  youngest  died  when  in 
infancy. 

C.  A.  King,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  at  the  Georgia 
Military  Institute,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
cotton  business  in  early  life.  lie  entei’ed  the 
late  war  from  his  native  State,  was  appointed 
Sergeant  Major  of  the  Third  Georgia  Bat- 
talion, served  principally  in  the  army  of  Ten- 
nessee, but  on  account  of  ill  health,  he  was 
subsequently  put  on  staff  duty  at  Vicksburg. 
At  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  was  on  Gen- 
eral Hardee’s  staff,  in  North  Carolina.  lie 
was  captured  at  Vicksburg,  paroled,  and  after 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  home.  In 
1861  Mr.  King  came  to  Texas,  first  locating 
in  Terrell,  but  in  1888  came  to  Elgin,  Bas- 
trop county,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  cotton  business.  He  is  the  largest 
cotton  buyer  and  shipper  of  the  city,  hand- 
ling about  4,000  bales  annually.  It  was 
principally  through  his  efforts  that  the  town 
of  Elgin  was  incorporated ; he  was  elected  the 
first  Mayor  after  the  incorporation,  which  po- 
sition he  still  holds;  assisted  in  establishing 
the  water  works;  and  is  a stockholder  in  a 
valuable  and  extensive  brick  manufactory. 
They  are  now  agitating  the  erection  of  a cot- 
ton oil  mill. 

Mr.  King  was  married  in  1864,  to  Miss 
M ary  Hardee, a daughter  of  Noble  A.  Hardee, 
and  a niece  of  General  Hardee,  of  United 
States  and  Confederate  armies.  The  former 
was  engaged  in  cotton  factorage  andcommis- 
sion  business  at  Savannah  for  many  years, 
but  subse(|uently  went  for  his  health  to  Rich- 
field Springs,  Ne  ' ’t'oik,  whore  he  diral  in 
1861).  Our  subject  and  wife  have  had  seven 
children,  viz.:  ('liffbrd  A.,  eim-agcd  in  the 
cotton  business  in  Moni'oe;  John  11.,  of  Chi- 
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Cairo;  William  II.,  ilarringfon,  Charles, 
jMamie  and  Noble,  at  home.  Mr.  Kine  lias 
taken  the  Red  Cross  degree  in  the  Masonic 
Order,  and  is  Noble  Grand  in  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Roth  he  and  his  udfe  are  members  and  com- 
municants of  the  Episcopal  Church. 


jiiDior  member  of  the 
I firm  of  Kerr  & Park,  general  mer- 

JJ  — chants  of  Davilla,  Milam  countj,  is  a 
/ native  of  Texas,  having  been  born 

in  Washington  county,  January  4,  1844. 
He  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  in 
the  city  of  Galveston,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  the  latter  plac43  and  at  the 
Bastrop  Military  Institute  which  he  was 
attending  at  the  opening  of  the  late  war. 
He  entered  the  Confederate  army  in  1861, 
enlisting  in  Company  A,  Waul’s  Legion,  with 
which  lie  served  until  the  surrender.  A late 
history  speaking  of  this  command  says: 
“These  troops  served  with  credit  throughout 
the  war.  General  Waul  knew  thoroughly  the 
topography  of  Mississippi,  and  by  virtue  of 
the  knowledge  and  his  ability  as  a commander 
ho  was  assigned  to  arduous  and  responsible 
positions.  His  legion  and  the  gallant  Second 
Texas,,  commanded  by  that  brave  soldier, 
Colonel  Ashbel  Smith,  erected  a fort  at  a 
vital  point  on  the  Yazoo  near  the  junction  of 
the  Yalobusha  and  Tallahatchie  rivers,  and 
repulsed  the  iron-clads  commanded  by  the 
Federal  general.  At  Vicksburg  it  also  served 
with  distinction  suffering  heavily  during  the 
siege.”  The  reputation  thus  gained  was 
fully  sustained  in  the  subsequent  operations 
in  which  it  took  part  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
notaiily  at  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  Yellow 
Bayou,  and  Jenkins’  Ferry.  Mr.  Park  was 
with  this  command,  and  shared  its  fortunes 


from  first  to  last.  At  Vickslmi-g  he  received 

several  slirrht  wounds,  but  was  never  dis- 

abled  for  any  consideral)le  length  of  time 

from  duty.  He  was  at  Galveston  at  tlie  close 

of  the  war,  and  as  soon  as  he  received  his 

discharge  he  secured  a position  as  clerk  in  a 

general  mercantile  establishment  at  Houston, 

from  which  place  after  a year’s  residence  he 

returned  to  Galveston.  Mr.  Park  clerked  and 

was  in  business  for  himself  in  that  city  until 

1870,  when  he  moved  to  Ocean  Springs, 

Mississippi,  where  he  engaged  in  mercantile 

pursuits  until  1881  when  he  moved  to 

Milam  county,  settling  at  Davilla,  where  he 

encraored  in  merchandising,  which  he  has  fob 

lowed  at  that  place  since.  He  is  also  ititer- 

ested  in  the  live-stock  business,  giving  special 

attention  to  the  improvement  of  horses.  He 

takes  a leading  part  in  matters  of  interest 

relating  to  his  locality,  especially  to  school 

and  church  work.  He  is  one  of  the  solid, 

reliable  citizens  of  Davilla,  and  is  justly 

recrarded  bv  his  neighbors  and  associates  as 

a man  of  strong  character, 
o 

Mr.  Park  is  a son  of  Moses  and  Sarah 
(Ayers)  Park,  his  father  a native  of  Tennessee, 
who  came  to  Texas  about  1835  or  ’36, 
locating  in  Washington  county.  Sarah  Ayers 
was  a native  of  New  York,  born  November 
12,  1822,  and  was  brought  by  her  parents  to 
Texas  in  1833.  Her  father,  David  Ayers, 
did  a large  and  successful  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  the  State  at  an  early  day.  He  was 
one  of  the  “Pioneers  of  Methodism”  in 
Texas,  and  gave  largely  of  his  means  toward 
building  churches,  and  establishing  Sunday- 
schools.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  in 
Galveston.  Moses  Park  and  Sarah  Aj’ers 
were  married  in  AVashington  county  in  1840, 
and  in  1849  moved  to  Galveston,  where  he 
died  in  1855.  The  widow  is  still  living.  The 
parents  were  married  by  rhe  Rev.  Robert 
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Alexatider,  a j)ioneer  preaclier  of  the  Metliod-  | 
iot  Climch  ill  Texas,  and  an  uncle  of  M.  8.  | 
Park.  Mrs.  Park,  inotlier  of  M.  8.  Park, 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  missionary 
work,  devoting  lier  entire  time  for  the  last 
several  years  to  tlie  work  of  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Society.  She  supervised  the  build- 
ing of  a school  at  Laredo  several  years  since, 
and  spent  a greater  part  of  the  year  1892  in 
Mexico,  superintending  the  building  and 
establishing  of  a school  at  Sabtillo,  State  of 
Chih  uahua,  to  be  conducted  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  children  of  Moses  and  Sarah  Park 
are:  Robert  A.,  who  died  at  Galveston  in 

1882,  from  wounds  received  in  the  Confede- 
rate army  during  the  war,  he  was  a member 
of  the  celebrated  Hood’s  Texas  Rricrade,  and 
received  a terrible  wound  at  Sharpsbnrg; 
Moses  Smith,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Annie,  who  was  married  to  A.  II.  Kerr,  and 
resides  at  Davilla,  Milam  county;  and  Frank 
A.,  who  is  a business  man  of  Galveston. 

M.  S.  Park  and  Mrs.  C.  S.  Huke,  widow  of 
E.  A.  IJuke,  and  daughter  of  Dr.  James 
Angeli,  of  Galveston,  were  married  on  April 
13,  1870.  Mrs.  Park’s  parents  were  natives 
of  London,  England.  She  is  a native  of 
Wilkinson  county.  Mississippi,  moving  to 
Galveston  when  a child.  Her  father  died 
in  1885,  and  her  mother,  eighty-eight  old, 
lives  in  Galveston  with  another  daughter. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Park  are  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Frank  Ayers,  Wilbur,  David, 

James,  and  Lottie.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and 
actively  interest  themselves  in  everything 
relating  to  the  welfare  of  their  church  as  well 
as  the  general  cause  of  Christianity. 

Since  the  above  sketch  was  written,  Mr. 
Park  has  sold  his  interest  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Davilla,  and  purchased  a new 


I borne  in  the  famous  “Panhandle”  of  Texas. 

I He  is  now  coinfurtably  settled  upon  a ranch, 
situated  within  seven  miles  of  Amarillo, 
Potter  county,  which  is  bis  postoffice.  He 
has  now  found  a |dace,  where  he  can  indulge 
his  favorite  passion  for  raising  and  develop- 
ing fine  horses,  as  it  is  now  conceded  tliat 
that  the  “Panhandle”  country  will  grow  the 
finest  horses  in  the  State. 

ESSE  W.  WOMACK,  a member  of  the 
firm  of  AVomack  & Sturgis,  wholesale 
and  retail  dealers  in  groceries  and  dry 
goods  in  Taylor,  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Alabama,  in  184:9,  a son  of  Frank 
and  Haney  (Grimes)  Womack.  The  father 
came  to  Texas  in  1845,  while  it  was  yet  a 
Republic.  He  devoted  his  life  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  was  successful  in  that 
vocation  until  the  opening  of  the  late  war. 
In  1863  he  Joined  the  Confederate  army,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  when  he 
found  himself  stripped  of  all  his  possessions 
except  his  land.  Consequently  he  was  ob- 
liged to  begin  life  anew,  with  the  additional 
expense  of  educating  his  children.  Mr. 
AA’^omack  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years.  His  wife  departed  this  life  in 
1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children:  Mary, 
deceased;  John  F.,  deceased ; William  G.,^  of 
Montgomery  county;  Fannie  A.,  deceased; 
J.  AV.,  our  subject;  James  IL,  also  of  Mont- 
gomery county;  and  one  deceased  in  infancy. 
J.  F.  and  AV.  G.  were  soldiers  in  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  were  members  of  Colonel 
Elmoe’s  regiment.  Mrs.  AVomack  was  a 

o 

member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South,  and  lier  husband  was  identified  with 
the  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  The  maternal  grand- 
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father  of  our  subject,  AVilliatii  Grimes,  was 
one  of  tlie  j)ioueorsettlei‘s  of  Harrison  county, 
Texas,  and  !iis  brother,  Jesse  Grimes,  wa< 
tlie  first  to  locate  in  Grimes  county,  tl)is 
State,  that  county  bein^  named  in  liis  honor. 
He  was  one  of  the  best  known  [loliticians  of 
tlie  State  in  an  early  day,  and  was  often  a 
member  of  the  Senate  of  both  tlie  State  and 
Republic.  He  served  in  both  wars  with 
Mexico. 

Jesse  W.  AVomack,  tlie  subject  of  this 
slurtch,  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Mont- 
gomery count}",  Texas,  and  also  attended  a 
commercial  school  in  New  Orleans,  where  he 
graduated  af  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
After  returning  to  the  former  county,  where 
his  parents  had  moved  when  he  was  a babe, 
he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  by  a firm  in 
Montgomery.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years  Mr.  AA^omack  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  in  that  city,  under  the  firm 
name  of  AY.  T.  Nobles  & Co.,  Messrs.  AYo- 
mack  and  Sturgis  composing  the  company. 
In  1877  they  sold  their  interest  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  opened 
a mercantile  store  in  this  city,  with  a capital 
stock  of  $8,000.  They  erected  a wooden 
store  building;,  which  was  burned  in  1878, 
and  they  then  built  a one-story  brick,  which 
they  tore  down  in  1888.  Their  present 
magnificient  two-story  brick  building  was 
then  erected,  120  x 52^  feet,  the  front  of 
which  is  now  occupied  by  their  large  stock  of 
dry  goods.  The  rear  portion  of  the  building, 
separated  by  an  arch,  is  40  feet,  and  is 

devoted  to  the  retail  grocery  trade.  The 
retail  grocery  department  handles  and  sells 
about  $200,000  worth  of  goods  annually,  and 
employs  about  sixteen  men,  besides  outside 
help.  In  1880,  the  firm  of  Womack  &iStur- 
gis  erected  another  fine  two-story  brick  build- 
ing, fronting  Broad  street,  and  attached  to 


the  main  building.  It  is  00  \-  125  feet,  with 
a bnsemciit  sixteen  feet  S(]uare,  the  latter  of 
which  is  used  as  the  wholesale  grocery  de- 
partment. Ill  this  depai-tment  they  generally 
carry  a stock  amounting  to  $00,000.  Messrs. 
AYoi  nack  & Sturgis  are  members  of  the  Tay- 
lor Hardware  Company,  and  are  also  inter- 
ested in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Taylor, 
of  which  Mr.  Sturgis  is  Director  and  Vice- 
President.  They  are  lai-gely  inferested  in 
the  Cotton  Seed  Oil  A Gin  Company.  The 
firm  also  own  a block  of  land  on  the  Inter- 
national ife  Great  Northern  Railroad,  where 
they  have  a large  warehouse  for  corn,  hay 
and  oats,  in  which  they  are  extensive  dealers, 
and  also  handle  about  all  the  hides  used  in 
the  city.  During  the  cotton  season  of  1890 
and  1891  the  firm  handled  10,000  bales  of 
cotton,  and  during  the  past  year  they  bought 
about  13,000  bales.  They  also  own  a fine 
stock  farm  of  714  acres,  where  they  will  soon 
engage  is  raising  mules  and  cattle. 

Mr.  AYomack  was  married  in  1876,  to 
Aggie  Yell,  a native  of  Texas,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  Judge  P.  M.  and  Mary  (Rodgers)  Yell 
The  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  and  lead- 
ing men  in  Montgomery  county,  Texas, 
where  he  reared  a family  of  five  children. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  AYomack  have  had  six  children: 
Cecil,  Olga,  Frank  B.,  Jessie,  a babe  un- 
named, and  one  deceased  when  young.  Mr. 
AYomack  affiliates  with  the  A.  O.  IT.  W., 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  A.  L.  II. 


THOMAS  A.  AYIERMAN,  a farmer  of 
AYilliamson  county,  was  horn  in  Penn- 
sylvania, August  5,  1829,  a son  of 
Thomas  and  Alary  (I)eardorfi')  AV^ier- 
man,  natives  also  of  that  State.  The  jiaterual 
grandfather,  Nicholas  AA'^iennaii,  was  of  Ger- 
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man  descent,  and  located  in  Pennsylvania 
when  the  Indians  still  inhabited  that  State, 
where  he  followed  fanning  and  mining.  The 
Deardorif  family  were  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  hilt  little  is  known  of  tlieir  liis- 
toi-y.  Mr.  and  j\Irs.  Thomas  Wiennan  were 
the  parents  of  seven  children : George  W.,  a 
resident  of  Iowa;  Thomas  A.,  our  subject; 
Lydia  A.,  deceased  ; William  A.,  of  Nebraska; 
Joseph  F.,  deceased;  Sarah  D.,  deceased,  was 
formerly  a resident  of  Washington  city;  and 
Hannah  M.,  deceased.  The  father  died  in 
September,  1852,  and  the  mother  in  1870. 

Thomas  A.  Wiennan,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  served  an 
apprenticeship  in  Maryland  at  the  millwright’s 
trade,  with  his  uncle,  Daniel  Wiennan.  In 
1853  he  went  to  Iowa;  in  1858  returned  to 
Maryland;  the  following  year  engaged  in  the 
milling  business,  in  Virginia;  in  1861  em- 
barked in  the  same  occupation  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland;  in  the  spring  of  1863 
went  to  Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  where 
he  kept  a large  steam  mill  in  repair  two 
years;  again  followed  milling  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland;  in  1877  removed  to  Aus- 
tin, Texas,  and  a short  time  afterward  came 
to  Georgetown.  After  locating  in  that  city, 
Mr.  Wiennan  repaired  and  conducted  a mill 
a short  time,  and  then  put  in  new  machinery 
for  a mill  in  the  San  Gabriel  valley.  In  1878 
he  purchased  100  acres  of  raw  land  in  Will- 
iamson county,  on  which  he  erected  a dwell- 
ing, and  immediately  began  the  improvement 
of  his  place.  He  has  added  to  his  original 
purchase  until  he  now  owns  252  acres,  150 
of  which  are  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation, 
devoted  to  general  fanninir. 

In  1858  IMr.  Wiennan  was  manned  in 
Maryland,  to  Elizabetli  Martin,  who  was  liorn 
in  that  State,  in  1838,  and  is  a daughter  uf 


John  A.  Martin,  a fanner  of  Fi’ederick  county, 
and  also  a jniblic  auctioneer.  Giir  subject 
and  wife  had  se\en  childivn,  viz.:  Harry  M., 
a farmer  of  Pell  county,  Te.xas,  lias  thi'ee 
children;  ITillie  M.,  deceased,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years;  Roberts.,  a farmer  of  William- 
son county;  Rolasie,  wife  of  William 
Rogers,  also  a fanner,  of  this  county,  and 
they  have  three  children ; Winfield  Scott,  at 
home;  and  two  deceased  in  infancy.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  June  11,  1879,  and  in  1881 
Mr.  Wiennan  manned  Mai-y  E.  Wiennan, 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  Her  fathei',  Joseph 
Wiennan,  also  a native  of  that  State,  ran,  at 
one  time,  for  County  Judge,  against  his 
brother,  who  was  of  different  political  opin- 
ion, but  the  latter  was  defeated. 

Mr.  Wiennan,  onr  subject,  is  independent 
in  his  political  views,  and  was  a candidate  for 
Treasurer  of  Williamson  county,  on  the  third 
party  ticket,  iii  the  campain  of  1892.  Mr. 
Wiennan  is  President  of  the  Williamson 
County  Alliance,  and  was  formerly  a member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  is  an  active  and  use- 
ful member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 


yjAL  C.  GILES,  of  Travis  county,  Texas, 
was  born  in  Tipton  county,  Tennessee, 
— January  26,  1843,  and  is  a son  of 
Edward  S.  Giles.  When  six  years  of  age  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Texas  and  settled  in 
Travis  county,  near  Austin. 

He  remained  at  home  until  the  spring  of 
1861, and  then  enlisted  inCompany  1>,  Fourth 
Texas  Regiment,  “Hoods  Texas  Brigade,” 
serving  under  Lee  and  participating  in  the 
battles  of  West  Point,  Seven  Pines,  seven 
days’  fight  befoie  Richmond,  second  Ma- 
nassas and  Frederickslnirg.  Mr.  Giles  was 
twice  wounded,  mice  at  West  Point  and  again 
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at  (i, 'lilies’  lie  fellowed  Lee  on  both 

liis  raids  into  Maryl  and,  fought  at  CJettys- 
iiiirg,  and  was  sent  with  1 >oiigstreet  to  re-eii- 
foree  nraire  at  Cliattaiiuoira.  He  was  in  the  , 
battle  of  Cliiekainaiiga,  and,  on  the  night  of 
Oetoher  28,  1803,  was  cajitui'cd  by  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thii'ty-sixth  Xew  York  Regi- 
ment, (all  Dutch),  in  Raccoon  valley  near 
Lookout  mountain.  He  was  sent  to  Camp 
Morton,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  l)ut  escajied  ' 
from  prison  on  the  day  tliat  Lincoln  was 
elected  President  the  second  ti me.  He  walked 
to  Owensboro,  Kentucky,  where  he  joined 
:Maj  or  Walker  Taylor’s  command  and  re-  ' 
niained  with  the  Kentucky  cavalry  until  the 
“breakup”  and  was  paroled  by  General 
Palmer. 

Mr.  Giles  then  retui-ned  to  his  home  in 
Texas,  and,  in  the  spring  of  18G6,  drove  some 
cattle  to  Kansas,  wdiich  he  shijiped  from  there 
to  Chicago.  He  remained  in  Kansas  and 
Missouri  two  years  and  on  his  return  to  Texas 
went  to  farming  and  was  soon  afterward  ap- 
])ointed  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Travis  county.  In 
1873,  he  removed  to  Austin,  and  was  elected 
Seroeant-at- Arms  of  the  Fourteenth  Leois- 

~ O 

lature.  He  next  served  as  Public  AVeioher 

D 

for  two  years,  after  which  he  received  an  ap- 
pointment to  a position  in  the  Comptroller's 
Office,  under  Stephen  Darden.  He  then 
served  eight  years  in  the  General  Land  office, 
under  Commissioner  AY.  C.  Walsh,  his  old 
army  Captain.  - 

Mr.  Giles  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss 
Lulu  Barnhart,  a native  of  Travis  county  and 
a daughter  of  Joseph  and  M.  E.  (Smith) 
Barnhart,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her 
father  came  to  Texas  in  1835,  and  settled  in 
Austin,  where  he  built  the  first  loif  house. 

O', 

He  soon  traded  this  for  an  ox  team  and  cart,  i 
with  which  to  leave  the  cmintry  toescape  the 
Indians.  The  family  are  of  German  descent. 


The  maternal  grand  father  of  Mrs.  Giles,  John 
W.  Sndth,  was  one  of  the  sitrmn's  of  the  Dec- 
laration  of  Texas  Imh'pendence,  and  was  the 
last  man  to  leave  the  Alamo  foi'  re-enforce- 
ments liefore  it  fell.  Mi',  and  Mrs.  Giles 
havetwochildren,  Yal  C.  and  Annie  B.  11.  AIi's. 
Giles  possesses  an  unusual  amount  of  execu- 
tive ability.  She  took  charge  of  the  Confed- 
erate Home  enterprise  when  there  was  hut 
SG7.50  to  its  credit,  and  succeeded  in  raising 
§15,000  in  various  ways  for  its  erection  and 
support.  As  a result  of  her  untiring  efforts 
it  has  become  a comfortable  home  for  the  old 
disalded  Confederate  soldiers,  and  is  now  the 
property  of  the  State.  She  is  one  of  nine  who 
constitute  the  Texas  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  AVorld’s  Fair.  She  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

In  his  political  relations,  Air.  Giles  is  a 
Democrat. 

W.ASHIXGTOK  HIKE,  an  enterpris- 
ing and  successful  farmer  residing 
^ — ■ near  Davilla,  Milam  county,  is  a na- 
tive of  Painesville,  Ohio,  and  was  born  Octo- 
ber 15,  1850.  Ilis  father,  Homer  H.  Hine, 
was  also  born  in  Ohio  in  1823  and  still  re- 
sides there,  being  a large  and  successful 
farmer.  Ilomer  Hine,  the  father  of  Homer 
II.  and  p;randfather  of  AVashiiu>-ton  Hine,  was 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  Buckeye  State 
movitig  there  early  in  this  centiuyfrom  Con- 
necticut, which  was  his  place  of  birth.  He 
was  a lawyer  by  profession  and  served  several 
terms  in  the  Ohio  Legislature.  He  was  of 
Irish  extraction  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Skinnei',  was  of  English  descei.t. 
The  mother  of  Washimrtmi  Hine,  Julietta 
Rue  before  inari'iagc,  was  a damdi ter  of  Jona- 
than  and  Cynthia  Rue,  and  was  horti  in  Ken- 
tucky, Dccembei'  25,  182-L  She  is  still  liv 
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ing.  Eiglit  cliildroii  were  l)oni  to  Homer  II. 
and  Julietta  Iline  of  wliom  the  subject  of 
this  notice  was  the  third  in  age,  the  otliers 
being:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Horace  Ilacon,  of 

Painesville,  Ohio;  Samuel  N.,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Cynthia,  the  wife  of  AV^illiam  Uoran, 
of  Dallas,  Texas;  Anna  L.,  the  wdfe  of  Charles 
Field,  of  Cles-eland,  Ohio;  Agnes,  the  wife 
of  Minor  G.  Norton,  of  the  same  ])lace;  Clar- 
ence A.  and  Henrietta,  both  of  Painesville, 
{ )hio. 

Washinerton  Hinewas  reared  on  his  father’s 
farm  in  Ohio  and  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place  received  his  early  education.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen,  in  1868,  he  came  to 
Texas,  stopping  at  Independence,  AVashing- 
ton  county,  where  he  remained  a year,  work- 
ing at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  when  he  moved 
to  Milam  county,  continuing  at  his  trade  un- 
til 1872.  In  the  meantime  he  purchased 
land  in  both  this  and  Bell  county  and  return- 
ing East  entered  Ti-ansylvania  University  at 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  he  completed 
his  education  after  which  he  come  back  to 
Texas  and  again  took  up  carpentering  and 
followed  it  until  his  marriage,  October  4, 
1876.  At  that  date  he  settled  on  lus  Bell 
county  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  After 
three  years’  residence  in  Bell  county  he 
traded  his  farm  there  for  land  adjoining  that 
previously  purchased  by  him  in  Milam 
county,  and  moving  to  this  in  1879,  he  lias 
continued  to  reside  here  since.  He  has  a farm 
of  nearly  600  acres  including  what  he  owns 
and  controls,  120  acres  of  which  is  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation  and  furnished  with  a su- 
perior class  of  farm  improvements.  In  ad- 
dition to  raising  the  usual  quantity  of  staple 
products  he  gives  consideral)le  fittention  to 
live-stock,  his  cattle  herd  embracing  such 
strains  as  tin;  DurhaTii  and  Holstein.  Mr. 
nine  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  evei'y- 


thitm  relatitm  to  farming:  and  stock-raising 
since  settling  on  the  farm  and  has  identified 
himself  with  evei'v  enterprise  connected  with 
the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives.  F’ormerly  a Uepublican  in  politics  he 
abandoned  that  organization  on  account  of 
its  centralizing  and  monopolistic  tendencies 
and  on  the  organization  of  the  Earniers’  Al- 

O 

liance  joined  that  order  with  whicli  he  has 
affiliated  since.  In  1892  he  was  nominated 
and  elected  County  Commissioner. 

October  4,  1876,  Mr.  Hine  married  Miss 
A^irginia  L.  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Lee  county 
this  State,  September  10,  1854,  being  a 
daughter  of  Green  L.  and  Alarj’  (Lanier)  Hill. 
M rs.  nine’s  father  was  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  her  mother  a native  of  A^irginia. 
Her  parents  came  to  Texas  soon  after  the 
Texas  Revolution  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Bastrop  where  they  lived  for  many  years. 
Her  father  was  a planter  and  before  the  war 
possessed  considerable  means.  He  died  in 
Camp  county,  this  State,  July  2,  1881.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife,  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Hine,  dying  September  26,  1859. 
By  his  two  marriages  he  has  sixteen  chil- 
dren, fourteen  by  his  first  wife  and  two  by 
his  last.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hine  have  had  born 
to  them  the  following  children:  Clarence  A., 
born  July  12,  1877;  Mary  C.,  born  Novem- 
ber 28,  1881;  Anna  L.,  born  September  1, 
1885;  Helen  H.,  born  September  29,  1888; 
Homer  H.,  born  November  1,  1890;  and  one 
not  yet  named,  born  September  26,  1892,  be- 
sides two  that  died  in  infancy. 


SOLON  JOYNES.  — Accomack  county, 
\ A^irginia,  lying  between  Chesapeake 
bay  and  the  Atlantic  ocean  on  the  ex- 
i treme  east  coast  of  the“  Old  Dominion  ” was 
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tlie  birth-place  of  Mr.  -luynes,  in  wliich 
comity  his  parents  were  also  horn,  llis 
lather,  John  K.  Joynes,  was  engaged  in  plant- 
ing for  many  yeai's  in  Accomack  county,  hut 
as  a resident  in  later  life  of  the  city  ol  Nor- 
folk, where  he  followed  the  business  of  ship- 
carpenter  and  joiner.  Me  came  to  Texas  in 
1875  and  died  in  Kockdale,  J une  11,  1881, 
in  the  seventy-second  year  of  his  age,  having 
been  horn  March  12,  1812.  lie  came  <if  old  | 
Virginia  stock,  the  date  his  ancestors  settled  j 
in  the  old  State  heino-  so  remote  that  it  has 

O 

not  been  preserved  in  the  records  or  traditions 
of  the  family.  He  was  a son  of  William 
Joynes  who  was  also  a planter  of  Accomack 
county  and  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 

Susan  (Colonna)  Joynes,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  1817  and 
died  in  1854,  being  a daughter  of  Wiiliam 
and  Elizabeth  Colonna,  and  an  industrious, 
devout,  good  woman.  Both  father  and 
mother  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Solon  Joynes  is  the  eldest  of  five  children 
born  to  his  parents,  but  is  one  of  eight,  there 
being  three  others  by  his  father’s  second 
marriage.  He  was  born  April  26,  1838,  and 
was  reared  principally  in  the  city  of  Norfolk, 
whither  his  parents  moved  when  he  was 
young.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the 
private  schools  of  Hampton  and  Norfolk.  He 
entered  a commission  house  at  the  latter 
place  at  the  age  of  sixteen  where  he  remained 
till  the  opening  of  the  late  war.  He  entered 
the  Confederate  army  early  in  1861,  enlisting 
in  the  Norfolk  Light  Artillery  Bines,  with 
wliich  he  served  in  the  army  of  Northern 
Virginia  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
literally  “ in  the  thick  of  the  fight  ’’  through- 
out the  entire  strntrgle  beiiur  lu'csent  and 
taking  part  in  all  of  the  princi[)al  engage- 
ments that  were  fought  on  \drginia,  Mary- 


land and  Pennsylvania  §oil  and  some  naval 
eniracrements  that  occurred  in  that  vicinity. 
His  battalion  opened  the  tire  at  the  tii'st  battle 
of  Eredericksbui'g  and  at  Chancellorsville  and 
was  one  of  the  first  to  take  [losiiion  at  Gettys- 
burg and  Petei'sburg.  He  took  part  as  a 
member  of  the  land  force  in  the  enira''-ement 
between  the  Merrimacand  Monitor  in  Hamp 
ton  Heads  in  1862.  At  the  fall  of  Peters- 
burg he  was  taken  prisoner  and  conveyed  to 
Point  Lookout  where  he  was  held  until 
June,  1865. 

The  war  over  Mr.  Joynes  returned  to  Nor- 
folk where  he  went  to  work  in  a commission 
house,  and  remained  for  ten  months.  He 
then  came  to  Texas  in  the  fall  of  1866  and 
located  at  Galveston.  At  that  place  he  re- 
sumed the  commission  business  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother  under  the  firm  name  of 
J.  R.  Joynes  & Co.,  and  remained  there  un- 
til the  city  was  depopulated  by  the  yellow- 
fever  scourge  of  the  following  year.  He  then 
came  out  on  the  line  of  the  Houston  A Texas 
Central  Railroad  and  followed  the  terminal 
of  that  road  to  Red  river  in  north  Texas,  en- 
gaged in  buying  -cotton  and  merchandising 
in  connection  with  the  firm  of  Littlefield  & 
Company  of  Bryan.  In  1873  he  went  to 
Hearne,  the  initial  point  of  the  Inter- 
national & Great  Northern  Railroad  and 
following  the  terminal  of  that  road  west  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  engaged  in  the  same  busi- 
ness. He  then  located  permanently  in 
Rockdale  and  began  his  business  on  a settled 
basis  and  has  since  resided  here.  He  weighed 
and  shipped  the  first  bale  of  cotton  ever 
weighed  and  shipped  out  of  the  town,  this 
being  February  4,  1874,  and  since  that  time 
he  has  bought  and  shipped  thousands  and 
thousands  of  dollars’  worth  of  the  product 
besides  handling  a large  amount  of  grain, 
machinei-y  and  implements. 
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Mr.  Joynes  lias,  been  Commi.ssioner  of 
Milam  comity,  Alderman  of  Rockdale,  Mayor 
pro  tern,  of  the  City  Council,  President  of 
the  City  School  Board  and  was  founder  and 
first  president  of  the  Business  Men’s  Associa- 
tion of  Rockdale  and  has  served  in  other  of- 
ficial and  semi-official  capacities  connected 
with  the  administration  of  town  and  county 
affairs.  Whatever  has  been  of  interest  to 
the  people  among  whom  he  has  lived  he  has 
actively  interested  himself  in  sud  has  always 
borne  his  share  of  the  expense  of  every  public 
enterprise. 

When  he  came  to  the  State  he  was  a single 
man.  In  1872  he  married  Sophia,  a daugh- 
ter of  J.  W.  McCown,  Sr.,  find  sister  of  J.  AV. 
McCown  Jr.,  a sketch  of  whose  lives  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  This  lady  died  in 
March,  1877,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  leaving 
surviving  her  but  one  son,  John  W.,  who  is 
now  a student  at  the  State  University.  April 
29,  1879,  Mr.  Joynes  married  Florence,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  F.  Hubert,  an  old 
settler  of  this  State,  mention  of  whom  will 
be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Frank  AV.  R.  Hu- 
bert in  this  volume.  By  this  marriage  he 
has  had  three  children:  Hester,  Susan  C.  and 
Cyrus  McCormick. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joynes  are  communicants  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  which  he  is  a 
AVarden.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  Uniform  Rank,  in  which  he  is 
Senior  Past  Commander.  He  is  an  apprent- 
iced Mason,  and,  in  politics,  a Democrat. 

As  a citizen,  soldier,  business  man  and 
public  servant,  Mr.  Joynes’  reputation  is  now 
fairly  made,  the  record  in  a great  measure 
being  closed.  He  has  always  shown  himself 
worthjr  of  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his 
fellowmen  and  has  labored  without  thought 
of  reward,  making  duty  his  sole  counsellor 
and  guide  in  all  that  he  has  done.  His  has 


been  an  unpretentious  life,  yet  in  years  to 
come  when  the  remote  descendants  of  the 
fii'st  settlei’s  of  Rockdale  look  back  among 
the  records  foi-  the  names  of  the  ‘‘early 
fathers  ” it  is  doubtful  if  any  of  them  will 
have  reason  to  feel  more  sincere  pride  in  the 
part  taken  by  their  “ kith  and  kin  ” in  the 
making  of  the  city  than  his  will  have. 


\ILLIAM  B.  AVOODY,  Postmaster 
of  Rockdale,  and  secretary  and  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Rockdale  Min- 
ing and  Manufacturing  Company,  was  born 
in  Halifax  county,  Virginia,  January  13, 
1848.  His  parents  were  Samuel  B.  and  Mary 
A.  AVoody,  both  of  whom  were  also  natives 
of  the  Old  Dominion.  Samuel  B.  AA’^oody 
was  a son  of  John  and  Mary  Betts  AVoody, 
natives  of  Virginia.  John  AVoody  was  a 
planter  of  the  old  regime^  a man  of  wealth 
and  influence,  one  who  lived  in  elegant  style 
and  enjoyed  the  esteem  and  friendship  of 
those  among  whom  he  lived.  He  died  in 
1841  at  an  advanced  age.  Mary  Betts  was  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Elisha  Betts,  also  a Vir- 
ginia planter  and  a soldier  iti  the  war  of 
1812,  where  he  obtained  his  title  by  merito- 
rious services.  He  died  in  1866  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eighty;  Mary  Betts  AVoody 
died  in  1857.  Samuel  B.  AVoody  was  the 
eldest  of  eight  children  born  to  his  parents. 
He  married  Mary  A.  Blackwell,  only  child  of 
AVilliam  James  Blackwell,  both  parents  dying 
when  she  was  an  infant.  She  was  born  in 
1828  and  is  still  livincr,  beincr  now  a resident 


of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  where  she  makes 
her  home  with  her  son.  Dr.  S.  E.  AV’^oody, 
Professor  of  Chemisti-y  in  the  Kentucky 
School  of  Aledicine.  Samuel  B.  AVoody  was 
born  in  1818  and  died  in  1855.  He  was  a 
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planter.  He  inlieritod  considerable  pro])erty, 
to  vvliicli  lie  added  by  his  own  industry  and 
ixood  manaiieinent,  and  left  <at  bis  deatli  a 
handsome  estate,  lie  had  no  public  record,  I 
but  was  an  official  in  the  State militia,  and  in 
the  days  when  that  was  one  of  the  institu- 
tions of  the  land  he  w'as  in  military  matters  a 
figure  of  some  consequence  in  his  section  of 
State. 

Of  the  five  sons  of  Samuel  B.  and  Mary  A. 
Woody,  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  the 
second  in  atre.  lie  was  reared  in  his  native 
county,  and  what  education  fell  to  his  lot  was 
obtained  at  a pi-ivate  school  at  Harmony, 
Virtrinia.  At  the  am  of  sixteen  he  entered 
the  Confederate  army,  enlisting  in  Decem- 
ber, 1864,  in  Wright’s  Battery  of  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, with  which  he  served  in  the  Army  of 
iS'orthern  Virginia  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war,  surrendering  with  General  ii.  E. 
Lee  at  Appomattox  on  April  9,  1865,  before 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age. 

For  a year  following  the  close  of  the  war, 
he  remained  at  home.  He  then  secured  a 
clerkship  in  a mercantile  establishment  at 
Oxford,  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  two  years,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  business  for  himself  as  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Bremer,  Woody  & Co,,  at  Blooms- 
burg  (now  Tnrbeville),  Virginia.  Ph-om  there, 
in  1875,  he  camfe  to  Texas,  locating  at  Rock- 
dale, which  has  since  been  his  home.  He 
has  been  variously  engaged  in  this  place. 
Until  1882  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising. 
He  then  became  manager  of  the  Kansas  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  with  headcpiai-ters  at  j 
Rockdale,  which  position  he  held  until  1891, 
when  he  became  president  and  general  man-  | 
ager  of  the  Southwestern  Bridge  Company, 
of  Little  Bock,  Arkansas,  and  in  Febnuiry,  I 
1892,  secretary  and  general  managin’  of  the 
Bnckilale  Minino-  A Manufactui-in<r  Com-  ^ 

O ^ 


pany,  and  in  March,  1893,  was  appointed  by 
President  Cleveland  I’ostmaster  at  Rockdale. 

November  8 1870,  Mr.  M’^oody  man-ied 

IMiss  Mollie  E.  AValton,  a daughter  of  Sidney 
E.  Walton,  of  Bloomsburg,  Virginia,  and  the 
issue  of  this  union  has  been  seven  children, 
all  of  whom  ai-e  living:  Samuel  S.,  John  C., 
MHlla  B.,  Ruby  W.,  Kate  R..  Helen  V.,  and 
Carrol. 

Mr.  AVoody  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  here,  of  which  organization  he  is 
Deacon,  and  has  been  since  its  foundation. 


D^R.  HIRAM  HENRY  DARR,  Cald- 
t well,  Texas,  was  born  on  the  old  Darr 

' homestead  in  the  vicinity  of  Yellow 

Prairie,  Burleson  county,  this  State,  April  4, 
1853. 

Dr.  Darr’s  parents,  George  and  Kittie  A. 
(Wooten)  Darr,  were  natives  of  Tennessee  and 
and  Virginia,  respectively,  the  former  born 
in  1797,  and  the  latter  in  1819.  Both  were 
in  Texas  at  an  early  date,  Mr.  Darr  certainly 
as  early  as  1825,  and  Mrs.  Darr  probably 
earlier.  They  met  in  what  is  now  Brazos 
county,  at  the  home  of  the  latter’s  father.  Dr. 
Thomas  J.  AVooten,  and  in  1837  they  were 
married.  As  near  as  can  now  be  determined 
they  settled  within  the  present  limits  of 
Burleson  county,  about  1840,  and  in  this 
county  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  They 
had  seven  children,  the  youngest  of  whom  is 
the  subject  of  this  article. 

Hiram  Henry  Darr  was  reared  at  the  old 
home  place,  and  received  in  the  local  schools 
and  by  private  study  a good  general  education. 
At  the  carlv  age  of  seventeen  (1870)  he  began 
to  read  medicine  under  the  instructions  of 
Di‘.  d.  P.  (Hi\er,  of  Caldwell,  and  grailuated 
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at  tlie  Louisville  Mcilical  College,  at  the  head 
of  his  class,  February  25,  1875.  lie  then 
took  an  ad  eundeni  course  at  the  Kentucky 
Scliool  of  Medicine,  graduating  in  that  insti- 
tution the  following  June.  Locating  at 
Ilearne,  this  State,  he  entered  at  once  upon 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  followed  it 
successfully  there  until  1879.  The  winter  of 
1879-80  was  spent  in  Xew  York  city,  where, 
in  the  College  of  Phj’sicians  and  Surgeons, 
he  took  a post-graduate  course,  giving  special 
attention  to  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear  and 
throat.  Keturnino:  to  Texas  again,  he  this 
time  located  at  Caldwell,  in  his  native  county, 
and  here  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, which  for  thirteen  years  past  he  lias 
pursued  uninterruptedly  and  with  marked 
success.  He  is  a member  of  the  following 
organizations,  having  joined  them  at  the 
dates  indicated  by  the  figures  in  parentheses: 
Texas  State  Medical  Association  (1877),  of 
which  he  has  been  once  (1884)  vice- Presi- 
dent; American  Public  Health  Association 
(1882);  American  Medical  Association 
(1883);  Burleson  County  Medical  Society, 
which  he  helped  to  organize  and  of  which  he 
was  first  President  (1885);  Ninth  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress  held  at  Washington 
(1885);  National  Association  of  Railway 
Surgeons  (1891);  and  American  Academy  of 
Political  and  Social  Science  (1892),  of  which 
last  organization  he  was  elected  a member 
before  he  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  his  name 
had  been  presented  that  body  for  considera- 
tion. Dr.  Darr  has  also  been  a member  of 
the  Medical  Board  of  the  Twenty-first  Judi- 
cial District  for  ten  years;  has  been  the  local 
surgeon  of  the  Gulf,  Colorado  A Santa  Fe 
Railroad  Company  for  ten  years;  has  been 
County  Physician  of  Burleson  county  for  nine 
years;  was  for  three  years  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Public  Schools  of 


Caldwell,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  of  this  nlace.  He  lias  contri- 
buted but  little  to  the  literature  of  the  pro- 
fession, his  time  having  been  taken  up  almost 
to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else  with  active 
practice.  Two  articles,  however,  contributed 
by  him  to  the  Columbus  Medical  Journal, 
one  on  dysentery,  published  in  1883,  and  one 
on  typhlitis,  published  in  1889,  are  worthy 
of  mention  in  this  connection.  Dr.  Darr  is 
the  examiner-in-chief  at  Caldwell  for  the  fol- 
lowing life  insurance  companies:  Equitable 

Life  Insurance  Society,  of  New  York;  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Company;  New  York 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Society;  New  York 
Mutual  Reserve  Fund  Life  Insurance  So- 
ciety, Providence  Savings  Life  Assurance 
Society,  Union  Central  Life  Insurance  So- 
ciety, of  Cincinnati;  Mutual  Benefit  Life  In- 
surance Society,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey; 
Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Company,  Penn 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  Imperial 
Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan; and  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor. 
The  Doctor  is  a Knight  Templar  Mason,  and 
a member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

October  25,  1881,  he  married  Mrs.  Lula 
Chiles,  of  Caldwell,  ond  they  have  had  four 
children,  two  of  wliom,  Willie  T.  and  George 
C.,  are  living,  Hiram  Henry  and  an  infant 
being  deceased.  To  his  family,  his  profes- 
sioa  and  the  best  interest  of  the  cotnrnunity 
in  which  he  resides.  Dr.  Darr  is  devoted 
without  reservation,  and  as  a physician  and 
citizen  stands  deservedly  high. 

The  foregoing  facts  show  that  the  subject 
of  this  brief  notice  has  done  sufficient  to  en- 
title him  to  honorable  distinction  in  the  his- 
toiy  of  his  State  without  resoi'ting  to  family 
name  and  influence  to  assist  him  in  this  di- 
rt ction.  But  the  following  facts  touching 
his  ancestry  are  added  for  the  Ijeiuffit  of  his 
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children.  Ilis  father,  who  in  early  life  [)os- 
sessed  an  adventui'ons  spirit,  sei'ved  in  the 
Indian  wars  in  the  Korthwest  Territory  and 
fonirht  nndei-  Geneival  William  II.  Harrison 
at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe.  He  also  served 
in  the  war  hy  which  Texas  won  its  indepen- 
dence, and  took  part  in  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto.  A fearless,  genial,  unselfish  man, 
fond  of  sport,  possessing  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  woodcraft  and  a remarkable  memory 
for  names,  faces  and  localities,  he  was  well 
adapted  for  the  life  he  led:  that  of  the  Indian 
fighter,  citizen,  soldier  and  pioneer,  and  in 
his  day  and  generation  discharged  all  the 
mnltifarions  duties  devolving  upon  him  in 
the  several  capacities  in  which  he  was  called 
to  act.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Burleson 
county,  Texas,  February  9,  1853.  His  wife 
survived  him  a number  of  years,  dying  at  the 
same  place,  May  3,  1875.  Only  two  of  their 
seven  children  are  now  living,  the  Doctor 
and  an  older  sister,  Mrs.  Sallie  Downing,  a 
resident  of  Burleson  county. 


W\  C.  LAWHON,  a wealthy  farmer 
and  enterprising  citizen  of  Bastrop 
county,  Texas,  has  had  a useful 
career  here  and  is  well  known  and  highly 
lespected.  Of  his  life  we  present  the  fol- 
lowing resume: 

W.  C.  Lawhon  was  born  in  McNairy 
county,  Tennessee,  March  21,  1829,  and 
when  he  was  an  infant  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Alabama.  When  he  was  eight 
yeai’s  old  they  moved  to  Texas,  that  being 
in  1837.  Six  years  they  lived  in  Ked  River 
cuunty,  from  there  moved  to  Sabine  county, 
and  in  1S41  came  to  Basti'op  county,  settling 
on  Voung’s  prairie,  where,  from  wild  land, 
they  developed  a farm.  On  this  farm  the 


subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to  manhood.  Of 
his  educational  oj)portn nitics  it  may  be  said 
that  he  had  two  years  of  schoolinef.  lie  re- 
mained  under  the  parental  roof  until  1854, 
when  he  married.  In  1851  he  beiran  mer- 
chandising  near  where  he  now  lives,  and  car- 
ried on  business  four  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  lost  all  his  earthly  posses- 
sions. Without  caj)ital,  but  with  renewed 
energy,  he  started  out  again,  determined  to 
succeed.  Buying  a tract  of  raw  land  in  the 
woods,  he  settled  down  to  hard  work,  and, 
ere  long,  his  earnest  efforts  resulted  in  the 
development  of  a fine  farm.  He  still  lives 
on  this  place.  As  the  years  rolled  by  and 
])i'osperity  smiled  upon  him,  he  purchased 
other  lands,  until,  at  this  writing,  he  is  the 
owner  of  1,915  acres  in  three  different  farms. 
He  has  650  acres  under  cultivation,  most  of 
which  he  rents.  Cotton  and  corn  are  his 
chief  crops.  In  1830  he  built  a store  and 
opened  out  in  business  again,  and  for  si.x 
years  did  a successful  business,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  closed  out.  In  1876  he  built 
a steam-power  gin  and  mill  for  public  ser- 
vice, and  for  some  time  was  also  eneao-ed  in 
the  manufacture  of  shino-les. 

O 

Mr.  Lawhon  was  elected  a J ustice  of  the 
Peace  in  1866,  and  serv^ed  for  more  than  a 
dozen  years,  being  re-elected  from  time  to 
time.  He  also  served  four  years  as  Tax 
Collector,  and  at  the  same  time  was  County 
Commissioner  and  Hotary  Public.  Durino’ 
the  “late  unpleasantness”  he  volunteered 
and  served  seven  months,  when,  his  health 
failing,  he  was  discharged  and  returned 
home.  Alter  his  health  improved  he  was 
detailed  as  fi’eighter  for  the  Government, 
continuing  as  such  until  the  close  of  the 
wai'.  I ho  war  o\  er,  he  resume(l  farmino'. 
During  ten  years  of  the  time  he  served  as 
.Justice  of  the  Peace  he  held  impiests  over 
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fifty-six  dca(]  l)oiiies.  lie  rendered  4, 000 
jiulgmeiits,  <ndy  two  of  which  eases  were 
ever  appealed,  and  during  tliat  time  he 
also  niari’ied  many  couples.  Few  men  in 
the  county  are  better  known  than  he,  or 
stand  higher  in  the  estimation  of  tlie  peo- 
ple. During  his  early  life  he  did  a great 
deal  of  hunting.  The  Indians  were  often 
committing  depredations  all  around,  but  they 
never  molested  him. 

Mr.  Lawhon  is  a son  of  11.  M.  iind  Ann 
(Young)  Lawhon,  the  former  a native  of 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of 
Georgia.  The  Lawhons  are  of  Scotcb-Irish 
descent.  II.  M.  Lawson's  youngest  brother, 
David  Lawhon,  caihe  to  this  State  with  Sam 
Houston,  and  with  that  noted  pioneer  edited 
the  first  paper  in  Texas,  published  at  Kacog- 
doches.  The  lather  of  our  subject  served 
throughout  the  Mexican  war  of  184G-7,  and 
for  many  years  was  a Justice  of  the  Peace 
here.  He  died  at  this  place  in  1876,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  having 
survived  him  until  1878.  W.  C.  Lawhon 
was  the  second- born  in  their  family  of  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  were  in  Texas,  namely: 
Frances,  who  married  Parson  Rankins,  is 
deceased;  W.  C.;  Martha,  wife  of  J.  W. 
Whitaker,  a Grayson  county  farmer;  David, 
a farmer  and  Methodist  minister  of  Burnet 
county:  Mary  A.,  wife  of  J.  L.  Wolf;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  J.  W.  Stanifer,  is  deceased; 
John  M.,  a Baptist  minister,  resides  in 
Grayson  county;  and  Rachel,  who  died 
young. 

Mr.  Lawhon  married  Jane  Stanifer,  who 
was  born  in  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  January 
14,  1839,  daughtei-  of  J.  W.  Stanifeix  Her 
father  went  from  his  native  State,  Illitiois, 
to  Alabama,  where  he  manned,  atid  from 
whence,  in  1828,  he  canu'  to  Texas.  Mi-, 
and  Mrs.  Lawhon  had  a family  of  fifteen 


j children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
j otlu-rs  are  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  wife  of  J. 

j T.  Sanders,  a Bastrop  county  farmer;  Eliza, 
wife  ()f  J.  \Y.  Dtdey,  deceased;  .lohn  T.,  a 
book-keeper  tit  Elgin,  Texas;  Arinda,  wife 
of  J.  M.  Braiighton,  is  deceased;  W.  A., 
Charles  P.  and  James  A.,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing  in  this  county;  C.  E and  A.  J.,  at  home; 
Frances  E.,  wife  of  W.  P.  Bird,  a farmer  of 
this  county,  and  Emma,  Louis  and  Sidney  J., 
at  home. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Lawhon  is  an  I.  0.0.  F. ; 
politically,  a (lyed-in-the-wool  ” Democrat. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church. 


A AVID  ALLDAY,  of  Jones  prairie, 
Milam  county,  was  born  in  Burke 
county,  Georgia,  Septemlter  7,  1831. 
His  father,  Peter  Allday,  was  born  in  the  same 
county  and  State,  February  5,  1794,  and  was 
there  reared.  December  23,  1824,  he  mar- 
ried Louisa  Ward,  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Frank  Ward,  of  Georgia,  whose  wife  was  a 
Miss  Baton,  whose  ancestors  settled  and 
named  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana.  The  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  were:  James, 
Charles,  Frank,  Gus,  Louisa  and  Amelia. 

Peter  Aliday  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
war  of  1812,  but  made  only  two  days’  march 
toward  reinforcing  Jackson,  near  Yew  Or- 
leans, when  the  news  of  that  battle  reached 
his  ears.  He  returned  to  the  farm,  and 
there  enoraoed  in  farming  till  1855,  when  he 
came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Milam  county, 
where  he  died  May  21,  1807,  ^till  engaged  in 
farming  till  his  death.  lie  possessed  good 
judgment,  but  never  aeciimnlated  a great 
deal  <d'  property.  lie  was  a eonsistent  mem- 
bei-  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  much 
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noted  Tor  his  piety.  lie  iievei-  used  an  oath 
in  his  life  nor  indulged  in  .-strong  drink.  Tlis 
f’athei-,  (Trandfather  of  the  .suliject  of  this 
notice,  was  at  one  time  Sheriff  of  Burke 
county,  Georgia,  in  tlie  days  when  branding 
criminals  was  in  voone. 

Peter  Allday’s  children  were:  Absaloin 
Pryor,  horn  Se])tember  20,  1825,  now  a phy- 
sician of  liobei'tson  county,  Texas;  Francis 
Asberry,  who  was  born  Jnly  5,  1829,  and 
who  is  supposed  to  have  died  in  the  Confed- 
erate army;  David,  the  subject  of  this  notice; 
Ann,  deceased,  was  first  married  to  Daniel 
j\loore,and  had  twochildren,  and  secondly  mar- 
ried J.  II.  Jones;  Richai-d  Arnold,  who  was 
born  July  7,  1836,  and  was  killed  in  Arizona 
daring  the  late  war;  James  Augustus,  who 
was  born  September  25,  1838,  died  in  the 
Confederate  army;  Charles,  born  February 
5,  1841,  now  a Methodist  minister  in  Ala- 
bama; Peter  R , who  was  born  April  30, 
1844,  and  died  November  25,  1861,  in  the 
Confederate  army;  Mary  B.,  born  November 
18,  1845,  is  now  the  wife  of  William  M. 
Taylor;  Amelia  F.,  born  December  1,  1847, 
is  the  widow  of  Anderson  Jones;  Louisa  Lo- 
dema,  born  July  29,  1850,  is  now  the  wife  of 
James  Jones,  of  Davilla,  Milam  county. 

Just  before  Christmas,  1855,  David  Allday 
came  to  Texas,  having  left  Georgia  and  pro- 
ceeded overland,  crossing  the  Mississippi 
river  at  Natchez.  The  sev'en  wagons  of  the 
company  were  bound  for  Waco,  but  the  party 
were  induced  by  Doctor  Allday,  who  was 
then  living  at  Port  Sullivan,  Milam  county, 
and  who  was  familiar  with  the  country,  to 
settle  near  the  mouth  of  Pond  creek,  in  this 
county.  The  land  was  bought  of  the  Rev. 
Rufus  C.  Ifurleson,  the  eminent  Baptist  min- 
ister, who  for  many  years  was  president 
of  the  Baylor  llid versity.  Mr.  Allday  eii- 
gage<l  in  farming  from  1855  to  1861,  wlum 
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he  entered  the  Confederate  anny,  eidisting 
ir;  a company  niised  maiidy  in  Robertson 
county,  which  was  attached  to  the  Eighth 
Regiment,  under  Colonel  Young.  The.  com- 
mand operated  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
participated  in  a number  of  engagements  in 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  among  the  series  of 
fights  following  Banks’  Red  river  campaign. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  the  army  returned  to 
Texas,  and  at. the  close  of  hostilities  was  dis- 
banded at  Hempstead.  Mr.  Allday’s  first 
real-estate  pui-chase  was  in  Milam  county,  and 
consisted  of  132  acres.  lie  now  owns  275 
acres,  and  is  cultivating  125.  The  average 
annual  yield  of  his  farm  is  from  twentyrfive 
to  thirty  bales  of  cotton,  and  other  products 
in  proportion. 

He  was  married  December  14,  1865,  to 
Miss  Sarah  L.,  daughter  of  McClern  Taylor. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  eight  children : 
James,  born  September  28,  1866;  Emma, 
born  December  11,  1868;  Peter  McClem, 
born  November  18,  1870;  John,  born  Sep- 
tember 20,  1872;  William  D.,  born  August 
4,  1876;  Janie,  born  April  14,  1878;  Roxie, 
born  January  3,  1883,  and  Charles,  born 
March  31,  1888.  Mrs.  Allday  died  April  9, 
1892.  The  family  are  connected  with  tl;e 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 


EV.  JAMES  II.  STRIPLING,  D.  D., 
was  born  in  Tuscaloosa  county,  Ala- 
^ bama,  September  27,  1822.  His  pa- 
rents, Benjamin  H.  and  Ruth  B. 
Stribling,  were  natives  of  South  Carolina, 
but  married  in  Alabama  in  1820.  Benjamin 
11.  was  a brother  of  the  distinguished  atlmiral, 
C.  K.  Stiil)ling,  of  the  United  States  Navy. 
James  11.  was  I'cared  on  a farm  and  among 
the  hills,  forests  and  streams  of  Pickens 
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county,  Alfil)aina.  At  about  six  yeai’sof  age 

lie  entei'cd  a country  scliool,  where  two  years 

were  spent  leaniing  to  read,  write  and  siiell. 

After  this,  tlii'ee  months  in  the  summer  of 

eacli  yeai’,  wlien  the  crops  were  laid  l>y,  until 

lie  \\as  grown  to  manhood,  afforded  his 

early  educational  advantages.  Tlie  benefit  of 

the  thi'ee  months  and  meager  training  were 

nearly  lost  in  the  other  nine,  so  that  no  great 

jiregress  could  he  made.  IJis  fotidness  for 

reading  was  developed  at  an  early  age,  with 

very  limited  means  for  its  gratification.  A 

weekly  paper,  a history  of  the  United  States, 

Plutarch’s  Lives,  and  such  hooks  as  could  be 

had  at  a neighborhood  library,  made  up  the 

supply  in  reach,  and  these  had  to  be  read  by 

pine-torcli  light.  Lamps  and  candles  were 

luxuries  not  to  be  thoncrht  of.  A neio-libor- 
o o 

hood  debating  society  for  lioys  and  young 
men,  in  which  lie  took  a lively  interest,  more 
t|ian  anything  else  served  to  direct  his  read- 
ing and  awaken  thought.  He  early  aspired 
to  engage  in  ])ublic  life  as  a lawyer  or  poli- 
tician. Political  campaign  discussions,  in 
which  he  took  great  interest,  were  to  him  a 
valuable  educational  factor.  From  all  these 
sources,  limited  as  they  were,  and  an  effort 
to  study  such  school  branches,  as  English 
grammar,  and  so  forth,  at  home,  were  gath- 
ered the  golden  grains  of  knowledge  that  be- 
came the  seeds  of  -a  perpetual  harvest  from 
which  all  along  in  after  life  he  made  large 
and  valuable  distributions  from  the  pulpit, 
the  press,  and  the  social  circle. 

The  boyhood  life  of  young  Stribling  was 
greatly  stirred  by  the  txciting  events  of  the 
Seminole  war.  The  gathering  of  scjuads,  ! 
companies  and  regiments  around  his  native 
home  in  Alabama,  tlu^  news  of  the  massacres, 
atrocities  and  battles  in  Florida  by  the  In- 
dians fired  the  whole  country  with  martial 
spirit  that  aroused  the  boys  as  well  as  the  I 


men.  About  the  same  time  the  indepen- 
dence of  Texas  had  been  declared  and  the  glow- 
ing descriptions  of  this  new  found,  paradise 
were  atti'acting  mtich  attention.  This  be- 
came,  after  a while,  the  news  of  the  day, 
and  the  theme  of  the  family  ciirde  at  night. 
Jly  1840  the  father,  mother  and  James,  the 
eldest  of  the  twelve  children,  had  become  so 
interested  in  Texas  that  a i-emoval  was  deter- 
mined on,  .and  in  the  following  year  they 
turned  theii- steps  toward  the  Lone  Star  Re- 
public. Their  destination  was  Washington 
county,  the  garden  spot  of  the  country.  In 
September,  1842,  James  entcied  the  Texas 
army  to  repel  the  Mexican  invasion  of  that 
year,  and  remained  till  January,  1843.  After 
a three  years’  residence  in  Washington  coun- 
ty the  family  moved  to  Lavaca  county,  where 
they  settled,  and  the  father  died  seven  or 
eight  years  later.  James  remained  and 

tauol'.t  school  for  a few  months  in  Washing:- 
o c> 

ton  county.  Early  religious  impressions, 
which  were  renewed  and  deepened  from  time 
to  time  by  the  piety  and  life  of  a Christian 
father  and  mother,  Bible  readings,  preaching 
and  revivals,  culminated  during  this  year 
(1843)  in  a determination  on  his  part  to  de- 
vote his  life  to  the  ministry.  In  Septemher 
he  was  baptized  by  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Tryon, 
and  united  with  the  Providence  Baptist 
Church  in  Washington  county.  Ahont  a 
year  after  this  he  was  licensed  and  began  to 
preach.  The  Tieed  of  more  education  was 
constantly  impressed  on  his  mind,  and  in 
May,  1846,  his  name  was  enrolled  among  the 
first  twenty-four  students  that  entered  Baylor 
Universitv-  He  remained  in  school  till  De- 
cember, 1849,  when  he  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry.  He  sjjcnt  the  year  1850  as  a mis- 
sionary west  of  the  Colorado  idver  in  south- 
west Texas.  In  Januai-y,  1851,  he  began  his 
first  pastorate  with  the  Baptist  Church  at 
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Gonzales.  This  continued  al)ont  seven  years. 
It  was  during  tin's  pastorate,  September  21, 
1852,  oti  a bright,  happy  evening,  that  Rev. 
J.  T.  Powell,  at  the  residence  of  Colonel  L. 
Cleveland,  celebrated  the  idtes  of  matrimony 
between  Kev.  J.  II.  Striblino  and  Miss  J.  L. 

O 

Cleveland.  During  this  time  a house  of 
worship  was  built,  among  the  best  in  western 
Te.\as  at  that  period,  costing  §5,000.  Against 
repeated  entreaties  to  remain,  this  pastorate 
was  resigned  and  that  of  Wharton  and  Caney 
cliurclies,  near  each  other,  was  accepted. 
Alter  two  years  here  duty  pointed  to  a 
change,  and  the  pastorate  of  the  first  churcli 
at  Galveston  was  accepted  and  entered  upon 
in  May,  1860.  This  was  a congenial  field, 
but  the  commotions  of  the  war  and  the  block- 
ade compelled  a resignation  and  the  return 
of  Mr.  Stribling  to  his  former  field  for  a 
time. 

In  September,  1863,  Mr.  Stribling  ac- 
cepted the  pastorate  of  the  church  at  Ander- 
son, and  labored  there  with  much  succe.ss  for 
ten  years.  Not  only  Anderson,  but  many 
neighborinof  fields  and  churches  shared  his 
labors  during  this  period.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  in  1865  he  was  one  of  the  only  three 
Baptist  ministers  in  the  State  who  were  re- 
lyirig  entirely  on  the  ministry  for  a support. 
Declining  health  made  a change  of  field 
necessary.  He  was  called  to  Tyler  and  en- 
tered upon  Ips  labors  there  in  September, 
1873.  It  was  here  at  his  suggestion  and 
earnest  instance  that  Major  W.  E.  Penn  be- 
gan his  labors  that  have  since  beeti  blessed  in 
Texas  find  other  States.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing the  rich  spiritual  harvest  in  this  pastor- 
ate and  its  congenial  surroundings,  it  was 
here  that  the  dai'kest  shadow  fell  upon  Dr. 
Stribling’s  [)athway.  The  com[)anion  of  his 
youth,  his  helper,  stay  and  comfoi’t  idl  along 
the  jouruey  of  life  was  called  from  him.  h\)i- 


o:;;j 

over  twenty  years  she  had  been  the  light  and 
joy  of  his  heart  and  home,  and  the  guardian 
angel  of  his  househokl.  Hospitable  to 
strangers,  kind  to  all,  an  example  of  })iety 
and  faith,  she  had  not  oidy  been  a companion 
to  him  but  a benediction  to  every  church 
and  community  where  they  had  lived.  But 
here  also  another  came  to  fill  the  empty  void, 
to  be  a mother  to  his  children,  and  one  who 
comforted,  cheered  and  encouraged  him  in 
every  good  word  and  work.  He  married 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Hand  in  Tyler,  in  1874. 

Dr.  Stribli  ng  spent  over  seven  years  in 
Tyler,  and  did  a great  work  for  the  people  of 
that  city  and  community.  His  next  pastor- 
ate was  his  shortest,  but  occupied  most  of  the 
year  1881  at  Calvert.  He  located  at  Rock- 
dale and  began  regular  service  with  the 
church  in  January,  1882.  He  held  this 
charge  until  his  death,  smnewhat  over  ten 
years  later.  He  thus  gave  to  the  ministry 
nearly  fifty  years  of  his  life,  during  which 
time  he  held  charges  in  widely  scattered  lo- 
calities, and  performed  all  the  multifarious 
duties  devolving  on  one  in  his  position.  He 
preached,  as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated,  4,000 
sermons,  and  delivered  as  many  exhortations 
and  addresses.  He  held  over  200  protracted 
meetings,  in  which  over  3,000  persons  pro- 
fe-sed  conversion.  He  solemnized  over  300 
marriages  and  baptized  ov^er  1,200  persons,  and 
traveled  in  every  mode  30,000  miles  in  Texas. 
Among  his  published  sermons  was  one  on 
“ Sunday  Schools,”one  delivered  at  the  funeral 
of  T.  J.  Jackson,  a memorial  discourse  before 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a sermon  on 
Future  Punishment,”  that  attracted  wide  at- 
tention at  the  time,  and  these  are  deserving  of 
a place  in  the  archives  of  the  church.  Besides, 
many  news[)aper  articles  appeared  frmn  his 
pen  from  time  to  time, — among  them  a ilis- 
cussion  on  Human  Depravity,”  Sketches 
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of  Travel,”  aTid  essays  on  “ Tlie  lieciprocal  I 
Duties  of  Pastors  and  ( ’Imrclies,”  and  “ How  j 
Alinistei’s  Slioidil  Treat  I^lacli  ()tlier.” 

His  lioiiorary  title  of  1).  D.  was  conferred 
by  Baylor  University  at  Independence  about 
1871.  During  a ministry  of  forty-eight 
years  Dr.  Stribling  never  turned  aside  to  any 
other  ))ursiiit  or  calling  for  support,  but  de- 
voted liis  entire  life  to  his  one  great  work. 
This  work,  however,  was  not  Testricted  to  the 
narrow  circle  of  pastoral  duties,  i)ut  took  in 
the  wide  held  of  denominational  endeavor 
and  extended  to  all  lines  of  Christian  useful- 
ness. He  was  a regular  attendant  on  all  the 
associational  and  general  meetings  of  the 
church  and  was  especially  active  in  behalf  of 
the  educational  interests  of  the  localities 
where  he  labored.  He  was  for  four  years 
Moderator  of  the  Sunday-school  and  Col- 
portage  Convention,  and  very  often  Vice- 
President  of  the  State  Convention  and  Pres- 
ident of  the  Ministers’  Conference. 

Dr.  Stribling  was  regarded  as  an  able  and 
eloquent  preacher,  an  active  and  effective 
worker  in  whatever  he  undertook,  and  a man 
who  by  his  piety,  his  honest,  gentle  ways, 
endeared  himself  to  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact.  One  noticeable  thino-  about  his 
conduct  was  his  uniformly  genial  manner  and 
liis  disposition  to  spread  liappiness  wherever 
he  went.  His  life,  taken  in  all  its  beariners, 
was  a sermon  more  radiant  with  beauty  than 
any  lie  ever  preached,  eloquent  as  he  grew  at 
times  in  the  pulpit,  for  it  was  the  perfection 
in  practice  of  those  virtues  and  graces  which 
form  the  llower  of  Christianity  ami  command  ! 
for  it  respect  even  among  those  who  dei'y 
the  teachings  tif  the  Bible.  Alter  a life  so 
spent,  and,  as  one  may  say,  fully  rounded  out 
in  Christian  grace  and  usefulness.  Dr.  Strib- 
ling died  on  the  12th  of  August,  1S92.  while 
on  a visit  to  Knreka  Spi'ings.  Arkansas, 


whither  he  had  gone  for  the  benelit  of  his 
health.  His  remains  were  bronght  to  his 
home  at  lloe.kilale,  where  they  were  laid  to 
rest.  His  loss  was  deejily  mourned  by  the 
people  of  this  place,  who  testified  to  the 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  in  this  com- 
munity by  a large  attendance  at  his  funeral 
and  by  numerous  expressions  of  condolence 
with  his  bereaved  family.  The  local  orders 
with  which  he  had  been  connected  passed  ap- 
propriate resolutions. 

Dr.  Stribling,  as  has  been  stated,  was 
twice  married.  He  had  six  children  by  his 
first  marriage  who  reached  maturity,  there 
being  none  of  the  second  union.  These  in 
in  the  order  of  their  ao-es  are:  Mrs.  Kate 

O 

Gentry,  wife  of  W.  A.  Gentry,  of  Rockdale; 
Airs.  Ruth  Witcher,  wife  of  Hugh  L. Witcher, 
of  the  same  place;  James  H.,  who  died  Jan- 
uary 15,  1891;  Cleveland,  of  Rockdale;  Airs. 
Fannie  Alorrison,  wife  of  AV.  A.  Alorrison,  of 
Anson,  Jones  county,  this  State;  and  Cor- 
nelius K.,  of  Rockdale. 

Rev.  Dr.  F.  AI.  Law',  w'ho  had  known  Dr. 
Stribling  for  more  than  thirty  years,  said  of 
of  him  not  long  before  his  death:  “ In  the 

o 

earlier  years  of  his  ministry  his  preaching 
was  full  of  unction  and  pathos.  AVhen  I 
came  to  Texas  in  1859,  there  was  no  more 
popular  preacher  in  the  State.  Universal 
confidence  in  his  piety  and  purity  of  life  gave 
special  emphasis  to  his  preaching.” 

Rev.  Dr.  Rufus  C.  Burleson,  wdio  had 
known  Dr.  Stribling  an  even  greater  length 
of  time,  and  who  preached  a sermon  of  ex- 
ceptional strength  and  pathos  on  the  death 
of  his  old  fi'iend,  said;  “ What  man  or  angel 
can  estimate  the  value  of  the  life  of  such  a 
man  spent  in  the  formative  era  of  an  empire 
State  like  Texas.  AVhen  he  began  to  preach 
in  1814,  there  were  only  about  1,000  Bap- 
ti  ts  in  Te.xas;  when  he  clost'd  his  glorious 
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career,  August  12,  18!)2,  lie  left  a gi-aiul 
army  of  218,000  Baptists,  all  thoroughly  or- 
ganized for  efl'eetive  work  in  missions,  Sun- 
day-schools, colportage,  Cliristian  education, 
homes  for  orphans  and  our  aged  preachers. 
Xo  man  living  or  dead  did  more  to  attain 
this  glorious  increase  than  did  Brother  Strih- 


ling. 


M.  VANDIVEIIK,  a farmer  of  Jones 
prairie,  Milam  county,  was  born  in 
^ Calhoun  county,  Geoi-gia,  March  31> 
1847,  and  is  a soti  of  Imorene  E.Van- 
divere,  who  was  horn  in  South  Carolina  in 
1816.  Imorene  E.  Vandivere  was  a son  of 
Matthew  Vandivere,  who  was  born  in  South 
Carolina  in  1785.  Matthew  Vandivere  mar- 
ried a Miss  Nelms  of  South  Carolina,  who 
bore  him  six  children,  four  sons,  Alplionzo, 
Almorene,  Alford  and  Albert,  and  two  daugh- 
ters,  Artimesia,  who  was  married  to  Joseph 
Williams,  and  Desdemona,  who  was  married 
to  Blair  Echols.  The  elder  Vandivere  was  a 
Baptist  minister,  as  were  also  two  of  his  sons, 
Almorene  and  Albert,  and  devoted  most  of  his 
life  to  the  service  of  his  church,  havino'  also 
served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  moved  early 
in  this  century  to  Georgia,  where  he  labored 
till  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1857.  Al- 
morene E.  Vandivere  was  reared  in  Georgia 
and  received  his  education  in  the  select  schools 
of  that  State,  enjoying  the  privilege  of  a three 
years’  course  at  Mercer  University,  then  lo- 
cated at  old  Benfield  and  the  chief  educational 
institution  of  the  State.  He  became  conver- 
ted and  joined  the  church  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  ond  three  yeai’s  later  entered  the  min- 
istry. In  1838  he  married  Sarah  Me  Dow  of 
Cass  county,  Georgia,  and  in  1855  moved  to 
Alabama,  where  he  joined  the  Alabama  Asso- 


ciation and  was  assigned  by  the  Missionary 
Board  of  that  association  as  missionary  to  the 
(h'eek  Indians.  He  continued  actively  en- 
gaged in  gospel  labors  in  the  Creek  territory 
until  the  opening  of  the  late  war,  when  he 
came  to  Te.xas.  Settling  his  family  at  Waco, 
he  entered  the  Confederate  service,  and  from 
1861  to  1865  was  variously  employed  in  the 
commissary  and  transportation  departments 


in  this  State, 


continuing 


Ills 


gospel 


labon 


among  the  soldiers,  to  whom  he  preached 
wdienever  and  wherever  occasion  offered. 
After  the  war  and  until  his  death  he  held 
regular  charges,  being  the  pastor  at  Hunts- 
ville, Walker  county,  and  at  Independence, 
AVashington  county,  and  at  Port  Sullivan, 
Cameron,  North  Elm,  Little  River  Church  and 
Rockdale,  Milam  county.  He  became  a resi- 
dent of  Milam  county  in  1868  and  remained 
a resident  of  this  county  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  ten  years  later.  He  was  a zealous 
minister  and  excellent  citizen,  and  many  of 
the  people  of  this  county,  especially  in  the 
vicinity  of  Little  Riv^er  Church,  where  he  was 
longest  stationed,  have  occasion  to  remember 
him  with  gratitude  for  his  faithful  services. 
He  was  buried  at  Little  River  Church,  which 
marked  the  field  of  his  most  earnest  labors. 
His  wife  died  in  1875  in  Milam  county,  and 
was  also  buried  at  Little  River  burying 
ground.  Their  children,  five  in  number,  are: 
Fannie,  the  wife  of  Rev.  W.  J.  Glazener  of 
this  county,  who  has  been  a minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church  thirty-eight  years;  Artimissia, 
who  was  married  to  Rev.  11.  F.  Buckner,  who 
was  a missionary  among  the  Creek  Indians 
for  thirty-eight  years,  and  died  and  was  buried 
among  the  people;  Desdemona,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  was  buried  in 
Clark  county,  Arkansas,  in  I860;  Alcidamons 
M.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  Alford  B. 
R.,  who  lives  in  the  Indian  Territory. 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


A.  1\I.  Vuiulivore  was  iTarecl  mainly  in 
Alalaiina.  Accompany i iin  liis  p:ironts  to 
Texas  in  TSOl,  lie  entered  the  Confederate 
service  here  two  years  later,  eidisting  in  May, 
1803,  in  the  Fourth  Arizona  Cavalry  for 
frontier  service  in  Texas,  lie  served  on  the 
border  from  that  date  till  the  close  of  hostil- 
ities. For  thi'ee  years  after  the  war  he  was 
variously  engaged,  attending  school  [)art  of 
the  time  at  Faylor  Univei-?ity,  thyn  at  Inde- 
pendence. lie  came  with  his  parents  to  Mi- 
lam county  in  1808,  and  settled  on  a farm 
near  Maysfield,  where  he  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  first  with  his  fathei’,  and  later 
alone,  and  there  he  has  since  resided.  In  1808 
Mr.  Vandivere  was  united  in  marriacre  to 
Miss  Annie  McKinney,  a daughter  of  Jasper 
McKinney,  one  of  Milam  county’s  old  citizens, 
and  a sister  of  Hon.  J.  M.  McKinne}’,  a sketch 
of  whom  appears  elsewhei'e  in  this  work.  To 
this  union  one  child  has  been  born:  llulah, 
now  the  wife  of  I.  R.  Glenn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vandivere  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  having  held  a member- 
shid  in  the  Little  River  Baptist  Church  about 
twenty-two  years.  He  is  also  a Mason,  as 
was  his  father,  both  beincr  active,  zealous 
members,  belonging  to  Little  River  Lodge 
No.  397.  Mr.  Vandivere  is  a Democrat,  as 
was  his  father  before  him,  stanch  in  the 
support  of  the  principles  of  the  party  and 
loyal  to  its  nominees. 


E*  M.  SCARBROUGH,  senior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Scarbrough  6c  Hicks, 

1 merchants  of  Rockdale  and  Austin, 

was  born  in  Calhoun  county,  Alabama,  May 
19,  1840.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
county  to  the  age  of  seventeen,  when,  in 
June,  1864,  he  entered  the  ('onfederate  army. 


enlisting  in  Company  A,  Fifty-first  Alabama 
Cavalry,  with  which  he  served  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war.  hrom  1805  to  1807  he 
resided  in  Alabama,  engaged  in  farming  and 
other  pursuits.  He  then  came  to  Texas,  and 
stopj)ing  at  Bryant’s  Station,  Milam  county, 
clerked  for  th.e  firm  of  Hale  6c  Evans,  mer- 
chants of  that  place,  until  1870.  At  that 
date  Hale  6c  Evans  moved  to  llearne,  Mr. 
Scarbi’ough  accompanying  them  and  remain- 
ing in  their  employ  for  about  four  years. 
With  the  arrival  of  the  International  A Great 
Northern  Railway  at  Rockdale,  in  February, 
1874,  the  firm  of  Hale  6c  Co.  which  had  been 
formed  a few  months  previous, opened  a store 
in  Rockdale,  Mr.  Scarbrough  taking  an  in- 
terest  in  the  business  and  becoming  the  silent 
partner  of  the  firm.  The  partnership  lasted 
until  the  death  of  General  Hale,  in  1882, 
when,  his  estate  having  been  wound  up,  the 
firm  of  Scarbrough  & Hicks  was  formed,  Mr. 
R.  II.  Ilicks,  who  had  been  with  Hale  & Co. 
for  some  years  as  book-keeper,  becoming  a 
partner  in  interest.  Mr.  Scarbrough  gave 
his  attention  actively  to  the  business  with 
which  he  was  connected  at  Rockdale  until 
1889,  when,  for  reasons  other  than  of  a busi- 
ness nature, he  moved  to  Austin.  For  about 
four  years  he  lived  somewhat  in  retirement, 
but  in  February,  1893,  opened  a dry  goods 
and  men’s  furnishing  house  in  Austin,  to 
which  he  is  now  devoting  his  time  and  atten- 
tion. The  houses  of  Scarbrough  & Ilicks  at 
Austin  and  Rockdale,  are  two  of  the  strong- 
est mercantile  establishments  in  central 
Texas,  and  stand,  each  in  its  respective  place, 
at  the  head  of  the  business  interests  of  those 
cities. 

November  7,  1877,  Mr.  Scarbrough  mai‘- 
ried  Miss  Ada  R.  Ledbetter,  a daughter  of 
Isaac  and  Julia  Ledbetter,  who  moved  to 
[ Texas  in  1853,  settling  in  Milam  county. 
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J\Irs.  Scarbrough  was  bom  in  this  county, 
July  1,  1857,  and  was  here  loared.  On  tlie 
deatli  of  hei’  mother  in  1804,  she,  with  her 
twin  sister,  Ida,  now  J\lrs.  Dr.  E.  J.  Powell, 
of  Maysfield,  Milam  county,  was  given  to  an 
older  sister,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Wilson,  by  whom 
both  were  reared,  receiving  every  advantage 
that  Mrs.  Wilson’s  ample  means  and  social 
position  could  obtain  for  them.  After  her 
marriage  Mrs.  Scarbrough  entered  at  once, 
with  all  the  ardor  and  devotion  of  an  intelli- 
gent and  affectionate  nature,  into  the  plans 
’and  purposes  of  her  husband,  and  for  four- 
teen and  a half  years  she  bore  him  a faithful 
companionship.  She  died  May  24,  1892. 
The  cause  of  her  death  was  an  hereditary 
trouble  developed  by  an  attack  of  la  grippe 
during  the  winter  of  1890-’91.  This  attack 
left  her  with  a cough,  which,  even  under  the 
best  medical  treatment  and  most  skillfid  nurs- 
ing, refused  to  be  cured.  Knowing  of  the 
hereditary  Inng  trouble  in  the  family,  steps 
were  early  taken  to  prevent  the  cough  from 
running  into  an  attack  on  the  seat  of  vital- 
ity, two  special  examinations  by  the  family 
physician  and  one  by  two  of  the  most  emi- 
nent physicians  of  the  State  being  made,  and 
otlier  measures,  including  a trip  north  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1891,  being  taken  for  her 
relief.  But  all  efforts  failed,  and  after  a 
lingering  illness  covering  several  months, 
during  which  time  she  had  every  attention 
demanded  by  her  condition,  being  attended 
constantly  by  the  best  physicians,  by  her 
family  and  numerous  lady  friends  of  Austin 
and  Kockdale,  she  passed  away.  She  left  five 
children.  The  four  eldest  were  born  in  Rock- 
dale: Emerson  M.,  September  3,  1878;  Julia 
McRay,  October  25,  1879;  Ada  Pearl, 
February  17,  1881;  John  W.,  October  20, 
1885;  the  youngest,  Lemuel,  was  born  in 
Austin,  September  18,  1889. 


i Wherever  he  has  resided  Mr.  Scarbrough 
I has  alway  been  identified  with  the  best  in- 
j terest  around  hiin.  lie  was  a member  of  the 
j Board  of  Aldermen  of  Rockdale,  Mayor  of 
! the  town.  Chairman  of  the  School  Board,  and 
active  and  liberal  in  his  efforts  in  behalf  of 
tlie  public  good. 

Having  met  with  more  than  the  average 
measure  of  success,  he  appreciates  and  rates 
at  their  true  value  his  accumulations,  and 
wisely  uses  them  for  his  own  and  the  good  of 
others.  He  has  given  financial  aid  to  a nuni- 

O 

her  of  young  men  of  his  acquaintance,  en- 
abling them  to  make  successful  starts  in  busi- 
ness,  and  has  in  other  instances  lent  aid  to 
young  men  in  securing  educational  advant- 
ages. He  has  thus  created  enduring  friend- 
ships among  jmung  men  of  his  acquaintance 
and  opened  the  way  to  a number  of  success- 
ful and  honorable  careers. 


T'  J.  GASSAWAY,  of  Jones  Prairie, 
Milam  county,  was  born  in  Talbot 
county,  Georgia,  in  1829,  and  when 
' eight  years  of  age  his  parents  removed 
to  Harris  county,  that  State,  where  he  re- 
sided until  nearly  grown.  He  was  a farmer’s 
boy  and  secured  only  such  education  as  was 
afibrded  by  the  common  country  schools. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  (1849)  he  went  to  Louis- 
iana, locating  in  what  was  then  Claiborne, 
now  Webster  parish,  where  he  commenced 
life  for  himself  as  an  overseer,  whicli  occu- 
pation he  followed  for  fouryears.  By  economy 
and  industry  he  was,  enabled  to  lay  up  a small 
sum  of  money  with  which  he  embarked  in 
farming,  following  the  same  peacefully  until 
the  troublous  times  of  1861.  Tlie  second 
year  of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Minden 
Rangers,  which  was  a company  raised  in 
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Claiborne  parish,  and  com inanded  by  Cap- 
tain “Fed’’  Wimberly.  This  command  was 
placed  on  detacbed  service,  doing  body  guard 
and  escort  duty  and  hunting  up  deserters. 
On  the  e.\])cditions  undertaken  by  this  com- 
mand plenty  of  short,  hot  engagements  at 
close  band  w'ere  the  order  of  the  day  for  many 
consecutive  days  in  the  enemy’s  vicinity.  It 
was  lucky  enough  to  escape  with  the  loss  of 
only  one  man  daring  the  entii-e  expeditions, 
that  being  at  luka,  Mississippi,  when  the 
I’egiment  was  cut  off  and  attacked  singly. 
Their  surrender  occurred  at  the  close  of  the 
war  at  Gainesville,  Alabama.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  Mr.  Gassaway  returned  home 
and  engaged  again  in  agriculture.  Desiring 
a more  open  country  for  his  operations,  he 
came  to  Texas  in  1874,  settling  in  Milam 
county,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

Mr.  Gassaway  is  a son  of  James  Gassaway, 
who  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1782,  where  he 
became  a large  and  successful  farmer  and  at 
death  left  a good  estate.  He  was  an  indus- 
trious, moral,  good  man  and  made  a lasting 
and  favorable  impression  on  his  descendants. 
He  married  Eliza,  a daughter  of  David  Lock- 
ett, of  Georgia,  whose  wife  was  Mary  Worn- 
mack.  Mrs.  Gassaway  was  one  of  nine  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Abner,  James,  Kittie,  Sallie, 
Tyra,  Ellington,  Eliza,  (mother  of  our  sub- 
ject), Mary  and  Martha.  The  children  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gassaway  were  as  follows: 
David,  who  married  Miss  Rebecca  Eaves, 
daughter  of  L.  P.  Eaves;  John;  Abner; 
Nancy  Ann,  who  was  married  to  Freeman 
Rozier;  and  T.  J.,  our  subject.  James  Gass- 
away died  in  1843,  and  his  wife  in  1855. 

T.  J.  Gassaway  married  Susan  Fuller, 
who  was  born  in  Georgia,  a daughter  of  Elder 
James  Fuller,  then  a I'csident  of  Claiborne, 
now  Wel)ster  pai'ish,  Louisiana.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gassaway  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 


lowing childiam:  James;  Afary,  wife  of  W. 
H.  Smith,  of  Limestotie  county,  an  1 .John. 
Mrs.  Gassaway  die  1 in  ISS-o,  and  two  years 
later  Mr.  Gassaway  married  Mrs.  S.  A.  Pond, 
the  widow  of  William  A.  Pond,  who  was  born 
in  Alabama  and  came  to  Texas  in  18.o8.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Hovvell.  l>y  her  first  mai'- 
riage  Mrs.  Gassaway  became  the  mother  of 
these  children:  Rosy,  wife  of  Henry  C. 
White;  Lucy,  wife  of  Samuel  Smith;  George; 
Emma,  who  married  W.  J.  Myrick;  Tenn- 
essee, wife  of  Samuel  McCrarj',  of  Robertson 
county;  Mimde,  wife  of  C.  C.  Cargill,  of 
Jones  prairie,  and  Monie.  The  family  have 
a tine  farm  of  3G0  acres,  140  acres  of  which 
are  in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  In  1891 
thirty-six  bales  of  cotton  were  produced  and 
in  1892  the  same  amount.  Stock  is  raised 
on  this  farm  for  home  use  only.  The  Bap- 
tist Church  is  the  denomination  with  wliich 
the  family  are  connected  and  in  which  they 
are  efficient  and  prominent  members. 


y/ 


ENRY  C.  WHITE,  a prominent  farm- 
^^1  er  of  Jones  prairie,  was  born  in  Leon 
county,  Texas,  in  1846.  He  is  a son 
of  Joseph  White,  a large  planter  of 
Milam,  and  one  of  her  most  substantial  pion- 
eers. Joseph  White  was  born  in  Perry 
county,  Tennessee,  in  1824.  His  father, 
Robert  White,  is  quite  fully  mentioned  in 
the  sketch  of  Calvin  C.  White  in  this  volume, 
and  he  married  a Miss  Coburn,  and  twelve 
children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows: 
i Grilfy,  deceased;  Nancy,  who  married  John 
I Garrett;  Hedley,  deceased;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
' ried  Jacob  Stigall;  Henry,  now  living  in  San 
j Saba  county,  Texas;  Hester,  deceased,  mar- 
I ie<l  John  McxAdams;  Elijah,  deceased ; Jos- 
I eph;  Siletha,  deceased,  married  Jackson 
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Jones;  Mai-^,  deceased,  married  ,1.  K. Jones; 
Sanders,  a resident  of  J.eon  county;  and  an 
infant  wlio  died. 

The  father  of  oiir  subject,  Josepli  Wliite, 
is  notan  educated  man,  in  fact  he  grew  up 
when  sdiool Jiouses  were  considered  some- 
what of  a novelty  in  Texas,  and  when  priv- 
ate teachers  wei’e  partakers  of  the  hospitality 
of  those  oidy  who  could  afford  luxuries.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  ]\[r.  White  married,  and 
undertook  the  battle  of  life  with  a few  head 
of  horses  and  cattle  as  his  oidy  capital.  In 
1844  he  settled  where  he  now  lives,  on  Jones 
])rairie,  making  a hundred  acre  purchase, 
lie  has  re-invested  some  of  his  profits  in  real 
estate,  owning  now  720  acres  and  cultivating 
800  acres  of  it.  He  produces  a large  amount 
of  cotton  annually,  enough  to  warrant  his 
owning  and  operating  a gin,  with  which  he 
does  work  for  the  public  also. 

Mr.  White  was  very  extensively  engaged 
in  the  stock  business  both  before  and  after 
the  war,  closing  out  about  1868.  Outof  this 
he  made  his  greatest  profit.  When  he  en- 
tered the  army  his  large  herd  of  cattle  was 
left  without  a protector  and  to  shift  for 
itself,  and  as  a consequence  many  were  lost, 
the  year  1808  being  especially  disastrous  be- 
cause of  the  severe  drouth,  his  loss  beino- 
1,000  head.  The  Brazos  and  Little  rivers 
were  the  only  streams  furnishing  water,  and 
the  cattle  were  worried  out  going  the  long 
distance  to  and  from  it. 

In  1862  Joseph  White  went  into  the  Con- 
federate army,  entering  Alfred  Johnson’s  spy 
company,  which  was  captured  at  Arkansas 
Post,  at  which  time,  luckily  for  him,  Mr. 
White  was  absent,  beiim  at  home  on  a fur- 
lough.  Upon  his  return  to  service  he  joined 
Colonel  Duff’s  regiment,  which  operated  in 
the  Indian  Nation  and  the  Tians-Mississippi 
Dej)artment  generally.  The  only  fight  in 


which  he  j)articipated  was  one  in  Ai'kansas 
while  he  was  connected  with  the  spy  com- 
pany. 

In  1841  Mr.  White  was  manied  to  Miss 
Sarah,  the  daimhter  of  William  Comstock,  of 
Louisiana,  atid  of  this  union  were  born  the 
following  children;  Henry  C.,  our  subject; 
Albert;  William;  Hubert;  Elijah,  deceased; 
James;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Hoberts; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Dreil  JMassengale;  Adlee, 
the  wife  of  Thomas  Estes;  and  Sallie. 

Henry  C.  AVhite  was  only  partially  edu- 
cated, the  common  school  system  being  yet 
in  its  infancy.  Until  the  age  of  eighteen  he 
might  have  been  seen  the  most  of  his  time 
armed  with  a whip  and  spur  astride  of  a 
Texas  jiony.  At  this  age  he  entered  the 
army,  under  Captain  Wayman  and  Colonel 
Duff,  and  his  service  was  on  the  Rio  Grande 
until  the  fall  of  1864  and  the  spring  of  1865, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  eastward  as 
far  as  Missouri.  One  little  eno-aiiement  at 
Cabin  creek,  was  all  of  the  real  glory  our  sub- 
ject obtained  out  of  his  service.  The  com- 
mand \vas  disbanded  at,  or  near.  Port  Sulli- 
van in  Milam  county.  Since  the  war  Mr. 
White  has  devoted  his  time  to  agriculture. 
He  purchased  a 200-acre  tract  and  upon  this 
he  now  resides,  and  170  acres  of  this  he  has 
under  cultivation,  getting,  in  1801,  sixty- 
four  bales  of  cotton  and  an  increase  of  six- 
teen bales  in  1892. 

In  1871  Mr.  AYhite  married  Miss  Hhoda, 
the  dauerhter  of  Rev.  Mr.  McHorse,  of  Will- 
iamson  county.  There  are  no  living  chil- 
dren of  this  union,  and  Mrs.  AVhite  died  in 
1873.  One  year  later  Mr.  AV’^hite  married 
Aliss  Harriet  Ann  Stockman,  of  Alabama,  and 
no  children  of  this  union  yet  survive,  and  in 
1876  uur  subject  again  mourned  the  loss  of  a 
compaihu)!!.  His  third  and  last  marriage 
uccuried  in  1878,  to  Miss  Ro&y,  a daughter 
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of  William  A.  Pond,  whose  widow  is  now 
Mrs.  T.  J.  Gassaway.  Mr.  atid  Mrs.  White’s 
cliildren  are:  William  A.,  deceased;  Anna; 
Sallio;  Joseph;  Ora,  deceased;  Rol)ert;  Rosy; 
and  Henry.  Mrs.  White  is  connected  with 
the  Baptist  Ohni-ch. 


J'lLLIAM  E.  BOUCIIELLE,  a farmer 
of  Will  iamson  county,  Te.xas,  was 
-1  born  in  North  Carolina,  February  3, 
1832.  Ilis  father.  Dr.  Tlionias  S.  Bonchelle, 
also  born  in  that  State  on  June  25,  1802,  was 
a physician  by  profession,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  Marengo  comity,  Alabama.  He 
was  a son  of  Dr.  Thomas  Bonchelle,  a native 
of  Maryland,  whose  father  was  a surgeon  in 
Washington’s  army  during  the  Revolutionaiy 
war.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  nee  Clar- 
inda  J.  E.  Finlay,  was  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  was  a daughter  of  Major  John 
Finlay,  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  S.  Bonchelle  had  seven  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  came  to  Te.xas,  one  of 
these  (John  M.)  being  now  engaged  in  farm- 
ing near  Killeen,  Bell  county. 

William  E.  Bonchelle,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  lived  with  his  widowed  mother  until 
nineteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  clerked 
in  a store  in  Boone  county,  JMissouri,  si.\ 
months.  In  November,  1851,  he  arrived  in 
Te.xas,  coming  by  water  to  Houston,  and  by 
stage  to  Bastrop,  where  he  followed  carpen- 
tering two  yeai's.  He  ne.vt  followed  the  same 
occupation  in  Austin  until  185-1,  in  which 
year  he  came  to  Georgetown  and  bought 
land.  In  the  same  year  he  returned  to  Aus- 
tin, and  in  1855  came  again  to  Williamson 
county,  where  he  began  improving  his  farm 
on  Berry’s  creek,  but  shortly  afterward  sold 
that  place,  ami  in  1859  purchased  and  moved 
to  his  present  farm. 


On  the  outl)reak  of  tlie  wai-,  in  1801,  lie 
was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist  in  a coinjiany  to 
take  tlie  forts  of  the  frontier,  entering  the 
army  for  three  montlis,  and  was  elected  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant.  He  afterwai'd  resiirned  his 

O 

position  and  returned  home,  wliere  he  assisted 
in  raising  a company  for  tlie  Confederate 
regular  army,  of  which  he  was  elected  Sec- 
ond Lieutenant,  and  which  was  orilered  to 
Wacotoa-camp  of  instruction.  This  com- 
j)any  afterward  became  a member  of  a cav- 
alry regiment  raised  by  Colonel  William  II. 
Parsons,  which  was  the  first  mustered  into 
State  service  and  was  subject  to  the  Gov- 
ernor’s orders,  and  which,  after  much  drill- 
ing, was  ordered  to  Sim’s  Bayou  to  guard  the 
railroad  below  Houston.  In  the  spring  of 
1862  it  was  mustered  into  the  Confederate 
service  for  twelve  months,  as  the  Twelfth 
Te.xas  Cavalry,  and  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  where  it  reported 
to  General  Holmes,  who  had  orders  to  reduce 
the  numbers  of  the  overflowing  cavalry  com- 
panies, reorganize  and  muster  in  for  the  end 
of  the  war,  and  to  encourage  the  enlistment 
of  infantry.  Mr.  Bonchelle,  with  some  other 
officers  and  privates,  after  seeing  that  the 
companies  were  full,  took  advantage  of  the 
situation  to  come  home  to  look  after  the  wel- 
fare of  their  families  and  help  to  raise  more 
troops  for  the  end  of  the  war.  He  enlisted 
again  as  private  in  Company  C,  Seventh  Te.x- 
as Cavalry,  Sibley’s  brigade,  afterward  better 
known  as  Green’s  brigade,  and,  being  ordered 
to  Houston,  was  present  at  the  retaking  <»f 
Galveston,  when  the  steamer  Harriet  Lane 
was  captured.  Oixlcred  thence  to  Louisiana, 
he  took  part  in  nearly  all  the  battles  and 
skirmishes  in  which  this  regiment  was  en- 
gaged in  that  State.  He  was  in  the  battles 
of  Mansfield,  or  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  and 
Pleasant  Hill,  and  participated  in  all  of  that 
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iiot;il)le  Red  River  caiiipai” ti,  until  the  close 
of  tlie  (Tieiit  striUTirle.  In  this  enoaoenient 
he  served  his  company  as  Orderly  Sergeant, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  he  was  As- 
sistant Regimental  Commissary  Sergeant. 

]\Ir.  Ronchelle  drafted  the  constitnti(3n  and 
by-laws  of  the  ex-Confederate  Association  of 
AVilliamson  comity,  and  has  great  respect  for 
honest,  patriotic  soldiers,  whether  they  wore 
the  bine  or  the  gray. 

Mr.  Ronchelle  takes  an  active  interest  in 
the  Democratic  party,  and  has  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  three  years,  and  that 
of  Comity  Commissioner  two  years. 

He  has  been  thrice  married;  first,  to  Mary 
Will  iams,  a daughter  of  John  Williams,  who 
came  to  Williamson  county,  Texas,  in  IS-iS. 
She  died  in  18G5,  before  Mr.  Ronchelle  re- 
turned from  the  surrender.  In  the  same 
year  he  married  Rethany  £.  Diiley,  who  died 
in  18G7.  April  12,  1870,  he  was  united 
in  marrlacre  to  Margaret  Mastin,  a native  of 
North  Carolina.  Mr.  Ronchelle  has  two 
adopted  children,  aged  respectively  nine  and 
eleven  years. 

Socially,  he  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  religiously  both  he  and  his 
w’ife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


dE.  LONGMOOR,  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Rank  of  Rockdale,  Milam 
comity,  was  born  in  Kenton  county, 
Kentucky,  J an  nary  14,  1854.  lie  was  reared 
in  his  native  State  and  West  Virginia,  in  the 
schools  of  which  he  received  his  early  edu- 
cation, finishing  in  the  Virginia  Military  In- 
stitute at  Lexington,  Virginia.  In  1874  he 
came  to  Texas,  and  the  year  follnwing  located 
at  Rockdale,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
For  eighteen  years  he  has  been  cunnected  I 


with  the  banking  intcre.^ts  of  this  place,  lie 
began  his  career  as  a banker  liere  in  the 
usual  way,  taking  the  position  of  bookkeeper 
in  the  private  banking  house  of  Tracy  A 
Rrother,  and  holding  such  preferment  until 
that  house  went  out  of  existence.  Then  for 
six  years  he  was  bookkeeper  and  for  eight 
years  manager  of  the  Rockdale  bank,  when, 
in  January,  1890,  in  comjiany  with  a number 
of  the  business  men  of  Rockdale,  he  organ- 
ized the  First  National  Rank  of  this  place,  of 
which  he  became  cashier,  and  has  since  held 
this  position.  The  First  National  is  the  only 
liank  that  Rockdale  now  has,  the  Rockdale 
bank,  the  pioneer  institution  of  the  town, 
having  gone  into  voluntary  liijuidation  on 
January  1,  1892.  For  some  time  before  the 
movement  that  resulted  in  the  organization 
of  a new  bank  here  took  any  definite  form 
there  had  been  noted  among  the  merchants 
and  business  men  of  the  community  a grow- 
ing demand  for  better  banking  facilities,  and 
the  present  bank  was  the  practical  response 
of  a tew  of  the  more  enterprising  men  of  the 
place  to  this  demand.  The  bank  was  organ- 
ized with  a paid-up  capital  of  875,000.  This 
was  subscribed  for  in  varying  amounts  by  the 
principal  mercantile  firms  of  the  town,  and 
the  bank  started  off  propitiously.  Its  pro- 
gress since  has  been  all  that  was  anticipated. 
Its  average  deposits  have  risen  from  nothing 
to  $100,000  annually,  reaching  as  high  as 
$125,000  during  the  cotton  season.  It  has 
declared  a dividend  of  five  per  cent,  semi- 
annually, and  it  numbers  among  its  patrons 
all  of  the  business  men  of  Rockdale,  with  a 
fair  shai'c  of  the  larger  farmers  and  stockmen 
in  the  western  and  southern  j)art  of  Milam 
j county.  Its  facilities  and  erjuipments  are 
ample,  and  it  enjoys,  to  the  fullest  extent, 
the  confidence  of  all  classes  of  citizens.  For 
1 this  condition  of  things  it  is  indebted  in  a 
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lai’ice  measure  to  Mr.  Loiicxmoor,  who  has 
given  to  its  aifairs  his  unreserved  attention 
since  it  first  opened  its  doors  for  business. 
Mr.  Lougmoor’s  experience  has  been  such  as 
to  tpialify  him  in  an  eminent  degree  lor  tlie 
successful  discharge  of  his  duties  in  tliis  po- 
sition, while  his  reputation  as  a man  is  be- 
yond reproach.  He  is  well  known  to  many 
of  Texas’  leading  bankers  and  monied  men, 
among  whom  his  standing  is  of  the  first 
rank.  lie  assisted  in  organizing  the  Texas 
State  Bankers’  Association  in  August,  1885, 
and  was  elected  Secretary  in  1892  and  re- 
elected in  1893.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  banking  and  monetary 
affairs  of  the  State,  and  he  read  before  the 
Bankers’  Association  at  Waco  in  1892  an 
essay  on  the  subject  of  country  banks  and 
cotton  buyers,  for  which  he  received  many 
flattering  encomiums,  both  for  the  soundness 
of  the  views  expressed  and  for  the  literary 
merits  of  his  paper. 

Mr.  Longmoor  has  manifested  an  equal 
interest  in  matters  of  concern  to  the  locality 
where  he  lives,  giving  such  aid  as  his  means 
would  allow,  and  lending  his  personal  efforts 
to  the  promotion  of  all  enterprises  calculated 
to  stimulate  the  industry  of  his  town  and 
county  and  further  its  general  welfare.  To 
say  that  he  is  a Kentuckian  is  equivalent  to 
saving  that  he  is,  at  least  to  some  extent, 
somewhat  of  a politician.  He  has  been  a 
delegate  to  the  usual  number  of  county  and 
district  conventions,  and  was  also  a delegate 
to  the  Democratic  State  convention  held  at 
Houston  in  August,  1892,  that  nominated 
Governor  Hogg  for  a second  term,  and  was 
an  active  and  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the 
Governor,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  State 
ticket  throughout  the  late  heated  campaign. 
He  has  served  as  a member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic committee  of  Milam  county,  and  was 


president  of  the  liockdale  Democratic  Club. 
He  is  the  treasurer  of  Bodge  No.  507, 
Knigl  its  of  Honor,  of  Rockdale,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  uniform  rank  of  the  same  order  in 
the  United  States  Comniandery  No.  1,  this 
being  the  first  chartered  oi'der  of  this  kind 
in  this  degree  in  the  United  States. 

December  20,  1877,  Mr.  Longmoor  mar- 
ried Miss  Bessie  Joynes,  daughter  of  Colonel 
J.  R.  Joynes,  then  residing  in  Rockdale,  but 
originally  from  Virginia,  in  which  State  Mrs. 
Longmoor  was  born  and  reared,  coming  of 
old  Virginia  ancestry.  An  account  of  her 
parentage  appears  in  the  sketch  of  Solon 
Joynes,  her  brother,  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Longmoor  have  had  born  to 
them  four  children:  Hugh  AV.,  J.  Earle, 
Stanley  A.  and  Grace. 

Mr.  Longmoor’s  parents  were  natives  of 
Kentucky,  the  father,  Hugh  F.  Longmoor, 
having  been  born  in  Boone  county,  that 
State,  in  1824,  and  the  mother  in  Mason 
county  in  1827.  They  were  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  their  native  State.  The  father  served 
in  the  Mexican  war  and  in  some  minor  expe- 
ditions against  the  Indians,  but  never  sojight 
any  high  military  or  civil  honors.  He  was 
trained  for  a banker  and  was  engaged  for 
some  years  in  early  life  in  banking,  but,  hav- 
ing a natural  taste  for  studies  in  physics  and 
chemistry,  he  turned  his  attention  while  yet 
a young  man  to  the  investigation  of  the 
natural  resources  of  his  native  State,  and  in 
time  became  an  oil  refiner  and  producer  of 
wide  repute.  This  was  before  these  products 
had  elicited  the  interest  of  scientific  investi- 
gators or  excited  the  cupidity  of  money- 
makers. The  processes  of  producing  and  re- 
fining and  the  methods  of  distribution  were 
yet  in  their  infancy.  Mr.  Longmoor  diil  a 
vast  deal  toward  developing  the  coal  fields  of 
Kentucky,  West  Virginia  and  Fennsyl vania. 
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He  had  a lame  circle  of  friends  and  business 
associates  in  these  three  States,  and  he  died 
greatly  lamented  by  these.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1878,  and  iiis  i-einains  were  luiried 
at  Covington,  Iventncky,  where  rest  those  of 
his  parents.  He  met  with  a reasonable  de- 
gree of  financial  success,  but  did  not  reap  the 
rewards  from  his  labors  which  he  might  have 
done  had  he  been  less  conscientious  and  more 
thrifty  (as  others  were)  in  using  his  oppor- 
tunities for  personal  ends.  He  was  a man  of 
chivalric  sense  of  honor,  great  integrity  and 
lofty  aspiration.  He  spent  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  amidst  conditions  that  tried  men’s 
principles. 

Elizabeth  (Slack)  Longmoor,  wife  of  Hugh 
P.  Longmoor,  and  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  was  a daughter  of  Colonel  Jacob 
A.  Slack,  of  Mason  county,  Kentucky,  a 
highly-respected  citizen,  and  in  his  day  a 
prominent  politician  of  his  State,  being  a 
stalwart  Jackson  Democrat.  He  served  in 
both  branches  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature. 
Mrs.  Longmoor  was  a lady  of  great  intelli- 
gence and  refinement  and  a devout  Christian, 
being  for  niany  years  a zealous  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  died  at 
Parkersburg,  West  Virginia,  in  1864. 

Both  the  Longmoors  and  the  Slacks  were 
among  the  first  settlers  of  Kentucky,  and  have 
long  been  among  the  most  substantial  and 
j)OtentiaI  citizens  of  that  great  commonwealth. 

A PLAIN  N.  H.  TRACY.--  While  there 
are  a few  incidents  of  a sensational  or 
even  novel  character  in  the  ordinary 
lives  of  professional  men,  there  are  yet  in 
every  successful  career  points  of  interest  and 
an  undercurrent  of  character  well  deserving 
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of  careful  thought.  However  much  lives  j 


may  resemble  one  another,  each  must  differ 
from  all  others,  and  preserve  an  identity 
tnily  its  own.  The  life-history  of  N.  II. 
Tracy  while  it  has  many  phases  in  common 
with  others  of  his  profession,  yet  discloses  an 
energy,  a perseverance,  an  integrity  and  per- 
sonal characteristics,  which  acting  together 
as  a motive  power  have  enabled  him  to  at- 
tain, and  maintain,  a standing  of  respect- 
ability and  an'  esteem  proi’essionally,  which 
are  essentially  and  distinctively  his  own. 

Captain  Tracy  is  a native  of  Georgia,  born 
in  what  was  then  Mui-ray,  now  Whitfield 
county,  April  3,  1842.  His  parents  were 
James  T.  and  Eliza  A.  Tracy,  the  former  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  latter  a na- 
tive of  Georgia.  The  mother’s  maiden  name 
was  Fulcher,  and  she  was  a dauo-hter  of  a re- 
spectable  and  well-to-do  plant'er  of  north 
Georgia.  The  parents  moved  to  Texas  in 
1856,  stopping  in  Titus  countv,  wliere,  how- 
ever, they  remained  only  a short  time,  leav- 
ing on  account  of  the  severe  drouth  of  that 
year  and  going  to  southwest  Missouri  where 
tliey  spent  the  winter,  and  in  the  following 
spring  moved  into  northwest  Arkansas,  set- 
tling on  the  horse  shoe  bend  of  the  north 
fork  of  White  river.  There  the  father  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  and  agricultural  pur- 
suits, which  he  followed  till  his  death  in 
1861.  He  died  in  middle  life,  being  in  his 
forty-fourth  year,  having  been  born  in  1817. 
The  mother  survived  him  till  1878,  dying  in 
the  fifty-sixth  year  of  her  age.  For  many 
years  she  was  a consistent  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.  The  father,  while  not  rich,  ac- 
cumulated some  property,  and  was  in  a fair 
way  to  become  the  posses.sor  of  considerable 
wealth  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Such  ad- 
vantages in  the  way  of  education  as  his  nuans 
would  allow  and  his  situation  with  respect  to 
i schools  afforded  ho  gave  to  his  childiam,  sup- 
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plemeiitiiig  these  with  gcjod  counsel  and  a per- 
sonal example  in  his  own  life  that  was  al- 
ways marked  for  patient  labor,  cheerfulness, 
purity  and  self-deinal. 

There  were  five  children  in  the  family  of 
which  the  subject  of  this  notice  was  a mem- 
ber. Harry  was  the  eldest.  lie  is  now  a 
resident  of  Dallas,  this  State,  a prominent 
Populist  leader,  and  a man  who  has  attained 
much  distinction  lately  as  a lecturer  on  the 
principles  of  the  Farmers’  Alliance.  Nat.  11. 
of  this  article  was  the  second.  Joseph  and 
AVilliam  were  two  that  died,  respectively  in 
youth  and  early  manhood,  the  former  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six.  Ollie,  the  only  daughter,  is  now 
the  wife  of  AVilliam  Grissau,  and  liv(;s  in 
Fulton  county,  Arkansas. 

Nat.  11.  Tracy,  with  whom  this  article  has 
mainly  to  do,  was  reared  till  he  was  sixteen 
years  old  in  Murray  county,  Georgia.  He 
received  a fair  common  school  education,  and 
while  yet  a lad,  was  placed  in  his  father’s 
store,  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
early  years.  In  1859  he  married  Miss  Mel- 
vina  Heri’on,  a native  of  Fulton  count}’,  Ar- 
kansas, and  daughter  of  Fielding  Herron; 
and  with  the  wifely  counsel  and  assistance  of 
this  lady  had  begun  to  accumulate  some  prop- 
erty, and  lay  his  plans  for  what  promised  to 
be  a successful  business  career  when  the  Civil 
war  came  on.  He  entered  the  Confederate 
army  in  April,  1801,  going  out  in  the  first 
company  raised  in  the  locality  where  he  lived, 
this  being  Captain  Pogue’s  company.  Four- 
teenth Arkansas  Infantry,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Mitchell.  Ills  initial  ennatremeut 

to 

was  the  first  battle  at  Flkhorn.  I’ollowincr 
this,  he  was  with  that  portion  of  the  Alis- 
souri  and  Arkansas  troops  transferred  to  the 
army  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  took  part  in 
the  enoimements  at  I'arm ino-ton,  luka  and 


Corinth,  and  in  the  subsequent  0{)erations  in 
that  vicinity  until  the  surrender  of  Port 
Hudson  in  J idy  1808.  lie  was  transferred 
to  Arkansas,  and  anain  in  that  State  he  ob- 
tained  authority  to  raise  a company  for  the 
purpose  of  driving  out  the  “Jay-hawkers” 
from  Kansas  and  Alissouri,  of  which  com- 
pany he  was  elected  Captain  and  at  its  head 
entered  Fristo’s  regiment.  AVith  it  he  took 
part  in  the  battles  at  Hartsville,  Alder  Creek 
Missouri,  and  at  vAngusta,  Jackson  Port  and 
Aliller’s  Church,  Arkansas,  besides  numerous 
skirmishes  and  smaller  expeditions  where  the 
service  was  hard,  but  the  casualties  light. 

AVhen  the  war  was  over  Captain  Tracy  re- 
turned home  to  find,  as  he  had  anticipated, 
that  all  his  property  had  been  swept  away. 
He  had  but  two  horses  left,  twenty-five  cents 
in  money,  the  meat  of  less  than  two  hogs,  and 
corn  to  feed  his  horses  and  make  bread  for 
about  three  months.  Four  negroes,  whom 
he  had  raised,  remained  on  his  place,  and 
these  promised  to  stay  with  him.  AVith  this 
stock  in  trade  he  begran  the  arduous  labors  of 
“recmstruction”  on  his  own  plantation.  At 
a council  of  war  held  by  himself  and  wife  it 
was  decided,  as  he  relates,  to  meet  the  enemy 
with  the  arms  and  stores  then  at  hand  with- 
out asking  or  accepting  aid,  either  as  a gratu- 
ity or  as  a loan,  and  with  this  excellent  reso- 
lution, the  good  wife  went  to  work  picking 
out  cotton  to  make  thread  while  the  husband 

• U.' 

took  to  the  field  with  the  negroes  to  prepare 
the  soil  for  the  crop.  Captain  Tracy  says 
now. rather  jocularly, but  with  an  evident  feel- 
ing of  earnestness,  that  those  were  trying 
times.  The  first  week  passed  off  monotonous- 
ly. even  gloomily  enough,  but  sunshine  was 
brouirht  into  the  household  on  the  lirst  Sun- 
day moruino'  liy  his  brinnino-  in  two  larne 
deer,  which  he  had  shot  in  the  woods  near  by. 

I The  rejoicing  o\ei’  this  event,  liowever,  was 
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hronirlit  to  a sudden  close  wlien  tlie  fact  was 
mentioned  that  there  was  no  salt  in  the  house, 
and  none  jn'ocurahle,  to  save  the  meat  with. 
Another  counsel  of  war  was  held  which  re- 
sulted in  directing  attention  to  the  dirt  floor 
of'the  old  smoke  house,  which  it  was  believed 
contained  more  or  less  saline  matter  mixed 
with  mother  earth.  The  dirt  was  dug  up  for 
several  inches,  leeched,  the  lye  boiled,  with 
the  result,  when  the  various  processes  were 
gone  through  with, of  producinga  half  bushel 
of  good  salt,  the  color  of  light  brown  sugar. 
This  saved  the  deer  meat,  and  besides  that 
furnished  “seasoning”  for  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  The  cotton  crop  was  pnt  in  and 
made  a good  yield.  By  ginning  time  Cap- 
tain Tracy  had  sold  enough  peltry  to  buy 
bagging  and  ties,  and  when  the  crop  was 
picked  it  was  put  on  the  market  without  de- 
lay. It  brought  eighteen  and  three  quarter 
cents  per  pound,  and  netted  enough  to  buy 
supplies  for  tbe  ensuing  year  and  give  a sur- 
plus of  $875.  The  Tracy  household  was  by 
this  time  fairly  on  its  feet.  Supplied  with  a 
goodly  quantity  of  calico  bought  at  a cost  of 
twenty  cents  a yard,  linsey  at  forty  cents  a 
yard,  sugar  at  eighteen  cents  a pound  and 
other  things  in  proportion,  the  labors  of  a 
new  year  were  begun  much  more  hopefully 
than  had  been  those  of  the  previous  year. 
And  these  things  were  appreciated  too,  for 
Captain  Tracy  relates  that  there  was  a spoon- 
ful of  sugar  or  molasses  nor  a cup  of  tea, 
coffee  or  !iiilk  in  his  house  from  the  time  he 
came  home  from  the  war  until  lie  raised  and 
marketed  his  first  crop. 

In  18d8  Captain  Tracy  moved  to  Texas, 
settling  at  Davilla,  Milam  county.  There  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  and  in 
ISTd  moved  to  Rockdale,  continuing  in  this 
and  tlie  lianking  business  until  1880.  Hav- 
ing !■'  ad  law,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 


the  last  named  }’ear,  and  at  once  entered  on 
the  practice,  since  which  time  he  has  given 
his  attention  to  duties  pertaining  to  his  jiro- 
fession.  He  has  served  as  Comity  Commis- 
sioner of  Milam  county  for  six  years,  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Town  Council  of  Rockdale,  on  the 
City  School  Board,  and  has  taken  great  inter- 
est generally  in  public  matters  in  the  com 
inunity  where  he  lives.  He  is  a Democrat, 
and  has  always  stood  ready  to  honor  sight 
drafts  on  his  time  and  services  in  behalf  of 
his  party. 

In  1875,  the  year  following  his  removal  to 
Rockdale,  Captain  Tracy  lost  his  estimable 
wife  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years, 
a devout  Christian  and  sincere,  good  woman. 
Two  children  survive  her.  Belle,  the  wife  of 
J.  F.  Copeland  of  Springfield,  Missouri,  and 
Nat.  H.  Jr.,  of  the  same  place.  Three  chil- 
dren died  young,  William  F.  at  the  age  of 
eleven,  James  F.  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and 
Melviua  at  the  age  of  five.  Captain  Tracy 
married  a second  time  in  1876,  when  he  w’^as 
united  to  Miss  Sallie  Pipes,  a daughter  of 
John  H.  Pipes  of  Grreensburg,  Louisiana. 
To  this  union  five  children  have  been  born, 
Eugene  H.,  Claudie,  Kittie,  Leonard  and 
Nattie.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
ChrisMan  Church,  as  was  also  his  deceased 
wife.  He  is  a teacher  of  a Bible  class  in  the 
Sunday  schools,  and  exhibits  a commendable 
interest  in  all  church  work.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  order  belonging  to  the 
blue  lodge  and  chapter. 

Captain  Tracy’s  life  has  not  been  all  sun- 

j shine,  as  this  record  shows,  but  ho  acknowl- 

I edges  having  succeeded  in  getting  a <>-i-eat 

I ' “ O 

I deal  of  genuine  pleasure  out  of  it,  and  through 
all  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of  his  careei-  he 
lias  [ueserved  unimjiaired  his  confidence  in 
the  existence  of  his  Creator,  in  the  justice 
and  expediency  of  the  scheme  of  society  as  it 
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MOW  exists,  and  in  tlie  honesty  and  coiToct 
imjnilses  of  liis  fellow-inen.  Of  even  temper, 
frank,  open  nature,  and  genial,  affal)le  ways, 
lie  has  a host  of  friends,  to  alt  of  whom  he  is 
known,  and  by  no  other  title  addressed  than 
that  of  “Nat.” 

Dai.  william  r.  kennard,  for 

I twenty-two  years  a practicing  physi- 

cian  of  Milam  county,  was  born  in 

Sumter  county,  Alabama,  September  29, 
1834.  His.  parents  were  James  P.  and 
Minerva  Kennard,  natives  of  Tennessee,  who 
moved  to  Alabama  about  1832.  settling  in 
Sumter  county,  where  they  snhsequently  lived 
and  died,  the  mother  dying  in  1843,  at  the 
age  of  thirty,  and  the  father  in  1873  at  the 
age  of  seventy.  The  father  spent  most  of 
his  life  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
merchandising,  being  also  for  sixteen  years 
Clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  Sumter  county. 

William  R.  Kennard  was  reared  in  his 
native  county  in  the  select  schools  in  which 
he  received  his  early  mental  training.  He 
graduated  in  medicine  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1860,  and  located  for  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  Miller  comity, 
Missouri.  On  August  7,  1861,  he  married 
Miss  Josephine  L.  Dixon  of  that  county.  At 
the  opening  of  the  late  war  he  entered  the 
Confederate  army  enlisting  in  a Missouri 
regiment  which  became  part  of  Price’s  army 
with  which  he  served  in  the  capacity  of  field 
and  hospital  surgeon  until  the  close  of 
hostilities. 

After  the  war  he  resided  for  six  years 
partly  in  Missouri  and  partly  in  Alabama, 
engaged  in  tlie  jiractice  <d'  his  profession. 
In  the  fall  of  1871  he  came  to  Texas,  anj 
located  in  IVlilam  county,  west  of  the  town 


of  Cameron  where  he  resided  until  1878, 
at  which  time  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  liockdalc  which  has  since  Iteen  his  home, 
lie  has  been  chiefly  interested  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  incidentally  in  the 
drug  business.  He  has  met  with  reasonabry 
good  success  in  both.  He  has  served  as 
Mayor  of  Rockdale,  has  been  a member  of 
the  local  School  Hoard,  assiste<l  in  organizino- 
the  Milam  County  Medical  Society  of  which 
he  was  the  first  president,  has  been  medical 
examiner  of  Rockdale  Lodge,  Knights  of 
Honor,  since  1878,  and  was  for  several  years 
a member  of  the  Hoard  of  Medical  Exami- 
ners of  Milam  county,  when  the  law  creating 
that  board  first  went  into  operation.  He 
belongs  to  the  Odd- Fellows,  and  for  thirty 
years  has  been  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. 

Dr.  Kennard’s  wife  was  born  in  Miller 
county,  Missouri,  in  1840,-  and  was  there 
reared,  receiving  her  education  in  the  schools 
of  that  county,  and  at  Palmyra  and  Colum- 
bia, that  State,  graduating  from  the  Chris- 
tian College  of  the  latter  place.  She  taught 
one  of  the  first  public  schools  of  Milam 
county.  Her  parents  were  William  P.  and 
Minerva  Dixon  who  were  born,  the  father 
in  North  Carolina  in  1812,  and  the  mother 
in  Tennessee  in  1824.  The  mother  died  in 
18()8  at  the  home  of  her  brother,  L.  H. 
Wilkes,  at  Lexington,  Kentucky,  whither  she 
had  gone  for  medical  treatment,  and  the 
father  in  1893,  at  the  residence  of  hisdamrliter, 
Mrs.  Kennai'd,  with  whom  he  had  made  his 
home  for  a number  of  years.  Mrs.  Kennard 
has  two  brothers,  Thomas  E.  Dixon,  livino' 
iir  Vernon  county,  Missouri,  and  William 
Price  Dixon,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and 
two  sifters,  Mary  Luella,  the  wife  of  Ceoroe 
Golden,  residino'  in  San  Antonia,  Texas,  ami 
Nannie,  the  wife  of  A.  Sj)ake,  of  .lohnson 
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county,  ^lissoui-i.  Dr.  Kcnnard  lias  twolialf- 
brotliers  livin^^;  .Tulin  and  Nat  Kcnnard  of 
Sninter  coiinty,  Alaliaina;  and  one  sister, 
Sarah,  the  widow  of  ]\[.  C.  Kennard,  now 
making  her  home  with  her  .son.  Prof.  A. 
W.  Tvennard,  at  Loiurview,  Te.xas. 

The  doctor  and  liis  wife  are  both  meni- 
liers  of  the  (diristian  Church  to  wliich  they 
have  belonged  for  thirtyyears.  They  have  had 
no  cliildren,  Init  have  brought  up  several 
nieces  and  nephews,  two  of  of  whom,  .Tames 
P.  Kennard,  a n?[)hew  of  the  Doctor,  and 
Miss  jMiniiie  J.  Barnett,  a niece  of  Mrs. 
Kennard,  were  taken  in  infancy.  The  former 
is  now  a successful  teacher  of  Milam  county 
and  the  latter  a recent  graduate  of  the  Rock 
dale  hiuh  school. 

o 


G APTAIK  EMZY  TAYLOR,  president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  George- 
town,  and  one  of  the  city’s  most  pros- 
perous and  highly  respected  citizens,  was 
born  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  October  7, 
1841,  a son  of  Josiah  and  Catherine  (Lee) 
Taylor.  Emzy  Taylor,  the  second  child  in 
order  of  birth,  has  resided  in  Georgetown 
since  1849.  His  education  -was  received  prin- 
cipally in  Georgetown,  where  he  clerked  in 
his  father’s  store  for  a time.  In  1861  he  en- 
listed for  service  in  the  late  war,  in  Colonel, 
later  General,  J.  B.  Hood’s  Regiment.  He 
went  from  Texas  to  Virginia,  and  on  account 
of  failing  health  was  discharged  December  4, 
1861,  but  lay  in  the  hospital  at  Dumfries 
until  in  March,  1862.  When  he  entered  the 
service  he  weighed  166  pounds,  but  at  Dum- 
fries, Virginia,  he  was  weighed  and  found  he 
had  lost  eighty-four  pounds.  His  disease 
was  ])ronounced  by  the  physicians  to  l)C  con- 
sumption. and  his  ])apers  were  signed  l>y 


fit  7 


General  .T.  B.  Hood,  witli  whom  he  was  in- 
; timately  acapiaiuted.  The  lattci'  gentleman 
had  that  hapj)y  faculty  of  knowing  all  his 
men.  He  associated  the  name  and  the  fac.e, 
and  his  memory  of  persons  and  countenances 
was  such  that  he  rarely  ever  lost  sight  of 
either.  After  leaving  for  home,  in  1862,  Mr. 
Taylor  never  saw  Genei'al  Hood  until  several 
years  after  the  close  of  the  war,  when,  as  he 
was  passing  the  hotel  in  Georgetown  one  day, 
the  latter,  who  was  a guest  there,  reco<rnized 
and  called  him  by  name,  while  he  was  more 
than  twenty  feet  away.  In  May,  1862,  Mr. 
Taylor  eidisted  in  the  Sixteenth  Texas  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  known  as  Flourney’s  Regi- 
ment, was  elected  Second  Senior  Lieutenant 
of  his  company,  later  promoted  to  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  subsequently,  after  the  death  of 
Captain  Chalmers,  at  Mansfield,  Louisiana, 
was  made  Captain  of  his  company,  serving  in 
that  capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  in  the  battles  of  Manslield  and  Pleasant 
Hill,  taken  prisoner  and  confined  ten  days  at 
Grand  Ecore,  and  also  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Milliken’s  Bend  and  many  skirmishes. 

After  the.plose  of  the  war  Mr.  Taylor  be- 
gan merchandising  in  Georgetown,  and  later 
became  a partner  of  J.  L.  Brittain.  That 
partnership  continued  two  years,  anc|  our  sub- 
ject then  continued  business  alone  until  the 
latter  part  of  1881,  when  he  sold  his  store  to 
Rucker  & Montgomery.  In  1882  Mr.  Tay- 
lor embarked  in  the  bankino'  business  in 
Georgetown,  conducting  & private  bank  until 
June  2,  1890,  wdion  it  was  organized  as  a 
national  bank,  with  a capital  stock  of  $50,- 
000.  The  officers  are:  E.  Taylor,  president; 
j Andrew  .1.  Xelson,  vice. president;  Lee  M. 
Taylor,  cashier;  ami  F.  W.  Carothers,  as- 
sistant cashier.  In  1876  Mr.  Taylor  started 
I the  ju-oject  of  a railroad  from  Georgetown  to 
I Round  Rock,  which  was  l)uilt,  operated  one 
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3'ear,  and  tlieii,  in  1877,  tiinicd  over  to  the  , 
International  & (ireat  Northeni  Kailroad. 
They  now  liave  on  liand  a railroad  from 
Geori>etown  to  Graimer,  have  the  n'o'lit  (d‘ 
way,  depot  and  oroninG,  and  fifteen  miles  of 
grading  completed.  Mr.  Taj’lor  was  also  in- 
stniinental  in  starting  the  water  works  of  i 
Georgetown,  which  were  sold  to  the  city  in  a ^ 
later  day;  was  secretary  of  a company  who  | 
organized  to  have  the  South westeni  Univer- 
sity located  in  this  city.  The  valuation  of 
S‘150,000  was  donate<l  to  the  Southwestern 
University,  and  from  $75,0U0  to  $100,000  of  | 
this  amount  came  from  Georgetown.  In  i 

O I 

coni|)any  with  others,  our  subject  organized 
the  Te.xas  Chautauqua,  located  within  one- 
lialf  a mile  of  the  city,  giving  $10,000  and  , 
200  acres  of  land  to  have  it  placed  in  its  " 
present  location.  They  have  the  finest  lec- 
turers in  the  United  States  durincr  the  colletre 

O 

vacation.  The  grounds  are  beautiful,  and 
easy  of  access  from  the  city. 

July  7,  1864,  Mr.  Taylor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  C.  Henderson. 
Her  parents  died  when  she  was  a mere  child, 
and  she  was  reared  in  Tennessee  by  her  ma- 
ternal grandmother,  Mrs.  Martha  Mayes,  a 
widow.  They  came  to  Texas  in  1856.  Our 
subject  and  wife  have  two  children  living: 
Lee  M.,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank; 
and  Corinna,  wife  of  R.  T.  Cooper,  collector 
in  the  same  bank.  They  have  three  children : 
Madge,  Bessie  Bell  and  Corinna.  Lee  M. 
Taylor  married  Fannie  Talliferro,  whose 
grandfather.  Rev.  Talliferro,  preached  the 
first  sermon  in  Williamson  county,  at  the  I 
residence  of  Freeman  Smalley,  on  Brushy 
creek.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee  Taylor  have  one  ! 
child,  Mabel.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Clinrch,  in  which  the 
former  holds  the  office^  of  Ti’oasiirer.  Politi- 
cally, Mr.  Tayloi’  is  a Democrat,  and  takes  an  j 


intei-est  in  all  home  enterprises.  He  isaiiKin 
of  refinement  and  an  estimable  citizen,  pos- 
sesses superior  business  (pialifications,  and  his 
integrity  of  character,  honorable  and  upright 
dealiiios  and  kind  consideration  of  his  fellow 

O 

man,  have  won  for  him  the  highest  regard  of 
the  community  and  the  county  in  which  he 
lives. 


' XK  M.  LITTON,  a pi-ominent 

Iy  farmer  of  Bastrop  county,  was  born  in 
^ this  county,  September  6,  1839,  a son 
of  Adi.'On  and  Mary  (Owen)  Litton,  natives 
of  Missouri  and  AlabaiTia,  respectively.  The 
parents  were  married  wliere  Bastrop  now 
stands,  in  1833,  under  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment. The  father  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  old  Bastrop,  was  a member  of 
Captain  Belligsley’s  company  of  rangers, 
and  participated  in  many  engagements 
against  the  Mexicans  and  Indians.  During 
the  stampede  from  this  place,  Mr.  Litton 
took  his  family  to  the  Nacogdoches  river, 
and  immediately  returned  to  the  army.  He 
served  as  guard  over  a wagon  train  during 
battle  of  San  Jacinto,  and  after  peace  was  de- 
clared he  returned  to  his  home  in  this  county, 
only  to  find  the  Indians  had  burned  his  house 
and  all  the  improvements,  had  driven  off  his 
stock,  and  left  nothing  with  which  to  begin 
work  but  the  land,  very  little  of  which  was 
then  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Litton  continued 
to  be  a member  of  the  ranger  service  until 
1845,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Bnishy 
creek.  Plum  creek,  and  many  others.  Dur- 
ing the  time  when  he  was  away  from  home 
his  faithful  wife  took  care  of  the  home  in- 
terest, sufferino’  all  the  horrors  and  di'ead  of 
an  attack  by  the  Indians  during  the  absence 
of  the  men.  Mr.  Litton  was  killed  in  a 
[)ei'sonal  encounter  with  Indians  in  1845, 


( 


J 


1 1 . 1 < 


' I 


I 


I I 

1 • I 



•’l>*  '1*1 


7!  ’■ 


'I  1 


■ a It' 

•I-  - 1.  I 


I •• 


" 'll, 


■ ■ I . I A .. 

• ' ' • . - i ■ r*''* t I'.  (wiii 

* '1  . .'ti.i/,  i.-n  > ^ I <oi turi-i'jliil 

, ' • ' »i'  • ui  >o,'  ^uUT  ^ I’ 

" " r*f*K  /il*"  ' 'ij'il* 

> * I.  )’  1 14  .t<«>  <l<  ,1 

> • * T'*  ‘ ••<(!  .. 

'•  • lit  \!  H 

< ! " • * *1  » ■ 1, 1 'I  I'l*!*  ,n  n ; I 4tW 

' ' »'i  ' • ( .!<  (I I <1.  I J i 

' ' -li  ...li  ,,i  I — ',;  Ha 

' ' • I ■‘■ImiiI.I'  1*-V 

■ .J  I/'M,  i"  ; Ja  /(utl  -H 

' ’ ■ ■ »'  :•  f'  ) .jn»*  mfdl 

-a  '»>'•  • ,A\‘i}in  ihlif  (U7W|IM«ltt  ■ 

' ■ j‘*  • ^hl«i  ItU 

( ' r»  \i.  Hit  ;.  . 

I > »a  I OOS 

' . ■ .al  V'I*T  |'.r|*i<ya!  7Ml7*'Vtk| 

, ' .'-''i  _;'■  ■'>  'Hr'-  ! ,.ii  /;  *-trtrj 

' *■  ' 'I  • ' ■■  " ''*nn  T 4K4<<sH«iy 

< 11*1  rtt'rt'  • 

M f firi 

1/  4*1  M nv^tTYMi 

a I.  iM'Hflii  '10I1 

■ (<••'1  i«  ii«j>  rt|(|  bftA 

■ ' *('•  *'  • .- 1 •.<•., I, fi. - jj  /amsJ 

I ■ *'•  I *•  vt'  ».(  '••mIT  "ohiw 

'a  I •'•■*  ' m.i  iian 

* »■  ■ . 'I  '*(■  (Mij 

•'  <':■((  • ’ w .<tt)  l>fiN 

’"  ' ' ' '1  .'n#.*'  ■jutM*  irtO  rtl 

" i It  iwlyitT 

' ..,.-11.;  ' (Jj 

■ .*  ■>  , a. i. ,('((.  II  1/  ||  hit 

i ’f'  l-l  <0  U.  ..I'i  . (I  > /H  •Xti.i  it:Wi 

«<•  -'a  |,||«  rkl 

a<  >tr*  Hi*  •<!«  w lui/«  luipliM  U*<  ) irK^wl.'  .I|||(l4| 

• I*  it  i|7(  at  aril  la  kiktif 

!,"■'}  •• '^’lii  i7*|i  Mbidil 

(U  In4M  l |t  ,a  1vI(4iT  iM 


I'  f.'. 

I >.a  I I ' ' 
■I  ■,  ■ ' ‘ J. 

||  n Xj  ' , ' 


t It 


in  STORY  OF  TFXAS. 


G49 


le*iviii(r  a widow  and  four  children:  David, 
liorn  in  this  county  in  1834- oi'  1835,  is  a res- 
ident of  Colorado;  Alahala,  married  Frank 
Yost,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Frank  F.. 
onr  subject;  and  Alary  A.,  willow  of  Charles 
W ooltingbarger,  and  a resident  of  llastrop 
county.  In  1850  the  mother  married  Chris- 
topher Stranther,  and  they  had  one  child 
William  Stranther.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1859. 

Few  people  were  obliged  to  undergo  more 
hardships  incident  to  the  early  settlement  than 
did  Air.  and  Airs.  Litton.  The  former  was 
nearly  always  away  from  home,  erigaged  in 
lighting  the  Indians  from  his  own  and  his 
neighbors’  homes,  and  few  men  ever  gave 
more  of  their  time  to  their  country  than  Air. 
Litton.  He  was  a fearless  man  in  point  of 
personal  danger,  always  ready  to  assist  in  re- 
pelling the  invasions  of  the  country  by  In- 
dians and  Alexicans.  During  the  early  days 
the  families  were  frequently  compelled  to  go 
to  the  forts  of  Bastrop,  Wilbarger,  or  higher 
up  the  Colorado  river.  On  such  occasions 
the  men  would  scour  the  country  for  the 
enemy,  leaving  their  wives,  daughters  and 
mothers  at  the  forts,  protected  only  by  a few 
men.  While  working  on  his  farm  Air.  Litton 
was  obliged  to  have  a guard  stationed  at  the 
house  to  prevent  the  Indians  froiq  assassinat; 
ing  him,  or  capturing  and  carrying  the  family 
into  captivity,  which  was  luqre  dreaded  by 
the  women  than  death. 

Frank  AI.  Litton  received  only  a limited 
education,  and  remained  with  his  mother  on 
the  old  homestead  until  her  death.  He  still 
resides  on  thi.s  farm,  where  he  was  born  and 
ijiised.  On  account  of  being  crippled  in  bis 
right  hand,  he  did  not  take  an  active  part  in 
the  late  war,  although  his  sympathy  and 
means  were  freely  given  to  the  cause  of  the 
South.  At  the  oiiening  of  the  struggle  he 


was  e.xtensively  engaged  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ne.-s,  but  at  its  close  his  .stock  was  nearly  all 
gone,  and,  like  many  others,  he  was  obliged 
t(i  begin  life  anew.  Air.  Litton  purchased 
the  interests  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  in 
the  homestead,  and  he  now  owns  8U0  acres 
of  land  on  Cedar  creek,  with  175  acres  under 
I a tine  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  has  a grist 
mill  and  a steam  cotton  gin,  where  he  gins 
j about  GUO  bales  of  cotton  annually,  about 
' fifty  per  cent,  of  the  same  being  raised  on  his 
; own  place. 

! Air.  Litton  was  mai-ried  in  1800,  to  Aliss 
Sarah  Glass,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a 
daughter  of  Hector  Glass,  who  came  to  Te.xas 
I about  1850.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children:  Adison,  of  this  county ; Hector,  of 
Colorado;  and  William,  a resident  of  Bastrop 
j county.  The  sons  are  engaged  in  farming 
j and  stock  raising.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
in  1873,  and  in  the  following  year  Air.  Litton 
married  AHss  Bettie  Thompson,  a native  of 
Virginia.  Her  parents  died  in  that  State, 
and  she  came  to  Texas  with  two  other  ladies 
in  1874.  Air.  and  Airs.  Litton  have  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Sallie,  Rosa,  Lemma, 
Frank,  Kenneth,  John  Hearn,  Bettie,  and  a 
babe,  David.  Airs.  Litton  is  a member  of 
t}ie  Alethodist  Fpi^copal  Church. 

d|llDGE  Z.  T.  FIJLAIORE,  of  Austin, 

I Texas,  was  born  in  Robeson  county, 
North  Carolina,  November  11,  1846. 
His  parents  were  Zach.  and  Sallie  (ilethea) 
Fulmorc,  the  lattei-  a native  of  Alarion  conn 
tv,  South  Carolina,  and  the  former  of  Robe 
son  county,  North  Carolina,  where  he  was 
born  dauuary  10,  1808.  His  ancestors  on 
l)oth  sides  immigrated  to  that  section  about 
the  year  1750,  and  weri'  prominent  partici- 
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pants  in  tlie  revolution  of  177G,  and  were  all 
stanch  AN'^liigs.  The  father  of  this  sketch  is 
still  living  in  North  Carolina,  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  his  faculties,  at  the  advanced  ao'e 
of  eighty -live.  He  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  farming  for  about  fifty  years,  and  is  still 
])ersonally  supervising  his  farm.  At  the 
early  age  of  twelve  he  became  afflicted  with 
deafness,  from  which  he  never  recovered. 
The  mother  died  July  8,  1854,  at  the  age  of 
thirty -two. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a family  of 
three  children,  and  is  the  oidy  survivor — his 
brother,  John  B.,  having  died  in  June,  1882, 
at  the  age  of  thirty-three,  and  his  sister,  Ella 
Florence,  in  1872,  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-one. 
Judge  Fillmore  has  had  excellent  advantages 
in  the  way  of  education,  having  at  the  age  of 
seven  been  placed  under  the  training  of  teach- 
ers of  character  and  education  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  his  home.  Early  in  1861, 
he  was  sent  to  the  North  Carolina  Military 
Institute,  at  Charlotte,  then  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  late  General  D.  II.  Hill.  When 
Fort  Sumter  was  attacked,  this  school  sus- 
pended, and  all  its  professors — among  whom 
was  General  James  II.  Lane  and  Colonel 
Charles  C.  Lee — went  to  the  front.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  only  fourteen 
years  old,  then  went  to  the  Olin  high  school, 
in  Iredell  county.  North  Carolina.  In 
Maia-h,  1862,  the  demand  for  volunteers  for 
the  Confederate  army  induced  all  the  teachers 
of  this  school  to  go  to  the  front,  and  he  was 
again  forced  to  go  in  search  of  another  school, 
lie  then  went  to  the  justly  celebrated  Bing- 
ham school,  in  Orange  county,  Noidh  Caro- 
lina. He  remained  at  this  school  until  March, 
1864,  when  be  Ud't  it  to  join  the  army.  lie 
eidisted  as  a jirivate  in  Company  D,  first  bat- 
talion of  North  Carolina  Artillery.  He  was 
engaged  in  but  two  battles:  tbe  lirst.  Fort 


Fisher  horn  bard  meat,  December  23,  24  and 
25,  1864 — the  beaviest  liombardment  in  the 
world’s  history  -ami  later,  on  January  15, 
1865,  in  tbe  second  Fort  I'isher  bombard- 
ment. He  was  hei-e  taken  prisoner  of  war 
and  carried  to  Point  Lookout,  where  he  re- 
mained until  May  16,  1865,  when  he  was  re- 
leased and  returned  home. 

As  early  as  possible,  within  a few  months, 
he  returned  to  Bingham’s  school  to  finish  his 
course  there,  and  iti  1867  went  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Virginia.  Here  he  took  a literai-y 
course  for  two  years  and  a law  course  of  one 
year. 

In  the  fall  of  1870  he  came  to  Texas,  lo- 
cating at  Austin,  December  24th,  and  has 
lived  continuously  here  ever  since.  He  has 
held  various  positions  of  honor  and  trust  both 
of  a private  and  public  nature.  The  first  po- 
sition to  which  he  was  ever  appointed  he  still 
holds,  viz.:  Trustee  for  the  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  at  Austin,  he  having  been  appointed 
by  Governor  Coke,  in  1875.  He  is  now 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  that  in 
stitution.  At  the  age  of  thirty-three  he  was 
elected  County  Judge  of  Travis  county,  and 
was  successively  elected  to  the  position  for 
three  terms,  when  he  refused  to  accept  a 
nomination  for  another  term,  preferring  to 
return  to  the  practice  of  law. 

In  1887,  the  Legislature  having  provided 
for  the  e?tablishment  of  an  institution  of 
learning  for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind  colored 
youth  of  the  State,  Governor  Ross  appointed 
him  one  of  the  three  commissioners  to  select 
a site  for  the  institution  and  organize  it.  In 
1861  he  was  selected  by  Governor  Hogg  as 
one  of  three  commissioners  to  codify  the  laws 
of  Texas,  which  duty  he  has  performed  in 
connectiiui  with  his  co  comniissioners,  Hon. 
11.  G.  Roboi’tson  and  Go\’ernur  Wells  Tlumip- 
In  p(ditics  he  is  an  uncompromi.'ing 


son. 
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Democi’at,  and  lias  invarial)ly  taken  an  inter- 
est in  all  public  (jiiestions,  tliongh  never  iig- 
uring  conspicuously  in  conventions. 

He  has  paid,  perhaps,  more  attention  to 
the  t'orinulation  of  laws  by  which  an  etticient 
system  of  public  schools  might  be  attained  in 
the  State  than  to  any  other  public  question 
which  affects  the  politics  of  Texas,  and  has 
actively  participated  in  almost  every  discus- 
sion which  has  affected  this  interest,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  connected  with  the  prac- 
tical operations  of  the  educational  system  of 
the  State.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  havino"  been  twice  Hicrh  Priest 
of  the  Chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at 
Austin.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a Presby- 
terian, being  a member  of  the  Southern  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Austin. 

April  4,  1877,  he  was  married  to  Luella 
Robertson,  of  Salado,  Bell  county,  Te.xas,  a 
daughter  of  the  late  General  E.  S.  Robert- 
son. He  has  five  children:  Ella  Florence, 
Sterling  Robertson,  Z.  T.,  Jr.,  Frank  and  Im- 
ogene  Fulmore,  all  of  whom  are  still  living. 

G.  MAY. — As  some  mighty  monarch 

of  the  forest,  whose  head  has  bowed 
Jj  ^ to  the  blasts  of  numerous  winter 
' storms,  and  basked  in  the  refulgent 
rays  of  many  summer  suns  whose  refreshing 
shade  has  afforded  welcome  relief  to  man, 
bird,  beast  and  herb  alike,  and  still  lives  on, 
fulfilling  its  beneficent  mission,  thus  stands 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  a patriarch,  bless- 
ing all  within  the  influence  of  his  power  and 
the  recipient  of  universal  admiration  and 
esteem.  This  old  pioneer,  whose  life  has  been 
passed  on  the  frontier,  and  who  has  been  in- 
strumental in  develo])ing  the  resources  of  this  j 
country,  making  possible  the  thousand  bene-  i 


fits  of  civilization  which  the  j)resent  inhabi- 
taunts  enjoy,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  January 
20,  1808,  and  has  thus  witnessed  the  vai-ying 
and  shifting  scenes  in  the  history  of  his 

O 

native  land  for  nearly  a centuiy,  his  mind 
being  enriched  by  these  experiences,  and  his 
soul  enobled  by  participation  in  the  uplifting 
and  building  one  of  the  grandest  States  in 
the  Union,  and,  incidentally,  one  of  the  gi-eat- 
est  nations  in  the  world. 

He  may  justly  be  termed  a pioneer  of 
pioneers,  for,  having  been  born  on  the  frontier, 
his  life  has  been  passed  in  blazing  the  path  of 
civilization  for  others  to  follow.  When  but 
four  years  of  age  his  pareiits  removed  from 
the  grand  old  State  of  Tennessee,  the  birth- 
place of  so  many  noble  men  and  women,  to 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,  at  that  time  bearing 
but  slight  resemblance  to  its  present  popu- 
lous and  prosperous  condition,  where  have  re- 
cently been  gathered  the  nations  of  the  earth 
to  witness  and  celebrate  the  progress  of  the 
ages.  This  little  family  which  played  a hum- 
ble part  in  paving  the  way  for  that  State’s 
present  grandeur  and  power,  by  planting  the 
seeds  of  civilization,  made  their  toilsome  way 
over  bleak  praiides  and  swollen  streams  to 
Gallatin  county,  settling  in  the  midst  of  a 
lonely  and  dreary  waste,  far  from  home  and 
friends.  Thus  passed  the  first  twelve  years 
of  the  life  of  our  subject,  who,  in  the  re- 
finincr  influence  of  a cultured,  though  hum- 
lile  home,  and  in  communing  with  nature, 
laid  the  foundation  of  that  noble  spirit  which 
has  been  the  strength  and  delight  of  all  who 
have  come  within  its  presence. 

In  1815,  this  pioneer  family,  providentially 
sent  to  be  the  pathfinders  of  a country  great 
in  futui’e  possibilities,  removed  from  their 
first  settlement  in  Gallatin  county,  Illinois, 
to  AVhite  county,  the  same  territory.  Here 
this  young  life  moved  on  as  before,  learning 
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the  <TOP[)el  of  work,  witliout  wliich  no  soul  is 
<;re:it  or  frouri.  He  was  reared  to  tanning, 
man’s  most  natural  vocation,  where  mother 
earth  welcomes  her  children,  and  whence, 
])iimarily,  comes  all  nourishment. 

Arrived  at  man’s  estate,  Mr.  IMay  was 
married,  August  12,  1825,  to  Margaret  Cald- 
well, an  estimable  lady  of  his  neighborhood, 
who  proved,  through  the  trials  of  after  life, 
a faithful  and  helpful  companion,  I'ealizing 
the  poet’s  dream  of 

“ A perfect  woman,  nobly  planned, 

To  warn,  to  comfort,  and  command.” 

The  young  couple  settled  near  Mr.  May’s 
father  in  White  count}’,  whence  they  soon 
afterward  removed  to  the  vicinity  of  the  lead 
mines,  near  Galena,  Illinois,  wdiere  they  lived 
for  a number  of  years.  Induced  by  the 
favorable  reports  of  the  Southwest,  toward 
which  a general  exodus  was  setting  in,  young 
May  started  with  his  wife  and  family,  Nov- 
ember 13,  1840,  for  Texas,  arriving  at  what 
is  now  Gonzales  county,  that  State,  March 
20,  1841.  They  settled  on  land  in  that 
vicinity  and  engaged  in  farming,  where  they 
resided,  unmolested,  until  1842,  when  the 
Indians  made  one  of  their  raids  into  the  set- 
tlements, and  Mr.  May,  with  his  neighbors, 
was  obliged  to  retreat  from  the  impending 
danger,  fleeing  to  a more  thickly  populated 
district,  stopping  at  what  is  now  La  Grange, 
in  Fayette  county,  where  they  prepared  de- 
fences and  held  their  fort  until  peace  was 
temporarily  restored. 

In  1846,  Mr.  May  ventured  west  again, 
settling  in  what  is  now  Caldwell  county,  where 
he  acquired  considerable  land  and  opened  up 
a large  plantation  and  built  an  elegant  home, 
surrounding  himself  with  all  the  comforts 
and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  intending 
to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  earthly  career 
in  the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  home  and  the 


society  of  his  children,  all  of  whom  were 
grown,  married  and  comfortal)ly  settled  near 
him.  Alas,  that  such  Arcadian  iiappiness 
shoidd  be  interrupted  by  strife  between  bro- 
thers of  the  same  country!  Hut  tlius  it  was, 
emphasizing,  most  strikingly,  the  mutability 
of  human  affairs,  and  affording  a gigantic 
object  lesson  of  the  horrors  attendant  on  the 
settlement  of  differences  by  war  instead  of 
arbitration.  Heidiaps  this  was  the  lesson 
which  was  providentially  intended  to  bo 
taught,  ushering  out  the  dark  days  of  barbar- 
ism and  bringing  in  the  brighter  days  of  a 
better  civilization. 

The  war  coming  on,  Mr.  May  naturally 
cast  his  lot  with  his  neighbors,  and  the  up- 
holding of  the  time-honored  institutions  of 
the  South,  eidisting  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  contributing  liberally  of  his 
means  to  the  maintenance  of  that  cause.  He 
had  three  sons  and  five  sons-in-law,  all  of 
whom  volunteered  their  services  at  the  first 
call  of  their  country.  Of  these,  one  son, 
Milton,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Milliken’s 
Bend;  Joseph  was  seriously  wounded  at  the 
fight  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Missouri,  and  was  sent 
home,  an  invalid  for  several  years;  Morris, 
alone,  of  all  the  sons,  returned  unhurt  fn 
battle,  but  with  health  much  impaired,  while 
the  five  sons-in-law  tilled  soldiers’  graves. 
Thus,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  to  which  Mr. 
May  contributed  so  largely  of  his  means 
as  to  leave  himself  almost  impoverished,  and 
has  given  that  wdiich  w’as  dearer  than  wealth, 
the  precious  members  of  his  family,  he  found 
himself  broken  in  health  and  spirit,  and  with 
the  care  of  six  widows,  at\d  their  fatherless 
children,  all  looking  to  him  for  support. 

Now  was  exhibited  that  unfailing  courage 
and  determination,  such  marked  elements  of 
his  character  through  life,  and  which  were 
the  direct  results  of  his  early  experiences 
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and  consequent  self-reliance.  He  at  once  set 
about  to  re{)air  lii.s  broken  fortunes  and  pi-e- 
j)are  for  tlie  support  of  his  numerous  depen- 
dents. Tlie  war  liaving  wrought  so  many 
changes  and  troubles,  of  which  their  old 
homes  constantly  reminded  them,  they  de- 
cided to  foi’sake  the  old  scenes  and  seek  new 
fields  in  the  West.  Accordingly,  in  1868, 
he  again  decided  to  cast  his  lot  in  the  unset- 
tled and  frontier  section  of  the  Lone  Star 
State,  and,  consequently,  sold  his  old  home  and 
removed  to  AVilliamson  count}',  where  he  re- 
mained fourteen  years.  In  1882,  he  again 
moved,  this  time  settling  in  Llano  county, 
which  has  since  been  his  home,  and  where  he  is 
being  tenderly  cared  for  in  his  declining  days 
by  his  son,  Joseph.  Thus,  the  greater  part 
of  this  noble  old  man’s  ninety  years  of  life 
has  been  spent  in  building  up  and  develop- 
ing new  country,  making  possible  the  bene- 
fits and  pleasures  of  civilization,  which  his 
posterity,  and  those  who  have  more  recently 
moved  into  the  State,  now  enjoy. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  G.  May  were  the  par- 
rents  of  fourteen  children;  Morris,  now  resi- 
dent of  Burnet  county,  Texas;  Milton,  pre- 
viously mentioned,  who  was  killed  in  the 
war;  Albert  G.,  who,  after  spending  the  best 
of  his  life  as  a circuit  rider  in  the  work  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  on  the  Texas  frontier, 
now  resides  in  Pittsburg,  that  State;  Leon- 
ard is  a prosperous  merchant  in  the  State 
of  Iowa;  Joseph,  with  whom  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  now  lives,  resides  on  a farm  in 
Llano  county;  Sarah;  Julia;  Elizabeth  and 
Margaret  are  deceased,  and  also  three  others, 
who  died  earlier  in  life;  Caroline  lives  in 
Williamson  county,  and  Emeline  resides  in 
Bell  county.  The  devoted  wife  and  mother 
of  this  family  was  heart-hroken  by  the  trou- 
bles of  the  war,  and,  aftei'  lingering  a few 
years,  she  passed  away,  to  enjoy,  in  a better 
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world,  that  reward  to  which  her  noble  sei'- 
vices  ill  this  life  had  so  richly  eutitleil  her. 
The  descendents  of  this  family  now  number 
more  than  sixty  graudchildreii,  and  120 
great-grandchildren,  all  of  whom  are  active 
members  of  society,  and  among  the  best 
citizens  of  their  various  communities. 

While  Mr.  May  is  a hero,  and  a veteran 
soldier  of  the  .war,  he  has  not  neglected  the 
better  part  of  his  life.  He  professed  reli- 
gion and  joined  the  Methodist  Church  when 
quite  a young  man,  and  has  spent  nearly 
seventy  years  as  a consistent  and  model 
Christian.  He  says  the  greatest  satisfaction 
and  comfort  of  his  declining  years,  as  it  has 
always  been,  is  his  religion,  which  fact  is 
typified  iu  his  upright,  noble  career,  on 
which  his  friends  may  justly  reflect  with 
gratification,  and  his  country  muse  with 
pride  and  reverence. 

EiDWHIRD  BLAREY  BURLESON, 

one  of  the  first  white  male  children  horn 

1 in  Bastrop  county,  in  1838,  is  a son  of 

Jonathan  and  Nancy  B.  (Blakey)  Burleson, 
natives  of  South  Carolina  and  Kentuckv. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
James  B.  Burleson,  was  twice  married,  and 
was  a father  of  the  followincr;  Sarah,  who 
married  Robert  Thrasher;  Joseph;  General 
Edward,  deceased  in  1852,  while  a member 
of  the  State  Senate;  Volley,  who  married 
Ezekiel  Owens;  Nancy,  who  become  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Rodgers;  Rachel,  married  James 
Rodgers;  Mary,  who  married  Martin  Taylor; 
James;  Jake,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Brushy  Creek;  John;  Jonathan;  Aaron;  and 
Elizabeth,  familiarly  known  as  Bettie,  mar- 
ried Charles  Brooks,  and  resides  at  Georu-e- 
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town.  All  ate  now  doceust’d  oxccptino  the 
last  mentioned,  who  was  a daughter  hy  the 
last  marriage. 

Jonathan  l>mdeson,  father  of  our  subject, 
came  to  Texas  in  1830,  in  company  with  his 
brotlier.  General  Edward  Burleson,  d’hey 
located  where  the  town  of  Bastrop  now 
stands, and  at  that  time  only  three  or  four  fam- 
ilies lived  between  a settlement  fifteen  miles 
up  the  river  to  the  first  settlement  ten  miles 
down  the  river.  General  Edward  Burleson 
afterwards  located  at  the  latter  place,  at  the 
month  of  Aluih  creek.  In  1845  the  Indians 
and  Mexicans  produced  a panic  in  this  section 
of  the  State,  and  General  Edward  Buideson 
was  then  commanding  a regiment  of  Texas 
troops  at  Gonzales.  After  the  fall  of  the 
Alamo  he  ordered  Jonathan  Burleson  to 
come  to  this  place  and  conduct  the  wmmen 
and  children  to  a place  of  safety.  Mr.  Burle- 
son made  the  trip  on  foot,  a distance  of 
thirty-five  miles,  and  was  obliged  to  pass  over 
the  section  almost  covered  wdth  bands  of 
Indians.  He  conveyed  the  families  to  the 
Trinity  river,  and  after  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto  brought  them  to  Fort  Bastrop,  land- 
ing here  in  the  spring  of  1836.  After  peace 
with  the  Mexicans  and  the  independence  of 
Texas  wmre  accomplished  Jonathan  Burleson 
was  appointed  by  his  brother  General  Edward, 
as  Captain  of  a company  of  spies  or  scouts 
for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  Indians  and 
Mexicans.  During  that  time  he  was  accom- 
panied by  a Tonchawa  Indian,  who  was  a son 
af  Flasado  a noted  Tonkawa  Indian  chief. 
The  lattei'  then  made  his  home  where  our 
subject  now  resides,  and  was  friendly  with 
the  Texans.  This  young  Indian  accompanied 
Mr.  Burleson  on  many  perilous  undertakings. 
In  1837,  the  latter,  in  company  with  four 
men,  was  engaged  in  scouting  three  miles 
north  of  Fort  Bastrop,  when  they 


rouiuled  by  a baml  of  (,'omanche  I>raves. 
He  oi'dered  his  men  to  dismount  and  fii-e, 
but  instead  of  doing  so  they  beat  a hasty  re- 
treat, and  Captain  Burleson,  who  had  dis- 
mounted, found  himself  desei-ted  by  his  men. 
He  fired  at  the  advancino;  savaoes,  mounted 
his  mare.  Slick,  and  j’ode  straight  for  the  bank 
of  Biney  creek,  where  he  accomp)lished  one  of 
the  most  famous  leaps  ever  made  with  a 
horse.  The  bluff  was  about  twenty  feet  per- 
])endiculai-,  over  which  the  Captain  jumjjed 
his  mare,  and  made  oood  his  retreat  to  the 
fOl't. 

Mr.  Burleson  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Brushy,  fought  in  what  is  now  Williamson 
county,  the  whites  being  commanded  by 
General  Edward  Burleson,  and  the  Coman- 
ches  under  command  of  their  warlike  chiefs. 
The  Burleson  family  were  repi'esented  in  this 
battle  by  General  Edward,  John,  Jake,  Jon- 
athan and  Aaron.  Captain  Jake  Burleson 
was  in  advance  of  the  Texas  army,  and  came 
upon  the  Indians  while  cooking  their  noon- 
day meal.  The  Captain  ordered  his  men  to 
dismount  and  fire,  and  after  hitching  their 
horses  in  a (ji’ove,  the  twelve  men  turned  a 
deadly  volley  of  rifle  balls  on  the  savages. 
The  Indians  proving  too  much  for  the  little 
company  of  twelve  men.  Captain  Burleson 
ordered  the  boys  to  mount  and  fall  back. 
One  of  his  boys,  only  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  in  his  excitement  mounted  his  horse 
while  yet  hitched  to  the  tree.  The  Captain 
saw  the  condition  of  the  hoy,  dismounted 
from  his  horse,  cut  the  rope,  but  as  he  was 
again  mounting  was  shot  dead.  The  Indians 
cut  off  his  right  hand  and  foot,  and  took  out 
his  heart,  thinking  all  the  while  that  he 
was  General  Edward  Burleson.  At  the  bat- 
tle t)f  Plum  ci'eek,  in  Caldwell  county.  Gen- 
eral Edward  Burleson,  who  was  in  command, 
had  been  followin';  the  Indians  for  several 
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ilayt;,  but  his  force  of  men  was  too  small  to  j 
cope  with  tlie  savages,  and  ( n the  day  before  j 
the  battle  occurred  ho  sent  for  Jonathan,  to  I 
Jlastrop,  for  the  chief  Plasado  and  his  thirty 
warriors  to  assist  him.  Mr.  Burleson  reached 
Ins  destination  in  the  evening,  and  in  the 
same  nio;ht  Plasado  and  Ids  hand  of  braves 
made  tlie  march  on  foot,  a distance  of  thirty 
miles,  the  cldef  trotting  along  by  the  side  of 
Mr.  Jjiirleson,  and  his  hand  resting  on  the 
latter’s  thigh.  As  the  battle  opened  on  the 
following  day  by  General  Burleson,  Jonathan, 
and  his  Indian  braves  entered  the  fight,  and 
were  victorious.  Jonathan  Burleson  was 
afterward  a member  of  a company  of  minute 
men  until  1845,  when  he  retired  fi'om  service, 
and  engaged  in  farnung  and  stock  raising, 
lie  secured  the  first  grant  of  land  from  the 
Mexican  or  Spanish  Government,  and  the 
town  of  Elgin  is  now  located  on  a portion  of 
this  headriirlit.  He  afterward  secured  three- 
quarters  of  a league  from  the  Bepublic  of 
Texas  in  what  is  now  Caldwell  county, 
although  he  located  on  a small  place  near 
where  the  town  of  Bastrop  now  stands. 

Mr.  Burleson  was  first  married  under  the 
laws  of  Mexico,  in  about  1833,  to  Miss 
Nancy  B.Blakey,and  this  was  the  first  or  one  of 
the  first  marriages  consummated  in  Bastrop. 
Mrs.  Burleson  was  a daugnter  of  Thomos 
and  Nancy  Blakey,  the  latter  a native  of 
Kentucky.  In  about  1830  her  father  came 
from  Bowling  Green,  that  State,  to  Brazoria, 
Brazoria  county , Texas,  where  he  followed 
farming  and  stock  raising.  His  death 
occurred  in  1832.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blakey  had 
ten  children,  viz.:  Martha,  married  Robert 
Mitchell,  and  both  are  now  deceased;  Sarah, 
married  Robert  Anderson,  both  also  deceased; 
Thursey,  deceamd,  was  the  wife  of  Noah 
Smithwick,  of  California;  Maliala,  deceased, 
was  three  times  married,  first  to  John  Ander- 


j son,  second  to  Jepthia  Boyce,  and  third  to 
j ’William  Simmons;  Nancy  B.,  mother  of  our 
I subject;  John  AV^.,  deceased;  Edward,  who 
was  shot  throagh  the  head  at  a battle  of 
Brushy  creek  by  Indians;  Everett  C., 
deceased;  Evaline,  married  AVilliam  11.  Gar- 
rett, and  both  are  now  deceased;  and  Lemuel 
J.,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  San  Jacin- 
to. when  only  a boy.  Mrs.  Blakey  died  in 
1853.  After  the  war  of  1836  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  was  established,  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Burleson  were  married  the  second  time, 
as  their  former  marriatje  was  not  considered 
as  legal  as  it  should  be.  They  continued  to 
live  ill  this  section  until  their  death,  Air. 
Burleson  dying  December  3,  1879,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years,  and  his  wife  died 
June  7,  1889,  aged  seventy-eight  years. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Burle- 
son was  also  identified  with  the  A.  F. 
& A.  AI.,  and  the  R.  A.  AI.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  Edward  B.,  our 
subject;  Nancy;  Thomas;  John  A.;  A.  H.  E. ; 
J.  R.,  deceased;  Alahala,  wife  of  AVilliam 
Alontgomery,  of  AIcCulloch  county,  Texas; 
and  Leman,  wife  of  Oscar  Thompson,  also  of 
that  county. 

Edward  B.  Burleson,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  only  a limited  education,  w’as 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  began  work  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  For  two 
years  he  farmed  on  rented  land,  the  first  year 
in  Bastrop  county,  and  afterward  on  the  San. 
Marcos  river,  in  Caldwell  county.  In  1862 
he  purchased  a farm  of  500  acres  in  the  latter 
county,  on  credit,  where  he  moved  his  wife 
and  twenty-three  negroes.  He  was  to  jiay 
s2,000  for  the  place,  every  dollar  of  which 
was  paid  by  Airs.  Burleson  while  he  was 
fiirhtino-  for  his  native  land  in  the  late  war, 
she  also  puying  all  doctor’s  bills  and  other 
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expenses,  and  liad  the  farm  well  stoeked  with 
cattle,  horses,  mules,  etc.  Mr.  Ijiti  leson  joined 
Coiii])any  K,  Seventeenth  Texas  Infantry,  un- 
der Captain  John  Tabor  and  Colonel  K.  T.  P. 
Allen,  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi  De- 
partment, and  was  afterward  transferred  to 
Company  D,  Twelfth  Texas  Cavalry,  under 
Colonel  W.  U.  Parsons.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  Yellow 
Pavou,  and  was  in  all  the  eufragements 
anaiiist  Banks  from  Mansfield  to  Alexandria, 
Louisana.  C4eneral  Steel  called  for  fifteen 
volunteers  to  tro  in  front  of  General  ihaiiks’ 
command,  and  to  harrass  them  as  long  as  was 
deemed  consistent.  Mr.  Burleson  was  one 
of  the  number,  but  not  placed  in  command 
of  the  volunteers,  and  was  with  the  scouts 
continually  in  front  of  and  some  times  in 
General  Banks’  lines.  lie  had  many  narrow 
escapes  from  the  enemy,  and  on  one  occasion, 
while  inside  of  General  Banks’  lines,  and 
near  a canebrake,  he  was  attacked  by  the 
United  States  soldiers,  and  vvas  obliged  to 
run  into  the  cane.  He  afterwards  made  his 
way  to  a Mr.  Bradley’s  house,  where  the 
general’s  cavalry  was  camped,  remained 
there  with  a comrade  until  twelve  o’clock 
that  night,  when  a terrible  rain  storm  drove 
them  to  a cotten  gin  of  Mr.  Bradley,  but 
they  there  discovered  about  twenty-five  Fed- 
eral soldiers  sleeping,  and  they  then  returned 
to  the  house  for  breakfast.  Mr.  Burleson 
was  chased  to  the  cane  brake  a second  time. 
He  was  slightly  w^ounded,  but  was  never  cap- 
tured. After  the  close  of  the  stmorcrle  he 
was  engaged  in  farming  tw’o  years,  and  in 
1807  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Lockhart.  The  venture  proved  unsuccessful; 
he  in  1869,  purchased  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides,  consisting  of  320  acres  t)f  Colo- 
rado river  bottom  land,  located  two  miles 
west  of  Bastroj),  a portion  of  his  grand- 


mother Blakey’s  headright.  Mr.  Burleson 
has  added  to  his  original  pui'chase  until  ho 
now  owns  1,200  acres,  of  this  landright,  500 
acres  of  which  is  under  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation, where  he  makes  a specialty  of  raising 
Hereford  cattle.  His  wife  also  owns  640 
acres  of  land  in  Tom  Green  county. 

February  14,  1860,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marriarre  with  Miss  Mattie  A.  Dorn,  a 
native  of  Mississippi,  and  a daughter  of 
Robert  and  Mary  (Carson)  Dorn.  The  Car- 
son  family  are  related  to  Kit  Carson,  of 
western  fame.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorn  came  to 
Texas  in  1849  or  1850,  and  encracred  in  farm- 

O O 

ing  and  stock-raising  in  Caldw'ell  county. 
Ho  died  in  1869,  and  his  wife  in  1879, 
both  havincr  been  members  of  the  Cumber- 

O 

land  Presbyterian  Church.  They  had  seven 
children,  four  of  wdiom  grew  to  years  of  ma- 
turity, viz.:  Sarah,  who  married  Nathan  Reed, 
and  both  are  now  deceased;  Eliza  R.,  widow 
of  W.  T.  Reed;  Martha  A.,  widow  of  James 
H.  Duke:  lYilliam,  deceased;  and  Mattie  A., 
wife  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burleson 
have  had  eight  children,  namely;  William  E., 
of  Edwards  county,  Texas;  John  A.,  also  of 
that  county;  and  Robert  D.,  Lemuel  R., 
Bruce,  Mattie  M.,  Ula  and  Nannie,  at  home. 
Mr.  Burleson  is  independent  in  political  mat- 
ters, and  socially,  is  a member  of  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M , Gamble  Lodge,  No.  244,  of  Bas- 
troj)  Chapter,  No.  195,  and  of  the  K.  of  H. 


M ark  JONES,  a pioneer  and  merchant 
of  Williamson  county,  was  horn  in 
. the  province  of  Breslau,  Germany, 
in  1837,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  country.  De- 
cember 6,  1854,  he  came  to  America,  landing 
in  New  York,  and,  having  served  an  appren- 
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ticoship  ill  a dry -goods  house,  and  also  re- 
ceived a diploma  from  a business  college,  he 
was  engaged  there  one  year  as  clerk  in  a 
jewelry  stoi'e.  In  1855  he  located  in  Keokuk, 
Iowa;  in  the  spring  of  185G  located  for  a 
short  time  in  La  Grange,  Missouri,  and  in  the 
same  year  came  overland  to  Texas,  in  com- 
jiany  with  George  Xeely,  of  Pike  comity^ 
Illinois.  They  arrived  in  Grimes  county  in 
Pebrnary  1857.  After  coming  to  this  State, 
Mr.  Jones  chancred  his  name  from  Jonas  to 
Jones,  his  people  being  still  known  by  the 
former  name.  lie  has  one  brother  living  in 
Chicago.  While  residing  in  Grimes  county, 
Mr.  Jones  was  encraoed  in  tradincr  in  stock, 
principally  in  horses.  In  1858  he  came  to 
Williamson  county,  locating  near  where  Flor- 
ence now  is,  which  was  at  that  time  called 
Prookville.  He  brought  with  him  a number 
of  horses  of  his  own,  also  a drove  belonging 
to  William  Howard,  of  Mississippi,  which  he 
took  care  of  for  three  years.  In  1861  he  re- 
turned with  his  horses  to  Grimes  county. 

At  the  opening  of  the  late  war,  in  1861, 
although  a Union  man,  Mr.  Jones  joined  the 
Confederate  army,  McCowen’s  Battalion,  and 
went  to  the  city  of  Waco.  While  there  the 
companies  reorganized  into  Gurley’s  Reg- 
iment, known  as  the  Thirtieth  Texas  Cavalry. 
Mr.  Jones  was  a member  of  Company  U, 
under  Captain  Strayhorn,  and  soon  after  the 
reorganization  of  his  regiment  he  secured  a 
furlough  to  go  home.  Previous  to  leaving 
camp  he  had  done  some  writing  for  the  com- 
pany, which  pleased  Colonel  Gurley  and  his 
regimental  quartermaster.  Captain  Abney, 
and  on  his  return  Mr.  Jones  was  appointed 
(Quartermaster’s  Clei-k.  He  filled  that  posi- 
tion until  the  regiment  arrived  at  Houston, 
where  they  were  ordered  to  dismount  and  go 
to  Brownsville,  althomdi  thev  did  not  leave 
their  horses  until  arriving  in  Colorado  county. 


They  then  marched  on  foot  until  Bee  county 
was  reached,  whei’e  they  received  orders  to 
go  into  camp  at  Cyjiress  City.  While  there 
Mr.  Jones  resigned  his  position  as  Quarter- 
master’s Clerk  for  the  regiment,  and  accepted 
the  othce  of  Clerk  of  the  (Quartermaster’s 
Department  at  Houston,  where  he  remained 
nine  months.  He  was  the  only  man  taken 
from  his  ranks  to  fill  a position  in  tliat  de- 
partment. His  work  was  sent  to  Richmond, 
then  the  seat  of  the  Confederate  Government. 
Mr.  Jones  afterward  joined  his  coinjiany  and 
served  as  a private  until  the  close  of  the 
struggle.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Pocky  and  Cabin  Creek.  At  the  latter 
place  300  wagons  and  1,200  mules  were  cap- 
tured. The  company  disbanded  on  the  Bra- 
zos river,  in  Falls  county,  after  which  Mr. 
Jones  resumed  the  stock  business  in  Florence. 
In  1866  he  sold  his  stock  to  a Mr.  McCrary, 
and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
Georgetown,  in  company  with  James  Knight, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years.  He  next 
located  on  a farm  on  the  Gabriel,  and  from 
1880  to  1892  was  engaged  in  stock-raisin o- 
and  fanning  at  this  place,  selling  his  posses- 
sions in  the  latter  year  for  §25,000.  Mr. 
Jones  owns  a beautiful  home  and  considerable 
other  city  property  in  Taylor  and  Granger, 
and  is  now  engaged  in  the  banking  business 
in  the  town  of  Granger,  Williamson  county, 
Texas. 

In  1861  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mariah 
Pyle,  a native  of  Vermilion  county,  Indiana, 
and  a daughter  of  Robert  and  Martha  (Ma- 
lone) Pyle.  To  this  union  were  born  seven 
children:  Clara,  w'ife  of  W.  T.  Soul;  Mattie, 
now’  Mrs.  Charles  Sullivan;  Minnie,  wife  of 
Dr.  Keown,  of  AVaco;  Jettie,  Alamie,  Birdie 
and  Harrie.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
1885.  She  was  a member  of  the  Baptist 
I Church.  In  1887  Mr.  Jones  married  Mrs. 
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Nannie  Emery,  nee  Tlireadgell.  They  have 
one  danerhter,  Adaline.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a mem- 
her  of  the  Cnmderland  Presl)yterian  Chnrcli. 
Mr.  J ones  affiliates  with  tlie  A.  E.  & A.  M., 
Solomon  Lodge,  No.  484,  and  the  R.  A.  M., 
of  this  city,  and  witli  the  I.  O.  O.  E.,  of 
Georgetown. 

I R.  JONES. — The  subject  of  tliis  notice 
I has  lived  on  Te.xas  soil  sixty-nine  years 
and  is  therefore  probably  the  oldest 
Texan  in  Milam  county  and  among  the  oldest 
in  the  State.  He  is  a native  of  Vincennes, 
Indiana,  but  comes  of  Southern  ancestors,  his 
father,  Allen  C.  Jones,  having  been  born  on 
the  Yadkin  river  in  North  Carolina,  in  1785, 
where  Jesse  Jones,  father  of  Allen  C.  and 
grandfather  of  James  R.,  settled  towards  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century.  Jesse  Jones  i 
was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  a patriot  in  the 
times  that,  as  the  historian  wrote,  “ tried 
mens’  souls.”  After  taking  an  honorable 
part  in  the  colonial  struggle  for  independence, 
he  settled  on  a farm  in  North  Carolina 
where  he  passed  his  remaining  days,  dying 
there,  well  advanced  in  years.  Allen  C.  Jones 
was  reared  in  North  Carolina  where  he 
learned  farming  and  mastered  the  trades  of 
carpentering,  cabinet -making  and  blacksmitli- 
incr.  He  followed  these  trades  in  his  native 

D 

State  and  in  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Tennessee  and  Indiana,  before  liis  removal  to 
Texas,  in  1824.  He  was  a man  of  great  in- 
dustry and  originality  and  like  “Tubal  Cain” 
of  old  was  known  as  “an  artificer”  amoncr 
men.  On  coming  to  Texas,  in  1824,  he  re- 
sided in  Nacogdoches  county,  then  the  first 
stopping  place  of  most  of  the  early  settlers. 
Later  he  moved  to  ^Montgomery  county  where  i 
he  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  | 


moving  thence  in  1845,  when  he  settled  in 
Goliad  county,  where  he  died  in  1854.  He 
had  considerable  experience,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, having  served  under  General  Jackson  in 
the  war  of  1812,  in  the  Seminole  war  and  in 
the  war  l)y  which  Texas  won  its  indepen- 
dence, and  having  held,  in  Montgomery 
county,  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
County  Commissioner  and  Commissioner  of 
the  Land  Poai'd.  He  was  three  times  married 
and  was  the  father  of  fourteen  children.  He 
first  married  Margaret  Ann  Hynes,  who  re- 
sided near  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  by  whom 
he  had  five  children:  Delathia,  Keetion  M., 

Andrew  J.,  James  R.  and  Charles  C.  His 
wife  died,  in  1824,  and  he  married  Jane 
Cranford,  by  whom  he  had  six  children: 
Martha,  Teretha,  Clarissa,  Allen  C.,  Rhoda 
and  Sam  II.  This  wife  died,  about  1829,  and 
for  his  third  companion  he  married  Mrs. 
Marias  Stone,  by  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren: David  C.,  George  W.  and  Fannie.  Of 
these  fourteen  sons  and  daughters  but  four 
are  now  living,  the  subject  of  this  sketcli  be- 
ing the  eldest  of  this  number;  James  R. 
was  born  January  6,  1822.  He  was  an  in- 
fant when  his  parents  moved  to  Texas.  His 
childhood  and  youth  were  passed  mainly  in 
Nacogdoches  and  Montgomery  counties  and 
did  not  differ  materially  from  that  of  other 
boys  of  his  day.  He  was  old  enough  to  know 
something  of  the  scenes  which  he  saw  enacted 
around  him  during  the  days  of  the  Texas 
revolution  (1835-’36)  in  which  he  took  an  in- 
cidental part  as  a member  of  the  Home 
Guards  organized  to  keep  down  Indian 
depredations  and  to  quell  incipient  revolts 
on  the  part  of  Mexicans  domiciled  on  Texas 
soil.  Having  been  almost  reared  in  the  sad- 
dle and  familiar  from  early  youth  with  stock, 
young  Jones  naturally  turned  his  attention 
in  this  direction  when  he  began  the  duties  of 
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life  for  liimself.  For  sever:il  years  he  was 
einraoed  in  tlie  liaiaiess  husiness  in  southwest 
Texas  — princi[»ally  in  (foliad  county.  After 
this,  about  the  year  1854,  he  settled  in  Leon 
county,  some  six  miles  north  of  Centerville, 
whei'e  he  married  and  enoai^ed  in  the  settled 
pursuits  of  agriculture.  In  185G  he  moved 
to  Milam  county  and  located  on  Fond  creek, 
where  he  purchased  land  and  has  since  re- 
sided, He  thus  became  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  this  vicinity  and  has  witnessed  the 
gradual  settlement  and  development  of  the 
country  in  which  he  has  done  his  full  share. 
]\Ir.  Jones’  peaceful  ways  give  no  suggestion 
of  the  exciting  scenes  of  a military  nature 
through  which  he  has  passed.  As  he  sits  and 
quietly  discusses  the  problems  of  peace  and 
gives  his  views  on  matters  of  practical  concern, 
it  is  hard  to  realize  that  here  is  a man  who  has 
fought  the  Indians  all  over  the  frontier  of 
Texas,  who  bore  arms  in  the  Mexican-Indian 
upiusing  of  1838-9,  who  was  in  the  expedi- 
tion on  the  southwestern  frontier  under  Wil- 
son and  Somerville  in  1842-3  and  who  served 
throughout  the  entire  period  of  the  four 
years’  struggle  during  the  late  war,  taking 
part  in  the  defense  of  Galveston,  the  capture 
of  Sat)ine  Fass  and  the  series  of  sanguinary 
engagements  following  Banks’  campaign  up 
Red  river.  Yet  such  is  a fact  and  such  are 
the  men  who  wrested  this  splendid  domain 
from  the  hands  of  the  savages  and  maruading 
bands  of  Mexicans  and  have  done  so  much 
to  convert  it  into  a;i  empire  where  have 
flourished  all  the  arts  aud  industries  of  peace. 

In  November,  1848,  Mr.  Jones  married 
Miss  Mary  B.  White,  daughter  of  Robert 
White,  mention  of  whom  will  be  found  in 
the  sketch  of  Colvin  C.  White  elsewhei-e  in 
this  volume.  This  lady  died  in  1808  having 
burne  her  husbaml  the  following  thildren: 
Charles  C.,  who  now  resides  in  Callahan 


county;  Margaret  Ann,  the  deceased  wife  of 
Josc])h  Hancock;  Nancy  Ann,  the  deceased 
wife  of  Fat  Lester;  .luliet,  the  deceased  wife 
of  S.  M.  niaine;  Richard  IL,  of  Milam 
county;  Mary  Lodema,  the  deceased  wife  of 
B.  L.  Bozeman;  and  a daughter,  Alice,  and 
three  sons  all  of  whom  died  young. 

Mr.  Jones  married  Ann  Moor,  April  8, 
1809,  and  this  lady  died  December  3,  1882. 
He  married  Mrs.  S.  J.  Giddinos,  March  23, 
1884.  He  has  no  cliildren  by  either  of  his 
last  marriages. 

The  I'eligious  connection  of  the  family  is 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  Mr.  Jones  having 
held  a membership  in  the  Little  River 
Church  for  about  thirty  years. 


R.-  ROBERT  McCFLLOCH  is  a na- 
tive of  what  was  formerly  Orange, 
now  Alamance  county.  North  Caro- 
lina, where  he  was  born  November  13,  1824, 
on  a farm  where  his  father,  Moore  McCul- 
loch, was  also  born  May  4,  1784.  Moore 
McCulloch  was  a son  of  Robert  McCulloch, 
who  was  a native  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  a weaver 
by  trade,  who  immigrated  to  America  about 
the  middle  of  the  last  century  in  company 
with  two  brothers,  and  settled  in  Orange 
county.  North  Carolina.  He  served,  as  did 
also  his  brothers,  in  the  Coloines’  war  for  in- 
dep,endence,  and,  coming  out  of  that  long 
and  arduous  struggle  with  honor,  and  unin- 
jured by  the  conllict  in  which  he  had  taken 
part,  he  settled  down  to  peaceful  pursuits  in 
his  ado])ted  Stale,  and  there  passed  his  sub- 
se<pient  life,  <lying  there  well  advanced  in 
age.  Robert  McCulloch  married  MarySmith, 
a (laughter  of  John  Smith,  and  l)y  this  union 
had  six  childi-en:  William,  Sallie,  John,  Jo- 

seph, Belsie  and  Moore.  The  youngest  of 
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tliese,  Moore,  who  was  tlie  lather  of  the  sub-  I 
ject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  in  liis  native  t 
comity,  and  there  lived  and  died,  his  deatli 
occurriiifT  August  28,  1848,  in  the  sixty- 
fourth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a planter  by 
occupation,  a man  of  no  public  record  but  a 
volunteer  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  which,  how-  j 
ever,  he  saw  no  active  service,  peace  having  | 
been  declared  before  his  command,  which 
was  raised  late,  got  into  the  field.  Moore 
McCulloch  married  Lydia,  the  daughter  of  j 
Thomas  McCulloch,  a native  of  llelfast,  Ire- 
land, whose  wife  was  Mary  Cautrol,  and  who  | 
had  the  followingchildren:  Andrew,  Thomas, 
David,  Lydia,  Fattie  and  Sallie.  Moore  and 
Lydia  McCullock  had  the  following  children: 
Thomas;  Margaret,  who  was  married  to  Dan- 
iel Tickle;  Mary,  who  was  married  to  Allen 
Gant;  Robert,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Josiah;  Lydia  J.  E.;  Ellen,  who  became  the 
wife  of  S.  C.  Fox;  Elizabeth,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  John  P.  Albright;  and  Sarah  Jane, 
who  was  married  to  Peter  Waggoner. 

Robert  McCulloch,  with  whom  this  article 
is  mainly  concerned,  was  reared  on  the  farm 
where  he  was  born,  in  Alamance  county, 
North  Carolina,  spending  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  the  labors,  sports  and  diversions 
common  to  farm  life  in  those  days  and  re- 
ceiving in  the  intervals  of  these  pursuits  and 
diversions  the  rudiments  of  a common  En- 
glish education  in  the  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. lie  began  reading  medicine  at  the 
age  of  twenty  under  the  preceptorship  of  Dr. 
E.  F.  Watson,  a successful  physician  of  Ala- 
mance county,  with  whom  he  spent  the 
greater  part  of  three  years.  He  then  gradu-  i 
ated,  in  1852,  from  the  Jefferson  i\[edical 
College  of  Philadelphia,  and  located  for  the  j 
practice  of  his  profession  in  his  native  coun- 
ty. Two  yeai's  were  spent  in  that  county 
and  one  in  Lenoir  county,  when,  in  1855,  In' 


came  to  'I’exas  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Milam  conntv-  Resuming  the  practice  at 
once  in  his  new  home,  he  has  followed  it 
actively  and  with  reasonable  success  since. 
Dr.  McCulloch  has  resided  fo^  the  last  thirty- 
eight  years  in  the  locality  where  he  first 
settled,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Milam  county, 
near  Maysfield.  AVhen  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  this  vicinity  the  country  was  very  sparsely 
settled,  and- the  circuit  of  his  calls  extended 
from  Little  river  to  Pond  creek  and  from 
Elm  creek  to  the  Brazos  river,  llis  profes- 
sional duties  were  necessarily  pursued  under 
conditions  that  called  into  exercise  the  best 
qualities  that  he  possessed.  For  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duties  he  has  endeared  him- 
self to  the  people  of  the  locality  wliere  he 
lives,  and  there  are  many,  especially  among 
the  older  citizens,  who  will  have  no  one  else 
when  overtaken  l)y  sickness.  Like  most 
other  country  physicians,  Dr.  McCulloch  has 
always  had  more  or  less  farming  interests, 
and  in  addition  to  his  professional  duties  has 
devoted  considerable  time  to  agriculture  and 
other  pursuits. 

November  6,  1855,  Dr.  McCulloch  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  C.  Moss,  a native  of 
Talladega,  Alabama,  and  a daughter  of  A.  II. 
Moss,  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  Februai'y 
22,  1800.  A.  II.  Moss  was  a son  of  William 
Moss,  who  was  also  a Virginian  by  birth. 
William  Moss  married  Charlotte  Cooper,  and 
hail  the  following  children:  John;  Jane,  who 
married  Henry  Franklyn;  Courtny,  who 
was  marrieJ  to  John  Tardy;  Mary,  who 
was  married  to  Dr.  Willis  Franklyn;  Char 
ity,  who  was  married  to  Stnith  L.  Young; 
William;  and  Elizabeth,  who  was  married  to 
Dr.  James  Hopkins. 

A.  II.  Moss  was  reared  a farmer,  imii- 
gi'ated  to  Alabama  at  the  agi^  of  twenty- 
two,  settling  in  Talladega  county;  moved 
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tlieiice,  twelve  yeai'S  later,  to  Oktibbeha 
conntv,  M issiasi])pi,  and  thence  in  1852  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Milam  county,  which  was 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1804.  lie  married  Jane  B..  a daughter  of 
Jeremiah  and  Phoebe  Franklin,  and  by  this 
union  had  nine  children:  Eliza,  who  was 

married  to  Benjamin  Rentfrow;  Lou,  who  is 
unmarried;  Frank,  who  died  in  Texas  in 
1871);  Mary,  who  was  married  to  James  Col- 
, clougli;  Martha,  who  died  unmarried;  Eliza- 
heth  (Mrs.  McCulloch);  AVilliam,  who  was 
killed  in  the  Confederate  army  during  the 
late  war,  at  Jenkins’s  Ferry;  Benjamin,  who 
is  deceased;  and  Gi'ayson,  who  is  a i-esident 
of  this  State.  Mi’-  Moss  (called  by  courtesy 
Major  Moss)  was  a man  of  prominence  in 
Milam  county  for  a number  of  years  after 
his  removal  here.  He  was  extensively  en- 
iracrcd  in  the  stock  business  and  accumulated 
considerable  property.  Being  well  informed 
on  the  history  of  the  country,  a fluent  talker 
and  with  some  taste  for  political  life,  he  was 
often  called  on  to  address  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  did  so  cheerfully  and  to  the  delight  of 
his  hearers. 

Dr.  McCulloch  and  his  wife  have  had  horn 
to  them  two  children,  both  sons:  Marcus  H., 
a merchant  of  Rosebud,  Falls  county;  and 
Osmus  F.,  a merchant  of  Maystield,  Milam 
county.  The  Doctor  belongs  to  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  Mrs.  McCulloch  to  the  Methodist, 

JOHN  B.  TAYLOR,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent pioneer  settlers  of  Bastrop  coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Morgaji  county,  Ala- 
bama, November  30,  1823,  a son  of  Levi 
Tayhir,  and  Tem|ue  (Burle.'on)  Taylor.  The 
mother  was  a daughter  of  John  Burleson, 
who  died  in  Alal)am  a.  The  patei'ual  great- 


grandfather of  our  subject  was  killed  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  llis  son,  William  S.  Tay- 
lor, the  grand-father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  also  died  in  Alabama. 
Alter  the  death  of  his  father  he  was  taken 
by  an  uncle  to  Mobile,  and  settled  among 
the  Creek  Indians,  lie  was  subsequently 
taken  by  his  brothers  to  Georgia,  afterward 
went  to  Tennessee,  aftei’ward  moveil  to  Ala- 
bama. Le\’i  Taylor  was  raised  principally 
in  Tennessee,  afterward  moved  to  Alabama, 
and,  in  1853,  located  in  Nacogdoches  county, 
Texas,  where  he  died  in  1800.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  also  served  as  Ju.-- 
tice  of  the  Peace  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Taylor  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz.: 
Sai'ah  R.,  wife  of  J.  Cole,  of  Alaltama; 
Mary,  who  married  W.  J.  Blaidcenship; 
Nancy  W.,  now  Mrs.  Crosland,  of  Nacogdo- 
ches county;  John  B.,  our  subject;  Eliza  J.. 
wife  of  W.  Blackburn,  also  of  Nacoordoches 
county;  Artie  N..  now  Mrs.  Brewer;  Effie 
E.,  wife  of  William  Blackburn;  William  \V., 
deceased,  at  Houston,  while  serving  in  the 
Confederacy;  Charles,  of  Erath  county;  and 
Levi,  who  died  in  the  army,  in  Arkansas. 
Mrs.  Taylor  died  in  Erath  county,  Texas,  in 
1870.  The  parents  were  consistent  members 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 

John  B.  Taylor,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
began  reading  medicine  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  with  Dr.  Hays,  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala 
bama,  and  two  years  later  took  a course  of 
study  with  Dr.  Miller.  In  1848  he  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Jasper,  Ala- 
bama, but  two  years  afterwards  located  in 
Chickasaw  county,  Mississippi.  In  1851,  Air. 
Taylor  attended  medical  lectures  at  New  Or- 
leans; and  in  1852  lauded  at  Galveston, 
Texas;  traveled  over  the  IState  for  a time,  and 
tina  ly  located  at  Hopkinsville.  He  soon 
aftei-  began  the  |)i-actice  of  medicine  in  Fay- 
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ctte  comity,  and  in  1872  came  to  Sniitliville, 
Hastrop  comity.  After  locating  in  tliis  place 
lie  bcoan  I'arniinir  in  addition  to  his  incilical 

O ® 

practice,  later  engai^ed  in  general  merchan- 
dising, hut  soon  ahandoned  the  practice  of 
medicine  e.xccpt  with  his  particulai’  friends, 
and  still  continues  in  tliat  way.  After  eight 
years  of  merchandizing,  Mr.  Taylor  closed 
that  branch  of  his  business,  and  turned  his 
attention  entirely  to  farming.  He  has  now 
retired  from  all  active  work.  At  one  time 
he  served  as  Postmaster  of  Smithville. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  married  in  1860,  to  Miss 
Susan  N.  Purleson,  a native  of  this  county, 
and  a daughter  of  Joseph  Purleson,  who  came 
to  this  State  in  1833,  and  was  ainono;  the  tirst 
to  locate  in  Pastrop  comity.  Indians  and 
game  of  all  kinds  were  then  plentiful,  and  the 
father  took  part  in  all  the  Indian  raids  of 
this  part  of  the  country.  To  this  union  was 
horn  three  children:  Yancey  D.,  a fanner  ot 
this  county;  John,  of  Smithville,  and  Tem- 
ple F.,  wife  of  A.  G.  Fancette;  a farmer  and 
merchant  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Taylor  died  in 
1807,  and  in  1872,  onr  subject  married  his 
first  wife’s  sister,  Mrs.  Nancy  A.  Yancey, 
nee  Purleson.  Mr.  Taylor  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  his  wife  is  a member 
of  the  Primitive  Paptist  Church. 


Tj  W.  HENDERSON,  one  of  Milam  coun- 
K J ty’s  enterprising  farmers,  has  been  iden- 
tided  with  the  interests  of  Te.xas  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  is  justly  entitled  to 
some  per.sonal  consideration  in  this  work. 

He  was  born  in  Moulton,  Lawrence  county, 
.Vlabama,  May  25,  1833,  son  of  J.  T.  and 
jSIary  (Parclay)  Henderson.  The  father  died 
about  1835,  and  the  mother,  having  married 
aoain,  mo\ed  to  Texas  in  1837,  and  scuttled 


near  AV'^oodville  in  Tyler  (*omity.  There  tlic 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reareil  to  farm 
life,  with  educational  advantages  limited.  In 
.January,  1851,  being  then  in  his  twenty-lirst 
year,  he  came  to  Milam  county,  where  he  se- 
cured work  on  a fann  of  .Tohn  Cidlins,  at 
.S15  ])er  month.  He  I'emained  thus  employed 
until  September  of  that  year,  when  he  joined 
an  expedition  under  Charles  E.  Travis,  son  of 
one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Alamo,  and  foi' 
twelve  months  ranged  in  the  westeni  and 
northwestern  part  of  Texas.  Returning  then 
to  Milam  county,  he  was  engaged  in  freight- 
ing and  overseeing  until  the  opening  of  the 
late  war.  Ho  entei-ed  the  Confederate  army 
in  1861,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the 
commissary  and  ti'ansportation  department, 
where  he  served  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 

In  1867  he  embarked  in  the  live  stock 
business,  which  was  then  the  principal  indus- 
try of  the  State,  and  gave  it  his  attention  un- 
til 1877,  at  first  carrying  on  operations  alone, 
aftei  ward  being  a member  of  Cragan  Peef 
Packing  Companv  of  New  York,  and  still 
later,  being  with  the  firm  of  Henderson,  Peall 
& Powers,  raising;  and  shinning  cattle  from 
1873  to  1877. 

In  1877  he  closed  out  his  stock  business, 
and,  having  made  some  investments  from 
time  to  time  in  Milam  county  lands,  turned 
his  attention  to  the  improvement  of  these 
and  to  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  en- 
tered at  Yarrellton.  Farming,  ginning,  mer- 
chandising and  stock  growing  have  since 
formel  his  business  pur»''uits.  His  entire 
time  has  been  alisorbed  with  these,  and  he 
has  met  with  the  usual  successes  and  re- 
verses incident  to  such  interests  and  enter- 
prites.  From  1887  to  1862  h'e  was  in  the 
cattle  business  in  iMenard  county,  in  jiailner- 
ship  with  Jidiiis  Range  of  Galveston.  ()iie 
public  position  is  all  he  e\'cr  lilh'(l,  that  be 
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ing  tlie  oHice  of  C.attle  Inspector,  wliicli  lie 
held  for  about  lifteen  years.  He  interests 
himself  in  both  comity  and  State  politics  and 
is  a leader  in  these  matters  in  the  locality 
where  ho  resides,  being  a stanch  Democrat 
with  progressive  ideas. 

In  1857  Mr.  Henderson  married  Miss  Mary 
Dobbins,  of  Milam  county,  danghter  of  Will- 
iam Dobbins,  deceased,  and  a niece  of  John 
Cnllins,  the  man  for  whom  Mr.  Henderson 
first  worked  when  he  came  to  this  county. 
They  had  twelve  children,  five  of  whom  are 
deceased:  AValter,  R.  B.,  Catherine,  Anna 
and  Lillie.  The  others  are  J.  T.,  William, 
Richard,  Mary  E.,  Jennie,  Eugenia  and  Henry 
C.,  most  of  whom  are  grown  and  married. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  June  1880. 
February  2,  1881,  Mr.  Henderson  married 
Miss  Mary  Avera,  a native  of  Mississippi, 
l)orn  March  19,  1856.  Her  father,  H.  R. 
Avera,  moved  to  Texas  in  1868,  first  settled 
in  Robertson  county,  and  from  there  moved 
to  Bell  county,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hender- 
son w'ere  married.  They  have  seven  sons  and 
one  daughter,  namely:  Walter,  Carrie,  Har- 
die,  Thomas,  Earnest,  Alexander,  Julius  and 
Dwite. 

Mr.  Henderson  was  made  a Mason  in  1861, 
and  has  been  an  active  member  of  the  order 
ever  since.  He  takes  a prominent  part  in 
everything  relating  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity where  he  lives,  being  always  ready  to 
encourage  every  worthy  purpose  looking  to 
the  upbuilding  of  the  material,  moral,  social' 
and  religious  interests  of  society. 


Ti'OHN  W.  da  liLIiVdTON,  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers  and  leading  farmers  of 
Texas;  was  born  in  Virginia,  Febrnarv 
5,  1821,  a son  ot  John  Darlington,  a native 


of  Ireland,  lie  came  to  .America  when  a 
young  man,  was  a soldici-  in  the  war  of  1812, 
in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  and  was  with 
Lewis  and  Clarke  in  their  exjjoring  expedi- 
tion across  the  Rocky  mountains,  which  was 
the  first  expedition  sent  by  the  Government 
to  cross  to  the  Pacific.  He  was  a well 
educated  man  and  followed  teaching  as  a 
profession.  After  returning  to  Virginia, 
Mr.  Darlington  met  and  married  Mrs.  Hen- 
rietta Nuzum,  a daughter  of  Stansbnrry,  and 
Sarah  (Kinzie)  Lang,  of  Scotch-Irish  parent- 
acre-  The  father  was  also  a soldier  in  the 

O 

war 'of  1812.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darlington  had 
two  children, — Mary,  formerly  of  Virginia, 
and  John  W.,  our  subject.  The  father  died 
in  1820,  a short  time  before  the  birth  of 
our  subject. 

John  W.  Darlington,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  came  to  Texas  January  14,  1888, 
landing  in  what  is  now  Matagorda,  but  a 
short  time  altenvard  came  to  what  is  now 
Wharton  county.  In  May,  1838,  he  located 
in  Bastrop,  now  Travis  county,  where  he 
remained  sick  with  the  chills  one  year.  In 
the  spring  of  1839  Mr.  Darlington  engaged 
in  freighting  with  ox  teams  from  Houston  to 
Bastrop,  and  later  went  to  Austin,  where  he 
worked  on  the  first  public  buildings  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas  in  that  city,  the  lumber 
of  which  the  State  House  and  Governor’s 
•mansion  was  made  having  been  sawed  by 
hand,  in  which  Mr.  Darlington  assisted.  The 
first  contractor.  Mr.  Porter,  never  paid  many 
of  his  men,  our  subject  being  among  the 
number.  In  1840  he  worked  on  a farm  in 
Travis  county,  in  1841-2  followed  that  occu- 
pation on  the  shares  in  the  same  county,  and 
in  1842  was  called  out  to  repel  a Mexican 
invasion,  under  ( lenend  Vasipiez.  4’hey  came 
to  take  San  Antonio,  and  committed  many 
(le[iredatioris.  'I'lie  little  liand  of  which  Mr. 
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Darlingto!)  was  a meinbei',  under  (’aptaiii 
Tom  (rrcen,  Colonel  Caldwell  and  Gen- 
eral Burleson,  did  not  reach  San  Antonio  in 
time  to  participate  in  the  struggle,  Init 
while  in  Austin,  on  Ids  way  to  San  Antotdo 
to  meet  General  Vasqnez,  his  horse  was 
stolen.  Having  enlisted,  he  had  to  purchase 
another  horse,  which  aidmal  he  had  to  “work 
out”  after  his  return.  August  12,  1840, 
Mr.  Darlitigton  with  a company  of  citizen 
soldiers,  had  a severe  battle  with  the  Coman- 
che Indians  at  Blum  creek,  in  what  is  now 
Caldwell  county.  The  whites  numbered  less 
than  200,  and  the  Indians  about  1,000.*  The 
latter  were  armed  vvitli  arrows,  speai's  and  a 
few  guns.  The  Indians  stood  only  one  fire 
of  the  whites,  which  killed  many  of  their 
number,  and  only  two  white  men  were 
wounded.  This  was  a running  fight  of  twelve 
miles,  in  which  manv  red  men  were  sent  to 
tlie  happy  hunting  ground,  and  which  broke 
the  war  spirit  of  the  Cuinanche  braves.  In 
the  noted  Webster  massacre  of  1839,  Mr. 
Darlington  barely  escaped  death. 

During  a portion  of  the  year  1842,  Mr. 
Darlington  was  engaged  in  working  for  his 
second  horse,  but  while  in  Austin  it  was 
stolen  from  him.  During  that  year  General 
Wall  came  in  with  a force  of  Mexican  soldiers 
with  canon.  The  citizen  soldiers  marched 
almost  in  a body  to  Salado  creek,  five  miles 
from  8an  Antonio,  where  they  were  organ- 
ized, ail'd  "placed  under  tlie  command  of 
Mattiiew  Coldwell.  They  there  met  General 
Wall,  where  a desperate  battle  ensued,  but 
the  Texans  were  victorious.  They  followed 
General  Wall  to  Hondo  creek,  and  this  was 
the  last  raid  the  Mexicans  ever  made  into 
this  State  for  the  purpose  of  tigliting  the 
Texans.  l\Ir.  Darlington  then  returned  home, 
but  in  the  same  fall  en<ra'’ed  in  fiinnim'-  on 
rented  land  in  Rusk  county.  4\vo  years 


later,  in  1844,  he  purchased  his  first  farm 
in  this  State,  but  in  1845  sohl  his  land  and 
retnnied  to  Travis  county.  He  was  there 
eniraired  in  farmimj*  and  stock  raisiim  on 
rented  land  until  1849;  from  that  time  until 
1873  farmed  on  his  own  land,  and  in  the 
latter  year  purchased  520  acres  four  miles 
from  where  Hutto  is  now  located,  for  which 
he  paid  $5  per  acre.  He  now  owns  520  acres 
of  land,  300  aci'es  which  is  under  a fine  state 
of  cultivation,  and  the  rest  in  ]>asture.  On 
the  place  aie  good  buildings,  and  all  farm 
conveniences.  Mr.  Darlington  has  also 
eiven  land  to  his  children.  In  1884  he 
rented  his  farm  and  purchased  a home  in 
Taylor,  where  he  still  resides. 

During  the  late  war  Mr.  Darlington 
served  as  a private  in  a company  of  rangers, 
commanded  by  Captain  Graham.  This  com- 
pany was  organized  under  tlie  State  Mili- 
tary law,  but  the  troops  were  only  fur- 
nished with  amunition.  They  were  stationed 
on  the  northern  border  of  Coryell  county, 
but  were  kept  moving  most  of  the  time. 
Major  Erath  having  charge  of  the  entire 
command  scattered  along  the  border  of  the 
Sta7e. 

October  19,  1843,  Mr.  Darlington  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ellen  J.  Love, 
a daughter  of  Wade  and  Jane  (Wilson)  Love. 
The  father  was  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  life.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  was  stationed  in  Canada,  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  battles  fought  in  that 
section,  and  remained  on  the  Lakes  and  in 
the  Northern  army  for  four  ytmrs.  After 
returning  home  he  went  to  South  Carolina, 
and  later  moved  to  where  Atlanta  is  now 
located,  where  he  followed  mercantile  pur- 
suits. He  raised  a company  for  the  protec- 
I tion  of  the  settlers,  was  a gieat  friend  of 
I Chiet  McIntosh,  and  assisted  in  the  land 
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ti-adc  between  the  Itidiiuis  and  wliites.  In 
1883,  Mr.  Love  iX‘ino\ed  to  Keiitiieky,  one 
year  Irder  went  to  Mississip|)i,  in  183U  came 
overland  I’roni  Salem,  that  State,  to  Ti’avis 
county,  Texa^,  and  three  years  afterward  went 
to  liutk  county,  wliere  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising.  Mr.  and  Mivs. 
Love  were  the  parents  of  eight  childi'en, 
viz.:  Martin  A.,  of  Llano  conntv,  Texas; 
John  W.,  of  Gonzales  comity,  David  ().,  de- 
ceased, was  a i-anger  in  the  State  service, 
and  was  on  the  expedition  to  San  Antonio; 
Mary  E.,  widow  of  William  Griffin,  and  a 
resident  of  Rusk  county,  Ellen  J.,  wife  of 
onr  subject;  Alexander  H.  and  Wesley  L., 
of  Cory'ell  county,  and  Leonard  R,  of  Fort 
Davis.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Love  died  in  Coryell 
county,  and  were  buried  at  Gatesville.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Darlington  have  had  ten  children, 
namely:  MaryJ.,  widow  of  John  Cavenaugh; 
J.  B. ; Martha  A.,  wife  of  Lemuel  Baker; 
Thomas  J.;  Maggie,  wife  of  A.  B.  Kennedy; 
B.  F. ; W.  AV. ; H.  W.,  deceased;  AV.  L. ; and 
Ella,  widow  of  Lou  Twinino;. 

In  political  matters,  Mr.  Darlington  affili^ 
ate.s  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  socially, 
is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  and  of 
the  A^eteran  Association.  ' Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Cumberland  Presby- 
terian Church.  They  have  just  passed  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  wedding. 

M[PvS.  MARTHA  A.  REYNOLDS,  is 
I the  oldest  person  in  point  of  residence 
jj  A now  living  in  the  city  of  Bastrop, 
where  she  located  in  1832,  at  the  age 
of  four  years.  She  was  left  fatherless  during 
the  following  year,  by  the  tomahawks  of  the 
cruel  Comanches;  ])articipat(!d  in  the  stain - 
[)cde  of  183(),  and  endured  the  many  hard- 


ships and  privations  incident  to  the  Irontier 
in  the  early  times.  Slie  was  liorn  in  Pike 
comity,  Illinois,  in  1829,  and  is  a daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Buchanan)  Christian. 
The  Christian  family  are  of  English  descent, 
and  located  in  A'^irginia  in  colonial  times. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Benjamin 
Christian,  was  born  and  raised  in  Bedford 
county,  that  State,  and  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolntionarj’  war.  He  married  a Miss 
Greenup,  and  several  years  later  moved  to 
AVaync  county,  Kentucky,  where  lie  subse- 
quently died. 

Thomas  Cliristian,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  A^irginitv,  and  was  ten  years 
of  ao-e  when  the  family  moved  to  Kentucky. 
His  wife  was  a native  of  Wythe  county,  A^ir- 
ginia,  and  was  married  iu  AVayne  county, 
Kentucky,  while  there  on  a visit.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Christian  soon  afterward  returned  to 
AVythe  county,  several  years  later  removed  to 
Pike  county,  Illinois,  atid  in  1832  the  family 
then  consisting  of  six  persons  came  to  Texas. 
In  the  following  spring  they  landed  in  the 
newly  located  town  of  Bastrop.  A lot- was 
selected  on  the  river  bank,  now  occupied  by 
the  residence  of  widow  Hutchison,  and  they 
erected  the  fifth  house  in  the  place.  In  the 
following  season,  on  account  of  there  being 
no  cleared  land  there  to  cultivate,  the  family 
moved  to  the  settlement  known  as  Webber- 
ville,  where  land  was  secured  and  a crop  of 
corn  planted.  The  following  summer  the 
tratric  death  of  the  father  occun-ed,  a full  ac- 
count  of  which  may  be  found  in  Wilbarger's 
historical  work.  Air.  Christian  had  gone 
with  a small  company  of  men  to  locate  claims, 
and  August  22.  on  AValnut  ci-eek,  about  six 
miles  south  of  where  Austin  now  stands,  they 
were  attacked  liy  a band  of  thii'ty  Comanche 
Indians.  There  were  but  li\e  white  men, 
two  of  whom,  Strother  and  Chi-istian,  were 
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immediately  killed,  wliile  two,  Ilaynie  and 
King  escaped.  Tlie  tiftli,  a jMr.  Wilbarger, 
brother  of  the  historian,  was  scalped  and  left 
for  (lead,  hut  was  found  alive  by  a relief  part}' 
the  following  day  and  recovered.  Mr.  Christ- 
ian was  evidently  killed  at  the  first  attack, 
was  scalped,  and  his  body  otherwise  mutil- 
ated. During  his  lifetime  he  had  sustained 
an  e.xcellent  character,  had  served  his  country 
in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  an  active  worker 
in  the  Methodist  Cluirch. 

The  remainder  of  the  family  returned  to 
the  Bastrop  settlement  the  following  year, 
and  located  a twelve- mile  tract  north  of  Piney 
creek,  now  owned  by  George  Perkins.  The 
following  year,  1835,  the  widow  married  Cap- 
tain James  Burleson,  a noted  Indian  fightei-, 
who  survived  hut  a few  months.  Hardly 
had  the  family  settled  in  their  new  home 
when  they  were  rudely  removed  by  the  his- 
toric “ runaway  scrape  ” of  183G.  Taking 
shelter  at  Ft.  Barker,  on  the  Brazos,  they  re- 
mained until  the  new'S  of  the  successful  ter- 
mination of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  reached 
the  fort,  when  they  returned  to  Bastrop. 
They  found  the  towm  entirely  destroyed. 
Again  they  began  life  on  their  little  farm, 
but  marauding  bands  of  Mexicans  and  In- 
dians made  it  so  unsafe  that  a fort  was  built 
in  the  town,  where  aU  the  families  repaired 
for  safety.  In  1837,  their  enemies  becoming 
moi‘e  insolent  and  rapacious,  it  was  thought 
best  to  move,  and  again  their  homes  were 
aljandoued,  the  colony  taking  refuge  in  the 
settlements  farther  down  the  river,  in  old 
AVashington.  After  a year  spent  there,  an- 
other retuni  was  made,  and,  althoucrh  the 
Indians  were  very  troublc.'^ome  and  necessi- 
tated a constant  watch,  they  succeeded  in  re- 
maining. Ml'S.  Christian  lived  in  Bastrop 
until  1847,  when  she  settled  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  county,  on  the  leagiui  now  partly 


occupied  by  the  town  of  Plgiu,  where  she 
died  in  1870.  The  family  consisted  of  live 
children,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased  but 
Mrs.  Beynolds  and  a half  sister,  Mrs.  Charles 
Brooks,  of  Georo'ctown,  Texas. 

IMartha  A.  Christian  was  married  near  Bas- 
tro[),  January  21,  1847,  to  Sherman  Beynolds, 
a native  of  Fishkill,  New  York.  He  came  to 
Texas  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  land- 
ing in  Galveston  in  1840.  lie  remained  there 
one  year,  spent  the  following  year  near  Aus- 
tin, and  in  1843  became  the  fir^t  dry  goods 
merchant  in  the  new'  tow'ii  of  La  Grange. 
In  June,  1844,  he  caiue  to  Bastrop,  where  he 
conducted  a large  and  successful  business 
many  years.  His  death  occurred  January 
29,  1879.  Mr.  Reynolds  w'as  a man  of  pro- 
gressive mind  and  good  business  judgment, 
and  for  several  terms  was  the  custodian  of 
the  county  funds,  but  cared  little  for  public 
office.  As  a coincidence  in  his  life  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  his  birth,  marriage  and 
death  occurred  in  the  month  of  January,  and 
the  old  home  in  which  he  raised  his  children, 
was  also  burned  in  that  month.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Reynolds  \Vere  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  namely;  A.  B.,  of  Bastrop;  Ange- 
vine,  wdio  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  two 
years;  Hiram  G.,  of  Bastrop;  John  B.,  de- 
ceased; Hattie,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Petty,  of 
Louisiana;  Mary,  wife  of  Don  G.  Petty,  also 
of  that  State;  Libbie,  wife  of  Will  Paris,  of 
Haskell,  Texas;  and  Adelia  and  Matt  A.,  at 
home. 

A.  B.  Reynolds,  the  eldest  child,  was  born 
in  Bastrop,  June  13,  1848,  and  was  educated 
at  the  Emory  A Henry  College,  Virginia. 
After  completing  his  education  in  1870,  he 
continued  in  business  with  his  father  in  this 
city  until  1870.  In  that  year  he  was  elected 
Tax  Collector,  held  the  office  one  year,  fol- 
lowed farming  until  1884,  and  since  that 
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time  li;is  been  engage<l  in  tlie  livery  l)usiriess. 
lie  still  owns  his  farm  of  300  acres,  located 
iioai’  Jbisti'op,  and  is  also  interested  in  a gin. 

]\[r.  Keynolds  was  nianded  in  this  city, 
April  22,  1874,  to  Frances  M.  Green.  They 
have  tour  children, — Allie  G.,  Lnln  L.,  Sid- 
ney D.  and  Arthur  J. 


f)ROF.  J.  W.  CLARK.— “Thank  God 
there  are  no  free  schools  in  this 
province,  nor  printing  press;  and  I 
hope  we  shall  have  none  these  hundred 
years,”  wrote  Berkeley,  the  royalist  Governor 
of  Virginia  in  1671,  and  his  mmsIi,  unnatural 
as  it  may  seem  now,  was  almost  literally 
fulfilled.  But  this  sentiment  never  found 
lodgement  with  the  colonists,  and  was  not 
tolerated  by  them  after  they  came  to  see 
clearly  their  rights  and  privileges,  the  estab- 
lishing of  newspapers  and  the  founding  of 
schools  being  among  the  earliest  objects  of 
their  fostering  care.  Each  of  these  forces 
has  grown  to  be  a mighty  factor  in  the 
development  of  this  country,  and  the  story  of 
civilization  in  the  western  world  is  largely 
the  story  of  the  evolution  of  the  printing 
press  and  the  free  school  system.  From  the 
public  schools  of  the  States  men  and  women 
have  gone  to  fill  all  ranks,  all  spheres,  in  life. 
The  press  has  been  gratefully  called  the 
“Palladium  of  our  Liberties;”  the  public 
school  is  no  less  the  nursery  of  public  virtue 
and  public  intelligence. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch.  Professor  John 
AV.  Clark,  Principal  of  the  public  schools  at 
Rockdale,  is  one  vviiose  labors  in  behalf  of 
education  entitle  him  to  the  o-rateful  reco<nii- 
tion  of  all  who  have  at  heai’t  the  elevation  of 
the  minds  and  morals  of  the  vounir.  and  is 
especially  deserving  of  notice  in  connection 


with  the  [)iiblic  schools  of  that  place, — 
confessedly  amoim  tl.e  best  in  the  State, 
theii'  snj)eriority  being  in  a large  measure 
due  to  his  iintii-ino- efforts. 

He  is  a native  of  AVashington  county, 
Virginia,  born  September  13,  ISol,  and  is  a 
son  of  J’eter  G.  and  Parmelia  A.  Clark, 
natives  of  the  same  State,  llis  father  is  a 
planter,  residing  now  in  AVashiiigton  county, 
A^irginia,  where  he  has  passed  most  of  his 
life,  and  where  he  is  extensively  and  favor- 
ably known.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
Confederate  army  during  the  late  war,  serving 
with  credit  as  Lieutenant  of  Company  F, 
Twenty-first  Virginia  Cavalry,  in  which  he 
fought  under  those  distinguished  generals, 
Jubal  A.  Early  and  Fitzbugh  Lee,  taking 
part  in  all  the  campaigns  and  engagements 
in  wdiich  the  army  of  nortbern  Virginia 
participated  from  Manassas  to  Appomattox. 
He  bas  been  a lifelong  member  of  tbe 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  faithful  to  every 
duty  as  a citizen  and  member  of  tbe  com- 
munity in  wbicb  be  resides.  Tbe  mother, 
who  is  also  yet  living,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Parmelia  Ann  Cunningham,  being  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Cunning- 
ham, natives  of  Virginia,  and  descendants  of 
early  settled  families  of  that  State,  originally 
of  Scotch  and  Irish  extraction.  Tbe  two 
children  of  the  marriage  of  Peter  44  and 
Parmelia  A.  Clark  are  Rev.  Peter  C.  Clark,  a 
regularly  installed  minister  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  now  filling  a charge  at  Fin- 
caster,  Virginia,  and  Prof.  John  AV.  Clark, 
of  this  article. 

The  last  named  w'as  reared  in  bis  native 
county,  and  in  the  schools  of  that  county 
I'cceived  his  early  education.  He  began 
teaching  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  in  this 
way  earned  the  money  with  which  to  defray 
his  expenses  through  college.  He  attended 
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Emory  and  Henry  College  at  Emory,  Virgi- 
nia, and  the  Virginia  Militai-y  Institutes  at 
Lexington,  gradnating  from  the  latter.  July 
4,  1875.  He  resumed  teacliing  a.s  a jerofes- 
Bion  i.m tnediately  on  graduation,  securing  a 
school  at  l.ehanon,  Virginia,  where  he  taught 
for  one  yeai-.  He  then  can:e  to  Texas,  in 
October,  187(5,  and  taught  in  the  [iiihlic 
schools  at  llastrop  for  twelva  months,  after 
which  he  located  in  Austin,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years,  during  which  time 
lie  bad  charge  of  the  seven  graded  schools  of 
that  city.  Having  been  made  Adjunct 
Pi’ofessor  of  matliematics  in  the  Acrricultnral 
and  Mechanical  Collesge  at  Bryan,  he  went  to 
that  place  in  1880,  where  he  taught  f'oi'  one 
year.  lie  was  tlien  oflered  the  supei-inten- 
dency  of  the  schools  at  Navasota,  which  he 
accepted  and  tiiere  labored  for  four  years. 
In  the  meantime,  January  9,  1882,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Lucy  W.  Brown,  a daughter  of 
Bobert  Brown,  of  Navasota,  Mrs.  Clark 
being  a native  Texan  and  a lady  of  excellent 
attainments,  graduating  with  the  first  honor 
in  the  first  class  that  graduated  from  the 
Houston  high  school,  in  May,  1879.  She  has 
since  shared  her  husband’s  labors,  and  ren- 
dered him  most  efficient  aid.  In  1884  Prof. 
Clark  was  called  to  Rockdale,  where  he  took 
charge  of  the  public  schools,  which  position 
he  has  since  held.  Ills  life  has  thus  been 
taken  up  with  teaching,  a calling  for  which 
he  possesses  a natui-al  aptitude  and  for  the 
successful  pursuit  of  which  he  has  qualified 
himself  in  an  eminent  degree.  His  woi'k  in 
this  line  has  always  been  of  a high  order, 
and  has  given  almost  universal  satisfaction. 
His  specialty  is  mathematics,  but  he  is 
proficient  in  all  branches,  and  as  an  organizer 
possesses  ability  equalled  by  but  few.  He 
knows  a good  school  as  soon  as  he  .m'cs  it, 
and  he  can  take  a poor  one  and  in  short  time 


make  a good  one  of  it.  In  the  last  .seventeen 

O 

years  that  he  has  been  in  Texas  ho  has  done  a 
vast  amount  of  labor  in  behalf  of  the  State 
sch(sols  as  well  as  in  behalf  of  the  general 
cause  of  education,  and  he  has  established 
himself  securely  in  the  estimation  and 
good  will  of  the  people  where  he  has 
taught,  and  in  the  o[)inion  of  leading  educa- 
tors with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  con- 
tact.  His  class-room  work  is  marked  for 
its  breadth  and  thoi'oughness,  particularly  as 
respects  those  things  of  practical  need.  He 
believes,  as  otie  has  said,  that  the  “primary 
])ioblem  with  a lad  is  to  teach  him  to  take 
care  of  himself  and  to  cling  to  that  which  is 
sincerely  lucrative”  and  with  this  in  view  he 
refrains  fi-om  loading  his  scholars  with  a 

O 

knowledge  of  the  ways  and  customs  of  fairy- 
land, the  unintelligible  jargon  of  numerical 
formulae,  and  the  vagaries  of  occult  sciences 
and  metaphysical  speculation.  He  teaches 
them,  instead,  their  duties  and  relations  to 
society  as  it  is  now  constituted,  and  prepares 
them  to  handle  problems  of  industrial  de- 
velopment, finance,  civil  government  and 
such  matters  of  practical  import  which  are 
ever  calling  for  invention,  novelty,  freedom 
of  mind  and  readiness  to  respond  to  external 
changes  and  circutnstances.  He  goes  about 
his  work  with  a solemn  sense  of  its  gravity 
and  seeks  to  impress  upon  those  under  him 
the  same  feelings  of  responsibility.  His 
management  in  general  is  characterized  by 
the  same  high  sense  of  duty,  his  relations  with 
teachers  and  trustees  being  marked  by  the 
utmost  harmony  and  by  mutual  helpfulness 
and  mutual  esteem. 

The  Brofessor  has  taken  some  interest  in 
matters  outside  of  his  school  work,  but  has 
never  allowed  any  pui’suit  or  diversion  to  in 
terfere  with  the  objects  of  his  calling.  He 
has  served  as  City  Engineer  of  Rockdale, 
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aiul  wliile  a i-esidcMit  of  Austin  he  was  identi- 
fied with  some  local  oroanizations  of  a civil 

O 

and  social  nature.  He  is  a memher  of  the 
Knights  of  Ifonor,  and  ho  and  his  wife  are 
both  membci’s  of  the  Presbyterian  (Jhnrch. 
They  have  a family  of  three  living  children. 
Coral,  May  Cunningham  and  John  Vincent, 
their  third  child,  Robert  Gilbert,  l>eino-  de- 
ceased. 

I((3nN  L.  MITCHELL,  of  Clarkson,  Mi- 
K I lain  county,  Texas,  is  the  subject  of  the 
present  sketch.  This  vicinity  is  one  of 
the  finest  and  most  fertile  parts  of  the  State 
of  Te.xas.  Although  not  more  than  a decade 
has  passed  since  it  began  to  be  settled,  many 
of  its  farmers  show  that  thrift  and  enterprise 
which  might  reasonably  be  expected  in  a 
country  of  twice  its  age.  Our  subject  is  one 
of  the  successful  men  of  the  locality  men- 
tioned, and,  strictly  speaking,  he  came  to 
Milam  county  without  means.  He  came  from 
Robertson  county,  where  in  conjunction  with 
his  fadier  and  brothers  he  conducted  a farm 
for  eight  years  in  the  Brazos  bottoms.  They 
had  come  to  Robertson  from  Lavaca  county, 
where  they  resided  only  eight  months,  it 
being  their  first  point  of  location  in  Texas. 
Tilling  the  soil  has  always  been  the  occupa- 
tion of  our  subject.  He  learned  to  raise  cot- 
ton and  corn  early  in  life,  but  did  not  prosper 
much  at  it  until  he  reached  old  Milam  county, 
and  here  year  after  year  he  found  his  bank 
account  increasing,  and  in  1879  he  felt  able 
to  own  a farm  and  in  conse(pience  bought  100 
acres,  and  since  that  time  he  has  reposed  un- 
der his  own  vine  and  fijr  tree. 

Before  selling  out  in  1885,  our  subject  had 
addeil  seventy  aci-es  to  his  original  purchase.  ‘ 
The  same  year  he  bought  143  acres  of  his 
present  tract  and  his  success  has  enabled  him  I 


to  increase  it  to  500  acres,  all  fine,  black, 
feitile  land.  He  is  cnltivatincr  200  acres 
chiefly  in  cotton,  and  in  1891  his  cro[)  was 
eighty  bales,  and  in  1892,  it  was  ninety-five 
bales.  Mr.  ^litehell  utilizes  his  cotton-seed 
in  the  feeding  of  l)eef  cattle  every  year,  from 
fifty  to  seventy-live  head  selling  on  the  local 
market  each  3’ear,  and  he  is  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  rising  young  men  of  this  count}'. 

Onr  subject  was  born  in  Union  county, 
Arkansas,  in  1851,  but  obtained  only  a lim- 
ited school  trainiiuT.  The  Civil  war  was  re- 
sponsible  for  the  unhealthy  condition  of  both 
pul)lic  and  private  education,  and  thousands 
of  boys  were  launched  into  manhood  with 
untrained  minds  as  a result.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  Mr.  Mitchell  came  to  Texas  with  his 
father,  making  a stop  in  Lavaca  county. 
John  A.  Mitchell,  the  father  of  cur  subject, 
was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1814  and  had 
emigrated  with  his  father,  Thomas  Mitchell, 
born  in  Ireland,  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  and 
there  he  grew  to  man’s  estate.  lie  learned 
the  trade  of  carpenter,  but  used  it  only  as  a 
convenience  in  after  life.  Ilis  father  followed 
blacksmithing  in  middle  life,  but  later  settled 
down  to  farming.  J.  A.  Mitchell  was  not 
sul)ject  to  military  duty,  having  lost  one  of 
his  arms  in  a saw-mill  a few  years  before,  but 
during  the  Rebellion  served  in  the  commis- 
sary departtnent  of  the  Confederate  army. 
Mr.  Mitchell  moved  to  Arkansas  about  1840. 
Four  years  before,  he  married  Martha,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Holloway,  who  married 
a Miss  Newton. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Mitchell  were:  James,  deceased;  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  T.  F.  Johnson,  a merchant  of  Waco; 
Eliza,  deceased,  wife  of  T.  E.  Mitchell,  leav- 
ing one  child;  ]\[aggie  first  married  Benson 
Kelley  and  then  d.  W.  McGowen  of  Waco; 
Edward  J.,  a resident  of  Clarkson;  John  L., 
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oul'  siilijc'ct;  \VMlliain,  iJeceased;  aiul  flattie, 
llio  wile  ol  li.  O.Tlioiiiao,  of  iMoiilague  comity, 
Tex  as.  The  motlier  diet!  in  1883,  and  tiie 
fatlier  seven  years  latei'.  In  1882  dolm  L.  I 
inaiTied  Alice,  the  daughter  of  Pei'ry  Wiin-  i 
herly,  of  Milam  comity.  The  children  of  1 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  are  as  follows:  James  i 
Louis,  Loyd,  Jvod ney  F.  and  Kex.  The  family 
belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church,  holding  a i 
membership  in  the  Clarkson  Chmch. 

I 

djUDGE  JOHN  LL  liECTOK,  United 
I States  J ndge  of  the  Korthern  District 
of  Texas,  was  born  in  Jackson  county. 
Alabama,  November  2-1,  1837.  His  parents 
were  L.  L.  and  Agnes  (Black)  Rector,  the 
former  a native  of  Tennessee,  the  latter  Geor- 
gia. The  father  was  a merchant  in  Bellefonte, 
Jackson  county,  Alabama.  He  came  to 
Texas  in  18-17,  settling  in  Bastrop  county, 
where  he  engaged  as  a planter.  His  advent 
in  Texas  was  after  this  State  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  and  he  ever  proved  himself  a 
good,  true  citizen'.  He  lived  and  died  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  dying  in  J uly,  1888,  aged  nearly  ninety 
years,  having  been  born  in  17U9.  His  wife 
died  in  1852,  aged  forty.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  proved  herself  a devoted  wife  and  mother 
through  all  the  privations  that  they  were 
foj’ced  to  endure  as  pioneers  of  this  great 
State.  There  were  live  children  in  this  fam- 
ily that  lived  to  maturity,  two  having  died  in 
early  childhood. 

John  was  the  second  child.  lie  was  edu- 
cated at  \ ale  College,  Connecticut,  and  grad- 
uated in  the  class  of  1859,  Ijeing  one  of  105 
graduates.  He  returned  to  Texas  and  stiulied 
law  with  Judge  Royal  T.  Wheeler,  Chief  I 


Ju.stice  of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  liar  in  the  latter  pai't  of  1800. 
He  opened  an  ollive  in  Austin  and  practiced 
thei-e  a year,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  Terry’s  Bangers  as  a jirivate,  in  August. 
He  served  through  the  entire  war,  serving 
under  Albert  Sidney  Johncton,  Bragg  and 
tiien  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  lie  w'as  in  a num- 
bei'  of  the  heavy  engagements  of  that  depart- 
ment and  was  in  the  cavalry.  One  time  he 
was  taken  |)risonei',  but  escaped  oidy  to  be 
ohlioed  to  suri'ender  in  Aorth  Carolina,  nn- 
tier  Joseph  E.  Johnson  when  that  General 
surrendered  his  army. 

After  the  war  was  over  he  returned  to 
Bastrop,  opened  a law  olHce  and  became  a 
member  of  the  law  tirm  of  McGinnis  & Rec- 
tor, which  lasted  but  a short  time  as  he  was 
elected  Disirict  Attorney  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  the  latter  part  of  1867,  when 
he  returned  to  the  practice  of  law,  at  the 
same  place,  continuing  there  until  the  latter 
part  of  Eebniary,  1871,  when  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  E.  J.  Davis,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Texas  Senate,  Judge  of  the 
Thii-ty-lirst  Judicial  District  of  Texas,  com- 
prising the  counties  of  Robertson,  Leon,  and 
Freestone,  and  served  in  that  capacity  for 
more  than  live  years,  when,  in  1876,  he  re- 
turned to  the  practice  ot  law  in  Austin.  He 
remained  in  that  city  practicing  his  profes- 
sion until  he  received  his  present  appoint- 
j ment,  March  24,  1872.  This  was  a presi- 
j dential  appointment  confirmed  by  the 
United  States  Senate.  He  is  the  suc- 
cessor of  Judge  A.  F.  McCormick,  who 
j was  appointed  LLdted  States  Circuit 
! Judge.  In  1884  -fudge  Rector  ran  on  the 
Republican  ticket  tor  Congress  in  the 
Tenth  Congressional  Disti-ict  of  Texas 
against  Alajor  Stiyers.  the  Democratic  nomi- 
nee, who  was  successful  ami  succeeded  J iidge 
’ c> 


' . . 


It  > J ,*  <>l<  . 

' ■ ■ I , • ; V 

. ‘ . I ' . . 

I I .. 

' I ' ' • 


, i 


. I ;l 


>1  (lt  ' I ' ' ■ I 


A.'  * *.•». 


t . . ■ Ill  - ' 

' 

1 1 ■ i'.  I , 1 I 4(IU  ||  |, 


II  r 1/  V/  , 

I Im.'  i»U  :<4'i  tali  #(tl*  4 

I.  Kf'/i'  I /44  '.»  IX  ^ 

1 i ' u1  »<«<;  i.»uv  ( > 

''  ■ , I -lUyu  .'•  (.</  ••tl  ' I *471RUI  ^ . 

-lit  < ’J  • M'i'!  -t/ 

' !,  |t“i  iui  .•»»  I III  I'.  |.-'  . 1/  liMii.lli'’.  ® 

' I <1,1  ' mI  I I '»i,'i-  i‘J  ' I'.k.J  .iWns.1 

, .1  - I.  it,','  mIi  ,.I 

11  * <t..  ‘ ■ <11  I tM  I 


-ii 


,..ii  I 

II » I 


I'  I . ti 


, .i 

. ^ t .1 

! I II.  .It.  , .41 

M • I » f • . . 1 


‘'ll  t ,*'1  ‘ . i ' t.|  . ’ ' /.}('■..  . 4 . i ,.I  |T 

I *>i^J  ••<«»(' .iLik;  oiii  til  X iwd4)i^  t|  .4 

<•  ttl  (Hml  Ml  V ,*k/*»T  1«> 

• ti.<»i.)  . 't  ‘s 4 W VMitiif'/-"  ''  -fii.rt<i*IA 
. I.,  ...j'  ii'i  tiiu  .1  .1  cn.'ivw 

',  ,.i'  III  I . i I ,'>.i*H‘«M<i  JV  K W'''!j!" 

' ■ 1 <i>  ‘nH  J."  J,*i  K ilJl'l*  t .jii'  nl  1M*T  .hIjJ 

it  .4»i|....lii' 

.r  ■ f'  '**  * ■'  lit  ^'toT 

|I  I ii  (iji  4./,j  * *l|{ 

.11.. I .41..'  •till  »ii  N r mI' 

. I ill  ^ " » .-I  t'lMi  n. -ill  .1  t»iU  olul 

I '.1.  ' . «.  ).^*t\_hiH  iifHi«ii<i 

I ' ■•  ..i-, '»iiii»ii  'liJ  V<  litinl . 

• fMt«l , I'lt  I. 'li  jji'i 

( M’  t*j  niiWiti!  .a(a>^ 

■1  I .1  , ,1  111  .Uu.1I  rtt  btiili 

1 till  ( I ‘ . .It|,(  I'll  will  I ' ^ijl  111  I'^tifltiOJ 

.;i.  , ti,  „ u«  lii.i  . . .),  .1  i(.».i.»4l  bta«fHt  > turn 

• i -•*•  ».  ■ 

■ ' *.  ■ ...•  ^lu  ifii 

'It'  1 - .11  *mi|i.<‘i  i.ii 

I .1  .1  nt.'iiin  ir-H  i»i;'in  .&4ai^ 

I I.  'I.  14.  ! <mi  )f4n  tftiuninit  lit  Urni  iadi  x» 

.tHiiiilUhiir  ij^hmi 

u.  .1  ..li  .iilllta  i<M<>aiM  iiiW  irtktX 
l/fctii  HIM  |*|l»UOtaimij. J ,i|  , lilt.  J i>{li  / fM  L*UA9 
fi*t  1.  taii.4  ?!)  ’'*  .'  •’■'I  K'  »«at-  i-iL'  lit  Icilxo 


It  II, ,(■-  .«  I i.r  i^k.  . . fj.}>  I l•l)ual  l I't  i,F  i<taii  iiivi  '*M  jtai»anUrr|l 

!..i.i  . .4»  ttiiii  III' Mr'i  liilti  *»n  ' ttfiii’.t  .VikliKitW  *1*  iA'^i4l  jltin  i/iii 


IlL'^TORY  OF  TEXAS. 


C71 


lldiicock  ill  tliat  oiHce.  Tlie  campuijJii  was 
iiitiTtistiiiff  aiuJ  exc;<;|)lional  in  tlie  tact  that  it 
was  pnrhaps  thu  only  canvass  for  Congress  in 
Texas  since  the  late  war  in  which  a Demo- 
crat and  Iie[)nl)lican  canvassed  together  and 
spoke  I'rom  the  same  stump.  Judge  Hector 
has  been  twice  elected  as  a delegate  at-large 
to  H.e[)ublican  National  Conventions  to 
nominate  President  and  Vice-Pre."ident.  In 
1888  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Texas  delega- 
tion at  the  Chicago  convention.  From  188(5 
to  1888  he  was  Chairman  of  the  llepnblican 
State  Executive  Committee  of  Texas. 


G OLONEL  G.  W.  JONES,  a lawyer  of 
V Bastrop,  Texas,  is  of  AVelsh  extraction. 
The  family  located  in  this  country  in 
Colonial  days,  in  King  and  Queen  county, 
Viro^inia,  where  the  great-grandfather  id'  our 
subject,  James  Jones,  died  at  the  opening  of 
the  Ilevolutiouary  war,  leaving  one  son,  also 
named  James.  The  latter  married,  and  in 
early  years  of  the  present  century,  with  a 
family  of  children,  moved  toGiles  county,  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  afterward  died.  In  1820  the 
children  settled  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  but  in  1872,  after  having  been  separ- 
ated fifty-two  years,  held  a reunion  in  Tennes- 
see, at  which  time  the  group  was  photographed. 
One  of  the  pictures  still  hangs  in  Colonel 
Jones’  home,  and  is  a much  prized  relic.  The 
father  of  our  subject,  William  I).  C.  Jones, 
the  eldest  of  the  children,  was  born  in  1709. 
lie  was  married  in  Marion  county,  Alabama, 
in  1822,  to  Rachel  Burleson  a member  of  the 
family  of  that  name  so  intimately  connected 
with  early  Texas  history.  She  was  a cousin 
of  General  Edward  Burleson,  in  honor  of 
whom  Burleson  county  was  named.  Her 
father,  Joseph  Burleson,  came  to  Texas  in 


1838,  participating  in  tile  “ rnnaw'ay  scrape.” 
and  located  in  Bastro[)  county.  Alter  spend- 
ing eight  years  in  JMarion  county,  Alabama, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  located  in  Tipton  county, 
Tennessee.  The  fame  of  Texas  spread 
rapidly  throughout  the  East  after  the  I'eturn 
of  the  armies  that  canded  the  Mexican  war 
to  a successful  close,  and  long  lines  of  wag- 
ons  wended  theii-  way  toward  the  Lone  Star 
State.  Among  the  emigrants  of  1848  was 
the  Jones  family,  who  located  in  Bastrop 
county,  on  the  Colorado  river,  ten  miles  below 
the  city  of  that  name,  where  members  of  the 
family  have  ever  since  lived.  The  mother 
died  here  February  19,  18Gb,  and  the  father 
died  April  13,  1893,  aged  ninety-three  years 
and  four  months.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  viz.;  Nancy  J.,  who 
died  at  Woodville,  Texas,  in  1881,  was  the 
wife  of  Dr.  S.  R.  Johnson;  James,  deceased 
in  1868,  was  a prominent  and  respected  resi- 
dent of  Bastrop  county,  where  he  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  County  Commiss- 
ioner a number  of  years;  Elizabeth,  deceased 
in  1867,  was  the  wife  of  Louis  Hancock;  G. 
W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Maria  M., 
wife  of  Joseph  Rogers,  of  Hays  county, 
Texas;  Charles  H.,  who  located  in  Tyler 
county,  served  his  State  during  the  late  war 
as  Captain  of  a company  in  Burnet’s  Regi- 
ment, was  a member  of  the  first  Legislature 
after  the  close  of  the  hostilities,  and  died  in 
1880;  William  H.  studied  law,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  Bastrop  county,  represented  his 
county  in  two  Legislatures,  and  has  followed 
farming  all  his  life;  Benjamin  F.,  who  re- 
mained until  ileath,  in  1887,  on  the  olil  home- 
stead, represented  Bastrop  county  in  the 
Legislature  in  1880,  and  was  a ])opular  and 
res|)Octed  gentleman  ; Patsy,  dec.ease<l  in  1869, 
was  the  wife  of  -lohn  S.  Wilson;  and  flosepli 
B.,  deceased  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
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Colonel  G.  W.  Jones,  the  subject,  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Marion  county,  Alabama, 
September  5,  1828.  Ilis  lioyhood  days  were 
passed  on  a farm  in  Tipton  comity,  Tennes- 
see, and  February  16,  1849,  he  located  on 
the  Colorado  river,  in  Bastrop  county,  wliere 
he  followed  farming  two  years,  lie  then 
studied  law,  without  a preceptor,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bai-,  and  since  the  fall  of  1851 
has  been  a prominent  and  successful  law 
practitioner  of  Bastrop.  For  a number  of 
years  he  was  in  company  with  the  present 
Congressman  for  this  district.  Colonel  Say- 
res, but  for  the  past  few  years  has  been  as- 
sociated with  11.  M.  Garwood.  In  1853  Mr. 
Jones  was  a candidate  for  legislative  honors, 
but  was  defeated  by  a small  majority.  In 
1856  he  was  elected  District  Attorney  over 
A.  H.  Chalmers,  and  at  the  end  of  his  first 
term  voluntarily  declined  a re-election,  and 
returned  to  private  life.  The  following  j'ear 
he  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  the 
State  Senatorship.  During  the  campaign  of 
1860  Mr  Jones  espoused  the  cause  of  Doug- 
las, and  fought  ao-ainst  secession,  hut,  when 
a large  majority  of  the  voters  declared  in  its 
favor,  he  conformed  to  the  situation.  In 
April,  1862,  he  entered  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice, before  the  organization  of  the  Seventeeth 
Texas  Infantry,  was  elected  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel, and  after  the  battle  of  Milliken’s  Bend, 
was  promoted  to  the  Coloneley,  vice  Colonel 
Allen,  resigned.  After  returning  from  the 
war  Mr.  Jones  was  a member  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  of  that  year,  and  in  1866 
was  elected  Lieutenant  GoVdrnor  on  the 
Throckmorton  ticket.  After  the  days  of 
reconstruction  our  subject  became  dissatis- 
fied with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1876 
became  an  independent  Greenback  candidate 
for  Congress  in  the  fifth  district,  but  was 
defeated  by  D.  C.  Geddings,  but,  two  years 


later,  defeated  John  Hancock,  of  Austin.  Mr. 
Jones  served  in  the  forty-sixth  Congress, 
was  re-elected’  in  1880,  and  during  these 
sessions  his  attention  was  given  to  financial 
matters.  In  1882  he  was  the  candidate  of 
the  independent  Greenback  party  for  Gov- 
ernoi-,  but  was  defeated  by  John  Ireland,  and 
ao'ain  defeated  in  1884,  but  since  that  time 
he  has  declined  to  allow  his  name  to  be  used 
for  any  office.  In  addition  to  his  extensive 
law  practice,  Mr.  Jones,  also  owns  325  acres 
of  land  in  the  suburbs  of  Bastrop,  200  acres 
of  which  is  cultivated,  aud  he  has  lived  on 
this  place  since  1856.  lie  is  also  extensively 
engarmil  in  cattle  raising,  having  a ranch  of 
about  3,000  acres  in  Runnels  county. 

August  1,  1855,  in  Fayette  county,  Texas, 
our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  ^liss 
Ledora  Ann,  a daughter  of  Ira  and  Ann 
(Doak)  Mullin.  She  came  to  Texas  with  her 
parents  from  Mississippi  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  Mr.  Jones  is  independent  in  his  poli- 
tical views,  and  socially,  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows  orders. 


MV.  TYSON. — For  five  or  six  years 
following  the  close  of  the  late  war 
..  Texas  received  large  accessions  to 
her  population  from  the  army  of  dis- 
charged Confederate  soldiers  from  the  older 
Southern  States,  mostly  young  and  middle- 
aoed  men.  who,  broken  in  fortune  and  dis- 
couraged  by  the  dismal  prospects  around 
them,  came  West  to  begin  life  anew.  One 
of  tl'.is  number  was  M.  V.  Tyson,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  a native  of  Tennessee,  but  for 
some  years  before  his  removal  to  Texas  a 
resident  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  Tyson  comes  of 
good,  stroim  Southern  stock,  the  families 
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earliest  settlers  of  Tennessee.  Ills  paternal 
grandfather  was  Uriah  Ty-son,  a native  of 
iNorth  Carolina,  wlio  emigrated  to  Tennessee 
early  in  this  century.  Noah  15.  Tyson,  the 
lather  of  the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  t)orn 
in  Montgomery  county,  Tennessee,  in  1814:. 
He  married  Mary  Morris,  a daughter  of 
Nathan  Morris, of  Stewart  county,  that  State, 
about  1832,  and  for  a number  of  years  en- 
gao-ed  ill  I'armincr  in  his  native  State.  In 
1848  he  moved  to  Arkansas,  settling  in 
Ouachita  county,  where  he  prospered  in  his 
chosen  piir.siiits  until  the  opening  of  the  late 
war.  Like  hundreds  of  others,  he  lost  heavily 
by  the  ravages  of  that  great  conflict,  and  in 
1805  he  came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Milam 
County,  where  he  died  in  1870.  llis  wife 
was  born  in  1810  in  Stewart  county,  Tennes- 
see, where  she  was  also  reared.  She  died  in 
Milam  county,  Texas,  in  1876.  Noah  E. 
and  Mary  Tyson  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren: Martha,  Uriah,  William,  Martin  Van 
Euren,  Sallie,  Samuel,  Noah,  Jeptha,  Mary 
and  Charles.  Of  these  but  three  are  now 
living:  Martin  Van  Euren,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Noah  and  Jeptha,  the  last  two 
being  residents  of  Mills  county,  this  State. 

Martin  Van  Euren  Tyson,  the  subject 
proper  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Henry 
county,  Tennessee,  June  27,  1840.  He  was 
eight  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Arkansas,  and  his  boyhood  and  youth  were 
passed  in  Ouachita  county,  that  State.  He 
was  reared  on  a farm,  where  his  time  was 
spent  in  the  labors  and  diversions  common  to 
farm  life.  He  received  only  a limited  edu- 
catit>n.  Stepping  out  to  meet  the  current  of 
life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he 
found  the  country  making  active  preparations 
to  go  to  wai',  and,  his  patriotism  being  stirred 
by  the  appeals  made  to  it,  he  entered  the 
C'onfederato  service  early  in  ISOI,  eidisting 


in  Company  F,  Third  AiLansas  Infantrv, 
fi-om  which  he  was  discharged  aftei-  twelve 
months’  service  on  account  of  rheumatism. 
In  the  spring  of  1803  heeidisted  in  the  Fifth 
Missouri  Cavalry,  coirimanded  by  General 
Price,  with  which  regiment  he  served  both 
east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  was 
actively  engaged  on  the  skirmish  line  till  the 
close  of  the  war,  his  regiment  disbamlino'  at 
Shreveport,  Louisiana,  in  May,  1865. 

Mr.  Tyson  reachetl  home  May  25  after  the 
surrender  and  immediately  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming,  and  was  so  engaged  in  Oua- 
chita county,^  Arkansas,  until  1808,  when  he 
came  to  Texas,  settling  in  Milam  county. 
Here  he  invested  what  little  means  he  had  in 
fifty  acres  of  land  lying  on  Little  river, being 
part  of  his  present  farm,  on  which  he  settled 
and  went  to  work.  Ey  industry  and  econ- 
omy he  accumulated  from  year  to  year,  and 
as  he  grew  in  wealth  he  invested  in  lands  ad- 
joining his  first  purchase.  At  this  writing 
he  owns  1,500  acres  in  one  body  lying  on 
Little  river,  000  acres  of  which  are  under 
cultivation,  and  on  which  reside  seventeen 
families  and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  which  are 
supported  103  persons.  In  1892  the  yield 
of  his  place  was  225  bales  of  cotton,  besides 
the  usual  amount  of  grain  and  stock  products. 
Mr.  Tyson  has  converted  his  primitive  patch 
into  a farm  of  broad  acres,  well  cultivated 
and  well  improved.  His  log  cabin  has  given 
away  to  a comfortable  home,  surrounded  by 
necessary  out-buildings  for  stock,  and  neat, 
well  kept  grounds,  all  showing  the  industry, 
skill  and  good  management  which  have 
wrought  so  marked  a change  iu  his  affairs 
since  he  took  up  his  residence  in  this  county 
twtmty-five  years  ago. 

In  1802  Ml'.  Tyson  was  married  to  Mary 
Ann,  a daughter  of  dames  Johnston,  then 
residing  in  Ouachita  county,  Arkansas.  Mrs. 


( * • * 

. * • v,wy4\h' ''^1/ 

”"*lj  >'•  * ^ 

" • WIT  iiht>n 

^ . If  ...,„.r  /)  V|.;),1..»  *ijl  (It  fItM 

'■  ' ■'  ' '.(fj  V,  .i.lt  !i,  . ..Iltl 

' ' '^<Mr  ! |l,tt/.,  l / ..t/dt  '/ 

■ ‘-.i  • . #j( 

• '•■  '•'  , M.t  :d  : r 

' f’lftnA.  .4 

i,t  Ir,  . j „1  ^'>>^<1 

’■  I " ''  ••  'V’’  ' • ■ ' 

’ ’ ’*  ■''  ‘ ‘i- 

(r,.  1.-  *Ur»|-.njil  Jtii  ,*MiW 

‘ "■  ■ ,u-lt  fi.  ..li  ^,1 

' ■ -Ml  . ,.,4vr  .1  .VI, P-,  «4t 

'*  • • *'>'•'  '<•'!  •r'.' - ,^;4t4*4^ 

* ' ‘ f'  -■^'*  oi  i|j 

’ ' ' ' •!  n«  4»  Mit,i  >nrtrfw  ,«•« 

' ‘ ' i ' “ ’ v,i4YTt»>‘M.  UuM 

••  «•  4i.  -'/  nftnb 

. > M ‘ , . ■ wl-r-l  ..m)4?i  .i.ntiiU 

* ■ • • ' '* I hfiM 

' ..  ...  •..♦•  ' .Uiu,!/ 

' • ‘ V ' M '/  »|,(} 

' *'  ■■  ''  I *•'  I*.  »'4l'*l*/r.1 

, * ir'nn.'i*  ,fj|  \/  ,t,  >,,4,1,'’ 

' I ('  •'  ' 'f  »lvf.'.,{»  'i.^ 

' 'Nil  I.  .,»»^iU4Vl’  yi(4f)0'j . 

*■  * ‘ «•'(  wiilfr  |,|o 

\ •'  ■ • - Jl^.,1,  Jill  ^UU  ,4M»«»l4iyiA 

•%*  J + • fl.  -'.r-  i } i.  ' 't\^  */  V'  •-• 

* ' ' ^il.f  • 4t. 

' '"I  ^ MllffI  * 411* 

^ ' <."*i44T'li  fiiii*  .-ir<la{  arKt  ffi 

' - Vl« „n  ,4i1i| 

•I..'..r  ,,li  lij  f4iv 

'»I  ...M  ^»,*  .d.  0,1,  .,.4^411 

t,mh.,y 

-A  I«il  Un.1441*  «fi  ,J»  ^ 


G74 


111  STOUT  OF  TEXAS. 


Tyson  was  born  in  Jasj)er  county,  CTCorgia, 
where  she  was  also  reared.  To  this  union 
three  children  were  horn:  Georgia,  the  wife 
of  A.  ,f.  Elzey,  of  Milam  county;  Janies  L., 
who  died  jMay  25,  1883,  at  the  age  of  sixteen; 
and  Fannie,  who  is  the  wife  of  Matthew  liiard, 
of  Milam  county.  The  wife  and  motherdied 
in  1809,  and  two  years  later  Mr.  Tyson  mar- 
ried j\[iss  Jane  Smith,  a dauahter  of  Darliiig 
M.  Smith,  of  Milam  county,  to  which  union 
eight  children  have  been  horn:  Clyde,  who 
died  in  1890,  aged  sixteen;  Emma;  Oscar; 
Randolph;  Conway;  Van;  Rernice,  who  died 
in  1890,  at  the  age  of  four;  and  Eunice. 

Mr.  Tyson  was  reared  a Democrat,  bears 
the  name  of  a distino-uished  Democratic 
politician,  fought  four  years  for  a cause 
championed  by  the  Democratic  party,  and,  as 
might  be  expected,  is  himself  a Democrat  of 
tlie  most  pronounced  convictions,  hut  has 
never  asked  or  held  ofHce  of  any  kind,  politi- 
cal activity  on  his  part  being  prompted  by  a 
desire  for  the  success  of  the  men  and  meas- 
ures whose  causes  he  espouses. 


If  SAAC  M.  POOL. — Milam  county  as  now 
constituted  was  organized  in  1846.  That 
-i  year  and  the  following,  which  witnessed 
the  triumph  of  the  American  arms  in  Me.xico 
and  settled  forever  the  title  to  Texas  soil, 
marked  the  beginning  of  the  era  of  immi- 
gration and  development  of  this  section  of 
the  new  Southwest.  From  1846  to  1861,  the 
opening  of  the  late  war,  many  settlers  mainly 
from  the  oldei-  States  of  the  South  came  to 
this  new  State  and  found  homes  for  them- 
selves and  families  in  the  fertile  valleys  along 
its  rivei'S  and  on  its  piaiirie  lands.  i\mong 
those  who  took  up  their  residence  in  M ilam 
county  in  the  earlier  years  of  this  period 


was  Isaac  Pool,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  .‘-ketch,  who  moved  out  from  Mississippi 
in  (lie  fall  of  1851,  and  settled  on  Jones’ 
prairie  about  ten  miles  from  Cameron,  tbe 
county  seat.  Isaac  Pool  was  a native  of 

South  Carolina,  where  he  was  born  in  the 
year  1812.  Ilis  parents  were  also  South 
Carolinians  by  birth,  had  been  early  settlers 
in  Alabama,  moving  to  Perry  county,  that 
I State,  about  1820.  The  youth  and  early 
manhood  of  the  son  were  [)assed  on  the  bor- 
der, concerning  the  ways  of  which  he  knew 
from  actual  experience.  He  married  in 
j PeiTy  county,  Alabama,  about  1830,  and  two 
years  later  moved  to  Noxubee  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, then  a sparsely  settled  section  of  the 
State,"  the  ice  to  Pontotoc  county,  that  State, 
where  he  resided  till  his  removal  to  Texas. 
He  came  to  this  State  with  some  preparation 
for  the  duties  which  he  was  assume  as  one  of 
the  first  settlers.  By  reason  of  the  faithful- 
ness with  which  he  discharged  these  duties 
as  well  as  the  general  correctness  of  his  life 
he  was  always  found  of  good  repute  among 
his  neighbors  and  after  a life  marked  by  more 
than  ordinary  activity,  he  died  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  esteem  of  those  among  whom  he 
had  long  lived.  He  was  an  exceptional  type 
of  a man:  of  good  natural  ability,  strong 
force  of  character,  religious  in  temperament, 
earnest,  active  and  industrious.  He  died  in 
1871. 

His  wife  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  E. 
Smith,  was  a daughter  of  iMrs.  Nancy  Smith, 
originally  from  South  Carolina,  hut  an  early 
settler  of  ^Vlabama.  Mrs.  Pool  was  born  in 
Alabama,  where  she  was  reared,  and  she  is 
.still  living,  making  her  home  with  her  son 

O'  o 

Elbert  W.  Pool,  in  Milam  county.  Isaac  and 
lUary  E.  Pool  were  the  pai'onts  of  twelve 
children  whose  names  in  the  onlci"  (.if  their 
ages,  are  as  follows:  James,  who  died  at  the 
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ai'O  of  foi'tv:  .lolin.  who  died  at  tlie  aoe  of 
twenty-two;  Itryant,  who  is  a resident  of 
JMilam  eonnty;  Frances, the  widow  of  d'honias 
Glenn,  residing  in  ]\rilain  county;  IVfary,  un- 
married and  residing  in  Milam  county;  Wil- 
liam, who  died  in  INIilam  county,  leaving  a 
family;  Isaac  AL,  the  subject  of  this  notice; 
Elhert  W.,  a fanner  of  Milam  county;  Frank, 
who  died  in  Alilam  county,  leaving  a family; 
Nancy,  the  widow  of  Frederick  Place,  living 
in  western  Texas;  Zachary,  who  died  in 
Alilam  county,  unmarried;  and  “Doc”  Ghent, 
of  Milam  county. 

Isaac  M.  Pool,  with  whom  this  notice  is 
mainly  concerned,  was  boim  in  Noxubee 
county,  Alississippi,  Alay  3,  1837.  His  early 
years  were  passed  in  that  county,  he  being  a 
lad  of  fourteen  when  his  parents  moved  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Alilam  county.  Ills  school- 
astic  training  was  restricted  to  a few'  months’ 
attendance  in  the  local  schools.  He  entered 
the  Confederate  army  in  1861,  enlisting  in 
Company  G,  Fifth  Texas  Cavalry,  with  wdiich 
he  entered  field  service  in  Virginia.  He  had 
been  there  only  a short  time  when  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  sickness an;l  returned 
to  Texas,  where,  how'ever,  he  ao-ain  entered 
the  service,  going  into  the  transjiortatiou 
de})artment  wdiere  he  remained  till  the  close 
of  the  war.  His  service  in  this  department 
was  confined  to  hauling  supplies  from  the 
south we.« tern  frontier  of  Texas  to  the  troops 
in  the Ti-ans-AIississippi  Department.  When 
hostilities  had  ceased  he  returned  to  Alilam 
county,  where  he  married,  shortly  afteiwvard, 
W'ent  to  Posque  county  where  he  I’esided  for 
a year  and  a half.  He  then  retunu'd  to 
Milam  county,  where  he  rented  a small  farm 
and  engaged  in  farming.  In  1866  he  bought 
a |)art  of  the  place  on  wdiicdi  he  now  lives, 
s(‘ttling  h“re  in  that  year.  To  this  he  has 
add((l  hy  subs(‘(|uent  jmrchase  until  he  owns 


now  660  acre.',  225  of  wdiich  are  in  culti- 
vation. Farmino  stock-raisimr  and,  in  later 
years,  ginning  ha\e  occupied  his  time  and 
attention  and  he  has  met  with  reasonable  suc- 
cess. He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
four  years  in  his  precinct  and  somewdiat 
active  in  local  politics.  He  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order  and  has  been  a delegate  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  State.  He  has  been  a 
member  for  tliirty-eight  years  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  occupies  the  piositions  of 
Deacon,  Clerk  and  Superintendent  of  Sunday 
school. 

Mai'ch  9,  1865,  Mr.  Pocd  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Pow'ell,  a daughter  of  Green  Powell 
and  a native  of  North  Carolina.  To  this 
union  six  children  have  been  born:  Della,  the 
w'ife  of  William  Henderson,  of  Cameron; 
Hobert  AT,  an  attorney  of  Cameron;  Frank, 
Alvin,  ATillie  and  Olive. 

GACTAIN  DIONICOUSO.  hill,  l.nte 

of  Smithville,  was  born  in  Bastropcoun- 
ty,  Texas,  in  1843,  a son  of  Thomas  B. 
J.  and  Sarah  L.  S.  (Oliver)  Hill.  The  father 
was  born  in  Oglethorpe  county,  Georgia, 
wdiere  he  w’as  early  inured  to  farm  labor.  In 
1835  he  came  to  Texas,  and,  in  company 
wdth  his  brothers,  AI.  AI.  and  A.  W.  Hili, 
purchased  the  head-right  of  Genei-al  Edwai'd 
Burleson,  twelve  miles  east  of  Bastrop,  on  the 
Coloi-ado  river,  paying  fifty  cents  per  acre. 
In  the  fall  of  1835  Air.  Hill  retuimed  to 
Georgia,  was  married  in  the  summer  of  1840, 

O 

and  in  the  following  fall  came  wdth  his  w ife 
and  negroes  by  the  oveidand  route  to  this 
State,  locating  on  his  portion  of  the  league. 
He  began  farming  on  an  extensive  scale  f.>r 
for  those  days,  and  folhiwiMl  that  occupation 
until  his  death,  althomdi  in  1850  he  removid 
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to  Hastroj).  for  the  purpose  of  educating  liis 
sons.  Tlie  family  reniaine(l  tliere  until  lSo7. 
At  one  time  the  Indians  stole  some  horses 
from  his  neiehI)orhood,  hut  they  were  pur- 
sued, a skirmish  occurred  on  llidweway  prai- 
rie, and  the  stock  was  rescued.  On  account 
of  being  a cripple,  Mr.  Hill  did  not  pai'tici- 
pate  in  the  war  of  1846.  In  his  political  re- 
lations, he  was  a pronounced  Democrat,  and 
in  1861  was  a member  of  the  Convention  of 
the  State  assembled  at  Austin  for  the  pur- 
pose of  voting,  whether  Texas  should  remain 
independent  or  cast  its  lot  with  the  other 
States  of  the  South.  Mr.  Hill’s  vote  was 
registered  in  favor  of  the  latter,  and  he  con- 
tributed of  his  means  to  the  cause  to  the  full 
extent  of  his  ability.  He  served  as  an  agent 
for  the  Confederate  Government  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  from  his  plantation  the  soldiers 
wives  and  children  were  supplied  with  pro- 
vision and  other  necessities  which  they  were 
not  otherwise  able  to  procure.  After  the 
close  of  the  struggle,  like  many  Southern 
gentlemen,  he  was  much  poorer  financially. 
Many  of  his  negroes  remained  with  him  until 
the  crops  of  1865  were  gathered,  and  a num- 
ber still  remain  at  the  old  homestead.  In 
1866,  after  the  return  of  his  sons  from  the 
war,  Mr.  Hill  gave  them  the  management  of 
the  farm,  and  was  retired  from  active  work 
until  his  death,  May  6,  1873,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years.  His  wife  still  survives,  and 
resides  with  her  children,  aged  sixty-nine 
years.  She  has  been  a member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  South,  since  her  girl- 
hood. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  had  two  children, 
Thomas  A.  and  D.  O. 

Thomas  A Hill  graduated  at  the  Military 
Institute  of  Marietta,  Georgia,  in  1861.  In 
the  same  year  he  joined  the  Thiial  Battalion, 
under  ISIajor  Capers,  of  Geoigia,  as  Lieu- 
tenant. F(>r  a time  he  was  iissigned  for  duty 


I on  Genera!  Stevenson’s  staff,  was  then  traus- 
j ferred  to  the  I’erty-Secoml  Georgia  Infantry 
j as  Captain  of  (iompatiy  1,  was  sent  to  Vicks- 
j hurg,  and  was  thei’o  captured  and  pai'oled. 
j Returning  to  Texas,  he  served  until  the  ex- 
' change,  after  which  he  was  assigned  to  duty 
j as  iVssistant  General  Inspector  of  Cavalry, 
under  General  Gano,  and  was  stationed  prin- 
I cipally  in  the  Indian  Xation.  During  the 
^ summer  of  .1864  Mr.  Hill  was  sent  hack  to 
his  company,  rejoining  Iiis  command  at  Dal- 
ton, Georma,  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
■ Resaca,  and  as  soon  as  able  returned  to  his 
company.  Mr.  Hiil  was  captured  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  remained  at 
Johnson’s  island  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 
In  the  summer  of  1866  he  began  merchandis- 
ing at  LaGratige,  Texas;  from  1870  to  1873 
followed  farming  in  Fayette  county;  was  en- 
gaged in  business  at  Columbus  until  the 
Southern  Pacific  Company  built  their  road 
to  AVeimar,  and  was  then  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising  in  the  latter  city  until  1885.  He 
is  now  banking  in  Weimar. 

Captain  D.  O.  Hill,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  a good  education  in  the 
college  of  Bastrop.  In  October,  1861,  he 
enlisted  for  service  in  the  late  war,  join- 
ing as  a private  Company  D,  Eighth 
Texas  Cavalry,  commonly  known  as  Terry’s 
Texas  rangers,  and  was  attached  to  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Shiloh,  Alurfreesborougli,  Chickamauga,  siege 
of  Knoxville;  was  in  all  the  battles  from 
Resaca  to  Atlanta,  from  the  latter  city  to 
Savannah,  Georgia;  next  to  Columbia,  South 
Carolina;  thence  to  North  Carolina,  where  he 
took  part  in  the  last  hattleof  the  Confederacy 
at  Beiitonville.  He  was  [)aroled  at  (Char- 
lotte, North  (’arolina,  in  April,  1865.  Air. 
Hill  sei'ved  thmuoh  the  entire  struo-ole,  and 
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was  never  wounded  oi'  eaptured,  and  spent 
Imt  little  time  at  home  on  account  of  sick- 
ness. From  (’liarlotte,  North  ('arolina,  to 
Oglethorpe  county,  Georgia,  Hill  I'ode 

his  own  hoi’se;  from  there  to  the  central  part 
of  the  State  had  Government  transportation, 
and  from  central  Georgia  paid  his  own  way 
home,  landing  in  this  county  November  18, 
1865.  At  the  time  of  the  surrender  he  had 
hut  S5  in  greenbacks.  Since  returning  home 
from  the  war  Mi‘.  Hill  has  followed  agri- 
cultural  pursuits,  now  owning  750  acres  of 
land.  In  1801  he  erected  a beautiful  resi- 
dence in  Smithville,  and  since  that  time  has 
made  his  home  in  this  city. 

Ifecember  25,  1866,  he  was  married  to 
Mi  ss  Nannie  Aldridge,  a native  of  Tennes- 
see,and  a daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Ilick- 
erson)  Aldridge.  The  parents  came  to  Texas 
in  1852,  when  Mrs.  Hill  was  cpiite  small, 
and  the  father  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  near  Bastrop.  He  was  the  first  to 
introduce  the  Durham  breed  of  cattle  in  this 
county.  Mr.  Aldridge  departed  this  life  in 
1862,  ami  his  wife  survived  him  until  1869. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  children : Mariah, 
wife  of  Thomas  J.  Smith;  John  H.,  of  Parker 
county,  Texas;  Nannie,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Walter;  William;  and  Mattie,  wife  of  E.  D. 
Oliver,  of  Weatherford,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hill  have  had  three  children : Susie  B.,  the 
wife  of  G.  AY.  Jones,  Jr. ; AA^alter  A.  and 
Thomas  O.  Mr.  Hill  is  a member  of  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  J.  Nixon  Lodge,  No.  421,  and 
of  Bastro])  Chapter,  No.  95. 

So.  EIDM.AN,  a farmer  and  stock- 
^ i-aiser  of  Williamson  county,  Texas^ 
— was  born  in  Kuroj)e,  July  8,  18)14,  a 
son  of  Seamon  O.  and  Catherine  ( K raft)  Eid- 


man,  natives  also  of  Gei-many.  The  parents 
came  to  Ameidca  in  July,  1886,  locating  in 
San  Felipe,  Austin  county,  dexas,  where  the 
•father  died  three  weeks  later,  aged  fifty-four 
years.  He  was  a merchant  in  the  old  country, 
could  speak  five  different  languages  fluently, 
and  was  a fine  scholar.  Mr.  Eidman  served 
in  the  European  war  in  1812,  and  for  services 
there  would  have  been  entitled  to  a pension 
all  his  life  had  he  lived,  the  family  also  being 
deprived  of  the  same  by  coming  to  this 
country.  Our  subject  now  has  in  his  posses- 
sion a medal,  awarded  to  his  father  for  cour- 
age and  bravery  by  the  German  Government, 
in  1812.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eidman  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  viz.:  S.  O.,  our 
subject;  Louie,  who  died  in  Austin  county, 
Texas,  during  the  war;  Frederick  G.,  who 
served  in  the  same  company  as  his  brother, 
Colonel  Terry’s  Kegiment,  served  through 
the  entire  struggle,  and  died  in  1877,  leav- 
ing one  child,  Fred  G.,  now  attending  the 
Southwestern  University;  Chaides,  wlio  was 
accidentally  shot  before  the  war;  Catherine, 
wife  of  F.  A.Perner;  Mollie  J.,  wife  of  John 
AY.  Allen,  of  Sealy,  Texas;  Lizette  and  Fred- 
erick G.,  twins,  and  the  former  died  when  a 
babe,  in  1846.  Frederick  G.  married  Mattie 
English,  and  she  departed  this  life  just  thirty 
days  after  her  husband’s  death,  in  1877.  Mr. 
Eidman,  the  father  of  our  subject  xvas  twice 
married,  and  by  his  first  marriage  he  had 
one  child,  Nettie,  who  was  married  to  Jacob 
Hill,  of  San  Felipe,  but  died  about  twelve 
months  after  marrying.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five 
years,  having  been  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  She  was  *a  woman  of  wonderful 
business  (pialifications,  deeply  devoted  to  her 
family,  always  keeping  in  view  their  best 
interests  and  welfare.  Her  Christian  life  and 
sympathy  extended  to  her  entire  acipiaiut- 
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ance,  and  in  many  ways  she  was  a model 
mother,  a e.hoice  neiglibor,  a clierished  friend 
a!id  a valnal)le  citizen. 

8.  ().  Eidman  assisted  in  tlie  maintenance* 
of  the  family  after  the  father’s  death,  work- 
ing two  years  at  $4  per  month,  but  was 
swindled  out  of  nearly  half  of  liis  earnings, 
and  in  the  meantime  secured  a position  in  a 
store  of  John  Crutcher.  Mr.  Eidman  hauled 
the  latter’s  goods  with  o.\  teams  from  Hous- 
ton to  San  Felipe,  and  the  lunil)er  for  his 
store-house  was  hauled  by  him  ou  a slide  or 
sled,  wlu'ch  lie  made  himself,  from  the  Ih’azos 
river  to  the  lot  upon  which  it  was  built.  He 
then  had  enough  money  to  buy  another  yoke 
of  oxen,  after  which  he  went  to  Houston  and 
purchased  an  ox  wagon  on  time,  paying  §115 
for  the  wagon  without  the  bed.  During  this 
time  Mr.  Eidman  also  bought  a home  in  the 
town  and  another  wagon,  with  which  he  en- 
gaged  in  freighting  from  Houston  to  San 
Felipe,  and  to  the  neighboring  towns,  where 
Indians  were  not  troublesome.  He  succeeded 
in  making  sufficient  money  to  educate  his 
younger  brothers  and  sisters,  he  being  the 
oldest  one  of  the  children,  and  continued  that 
occupation  until  1856,  at  which  time  he  had 
200  or  300  head  of  horses,  and  a considerable 
stock  of  cattle.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war  he  owned  about  1500  head  of  cattle, 
about  400  head  of  horses,  worth  from  §30  to 
§50  a head,  and  five  good  negroes.  He  was 
exempt  from  service  on  account  of  holding 
the  offices  of  Postmaster  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  San  Felipe,  but  toward  the  last  of 
the  struggle  he  furnished  a substitute  afrer 
having  iieen  in  camp  two  weeks.  During 
the  war  Mr.  Eidman  also  furnished  beeves 
to  the  soldiers,  taking  his  pay  in  Confederate 
scrip,  which  he  still  holds.  The  sohliei's  also 
helped  themselves,  free  of  charge,  to  all  his 
hor.'cs  they  could  get,  large  enough  to  riile. 


In  1805  he  began  the  mercantile  business 

O 

at  San  l'\dij)o,  under  the  firm  name  of  S.  O. 
Eidman  & Bro.,  which  partnei'ship  continiual 
until  the  brother’s  death,  and  the  stock  he 
then  sold,  in  order  to  close  u[)the  firm’s  busi- 
ness, at  a public  sale,  he  agreeing  to  superin- 
tend the  store  for  the  following  twelve 
months.  In  1879  he  was  compelled  to  again 
buy  the  stock  of  goods,  having  never  sold 
the  house,  and  then  conoucted  the  business 
under  the  style  of  S.  O.  Eidman  until  the 
fall  of  1891,  and  from  that  time  until  Jan- 
uary, 1891,  it  was  run  by  his  nephew  and 
brother-itdaw,  F.  A.  Berner.  The  store  was 
then  sold  to  our  subject’s  brother-in-law  and 
nephew.  He  changed  his  residence  to  George- 
town,Williamson  county,  in  September  1879, 
to  be  convenient  to  a good  school,  namely, 
the  Southwestern  University,  for  the  purpose 
of  educatincT  his  children  as  well  as  for  health 

O 

and  good  society.  He  served  as  County  Com- 
missioner several  terms  in  Austin  county, 
was  Alderman  in  both  San  Felipe  and  George- 
town, was  appointed  by  the  District  Court  as 
receiver  of  the  first  Texas  Furniture  Factory 
of  Georgetown,  was  assignee  of  the  late  firm 
of  Rucker  & Montgomery,  of  this  city,  and 
for  the  past  four  years  has  been  Agricultural 
Reporter  of  Williamson  county,  to  General 
Rusk,  of  the  Agricultural  Bureau  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  is  now  making  monthly 
reports  to  the  Hon.  J.  Sterling  Morton,  Sec- 
retary of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Eidman  was  married  in  1870,  to  Miss 
Virginia  Gregory,  a daughter  of  Humbleton 
Gregory,  of  Fayette  county,  Texas.  They 
have  eight  children,  viz.:  Charles  Sidney  and 
Katie  May,  pupils  in  the  sophomore  class  of 
the  Southwestern  Univei-sity;  Seman  ().,  in 
the  pi'cparatory  class  of  the  same  institution; 
Jennie,  Guy  Gregory  and  Hugh  Bi-yant,  at- 
tending the  public  school ; Kraft  Hewitt;  and 
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Iliimhloton  S.  Mr.  ainl  Mrs.  Eidinan  and 
fom-  of  tlie  children  are  ineiiihers  of  the 
IMetliodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Eidman  has  served  as  Stewai'd  for  a loiio; 
niimhei'  of  yeai'S,  bein<r  also  a member  of  the 
huildiiii;  committee  for  the  new  church.  lie 
has  held  all  the  offices  in  the  Iv.  of  II.,  and 
has  .'^erved  as  Secretary  and  Einancial  Secre- 
tary of  the  Iv.  & L.  of  II.  forever  ten  years. 
Afr.  Eidman  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
and  public-spirited  citizens  of  Williamson 
county,  and  his  life  is  one  of  progression  and 
noble  impulses. 


B)  ENJAMIN  J.  GRESHAM,  a mer- 
chant  of  Smithville,  was  born  in  Bas- 
— trop  county.  Texas,  January  26, 1860, 
a son  of  Joseph  and  Martha  L.  (Coats) 
Gresham,  natives  of  Georgia.  The  father 
came  to  Texas  in  1838,  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  Hill’s  prairie,  Bastrop  county.  Two 
years  later  he  purchased  a farm  five  miles 
southeast  of  Wehberville,  on  the  old  'Walters’ 
league,  where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  the  opening  of  the  war  with 
Mexico  in  1846.  He  then  entered  the 
United  States  service,  and  participated  in 
numerous  battles.  His  death  occurred  in 
1862.  Mrs.  Gresham  still  survives,  and 
makes  her  home  with  her  children.  They 
weie  the  parents  of  five  children:  Martha  J., 
wife  of  J.  M.  Wilson;  Antonette,  now  Mrs. 
J.  N.  Sandifer;  John  W.,  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Anna,  wife  of  J.  W.  Blair;  and  B. 
J.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  IMr.  Gresham 
was  one  of  the  most  promiueiit  Masons  in  the 
State,  having  taken  all  the  degrees  in  that 
lodge  fi'om  the  first  to  the  thirty-second.  He 
was  also  a mend)er  cd'  the  Methodist  E|)isco- 
pal  ( 'Inuadi. 


Benjamin  J.  Gresham  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Bastrop  county.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  with  W.  11.  Rivers, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Rivei'S  & Gresham, 
at  Elgin.  This  linn  continued  from  1881  to 
1889,  although  in  1887  Mr.  Gresham  came 
to  this  city,  where  they  established  a branch 
store.  In  1889  they  dissolved  partnership, 
our  subject  taking  for  his  intei-est  the  store 
of  Smithville.  He  continued  alone  until 
1891,  and  in  that  year  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  E.  H.  Eagleston,  under  the  firm 
name  of  B.  J.  Gresham  & Co.  The  firm 
have  two  stores,  in  one  of  which  they  carry 
dry  goods,  clothing,  boots,  shoes,  groceries, 
etc.,  and  in  the  other  hardware,  saddles,  fur- 
niture, etc.  They  carry  a stock  amounting 
to  $10,000,  and  do  an  annual  business  of 
about  $35,000,  employing  three  clerks  during 
the  greater  portion  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Gresham  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss 
Dora  L.  Davis,  a daughter  of  Gallant  Davis, 
of  Elgin,  Texas.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  five  children:  Wilber,  Yernon,  Bassil, 
Sherley  and  Charley.  Mrs.  Gresham  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Our  subject  affiliates  with  the  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
J.  Nixon  Lodge,  No.  421;  with  Bastrop 
Chapter,  No.  95,  and  the  K.  of  P.,  Smith- 
ville Lodge,  No.  92.  Mr.  Gresham  is  one  of 
the  most  enterprisitig  young  merchants  of 
Smithville,  and  is  highly  respected  for  his 
honest  and  upright  dealings  with  all. 


F)ETER  j.  gill,  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  country  merchants  of 
Bastrop  county,  was  horn  in  Missis- 
sip|)i,  October  17,  1846,  a sou  of 
Robert  and  Sallie  M.  (Johusou)  Gill,  natives 
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of  Mississippi  iiiid  Tennessee,  respectively. 
Tlie  fatlier  followed  farniinjr  many  years, 
and  in  1850  located  in  the  old  town  of  Has- 
troji,  Te.xas,  and  was  soon  afterward  elected 
Slieidlf  of  the  county,  lie  held  that  office 
from  the  tirst  election  to  the  close  of  his  life, 
in  18G2,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years. 
During  the  late  war  he  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  South,  hut  did  not  participate  in  the 
struggle,  as  he  was  a cripple.  He  was  a 
man  of  moderate  cii’cu instances  on  landing 
in  this  comity,  hut  his  ventures  hei’e  proved 
(piite  successful.  Mrs.  Gill  survived  her 
husband  only  until  ISGG,  when  she  too  de- 
parted this  life.  They  were  the  [larents  of 
ten  children,  viz.:  Thomas  A.,  of  Stockton, 

California;  Nancy,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Hailey  Stroud;  Louisa,  novv  Mrs.  Kirk,  of 
California;  Eliza,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
Reuben  Stroud;  Robert,  of  Hastroj);  Joseph, 
a I'esident  of  the  same  county;  Peter  J.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Albert,  of  California; 
Mary,  wife  of  G.  N.  Pierce,  of  Bastrop,  and 
James,  a resident  also  of  Stockton,  California. 

P.  J.  Gill  was  educated  in  the  town  of 
Bastrop.  In  18C5  he  joined  Captain  Hogan’s 
company.  Colonel  Baylor’s  regiment  of  Texas 
Cavalry,  and  served  for  six  months  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department,  but  never 
took  part  in  any  engagements.  After  the 
close  of  hostilities  Mr.  Gill  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  butchering  in  Bastrop,  but  two 
years  later  gave  his  attention  entirely  to  the 
l itter  occupation,  which  he  continued  ten 
years.  From  1881  to  1885  he  was  a dealer 
in  stock,  for  the  following  three  years  re- 
sided in  San  Saba  county,  then  remained  in 
Bastrop  until  1888,  and  in  tiiat  year  came  to 
his  present  location.  He  owns  part  of  one 
of  the  finest  farms  on  the  Coloi'ado  river  in 
Ba»ti'0|)  conn‘y,  which  was  hicated  by  his 
father  in-law  in  1849.  The  place  now  has 


1,100  acres  under  a fine  state  of  cultivation. 
In  1890  Mr.  Gill  erected  a good  frame 
building  on  this  nlace,  where  he  is  emoiged 
in  general  merchandi."ing,  cari-ying  a stock 
of  $5,000,  and  does  an  annual  business 
amounting  to  about  825,000.  In  addition 
to  this,  he  also  owns  and  conducts  a public 
gin,  and  during  the  year  of  1892  he  ginned 
about  700  bales,  230  bales  of  which  was 
raised  on  his  own  farm.  He  is  also  largely 
engaged  in  stock-raising. 

Mr.  Gill  was  married  October  27,  1875.  to 
]\[iss  Mary  A.  Muore,  who  was  born  in 
Bastrop  county,  Te.xas,  December  27,  1855, 
the  youngest  child  of  Mayor  A.  Woods  and 
Mary  (Miller)  Mooie,  natives  of  Alabama 
and  Mississippi.  The  father  came  ovmriand 
with  his  family  and  slaves  to  Texas,  landing 
in  Bastropi  county  in  1849.  He  immediately 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  our  subject 
now  resides,  consisting  of  a league  of  Colo- 

'CO 

rado  river  bottom  land.  He  afterward  sold 
part  of  this  tract  until  he  owned  a plantation 
of  1,750  acres  for  some  years,  but  subse- 
quently added  400  acres  more.  On  first 
locating  in  this  county,  Mr.  Moore  was  en- 
gaged  in  the  sawmilling  business  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  in  comj>any  with  a Mr. 
Sims.  In  1850  he  began  the  erection  of  the 
handsome  and  commodious  residence  which 
still  ornaments  the  farm,  and  which  at  that 
time  was  the  finest  residence  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Moore  located  the  trees  from  which  the 
lumber  for  this  Imilding  was  cut,  and  the 
lumber  was  sawed  and  the  house  erected 
under  his  own  supervision.  Air.  Moore  con- 
tinued the  milling  industry  only  a few  years, 
after  which  he  began  the  improxenient  of  his 
farm.  Under  his  able  management  the  place 
soon  developed  into  what  is  now  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  [dace.'  in  the  county.  II i‘ 
followed  farming  until  his  deatli,  in  1887, 
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altlioiij^h  for  two  years  al'tei-  the  close  of  tlie 
late  war  he  followed  inerchaiidisino'  in  lias- 
trop,  iti  company  with  Gilespy  Morga-.i  ife  Co. 

Mr.  Moore  always  too!-;  an  active  interest 
in  politics.  AVhile  a memher  of  the  State 
militia  during  the  war,  in  which  he  held  the 
office  of  Major,  he  was  elected  to  represent 
the  counties  of  this  Senatorial  district  in  the 
State  Senate,  and,  after  the  close  of  the 
struggle,  was  twice  re-elected  to  that  position. 
Mr.  Moore  was  a strict  member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church  almost  from  his  l)oy- 
hood  days;  was  one  of  the  best  known  mem- 
bers of  that  denomination  throufxbout  the 

O 

State,  and  was  noted  for  his  charitable  dona- 
tions to  church  and  public  buildings.  He 
was  also  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  and 
the  JC  A.  M.  He  was  one  of  the  prime 
factors  in  securing  the  railroad  from  Taylor, 
via  Bastrop  and  Smithville,  giving  the  com- 
pany the  right  of  way  through  his  fartii  and 
$1,000  in  cash  for  the  construction  of  the 
road.  By  his  first  wife  Mr.  Moore  had  five 
children — Thomas  K.,  a farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  of  Bastrop  county;  William  Worth, 
deceased,  was  for  many  years  a wholesale 
grocer  at  Galveston;  James,  a member  of 
the  firm  of  Moore,  McKinney  & Co.,  of  that 
city;  B.  A.,  wife  of  Leigh  Burleson,  Attorney- 
at-Law,  of  San  Saba,  Texas;  Mary  A.,  wife 
of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Moore  died  in  March, 
18G5,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  In 
1871  Mr.  Moore  was  united  in  marriage  with 

O 

Miss  Anna  Hubbard,  a native  of  this  county, 
and  a daughter  of  A.  M.  and  Martha  (Jones) 
Hubbard.  To  this  union  was  born  one  I 
child — A.  Woods.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  February,  1874,  and  ten  years  later 
the  father  marided  Mrs.  Anna  Trigg,  nee  ' 
Miller,  a sister  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Moore 
departed  this  life  October  5,  1887,  at  the  age 
of  sevenly  years.  Mrs.  Moure  still  resides 


iti  the  village  of  Bastrop.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gill  have  two  childi'en  - Mary  M and  Ftlie 
! B.  Mrs.  Gill  ami  both  daimhters  ai'e  mem- 

I " 

I l)crs  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church.  Mr. 
j Gill  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  of  tlie  I.  O.  ().  F. 

rJRAxNK  W.  B.  HUBERT,  farmer  of 
Milam  county,  son  of  Ben  and  Anna 
--  (Simpson)  Hubeid,  is  a native  of  Mo- 
bile, Alal)ama,  born  on  the  17th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1847.  His  father  was  born  in  Mis- 
sissippi, whei'e  lie  was  reared  and  educated, 
being  a son  of  David  Hubert,  a wealthy  and 
influential  planter  of  that  State  early  in  this 
century.  David  Hubert  was  of  English 
descent,  and  l)orn  in  Delaware,  as  was  also 
his  father  Paul.  He  served  in  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  and  subsequently  settled  in 
Mississippi,  where  he  devoted  his  last  years 
to  afrriculture,  which  he  carried  on  exten- 
sively  with  slave  labor  in  the  style  of  ante 
helium  days.  The  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice  came  to  Texas  about  1836,  beimr 
then  a young  man,  and  settled  at  Galveston, 
where  he  was  engaged  for  a number  of  years 
in  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  met 
with  marked  success.  Later  he  moved  to  old 
Booneville,  then  the  county  seat  of  Brazos 
county,  where,  until  his  death  in  1867,  he 
was  enoa^ed  in  the  real-estate  business.  He 
was  (piite  successful  in  all  his  undertakings; 
was  a public-spirited,  patriotic  citizen,  and  a 
potent  political  factor  in  central  Texas  thirty 
to  forty  years  ago.  He  served  as  a volunteer 
in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  late  war, 
held  a number  of  local  po^itions  in  Galves- 
ton and  Bi-a/.os  counties,  and  died  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  eontidence  and  esteem  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acapiaintances.  In 
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early  life  he  helonged,  in  ])olitics,  to  the 
American,  or  “Know-Nothing”  ])arty,  hut 
in  later  years  went  with  the  1 temoci-ats.  He 
was  a radical  secessionist,  although  op])Osed 
to  slavery.  Having  been  reared  in  the  be- 
lief of  the  doctrine  of  “ States’  rights,”  he 
remained  “unreconstructed”  in  his  views 
until  his  death.  He  Avas  a great  friend  and 
admirer  of  General  Houston,  who  was  a fre- 
quent guest  at  his  house.  He  helonged  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and,  while  never 
making  any  open  profession  of  religion,  he 
was  a believer  in  churches  and  in  the  salu- 
tary influences  of  church  people.  He  leaned 
toward  the  iMethodists  in  sectarian  belief. 

Anna  (Simpson)  Hubert,  the  mother  of  the 
subject  of  tliis  notice,  was  born  in  Haltimore, 
Maryland,  in  which  State  her  [)eople  settled 
in  Colonial  times,  being  originally  from  Scot- 
land. She  is  a daughter  of  Walter  Simp- 
son, who  was  a native  of  Maryland.  She 
is  still  living,  residing  now  in  Rockdale, 
where  she  makes  her  home,  and  is  ever  ready 
to  welcome  her  children,  grandchildren  and 
frieiids. 

Of  the  ten  children  of  Ben  and  Anna 
(Simpson)  Hubert  but  live  are  now  living. 
The  full  list  is  as  follows:  Ben,  who  died  at 
Bryan  in  1809;  John  C.,  who  died  at  Paris 
in  1890;  David,  who  died  when  3’oung; 
Frank  W.  R.,  of  this  notice;  Walter,  who 
died  at  Dallas  in  1887;  Charles  C.,  who  is  a 
stock-raiser  residing  at  Lampasas;  Hester 
and  Annie  (twins),  the  former  the  deceased 
wife  of  Judge  John  N.  Henderson,  of  Biyan, 
and  the  latter  the  wife  of  Judge  -J.  S.  Perry, 
of  Rockdale;  Florence,  the  wife  of  Solon 
Joynes,  of  Rockdale;  and  IMary,  the  wife  of 
John  S.  Bonner,  of  Tyler. 

frank  IV.  R.  Hubert  was  born  at  Mobile, 
Alabama,  during  a visit  ef  his  parents  to; 
lelatives  in  that  State,  theii'  home  biung  at  i 

c? 


Booneville,  this  State.  He  was  I'eared  in 
Te.xas  and  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Bi'azos  county,  whei’c  he  grew  up. 
He  as.'isttul  his  father  in  his  real-estate  busi- 
ness until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  with- 

drawimr  from  this  in  1807  on  account  of  ill 
o 

health  and  going  on  a farm  which  he  pur- 
chased in  the  Brazos  bottoms,  where  he  re- 
mained engaged  in  farming  until  1874.  At 
that  date  he  located  at  Rockdale,  whore  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  which 
he  followed  there  for  two  years.  Ho  then 
married,  and,  having  purchased  the  farm  on 
wdiich  he  now  lives,  he  moved  to  it,  where 
his  time  has  since  been  passed  pleasantly  and 
profitably  in  agricultural  pursuits,  for  which 
he  has  always  had  great  taste.  He  has  a 
farm  of  250  acres,  150  acres  of  wdiich  is  in 
cultivation  and  well  stocked.  His  agricul- 
tural hobby,  if  he  has  one,  is  for  fine  fruit, 
Jersey  cattle,  pea  fowds,  and  game  chickens. 
Mr.  Hubert  is  not  one  of  those  men  who  e.\- 
hibits  an  undue  desire  to  become  land-rich  or 
to  accumulate  property  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
natural  demands  of  the  mind  and  body.  II is 
motto  has  alw.ays  been  “ to  live  and  let  live,” 
and  by  this  he  means  to  live  rationally.  He 
is  making  proper  provision  for  the  comfort 
and  pleasures  of  those  about  him,  but  he  be- 
lieves that  a legacy  of  an  honorable  name,  a 
fair  education  with  good  principles  and  cor- 
rect habits  are  better  thino-s  for  children  to 
begin  the  battle  of  life  wdth  than  great  w^ealth 
in  ail}'  form.  He  married,  as  noted,  in  1870, 
taking  a comjianion  in  the  person  of  Miss 
Mary  M.  8andei-s,  of  Milam  county,  a daugh- 
ter of  Sherrod  and  Minerva  Sanders, 

notice  of  whom  wdll  be  found  in  the  sketch 
of  Sherrod  F.  Sanders,  their  son,  which  ap- 
pears in  tiiis  work.  Mrs.  Hubert  is  a native 
; of  Milam  county,  having  been  l)oni  on  the 
I old  Sanders  homestead  near  Rockdale,  where 
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slie  was  also  roarod,  l)eing  married  in  tlie 
lionse  in  wliicli  her  birtli  ocenri’ed.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ilnhei't  liave  had  bom  to  them  a family 
of  si.\  eliildren,  all  of  whom  are  yet  at  home 
with  their  pai'cnts:  Floi'ence,  Sherrod,  Grace, 
Annie,  Ross  atid  Ralph, — all  handsome, 
healthy  children,  one  of  them  especially, 
Florence,  a slender,  hliie-eyed  girl  of  four- 
teen, with  quiet,  studious  ways,  who  already 
gives  promise  of  that  great  beauty  of  mind 
and  person  for  which  tlie  ladies  of  lier  name 
are  famous.  The  other  little  girls,  Grace 
and  Annie,  are  bright  and  intelligent,  while 
the  hoys,  Sherrod  (or  “Joncie,”  as  he  is 
called)  and  Ross,  ah-eady  give  evidence  of 
good  husiness  qualities,  and  take  quite  an 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Hu- 
bert allows  his  children  a liberal  percentage 
of  the  income  from  the  farm,  and  does  not 
dictate  to  them  how  they  shall  spend  their 
money.  This  makes  them  feel  a personal 
interest  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Hubert  votes  with  the  Democrats, 
and,  while  never  soliciting  office  of  any  kind, 
he  has  frequently  been  chosen  to  represent 
his  fellow-citizens  as  a delegate  to  their  coun- 
ty, district  and  State  conventions,  and  has 
served  as  School  Trustee  ten  years  in  the  last 
tweh^e.  The  estimation  in  which  he  is  held 
hy  his  neighbors  was  shown  at  their  last 
annual  election  when,  of  the  thirty-nine 
patrons  who  voted,  thirty  five  supported  him 
for  the  office  of  Trustee,  being  the  strongest 
vote  ever  received  by  any  one  for  the  office 
at  Midway. 

He  is  not  a member  of  any  church  organi- 
zation, but  contributes  to  the  different 
churches  in  his  neiffhborhood.  fie  has  never 

O 

chewed  tobacco  and  was  never  drunk  in  his 
life,  yet  is  fond  of  a glass  of  wine,  and  few 
men  are  better  judges  of  a cigar  than  he.  He 
believes  in  the  “ pay-as-you-go  j)olicy,”  and 


has  never  sued  any  one,  or  been  sued  tor  a 
debt  whicli  he  had  contracted. 

]\Ir.  Hubert  is  a great  I’eader,  and  is  a reg- 
ular sulvscriber  to  no  le.ss  than  twelve  papers 
and  maga/dnes.  He  is  one  of  the  most  hos- 
pitable  of  men,  and  those  who  have  met  him 
at  his  home  and  felt  the  pi'essure  of  his  hand 
and  met  the  steady  glance  of  his  clear,  blue 
eyes,  will  not  soon  forget  it,  particularly  tlie 
hand-shake,  for  without  doubt  he  has  the 
most  terrific  grip  in  his  hand  of  all  men 
whom  the  writer  has  ever  met. 


M urray  rurleson,  one  of  the 

leading  citizens  of  Smithville,  was 
- born  in  Bastrop  county,  in  1849,  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Allie  M.  (Seaton) 
Burleson.  The  father  was  a son  of  Joseph 
Burleson,  Sr.,  who  came  to  Texas  in  1833. 
He  was  a brother  of  the  father  of  General 
Ed.  Burleson,  and  the  family  all  came  from 
the  same  State.  Joseph  B.,  Sr.,  was  a farmer 
by  occupation,  and  after  coming  to  this 
State  was  too  old  to  take  part  in  public 
affairs.  His  son  Joseph,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  came  dii-ect  to  Bastrop  county, 
Texas,  from  Tennessee,  in  1833,  locating 
four  miles  northwest  of  Smithville,  on  the 
Colorado  river.  He  remained  in  that  neierh- 
borhood  until  1852,  and  during  that  time  the 
Indians  were  very  troublesome.  While  re- 
siding there  the  celebrated  stampede  trans- 
pired. He  was  then  in  the  Texas  army,  but 
after  the  fall  of  the  Alamo  he  returned  home 
to  remove  his  family  to  a place  of  safety. 
Like  many  other  settlers  he  had  no  wagon 
and  only  one  horse,  but,  in  company  with  a 
neighbor,  they  made  a truck  wagon,  to  which 
they  hitched  a yoke  of  young,  wild  steei-s, 
and  thus  kept  pace  with  the  other  settlers. 
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altlioiio'li  lie  was  one  of  the  last  to  stait.  His 
wife  and  two  eliildren  rode  the  lioi'se,  and 
all  ari'ived  in  safety  at  the  Sabine  river,  whei-e 
they  remained  until  after  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto.  ()n  leavinir  home  they  hid  all  their 
household  elfects  po.ssible  in  cliffs  of  rocks 
aloim  the  Colora<lo  river.  ]Mr.  Hm-leson  re- 

O 

tunied  to  his  home  late  in  the  summer,  and 
planted  a crop  of  corn,  which  proved  a 
success,  and  was  a <^rcat  blessing  to  the  com- 
munity. Although  not  in  the  regular  State 
service,  Mr.  Jiurleson  was  a member  of  a 
company  of  minute  men,  and  took  pait  in 
many  skirmishes  with  the  Indians  and  ]Me.\- 
icans.  In  184G  he  moved  to  Buckner’s  creek, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising  until  1800,  and  in  that  year  moved 
to  Burnet  county.  His  death  occurred  there 
in  1802,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Murray  Burleson,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  country 
schools  of  Bastrop  county,  and  also  attended 
one  session  at  the  college  in  Bastrop.  When 
about  seventeen  years  of  age  he  engaged  in 
the  stock  business  in  this  county,  whicli  he 
followed  exclusively  for  five  years.  In  1808 
he  went  to  New  Mexico  as  a hired  hand,  in 
1870  drove  a herd  of  stock  to  Kansas,  in  the 
following  year  made  a second  trip  to  that 
State,  and  in  1872  closed  his  stock  interests 
and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
ohl  Smithville,  in  company  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Dr.  Taylor.  Three  years  later  Dr. 
Taylor  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  Smith,  and 
for  the  following  three  or  four  years  the  firm 
of  Burleson  & Smith  had  an  extensive  trade. 
In  1870  our  sul)ject  bought  most  of  the  land 
on  which  Smithville  is  now  located,  and  has 
since  purchased  considerable  more  real  estate 
in  and  around  the  village.  Mr.  Burleson 
donated  land  to  the  M.  Iv.  A:  T.  Railroad 
Company,  foi-  the  purpose  of  locating  adejiot 


at  this  place,  and  is  secridary  and  ti-easurer 
of  the  Smith\  ille  Town  Company,  which  con- 
trols 300  acres  of  line  land,  the  entire  tract 
being  sui-veyed  and  laid  off  in  town  lots. 
The  business  lots  are  27  x 125  feet,  and  the 
residence  lots  07^  x 125  feet.  The  land 
is  situated  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
jiictui'esque  valleys  on  the  Colorado  river. 
Mr.  Burleson  owns  individually  about  2,500 
acres,  located  principally  on  the  Colorado 
river,  about  700  acres  of  which  is  under  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation.  lie  also  owns  con- 
siderable city  property. 

In  1876  our  subject  was  married  to  Susan 
E.  Fawcett,  born  in  this  county  February 
22,  1854.  They  have  had  six  children, — 
Marian  4V.,  deceased;  Florence  D.,  deceased; 
Susan  J.,  Allie  R.,  Sarah  E.  and  Murray  F. 
Mrs.  Burleson  is  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  In  political  matters,  Mr. 
Burleson  is  a Democrat,  and  in  1882  was 
elected  to  the  position  of  County  Tax  Col- 
lector, in  which  he  served  two  terms.  So- 
cially, he  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M., 
No.  421. 


Z INA  P.  EAGLESTON,  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Smithville, 
— — ^ was  born  in  Wilmington,  North  Caro- 
lina, in  1833,  a son  of  S.  V.  and  J ulia  A.  (Mos- 
ley) Eagleston,  natives  respectively  of  Troy, 
New  York,  and  North  Carolina.  The  father 
moved  from  the  latter  State  to  Texas,  via 
New  Orleans  and  Galveston,  and  from  Gal- 
veston came  by  team  to  Bastrop  county,  lo- 
cating in  the  town  of  Bastrop,  which  at  that 
time  contained  oidy  a few  houses.  Mr. 
Eagleston  was  a carpenter  by  occupation,  and 
many  of  the  houses  erected  by  him  are  still 
standino.  The  lumber  for  these  houses  was 
whip-sawed.  He  erecteii  the  first  ])ul)lic 
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building  ill  the  city,  wliicdi  is  two  stories 
liio;li,  and  is  located  on  the  river.  Tliis  build- 
iug  was  used  for  court  pui-poses,  a church, 
theatrical  parties,  balls  and  many  other  things. 
The  liouse  is  now  known  as  the  Shepperd 
place.  The  old  Claiburue  bouse  was  also  erect- 
ed by  Mr.  Eagles  ton.  During  the  stampede 
from  Dastrop,  in  1830,  he  took  his  family  to 
the  Trinity.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  Texas 
army,  took  part  in  the  battles  of  San  Jacinto, 
San  Antonio,  Gaudalupe,  etc.,  and  after  the 
war  of  1830,  was  a member  of  the  minute 
men  of  llastrop.  In  1837  there  was  an 
alarm  of  Indians  in  that  city,  and  the  people 
congregated  in  block-houses  or  in  the  three 
forts.  From  eight  to  ten  families  were  at 
the  home  of  Mr.  Eagleston.  Being  ill  that 
night,  he  had  occasion  to  be  up  late,  and 
heard  a peculiar  noise  at  his  horse  lot,  but, 
thinking  he  had  better  return  for  his  gun, 
started  for  the  house,  when  he  was  discovered 
by  the  Indians,  and  was  shot  in  the  stomach 
by  an  arrow.  Mr.  Eagleston  succeeded  in 
securing  his  gun,  but  after  reaching  the  lot 
the  Indian  had  escaped.  He  was  shot 
Monday  night,  and  survived  until  the  follow- 
ing Thursday.  At  his  death  he  left  a wife 
and  seven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  years 
of  maturity  in  Bastrop;  Mariah,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Graves  Milligan;  Jemima, 
who  first  married  Hiram  Turner,  and  after 
his  death  she  became  thewifeof  Walker  Wil- 
son, also  now  deceased;  Mary,  widow  of 
Jonathan  Davis;  Zilphia,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Elias  Jones;  Amelia,  deceased,  was  first 
married  to  James  Read,  and  afterward  became 
the  wife  of  James  Walker;  Z.  P.,  our  sub- 
ject; John  G.,  deceased;  and  Sarah,  who  first 
married  Samuel  Churchill,  and  after  hisdeath 
became  the  wife  of  James  Walker.  i\Ii-.<. 
Eagleston  survived  until  1880,  <lyiug  at  the 
age  of  eighty- four  years.  She  was  a mem- 


G8.J 

j her  of  the  (himborlaud  Presbyterian  Church. 

I Mr.  Eufrleston  was  a mcmiber  of  the  Masonic 

i O 

order. 

Z.  P.  Eagleston,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  education  in  the  village  ot  Bas- 
trop, and  began  work  for  bimself  at  the  age 
of  eight  years,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
his  mother  in  supporting  his  sisters  and 
brother,  the  latter  being  a crijiple.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  weighing  at  that  time 
only  sixty-five  pounds,  he  entered  Captain 
Sam  High  Smith’s  Company  of  Texas  rang- 
ers, was  sent  to  the  frontier,  and  took  part 
in  many  battles.  Tiieir  trip  to  Chihuahua 
was  one  of  the  most  severe  undertaken  by  any 
men.  They  were  guided  by  a Mexican  be- 
longing to  Colonel  Hays’  regiment  of  volun- 
teer troops,  numbering  250  men.  Captain 
High  Smith’s  company  consisted  of  fifty 
Texas  rangers,  and  they  also  had  a Delaware 
Indian,  known  as  Captain  John  Connor,  with 
a small  band  of  his  own  family.  The  expedi- 
tion started  from  where  Llano,  Texas,  is  now 
located,  but  after  reaching  the  mountains 
east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  their  provisions  gave 
out,  although  they  had  started  with  forty 
days’  rations,  and  the  men  began  to  kill  and 
eat  pack  mules.  After  being  lost  for  forty 
days  the  Mexican  acknowledged  that  he  was 
unable  to  find  the  way,  and  begged  Colonel 
Hays  to  kill  him.  The  latter  would  have 
done  so,  but  was  prevented  by  Captain 
Smith.  The  Delaware  Indian  then  took 
charge  as  guide,  and  in  four  days  brought 
them  to  water,  which  was  the  first  that  man  or 
beast  had  tasted  for  four  days  and  nights. 
Arriving  at  the  pool  of  deep  water  on  a 
mountain  top,  men  and  horses,  with  eyes  pro- 
truding, nostrils  extended  and  tongues  swol- 
len and  parched  to  a blister,  made  a dash  for 
the  water.  After  resting  two  days  they  pro- 
ceeded to  Del  Norte,  and  next  to  El  Paso, 
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whore  tlioy  hooiired  some  h evc^c;,  the  Indian 
;u;tin<^  as  ^nide  until  they  i-eturne(l  to  eanip. 
They  proceeded  to  Austin  wheie  tliey  were 
discharged..  Mr.  Eagleston  received  $22.50 
per  niontli  lor  Ids  sei'vices,  and  I'uniished  hi.s 
own  outfit.  Captain  John  Connor  was  a man 
whotn  earlv  Te.xans  loved  to  honor,  beino' 

./  O 

brave,  intelligent  and  honest.  On  one  occas- 
sion  our  snbject  saw  him  chasing  a band  of 
Waco  Indians,  whom  the  whites  had  been 
lighting  for  sometime,  and  he  fired  and 
loaded  his  gun  eight  times  while  ninning  a 
mile  on  horseback. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Mr.  Eao-les- 
ton  began  work  at  the  blacksmith’s  trade,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  moved  to 
a place  called  Hog  Eye,  near  where  Elgin  is 
now  located,  where  he  conducted  a shop  for 
about  thi’ce  years.  lie  then  located  on 
Ridgeway  prairie,  twenty  miles  from  I>as- 
trop,  on  the  old  San  Antonio  and  Xacog- 
doches  road,  one  of  the  oldest  Me.xican  trails 
in  the  State,  and  which  was  a dividing  line  in 
the  land  survey.  Mr.  Eagleston  there  estab- 
lished a stock  ranch  on  a league  of  land, 
where  he  remained  for  thirty  years,  and  his 
ranch  was  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
State.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  brand- 
ing 2,500  calves  each  spring,  and  had  about 
500  head  of  horses.  At  the  opening  of  the 
war,  in  1801,  he  joined  Captain  High  Smith’s 
company,  William  H.  Parsons’  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  served  in  the  Trans-Mississippi 
Department.  lie  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Cotton  Plant,  Searcy,  Mansfield,  Yellow 
Rayon,  and  was  engaged  in  fighting  General 
Ranks  from  Mansfield  to  Alexandria,  for 
forty-one  days.  He  was  twice  wounded  in 
one  day  in  a skirmi.sh  against  Genei'al  Rank’s 
men  in  Louisiana.  He  was  shot  in  the  right 
arm,  just  above  the  hand,  from  which  he  still 
suffers,  and  also  thiough  the  body.  After 


the  close  of  the  st niggle  Mr.  hiagleston  re- 
sumed the  stock  business,  but  in  1873  letii-ed 
from  tliat  occupation  and  devoted  his  time  to 
fanning  until  18U0.  In  that  year  he  sold  his 
ranch  and  moved  to  Smithville,  where  he  em- 
barked in  mercantile  and  other  occu jiations. 
He  now  owns  a number  of  business  and  resi- 
dence houses  in  Smithville,  where  he  still 
resides. 

In  1857,  Mr.  Eagleston  was  muted  in  mar- 
riage with  ]\Ii's.  Rebecca  Scobey,  a native  of 
this  State,  and  a daughter  of  John  AV.  and 
Edith  Lytle.  The  father  located  in  Galves- 
ton county,  Texas,  in  1822,  later  moved  to 
Rrazoria,  and  his  death  occurred  at  Houston. 
He  was  one  of  the  noted  men  of  his  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eagleston  have  had  two  chil- 
dren. One  son,  Edward  H.,  is  engaged  in 
business  in  Smithville.  He  married  Miss 
Mollie  Clai'k,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and 
they  iiave  three  children:  Ida  May,  Zina  P. 
and  Edward  G.  Mr.  Eagleston  has  been  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O;  E.  since  his  twenty- 
first  year,  and  now  also  affiliates  with  the  L. 
of  11. 

C.  HIGGINS. — In  1840  there  landed 
at  Galveston  a young  man  who  was  des- 
tined to  leave  the  impress  of  a strong 
character  upon  the  social  and  physicial  life  of 
Texas,  and  who  now  lives,  in  the  person  of 
the  above  subject,  an  example  to  the  youth 
of  the  land,  and  of  the  {)ossibilities  of  a life 
of  honest,  earnest  and  patient  toil.  Mr.  Hig- 
gins was  born  in  Caledonia  county,  Vermont, 
November  2,  1815,  a son  of  Samuel  and  Ret- 
sey  (C'hamberlain)  Higgins.  The  parents 
came  to  America  on  the  same  ship,  the  father 
from  Ireland  and  the  mother  from  England, 
and  acquaintance  on  laiard  ship  resulted  in 
marriage  on  land.  f kt'y  located  in  Caledo- 
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Ilia  county,  Vermont,  whei'c  the  fatlier  died 
when  our  subject  was  luit  lour  j’ears  of  age, 
and  the  mother  when  lie  hail  just  passed  his 
sixth  year. 

J.  C.  Hiirgins,  the  subject  of  this  sketcli, 
was  thus  thrown  upon  the  world’s  mercy. 
The  Fairbanks  family,  of  Fairbanks  Standard 
Scales  fame,  were  relatives,  Mrs.  Erastus 
Fail-banks,  whose  husband  and  son  ha\e  both 
filled  the  Governor’s  chair  of  Vermont  since 
that  time,  havino  been  a Chamberlain,  and  a 
full  cousin  to  the  mother  of  our  subject.  lie 
was  taken  to  their  home,  and  durino- their  en- 
tire  lifetime  was  treated  in  every  respect  as 
one  of  their  sons.  The  orphan  boy  was  so 
much  impressed  with  the  kind  treatment  re- 
ceived that  he  never  lost  correspondence  with 
them,  ami  the  name  of  Erastus  Fairbanks  has 
become  a fixture  in  the  Higgins  family.  The 
boy  grew  to  manhood  in  this  home,  and  was 
given  every  opportunity  to  perfect  himself 
in  the  trade  of  a machinist  and  millwriijht. 
At  maturity  Mr.  Higgins  found  himself  a 
competent  and  trusted  assistant,  and  it  was  in 
the  discharge  of  a duty  given  only  to  such  a 
jierson  that  he  became  separated  from  the 
Fairbanks  home.  In  1836  he  was  sent  by  a 
linn  to  superintend  the  building  of  a sawmill 
on  one  of  the  Alabama  rivers.  The  under- 
taking successfully  completed,  he  concluded 
to  try  his  hand  at  steamboat  engineering,  and 
for  the  following  three  years  plied  the  rivers 
of  Alabama. 

From  his  conversation  with  passengers  on 
the  boat,  who  were  returning  from  Texas,  he 
gathered  a good  idea  of  the  immense  re- 
sources of  this  State,  and  in  the  spring  of 
18-10  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
Lone  Star  State.  Landing  at  Galveston 
March  16,  of  that  year,  Mr.  Iliggiiis  jour- 
neyed on  to  Austin,  then  a hamlet  of  a h-w 
btraggling  houses,  subject  to  the  depredations 


of  the  Comanche  and  IVlexican.  The  lirst 
few  months  were  spent  witli  surveying  par- 
ties, and  on  expeditious  against  the  Indians. 
In  the  followinii-  June  he  concluded  to  settle 

i ^ 

I at  Hastrop,  and  accoi-dingly  engaged  to  run  a 
mill  near  that  point.  He  was  then  without 
means,  and  for  two  years  worked  for  wages, 
carefully  laying  up  what  he  did  not  need  for 
actual  expenses.  In  this  way,  in  1812  he 
was  enabled  to  Imy  the  mill  from  his  em- 
ployer,  and  thus  became  for  the  first  time 
owner  of  Texas  soil,  ten  acres  of  jiround  beini;: 
included  in  the  mill  site.  The  mill  was  lo- 
cated on  Copjieras  creek,  about  two  miles  from 
Eastrop.  Mr.  Higgins  early  saw  the  profit 
investments  in  tine  land  would  bring,  and  ac- 
cordingly threw  all  his  energies  in  the  work. 
Lands  and  mills  were  secured,  which  required 
much  help,  and  at  the  freedom  of  slave  labor 
Mr.  Higgins  lost  eighty  negroes.  The  war 
was  further  disastrous  to  him  in  the  nullify- 
ing of  contracts.  However,  the  increased  de- 
mand for  farms  after  the  close  of  the  struggle 
soon  made  the  land,  from  vv-hich  all  the  tim- 
ber had  been  cut,  more  valuable  than  ever 
before,  and  Mr.  Higgins  again  became 
wealthy.  He  still  retains  his  place  as  one  of 
the  solid  men  in  his  community,  although  of 
late  years  he  has  given  much  of  his  land  to 
his  children.  From  1871  to  1885  Mr.  Hig- 
gins added  merchandising  to  his  other  busi- 
ness interests,  and  also  did  some  private 
banking.  He  continued  the  latter  occupa- 
tion until  the  fall  of  1892,  when  he  retired 
from  active  business. 

He  was  first  married  in  Bastrop  county,  in 
December,  1813,  to  Sarah  Gamble,  who  died 
in  1819.  They  had  two  children:  William, 
a farmer  of  Bastrop  county;  and  Erastus 
Fail-banks,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Claude 
C , who  resides  with  his  grandfather.  Mr. 
Hiii-^^ins  was  again  mai-ried,  in  Seguin,  Gau- 
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(lalui^e  comity,  in  1852,  to  Mary  Keener,  and 
tliey  had  five  cliildren,  tliree  of  whom  grew 
to  years  of  maturity;  Samuel,  a farmer  of 
Jlastrop  county;  Blanche,  wife  of  Brook  Dn-  j 
val,  also  of  that  county;  and  Horace,  de-  j 
ceased.  The  latter  received  a fine  education,  j 
graduating  at  the  University  of  the  South,  at  | 
Swanav,  Tennessee,  and  later  in  the  law  de-  i 
partment  of  the  University  of  Virginia.  | 
After  returning  home  he  became  a partner  of 
Hon.  Sayres,  now  Congressman  from  this  dis-  j 
trict,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  our  subject. 
Ho  race  Higgins  started  on  a career  that 
would  certainly  have  been  a brilliant  one,  if 
death  had  not  cut  short  his  young  life.  He 
lived  but  three  months  after  beginning  the 
practice  of  law,  dying  January  4,  1880.  Mrs. 
Higgins  died  in  1861,  and  in  Bastrop  county, 
in  1867,  our.  subject  married  Mrs.  Caroline 
Yellowly.  Her  daughter,  Charlton,  became 
Mrs  Briger,  and  now  resides  in  San  Angelo, 
Te.\as.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Higgins  have  two 
daughters:  Lela,  wife  of  Pope  Holland,  of 
Atlanta,  Georgia;  and  Fairbanks,  aged  fifteen 
years.  Mr.  Higgins  has  been  too  much  im- 
mersed in  business  to  take  an  active  part  in 
politics,  although  in  1857,  on  returning  from 
a visit  to  his  benefactor’s  home  in  Vermont, 
he  found  he  ha<l  been  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Mr.  Higgins  has  been  a Mason  since  1848, 
and  has  taken  all  the  chapter  degrees  of  that 
order.  He  is  Senior  AVarden  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Bastrop. 

D,  A N 1 E L S.  C 1 1 ESS  1 1 E R,  Co  u n ty  J u dge 
1 of  AVilliamson  county,  was  born  in 
— — Overton  county,  Tennessee,  Septeml)er 
16,  1836,  son  of  John  B.  and  Louisa  A. 
(Gaines)  Chessher,  both  natives  of  of  Tennes- 


see. The  father  was  a farmei-  l)ut  when 
young  was  engaged  in  teaciiing.  During  the 
Indian  war  he  was  under  General  Jackson, 
hut  witli  this  exception  led  an  uneventful 
life,  dying  in  1853,  aged  sixty-three  years. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Ej)iscopal  Church.  The  latter 
survived  her  husband,  dying  in  1863,  ao-ed 
sixty-three.  Five  children  wei’e  honi  in  this 
family,  namely;  Lucinda,  died  at  the  age  of 
seven;  Benson  B.,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
yeai's;  our  subject;  Sarah  G.,  widow  of  W. 
AV.  Nicholas,  resides  in  Georgetown;  and 
Janies  F..  who  enlisted  in  Tom  Green’s  bri- 
gade in  1862,  died  in  the  army  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  when  on  the  way  back  from 
New  Mexico. 

Our  subject  was  educated  at  tlu>  country 
schools  in  Texas,  having  come  to  the  State 
with  his  family  in  1838.  They  settled  in 
what  was  AValker  county,  but  later  removed 
to  Montgomery  county.  After  completing 
his  course  in  the  country  schools  he  had  the 
additional  advantage  of  attending  the  AVaverly 
Institute  in  Walker  county,  after  which  he 
studied  medicine  and  attended  the  medical 
department  of  the  University  of  Louisiana, 
graduating  therefrom  in  1859.  After  grad- 
uating he  returned  to  Industry,  Austin 
county,  Texas,  where  he  practiced  ten  years. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  he  enlisted  as 
a private,  but  was  elected  Second  Lieutenant 
of  Company  A,  Twentieth  Texas  Volunteer 
Infantry,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  During  that  time  he  was 
in  General  S.  P.  Mosely’s  division,  Harrison’s 
brigade,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Gal- 
veston, January  1,  1863  and  in  several  bom- 
bardments  afterward.  lie  continued  to  serve 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  i-etired  to 
hi.s  home  and  resunuvl  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  continuing  in  it  until  1870,  wlum 
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he  rented  a farin  and  cno;aged  in  a^n-icultiiral 
jnirsuits.  Ahont  this  time  lie  decided  to 
abandon  the  practice  of  medicine  and  began 
I'cadincT  of  law.  So  faitlifnl  was  lie  in  Ids 
studies  in  this  direction  tliat,  in  1873,  he  was 
licensed  to  practice  and  has  continued  in  this 
profession  over  since,  lie  settled  in  (leorge- 
town.  in  1875,  and  has  resided  here  continn- 
onsly  ever  since.  The  office  of  Comity  Judge 
was  offei'ed  him  in  1876,  and  he  held  it  until 
1878,  when  he  was  again  elected,  holding 
the  position  until  1880.  At  that  date  he  re- 
tired from  public  office  until  1888,  when  his 
name  again  came  before  the  people  as  noiyi- 
nee  for  the  same  office  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  So  popular  is  he  that  he  was  elected 
without  ojiposition,  and  re-elected  in  1800, 
with  a majority  of  2,414  votes  over  his  op- 
ponent a Third  i’arty  man. 

Judge  Chessher  was  married,  November  7, 
1860,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bettie  Daughtrey, 
daughter  of  Bryant  and  Anna  Daughtrey,  of 
Austin  county,  Texas.  Four  children  have 
been  horn  to  them,  namely:  Nora;  Daniel  S., 
Jr.,  married  to  Miss  Laura  Snider,  of  George- 
town, daughter  of  Captain  J.  W.  Snider; 
John  B.,  with  his  father  in  his  farming  in- 
terests; and  Joe  M.,  still  at  home.  Both  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  which  he  is  a 
Trustee  and  Steward.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Comman- 
dery  and  has  filled  the  position  of  High 
Driest  of  his  lodge  and  District  Deputy 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas, 
beside  serving  as  a delegate  to  many  State 
conventions.  He  is  also  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  of 
Texas. 

<)u  his  mother’s  side  our  subject  comes  of 
illustrious  stock.  Her  father,  flames  Gaines, 
was  a memljer  of  the  committee  that  declared 


the  independence  of  Texas  in  1836,  and,  be- 
longed to  the  committee  which  di'ew  uj)  that 
instrument  and  alsu  the  first  constitution  of 
the  State  of  Texas.  Judee  Chesshei-  is  well 

O 

known  throughout  the  entire  county,  being 
noted  for  his  impartial  judgment  and  fair  de- 
cisions. 


^ W.  JONES,  a prominent  and  succc^ss- 
ful  man  of  Bastrop  county,  was  born 
on  the  fann  on  which  he  still  resides, 
in  1864,  a son  of  Benjamin  F.  and 
Margaret  V.  (Wilson)  Jones.  The  father 
came  to  Texas  with  his  father  and  brother, 


G.  W.  Jones,  in  an  early  day,  and  engaged  in 
farming  where  our  subject  now  resides.  He 
died  April  21,  1884,  leaving  five  children : G. 
W.,  our  subject;  Rachel,  wife  of  Dr.  Powell; 
Frankie,  wife  of  Granville  Winston,  of  Smith- 
ville;  and  W.  D.  C.  and  James  S.,  at  home. 
The  mother  is  still  livina.  Mr.  Jones  was  a 

O 

member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Gamble  Lodge, 
and  of  the  R.  A.  M.,  Bastrop  Lodge,  No.  95. 

G.  W.  Jones,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  educated  at  Bastrop  and  Tehuacana, 
Limestone  county.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  began  work  for  himself,  as  man- 
ager of  his  father’s  estate,  which  contained 
1,200  acres  in  cultivation.  January  1,  1893, 
the  property  was  divided,  and  Mr.  Jones  now 
has  350  acres  of  share  under  a fine  state  of 
improvement.  In  1892  he  embarked  in  the 
dnig  business,  in  company  with  O.  G.  De- 
cherd,  under  the  firm  name  of  C.  Decherd  & 
Co.  They  erected  a two-story  brick  building. 
In  1890  Messrs.  Jones  and  Powell  purchased 
a steam  cotton  gin  and  gristmill  at  Smith- 
ville,  which  they  still  opei'ate.  Our  subject 
also  owns  an  adilition  to  the’  town  of  Smith- 


ville,  consisting  of  eight  acres. 
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IIISTOUY  OF  TEXAS. 


lie  was  iiian'ied  December  15,  1885,  to 
Mis?  Susie  Hill,  a dauglitei'  of  Captain  D.  ( ). 
Hill.  Mrs.  Jones  is  a member  of  the  iNIetliod- 
ist  Oliurcli.  Mr.  Jones  affiliates  witli  the  A. 
F.  & A.  M.,  J.  Ni.xoii  Lodge,  No.  421,  with 
IJastrop  Chaptei’,  No.  95, and  with  the  Kr  iglits 
of  Pythias,  Smithville  Lodge,  No.  92. 

OIIN  FAWCETT,  a farmer  of  Bastrop 
county,  was  born  in  London,  England, 
December  18,  1815,  a son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Slater)  Fawcett,  natives  also  of  Eng- 
land. After  coming  to  this  country,  the 
father  followed  tlie  carpenter’s  trade  at  Cin- 
cinnati and  tliat  vicinity,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1883.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1860.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren. viz.:  Thomas,  who  died  in  Cincinnati, 
at  tlie  age  of  twenty-five  years;  John,  onr 
subject;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Henry  Bates,  of 
Cincinnati;  Sarah,  who  first  married  a Mr. 
Crayon,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  Ep- 
plev,  of  Cincinnati;  and  William,  who  came 
to  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  in  1850,  and  now 
makes  his  home  among  his  children. 

John  Fawcett  came  with  his  parents  to 
America  when  three  years  of  age,  landing  at 
Baltimore,  Maryland, and  later  went  to  Wheel- 
ing, West  Virginia.  In  the  latter  city  he 
built  a flat  boat,  floated  down  the  Ohio  river, 
and  arrived  at  Cincinnati  December  25,  1818. 
He  remained  under  parental  care  until  fifteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  took  a drove  of  horses 
to  South  Carolina,  made  other  trips  for  a few 
years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1836  brought  a num- 
ber of  race  horses  to  Texas.  Mr.  Fawcett 
took  his  stock  to  Houston  and  Galveston,  and 
in  1845  came  to  Bastrop  county.  After  lo- 
cating in  this  county  he  purchased  a small 
tract  of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  adde<l  un- 


til he  now  owns  3,100  acres,  500  acres  of 
which  is  under  a fine  state  of  cultivation. 
His  large,  two-story  brick  dwelling  is  located 
on  the  bluff,  150  feet  above  the  valley,  and 
this  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  residence 
sites  in  the  State.  Mr.  Fawcett  conducts  a 
gin  for  the  use  of  his  own  farm.  In  an  early 
day  he  built  and  conducted  a sawmill  on  his 
timber  land,  and  hauled  lumber  to  Austin 
and  San  Antonio.  In  1862  he  assisted  in 
organizing  a cotton  factory  at  Bastrop,  but 
which  was  discontin^ued  after  the  close  of 
the  war.  He  next,  in  1865,  opened  a large 
st(^k  of  general  merchandise  in  this  city,  but 
on  account  of  low  prices  this  proved  unsuc- 
cessful, and  he  sold  his  store  in  1867.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Fawcett  has  given  his  time  and 
attention  entirely  to  his  large  farm.  He  has 
about  twenty  tenement  houses  on  his  place, 
and  raises  about  150  bales  of  cotton  annually, 
also  an  abundance  of  corn.  Since  farming 
ui  Bastrop  county,  he  has  lost  only  two  crops, 
one  from  overflow,  and  the  other  from  drouth 
and  grasshoppers. 

Mr.  Fawcett  was  married  in  1845,  to  Miss 
Marian  W.,  a daughter  of  Joseph  Burleson, 

I Sr.,  wdio  came  to  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  in 
1832.  He  was  too  old  to  take  much  interest 
in  the  range  service,  but  assisted  the  fron- 
tiersmen all  he  vv^as  able.  He  was  a promi- 
nent farmer  and  slave  owner,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  1849.  Mr.  .and  Mrs.  Fawcett 
had  seven  children,  two  now  living:  Joseph- 
ine P.,  wife  of  Robert  T.  Wilkins,  a farmer 
of  Bastro])  county;  and  Susan  E.,  wife  of 
Murry  Burleson,  the  owner  of  the  town  site 
of  Smithville,  and  one  of  its  most  entcrpris- 
incr  men.  Mrs.  Fawcett  died  in  1856,  and  in 
1858  our  subject  married  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Rhem,  who  was  born  March  29,  1840,  a 
i daughter  of  Dr.  Wm.  B.  and  Sarah  (Drew) 

1 Rhem,  natives  of  North  Chirolina.  The  father 
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j'i'acticed  medicine  from  early  life,  and  was 
also  a Baptist  minister.  lie  came  to  Fay- 
erte  county,  Te.xas,  in  1854.  where  he  gave 
np  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  devoted  his 
time  to  the  ministry  and  farming.  He  died 
in  that  county' in  1860.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Ilhem 
had  seven  children:  Sarah  E.,  nowMivs.  Faw- 
cett; Susan,  wife  of  G.  Hill,  of  Bosque  coun- 
ty, Texas;  Caroline,  wife  of  S.  Kenady;  An- 
nie E.  was  the  wife  of  4’hos.  .1.  Hardiman, 
decea.sed;  Amanda,  wife  of  Jndson  AVilliams; 
Idllie,  who  married  a Mr.  Darby;  and  the 
next  cliild  died  when  young.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fawcett  have  had  five  children,  namely; 
elesse  R.,  deceased  at  the  age  of  eight  years; 
John  Sumpter,  who  died  while  attending 
Baylor  University,  Independence,  March  11, 
1881,  at  about  the  age  of  twenty  years;  Al- 
bert G.,  aged  thirty  years,  is  married,  and  re- 
sides at  Smithville;  Minnie  S.,  wife  of  T. 
G.  Sayers,  also  of  tiiis  city;  and  Clarence, 
aged  twenty-five  years,  is  assisting  his  father 
on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Fawcett  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary  Bap- 
tist Church. 

SHERROD  F.  SANDERS,  the  subject 
\ of  this  brief  biographical  notice,  one  of 
- — Milam  county’s  representative  farm- 
ers, is  a son  of  Sherrod  AY.  Sanders,  a na- 
tive of  Alabama,  born  in  1812,  who  after 
marriage  in  his  native  State,  moved  in  1853 
to  Texas,  and  settled  in  Milam  county  on  a 
farm  six  miles  north  of  the  present  town  of 
Rockdale,  where  he  subsequently  lived  and 
died.  He  was  for  many  years  one  of  this 
enunty's  leading  farmers  and  stnck-iTrowers. 
and  left  at  his  death  what  was  consideic'd  at 
that  time  a very  respectable  foi-tune.  He 


led  a (piiet.  orderly  life,  staying  closely  about 
his  home  and  attending  strictly  to  his  own 
business,  but  interested  himself  in  neighbor- 
hood and  county  affairs  to  that  extent 
that  his  judgment  dictated  as  proper, 
being  always  ready  to  help  those  around  him 
who  stood  in  need  of  his  help  and  to  whom  he 
could  render  assistance  as  friend  and  neigh- 
bor. He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
(diurch  for  many  years  and  an  Odd  Fellow 
in  good  standing  in  the  order.  He  had  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Alabama  but  never 
filled  any  public  offices  in  this  county.  His 
parents,  William  and  Susan  Sanders,  wei'e 
very  early  settlers  in  Alabama,  where  they 
died,  his  father  being  a planter  of  means  and 
good  standing  in  the  locality  where  he  lived. 

The  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  notice, 
Minerva  Duke,  like  her  husband,  was  born  in 
Alabama,  her  parents  who  were  South  Caro- 
linians by  birth,  having  settled  in  Alabama 
in  early  Indian  times.  She  and  her  husbaml 
were  married  in  1852,  and  the  followinu- 

D 

year  came  to  Texas.  They  had  five  children, 
four  of  which  reached  maturity  and  are  now 
living:  Sherrod  F.,  of  this  sketch;  Green 
Terrell,  a farmer  of  Milam  county;  Alabama, 
the  wife  of  Georcre  E.  Marshall,  of  Cameron, 
and  Minerva  May,  the  wife  of  Frank  W.  R. 
Hubert,  of  this  county. 

Sherrod  F.  Sanders  was  born  in  Alabama, 
February  16,  1853.  He  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead  in  the  southwest  part  of  Milam 
county,  spending  his  boyhood  and  youth,  or 
the  greater  part  of  it,  like  most  other  boys  of 
that  date,  in  the  saddle,  and  received  only 
sucb  educational  advantages  as  were  offered 
by  the  schools  of  the  county  twenty-tive  years 
ago,  which  it  may  be  added  were  meager 
enoiioh.  In  1876  he  married  Miss  Idella  E. 
Cooper,  a daughter  of  A.  I).  Cooper,  of 
Milam  county,  and  the  same  year  settled  on 
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]>art  of  his  futlier’s  honicsteiul  wliieli  had  heeii 
set  aside  to  him  where  he  heoaii  fai’iniiig  for 
liimself.  A year  later  lie  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  his  wife,  she  dying  and  leaving  one 
child,  a daughter  named  for  herself,  now  a 
grown  young  lady.  In  1880  Mr.  Sanders 
married  again,  this  time  to  Miss  Ada  Flor- 
ence  Pickens,  a native  of  Tennessee,  and  a 
dano-hter  of  John  F.  and  Lottie  J.  Pickens, 
who  moved  to  Texas  about  1875,  and  settled 
in  Milam  county.  To  this  union  five  chil- 
dren have  hecn  born:  Lettie  Minerva,  William 
F.,  Luella,  Wallace,  Imogene. 

Mr.  Sanders  has  a farm  consisting  of  250 
acres,  150  acres  of  which  is  in  cultivation 
and  furnished  with  all  the  necessary  appli- 
ances for  successfully  carrying  on  the  same, 
lie  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church,of  which  he  is  Steward,  and  they" 
have  a pleasant  home  which  they  have  sur- 
rounded witli  the  needful  comforts  and  good 
Christian  influences. 


HI  ON.  JAMES  M.  McKinney,  Sen- 

j ator  from  the  Eleventh  Senatorial 
1 district,  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Milam,  Falls  and  McLennan,  is  a 
native  of  Coosa  county,  Alabama,  where  he 
was  born  October  5,  1841.  His  parents  were 
Jasper  and  Martha  (Bozeman)  McKinney, 
both  of  whom  \vere  also  natives  of  Alabama. 
Jasper  McKinney  was  a son  of  Harris  and 
Jennie  (Ivy)  McKinney,  and  Martha  Boze- 
man was  a daughter  of  Nathan  and  Harriet 
Bozeman.  In  the  sketch  of  W.  E.  Bozeman, 
which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  will 
be  found  a historical  review  of  the  Bozeman 
family.  The  McKinneys,  Ivys  and  Doze  : 
mans  were  all  early  immigrants  to  America, 
coming  oi'iginally  from  Scotland,  England 
and  Ocrmany  respectively,  and  belonged  to  | 


that  class  of  sturdy,  indnstidous,  (piiet, 
home-loving  and  chureh-biiihling  [)eople 
who  flocked  fi-om  Eiiro[)e  to  these  shores 
during  the  early  years  of  the  last  centui-y 
and  whose  influences  have  told  jtoweiJtilly 
in  the  history'  of  civilization  in  the  Western 
Woidd.  The  ])rogenitors  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  settled  probably  first  in  Virginia 
and  the  Carolinas,  as  the  lines  have  been 
ti-ace<l  back  to  these  States.  The  ^IcKin- 
neys  and  Bozemans  are  known  from  the 
records  to  have  been  early'  settlers  both  in 
Georgia  and  Alabama,  in  each  of  which  States 
they  were  among  the  substantial  people 
and,  in  occasional  instances,  conspicuous  lig- 
ures,  in  the  communities  where  they  lived. 
The  parents  of  James  M.  McKinney  were 
born,  the  father  in  1821,  and  the  mother  in 
1823.  They  w'ere  married  in  1840,  and 
twelve  yeai's  later,  in  1852,  moved  to  Texas, 
settling  in  Milam  county,  where  the  mother 
still  resides,  the  father  dying  here  in  1880. 
The  father  was  a plain  farmer,  but  possessed 
ample  means  and  passed  his  years  on  earth 
in  peace  and  comparative  ease.  On  his  re- 
moval to  this  State  he  came  overland,  bring- 
ing, in  tlie  piitriarchal  manner  common  in 
those  days,  his  flocks,  herds,  servants  and 
household  effects,  with  which  he  immediately 
resumed  his  chosen  calling,  that  of  farming 
and  stock-raising,  in  his  new  home.  He 
freed  his  slaves,  however,  not  loner  after  ar- 
riving  in  the  State,  being  opposed  lo  the  in- 
stitution. The  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
which  he  held  both  in  Alabama  and  Texas, 
was  the  oidy  elective  ]>osition  to  which  he 
was  ever  called,  his  time  being  taken  almost 
exclusively  with  his  own  intere.-its.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a Democrat  and  for  twentv-five 
yeai's  an  active  and  earnest  membei-  t>f  the 
Baj)tist  ('linrch.  His  wife  was  an  indu.-trimis 
woman,  devoted  to  her  househuld  affairs  and 
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a zealoiiis  Cliristiaii.  Tliey  were  tlie  j)arents 
of  eleven  cliildren,  four  sons  and  seven 
dauglitei's:  l\[ary  F.  is  the  widow  of  James 

Pool  and  resi<les  at  Maidin,  Falls  county; 
Jennie  is  the  wife  of  J.  AV.  Porter,  of  Burle- 
son county;  Hattie  is  the  wife  of  John  Caid- 
ton,  of  Milam  county;  Ann  is  the  wife  of  A. 
M.  A^aTidivere,  of  Milam  county;  Nathan  B. 
is  a resident  of  Marlin,  Falls  county;  Flor- 
ence, the  wife  of  Rev.  C.  P.  Lumpkin,  of 
Hill  county,  now  deceased;  Patrick  II.  lives 
in  Milam  county;  Mattie  is  the  wife  of  J.  E. 
Cosby,  of  Abilene;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  J.  A. 
Smith,  of  Milam  county;  Adoniram  J.  is  a 
resident  of  Milam  county,  and  Einma  died 
in  infancy. 

James  M.  McKinney  was  in  his  tenth  year 
when  his  parents  moved,  to  Texas.  He  was 
reared  in  Milam  county,  in  the  private  and 
select  schools  of  which  he  received  his  early 
education.  He  also  attended  for  a few 
months  Soule  University,  at  Chappel  Hill, 
AFashington  county,  but  left  this  institution 
at  the  acre  of  seventeen  and  entered  the  local 

O 

academy  at  Port  Sullivan,  Milam  county, 
where  he  spent  two  years. 

In  August  1861,  before  he  had  entered  his 
twentieth  year,  he  joined  the  confederate 
army,  enlisting  in  Company  G.,  Captain  J. 
S.  Rogers,  Fifth  Texas  Infantry,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Archer.  After  a few  months’ 
service  in  this  command  Mr.  McKinney  was 
discharged,  but  re-enlisted  in  March,  1802, 
becoming;  a member  of  the  Seventeenth 
Texas  Infantry,  commanded  by  Colonel  T. 
P.  Allen  and  later  b}'  Colonel  G.  AV.  Jones, 
lie  was  in  active  service  from  the  date  of 
his  enlistment  till  the  surrender  and  took 
pai-t  in  a numlier  of  important  engagements, 
the  chief  of  which  wei-e  those  following 
Banks’  Red  river  camj)aign.  Receiving  his 
discharge  at  Hempstead,  this  State,  in  May, 


j 1805,  he  retui'ued  home,  where  he  immedi- 
j atcly  took  up  the  pursuits  of  ])cace. 
j Alarrying  in  1800,  Mr.  AIcKiuney  settled 
on  a farm  on  Jones’  Prairie,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  agriculture  and  stock-i-aising,  which 
he  has  followed  steadily  at  that  place  since. 
He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
farmers  of  Milam  county,  and  one  of  the 
largest,  owning  800  aci-es  of  land  lying  in 
one  of  the  richest  agricultural  sections  (J 
the  county,  325  acres  t>f  which  is  under  cul- 
tivation. Mr.  McKinney  has  resided  in  the 
vicinity  where  he  now  lives  nearly  all  of 
his  life,  and,  having  been  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  locality,  has  grown  to 
be  the  most  prominent  and  influential  man 
in  that  community.  He  came  into  general 
notice  first  in  1884  when  he  was  made  the 
nominee  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the 
State  Legislature  and  was  elected  and  repre- 
sented Milam  county  in  that  body  by  suc- 
cessive re-elections  until  1890,  when  he  was 
nominated  for  the  State  Senate  and  was 
elected  to  represent  the  district  composed  of 
the  counties  of  Milam,  Robertson  and  Brazos. 
By  the  reapportionment  Milam  county  was 
thrown  with  Falls  and  McLennan  and  in 
November,  1892,  Mr.  McKinney  was  chosen 
to  represent  this  district.  He  has  thus  seen 
a little  more  than  ten  years  of  continuous 
service  in  one  branch  or  the  other  of  the 
Legislature,  during  which  time  he  has  be- 
come familiar  with  the  course  of  legislation, 
has  formed  a wide  acquaintance  among 
Texas  legislators  and  politicians  and  has  ac- 
complished much  lasting  good  for  the  peo- 
ple whom  he  has  been  called  to  represent. 

On  all  (juestions  which  have  come  before 
I t!)c  bodies  of  which  he  has  been  a member 
I he  has  always  aligned  himself  with  the  nuij-t 
j stalwart  rej)resentatives  of  the  peuple,  op- 
! |)osing  class  legislation,  undue  corpoiaite  in- 
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i’.nenoes  and  monopolistic  tondencics.  Al- 
tlionoli  a farmer  and  dii’ectly  interested  in 
tlie  ])assage  of  all  measures  favorable  to  ag- 
ricultni'e  be  has  endeavored  to  take  a bi'oad 
view  of  matters  on  which  he  has  been  called 
to  act,  giving  to  each  interest  its  full  ])ro- 
tection  and  to  all  measures  proper  considei'a- 
tion.  For  six  years  in  the  House  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Finance  committee,  and  for 
two  years  he  served  as  a member  of  the  same 
in  the  Senate.  As  loner  as  lie  was  a member 
of  the  House  he  served  on  the  cominittee  on 
Revenue  and  Taxation  and  for  four  years  he 
served  in  the  same  body  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  Counties  and  County 
Ijonndaries.  In  the  Senate  he  has  served  as 
cliairman  of  the  committee  on  Agi-iculture 
and  as  a member  of  Judiciary  No.  1,  Con- 
stitutional Amendments,  Finance,  Peniten- 
tiaries and  Internal  Improvements.  In  the 
twenty-third  session  of  the  Legislature  he 
was  a member  of  the  Senate  committees  as 
follows:  cliairman  of  committees  on  State 

Affairs  and  Labor,  and  member  of  commit- 
tees on  Internal  Improvements,  Town  and 
City  Corporations,  Roads  and  Bridges, 
Frontier  Protection.  Public  Printino-,  Agri- 

O’  c> 

cultural  Affairs,  Insurance  Statistics  and 
History  and  Finance. 

In  the  twenty-second  Legislature  Mr.  Mc- 
Kinney took  advanced  ground  on  the  rail- 
road commission  bill  and  alien  land  bill, 
favorino-  rigid  enactment  in  each 'case,  and 
gave  his  views  freely  to  the  ])ublic,  both  on 
the  public  platform  before  the  election  and 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  after  he  was  elected. 

Mr.  McKinney  enjoys  a great  deal  of 
pojmlarity  with  the  jicojile  of  his  district, 
but  it  is  not  that  tleeting,  ephemeral  popu- 
larity so  often  elicited  by  what  is  calh'd 
magnetism  ami  which  not  unfie(pientl y dis- 


I 


a])|)cars  as  mysteriously  as  it  conue.  Hi' 


followei-s  are  attached  to  him  because  they 
believe  in  him.  Knowino-  him  to  be  hone.st 
and  earnest  in  what  he  does  and  possesseil 
with  a reasonable  capacity  to  intelligently 
serve  them,  they  have  learned  to  place  im- 
plicit confidence  in  him  and  to  abide  cheer- 
fully by  his  action  as  their  representative. 
Mr.  McKinney  makes  but  little  pretension 
as  a public  speaker  aTid  none  as  a politician. 
When  occasion  demands  he  can  set  forth  his 
views  with  clearness,  and  does  so  at  all 
pi’oper  times,  and  he  understands  also  the 
necessity  of  organization  in  party  politics, 
but  he  never  indulges  in  empty  oratorical 
display  and  does  not  believe  in  the  manij)U- 
lation  of  conventions  and  primaries  for  per- 
sonal ends. 

On  the  5th  day  of  October,  1866,  Mr. 
McKinney  married  Roxy,  the  daughter  of 
Major  T.  A.  Goodwin.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McKinney  two  children  were  born  — Fannie 
and  Mattie.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
1874  and  a year  later  he  married  Mrs. 
Sai'ah  J.  Chappell,  widow  of  Robert  II. 
Chappell  and  daughter  of  James  and  Harriet 
McIntyre.  Tins  lady  was  born  June  7, 
1842,  in  Washington  county,  Texas,  where 
she  was  reared  and  educated.  To  this  union 
five  children  have  been  born — J.  Alma; 
Hattie,  Emma,  Ethel  and  Carlton.  The  re- 
ligious connection  of  the  family  is  ^yith  the 
Baptist  Churcli,  in  which  Mr.  McKinney 
has  for  some  years  bees)  Deacon  and  repre 
sented  his  congregation  a number  of  times 
at  imjfortant  district  and  State  assemblies. 

yj  R.  C.  A\^ERA',  a loading  farmei-  and 
County  Commissioner  of  Williamson 
county,  Texas,  was  boni  in  Bastrop 
county,  this  State,  Januai-y  1,  1864.  He  is 
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II I STORY  OF  TFX.\S. 


<a  child  of  the  t'rontiei'.  Ills  physi(jue  indi- 
cates th(‘  development  of  a vigorous  eun- 
stitntion,  the  I'esnlt  of  open  aii-  exercise  on 
both  the  farm  and  tlie  ranae.  flis  oenial 

O tD 

and  hospitable  nature  is  j)ecnliar  only  to  men 
of  his  latitude. 

Willis  Avery,  the  father  of  V.  R.  C.,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina,  October  17,  1800. 
llis  father  was  also  named  Willis  Avery, 
and  he,  too,  was  a native  of  North  Carolina. 
The  latter  was  a mariner  and  made  many 
voyages  across  the  Atlantic,  on  one  of  which 
he  died  and  was  probably  buried  at  sea.  llis 
wife  was  Catherine  Overton,  and  AVillis  was 
their  only  child.  Some  time  after  the  death 
of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Avery  married  William 
McCutcheon.  They  had  two  children — 
William  and  Collins  Avery,  the  latter  re- 
maining in  Tennessee.  The  domestic  re- 

ro 

lations  of  the  family  were  marred  by  the 
disagreements  of  its  heads,  and  when  AVilliam 
was  about  six  3'ears  old  his  mother  and  half- 
brother,  Willis,  emigrated  to  Missouri  and 
located  in  Liiicoln  county.  Mrs.  McCutcheon 
was  married  a third  time,  her  last  husband 
being  Joseph  Jennings,  who  was  probably 
killed  during  the  Texas  Revolution.  He 
brought  his  family  to  Texas  the  year  of  the 
battle  of  San  Jacinto  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Rastrop  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
.Tennings  had  four  children,  as  follows: 
Abigail,  the  deceased  wife  of  John  Talk; 
Joseph,  deceased;  Catherine,  wiiose  first 
husband,  a Mr.  AVhistler,  was  killed  by  the 
Indians,  and  who  was  subsequently  married 
to  Sylvester  Lockwood;  and  Samuel. 

Willis  Avery  was  married  in  Missouri  to 
Elzina  AVeeks.  He  was  induced  to  come  to 
Texas  by  the  offer  of  cheap  lands  from  those 
colonizing  the  new  country,  and  in  18J2 
drove  his  teams  thi’ough  and  joined  Austin’s 
colony.  Il(^  located  in  I!astro|i  c.onntv,  on 


the  (^oh)rado  rivei-,  and  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suits of  the  farm  and  ranoe.  He  bought  a 
tract  of  land  of  Wilbarger,  a brother  of  a 
noted  Indian  fighter. 

When  Texas  called  for  volunteers  to  assist 
in  establishing  her  independence,  Mr.  Avery 
res[)onded  and  followed  General  Houston 
till  the  capture  of  Santa  Anna  and  the 
termination  of  the  coirtlict.  Later  on  he 
hel[)ed  swell  the  ranks  of  the  minute  men 
for  service  against  the  Indians  in  those 
counties,  and  many  are  the  battles  in  which 
he  was  an  active  participant.  One  of  these 
fights — and  probably  the  most  noted  one — 
was  tlie  Brushy  creek  fight,  in  AVilHamsoi) 
county,  near  where  Taylor  now  stands.  It 
was  here  that  Jake  Burleson  was  killed.  In 
recognition  of  his  services  at  San  Jacinto, 
the  State  issued  to  Mr.  Avery  a head-right, 
which  he  located  in  Williamson  county,  near 
where  his  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  now 
resides,  and  on  this  tract  he  spent  the  rest 
of  his  life  and  died,  his  death  occurring  July 
17,  1889.  He  was  a man  of  good  business 
ability',  and  his  accumulations  enabled  him 
to  leave  an  estate  valued  at  $45,000.  He 
was  a life-long  Democrat,  but  was  not  an 
active  politician.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Avery,  viz.:  Nancy,  the 

widow  of  AATilliam  Bryant,  of  AVilliamson 
county;  Malinda,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
thirty;  V.  R.  C.,  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  article;  Thomas;  ATillis,  de- 
ceased; Lucinda,  the  wife  of  E.  IT.  Kimbro; 
Hemy;  Calvin,  and  Harriet,  who  married  J. 
T.  Christian,  of  San  Saba  county. 

A"^.  R.  C.  Aveiy  had  limited  educational 
advantages.  His  was  the  tlay  of  private 
teachers,  and  the  supply  of  knowledge  of  the 
average  pu[)il  was  generally  measui-ed  by 
tlie  siz('i  of  the  father’s  wallet.  A good  su|)- 
ply  of  muscle  was  Mr.  Avery's  largest  and 
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most  ])oteiit  resource  when  lie  reached  his 
majoi’ity.  IJe  hired  out  tor  two  years  at  $20 
pel-  month,  doing  farm  work.  II is  ne.xt 
venture  was  to  drive  team  on  the  shares 
between  IJastroj)  and  Houston  and  Hoi't 
Lavaca.  When  lie  ceased  tliis  work  he  re- 
tui'iied  lioine,  bought  a small  stock  of  cattle 
and  engaged  in  farming.  With  the  e.xcep- 
tion  of  three  years  during  the  war,  ]\Ir. 
Avery  continued  in  the  stock  business  until 
1873,  getting  fair  returns  for  the  labor  and 
money  expended.  In  1871  he  began  driving 
to  Kansas  markets,  and  ceased  these  drives 
with  the  closing  out  of  his  business  three 
years  later.  He  then  bought  land  and  opened 
up  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  resides. 
Here  he  has  712  acres  of  black  waxy  soil, 
400  acres  of  which  he  is  cultivating.  Last 
year,  1802,  his  yield  of  cotton  was  125  bales. 

Politically,  Mr.  Avery  is  a Democrat,  but 
until  October,  1892,  he  took  no  more  than  a 
citizen’s  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party. 
At  this  time  he  was  appointed  to  a vacancy 
existing  in  the  office  of  County  Commis- 
sioner of  his  precinct  by  the  appointment  of 
the  incumbent, 'Mr.  Brookshire,  to  the  office 
of  Sheriff.  This  was  filled  with  credit  to 
himself  and  satisfaction  to  the  people,  and 
last  November  he  was  elected  to  succeed 
himself. 

In  May,  1802,  Mr.  Avery  enlisted  in 
Captain  S.  M.  Strayhorn’s  company.  Colonel 
Curley’s  Thirtieth  Texas  Cavalry,  and  with 
hin  command  participated  in  numerous  en- 
gagements west  of  the  Mississippi.  He  was 
in  the  battles  near  Fort  Smith  and  Fort  Gib- 
son, Indian  Territory,  and  also  took  part  in 
the  Cabin  creek  tight.  In  February,  1864, 
he  leturneil  to  his  company,  after  having 
bciMi  iiliMUit  on  :i  furloimh  some  weeks,  and 
was  scouting  about  in  the  Teriiteu'y  until 
the  dost'  of  hostilities.  Hiseemimand  was 


disbanded  on  the  Little  Brazos  in  May,  1805. 

It)  ,laiiuary,  1862,  Mr.  Avery  mai'ried 
Mrs.  AIcLaurin,  daughter  of  Bartlett  Sims, 
one  of  the  oldest  pioneei'S  of  this  State.  By 
her  first  mari-iage  Mrs.  Avery  had  one  child, 
now  Mrs.  J.  L.  Bryant.  Her  only  child  by 
Air.  Avery  diesel  when  it  was  six  weeks  olel. 
Alay  10,  1860,  she  passed  away,  and  Novem- 
ber 14,  1808,  Air.  Avery  married  Jennie 
Harvey,  one' of  the  seven  children  of  James 
and  Jane  (fieed)  IJarvey.  Mr.  Avery  and 
his  presetit  wife  liave  hael  seven  chilelren; 
Charles,  Robert  Harvey,  Woody,  Cora,  Ed- 
gar, Flugene  and  Lela.  Ail  are  living  except 
Charles.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 


OBERT  A.  JOHN,  County  Attorney 
of  Williamson  county,  was  born  in 
Bastrop  county,  Texas,  September  7, 
1804,  a son  of  Rev.  L.  G.  and  Ruth 
(Eblen)  John.  The  mother  vias  a daujrhter 
of  John  Eblen,  a native  of  Tennessee,  who 
came  to  Texas  in  1827.  He  was  a min- 
ister of  Stephen  and  Austin  counties,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  this  State  in  1827.  at  the 
age  of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife,  Miss 
Baker,  died  when  Airs.  John  was  an  infant. 
Our  subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  E.  D.  John, 
a banker  of  Cincinnati,  failed  tinaucially  in 
1848.  He  then  came  to  7\^illiamson  county, 
Texas,  erected  the  first  flour  mill  iii  the  coun- 
ty, at  Florence,  but  sold  the  same  jnst  before 
the  close  of  the  war  to  Mr.  Atkinson.  Air. 
John  then  went  to  Galveston,  and  there,  in 
company  with  Hiram  Close,  built  the  first 
cotton  comj)ress  iu  Texas,  which  was  also 
;imom>-  tiie  first  in  the  United  States.  lie 

O 

died  in  I'sll,  am-d  eiuhty-one  yeai's,  havino 
been  a meinbei'  of  the  .Methodist  Chuieh. 
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L.  (J.  .Iolin,the  i'athoi'  of  our  subject,  was 
a native  of  Indiana.  lie  was  editoi-  of  the 
Te.xas  Cliia.stian  Advocate,  now  |)ubli^lled  at 
Dallas,  for  nineteen  years.  After  resigiuno; 
that  position,  ho  was  elected  hy  the  Geneiail 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Chiu'ch,  South, 
as  Secretary  of  the  Hoard  of  Missions,  accord- 
ingly moved  to  Nashville,  and  has  held  that 
position  eight  years.  Mr.  John  is  now  si.xty- 
seven  years  of  age,  w'as  well  known  over 
Williamson  county  as  a minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  is  a man  of 
marked  personality,  deeply  pious,  and  an  able 
expounder  of  the  gospel.  His  tii'st  mandage 
ceremony  wavs  performed  at  the  Brazos  river, 
April  18,  1850,  to  C.  A.  D.  Clamp  and  Miss 
Asenath  Davis.  The  mother  of  oui‘  subject 
was  born  in  Texas,  in  1833,  under  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  she  liavino  lived  in  this 
State  about  oue-half  a century,  and  during 
that  time  was  under  four  different  oovern- 

CD 

ments,  viz.:  Mexico,  Texas,  Confederate  and 
United  States.  She  died  in  1879,  aged  forty- 
four  years,  having  been  a life-long  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  Mrs.  John  was  a 
lady  of  unusual  spiritual  repose,  wdth  a rare 
gift  of  godly  influence  over  young  and  old. 
She  was  accomplished,  a most  pleasant  and 
agreeable  lady,  and  was  a minister’s  wdfe  in 
every  sense  of  the  term,  having  been  perfectly 
loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  her  husband  and 
tbe  people  whom  they  served.  j\fr.  and  Mrs. 
John  w'ere  the  parents  of  four  children:  Al- 
fred S.,  deceased ; George,  mailing  clerk  of 
the  Galveston  News,  married  Miss  Rachel 
Fink;  Annie  E.,  wife  of  John  Stone,  a jjanter 
of  Austin  county,  Texas,  and  they  have  tw’o 
children,  Robert  J.  and  i,awrence  M.;  Rob- 
ert A.,  our  subject ; Ruth  II.,  athome;  M’al- 
t(U'  N.,  a student  of  the  GaB'e.ston  Medical 
Colle^ge;  and  Maggie  S.,  at  home.  Alfred 
S.  was  a mcinhei'  of  the  law  firm  of  ()'Bi’ien 


A John,  at  Beaumont,  Texas,  was  a promi- 
nent attorney  in  that  part  of  the  State,  and 
worke<l  pin iici pally  for  the  J'exas  A New  Or- 
leans Railroad.  He  dieil  while  scuwing  as 
Mayor  of  Beaumont,  in  1888.  He  mariued 
Miss  Emma  O’Brien,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren— Erma  and  Alfreil. 

Robert  A.  John  took  the  degree  of  B.  A. 
in  the  Southwestern  University,  in  the  class 
of  1884,  also  receiviim  the  hia-hest  honors  of 
the  class  and  the  orator's  medal.  He  then 
tauoht  school  at  Round  Rock  college  for  a 
time,  studied  law  with  Fisher  A Towns,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1885. 
In  April,  of  that  year,  Mr.  John  was  elected 
City  Attorney,  elected  County  Attorney  in 
1888,  re-elected  in  1890,  and  again  in  1892, 
having  had  no  opposition  at  the  last  two  elec- 
tions. His  record  as  County  Attorney,  as 
shown  by  the  reports  to  the  State  Comptroller, 
makes  his  averages  of  successful  prosecutions 
higher  than  any  county  attorney  in  Texas. 

December  28,  1887,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Maggie  S.  Morrow,  a daughter 
of  Captain  G.  C.  S.  Morrow,  of  Georgetown, 
and  a granddaughter  of  General  Sam  Hous- 
ton, the  hero  of  San  Jacinto.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  have  four  children:  Rarrett  M.,  Marga- 
ret E.,  Jennie  H.  and  RuthE.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Churcli.  O.ur  subject  is  a member  of  the 
Masonic  order,  chapter  and  commandery, 
also  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  K.  of  P.  He  has 
'oassed  all  the  chairs  in  the  latter  organiza- 
tion,  and  is  now  represen ta|ive  of  his  lodge 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  1893-’94,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  fraternity. 
Politically,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
Demociatic  party,  and  during  the  last  elec- 
tion stumped  his  county  for  that  party.  Mr. 
-John  has  faithliilly  disehai'ged  his  duties  as  a 
citizen  and  otlicer  during  his  busj'  and  event- 
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ful  life,  is  hold  and  oriirinal  in  his  methods  of 
thought,  and  is  animated  with  the  spirit  of 
progress  and  eiiterprise.  He  is  essentially  a 
man  of  action,  working  hard  in  the  ])resent, 
and  projecting  his  plans ’for  the  future.  lie 
is  an  elHcient  officer,  a hard  student,  and  has 
a most  promising  future  before  him. 


\ILLI  AM  COHNELI  US  I)  A L- 
KYMPLE  was  horn  in  Moore  coun- 
ty, Hortli  Carolina,  on  the  paternal 
farm,  August  3,  1814,  where  he  remained 
during  Ids  first  twenty-one  years,  securing  in 
the  meantime  a common-school  education. 
Soon  after  attaining  his  majority  he  started 
for  Texas,  although  hut  little  was  known  of 
that  country  in  the  interior  of  North  Caro- 
lina at  that  early  day.  In  1837  he  did  duty 
in  the  ranging  service,  scouting  the  waters 
of  the  Brazos  river.  In  1839  he  was  again 
engaged  in  military  service,  this  time  sta- 
tioned at  the  embryo  city  of  Austin,  guard- 
ing the  wood-choppers  who  built  the  first 
Government  cabins  in  that  city.  In  1840  he 
'married  Miss  Elizabeth  Wilbarger,  in  Bas- 
trop county.  When  he  was  under  General 
Ed.  Burleson  at  San  Antonio,  in  1842,  to 
repel  the  invasion  of  the  Mexican  General, 
Vasquez,  he  again  showed  his  courage  as  a 
warrior.  Me  removed,  in  the  winter  of  1840, 
to  San  Gabriel,  six  miles  below  the  present 
site  of  Georgetown.  When  the  county  of 
Willianicon  wag  orgaidzed  Mr.  Dalrymple 
was  aj)[)uintod,  in  1848,  one  of  the  Comnds- 
sioners  to  locate  a couiity-seat,  and  thev 
selected  the  present  one,  Geoi'getown.  The 
same  year  he  was  elected  its  first  Assessor 
and  Cidlectoi',  being  re-elected  tw(^  years 
later.  In  the  year  1855,  he  was  t leeted  to 
I'epre.sent  tlu‘  counties  of  Williamson  and 


Burnet  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  State 
Legislature,  being  re-electe<l  in  1857,  serving 
through  the  sixth  and  seventh  Legislatures  of 
the  State.  On  the  30th  of  December,  1859, 
Mr.  Dalrymple  was  authorized  by  Governor 
Houston  to  reendt  a ranging  company  for 
the  defense  of  the  frontier,  which  he  did, 
marching  the  command  to  Bed  river,  making 
his  headquarters  near  the  head  waters  of  the 
Little  Wichita  river.  On  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1800,  Governor  Houston  conferred  upon 
Captain  Dalrymple  the  appointment  of  Aid- 
j de-Camp,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel  of  Ca- 
valry (volunteer],  also  of  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Texas  militia,  and  on  the  29th 
day  of  December,  1860,  Colonel  Dalrym])le 
received  orders  from  Governor  Houston 
to  “ repair  to  the  frontier  and  take  com- 
mand of  all  the  troops  now  in  service, 
or  that  may  hereafter  be  called  into  serv- 
ice, until  further  orders.”  As  early  as 
February,  1861,  Colonel  Dalrymple  found 
himself  in  command  of  six  companies,  mak- 
ing his  headquarters  at  the Old  Comanche 
Agency,”  on  the  Clear  fork  of  the  Brazos 
river,  near  Camp  Cooper,  a five-company 
Uidted  States  military  post,  which  he  event- 
uall}’  captured,  saving  the  property  of  the 
post  to  the  State  rather  than  see  the  same 
pillaged  by  a threatening  band  of  citizen 
soldiers  that  was  encamped  in  the  vicinity, 
for  secession  w'as  then  rampant  in  the  land. 
Colonel  Dalrymple  remained  on  the  frontier 
until  the  following  June.  In  1862  he  served 
for  a time  in  Arkansas,  as  a private  soldier 
in  the  Confederate  anuy.  He  rej)resented 
AYilliamson  and  Travis  counties  in  the  State 
constitutional  convention  of  1866,  and  also 
represented,  in  the  Stale  Senate  of  the  Elev- 
enth Legi>latme,  the  counties  of  Williamson, 
.Milam,  Bell,  Lam})asas  ami  Buriu't.  Brevi 
ous  to  the  wai-  Colonel  Dali-yinjile  followed 


U t) 


\ I 
* > 

.1  M t 


>.  »'.ii,|(-,,  < |t(  *ii  ft  ,(rt'|l  fl<%  Cl 

'"I»  ‘ '’I*  txlii.K..  - «|  iiHH 

If  i|>' « (fi*  i«4f.  *, 

''  ’t;  ttih  It-  It  r.*l  nt«i  f !•  !••  u fill 

i '.  >1  t.i^  ,J,'f  Mil'  'Itl  ||HI  ' >*<l{tl,>IV| 

•I  ' ‘ ' ' tlti  4 M *<•  illii  III  lilt*!*  ■!  MU  4i  ■ 

If  i(  »«'tM'l.f  l^-l  I i4i,M||  H’ 


»|  - 


I . 


I I 


HI'  ' 'i-i  / ui  !■ 
h V 

• f II  :»r 

'I  If.  . 

I * |»1  1 ; 


"t , 

h'> 

.■,T(|-  •' 

, . S • \ 

>,"..(1  I* 


' I ;i  ( > ) 1.^  /.  j .1 .1 1|/  1 I# 

1.'.  / : ••tw  /;♦  \lM 

Nil  Vtii  III -141.  I l|  ,.>1  ,j»*  J.M'ji 

ii  iiNNiii  M •' ■ ,ii 

..f1^  II...  4.  ^ «ll( 

•I  /Ti»»  ♦ «i'«f  hifitviM  ixll 

.1  'iiitijiiif*  fitl  ^minmuLm  Tfrtj^n  rroo^ 
.1,1^  'ilHii  ill  I tlj^NMtillN  .««X»T  Itli' 
li»  • Nll.l  m iflli*' 

' *'  i'  " ' '1  It?'  . !')»'»  iml)  ;n  «itil 

':  jii  inM  ■ ,r..'i  <iiM  •qnt^lf^n  Mtlj  nt 

>’  •■''■  ''1*1  mI  i WIKI  I f} S till  io 

' I ' . 'ITIiM  YlflUi.ii  i-Tyi.fX^nj 

‘jA  m /fia  t*f-*  Inh»  i>«{j  !/•  ^nijotr 

■)  I Mit'  i li*r|i>>i|)o  InX>^  tfli  )|nl 
‘ • K’  II  (iitiiL  i i»*io4> 

/'■  ilhNifiil.ij  hnirtam 

I I ^ ri|(  •i^>imi  >'>  q<nl 

.1’  ii  ii/ii'A  ta  .itS. 


III  / ! ■ ...  I 

.>fk  Ji  I I. 
Vi.  I , 


h ivn  K)  rnIMxpi 

■ ii)  iNfiMMi*  i.Ujitn  an' 

'■  II  t -,/M.  -a»  .wirJiiw 

f.  ^ (1 '.(  N4vf*,  #.» 

-iNi  1 i/J^1 1 i»,i  ^ i 111  i*M« 

; j - •'•  f%'<t  §•»'  •ii/.i(iNiUr// 

(lt»t  I I'l  it  iM*  l‘  llitlltli  iqqil  *«*ff 

. ' ' ' -1. 1 1 I'll,  ,(fi.  '|iU/*i<‘  i>  I* 

' ' ^ • I i»*i  I'li  'w.  «iMi  lii'tig'ii^  Dih  (ft).-V'il-.tM 

• ■ ■*"  •'  'I''''  ' •,  i "ifil  !«•'  ^ >*iwt'4t  *11  • M*< 

h‘.‘-.4*{  irt>»  /li.HfHt.'J  \tht$ 

■t  Mj'iiaJ  t.i-i.f'  .1  « «|ir'' ' - » ,Ci*'  I,  n .*1?}  iii 

i-»n*.ii.  I .*•?  * M.->  I tu  rM»MMo,  >j{i  ii(tN>xiq^- 


1 1 


= «■< 


• m-i 


■^2 


HISTORY  OF  TFXAS. 


COO 


fanniiiix,  and  since  tliat  time  he  lias  been  en- 
gaired  in  surveying  and  locating  land  on  the 
frontier,  (^n  one  occasion  a party  of  seven- 
teen men,  to  which  he  was  attached,  was  en- 
tirely broken  np  by  a large  number  of  In- 
dians at  the  head  of  the  Concho  river,  in 
which  engagement  Colonel  J)alrymple  re- 
ceived, at  close  quarters,  a severe  sjiear 
wound. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  James 
and  liosanna  (Dawd)  Dalrymple,  the  former 
horn  in  Scotland  in  1763,  the  latter  in  TN'orth 
Carolina  in  1774.  Oni-  subject  is  the  only 
one  of  ten  children  now  living,  and  also  sur- 
vives his  beloved  wife,  who  died  January  24, 
1869,  having  been  a most  estimable  and 
noble  woman.  The  four  children  born  to 
their  union  are  as  follows;  Jenett,  an  hon- 
ored resident  of  Georgetown,  whose  unself- 
ish devotion  to  her  father  and  aunt  in  their 
declining  years  is  most  beautiful;  Sallie,  who 
died  unmarried,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years;  James,  residing  on  a farm  in  Uvalde 
county,  Texas,  married  Jane  Patton;  and 
William  T.,  an  attorney  at  Llano,  married 
Alice  Houghton. 

Mr.  Dalrymple  is  now  near  the  sunset  of 
a long,  eventful  and  useful  life.  He  is  pal- 
sied and  walks  with  measured  tread.  Dur- 
ing his  life  in  the  State  he  has  seen  much  of 
the  development  of  Texas,  and  has  aided 
tho.se  of  his  day  in  opening  the  frontier  and 
prepaid  Jig  the  way  for  civilization,  and  has 
contributed  to  the  progress  which  the  present 
generation  now  enjoys. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Dalrymple  were  John 
and  Anna  (Pugh)  Wilbarger,  and  came  from 
Pike  county,  Missouri,  to  Pastrop  county, 
Texas,  in  1837.  By  his  first  marriage  Mr. 
ATilbarger  had  eight  children,  namely:  Jo- 
siah,  who  came  to  Texas  in  1827, 
before  the  remainder  of  the  family,  and 


scalpc'd  by  Indians  not  fai’  from  the  present 
site  of  Austin ; he  survived  the  outrage,  but 
died  about  1845,  his  widow  still  resides  in 
Bastrop,  and  is  now  Airs.  Chambers;  the  next 
child,  Miirgaret,  marrie<l  William  Clifton 
after  coming  to  Texas,  but  both  she  and  her 
hushaud  are  deceased;  Sallie,  a resident  of 
Georgetown,  came  to  Texas  with  her  jiareuts 
in  1837,  was  married,  and  is  now  living  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years,  her 
faculties  being  well  preserved;  Mathias, 
father  of  Airs.  Dr.  Walker;  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased, was  the  wife  of  AV.  C.  Dalrymple, 
who  is  now  an  honored  citizen  of  George- 
town; John  AYesley,  deceased,  married  Lucy 
Anderson,  and  his  wife  now  resides  near 
Round  Rock:  he  was  the  author  of  a work 
called  Indian  Depredations  in  Texas;  the 
next  child,  Harvey,  was  a farmer  and  died  in 
Alissouri,  never  coming  to  Texas;  and  the 
youngest  child  was  Mary.  By  his  second 
marriage  Air.  John  Wilbarger  had  tvvodaugb- 
ters:  Susan,  afterward  Airs.  AYillis  King, 

now  deceased,  who  never  came  to  Texas;  and 
Ann,  who  became  Airs.  Samuel  King,  marry- 
ing a brother  of  her  sister’s  husband.  This 
is  one  of  the  oldest,  best  known  and  highly 
respected  pioneer  families  in  this  portion  of 
Texas. 

Q firing 

M.  TEAGUE,  County  Judge,  was 
born  in  Hall  connty,  .Georgia,  April 
23,  1836.  His  parents  were  Ben- 
jamin and  Esther  (Saddler)  Teague, 
both  natives  of  South  Carolina,  in  which  State 
they  were  reared.  The  father  was  a farmer  and 
Alethodist  Episcopal  local  preacher,  serving  in 
the  latter  capacity  for  more  than  a third  of  a 
century,  dying  in  1873,  aged  seventy-four 
His  wife  was  horn  in  1798,  and  died 
She  was  a model  woman,  a member 
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of  tli(“  ]\rctlio<l ist  Cliurcli,  Soiitli.  ! 

(Ti-aiKlIather  Toarrue  liveil  in  Alahaiiia  and 
owned  miudi  jirojjcrty.  Tliere  were  seven 
boys  and  tiveoirls  in  the  family  ofwhicdioni- 
snl)jcct  was  a niembei'.  One  child,  Adaline, 
died  in  childhood,  hut  all  the  I'est  lived  to 
inatnidty  and  married,  except  Emory,  the 
youngest,  v ho  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three 
years,  from  camp  fever,  in  the  Virginia  army, 
in  the  sj)ring  of  1862.  There  ai-c  still  living 
the  followiiio-  ehildi’en:  E.  A.  and  A.  F.,  the 

the  former  a fanner,  rnmiino  a oin  in  AVash- 
ington  comity,  Texas,  the  latter  is  clerking 
for  the  Slieriff  of  AVashington  county,  being 
his  office  deputy. 

Oiir  subject  started  in  life  as  a farmer  un- 
til the  war,  when  he  enlisted,  in  1862,  and 
remained  in  service  until  1865,  being  in  the 
artillery  of  the  Confederate  army  made  up  at 
Selma,  Alabama.  He  was  captured  May  12, 
1864:,  at  Spottsyl vania  Court  House  ami  was 
taken  first  to  Point  Lookout  Mountain,  and 
remained  there  until  July  28,  1864,  when  he 
was  transferred  then  to  Elmira,  New  York. 
His  treatment,  while  a prisoner,  was  accord- 
ing to  the  usages  of  the  war.  He  was 
released  May  29,  1865,  and  returned  home  to 
Alabama,  where  his  father  moved  from  Hall 
county,  Georgia.  He  first  farmed  and  then 
taught  school  until  1867,  and  was  then 
elected  County  Tax  Assessor  for  five  years, 
being  elected  to  his  office  in  February,  1867, 
and  tlien  in  the  reconstruction  period  in  1869. 
He  studied  law  in  Edwardsville,  Alabama, 
while  holding  the  above  named  office,  was 
licensed  March  24,  1869,  and  began  practice 
at  once  at  Edwardsville  for  five  years,  and 
then  moved  to  AA^edowee,  Alabama,  remain- 
ing ten  years  in  that  jilace  practicing  law.  ‘ 
and  came  to  Texas  in  Januai-y,  1888  At  this 
place  he  continued  farmiim-  until  1886.  when  ! 

1 o I 

he  was  elected,  and  has  been  re-elected  twice.  . 


to  the  oflice  of  ('ounty  J udgiv  He  has  given 
excellent  satisfaction,  and  his  first  majoi'ity 
was  6,  his  .second  294  and  his  third  688, 
and  be  has  nin  ao'ainst  the  best  men  of  the 
county  every  time.  He  found  the  county 
greatly  in  debt,  and  the  taxes  high,  so  he  re- 
duced the  debt  and  lowered  the  taxes,  and 
now  has  money  in  plenty  in  the  treasury  and 
the  pulilic  improvements  very  much  better 
than  before. 

Our  subject  was  married  October  14,  1858, 
to  Afiss  Kaidiel  Kitchens,  daughter  of  Airs. 
Louisa  Ivitchens,  of  AVedowee,  Alabama. 
Airs.  Teague  was  sixteen  years  of  age  when 
married  and  has  home  her  husband  thirteen 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  early  child- 
hood, while  the  other  ten  are  living  in  Texas, 
four  being  man-ied  and  six  living  at  home. 
Air.  and  All's.  Teague  are  devoted  members 
of  the  Alethodist  Church.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Alasonic  order,  but  takes  little  interest 
in  political  affairs,  yet  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket. 


TTIOAIAS  a.  AI.  hill,  one  of  the 
pioneers  and  leading  citizens  of  Bas- 
trop county,  was  born  in  Alarion 
' county,  Alabama,  July  24,  1884,  a son 
of  Middleton  AI.  and  Julia  (AA^alker)  Hill. 
The  father  came  to  Texas  in  1835,  and  pur- 
chased the  headright  of  General  Edward  Bur- 
leson, but,  owing  to  the  then  troublesone 
condition  of  the  State,  he  returned  to  Ala- 
bama. In  1838  he  came  again  to  Texas, 
bringing  his  family,  and  located  on  his  head- 
right  of  land.  Ho  brought  two  wagons,  a 
hack,  three  teams,  seven  field  hands,  and  a 
number  of  young  negroes.  Air.  Hill  imme- 
diately began  erecting  log  houses,  the  floors  of 
which  were  made  of  split  and  hewed  pun- 
cheons, and  our  subject  is  still  using  the 
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same  piinclieons  for  tlie  floors  of  Iiis  cril)s. 
In  a few  years  he  Iia<l  200  acres  of  his  farm 
iiiuier  cultivation.  Milling  was  done  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Colorado  river,  at  the  farm 
of  a Mr.  Grassmeyer,  on  the  Fayette  county 
line.  Al)oiit  1841,  Mr.  Hill  erected  a cotton 
efin  and  mill,  which  was  the  tliird  ever  built 
in  Bastrop  county,  and  was  operated  by  horse 
power.  Cotton  from  all  parts  of  tlie  county 
was  brought  to  this  gin,  and  people  also  came 
for  many  miles  to  mill.  Mr.  Hill  Jiever 
participated  in  a regular  Indian  campaign, 
hut  frequently  furnishe<1  young  men  with 
outfits  to  ffo  after  maraudincr  bands  of 
Indians  and  Mexicans.  He  remained  on  his 
ranch  until  his  death,  in  1849.  He  left  a 
wife  and  eight  children,  viz.:  Sarah,  the 

widow  of  Q.  J.  Nichols;  Ilobert,  deceased;  T. 
A.  M.,  our  subject;  John  W. ; Martha, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  T.  J.  Brooks; 
Janies  H.;  Mary  S.,  widow  of  J.  D.  Williams; 
and  Middleton,  deceased.  The  mother  died 
in  1869. 

Thomas  A.  M.  Hill,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  attended  the  common  schools,  and  al- 
so spent  two  sessions  at  Bastrop  College, 
lie  betran  work  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  as  manager  of  Mrs.  Oliver’s 
farm,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war 
was  engaged  in  the  same  occupation  for  his 
uncle,  T.  B.  J.  Hill.  In  1862  he  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  South,  and  joined  Company 
D,  Eighth  Texas  or  Terrill’s  rangers,  in  the 
Army  of  Tennessee.  He  took  part  in  the 
first  and  second  battles  of  Mnrfreesborough, 
Perryville,  Chickamauga  and  numerous 
other  engagements,  was  paroled  at  Lexington, 
and  the  United  States  furnished  transpor- 
tation a part  of  the  way  home,  arriving  here 
June  1,  1865.  Mr.  Hill  remained  at  the  old 
homestead  from  1870  to  1889,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter year  came  to  his  present  farm  of  2,100  I 


acres  in  the  Colorado  rivei'  valley,  which  is 
his  portion  of  the  fann.  He  has  275  acres  of 
theplacc  undera  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  is 
is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rai.-^- 
ing. 

In  1856  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Scates,  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Texas,  and  a daughter  of  J.  B.  and 
Theodocia  (Smith)  Scates,  who  were  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  this  State.  The  father 
was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Ucclaration  of 
Independence  of  the  State  of  Texas.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Seates  had  two  children:  Sarah  E., 
wife  of  our  subject;  and  J.  R , a resident  of 
Texas.  The  father  was  twice  married:  by  the 
second  union  had  three  children.  He  died  in 
Colorado  county,  this  State.  Mr.and  Mrs.  Hill 
have  had  twelve  children,  ton  of  whom  grew 
to  years  of  maturity:  Middleton;  Bell,  wife 
of  R.  A.  Rutherford;  Anna  and  Austin, 
twins,  and  the  former,  now  deceased,  was 
the  of  F.  Hargrove;  Fannie,  wife  of  Pierce 
Lowery;  Sarah  T.,  wife  of  Dave  Robinson; 
Julia;  Robert  and  Mattie,  twins;  and  the  lat- 
ter is  deceased.  Mrs.  Hill  died  June  1, 
1891,  having  been  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years. 
Socially,  our  subject  affiliates  with  the  A.  F. 
& A.  M.,  J.  Nixon  Lodge,  No.  421,  and  Bas- 
trop Chapter,  No.  95. 

E'  DMOND  C.  BOND^a  prosperousyoung 
farmer  of  Rice’s  Crossing,  William- 
1 son  county,  is  a native  of  Texas,  hav- 
ing been  horn  in  Johnson  county,  February 
28,  1858.  His  father,  II.  Bond,  is  a native 
Tennesseean,  his  life  beginning  in  McMinn 
count}’,  that  State,  A|>ril  4,  1825.  His  boy- 
hood was  passeil  on  a farm.  His  limited 
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education  was  obtained  in  tlie  piiinitive  log 
sctliool-lionse  of  his  native  comity,  attending 
only  as  the  duties  of  tlie,^^ni  would  jiennit. 
He  married  there,  and  at  the  .age  of  thirty 
concluded  to  try  his  fortune  in  tlie  new  West. 
Locating  in  Johnson  county,  Texas,  he  en- 
gaged in  stock-raising  and  tanning,  and  was 
greatly  prospei'ed  in  his  undertakings.  He 
fi-equently  drove  his  stock  to  the  New  Or- 
leans market.  When  the  Confeder.acy  was 
esiahlished  and  issued  calls  for  defenders  of 
her  constitution  and  institutions,  Mr.  Bond 
eidisted  and  was  assigned  to  Captain  Freezell’s 
company,  Colonel  Sweet’s  regiment.  He  was 
detailed  as  wagon-master,  and  served  in  that 
cap.acity  eight  months,  being  in  the  cotton 
trade  and  hauling  to  Shreveport  and  west 
Louisiana  points.  The  last  year  of  the  war 
he  was  a Government  overseer,  and  was  so 
employed  at  the  time  of  the  surrender  at  Ap- 
pomattox. On  his  return  home,  Mr.  Bond 
located  in  Gonzales  county,  where  he  was 
variously  employed,  his  chief  occupation  be- 
ing trading.  From  Gonzales  county  he 
moved  to  Colorado  county,  seven  years  later 
to  Travis  county,  and  four  years  after  that  to 
Mason  county,  where  he  resided  until  1890. 
That  year  he  came  to  Williamson  county. 
His  desire  for  prospecting  was  not  yet  sa- 
tiated, and  in  1892  he  sought  a home  in  the 
Panhandle  of  Texas,  locating  in  Nolan  coun- 
ty, where  he  is  now  doing  a successful  livery 
business  in  the  thrifty  little  village  of  Koscoe. 
Politically,  Mr.  Bond  has  always  been  a 
Democrat. 

Amon  Bond  was  the  Lather  of  H.  Bond. 
He  was  a native  of  the  same  county  and 
State,  and  was  born  in  1793.  He  was  a very 
successful  farmer,  as  fine  a business  man  as 
w'as  to  be  found  in  the  commonwealth,  a poli- 
tician liy  instinct,  an  cfHcient  public  servant, 
and  a pO[)ular  citizen.  He  was  for  several 


years  Deimty  Sherilf  of  his  county.  In  (ho 
latter  years  of  his  life  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Texas,  aiul  died  in  Johnson  county 
in  18(‘)9.  The  Bonds  oi’iinnated  in  Baltimore, 
Maryland;  at  any  rate,  that  is  as  far  hack  as 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  can  follow  the  his- 
tory. It  was  in  that  city  that  Harry  Bond, 
Amoii’s  father,  was  horn.  He  followed  the 
trade  of  Id.acksmith,  and  after  the  lie  volu- 
tion, in  which  he  participated  as  a patriot 
soldier,  he  settled  in  Tennessee,  where  his  re- 
mains are  buried. 

Amon  Bond  married  Sallie  Carter,  whose 
father  was  John  Carter.  The  children  of  this 
union  were:  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Kobert 

Peters,  is  a resident  of  Hood  county,  Texas; 
Sallie,  deceased;  Frances,  wife  of  Austin 
Yates,  lives  in  Hood  county,  Texas;  H. ; Tiachel, 
deceased;  Martha,  the  wife  of  Jack  AVright; 
Chailotte;  Eveline,  who  became  Mrs.  Gaf- 
ford;  and  Pleasant  and  Benjamin,  both  of 
whom  died  in  Texas.  E.  C.  Bond’s  mother 
was  Martha,  one  of  the  twelve  children  of 
Barney  and  Phoebe  Johnson,  of  Jackson 
county,  Georgia. 

II.  Bond’s  children  are:  Robert,  deceased; 
Olivia  N.,  wdio  married  Henry  Crozier;  Eliza- 
beth,  the  wife  of  John  Saunders;  Savanna, 
who  became  Mrs.  W.  S.  Smith;  E.  C. ; Fran- 
ces, deceased,  was  the  wife  of  W.  T.  Caul- 
held;  and  Tennessee,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  James  Hamilton. 

Country-school  advantages  were  all  that  our 
subject  had  access  to  in  his  youth,  and  as  a 
consequence  his  education  is  limited.  He 
was  employed  three  years  by  John  Gambol, 
driving  cattle  to  Nebraska  and  Wyoming 
from  points  in  Texas.  For  this  service  he 
received  §50  a month.  In  1881  he  manded 
and  began  farming,  locating  on  his  present 
farm.  He  owns  a part  of  the  J.  (’.  Duvall 
! and  M.  Ruth  tracts,  aggregating  000  acres. 
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400  of  if  being  under  cultivation.  In  1802 
In’s  cotton  crop  amounted  to  180  bales. 

]\[i-.  l)ond  married  Laura,  daugbter  of 
llezekiali  Hamilton,  a brother  of  ex  Senator 
Morgan  0.  Hamilton  and  Governor  Jack 
Hamilton.  l)otb  prominent  men  in  Texas. 

Governor  Hamilton  was  born  in  Madison 
county,  Alabama,  January  28,  1815.  He 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
that  State  in  1841,  and  five  years  later  came 
to  Te.xas,  and  located  at  LaGrange.  He  was 
appointed  in  1849  by  Governor  Hell  as  At- 
torney-General of  the  State,  and  from  that 
time  on  made  Austin  bis  permanent  home. 
He  was  Travis  county’s  liepresentative  to  the 
lA'ffislature  in  1851-’53.  In  1850  he  was  a 

o 

Hnchanan  Elector,  and  three  years  later  was 
elected  to  a seat  in  Congress,  as  an  independ- 
ent candidate,  General  T.  H.  Waul  being  the 
Democratic  nominee.  He  was  a strenuous 
opponent  of  the  policy  of  secession,  and  re- 
tained his  seat  in  Congress  after  the  other 
members  from  the  seceded  States  had  re- 
turned to  their  constituencies.  He  returned 
to  Austin  in  the  latter  part  of  1861,  and  was 
made  the  Union  candidate  for  the  State  Sen- 
ate, and  was  elected;  but  Texas  had  now  cast 
her  lot  with  the  Confederacy,  and  he  declined 
to  take  the  required  oath.  In  1862,  being 
still  opposed  to  the  purposes  and  progress  of 
tl)e  war  on  the  part  of  the  South,  Mr.  Hamil- 
ton left  the  State,  and,  making  his  way 
through  Mexico,  repaired  to  the  city  of 
Washington,  where  he  was  appointed  by  the 
AVar  Department  as  Brigadier  General  of  the 
Texas  troops  in  the  Union  service.  In  1865 
he  was  made  Provisional  Governor  of  Texas 
by  President  Johnson.  The  following  year 
he  was  made  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  was  a pi'ominent  member 
of  the  reconstruction  Convention  of  1868,  in 
which  he  was  the  author  and  chief  promoter 


of  the  electoral  bill  and  franchise  measures 
which  were  eimrafted  in  the  new  constitu- 
tioii.  Iti  1870  he^vas  the  Conservative  can- 
didate for  Governor,  luit  was  defeated  by  E. 
J.  Davis.  He  returned  then  to  the  seclusion 
of  private  life  and  eschewed  any  further  ac- 
tive participation  in  the  political  events  of 
the  period,  and,  falling  into  ill  healtli,  died 
in  Austin  in  April,  1875. 

llezekiali  Hamilton  married  Asenath  Wood. 
Their  children  are  James  K.,  Amy  J.  (wife 
of  C.  S.  Xnott),  Morgan  A.,  and  Laura. 
Laura  was  born  February  3,  1862. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bond  have  children  as  fol- 
lows: Tennessee,  boni  September  13,  1882; 
Ed.  Van,  May  14,  1884;  Frederick  II.,  Oc- 
tober 16,  1886;  Amy  Relief,  August  22, 
1889;  and  A^irginia,  September  4,  1891. 


Wi'j  J.  GEHTR.Y,  of  Baileyville,  Milam 
' county,  is  one  of  Alabama’s  native 
--  --  sons,  being  born  in  Macon  county, 
that  State,  January  13,  1834.  He  was 
schooled  most  extensively  in  the  pursuits  of 
the  farm,  to  which  his  education  was  almost 
exclusively  limited.  He  is  the  son  of  Archie 
Gentry,  who  was  born  in  Greene  county, 
Georgia,  and  who  died  when  young;  there- 
fore our  subject  is  without  any  record  as  to 
his  father’s  age,  it  being  known  that  he  was  a 
farmer  and  a blacksmith.  For  his  wife  he 
married  Ferah  Callahan. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gentry  as  follows:  Asberry,  deceased;  Sarah 
Ann,  wife  of  AVilliam  Graves;  James,  de- 
ceased; Caroline  married  AVright  Daniel; 
Maria,  manded  J.  Staples,  but  is  now  de- 
ceased; Frances,  deceased,  became  the  wife  of 
Wiley  Bridgemaii;  Jack,  died  in  the  Con- 
fedei'ate  aniiy;  Payne,  deceased;  Nathaniel 
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and  W.  J.,  twins,  living  in  Milam  county. 
iVt  eighteen  our  subject  was  thrown  upon  his 
own  resources,  having  lost  his  best  friend,  his 
tnotlier,  at  that  age.  He  then  employed  him- 
self at  overseeing,  which  occupation  he  fol- 
lowed for  five  years,  saving  enough  money 
from  his  salary  to  give  himself  a small  finan- 
cial start,  and  purchased  100  acres  which  he 
improved  and  lived  on  until  he  came  to 
Texas.  In  1862,  our  subject  enlisted  in 
Company  D,  Forty-fifth  Regiment,  Alabama 
Infantry,  under  Captain  Black  and  Colonel 
Gilgrease,  and  was  attached  to  the  army  of 
the  Tennessee.  He  participated  in  many 
hard  and  bloody  engagements,  among  them 
beincr  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga  and  the 
campaign  around  Atlanta,  Georgia,  during 
which  last  engagement  he  received  a few 
flesh  wounds,  which  sent  him  to  the  hospital 
at  Auburn,  Georgia,  for  a few  months.  The 
campaign  above  mentioned  was  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  memorable  of  the  war.  The 
army  was  so  hard-pressed  for  food  that  it 
was  a difficult  matter  to  keep  it  even  scantily 
supplied,  and  many  »ven  suffered  from 
hunger.  Grains  of  corn  were  picked  up  from 
the  ground  where  the  horses  had  left  them 
and  eagerly  devoured.  Those  were  terrible 
times  from  1861  to  1865. 

Within  three  years  after  peace  was  declared 
Mr.  Gentry  sold  out  his  Atlanta  interests, 
and  settled  in  Milam  county.  He  is  desir- 
ably situated  at  the  junction  of  the  Pond 
and  Hog  creeks,  owning  over  100  acres  of 
fine  black  soil.  He  is  a gooil  farmer,  makes 
bountiful  crops,  and  comes  out  ahead  every 
year. 

At  twenty-five  years  of  age  Mr.  Gentry 
mari’ied  Mary,  a daughter  of  Esquire  D.  W. 
Gas.-^away,  of  .\labama.  Mr.  and  ]\[rs.  Gentry 
have  three  cbildreii:  Anna,  who  married 
dames  Simiugtou ; Mary  L.  ami  Zera.  Mr. 


Gentry  is  a Democrat,  politically,  but  has 
never  held  nor  does  he  desire  an  office.  The 
fatnily  are  Bapti.sts,  and  no  man  is  more  sub- 
stantial and  more  respected  in  Baileyville 
than  ]\[r.  Gentry. 


ILLIAM  M.  PEDIGO,  an  attorney 
of  Taylor,  was  born  in  Miami  county, 
Kansas,  in  1866,  a son  of  Louis  J- 
and  Lavenia  B.  (York)  Pedigo,  natives  of 
d'ennessee.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Reuben  Pedigo,  was  one  of  the  early 
adherents  of  the  sect  known  as’ Oampbellites 
or  Christians.  The  maternal  grandfather  was 
also  a minister  of  that  Church,  and  both  were 
extensive  farmers,  but  opposed  to  the  hold-, 
ing  of  slaves.  Consequently,  Louis  Pedigo 
was  taught  from  infancy  to  be  opposed  to 
human  slavery.  At  the  opening  of  the  late 
war  he  joined  the  United  States  forces  of 
Tennessee,  and  served  as  Sergeant  of  his 
company.  After  the  close  of  the  struggle, 
in  1866,  Mr.  Pedicro  located  in  Kansas,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
In  1876  he  came  to  Bosque  county,  Texas, 
and  is  still  engaged  in  that  occupation.  Mrs. 
Pedigo  is  a member  of  the  Christian  Church. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pedigo  had  eight  children, 
namely:  James  A.,  the  eldest  in  order  of 
birth;  Z.,  a teacher  by  profession,  is  a gradu- 
ate of  the  Graubury  College;  Mattie,  wife  of 
H.  C.  Odle,  a merchant  of  Meridian,  Texas; 
William  M.,  our  subject;  Hattie  and  Euphe- 
mia,  teachers  in  Bosque  county;  and  Eva 
and  Eimene.  at  home. 

r' 

William  M.  Pedigo,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  i-eared  to  farm  life,  and  at  the 
age  of  four  years  eutered  the  common  schools 
I of  Kansas.  After  locating  in  Texas,  at  the 
j age  of  seventeen  years,  be  eutered  the  Gran- 
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bury  C/olle^c,  at  (}raiil)m-y,  Hood  county, 
wliere  lie  spent  one  term.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  entered  tlie  Sam  Houston 
College,  at  Huntsville,  graduating  at  that  in- 
stitution in  18SG,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
Previous  to  that  time,  in  187G,  he  taught 
school  two  years.  After  coming  to  Taylor, 
Mr.  Pedigo  was  elected  to  the  princijialshi|) 
of  the  public  schools,  which  position  he  held 
two  years,  and  during  that  time  was  also  en- 
cracmd  in  readino;  law.  In  188G  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  Lockett  & Lockett,  at  Me- 
ridian, where  he  I'einained  until  admitted  to 
the  bar.  in  1888.  j\[r.  Pedigo  was  admitted 

to  practice  in  all  the  couids  of  Texas  under 
Judge  J.  M.  Hall,  of  Cleburne,  September  29, 
1888.  Since  1889  he  has  followed  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  profession  in  Taylor.  In 
1891  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  City 
Attorney.  Mr.  Pedigo  is  a member  of  the 
K.  of  P.,  Alamo  Lodge,  Ho.  53. 


Sn.  LANE,  a successful  fanner  of 
\ Travis  county,  was  born  in  Walker 
county,  Alabama,  June  9,  1849,  a son 
of  Rev.  A.  G.  and  Maria  (Pate)  I.ane.  The 
paternal  great-grandfather  of  our  subject 
came  from  Ireland  to  Virginia  in  Colonial 
days,  and  the  grandfather,  Simon  Trane, 
moved  to  Geoia/ia.  The  father  was  born  in 

O 

that  State  in  1801,  and  moved  with  his  par 
cuts  to  Tuscaloosa  county,  Alabama,  where 
they  both  subsequently  died.  He  educated 
himself  at  home,  was  a minister  in  the  Meth- 
odist Church  for  some  years,  and  then  took  up 
the  profession  of  the  law.  Mr.  Lane  was 
married  in  Alabama,  after  which  he  moved  to 
Itawamba  county,  iMississippi.  and,  wdiile 
there,  was  a member  of  the  l,egislature  two 
terms.  In  1840  he  I'etui'iied  to  Walker 


TCr, 

county,  ^Vhihama,  wheix^  he  continued  the 
the  practice  of  law  until  1859,  and  in  that 
year  located  in  Lamj)asas  county,  Texas. 
After  locating  in  this  State  he  took  up  the 
ministry  exclusively,  although,  in  182o,  he 
had  left  the  ^Methodist  Episco])al  Church  to 
join  the  Methodist  Protestant,  and  was  a 
member  of  that  sect  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Lampasas  county,  June  28,  1888. 
The  mother  died  in  1852,  when  oui'  subject 
was  three  years  old.  They  had  ten  children: 
Nancy  J.,  now  Mrs.  Harjieiy  of  xVlaharna; 
Elizabeth  S.,  now^  Mrs.  Young,  of  Franklin 
county,  Tennessee;  George  D.,  of  New 
Mexico;  Martha,  now'  Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Ala- 
bama; Sarah  A.,  wdfe  of  a Mr.  Walker,  of 
San  Saba  county,  Texas;  Rebecca,  deceased; 
Andrew  J.,  deceased;  A.  Y.,of  Mills  county, 
Texas;  J.  P.,  now  Mrs.  Rrowm.  of  Lampasas 
county;  and  S.  B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
After  the  mother’s  death,  the  father  married 
Emily  Clark,  a native  of  AValker  county, 
Alabama,  who  now  resides  in  San  Saba 
county,  Texas.  To  this  union  w'ere  born 
eight  children,  namely:  Albert  G.,  of  Run- 
nels county,  Texas;  J.  D.,  of  Lampasas 
county;  Lou,  now  Mrs.  Patton,  of  Sau  Saba 
county;  Robert,  also  a resident  of  Runnels 
county;  Melinda,  now  Mrs.  Martin,  of  Cisco, 
Eastland  county,  Texas;  Victoria,  married, 
and  residing  in  San  Saba  county;  and  Jean- 
ette and  Hattie,  still  unmarried. 

S.  B.  Lane,  our  subject,  remained  in  Ala- 
bama until  ten  years  of  age,  since  which  time 
he  has  resided  in  Texas.  His  young  manhood 
was  passed  on  the  frontier,  and  during  the 
late  years  of  the  wai- he  took  some  pai-t  in  its 
protection.  After  reaching  a suitable  age  he 
began  the  stock  business  in  Lamj)asa.s  county, 
which  he  continued  several  yeai's.  In  187S, 
he  removed  to  San  Saba  county;  in  1880  I’c- 
turned  to  Lampasas  county,  ami  in  1884,  he 
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came  to  liis  [)resent  location  in  Travis  county, 
six  and  threeopiarters  miles  soutlieast  of  Aus- 
tin. Mr.  Lane  owns  250  acres  of  black  prairie 
land,  210  acres  of  wliicli  is  cultivated. 

Mr.  Lane  was  married  in  San  Saba  county, 
in  Aimnst,  1872,  to  Moroan  Henrietta  Lewis, 
who  was  born  and  raised  in  Texas,  adaiiobter 
of  Rev.  S.  M.  Lewis.  The  family  came  to 
this  State  from  Alabama  about  the  year  1848. 
Rev.  S.  M.  Lewis,  a minister  in  the  Cumber- 
land Presbyterian  Church,  still  lives  in  San 
Saba  county.  Our  subject  and  wile  have  had 
eight  cliildren,  namely:  Francis  A.;  Van 
Alex.  Minnie  Lee;  Preston  G.;  Myrtle  C.; 
Reuben,  deceased;  Ola  and  Lena  11.  Mr. 
Lane  is  an  activ^e  worker  in  the  Democratic 
party,  and  the  family  are  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Cburch. 


NDREW  CHASTAIN  MURRAY, 
a prominent  farmer  and  popular  citi- 
zen of  Burleson  county,  is  a represen- 
tive  of  an  old  family  of  this  section, 
and  connected  by  blood  and  marriage  with 
many  of  the  people  whose  records  appear  in 
this  volume,  liis  parents,  Samuel  Jackson 
Murray  and  Elizabeth  A.  (Broadus)  Murray, 
were  natives  of  Virginia,  his  father  having 
been  born  in  that  State  in  1814.  The  par- 
ents were  married  there,  and  in  1854  removed 
to  Texas,  and  settled  in  Burleson  county, 
where  they  died.  The  father  was  a teacher 
in  early  life,  a man  of  good  intelligence  and 
a finished  scholar.  He  taught  but  little  after 
coraino;  to  Texas,  turning  his  attention,  after 
that  date,  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  which 
he  followed  with  reasonable  success.  He 
served  as  Tax-Collector  of  Burleson  county  for 
about  three  years  during  the  war,  and  had 
been  Colonel  of  militia,  by  appointment  of 


tlie  Govenior,  while  a resident  of  Virginia, 
but,  with  the  exception  of  these  two  offices, 
never  hehl  any  position,  civil  or  military, 
either  in  his  native  State  or  this  one.  He 
was  a Sun  of  Samuel  Jackson  Mui-ray,  a 
native  of  Scotland,  who  came  to  America 
near  the  close  of  the  last  century,  or  about 
the  beginning  of  the  present,  and  settled  in 
Virginia.  Elizabeth  A.  Broadus  was  adaugh- 
tei’ofa  Vii'ginia-born  gentleman,  who  became 
a citizen  of  Burleson  county,  and  was  for 
many  years  after  that  date  a prominent  law- 
yer of  this  section  and  Judge  of  his  judicial 
district,  being  a resident  of  Caldwell,  where 
he  died. 

Andrew  Chastain  Murray  was  born  in 
Caroline  county,  Virginia,  July  8,  1848,  and 
was  in  his  sixth  year  when  his  parents  moved 
to  Texas  and  settled  in  Burleson  county.  lie 
was  reared  in  this  county,  and  in  the  schools 
of  the  same  received  what  education  fell  to 
his  lot.  Having  been  brought  up  on  the 
farm  he  early  turned  his  attention  to  farming 
and  stock-raising.  In  June,  1869,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  A.  E.  Stamps,  then  of  Burleson 
county,  but  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  Stamps,  who  moved 
from  Mississippi  to  Texas. 

Settling  on  a farm,  Mr.  Murray  gave  Ids 
attention  exclusively  to  his  business  pursuits 
untiri880,  at  which  date  he  entered  politics 
for  the  first  time  as  an  aspirant  for  office,  be- 
coming a candidate  for  the  office  of  Assessor 
of  Burleson  county.  He  met  with  defeat  in 
this,  but  the  same  year  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Deputy  Tax-Collector  of  the  county 
which  he  held  for  eight  years.  He  was  the 
appointed  Dejuity  Unite<l  States  Marshal 
and  filled  this  position  acceptably.  He  was 
next  appointed  assistant  Sergeant-at- Arms 
of  the  H ouse  in  the  Twenty-second  Legisla- 
ture, and,  following  this,  was  elected  in  Xi»v- 
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ember,  18U2,  Klotorial  Ibipre^entative  for  the 
(li^ti'ict  composed  of  tlie  countie>  of  Burle- 
son, Washinoton  and  Lee.  lie  has  tlni.s  l)C(.“ii 
in  official  life,  in  one  capacity  or  another,  for 
tlie  last  twelve  years,  and  the  faithfulness  and 
efficiency  with  which  he  has  discharged  the 
duties  assigned  to  him  is  shown  l)y  the  length 
of  his  service,  and  hy  the  fact  that,  at  each 
successive  election,  or  appointment,  he  has 
been  given  a higher  and  more  responsible  posi- 
tion. He  was  elected  last  fall  (1S'J2)  hy  a ma- 
jority of  1,838  over  a combined  opjiosition 
of  l^opiilists  and  Ke[)uhl leans,  and  in  a race 
where  every  possible  effort  was  made  to  defeat 
the  regular  Democratic  nominees.  Ilis  career 
in  the  Legislature  was  marked  hy  the  same 
devotion  to  duty  that  characterized  liis  pre- 
vious official  action,  and  in  all  essential  par- 
ticulars gave  eminent  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents,  fie  served  on  a number  of  im- 
portant committees. 

Mr.  Muriay  is  an  enthusiastic  Mason,  and 
stands  high  in  the  order,  being  a Knight 
Templar,  Master  of  his  lodge.  High  Priest 
of  his  chapter,  and  was,  for  six  years.  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master.  He  is  also  Past  Com- 
mander of  Burleson  Council,  Legion  of 
Honor. 

He  has  a family  of  six  children:  Ida  V.. 
Samuel  Jackson,  William  W.,  Nancy  A., 
Eleanor  A.  and  Eurelia  V. 

?/ 

EV.  W.  E.  COPELAND,  minister  and 
railroad  agent  at  Rockdale,  Te.xas, 
was  horn  at  Dumfries,  Scotland.  He 
received  a suj)erh  education  at  a col- 
!e>:e  at  Dumfries,  cominir  to  Ameiuca  in  1858. 
1 mmediately  our  sul)ject  came  to  Washing- 
ton, Texas,  by  way  of  Galveston,  and  con- 
ducted a sawmill  until  the  hi-eaking  out  of  the 


Ci\'il  war,  when  he  pi'oved  his  devotion  to 
his  adopted  couuti'V  by  enlisting  in  the  de- 
fense of  his  s(‘Ction.  In  April,  1801,  lie 
entered  Company  II,  Fourth  Texas  Infantry, 
and  soon  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Eltham’s 
Landing,  and  then  the  battle  of  Seven  Pines, 
wheie  he  was  wounded.  For  twenty-two 
years  he  carried  that  wound  in  his  ankle, 
until  1884,  when  an  amputation  became  nec- 
essary, since  which  time  our  suliject  has 
been  enjoying  good  health. 

Notwithstanding  his  wound,  our  subject 
did  service  in  the  Quartermaster’s  Depart- 
ment and  theWai-  Department  at  Richmond, 
as  he  was  a good  penman.  His  service  ended 
in  1864,  and  for  a time  he  nursed  his  wound, 
then  rented  a sawmill,  sawed  up  cedar  brake, 
and  about  that  time  was  converted  and  soon 
afterward  entered  the  ministry  of  the  Cum- 
berland Presbyterian  Church,  and  since  1873 
has  been  filling  pulpits.  At  present  he  is 
serving  the  church  at  Rockdale,  having  served 
this  people  for  the  past  thirteen  years.  Eleven 
years  ago  he  moved  to  his  present  farm.  His 
work  on  this  place  has  always  been  in  favor 
of  education  and  morality.  For  eleven  years 
he  has  been  Sunday-school  superintendent, 
and  through  his  encouragement  and  assist- 
ance the  public  schoolhouse  was  built,  he  at 
that  time  serving  as  Mayor  of  the  j>lace. 

Mr.  Copeland  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  railroads  as  agent  and  operator  for  some 
time,  holding  his  present  position  for  the  past 
three  and  one-half  years,  in  which  he  gives 
entire  satisfaction.  Our  subject  has  lately 
met  with  serious  loss  hy  fire,  whereby  his 
house  and  fine  library  were  destroyed. 

Our  subject  was  married  March  4,  1807,  to 
a lady  who  was  a widow  of  James  Clark, 
and  they  la'came  the  parents  of  four  childiam ; 
John,  who  (lied  in  18S7,  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
ti'on  years:  .Limes,  wluj  is  ticket  clerk  foi'our 
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subject;  Robert,  who  is  on  the  uuditing 
boai'd  of  tlie  Ihvlestine  Railroad;  and  .Mary, 
who  graduated  at  the  Rockdale  public  school. 
Mr.  Copeland  is  a man  who  possesses  the 
esteem  of  every  i-esident  of  the  lit  lie  city  of 
Rockdale. 


NM.  WILCOX,  ])hotographer,  was  born 
in  Tippah  county,  ]\lississij)pi,  January 
-A  28,  1845.  Ilis  parents  were  Nathan 
M.  and  Mary  A.  (Carter)  AVilcox,  the 
father  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  mother 
of  Illinois.  The  father  was  a cabinetmaker, 
who  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three. 
He  came  from  Kentucky  to  Mississippi  in 
1842,  and  to  Texas  in  1852,  with  his  family, 
settlincr  in  Houston,  which  was  then  a small 
town.  In  1854  he  went  from  there  to  Col- 
orado county,  settling  on  the  Navidad  river, 
where  he  erected  a gristmill.  Fishing  was 
then  excellent  at  that  point,  water  was  clear, 
and  prairie  chickens  were  so  plentiful  that 
at  times  they  would  come  and  feed  with  the 
tame  fowls.  Mr.  Wilcox  remained  in  this 
vicinity  lor  oidy  a year,  living  in  several 
places.  In  1863  he  finally  settled  *in  Sulli- 
van, on  the  Brazos  river,  where  he  died.  He 
was  a member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  his 
wife  is  still  living.  Mrs.  AFilcox  is  seventy- 
two  years  old,  and  resides  alternately  in  Aus- 
tin and  Georgetown,  with  her  children.  Her 
father  was  John  Rohrer,  of  German  descent 
and  a native  of  Kentucky.  Our  subject  is 
one  of  eight  children,  three  having  died  in 
infancy.  Their  names  are:  AV^illiam  C.,  a 
carpenter,  residing  in  Breidiam,  who  married 
Bell  Cam])bell;  N.  M.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Charles  II.,  residing  in  Austin,  is  a 
commercial  man,  ami  his  wife  was  Miss  Bi(de 
MeSwain;  Walter  W.  is  a membei'  uf  tln^ 
tirm  of  Haruhl  and  AVilcox;  Laura  C.  mar 


ided  Fraid<  M.  Diinkin,  a farmer  near  Waco. 

Our  subject  came  to  Texas  with  his  parents 
and  engaged  in  cabinet-making  with  his 
fathci’,  with  whom  he  remained  eighteen 
years.  He  then  took  up  ])hotography  at 
Burnet,  where  he  was  thus  occupied  for  three 
yeai'S.  At  the  end  of  this  time  he  came  to 
Geoi’getown,  whei'e  he  has  been  foi-  nearly 
four  years,  meeting  with  marked  success  in 
business,  and  has  the  best  display  in  Texas, 
bis  work  compaidug  favorably  in  artistic  taste 
with  any  in  the  State.  He  is  complimented 
from  all  quarters,  as  his  work  is  first-class. 

He  was  married  March  14,  1882,  to  Miss 
Minnie  G.  Snead,  of  Austin,  the  daughter  of 
Captain  S.  G.  Snead,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren: Mary  F.,  Lebe,  Alaggie  and  Fannie. 
Our  subject  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor  and  the  A.  O.  U.  AV.,  being  a Trustee 
in  the  latter  association.  He  is  a natural 
artist  and  a photographer  of  merit,  and  is 
deeply  devoted  to  hia  profession,  in  which  he 
takes  much  delicrht. 


I.  DUEA  , County  Treasurer  of  Lee 
I county,  was  born  in  Missouri  Febru- 
— ary  6,  1833.  His  parents,  David  and 
Mary  G.  (Harvey)  Duey,  were  natives  of  Ohio 
and  A^irgirda,  respectively.  The  former  was  a 
farmer  and  followed  that  vocational!  his  life, 
coming  to  Missouri  at  the  age  of  seven.  He 
was  reared  in  the  family  of  VonBlaragrim. 
Later  he  became  pi'ominent  as  a faithful 
worker  in  the  Christian  Church,  but  died  in 
185U,  at  tbe  early  age  of  forty-eight.  His 
wife  survived  him  many  years,  dying  in  1870, 
aged  about  ;-i\ty-six  years.  X ine  chihlren, 
eieht  sons  and  one  daughter,  were*  boni  to 
Ml-,  and  Mrs.  l)uev,  who  reached  mature 
years,  eight  of  w horn  aie  now  living.  Our 
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II I STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


fcubject,  the  oldest  in  tlie  family,  came  to 
Texas  in  1853.  Alter  a residence  of  four  years 
he  returned  to  Missouri,  but  came  again 
in  ISGU,  locatinuf  in  Lee,  tlien  known  as 
Jjurleson,  county.  At  that  time  lie  could 
ride  a whole  day  without  seeing  a single 
house.  Game  was  so  plentiful  that  deer, 
wild  turkeys  and  bear  could  be  seen  from  the 
door.  Indians  abounded  in  large  nnmbei-s 
and  would  often  comedown  upon  the  defense- 
less settlers,  stealino  their  horses  and  chil- 
dren.  The  land  was  very  wild  and  uidjroken 
and  the  neigh tjors  were  few  and  far  between. 
The  schools,  which  were  mostly  subscription, 
were  very  limited  in  number  and  of  meager 
facilities.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  Indians 
to  obtain  the  white  girls  as  wives  for  their 
chiefs,  so  that  it  was  very  dangei-ous  to  live 
in  the  Lone  Star  State  at  that  time.  Xot 
allowing  any  of  these  difficulties  to  discour- 
age him  our  subject  continued  on  his  farm 
until  1888,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  pres- 
ent position.  At  the  termination  of  his  first 
term  of  office  he  was  re-elected  without  any 
opposition,  and  is  now  a candidate  for  re- 
election,  without  opposition.  So  peidect  has 
been  his  manner  of  conducting  the  business  of 
Id's  office  that  not  a sino;le  criticism  has  been 
passed  upon  his  official  ability,  lie  rents 
his  farm  and  resides  in  Giddings  at  present. 

Mr.  Duey  was  married  April  12,  1855,  to 
Miss  Nancy  Shaw,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  Shaw,  the  former  of  whom  died 
May,  1892,  in  his  eightieth  yea]-,  but  his  wife 
is  still  living,  aged  seventy-seven.  Mr. 
Shaw  was  a zealous  member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  for  many  years,  lie  and  his 
wife  reai-ed  a family  of  ten  children,  eight  of 
whom  iii'c  living.  Oui-  subject  and  wife  are 
the  |.arents  of  the  following  children:  IMary 
E.,  wile  of  S.  1!.  Carr,  has  six  childi-eii  and 
they  reside  in  Aehraska;  Maggie,  wife  of  \j. 


C.  Laker,  was  a member  of  the  Christian 
Chui-ch  and  died  when  twenty-two  years  of 
age;  Louellam,  wife  of  J.  C.  Chihls,  resides 
near  Elgin,  Texas;  David  is  in  the  stock 
business  in  Wyoming;  Kinettie,  Adaline, 
Hattie,  Katie  and  May,  the  last  two  in  school. 
Onr  subject,  his  wife  and  all  the  childi-en 
saveoneare  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
in  which  Mr.  Duey  has  been  an  Eldei-  for 
many  years.  Mi-.  Duey  takes  but  little  in- 
terest in  politics.  lie  and  his  interesting 
family  are  highly  respected  wherever  they 
have  chanced  to  live  and  have  made  many 
friends. 


K.  P.  JACKSON,  Treasurer  of  Will- 
iamson county,  was  born  in  Giles 


county,  Tennessee,  September  18, 
1840.  Ilis  parents  were  Thomas  G.  and 
Elizabeth  (Caleurt)  Jackson,  both  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  The  father  was  a farmer, 
and  was  (juite  successful,  coming  to  Texas 
with  his  family  and  settling  in  this  county- 
near  Florence.  He  was  the  third  settler  on 
the  head  of  Salado  creek,  and  came  there  in 
1851.  At  that  time  there  was  but  one  busi- 
ness house  in  Georgetown,  the  country 
around  there  being  so  sparsely  settled.  Mr. 
Jackson  died  May  8,  1855;  he  w-as  a member 
of  the  Christian  Church,  in  wliich  he  was  an 
Elder.  He  was  a good,  respectable  man,  who 
was  (piite  well  known  for  his  time  in  Texas. 
His  wife  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
six  years.  She  was  a membei-  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  and  was  very  active  and  devout 
in  all  of  hei-  church  work.  Thei-e  weie 
twelve  children  born  to  this  union,  six  of 
whom  :ire  still  living,  live  in  Texiis  and  one 
in  Indian  Kation. 

Our  subject  started  in  life  on  the  farm, 
where  he  I'eniained  until  thirty  li\c  yc-ars  of 
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IffbTOnV  OF  TFXAS. 


age,  when  lie  went  West.  lie  then  clerked  in 
a store  and  later  became  projirietor  of  a gen- 
eral merchandise  stoi'e  in  Florence,  which 
continued  a little  more  than  a year,  lie  was 
elected  in  1890,  to  his  jiresent  position,  for 
which  nine  men  were  running,  butMr.  J ackson 
was  came  out  ahead,  as  lie  nearly  always  does. 
He  was  nominated  ■ b}'  the  convention,  and 
was  over  3,100  votes  ahead.  In  1892,  he 
had  a majority  of  2,310,  showing  a high  de 
gree  of  appreciation  of  his  merit  by  his  con- 
stituency. 

He  was  married  January  10,  1805,  to  Mrs. 
M.  E.  (AVhittenbnrg)  McCHiire,  daughter  of 
J.  L.  and  Lavina  Whittenbnrfr.  She  was  a 
navive  of  Alabama,  and  her  parents  of  Ten- 
nessee. They  are  still  living,  on  a farm  near 
FJorence.  Onr  subject  and  wife  have  two 
children,  Lucy  B.,  wife  of  G.  C.  Adkinson,  a 
druggist  of  Florence.  Their  two  children  are 
Charles  B.  and  William  Terroso.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  are  members  of  the  Christian 
and  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  respect- 
ively. He  is  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  and  was  an  officer  while  he  lived  in 
Florence.  He  is  an  esteemed  friend,  a worthy 
citizen,  an  efficient  officer,  a genial  and  court- 
eous e;entleman. 

O 


jOIlN  M.  WHITTON,  County  Assessor 
of  Williamson  county,  was  born  in 
Campbell  county,  Tennessee,  September 
24,  1851,  a son  of  Howard  G.  and  Minerva 
L.  (Keeny)  Whitton,  who  wore  born,  reared 
and  married  in  Campbell  county.  The  father, 
a farmer  by  occupation,  was  well  and  favor- 
ably known  in  his  neighboi  hood,  and  in  every  i 
wav  was  a worthy  man.  lie  went  to  Bike’s  | 
Beak  in  1800,  whci'e  he  died  two  months 
later  with  mountain  fever.  M i\  Whitton  was  ! 


' a devout  member  of  the  church,  and  by  his 
j many  acts  of  (’hristian  kimlness  enthroned 
^ himself  in  tin?  hearts  of  those  who  knew  him. 

! Mrs.  Whitton  was  a member  of  the  same 

1 

! church  as  her  hnslaand,  and  she  also  endeared 
herself  most  alfectionately  to  the  hearts  of 
her  associates,  as  well  as  to  all  who  knew 
her  blameless  life  and  hio-h  Christian  char- 

O 

acter.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chib 
dren,  viz.:  John  M.,  our  subject;  Stok- 

ley  C.,  a farmer  of  Iowa;  James  C , following 
the  same  occupation  in  AVilliamson  county, 
Te.xas;  and  Edmund  W.,  a successful  farmer 
of  Missouri. 

John  M.  Whitton  was  educated  at  Edin- 
burg, Tennessee,  after  which  he  followed 
teachincr  in  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Te.vas.  His  first  school  in  this  State  was  in 
Ellis  county,  which  then  numbered  eleven 
pupils,  but  three  months  afterward  it  in- 
creased to  seventy-five,  only  fifteen  of  whom 
resided  in  Palmer’s  Station.  He  was  obliged 
to  employ  one  assistant.  Mr.  IVhitton  has 
taught  more  than  3,500  pupils,  from  the  ages 
of  four  to  forty-five  years.  Iti  1888  he  was 
elected  Tax  Assessor  of  Williamson  county, 
re-elected  in  1890,  and  again  in  1892.  In 
his  first  election  he  had  four  opponents  in 
the  convention,  but  received  more  votes  than 
the  four  combined,  and  at  the  general  elec- 
tion he  received  the  highest  vote,  having  had 
no  opposition.  At  the  third  election  he  had 
4,031  votes,  receiving  a majority  over  his 
opponent  of  2,504  votes.  Mr.  AVhitton  is  a 
most  efficient  county  oHicer,  is  kind,  pleas- 
ant and  courteous  to  all,  and  is  possessed  of 
the  same  genial  spirit  which  characterizes 
all  his  associates  in  county  official  positions. 

In  1879  he  wa>  married  to  Su>an  Ck  Hazel- 
wood, a daughter  of  Joshua  and  Rebecca 
Hazelwood,  of  Montague  county.  Texas.  Ah’, 
and  Mrs.  Whitton  have  six  children:  Znla 
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j\lav,  Orvil  C.,  Claud  I).,  Ethel  Ih,  Lena 
Leota  and  (Jnia.  Mr.  Wliitton  afiiliates  with 
the  I>a[)tist  Ohnrcli,  and  Ids  wife  witii  the 
Christisn  Church.  The  former  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Masoidc  order,  tlie  I.  ().  O.  F. 
and  the  A\^.  (L  Mr.  ATliittoii  is  a man 
well  fitted  for  his  office,  as  his  work  reflects 
his  ability,  and  as  a teacher  he  had  the  af- 
fection and  esteem  of  all  the  pujjils,  and  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  the  parents, 
patrons  and  all  concerned.  He  is  in  thor- 
ough sympathy  with  the  progress  of  the 
commuidty  on  every  line  of  advancement. 


YllljOODSON  PATHICK,  a merchant 
x/Pu/  Georgetown,  was  born  in  Overton 
^ ^ county, Tennessee,  January  28,  1835, 
a son  of  Dr.  Hiram  and  Polly  (Coons)  Pat- 
rick, natives  also  of  Tennessee.  The  father 
practiced  medicine  in  Overton  and  White 
counties,  Tennessee,  for  many  years,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  Kentucky  while  driving 
.'•tock  to  that  State.  He  was  a soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war,  and  received  a land  warrant  for 
services  rendered  in  that  struggle.  His  uncle, 
James  Patrick,  was  a private  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  the  family  having  emigrated  from 
Ireland  to  Virginia  in  about  the  beginning 
of  the  Revolutionary  period.  His  younger 
brother,  John  Patrick,  and  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  and  his  death  occurred  in  I860, 
at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  five  years. 
The  latter’s  children.  Jack,  Cynthia  and 
Hiram,  are  all  now  depeased.  Cynthia  mar- 
ried Tom  P'arris.  Dr.  Hiram  Patrick  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty  yeais,  and  his  wife  de- 
])arted  this  life  in  1870,  aged  sixty-nine 
years.  They  were  tlu'  parents  of  twelve 
childi-en,  our  subject  being  the  seventh  child, 

45 


and  ten  :n‘e  supposed  to  be  still  living,  but 
tiiey  resiiie  in  many  different  States.  The 
eldest  daughter,  Susan  Taylor,  who  died  in 
1892,  at  the  age  of  about  sixty-nine  years, 
was  a resident  of  Overton  county,  Tennessee. 
She  was  a devout  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Woodson  Patrick  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  I’eceived  his  education  at  Mount  Pisgali 
Institute,  Tennessee.  He  also  taucrht  conn- 
try  schools  in  that  State  three  years.  In 
1859  he  located  in  AVilliamson  county,  Texas, 
followed  his  former  occupation  three  years, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1862  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany G,  Allen’s  regiment.  Seventeenth  Texas 
Infantry,  for  service  in  the  Confederacy.  He 
took  part  in  Walker’s  division,  and  partici- 
pated in  several  small  battles  and  many  skir-. 
mishes  is  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  After 
eighteen  months  of  service  Mr.  Patrick  was 
taken  sick,  and  in  the  fall  of  1863  returned 
home,  where  he  remained  until  the  close  of 
the  struggle.  He  taught  school  several  years 
after  the  war,  next  followed  farming  several 
years,  and  since  1874  has  been  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Georgetown. 

Mr.  Patrick  was  married  in  Tennessee,  in 
1856,  to  Miss  Almira  Jane  Copeland.  They 
had  three,  childven:  Jj^mes,  a gi*oceryman  of 

Georgetown,  inarried  Miss  Mollie  Burton, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Alma;  Mary,  who 
died  in  1891,  aged  thirty-one  years,  was  the 
wife  of  James  Simpson  and  a member  of  the 
Baj)tist  Church;  and  John,  a clerk  in  his 
brother’s  store.  Tlie  wife  and  mother  died 
in  1867,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years. 
In  1868  our  subject  married  Miss  Margaret 
Donnell,  a daughter  of  S.  W.  Donnell,  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  He  died  in  1879,  at  the 
age  of  si.\ty->even  years,  having  l)een  a long 
and  devout  member  of  the  Alethodist  Ej)is- 
copal  Church.  He  was  one  of  ihe  old  and 
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highly  respectfd  pioiieei’  settlers  of  William- 
son comiry.  llis  wife,  who  lived  for  many 
years  near  Jwdianan,  Tenne.^see,  died  in  1873, 
aged  sixty-two  years,  having  been  also  a 
nieinher  of  the  Methodist  Episeoj)al  Church. 
Ml',  and  Mrs.  Connell  were  people  of  emi- 
nent devotion  and  signal  usefulness,  and, 
passing  from  earth’s  activities  at  a good  old 
age,  their  memory  is  a precious  heritage  to 
the  church  and  a blessing  to  all  who  knew 
them.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  have  had  two 
children;  Delta,  a pupil  in  the  class  of  the 
Southwestern  University,  and  Victor,  de- 
ceased in  1885,  at  the  age  of  four  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Patrick  are  members  of  the  Pap- 
tist  Church.  The  former  has  also  filled  all  the 
otlices  in  the  subordinate  lodge  Odd  FelloWo’ 
order.  Mr.  Patrick  has  risen  steadily  in  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
and  deservedly  takes  rank  among  the  worthy 
pioneer  settlers,  whose  generous  good-will 
scarcely  knows  bounds. 

E*L1AS  TALBOT,  deceased,  was 

born  in  Vermont,  July  17,  1820,  a 

1 son  of  Thomas  and  Phoebe  (White) 

Talbot,  natives  of  England,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married.  The  father  was  a lineal 
descendant  of  John  Talbot,  the  first  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  who  distingui,'hed  himself  by 
valiant  deeds  in  the  days  of  Henry  V.  and 
Henry  VI.,  and  who  died  in  battle  at  Chatilon 
in  1458,  aged  eighty  years.  The  family  came 
to  America  in  1807,  where  William  Talbot 
died,  leaving  a large  family  of  sons  and 
daughters,  and  they  t-ettled  in  various  parts 
of  New  \ork  and  Canada.  Thomas  and 
Phoebe  Talbot,  parents  of  our  subject,  had 
six  sons:  Charles,  John,  , Joseph,  Richard, 
Thomas  and  Elias.  Thomas  was  elected 


Lieutenant-Covernor  of  Massachusetts,  under 
Charles  Sumner,  served  out  the  latter's  unex- 
pireil  term,  and  was  elected  Covernor  in 
1874  and  1878,  in  the  latter  election  receiving 
an  overwhelming  majority.  Pi'evious  to  this 
he  also  served  two  terms  in  the  Legislature, 
and  was  chosen  to  revise  the  constitution. 

Elias  Talbot  was  educated  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  during  his  youth  was  a gi'eat  reader, 
close  observer  and  indefatigable  student.  He 
worked  in  mills  and  I’actories  with  his  broth- 
ers while  in  Massachusetts,  and  at  the  age  of 
iifteen  years,  on  account  of  his  widowed 
mothei-'s  health,  went  to  St.  Jose|)h  county, 
Michigan,  where  he  was  employed  as  collector 
in  the  mercantile  business  of  his  two  broth- 
ers, Joseph  and  John.  In  1853  Mr.  Talbot 
came  to  Georgetown,  Texas,  and  immediately 
began  merchandising  in  a large  two-story 
building  on  the  corner  north  of  Steele’s 
bank.  On  account  of  ill  health  he  closed  the 
store  soon  after  the  war,  and  afterward  lived 
a retired  life,  giving  attention  to  such  busi- 
ness only  as  could  be  done  out  of  doors  on 
his  ranch.  His  death  occurred  December 
21,  1876,  he  having  been  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  ChurMi. 

Mr.  Talbot  was  inarried  in  St.  Louis,  July 
18.  1840,  to  a daughter  of  Rev.  Isaac  S. 
Ketchum,  of  that  city.  They  left  that  city 
immediately  after  marriage,  on  account  of 
the  dreadful  scourge  of  cholera  which  was 
then  prevailing,  having  been  ecpiipped  to 
establish  a home  for  themselves  and  to  work 
out  a noble  destiny.  Rev.  Isaac  S.  Ketchum 
was  born  and  reared  in  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York,  was  a very  devout  man,  a thorough 
student,  of  scholarly  attainments,  and  his 
spotless  life,  his  tidelity  and  integrity  will  be 
cherished  by  all  who  knew  him.  I'o  know 
him  was  to  love  him  fnr  his  many  sterling 
(pialities  of  head  and  heart.  He  was  a min- 
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ister  from  boyliood,  ntid  his  labors  wei'C  prin- 
cipally ill  Michigan  and  New  York.  ]\fr. 
Jvetcbniii  was  ('diaplain  in  the  Federal  army 
during  the  first  partof  the  war,  and  his  death 
occurred  during  that  struggle,  at  the  age  of 
si.\ty-four  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ketchiiin 
were  the  parents  of  si.\  children,  viz.:  Ada- 
line,  aged  seventy  years,  married  John  Tal- 
bot, and  they  reside  in  Centerville,  Michigan; 
Sarah,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Tal- 
bot; Platte,  who  married  a merchant  of  Cali- 
fornia; Mrs.  Elias  Talbot;  Lizzie,  who  died 
in  St.  Louis  in  18J9,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  [ 
years;  and  Theodore,  a resident  of  California. 
Mrs.  Ketchum  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-six 
years,  she  having  visited  in  Te.xas  two  years 
before  her  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talbot  had 
three  children:  William,  a member  of  the 
lumber  firm  of  Whittle  & Talbot,  of  George- 
town; Edward  K.,  a merchant  of  El  Paso, 
Texas;  and  Ada,  wife  of  James  W.  Whittle, 
engaged  in  business  with  his  brother-in  law, 
William.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whittle  have  four 
children:  George  Dilley,  Bessie  Bell,  Jennie 
Hughes  and  Hazel  Xadine.  Mrs.  Talbot 
has  been  a member  of  the  churcli  from  early 
childhood,  is  a valuable  citizen  and  a most 
estimable  lady.  Mr.  Talbot  was  a member 
of  the  Masonic  order  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
was  kind  and  generous  in  giving  to  any  one 
in  want,  and  was  such  a man  as  any  com- 
munity might  be  glad  to  claim  for  one  of  its 
most  worthy  and  esteemed  citizens. 

dj  AIMES  A.  THOMPSON,  a member  of 
I the  firm  of  Thompson  A:  Co.,  was  born 
— in  liusk  county,  Texas,  January  2,  1856, 
a son  of  J.  M.  Tlmmpsun,  who  was  born  in 
Georgia  in  1827.  1L‘  receive<l  a liberal  edu- 

cation foi'  that  day,  and  when  a child  removed 


with  his  parents  to  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
where  he  wa.-  i-eared  to  farm  life.  In  1817 
he  came  with  his  father  to  Texas,  locating  in 
Busk  county,  but  afterward  retunied  to  Ken- 
tucky and  attended  school.  In  1852  Mr. 
Thon)pson  came  again  to  this  State,  and,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  W.  AL,  engaged 
in  the  saw-mill  business  in  Ku:^k  county, 
having  erected  the  first  mill  in  that  county, 
and  possibly  .the  first  in  the  State,  and  many 
of  the  old  families  of  central  Texas  are  still 
living  in  houses  of  which  the  lumber  was 
sawed  by  Thompson  Brothers.  They  used  the 
single  sash  sawy  the  mill  having  a capacity 
of  8,000  feet  ]>er  day.  and  the  lumber  sold 
for  $20  per  thousand  at  the  mill.  Mr. 
Thompson  continued  in  the  lumber  business 
until  1882,  when  he  began  his  present  occu- 
pation in  Trinity  county.  He  is  also  engaged 
in  farming  in  Gregg  county,  where  he  now 
resides.  During  the  late  war  he  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  South,  and  in  1861  joined 
the  Confederate  army, — Colonel  W.  P-  Lane’s 
regiment, — and  was  appointed  Captain  of  his 
company.  Previous  to  this  he  had  raised  a 
company  which  w'as  in  the  Eastern  Depart- 
ment. He  afteiwvard  secured  a transfer,  re- 
turned home  and  raised  the  second  company. 
He  served  in  Louisiana,  Arkansas  and  Texas, 
and  took  part  in  all  the  battles  fought  against 
Banks  on  his  raid  to  Shreveport.  He  was 
once  severely  wounded  in  the  fleshy  part  of 
the  lefr  in  a skirmish  on  Bed  river.  After 
the  close  of  the  struggle  Mr.  Thompson  found 
himself  financially  ruined,  but  being  a man 
of  recognized  business  ability,  he  had  no 
trouble  in  securing  assistance  necessary  to 
again  start  in  life. 

Mr.  Thompson  married  Miss  Lulu  McCord, 
a daughtt'i’  of  W . P.  and  Lulu  (Millerj 
McCord,  of  Mississi[)[)i.  The  McCord  fam- 
ily are  numbered  among  the  early  setllers 
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of  Texas,  and  the  fatliei-  is  hotter  known  as 
Colonel  McCoi’d.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tlionij)Son 
had  six  (diildren,  four  now  living,  viz-:  J. 
A.,  oiir  subject;  13.  F.  and  W.  P.,  of  Milford, 
Texas;  and  Lnln  Della,  wife  of  W.  II.  Criin, 
of  Kilgore,  this  State.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1870.  She  was  a member  of  the  old- 
school  Pi-esbjterian  Church.  In  1871  Mr. 
Thompson  married  Miss  Emma  Holt,  and 
they  had  six  children:  Cherry,  Louis,  La- 
gette,  Iloxie,  Alexander  and  Anna  May. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  members 
of  the  old-school  PresbjTerian  Church,  and 
the  former  also  affiliates  with  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. 

James  A.  Thompson,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Rusk  county.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  in  company  with  his 
father,  he  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business 
at  Kilgore,  Texas.  Eight  years  later,  in 
1884,  he  moved  to  Kyle,  where  he  embarked 
in  the  lumber  business  with  his  father,  but 
three  years  afterward  went  to  Lockhart.  In 
1891  he  came  to  Taylor  and  became  a mem- 
ber of  the  linn  of  Thompson  &Co.,  and  they 
now  have  one  of  the  largest  lumber  yards  in 
this  section  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  their 
yard  at  Taylor,  where  they  conduct  a busi- 
ness amounting  to  $65,000,  they  also  have 
a yard  at  Lockhart  valued  at  $40,000.  The 
firm  have  a saw  and  planing-mill  at  Willard, 
Trinity  county,  with  a capacity  of  90,000 
feet  daily,  and  the  planing-mill  has  a capacity 
of  125,000  feet  daily.  The  firm  of  Thomp- 
son & Co.  are  also  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business;  have  erected  many  houses  on  their 
own  property,  and  have  aided  materially  in 
the  development  ot  Taylor.  In  October, 
1891,  Mr.  Thompson,  in  company  with  other 
gentlemen  of  the  towti,  organized  an  electi-ic- 
light  plant,  with  a capital  stock  of  $40,000, 


of  which  our  subject  is  Dii-ector  and  Treas- 
urer. The  plant  began  operation  March  1, 
1892,  and  they  now  have  sixty  arc  lights  and 
625  incandescent  lights.  The  firm  of  Thomp- 
son & Co.  also  have  stock  in  the  Taylor  Na- 
tional Rank. 

In  1879  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Jennie  Alexander,  a native 
of  Gregg  county,  Texas,  and  a daughter  of 
Rev.  T.  and  Jennie  (Hall)  A.lexander,  natives 
respectively  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  The 
parents  came  to  Texas  in  an  eai-ly  day,  where 
the  fathep  was  one  of  the  pioneer  ministers 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
and  also  one  of  the  first  school  teachers.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Thompson  have  had  fiv'e  children : 
Louis,  Alexander,  Lucile,  Effie  (deceased), 
and  one  unnamed.  Mr.  Thompson  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  old-school  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  his  wife  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  The  former  is  also  Presi- 
dent of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  of  Taylor,  which 
was  organized  in  September,  1892,  with  only 
seventy  members,  but  it  now  has  a member- 
ship of  160.  Mr.  Thompson  was  largely  in- 
strumental in  its  organization.  lie  is  also  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  A A.  M.,  Solomon 
Lodge,  No.  484,  the  R.  A.  M.,  and  the  K.  of 
P.,  Alamo  Lodge. 

B)  F.  HUDGINS,  a farmer  of  Bastrop 
county,  was  born  in  Henderson,  Rusk 

''  county,  Texas,  October  18, 1849,  a son 

of  J.  W.  and  Margaret  E.  (Warren)  Hud- 
gins, the  former  a native  of  Georgia,  and  the 
latter  of  ^Mississippi.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  a native  of  South 
Carolina,  of  English  descent,  was  a soldier  in 
the  Rev(dutiunai-v  war,  and  afterward  located 
in  Georgia.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  a 
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brother  of  Colonel  Warren,  who  was  well 
known  tlircjiighoiit  Texas.  The  Wan'en  fam 
ily  are  well  known  in  this  State  and  the  East. 
J.  AT.  Ilinl^ins  came  to  Knsk  county,  Texas 
in  1844,  was  there  inai-ried,  and  later  moved 
to  Arkansas,  whei’e  he  died  in  1S7U.  lie  was 
a prominent  farmer  and  slaveowner,  and  also 
followed  merchandising  l)efore  the  wai',  hnt 
was  financially  mined  during  that  struggle. 
Mrs.  Hudgins  died  in  1868.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  viz.;  Mary  E., 
wife  of  T.  C.  Anderson,  Professor  of  a school 
in  Arkansas;  E.  F.,  our  subject,  iV.  C.,  of 
Smithville;  J.  T.,  also  of  this  city;  Susan  B., 
wife  of  Mr.  AVilkinson,  of  Navarro  county; 
James  W.,  a resident  of  Birmingham, 
Alabama;  Mao-grie,  widow  of  J.  Cook,  a 
farmer  and  editor  in  Arkansas;  and  Maud, 
who  died  when  young. 

B.  F.  Hudgins,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  remained  at  home 
until  reaching  years  of  maturity.  In  1868 
he  engaged  in  railroad  work  at  Houston,  com. 
mencing  at  the  bottom  of  the  business,  but 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  conductor. 
In  1876  he  embarked  in  the  wood  and  coal 
trade  in  Houston,  but  two  years  later  came  to 
Bastrop  county  to  take  charge  of  the  large 
plantation  of  his  father-in-law,  J.  R.  Nichols. 
This  farm  contained  over  2,000  acres, 
and  after  Mr.  Nichols’  death,  December  26, 
1888,  the  estate  was  divided,  Mr.  Hudgins  i 
receiving  1,100  acres,  900  acres  cultivated.  | 
Mr.  Hudgins  is  now  giving  attention  to  the 
raising  of  Berkshire  hogs  and  Jersey  cattle. 
In  1880  he  opened  a general  stock  of  mer- 
chandise, but  sold  the  store  three  years  later. 
He  has  a public,  steam-power  gin,  where  he 
makes  about  800  bales  of  cotton  annually. 

At  Bastrop,  this  county,  September  18, 
1872,  Mr.  Hudgins  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sally  L.  Nichols,  a daughter  of  J. 


R.  and  Josephine  F.  Nichols,  natives  of 
A'iiariiiia.  The  nai'ents  were  married  in  their 

0 1 

native  State,  and  came  to  Texas  in  1850. 
The  fathei'  was  a natural  mechanic  and  black- 
smith, and  made  a large  fortune  by  hard 
work.  He  loaned  his  money  on  lands  at  this 
place,  which  he  was  obliged  to  buy  in,  and 
also  owned  a large  tract  adjoining  Green  ville. 
Two  of  his  sons  now  own  the  latter  place. 
The  great-orandfather  of  Mrs.  Nichols  was 
employed  as  overseer  in  Virginia  for  Thomas 
Jefferson.  Her  father,  T.  G.  Garth,  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession,  a prominent  politician, 
and  a large  planter  and  slave  owner.  His 
family  consisted  of  ten  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Nichols  was  the  eldest,  and  she  and  Jesse 
L.  were  the  only  ones  to  come  to  Texas.  The 
latter  located  at  Bryan,  where  he  owned  two 
steam  gins  and  a lumber  yard.  He  died  in 
1889.  Mr.  Nichols  died  in  1888,  amf  his 
widow  now  finds  a good  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter. Mr.  and  Mrs  Hudgins  have  had  three 
children, — all  of  xvhom  died  when  young. 
Mr.  Hudgins  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
party,  is  a member  of  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.  & 
R.  A.  M .,  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a 
progressive  and  enterprising  man. 

H)HN  W.  HILL,  a member  of  the  rner- 

1 cantile  firm  of  Yeager  & Hill,  Smitb- 
ville,  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1837,  a 

son  of  M.  M.  Hill.  In  1335  the  latter  came 
to  this  State,  where  his  sister,  ]\[rs.  John  Mc- 
Gill. was  then  living.  He  and  his  brothers 
J.  B.  J.  and  AViley  Hill,  purchased  land  to- 
oetber  and  in  the  same  year  M.  M.  Hill  re- 
turned  to  Alabama.  His  brothers  remained 
in  this  State,  and  was  here  during  the  Revo- 
lution of  1836,  and  partici|>ated  in  the  battle 
of  San  Jacinto.  In  1838  Mr.  Hill  came 
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affain  to  Texas,  settlino'  on  tlic  lanil  lie  liad 
before  pni'chased,  in  liastrop  county,  twelve 
miles  southeast  of  Bastrop  city,  on  the  Col- 
orado id  ver,  where  lie  eimaired  in  farmiim  and 

• or™'  o 

stock  ixaibino.  When  he  first  located  in  this 

O 

county  Genei'al  Ed.  Burleson  lived  a mile  and 
a half  west  of  his  farm,  a family  of  Hunts, 
alioiit  two  miles;  ar!d  a widow  lady  and  ]\[r. 
Craft  and  ]\[oses  Gage,  were  the  only  settlers 
between  INfr.  Hill’s  farm  ami  the  town  of  Bas- 
trop. In  1842  the  Indians  made  a raid  in 
this  settlement,  stole  a number  of  horses 
from  Mr.  Burleson  and  othej-s  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  a party  of  settlers  started  in 
pursuit.  They  succeeded  in  capturing  most 
of  the  stolen  stock,  and  also  captured  the  camp 
equipment  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Hill  never 
participated  in  any  raids  after  the  red  skins, 
although  he  assisted  materially  in  furnishing 
outfits  for  young  men  to  assist  in  suppressing 
any  outbreak.  He  remained  on  his  original 
purchase  until  death,  in  1850. 

John  W.  Hill,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  education  in  the  village  of  Bas- 


had  several  horses  killed  under  him,  many 
holes  shot  tlimnoh  his  clothimr  but  was  never 
wounded.  He  entered  the  war  as  a private, 
but  at  the  close  of  hostilities  was  a non  coui- 
missioned  officer.  In  the  fall  of  ISOO  Mr. 
Hill  engaged  in  the  saw  milling  industry  on 
Colorado  river,  which  he  continued  t\v.>  years. 
He  then  purchased  a farm  on  that  river,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  where  he  was  rai.sed,  re- 
maining there  until  1875.  In  that  year  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Dallas, 
but  remained  there  only  a short  time.  From 
tlie  fall  oi  1875  to  1888  he  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Alum  creek,  and 
in  the  latter  year  cametohis  present  location. 
The  firm  of  Yeager  & Hill  has  been  in  ex- 
istance  since  1875,  and  they  now  carry  a gen- 
eral mercantile  stock  amounting  to  about 
$15,000,  and  have  an  annual  trade  of  from 
$40,000  to  $50,000.  In  addition  to  his  mer- 
cantile interests,  Mr.  Hill  also  owns  a ranch 
of  2,300  acres,  300  acres  of  wdiich  is  culti- 
vated. 

In  1868  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 


trop,  and  for  two  years  before  the  opening  of 
the  late  war  was  employed  as  a clerk.  In 
1858  he  went  to  Mexico,  purchased  a drove 
of  horses,  which  he  sold  in  this  State.  In 
1861  he  joined  Company  D,  Terry’s  Texas 
Rangers,  or  the  Eighth  Texas  Calvary,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee. 
H-e  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Ferryville  and  Murfreesboro.  At  the  last 
named  engagement  Mr.  Hill  had  his  horse 
killed  under  him,  was  captured,  and  taken  to 
Camp  Douglas  December  31,  1862,  and  ex- 
changed at  City  Point,  Virginia,  April  7, 
1863.  Rejoining  his  command  at  McMinn- 
ville, Tennessee,  he  took  [lart  in  the  battles  of 
Chickamauga,  Rosaca,  Kenesaw,  Xew  Hope, 
Atlanta,  Bentiuiville,  and  also  many  minor 
engagements.  1 luring  the  struggle  Mr.  Hill 


Mariah  Yeager,  a daughter  of  John  C.  and 
Mariah  (Kinkle)  Yeager.  They  had  one  son, 
who  is  now  a member  of  the  firm  of  Y^eacrer 
& Hill.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  the 
city  of  Dallas,  December  29,  1875,  having 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  Mr.  Hill  affiliates  with  the 
A.  F.  & A.  M.,  J.  Nixon  Lodge,  Ho.  380. 


MP.  MILLER,  an  extensive  and  pros, 
perous  farmer  of  Travis  county,  is  a 
native  of  the  State  of  Texas,  born  in 
Bastrop  county,  August  22,  1851. 
His  father,  J.  T.  Miller,  was  a well-known 
and  highly-i’espected  pioneer  of  Bastrop 
county,  whither  he  removed  from  Arkansas 
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four  years  before  the  Iiirth  of  liis  son,  M.  P. 
Joliii  ^filler,  gramifather  of  <uir  siil)jcct,  was' 
a citizen  of  Illinois,  and  thei'O  reared  his  fam- 
ily; he  removed  in  later  life  to  Arkansas, 
where  he  followed  aoricnltnre  the  remainder 
of  his  days;  he  died  in  Ai-kansas  in  1875,  at 
the  age  of  ninety  years.  Ilis  son,  J.  T.  Mil- 
ler, received  only  a limited  education,  and  in 
his  youth  was  trained  in  all  the  details  of  in- 
telligent farming.  He  followed  this  occupa- 
tion until  he  came  to  Texas,  where  he  em- 
barked in  the  livery  business  at  Bastrop;  he 
removed  to  Austin  in  1853,  and  here  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  same  business,  winning 
a large  and  profitable  patronage.  Investing 
his  suplus  means  judiciously,  he  became  in 
time  quite  independent.  In  1876  he  sold  his 
livery  establishment  to  his  son  Monroe,  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  was  employed 
in  the  management  of  his  lands  and  other 
interests.  When  he  came  to  Texas  his  capital 
comprised  two  horses  and  a wagon;  at  the 
time  of  his  death  an  inventory  of  his  re- 
sources footed  §185,000. 

John  Miller  married  Miss  Sims,  and  four 
of  their  seven  children  survive.  J.  T.  Miller 
married  Miss  E.  A.  Spencer,  a daughter  of 
the  Kev.  William  Spencer,  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  There  were  born  of  this  union  nine 
children:  Amanda,  wife  of  M.  M.  Long;  Jef 
ferson,  who  was  killed  in  Monterey  by  the 
Mexicans,  in  1883;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  W.  II  Milligan,  also -deceased y 
Monroe;  M.  P-,  the  subjectof  this  biograph- 
ical sketch;  Emma,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
(t.  B.  Westlake;  Wallace;  Ella,  wife  of  John 
Whitis;  and  Clara,  wife  of  Joe  Shumate. 

The  youth  of  M.  P.  Miller  was  not  more 
eventful  than  that  of  the  usual  “young  Amer- 
ica.” He  secured  a vei-y  good  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  at  the  aoe  of  eioht- 
cen  yeai-s  engaged  in  the  livei-y  business,  I 


I forming  a pai’tncrship  with  bis  father  ami 

■j  brother.  d’his  ivlatimisbip  continued  until 

I 1873,  when  be  became  foreman  on  bis  father's 
I . . . . 

ranch,  continuing  in  this  capacity  until  the 

death  of  the  latter  and  through  the  adminis- 
tration  of  the  estate.  In  1888  he  purchased 
his  present  farm,  a most  desirable  tract  of 
1,000  acres,  060  acres  being  under  cultivation. 
Here  Mr.  Miller  is  the  center  of  a small  com- 
munity, giving  employment  to  tw'enty-two 
men,  and  supporting  nitiety-eight  individu- 
als. Five  hundred  acres  are  planted  to  cot- 
ton, 300  to  corn,  and  the  balance  to  grass. 
Mr.  Miller  has  erected  a gin  at  an  expendi- 
ture of  §6,000,  where  he  takes  care  of  his  own 
product  and  does  ginning  for  the  neighboring 
public.  He  is  possessed  of  much  more  than 
ordinary  business  ability,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  spirits  in  all  movements  tending  to 
advance  the  interests  of  the  general  public. 

He  was  united  in  marriage  October  14, 
1873,  to  Miss  Imogene  Coulson,  a daughter 
of  Harrison  Coulson,  of  Bastrop  county,  and 
one  of  a family  of  seven:  A.  B.,  O.  A.,  Har- 
rison, Jr.,  Imogene,  Bart.,  E.  O.,  and  Kossie, 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  the  pa- 
rents of  one  child,  John  T.,  born  February 
25,  1875. 

EB.  BABKER,  a resident  of  Taylor, 
Williamson  county,  Texas,  is  one  of 
pioneers  of  the  Lone  Star  State. 
Here  he  was  born  in  Bastrop  county,  Janu- 
ary 25,  1835,  a son  of  Jesse  Barker,  a native 
of  North  Carolina,  born  in  1791.  He  was 
reared  on  the  southwestern  frontier,  and  had 
only  limited  opportunities  for  acquiring  an 
education.  Jesse  Barker  removed  to  Missouri 
about  the  time  she  became  oue  of  the  Union, 
and  resided  there  until  1833,  when  he  was 
camdit  in  the  tide  of  western  emigration  and 
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drifted  to  Texas,  tlieii  about  to  become  a Re- 
public; lie  settled  iu  Ibistrop  county,  and  for 
some  time  was  eimaered  iu  the  frontier  service 
against  the  Indians.  Calvin  Rarker,  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  a native  of  Eng- 
land; he  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  fought  at  iSTew  Orleans  under  General 
flackson.  Durint^  his  absence  his  wife  had 
no  communication  with  him,  and  as  the 
months  stretched  out  into  years  she  concluded 
he  was  dead.  Seven  years  after  his  depart- 
ure he  returned  to  find  his  wife  married 
acrain  and  three  children  added  to  the  family. 

O t/ 

After  a long  and  friendly  consultation  it  was 
decided  to  submit  to  the  wife  the  cpiestion  as 
to  which  should  claim  her;  the  answer  was 
in  favor  of  the  second  husband,  and  Mr.  Bar- 
ker departed,  seeking  another  home  in  a new 
country.  His  children  are:  John,  Wilson, 
Lemon,  Jesse,  Billie,  James,  Betsy  and  Ke- 
ziali.  Jesse  Barker  married  Malinda  Weeks, 
and  ten  children  blessed  their  union:  Calvin; 
Henry,  deceased ; Thomas,  deceased;  Elzina, 
who  married  William  Daniels,  and  died  in 
1855;  E.  B. ; Jane,  who  died  in  early  life; 
Finis,  deceased;  Margaret,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  William  Rice;  Jesse,  who  died  in 
1862;  and  Amanda,  wife  of  ATilliam  Rowlett, 
The  mother  of  this  family  died,  and  Mr.  Bar- 
ker was  married  a second  time,  this  union 
being  with  Emily  Johnson;  they  have  one 
child.  Lemon  Barker,  a resident  of  William- 
son county. 

E.  B.  Barker  was  left  an  orphan  at  a tender 
age,  and  as  stated  at  the  beginning  of  this 
sketch,  had  only  the  advantages  of  gaining 
the  limited  education  criven  the  children  of 
pioneers.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  be- 
gan to  care  for  himself,  and  worked  for  wages  j 
and  occasionally  tilled  the  soil  on  the  shares.  [ 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  liegan  to  farm  for  | 
himself  on  a sniall  scale,  and  continued  with  I 


varying  degrees  of  success.  Shortly  after  the 
war  he  decreased  the  amount  of  live-stock 
on  his  land,  and  entered  more  extensively 
into  agricultui'e.  From  18(il  to  1805  he  was 
a heavy  loser,  having  sup[)lied  horses  and 
mules  to  the  Confederate  government,  which 
were  paid  for  in  Confederate  money.  His 
military  service  was  of  three  months’  dura- 
tion, during  which  time  he  was  a member  of 
Colonel  Allen’s  regiment.  He  owns  a fine 
farm  of  1,300  acres,  ten  miles  south  of  Tay- 
lor, admirably  adapted  for  growing  cotton  and 
raising  live-stock.  Ilei'e,  during  the  winter 
season,  he  feeds  a hundred  head  of  choice 
cattle  for  the  June  market. 

Mr.  Barker  was  united  in  marriage  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1857,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  James 
Harvey,  a pioneer  of  Burleson  count}'.  Mr. 
Harvey  married  a daughter  of  Jack  Reed,  of 
the  same  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker  are 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  R.  E.,  J.  E., 
R.  L.  and  J.  T.,  twins,  Sallie,  wife  of  B.  Dar- 
lington, J.  L.,  Emsy,  Dudley  and  Eddie. 
Mrs.  Barker  is  a consistent  member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  the  family  enjoy  the 
regard  of  the  entire  community. 

JACK  STEELE,  manager  of  the  banking 
firm  of  Steele  & Sparks,  was  born  in 
Georgetown,  Texas,  October  30,  1867, 
a son  of  Moses  E.  and  Nep  (Ake)  Steele,  the 
former  a native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  latter 
of  Arkansas.  In  an  early  day  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject  located  many  acres  of  land  in 
Texas,  and  after  his  death,  and  before  the 
war,  Closes  came  to  this  State  to  look  after  his 
interests. 

Moses  E.  Steele  was  born  August  31, 1833, 
in  Christian  county,  Kentucky.  His  mother, 
7iee  Miss  Edringtoii,  died  when  he  was  an  in- 
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faiit,  ami  liis  father,  William  II.  Steele,  com- 
mitted the  care  of  IMoses  to  hi.s  brother,  John 
A.  Steele.  Moses  spent  his  boyhood  days  in 
Kentucky  with  liis  uncle,  and  began  his  busi- 
ness life  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  afterward 
returning  to  Hardin  county,  Kentucky.  In 
1855  he  came  on  a business  trip  to  George- 
town, Texas,  and  a month  later  returned  to 
Kentucky,  Init  was  so  pleased  with  the  peo- 
ple, climate  and  country  of  Texas  that  he  re- 
turned in  tlie  fall  of  the  same  year.  He  was 
employed  as  clerk  by  the  most  prominent 
merchants,  E.  V.  Talbot,  Josiali  Taylor  and 
M.  M.  Rogers.  In  1860  he  embarked  in 
merchandising,  in  Georgeton,  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, and  in  October,  of  the  same 
year,  was  married.  The  war  soon  came  on, 
a financial  crisis  occurred,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  struggle  Mr.  Steele  was  penniless.  He 
then  tried  farming,  bnt  failed  in  that  enter- 
prise; next  embarked  in  hotel-kee|>ing,  and 
later  opened  a store  in  connection  with  his 
hotel.  He  next  dropped  the  hotel  and  con.- 
nected  banking  business  with  his  store,  and 
subsequently  sold  the  store  and  directed  his 
energies  to  the  banking  business.  Mr.  Steele 
was  a kind  and  providetit  father,  a devoted 
and  affectionate  husband,  and  his  death, 
whicli  occurred  March  17,  1889,  at  the  acre  of 
fifty-five  years,  left  a void  in  the  business 
and  social  circles  of  the  town  which  will  lonsr 
be  remembered.  In  early  life  lie  displayed 
that  energy  and  business  capacity  that  in 
later  life  enabled  him,  purely  by  his  own  un- 
aided efforts,  to  have  a competency  for  his 
declining  years.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
is  a daughter  of  John  J.  and  Jane  (Williams) 
Ake.  The  father,  a native  of  Alabama,  af- 
terward removed  to  Arkansas,  and  in  1850 
came  to  Williamson  comity.  He  was  first  a 
hotel  keeper,  next  a farmer,  was  widely  and 
favorably  known,  -juid  his  (.loath  occurred  in 


1864,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  Ifoth 
he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  The  latter  died  in  1873,  also 
aged  fifty-three  years.  Mrs.  Steele,  their 
only  child,  is  still  living,  an  honored  resident 
of  Georo-etown,  and  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist  Episcopal  Church  for  many  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Steele  had  seven  children,  namely: 
Mary,  wife  of  Heaumont  Leavel,  of  this  city; 
Jennie,  widow  of  E.  II.  Slaton  and  a resident 
of  Georgetown ; Jack,  our  subject;  Bell  was 
the  next  in  order  of  birth;  AVilliam  11.,  a 
clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  the  bank;  Susie,  a 
pupil  of  the  collegiate  department  of  the 
Southwestern  University,  in  the  class  of 
1892;  and  Nellie,  a member  of  the  same  class 
but  now  in  school  at  Staunton,  Virginia. 

Jack  Steele,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  at- 
tended the  Southwestern  University,  and  af- 
ter completing  his  education  was  employed  as 
bookkeeper  and  collector  in  liis  father’s  bank. 
Since  his  father’s  death  he  has  had  complete 
control  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Steele  was  married 
in  1889,  to  Miss  May  Horton,  a daughter  of 
Kev.  H.  C.  Horton,  a minister  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  at  Seguin,  Texas. 
She  is  one  of  a large  family  of  children,  and 
the  parents  are  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Steele  have  one  child,  M.  E.  Mrs.  Steele  is  a 
member  of  tlie  Methodist  Church.  Our  sub- 
ject affiliates  with  the  K.  of  P.,  in  which  he 
is  Master  of  the  Exchequer.  He  takes  no 
interest  in  politics. 

H arry  GARRETT,  one  of  the  leading 
railroad  engineers  of  Taylor,  was  born 
I -i  in  Ohio,  in  1845,  a son  of  Gaorge  and 
^ Susan  (Davis)  Garrett,  the  former  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  of  Pennsylvania-German 
descent,  and  the  latter  of  Scotch  parentage. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject 
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came  direct  from  Scotland  to  ()liio,  where 
Mrs.  Gari-ett  was  j)robahly  l)orn.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Garrett  were  tlie  pai-eiits  of  eioht  cliil- 
dren,  viz.:  Isabella,  wife  of  W.  S.  Slieek.  of 
M issouri;  Mary,  wife  of  John  Jones,  of  Mis- 
souri; Rebecca,  now  ]\[rs.  Anderson,  of  Ne- 
braska; Adeline,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
W.  F.  Sheek;  David,  deceased;  Henry,  onr 
subject;  Andrew,  of  Colorado;  and  Isaiah,  of 
Te.xas.  The  father  died  in  Ro!)insonville, 
Henry  county,  Missouri,  in  1860.  The  war 
coming  on  about  that  time,  Mrs.  Garrett  was 
left  with  eifjht  children  to  care  for,  and  she 
resided  at  Leesville,  Missouri,  until  the  close 
of  that  struotrle.  The  eldest  son,  David 
Garrett,  was  compelled  to  enter  tlie  service, 
and  he  joined  Company  C,  Forty-tifth  In- 
fantry, United  States  Army,  in  the  Army  of 
Tennessee.  His  first  encrafrement  was  at 

O D 

Jefferson  City,  where  his  company  was  en- 
gaged with  the  remainder  of  the  command 
in  figliting  General  Price’s  army.  Mr.  Gar- 
rett was  killed  between  Johnsville  and  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  in  what  is  known  as  the 
battle  of  Nashville. 

Harry  Garrett,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
moved  with  his  father  to  Marion  county, 
Missouri,  in  1858,  in  1859  went  to  Benton 
county,  that  State,  and  one  year  later  located 
at  Robinsonville,  Henry  county.  On  account 
of  the  death  of  his  father  and  eldest  brother 
during  the  war,  he  was  left  in  charge  of  his 
mother  and  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 
After  it  became  necessary  for  people  to  take 
sides  with  one  cause  or  the  other,  Mr.  Gar- 
rett cast  his  lot  with  the  United  States  forces 
and  joined  the  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry  for 
three  months,  but  was  afterward  transferred 
to  Company  C,  Eighth  Regiment  of  thirteen 
veterans,  for  the  remainder  of  the  war.  He 
participated  in  all  the  battles  fouo-ht  against 
General  Price  on  his  raid  through  to  Missouri 


j from  -lefferson  City  to  llig  Blue,  and  at  the 
j latter  place  Mr.  Garrett  received  a severe 
flesh  wouml  in  the  left  leg.  Previous  to  this 
he  was  wounded  in  the  chest  by  a bush- 
whacker. This  would  probably  have  proved 
fatal  had  not  the  same  ball  first  penetrated  tlie 
upper  portion  of  his  horse’s  head.  The 
animal  fell  on  Mr.  Garrett,  and  the  same 
person  who  shot  him  would  have  conijileted 
his  work  had  not  an  officer  arrested  his  band. 
Our  subject  was  carried  fifty  miles  on  horse- 
back before  surgical  aid  couhl  be  found. 

After  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  returned 
to  Henry  county,  Missouri,  where  he  learned 
the  trade  of  distiller  of  spirits  and  malt 
liquors,  and  followed  that  occupation  two  and 
a half  years.  He  was  ne.xt  employed  as 
manager  of  a farm  three  years,  and  during 
that  time  also  followed  freio-hting  from  Se- 
dalia  to  various  places.  In  the  latter  part  of 
1869  Mr.  Garrett  began  staging,  followino- 
various  occupations  from  1870  to  1871,  in 
the  latter  year  began  farming  during  the 
summer  and  railroading  in  the  winter,  and 
in  1872  came  to  Texas.  After  arriving  in 
this  State  he  found  employment  in  the  livery 
stable  of  L.  S.  Owens,  ex-Governor  of  Ari- 
zona, for  one  year,  after  which  he  began 
railroad  work  on  the  Choctaw  division  of  the 
Missouri,  Kansas  & Texas  Railroad,  where 
he  remained  eighteen  months  before  receiv- 
ing an  engine.  He  remained  on  that  divis- 
ion  seven  years,  was  then  given  a run  from 
Denison  to  Fort  Worth,  afterward  from  the 
latter  city  to  Waco,  from  1882  to  1886  ran 
from  Alvarado  to  this  city,  and  since  that 
year  has  been  on  the  Bastrop  division,  from 
Taylor  to  Boggy  Tank,  a run  of  ninety-eight 
miles  a day.  i\Ir.  Garrett  has  been  engaged 
in  railroad  work  since  September  17,  1878, 
and  from  that  date  until  January  5,  1S93, 
has  never  missed  a pay  day.  In  187'J  he 


^ * 


•I « 


1 ■/  / .'  -.^1  ')•  1 

1.  .itii  * i.'iO 

• M 

' • ';’>*  ' li| 

"it  »«  'i'.#  -ihC 

rttj  ' 

r _/  ,1  I . 4. 

:,  1 1 ■ ".ii 

r» 

■ • I ' 

1’  l>  t.ij|i  ^ , 

I ■ V 'Mi  Iv/  -lir.'  ’ i>'^ 

‘7 

t ■ ,i‘  * O I 

, / . < ■ 

• I • / ( 


K, 


./ 


^ 1'*'  ^tk-  t#.i(  : 3»f  ,it^b 

' « •'  ' , .»...  /•  r,H  whhc  ;hi4Ci* 

’ #!■  r ,1:1  A.r  . ‘ill  ,»n  l<‘{>A  ;n)Lus^i  - 

' "''  Mi**r  I 'MvjiU  ; J<A»d8  .'*i, 

•i-  I |4i(4«fifijo  ) U)  .•oihfi/’4 

i<‘\t«i' ttt  IaUj  f»ilT 

' If?  <f})w  }|9(  - 

' ' ' ' " ,i  l**t*  li'M  ,*l*l'f«0»J  j«  bribi^’ 
m‘  hj.  u-tl  |,-*  -tn'  '«|lj  lo 

1 ’ A*  1/1)  T*|M4>  ' I |»nH*njn»<*ij  Kf^ 

''  ' ' » di\h  J biMltAj^  »;*l  t*(JH 

!'■•  v:’’"’/  *M*'  itl 

I * t • « 


'It; 


4^ 


■■■£. 


• I 


' l\* 

•i  U .S\ 


• * 'I 


I > 1 
Ilf 


I'll  »il'.*<  i r>  1 'i  . vM  .9<NA9f1UllX 

’’'  11'  f'l’'  ini*i#  -f(H  Iii(  4^?iO  iKiilfDAt. 

It  If  .ij,\.  ■,  .'(>  Ilf  f'fliil  J|l|  (lliw 

'f*'  I i ‘‘  , "’  1*  «V»i>*!  tH 

' ' ^ •‘••I'  i**j|  ♦ImI'^Ii  .<<•:•  ‘tUttf  ir>>ltl4  (MfW  #J(»t 


f<  • I 


.'  I 


I 


M . 

' i 

l»  *■  ' 

i ( 

lit  •*>oi"'V»*  si|t  >r 
.1  . ‘"1  111 

1 1 

■ ' |i  . ' 1 1 ' 1 '"T( 

" |{i  'fi.  : I'.pMi# 

? I ' 

1 1 1 ■ 1 1 f ^ ' 1 ; 

’•••l’»/f!  i I'll 

,'  / 

, 

Ii 

. •♦  1 1 ii^  ' » * 

•jiWilinVl  to  n(.i|iiit 


■ I •/  . I 

’ ,"f.  '!l 


1 1 II 


I,  .11^ 


♦Pt 


ii  'I  I 

H If  1 fi' 

■ I I ■•'  -*  4 

'.I  •’«*  ••:  ii,  i 

•‘  , i/'i  «i. • 


Min-  -I'l  v*i«r.n|u/  - If  .•♦^iV  Ik  ^liilli.O 

|/  I n'  i .^iiUMi.ij  ^*niv»K>«niii(ui|  t4 

.'  "(i.A'i  • Ai.i'.  »»►.  ji'Uui  «<)(  io  ctiji)  to 

".■  ’ »*•  • "1  iii  ‘t<»]  **  V f>f|  /mvc  ikfli  ^iihob 

»'  '•  > '■  '!»  ••  ’ '(♦iy»iK»r«  n ii  ivltA 

'•  ■•.■'»ii  i>''  ,fwi»n  (i|fl  II,  •A«;i«i^  (ii'iio  djtk*'  K>ti}| 

^ ' i'*  I-*'  ;^*in»  ’ Ait^  dirm  fnl  idii  Jii.t'i  7Ui^ 

■•""  I T ’I*'  (fuU'Mll/l  diiTilf'l^  Mff  bXlfoi,b(|* 

„ «•  J’  i,'n*ifc'1».»(*,i(i  I'l  .'rtigJt*  ,\  imj  .rfjffmxri  »widt 

I A 9Vl  111  'Ll  t*’  ill  ,.  i ^(IKIiDo  .)  <|f| 

*•»•••  ' UmfflUtH  »U  .tUtt  'Till  i'ii«Mihi«t A*i  <>t\t  1i*i1  ,*’llM'U»k;V 

1*1  Jkill  ;»-•*  T !:;ii  I - * iikd  oilt  Ii*  III 


• fit  (•!  f*4J  * 'TiATiMt  Ml(/  I , ,||-.t.*(  j/"  . i Mil)  I »)  »J»r  (K'<«()1»U 

> 


JrA-  ■ k 


.n.  * 


IIItsTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


'21 


was  cm 

ployei 

1 as  foreman 

of  the 

com  |iany’s 

yards  e 

levcn 

months. 

W1 

len  he 

lirst 

came 

to  Tayl 

oi-  it 

contained 

Old 

v about  500  in- 

habitaii 

its.  am 

il  three  stores. 

, two  s 

aloons 

, one 

livery  i 

stable. 

and  two 

board  iim-l 

louses 

coin- 

prised  the  business  poi 

•tion 

of  the 

place. 

Ile 

erected 

a one-story 

dwe 

lling. 

which 

was 

burned  in  1886,  and  in  tlio  following  ppring 
he  built  a good,  two-story  frame  residence. 

January  3,  1870,  Mr.  Garrett  was  united 
jii  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Thrailkilh  a na- 
tive of  Golconda,  Illinois,  and  a daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Crumpton)  Thrailkilh 
Our  subject  and  wife  have  had  five  children: 
Cora,  wife  of  James  Kenaud,  of  Knoxville, 
Tennessee;  Emery,  deceased;  Ilari'y;  Claud 
and  Annie.  Socially,  Mr.  Garrett  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  B.  of  L.  E.,  Gtabriel  Division,  No. 
307.  He  has  always  taken  a active  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  the  city  of  Taylor,  and  in 
1892  was  elected  to  the  position  of  School 
Director,  for  a term  of  two  years. 

ict  I I?  a ?l  I?  in.  

D.EMPSEY  C.  PACE,  of  Travis  county, 
Texas,  is  a son  of  Deinsey  C.  Pace, 
— ' Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee.  He 
afterward  moved  to  Colorado  cpunty,  Texas, 
wliere  he  died  in  1851.  He  was  a stock- 
man  by  occupation,  was  an  active,  en- 
ergetic business  man,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Mexican  war,  served  as  Sheriff  of  Colorado 
county,  and  was  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views.  His  father,  Gideon  Pace,  was  born 
in  Tennessee  or  Mississippi.  The  Pace 
family  are  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The 
mother  of  our  subject,  Elizabeth  Dabney, 
was  a native  of  Kentucky,  but  afterward 
moved  to  Tennes.see,  where  she  was  marrieil 
in  18  They  had  four  children,-  Wayne 
W.,  who  died  at  Houston,  Texas,  i n the  Con- 


federate anny;  liobcrt  J.,  of  hiding,  this 
State:  Laura,  wife  of  jM.  G.  Keylich;  and 
Dempsey  C.,  the  sulijectof  this  sketch. 

The  latter  was  Ihuii  December  3,  1351, 
and  remained  with  his  mother  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  imgaged  in  farm  work  and 
I driving  cattle,  having  made  several  trips  to 
Kansas.  At  that  age  he  embarked  in  the 
hide  business,  in  company  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  M.  G.  Keylich,  which  he  continued 
two  years.  He  then  resumed  agricultural 
pursuits,  but  afterward  was  employed  on  the 
police  force  in  the  city,  and  since  that  time 
has  served  as  Superintendent  of  the  poor 
farm.  In  1879,  Mr.  Pace  was  appointed 
Deputy  Marshal  in  which  capacity  he  served 
eight  years,  and,  in  1880,  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  Count}'  Commissioner. 

In  1873  he  was  married  to  Alice  J.  Moore, 
who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  in  1853,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  W.  and  Lucy  E.  Moore, 
natives  of  Tennessee  and  Yirginia,  respect- 
ively. J\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Pace  have  live  children, 
— Edgar  F.,  Laura  E.,  Clara  L.,  Cora  A.  and 
Dempsey  C.  Mr.  Pace  is  independent  in  his 
politicai  views,  but  on  national  questions 
votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Workmen  and  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  Mrs.  Pace  is  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church,  of  which  our  subject  is  a 
liberal  supporter. 

G/HARLES  BURNSIDE  STODDARD. 
j\  — Before  the  landing  of  the  May- 
' — ^ flower,  early  in  the  history  of  the 
Colonies,  three  brothers,  named  Stoddard, 
and  of  Scotch  ancestry,  entered  into  the  for- 
tunes of  the  New  World,  in  1619.  Durimr 
the  Revolutionary  war  live  brothers  of  this 
historic  family  participateil  in  the  struggle 
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for  independenoe,  holding  tlie  i-aiik  of  officers 
in  the  army.  From  this  progenitorship 
came  lion.  Henry  William  and  Minerva 
(Hayden)  Stoddard,  the  former  a native  of 
Danbury,  Connecticut,  and  the  latter  born 
near  liochester.  New  York.  Tlie  father  was 
an  architect  and  builder,  and  a soklier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  lie  was  born  in  17U6,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Mr. 
Stoddard  lield  matiy  offices  of  profit  and  trust, 
carried  the  confidence  of  the  people,  was 
well  and  favorably  known  and  a universally 
respected  citizen.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, born  in  1800,  also  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  The  parents  lived  for  a 
time  after  marriage  in  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  finally  became  established  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  in  what  was  known  as  the 
Western  Reserve.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stoddard 
had  eleven  children,  our  subject  being  the 
tenth  child,  all  of  whom  grew  to  years  of 
maturity,  and  six  are  still  living.  Cassius 
Clay,  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth,  was  a natural 
genius  with  a horse,  having  being  a teacher 
of  Rarry,  of  Ohio,  who  had  a national  reputa- 
tion as  a horse  tamer.  Cassius  Stoddard 
traveled  over  the  world,  and  his  rare  genius 
was  everywhere  applauded.  He  has  been 
known  to  go  to  a stable  and  turn  out  twenty 
horses,  which  he  had  never  before  seen,  and 
with  that  peculiar  power  he  had  over  the 
animals,  and  with  only  a whip  in  his  hand, 
would  make  them  come  to  him,  lie  down, 
and  do  many  other  feats.  He  is  now  thought 
to  be  in  Australia.  The  eldest  sister  of  the 
family,  Emily,  married  Charles  Rurnside,  a 
brother  of  General  Ambrose  Burnside,  of 
the  late  war.  The  former  are  both  now 
deceased.  The  Stoddard  family,  in  its  vari- 
ous branches,  has  a proud  record  in  litei-a- 
ture  among  them  being. — 11.  II.  Stoddard, 
the  author;  R.  II.  Stoddard,  the  [>oet; 


Charles,  a literary  genius  of  the  Pacific 
coast,  and  others  who  have  distinguished 
the  family.  The  Shermans  and  Stoddards 
of  Ohio,  for  many  generations  have  been  re- 
lated and  the  distinguished  General  who 

O 

discharged  the  youthful  soldier  (as  noted  be- 
low) is  a near  kinsman  of  the  family. 

C.  B.  Stoddai'd  was  born  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  January  10,  1848.  At  the 
age  of  twelve  years  he  moved  with  his 
])arents  to  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  en- 
tered the  United  States  army,  but  was  sub- 
sequently discharged  by  General  W.  T. 
Sherman,  on  account  of  his  youth.  One 
year  latei’,  however,  he  again  joined  the 
service,  and  remained  at  the  headquarters  of 
General  Thomas,  in  Government  employ. 
Mr.  Stoddard  took  a regular  course  in  both 
literature  and  medicine  in  the  University  of 
Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  also  attended  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Dental  Col- 
lege of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Ohio  Dental 
College  at  Cincinnati.  He  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  1866,  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  but  in  1869  removed  to  Chicago. 
During  the  great  fire  of  that  city  he  lost  his 
entire  possessions,  and  in  1873  resumed 
practice  in  New  York  city,  whei-e  he  re- 
mained five  years,  and  during  that  time 
made  money  rapidly.  Warned  by  failing 
health,  he  went  abroad,  traveled  for  a year, 
and  then  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Galveston,  Texas.  After  another 
two  years,  sojourn  in  Europe,  he  came  to 
Austin,  in  1880,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
large  and  lucrative  practice.  Dr.  Stoddard 
has  a reputation  not  inferior  to  the  ablest 
and  most  scientific  gentlemen  of  the  entire 
country  engaged  in  the  practice  of  dentistry. 
As  a discoverer  he  has  won  an  enviable  place 
in  the  world  of  science  and  art.  In  1876 
he  discovered  the  :.pplication  of  electricity 
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fis  a motive  power  to  dentistry;  was  also  the 
discoverer  of  the  Imninioiis  pi-oj»erties  of 
nitrons  oxide  i^as,  the  same  year,  for  wliicli 
lie  received  a hi^li  compliment  from  Henry 
Norton,  one  of  the  most  distingnished  chem- 
ists of  America,  liecently  his  genions  has 
been  exhibited  in  the  discovery  and  inven- 
tion of  a small  electric  illuminator  of  the 
month,  by  means  of  the  ordinary  battery 
used  in  telegraphy.  Not  the  least  among 
'he  achievements  of  science,  is  Dr.  Stoddard’s 
painless  extraction  of  teeth,  by  means  of  a 
hypodermic  injection  into  the  gums  of  dnid 
Jrnown  only  to  the  discoverer.  As  a trav- 
eler the  doctor  is  untiring  and  intelligent, 
having  visited  almost  every  part  of  the  world, 
— Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  the  islands  of  the 
ocean,  as  well  as  his  native  continent.  lie 
usually  spends  about  one-third  of  his  time 
in  this  pleasant  way. 

He  was  married  in  186C,  his  wife  dying 
in  1869.  Onechild  was  born  to  this  union 
but  did  not  survive  the  mother.  Dr.  Stod- 
dard became  a member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post 
in  1884.  and  is  now  Commander  of  Joseph 
A.  Mower  Post,  No,  10,  Department  of 
Texas.  He  has  been  a delegate  many  times 
to  the  National  Grand  Lodge,  when  it  met 
in  San  Francisco,  St.  Louis,  and  Columbus, 
Ohio.  In  1892  the  Doctor  was  made  a 
member  of  the  National  Council  of  Ad- 
ministration of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  attended 
and  took  part  as  an  officer  in  the  National 
Encampment  at  AVashington,  in  the  same 
year.  He  was  in  the  saddle  from  nine  a. 
M.,  to  6 p.  M , as  an  officer  and  an  aid, 
and  even  then  did  not  see  the  end  of  this 
grand  body  of  old  veterans.  This  was  the 
largest  national  encampment  in  its  history, 
and  the  largest  body  of  men  in  une  grand 
review  ever  known  on  the  continent.  Tliey 
were  over  nine  hours  in  passing  a given 
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point,  were  from  thirty  to  eighty  deep, 
keeping  step  to  300  bands  of  music  on 
Pennsylvania  avenue.  This  body  of  grand 
old  veterans  have  had  their  annual  meet- 
inos  since  theii’  organization  in  1866,  and 
as  the  organization  grows  in  age  it  increases 
in  interest.  The  following  is  taken  from 

G 

the  Washington  Post,  September  22,  1892. 
“Colonel  C.  P.  Stoddard,  Commander  of 
Joseph  A.  Mower  Post,  No.  10,  Austin, 
Texas,  and  a member  of  the  National  Council 
of  Administi-ation,  G.  A.  R.,  is  a native  of 
Ohio,  and  a near  relative  of  General  Sher- 
man. He  went  to  Texas  soon  after  the 
surrender,  and  has  always  taken  an  interest 
in  Grand  army  circles.  Lie  has  won  many 
friends  to  the  Lone  Star  State,  and  at  the 
capital  thereof  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  and  most  public-spirited  citizens.” 
Mr.  Stoddard  is  also  a Thirty-second  Degree 
Mason,  of  the  Ancient  Scottish  rite,  and  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  P, 
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M.  J E N N I N G S,  of  Williamson 
county,  was  born  in  Lafayette  county, 
Missouri,  November  18,  1828,  a son 
of  AVilliamtuid  Elizabeth  (Hopper)  Jennings. 
The  father  was  born  and  raised  in  Fairfield 
district,  South  Carolin  -,  afterward  removed  to 
Georgia,  next  to  Tennessee,  afterward  to 
Missouri,  and  was  there  married.  The  grad- 
father,  John  Jennings,  was  a lad  of  fourteen 
years  at  the  opening  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  served  the  entire  time  in  the  Conti- 
nental army.  The  Jennings  family  are  of 
Irish  descent.  On  the  mother’s  side  the 
family  moved  from  Indiana  to  Missouri. 

Dr.  M.  Jennings,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  raised  to  farm  life,  and  remained  under 
the  paternal  roof  until  about  twenty-one 
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years  of  age.  In  1849,  in  company  with  a 
brother-in-law,  lie  came  to  Te.xas,  ami  spent 
the  followino;  five  years  in  the  drnir  business 
in  Georeetowii.  lie  then  located  where  ho 
now  resides,  where  he  owns  1,200  acres  of 
land,  250  acres  cultivated.  The  farm  is 
located  three  miles  west  of  Leander;  and  Mr. 
Jennings  also  owms  and  conducts  a dz’iig  store 
at  that  place,  lie  never  attended  a medical 
school,  blit,  after  studying  medicine  for  a 
time  alone,  gradually  came  into  an  e.xtensive 
practice,  which  he  continued  until  a few  years 
ago.  Lie  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  prac- 
tice on  account  of  failino  health. 

Dr.  Jennings  was  married  in  this  county, 
in  1856,  to  Sarah  E.  Huddleston,  a native  of 
Tennessee,  who  came  to  Te.xas  in  1852.  To 
this  union  have  been  born  six  children : Will- 
iam, of  Leander,  Texas;  Edward,  deceased; 
Milton;  Sanford  and  Charlie,  of  Leander; 
and  Lou  E.,  wife  of  Emmett  C.  Perkins,  who 
also  resides  near  J.,eander.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Jenninjjs  is  a Democrat.  He 
affiliates  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is 
a believer  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  although 
he  is  not  a member  at  the  present  time. 


JA.  PATTON,  Postmaster  and  mer- 
chant, of  Oak  Hill,  Travis  county,  is  a 
son  of  J.  M.  and  Sarah  (Smithson)  Pat- 
ton. The  father  a native  of  Tennessee,  and 
a son  of  Samuel  Patton.  The  family  resided 
in  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  and  in  1838 
came  to  llastrop  county,  Texas.  Samuel 
Patton  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
early  political  history  of  the  State,  having 
served  Bastrop  county  in  the  first  Legislature 
that  met  at  Austin,  and  was  a member  of 
sev'eral  following  sessioim.  He  is  remembered 
as  a man  of  sterling  vii’tues,  and  did  his  part 


nobly  in  laying  the  foundation  of  this  great 
empire.  J.  M.  Patton  was  i-eared  to  man- 
hood in  Te.xas,  and  was  identified  with  the 
scouting  and  ranger  service  for  sevei'al  years 
before  and  after  his  marriacre.  That  event 

O 

occurred  in  Bastrop  county,  in  December, 
1845,  to  Sarah  J.  Smithson,  who  was  boim  in 
Jefferson  county,  Alabama,  Christmas  day, 
1828.  Her  parents  came  to  Texas  in  1836, 
locating  on  Cedar  creek,  in  Bastrop  county, 
where  both  afterward  died.  For  three  years 
after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patton  lived  in 
Bastrop  county,  and  then  removed  to  Lock- 
hart, Texas,  where  the  former  served  one 
term  as  Sheriff,  and  remained  there  five  years. 
They  then  lived  in  Comal  county  until  after 
the  close  of  the  late  war,  spent  one  year  in 
Llano  county,  twelve  years  at  Oatmanville, 
Travis  county;  in  1882  removed  to  Blanco 
and  for  the  past  few  years  have  lived  with 
their  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patton  were 
the  parents  of  seven  sons:  Columbus,  a 
farmer,  of  Dripping  Springs,  Hays  county, 
Texas;  William,  at  Cedar  Valley;  J.  A.,  of 
Oak  Hill;  John  Mac,  of  the  same  neighbor- 
hood ; Anson,  who  resides  near  Austin;  Tom 
Green,  of  Hays  county,  and  Kobert  Lee,  of 
this  county. 

J.  A.  Patton,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  at  Lockhart,  Texas,  January  12, 
1853.  In  1870  he  located  in  Travis  county, 
and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raisino-. 
Mr.  Patton  started  in  life  for  himself  at  the 
bottom  round,  having  no  means,  except  that 
which  he  earned,  but  by  industry  and  good 
business  dealings,  is  now  the  owner  of  500 
acres  of  good  land,  125  acres  cultivated,  and 
also  has  property  in  Hays  county.  He  em- 
barked in  the  mercantile  business  in  1879, 
and  in  1886  was  appointed  1‘ostmaster  of 
Oak  Hill.  Our  subject  occupies  a position 
of  influence  in  his  community,  is  respected 
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and  esteLMiied  l>y  all  who  know  him,  is  a Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views,  and  is  a member 
of  the  Cliristian  Chni'ch. 

Mr.  Patton  was  married  in  Travis  county, 
Jaiiiiary  27,  1875,  to  Virginia  Pishop.  They 
have  two  children:  Andrew  and  Rosa. 


IVyif  ARGARET  CHAMBERS,  of  Bas- 
I county,  Texas,  was  horn  in 

Jj  ^ North  Carolina,  a daughter  of  Leah- 
man  and  Sarah  (Eoreliand)  Broker. 
She  came  with  her  parents  and  husband, 
Josiah  Willbarger,  to  Texas  in  1827,  settling 
first  at  LaGrange,  and  then  spent  one  year  at 
Matagorda.  In  1831  they  came  to  Bastrop 
county,  locating  ten  miles  west  of  this  city, 
on  what  is  now  known  as  AVillbarger’s  prairie, 
and  were  accompanied  by  the  families  of 
Walters,  Northcroft  and  his  father-in-law. 
Mr.  Willbarger  erected  a block-house  on  the 


river  bank,  where  he  remained  until  the 
stampede  in  1835.  In  company  with  four 
families  they  then  went  to  the  Natchez 
river,  returned  to  this  county  the  same  year, 
but  found  the  Mexicans  had  carried  away 
everything  on  the  prairie  except  a few  cattle, 
and  these  were  so  wild  that  they  could  hardly 
be  collected.  The  Mexicans  made  their 
second  forage  in  the  county,  arid  Mr.  Will- 
bai'ger  then  removed  to  Washington  county, 
but  remained  there  only  a short  time.  After 
his  i-eturn  he  again  found  everything  gone; 
even  the  flooring  of  his  dwelling  was  used  to 
make  boats  to  transport  the  corn  and  other 
things  from  the  place.  A short  time  after- 
ward the  family  went  to  Ti-oy,  Lincoln  county, 
Mifsouri,  remaining  there  one  year-.  They 
went  l»y  way  of  New  Orleans,  and  just  be- 
fore reaching  that  city  a severe  storm  oc- 
curred, and  for  fourteen  days  they  were  lost 


at  sea.  They  retunied  to  Bastrop  county, 
Texas,  with  a nnmliei'  of  immigrants,  ti'avel- 
imr  tbrough  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Na- 
tion,  crossed  Red  river  at  Gains’  ferry,  and 
the  Indians  at  that  time  were  numerous. 
Mr.  Willbarger  jiarticipated  in  a number  of 
raids  after  Indians,  but  was  never  in  the 
State  service,  in  1832  he  went  on  a business 
trip  to  Austin,  and  while  looking  at  some 
land,  in  company  with  four  others,  they  saw 
one  Indian,  gave  chase,  but  he  escaped.  At 
Denison,  on  the  same  day,  they  were  attacked, 
and  Mr.  Willbarger  was  four  times  wounded, 
was  scalped,  and  thought  to  be  dead.  He  was 
shot  through  the  cheek  and  a portion  of  his 
neck,  his  clothing  taken  from  him,  and  he  re- 
mained in  that  condition  from  2 n.  m.  until 
the  evening  of  the  following  day,  when  he 
rescued  by  a number  of  men  sent  out  for  the 
purpose  of  burying  him.  He  was  taken 
home  in  a sled,  in  which  he  could  be  carried 
easier  than  in  a wagon,  and  it  was  some  time 
befoie  he  entirely  recovered  from  his  w'ound. 
Mr.  Willbarger  died  on  his  farm,  five  miles 
north  of  Bastrop,  in  1845,  leaving  a wife  and 
four  children.  They  had  seven  children,  two 
of  whom  lived  to  be  growm:  Harvey  and 
John.  The  latter  was  killed  by  Indians  on 
the  Rio  Grande  river,  while  in  the  ranging 
service.  He  joined  a company  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years,  and  his  sole  object  was  to 
avenge  his  father’s  death,  which  occurred  be- 
fore he  was  twenty  years  old.  Both  he  and 
his  companion  were  killed  while  eating 
dinner,  and  the  other  companion  was 
wounded.  Harvey  died  in  1873,  leaving 
seven  children. 

]\Irs.  Wilbarger  was  manned  in  1840,  to 
Thomas  IM.  (’hambeis,  a native  of  Iventucky. 
He  came  to  Texas  in  1836,  in  command  of 
a company  for  the  juirpose  of  joining  the 
fight  against  the  Indians.  Colonel  Cham- 
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her  liad  seventy  men,  all  on  white  horses,  hut 
they  arrived  too  late  to  take  part  in  the  t)attle 
of  San  -lacinto.  The  Colonel  followed  fann- 
ing and  merchandising  in  southern  Texas 
until  1840,  wdien  he  began  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Bastrop  county.  lie  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  the  war  of  1840.  Mi-.  and  Mrs. 
Chambers  had  three  daughtei-s:  Malinda, 

wife  of  James  Oliver;  Florence,  wife  of 
Captain  J.  II.  Hooper,  of  Austin;  and  Fan- 
nona.  The  father  died  in  1855,  havino  been 
a member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  a prominent  Mason  of  this  State. 
IVIrs.  Chambers  has  been  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Chnrch  for  twenty-eight  years. 

ILLTAM  A.  J.  JENKINS,  a farmer 
of  Bastrop  county,  was  born  in  Ma- 
rengo county,  Alabama,  May  16, 
1828,  a son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Parrent) 
Jenkins.  The  father  came  to  Texas  in  the 
fall  of  1828,  first  locating  on  Barton’s  creek, 
but  in  the  following  year  settled  on  what  is 
now  Hill’s  prairie,  neai-  Cedar  creek,  where 
he  located  a league  of  land.  He  remained 
on  that  farm  until  death,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  been  killed  by  an  Indian.  After  her 
husband’s  death,  Mrs.  Jenkins  took  charge  of 
the  estate,  and  at  that  time  her  children  were 
small  and  the  settlements  were  very  scattered. 
In  1886  she  went  with  the  others  to  the  ren- 
dezvous on  Sabine  river,  where  she  remained 
until  the  return  of  the  settlers.  Mrs.  Jen- 
kins spent  the  following  twelve  months  in 
Wa^hinglon  county,  Texas,  and  on  returning 
to  her  former  home  she  found  everything 
gone.  She  remained  on  the  old  homestead 
until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1840,  leav- 
four  children:  Elizabeth,  who  man-ied  John 
Daugherty,  and  after  his  death  she  beean;e 


the  wife  of  Elisha  Hopper,  Imt  both  are  now 
deceased;  John  IF,  deceased,  was  a prospci'- 
ous  fanner  tif  this  county;  William  A.  J., 
our  subject;  Edwai’d  VV.,  a resident  of  Bas- 
trop. 

AV.  A.  J.  Jenkins  received  only  a limited 
education,  and  early  in  life  learned  to  depend 
on  his  own  resources.  In  1847  he  joined 
Captain  Ilaymfith’s  Company,  Colonel  Hays’ 
regiment  of  Texas  State  troops,  and  was  con- 
fined to  the  frontier  section  of  the  State.  He 
was  in  many  battles  with  the  Indians,  and  at  one 
time  they  killed  thirty  Indians,  only  one  es- 
caping. Mr.  Jenkins  served  twelve  months, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  iwustered  out 
of  service  in  Gillespie  county,  twelve  miles 
north  of  Eredricksburg.  After  returning 
home  lie  followed  farming  until  the  opening 
of  the  late  war,  and  was  then  detailed  as 
teamster  in  the  Quartermaster’s  Department. 
Both  of  his  brothers  were  in  the  army,  and 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  serve  in  a place 
wliere  he  could  occasionally  return  home. 
After  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  resumed 
farming  for  the  third  time  on  the  same  league 
of  land  located  by  his  father,  where  he  re- 
mained nineteen  years.  Mr.  Jenkins  then 
Sold  the  land  to  his  brother,  Edward;  pur- 
chased and  remained  on  the  farm  in  the 
southeastern  portion  of  the  county  four  years; 
sold  that  place  and  bought  land  in  Caldwell 
county,  ten  years  later  went  to  Frio  county; 
two  years  afterward  located  near  his  former 
home  in  Caldwell  county;  and  October  1, 
1889,  came  to  Smithville,  Bastrop  county. 
He  remained  in  the  city  until  1893,  and  in 
that  year  purchased  his  present  place  of 
twenty-five  acres  in  this  county. 

Mr.  Jenkins  was  married  September  6, 
1849,  to  Eveline  Faith,  a native  of  ..Missis- 
sippi, who  came  with  her  father,  E.  B.  h'aith, 
to  Fayette  county,  Te.xas,  when  only  ten  years 
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of  age.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  had  eiglit 
children,  namely:  A.;  Sarali,  deceased, 

was  the  wife  of  J.  W.  'Wellborn;  Elizabeth 
J.,  wife  of  Frank  Winters;  C.  M.;  Dan; 
Mary  C.,  wife  of  W.  G.  Anderson,  of  Cald- 
well county;  Endocia,  wife  of  W.  J.  Mon- 
ger; and  Lee.  Mrs.  Jenkins  is  a member  of 
the  Christian  Church.  For  many  years  our 
subject  has  been  a member  of  the  A.  F.  W 
A.  ]\I.,  Hopkinsville  Lodge,  No.  183. 

% 

SAMUEL  II.  McDonald,  one  of  the 
' successful  and  leading  farmers  of  Bas- 
trop county,  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Bastrop,  in  1854,  a son  of  Hugh  K.  and 
Elizabeth  (Gill)  McDonald.  Samuel  H.,  the 
fifth  of  six  children,  was  educated  in  his  na- 
tive city,  and  began  work  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  In  1874  he  embarked 
in  the  general  mercantile  business  at  Hill 
Prairie,  where  he  continued  fourteen  years. 
He  then  abandoned  mercantile  pursuits,  atid 
in  1890  returned  to  his  farm  in  this  county, 
where  he  is  still  engaged  in  agricultural  work. 

Mr.  McDonald  was  married  in  1883,  to 
Miss  Ida  Holmes,  a native  of  Louisiana,  and 
a daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Holmes,  of 
Shreveport,  that  State.  Our  subject  and  wife 
have  had  five  children:  Lizzie  Bell,  Ida  Lee, 
Flora,  Jessie,  and  one  deceased.  Mrs.  Mc- 
Donald is  a member  of  fhe  Methodist  Church 
South. 


GHABLES  P.  VANCE,  a pioneer  of 
Taylor,  Bastrop  county,  was  born  in  | 
^ Grant  county,  Kentucky,  February  21,  ' 
182S,  a son  of  Drury  Vance,  and  a grandson  ; 
of  Patrick  Vance.  The  familv  came  to  I 


America  at  about  the  time  of  Cromwell’s 
war  in  England,  and  the  name  was  oilginally 
spelled  De  Vanx,  a well-known  name  in  early 
French  and  Mormon  history.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Bourbon  county, 
Kentucky,  in  1798,  a son  of  John  Vance. 
Her  mother  was  formerly  a Miss  Bout,  and 
that  family  were  prominent  in  both  A^irginia 
and  Kentucky,  where  they  were  among  the 
early'  settlers.  - John  ALance  came  to  this  sec- 
tion of  country'  when  the  Indians  were  en- 
gaged in  war.  The  (freat-grandfather  of  our 
subject  u'as  a soldier  in  the  Bevolutiouary 
war.  Drury  A^ance,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
I'emoved  from  Kentucky  to  Tennessee,  one 
year  later  went  to  Alabama,  afteiwvard  spent 
three  years  in  Arkansas,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1845  came  to  Houston  county,  Texas.  He 
w'as  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  as  was  also, 
the  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject. 

Charles  P.  Vance  left  home  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  and  u’as  employed  as  a common 
laborer  for  a time.  In  1846  he  came  on 
horse-back  from  Arkansas  to  Texas,  spent  the 
first  year  with  his  father  in  Houston  county, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1847  came  to  Bastrop 
county.  He  soon  joined  a company  of  State 
rangers,  and  went  to  Austin,  wdiere  he  was 
to  be  mustered  into  service,  but  w'as  disabled 
three  months  on  account  of  sickness.  After 
recovering  his  health,  Mr.  Vance  was  engaged 
in  freighting  one  y'ear  for  a Mr.  Tannahill, 
hauling  from  Austin  to  various  places.  On 
one  occasion,  with  a companion,  he  w'as  sur- 
rounded by  Indians  on  a stream  called  the 
Blanco,  but,  as  they  had  the  advantage  of  the 
red  men,  and  only  had  two  horses,  the  latter 
did  not  run  the  risk  of  making  an  attack. 
The  two  men  wei-e  obliged  to  g(j  without 
anythiug  to  eat  for  three  days  and  niahts. 
Mr.  Vance  was  afterward  engaged  in  the 
I same  oceupatiou  for  a Mr.  Glasscock.  He 
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next  wurktHl  on  the  inncli  of  Mr.  lieai’d  in 
Itni'leson  comity,  Te,\a.«,  four  months;  was 
enoaofd  as  clerk  I'oi'  A.  M.  Dodd,  where  l.ex- 
iiii^ton  now  stand.-',  and  alessrs.  Vance  A Dodd 
then  o[)ened  a store  on  the  present  site  of 
J.,ong  IVint,  Washington  comity.  Two  years 
later  Mr.  Vance  sold  his  interest  to  his  part- 
ner, purchased  a wagon  and  sold  goods  over 
the  sparsely  settled  districts  of  tliis  section. 
At  that  time  a distance  of  twenty  miles  fre- 
quently intervened  lietween  houses.  Tn  1854 
he  opened  a store  in  llamhlin’s  Settlement, 
i\Iilam  comity,  and  also  jnii'chased  the  stock 
of  goods  of  a Mr.  Mclinally,  si.\  miles  from 
that  place,  thus  giving  Mr.  Vance  a monop- 
oly of  the  ti-ade  in  this  section,  wliicli,  by  fair 
and  honorable  dealings  with  his  neighbors, 
he  1‘etained  during  his  residence  there. 

In  1855  Mr.  Vance  moved  a part  of  his 
goods  to  Lexington,  Cmdeson  county,  where 
he  purchased  a ranch,  and  stocked  tlie  same 
with  cattle  and  horses.  lie  I'esided  and  car- 
ried on  the  mercantile  business  in  Lexington 
until  1857,  and  in  that  year  moved  to  his 
ranch  and  gave  his  attention  entirely  to  the 
stock  business,  lie  drove  beef  cattle  to  Gal- 
veston and  New  Orleans,  and  also  drove  the 
first  lierd  of  cattle  to  market  in  this  county. 
During  1857-8-9  a severe  drouth  occurred 
in  this  county,  and  Mr.  Vance  was  forced  to 
take  his  cattle  and  horses  to  Bee  county, 
where  he  purchased  a ranch  ten  miles  north 
of  Beeville.  At  one  time  he  was  offered 
318,000  for  his  herd,  but  did  not  sell  until 
1800,  when  he  received  81,000  for  a part  of 
his  stock.  In  1803  Mr.  V ance  joined 
Douglas'  company  of  moving  battalion, 
Texas  State  troojis,  was  stationed  at  Burnet 
and  Houston,  but  was  never  personally  en- 
gaged in  battle.  In  1805  he  began  merchan- 
dising at  Lexinglon,  where  he  opened  one  of 
the  first  stoi’es  after  the  close  of  hostilities. 


! and  continued  that  occupation  until  1873. 
j Dni’ing  the  lattei-  pai’t  of  his  residence  in 
j that  city,  he  purchased  a stoek  of  goods  at 
Circuitville,  of  which  he  placed  his  steji-son, 
fl.  A.  Simons,  in  charge.  In  1873  our  sub- 
ject began  business  in  Lamaiisas,  in  company 
with  a Mr.  Thomas.  They  lost  their  entire 
stock  of  goods  by  the  flood  of  that  year. 
Having  a stock  of  groceries,  which  had  lyot 
reached  hampasas  at  the  time  of  the  Hood, 
Mr.  Vance  took  the  same  to  Bockdale,  opened 
the  first  store  in  the  place,  and  while  there, 
was  also  engaged  in  buving 'cotton.  In  the 
spring  of  1874  he  returned  to  Lampasas, 
where  his  family  had  resided,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing spring  moved  his  goods  from  Circuit- 
ville to  Taylor,  this  county.  Messrs.  Vance 
& Co.  and  AViley  & Potter  opened  the  first 
dry  goods  stores  in  the  city,  although  there 
were  two  or  three  saloons  and  one  board incr- 
house  here  at  that  time.  In  1886  Mr.  Vance 
retired  from  the  firm,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  encracred  in  real-estate  business,  and 
in  buying  and  feeding  stock.  He  has  two 
farms  in  Burleson  county,  a handsome  resi- 
dence in  this  city,  and  other  property.  In 
1865  he  was  elected  County  Commissioner 
of  Buileson  county,  and  has  also  held  other 
minor  offices. 

In  1854  Mr.  Vance  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  A.  D.  L.  Simons,  Hewlett. 
Her  family  came  originally  from  Scotland, 
and  her  father,  Lemuel  Hewlett,  was  a soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812  from  South  Carolina. 
He  w ■as  wounded  in  the  battle  of  New  Or- 
leans, and  his  death  occurred  in  Kentuck}', 
at  the  age  of  eighty- nine  years.  Mr.  and 
iVIrs.  Vance  had  four  children:  Cdiarles  IL, 
deceased,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  John 
T.,  enoaued  in,  the  hardware  business  in  Lex- 
ington,  Kentucky;  Sallie  IL.  wife  of  J.  L. 
.McC’artey,  of  Colorado,  and  Bobert  S.,  (U> 
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(*(‘!Vso(l,  was  formerly  casliier  of  the  AVi^e 
Comity  National  l!ank,  at  Deeatiii'.  j\[rs. 
A'ance  died  in  1801,  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine 
years.  She  was  a inemher  of  the  Cliristian 
Cluirch.  Decemlior  1,  1892,  Mr.  Mance 
married  Mrs.  Fannie  G.  Conch,  Gibbons, 
a native  of  Kentucky.  She  is  also  a member 
of  the  Cihristian  Church. 

G alvin  WEIII,  a farmer  of  William- 
county,  was  born  in  Blount  county, 
Tennessee,  December  19,  1S2G,  a son 
of  Hugh  and  Margaret  (Rankin)  AVeir,  na- 
tives also  east  Tennessee.  The  father  was 
a son  of  Jonathan  Wier,  a native  of  Virginia, 
of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  located  in  east 
Tennessee  in  a very  early  day,  and  was  ol’ten 
obliged  to  leave  his  home  for  safety  from  the 
Indians.  The  mother  of  the  subject  was  a 
daughter  of  AVilliam  Rankin,  a native  of 
Virginia,  and  a Revolutionary  soldier.  lie 
also  settled  in  east  Tennessee  in  an  early  day, 
where  he  followed  farming.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hugh  Weir  had  ten  children,  namely:  David 
M.,  deceased  in  Illinois,  in  1861;  Sarah  M., 
married  Robert  McRoynolds,  and  both  died 
in  Illinois;  Jonathan  FT  , who  died  in  the 
same  State;  William  R..  came  to  Texas  iti 
1837,  and  died  about  1882;  Samuel  B.,  who 
came  to  Texas  first  in  1837, afterward  returned 
to  Illinois,  and  in  1855  came  again  to  this 
State,  where  he  died  in  1879:  John  A.,  who 
came  to  this  State  in  1858,  now  resides  in 
Afills  county;  James  M.,  deceased  in  Illinois; 
Alary  A.,  deceased  in  Tennessee;  Calvin,  our 
subject;  ami  Alargaret  ,1.,  who  died  at  Chat-  j 
tanooga,  Tennessee.  J'lie  f^her  departed 
this  lih“  in  1830,  and  the  mother  in  Septem-  ^ 
her,  18-15.  ! 


Calvin  Weii'  lost  his  fathoi’  at  the  age  of 
four  years,  after  which  he  went  with  his 
widowed  mother  to  Illinois,  settling  in  I'ay- 
ette  county,  where  the  latter  died  twelve 
months  afterward.  The  children  then  re- 
turned to  their  old  home  in  Tennessee,  but 
three  years  later  Calvin  went  to  Chattanooga, 
where  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1856.  In  that  year  he  came  to  AVilliamson 
county,  Texas,  purchased  100  acres  of  his 
present  farm,  then  raw  land,  and  he  has  since 
added  to  this  place  until  he  now  owns  737 
acres,  225  acres  nndei-  a line  state  of  culti- 
vation. Mr.  AVeir  has  given  some  attention 
to  stock,  has  a beautiful  residence  and  two 
tenement  houses.  In  March,  1862,  our  sub- 
ject entered  the  Confederate  service,  in  Com- 
pany A,  Alorgan’s  Batallion,  in  the  Trans- 
AI  ississippi  Department,  and  remained  in  Ar- 
kansas. The  command  was  principally  en- 
gaged in  guard  duty,  took  part  in  Alarma- 
duke’s  raid,  but  on  account  of  sickness  Air. 
AVeir  participated  in  only  a few  skirmishes. 
He  returned  home  in  the  latter,  part  of  1863, 
received  an  honorable  discharge  on  account 
of  spinal  affection,  and  as  soon  as  able  re- 
sumed farming  and  stock  raising. 

.Mr.  AA^eir  was  married  at  Chattanooga, 
Tennessee,  in  1851,  to  Miss  Alurtilla  ]N.  AIc- 
Calup,  a daughter  of  Samuel  McCalup,  who 
died  in  Tennessee.  Mrs.  AVeir  died  at  the 
hirth  of  her  third  child,  and  the  two  oldest 
children  died  soon  after  coming  to  Texas. 
The  youngest  child  died  in  1857,  thus  leaving 
Air.  AVeir  without  wife  or  child.  In  April, 
1859,  he  married  Miss  Valinda  E.  Camp, 
who  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1838,  a 
daughter  of  Abisha  Camp,  who  died  in  that 
State.  Alter  tin:  father's  death,  the  mother 
married  a Dr.  Adams,  and  they  came  to 
Texas  in  1819,  locating  in  Travis  counlv. 
Air.  and  Air.  AVeir  have  had  ten  children. 
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viz.:  Sallie  I).,  wife  of  Robert  II.  Darsette,  u 
native  of  Te.xas,  and  a fanner  of  Willianison 
county;  Martha  R.,  wife  of  Jolin  II.  Collier, 
also  a fanner  of  Williamson  county;  Charley 
M.,  engaged  in  cattle  business  in  Cottle 
county,  Te.xas;  Lucy  A.,  at  liomo;  Thomas 
C.,  engaged  in  teaching  school;  Fanny  L., 
wife  of  John  Nowlan,  of  Williamsoi!  county; 
Horace  M.,  at  home;  James  N.,  attending 
school  atTehuacana;  and  Mary  L.and  William 
jS'.,  at  home.  Mr.  AVeir  has  nevei’  used 
tobacco  or  stimulants  of  any  kind,  and  never 
used  an  oath  or  danced,  as  is  true  of  his  chil- 
dren. He  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  socially,  in  a member  of 
the  Masonic  order.  Religiously,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

GMHFFORD  J.  HUBBARD,  a farmer 
\ and  stock  raiser  of  Bastrop  county,  was 
' born  on  the  farm  where  he  still  resides, 
September  17,  1855,  a son  of  Augustus  M. 
and  Martha  E.  (Jones)  Hubbard,  natives  of 
Georgia.  The  parents  came  to  Texas  in  1849, 
locating  on  the  farm  Cliffoi'd  now  owns,  then 
a portion  of  the  E.  AV.  Barton  league,  and 
whif^h  was  but  slightly  improved.  Mr.  Hub- 
bard brought  negroes  with  him,  and  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock  raising.  At  the  open- 
ing of  the  late  war  he  espoused  the  cause  of 
tlie  South,  joining  the  Confedei'ate  army,  was 
in  the  commissary  department,  and  was 
stationed  principally  at  Sabine  Pass.  After 
the  close  of  hostilities  he  returned  home,  and 
was  engaged  in  fanning  and  stock  raising  ; 
until  his  death,  in  1881.  at  thcaoeof  tiftv-si\  ! 
years.  His  wife  sui'vi\cd  until  July  23,  i 
1884,  ''ying  at  the  ;ige  of  fifty-one  years.  I 


They  were  members  of  the  Alissionary  Bap- 
tist Chni-ch.  At  their  death  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hubl)ard  left  a family  of  six  children, — Anna, 
deceased,  was  the  wife  of  A.  M.  Moore; 
Emma,  wife  of  B.  F.  AUoinble,  of  AA^aco;  R. 
O.,  a resident  of  Bastrop  county;  C.  J.,  our 
subject;  Lizzie,  widow  of  E.  T.  Roltinson, 
and  a resident  of  Georgetown,  Texas;  and 
Alartha  deceased. 

Clifford  J-.  Hubbard,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  received  his  education  in  the  sub- 
scription schools  of  his  native  county.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  began  work 
on  the  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven 
years  took  charge  of  his  father’s  old  home- 
stead, which  consists  of  453  acres,  320  acres 
of  which  is  under  a line  state  of  cultivation. 
The  place  contains  a good  residence,  large 
barns,  and  other  farm  conveniences.  Mr. 
Hubbard  makes  a specialty  of  fanning,  de- 
voting his  time  principally  to  the  raising  of 
corn  and  cotton,  receiving  from  sixty  to  sev- 
enty-five bales  of  the  latter  product  each 
year. 

In  1883  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Aggie  J.  Tuttle,  a native  of  Fay- 
ette county,  Texas, and  a daughter  of  George 
AV.  and  Mary  E.  (Karnes)  Tuttle,  the  latter  a 
native  of  Texas.  The  father  came  to  this 
State  I’rom  Hew  A.’^ork  in  1838,  settling  on 
the  Colorado  river  in  Fayette  county,  whei-e 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  many  years. 
He  was  then  employed  in  mercantile  pursuits 
until  the  opening  of  the  late  war,  when  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  and  served  in 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  After  the  close 
of  hostilities  Mr.  Hubhai-d  i-esumed  nier- 
chandisinir.  which  he  cuntinuetl  until  within 

P' 

a few  years  ago.  He  still  resides  in  Fayette 
county.  His  wife  died  in  1877.  Mi-.  and 
Mrs.  Ttittle  had  nine  children  that  lived  to 
years  of  maturity,  viz.;  Helen,  deceased,  was 
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tlie  wife  (»f  Dr.  |).  Clanton;  Noali,  deceased; 
Charles;  (Jeoi-ge,  deceased;  Frank;  Susan, 
deceased,  was  tlie  wife  of  S.  A.  Shmnway,  of 
Waco;  Aggie,  wife  of  onr  subject;  linfns; 
and  Alicia,  wife  of  Captain  George  Willricli, 
of  La  Grange,  Te.\as.  Mrs.  Tuttle  was  a I 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Mr.  and  [ 
Mrs.  Hubbard  have  four  children, — Lizzie 
IL.  Mildred  M.,  Eustis  C.  and  Clai-ence  A. 
Mrs.  llubbai'd  is  a member  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Cliurch. 


I SAAC  II.  SPAIHvS,  a well-known  citizen 
of  Burleson  county,  Te.vas,  is  ranked  with 
the  early  settlers  of  this  State.  He  came 
to  Texas  in  1849,  landing  in  Galveston,  where 
he  had  a brother,  William  N.  Sparks,  who  at 
that  time  was  Sheriff  of  his  county,  and  un- 
der him  the  subject  of  our  sketch  served  as 
deputy  for  over  a year.  After  that  he  rented 
land  in  Milam  county  and  cultivated  one 
crop.  Next  we  find  him  at  Fort  Sullivan, 
where  for  ten  y’ears  he  was  variously  em- 
ployed, his  enterprise  and  energy  at  once 
shoving  him  to  the  front.  He  made  money 
rapidly.  fMr  some  time  he  worked  at  the 
cabinet  making  and  carpenter  trade,  and  for 
four  years  he  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  under 
Jefferson  Hogers.  Then  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  continuing  the  same  until 
the  opening  of  the  late  war.  Coming  to 
Burleson  county  about  the  time  the  war  broke 
out,  he  was  appointed  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners to  attend  to  the  wants  of  soldiers’ 
families,  and  was  thus  occupied  up  to  1863. 
Then  he  engaged  in  the  army  service,  freio-ht- 
ing  cotton,  and  was  making  a trip  at  the  time 
of  the  surrender,  being  then  at  San  Antonio, 
and  from  there  returning  home.  He  had  sold 
his  store  and  pi-operty  at  the  opening  of  the 
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war,  taking  Confederate  money  in  piymeut 
for  the  same,  at  one  time  having  about 
830,000  in  such  money;  this,  of  course,  was 
a total  loss.  About  all  he  had  left  when  the 
war  closed  was  a few  cattle  and  horses;  no, 
not  all,  for  he  still  retained  his  pluck  and  en- 
ergy,  and  with  this  as  capital  he  went  to  work 
to  i-ebuild  his  wasted  fortunes.  Mr.  Sparks 
has  been  a cripple  ever  since  he  was  fiveyears 
old,  at  that  time  having  his  right  foot  injured 
while  playing  teeter  with  another  boy.  His 
physical  disability,  however,  has  not  pre- 
vented him  from  making  a success  in  life. 

F’or  four  or  five  years  Mr.  Sparks  bought 
and  sold  cattle  and  also  traded  in  land,  buy- 
ing and  selling  many  tracts.  About  1870  he 
finally  settled  down  to  farming  and  stock 
raising.  Now  he  owns  a large  farm  on  the 
Brazos  bottoms  and  has  about  500  acres  where 
he  lives.  Llis  homestead  joins  the  old  town 
of  ITarneville,  having  selected  this  jdace  for 
the  purpose  of  having  his*  family  near  good 
schools.  He  has  100  acres  under  cultivation. 
In  1892  he  bought  from  his  son.  Dr.  Sparks, 
the  grocery  store  at  Frameville,  and  has  been 
running  the  business  ever  since  for  himself, 
having  condncted  it  for  his  son  some  time 
previous  to  that  date. 

Mr.  Sparks  was  born  in  Carroll  county, 
Tennessee,  September  27,  1827.  He  w’as 
reared  on  a farm  and  his  education  has  been 
that  gained  chiefly  in  the  school  of  exper- 
ience.- Before  he  reached  his  majority  he 
began  doing  for  himself,  first  being  employed 
by  a slave  trader  and  afterward  by  a dealer  in 
horses  and  mules.  This  was  before  became 
to  Texas,  as  above  stated.  His  parents  were 
Isaac  and  Willie  (Knowling)  Sparks.  His 
father  was  born  in  the  fort  at  Athens, 
Georgia,  where  Al)salom  Sparks,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  living  with  his 
family.  Absalom  Sparks  was  killed  in  one 
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of  tlie  Indian  wars.  The  Sparks  (amily  or- 
i^dnated  in  Ireland.  Isaac  Spai'ks  was  the 
eleventh  born  in  his  fatlier’s  1‘aniily.  llis 
death  obcnrred  at  tlie  old  homestead  in  Tenn- 
essee. lie  was  one  of  the  tirst  settlers  of  the 
neiohborliood  in  which  he  lived  and  died. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in 
18G0  to  Miss  Porter.  Their  children,  five  in 
number,  are  as  follows:  Peatrice,  wife  of 
Sidney  Dunn,  died  in  1889;  Jesse  P.,  a prac- 
ticing physician  of  Burleson  county;  and 
James  V.,  Benjamin  I.  and  ’Willie,  at  home. 

Mr.  Sparks  is  an  ardent  Democrat  and  has 
always  taken  an  active  part  in  political  mat- 
ters, but  has  never  sought  official  position. 
He  has  been  Election  Judo;e  ever  since  the  j 
reconstruction.  Fraternally,  he  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason.  Mrs.  Sparks  is  a member  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 

CAPTAIN  S.  K.  BROWN,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  County  Poor  Farm  of 
Williamson  county,  was  born  in  Lin- 
coln county,  Maine,  October  2,  1835,  a son 
of  Emerson  and  Rebecca  (Morton)  Brown, 
natives  also  of  that  State.  The  father  fol- 
lowed piloting  during  the  most  of  his  life, 
on  both  the  coast  and  sea.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  1869,  and  his  wife  now  resides  in 
Philadelphia,  aged  eighty- two  years.  They 
reared  the  following  children : Rebecca,  S. 

K.,  Lucretia,  Reuben,  Sarah,  Emerson,  Eliz- 
abeth and  Warren. 

Captain  S.  K.  Brown,  the  only  one  of  the 
family  to  come  to  Texas,  received  a limited 
education,  having  engaged  as  a sailor  wdien 
young.  His  voyages  were  to  the  ATest  Indies, 
British  Honduras  and  all  intermediate  ports. 
In  1854  he  came  to  Indianola,  Texas,  where 
he  served  as  a pilot  on  the  Indianola  br.r  a 


number  of  year.',  and  afterwai'd  followed 
sU^am boating  on  Trinity  and  Buffalo  rivers. 
In  1862  Ml-.  Pi-own  enlisted  for  service  in 
tlie  Confederate  army,  but  was  soon  trans- 
ferred to  tbe  Navy  department,  and  was  in 
command  of  a gunboat  until  the  close  of  the 
struggle.  He  was  then  at  Matagorda,  and, 
on  hearing  the  news  of  the  surrender,  the 
entire  crew  left  the  boat,  the  John  F.  Carr, 
to  the  Yankees.  He  remained  in  Matagora 
bay  hve  years,  and  then  had  charge  of  the 
]\forgan  Company’s  steamers  as  pilot  on  Pass 
Carallo  bar  until  1876,  when  he  came  to 
AVilliamson  county.  Mr.  Brown  then  pur- 
chased a farm,  following  agricultural  pursuits 

1 years,  when,  in  1884,  he  came  to 

Georgetown.  January  1,  1892,  he  was  em- 
ployed by  the  County  Commissioners  to  take 
charge  of  the  Poor  Farm,  which  consists  of 
200  acres,  100  acres  under  cultivation,  and 
the  remainder  in  pasture.  The  farm  has 
never  paid  expenses  until  this  year. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  at  Port  Lavaca, 
Texas,  in  1866,  to  Miss  Mary  Threlkeld, 
who  was  born  in  Lavaca  county,  Texas, 
October  7,  1843,  a daughter  of  T.  R.  and 
Janet  (Thompson)  Threlkeld,  the  former  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  parents,  who  were  reared  and 
married  in  Indiana,  came  to  Texas  in  1839, 
locating  in  Jackson  county,  but  afterward 
moved  to  Calhoun  county.  The  father  fol- 
lowed merchandisino-  in  Indiana,  but  after 
locating  in  this  State  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  for  a time,  and  then  resumed 
mercantile  pursuits.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Threl- 
keld had  seven  children,  viz.:  Angeline,  wife 
of  D.  B.  Keiper,  of  Dallas,  Te.xas;  Irwin, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fraidvlin, 
Tennessee;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Brown;  Otto  L. 

I who  died  at  Eagle  Pass,  in  1887,  while  serv- 
ing  as  Collector  of  Customs  under  Cleveland; 
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Annie,  wife  of  T.  F.  Ch'ane,  a contractor  of 
San  Antonio;  William  T.,  casliicr  and  man- 
aoor  of  the  Thompson  estate  and  mill  at 
Edinburg,  Indiana,  and  Tiavis  li.,  also  of 
Edinburg,  Indiana.  Mr.  Tlirelheld  died  in 
1859,  and  his  wife  died  in  Dallas,  in  1876, 
while  on  her  way  home  from  a visit  in  In- 
diana. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Erown  have  had  four 
children,  viz.:  Irwin,  born  February  2, 

1867,  is  a travelling  salesman;  Helen  O., 
horn  October  7,  1870,  is  at  home;  Morton 
E.,  horn  November  1.,  1880;  and  otic  de- 
ceased in  infancy.  Socially,  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Wood- 
men of  the  World,  and  religiously,  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a staunch  Democrat. 


EORGE  W.  WOOD,  a farmer,  stock- 
I jf  raiser  and  ginner  of  Bastrop  county, 
was  born  in  Travis  county,  Texas,  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1855,  a son  of  James'  and 
Martha  (Glover)  Wood,  natives  of  Alabama. 
The  parents  w’ere  married  in  this  State  in 
1849,  and  located  in  Travis  county,  where  the 
father  still  resides.  During  the  late  war  he 
was  detailed  by  the  Government  as  freighter 
and  beef-driver.  Since  locating  in  Travis 
county  he  has  occupied  two  different  farms, 
and  still  owiis  a fine  place  near  Webberville. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  AV^ood  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  viz.:  George  W.,  our  subject; 

James,  a farmer  of  Travis  county;  AVilliam, 
also  of  that  county;  Molly  E.,  wife  or  J.  S. 
Koe;  Henry,  a farmer  of  Traviscounty ; Lee, 
a farmer  of  Bastrop  county;  Alattie,  wife  of 
Edd  Burleson,  of  Traviscounty;  and  AWdter, 
at  home. 


Georgt'  AV.  ATood,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  remained  at  home  until  twenty-li\a^ 
years  of  acre,  and  was  e'nraaed  in  fanning  at 
the  old  homestead  until  1887.  In  that 
year  he  bought  his  present  farm  of  600  acres 
in  the  Colorado  river  valley,  250  acres  of 
which  is  cultivated.  Mr.  AVood  is  engageii 
in  general  farming  and  stock-iaiising.  He  is 
also  half  owner  in  two  steam-power  gins, 
which  are  furnished  with  all  modern  improve- 
ments. 

In  1877  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Alolly  P.  Stew'ai-t,  who  was  boni  in 
Missouri  in  1862.  Her  father  who  held  the 
raidc  of  Colonel,  was  killed  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army.  His  widow  afterward  married  a 
Mr.  Martin,  and  with  her  family,  came  to 
Texas  in  1871.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  had 
five  children:  T.  W.,  deceased;  A^.  A.,  a 
farmer  of  Bastrop  county;  Robert,  deceased; 
Bettie,  wife  of  AV.  P.  Burns,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Elgin,  Bastrop  county;  and  Molly, 
wife  of  onr  subject.  By  her  second  marriage 
Mrs.  Stewart  had  one  child,  Fannie,  wdfe  of 
Arthur  Fanville.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AVood  have 
had  six  children:  Bulah  E.,  Ernest  M.,  Jessie 
P.,  Floyd  E.,  A^era  M.  and  Cecil.  Our  sub- 
ject takes  an  active  interest  in  everything  for 
the  advancement  of  his  community,  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 


I'JLLIAM  G.  MILLER,  a farmer  of 


Bastrop  county,  was  born  in  Ten- 
^ nessee,  July  30,  1843,  a son  of  AVill- 
iam  G.  and  Elizabeth  C.  (^Sandei’s)  Miller,  the 
former  a native  of  Alabama  and  the  lattei'  of 
Tennessee.  The  father  was  a son  of  Thomas 
Millei',  a native  of  Kentucky.  The  latter’s 
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I'iiIIk'I-  came  from  Ireland  to  Kentucky  in  an 
early  day.  The  grandmother  of  onr  Buhject 
was  a Miss  Woods.  AVilliani  G.  Miller 
moved  from  Alabama  to  Florida,  and  after- 
ward brought  his  family  and  slaves  to  Te.xas. 
lie  was  a member  of  the  Legislature  of  both 
Alabama  and  Te.xas,  and  was  a member  of  the 
convention  that  carried  this  State  into  seces- 
sion. Mr.  j\Iiller  was  engaged  as  a surveyor 
in  this  county  many  years,  was  a leader  in  his 
community,  a public-spirited  and  enterpris- 
incr  citizen,  and  was  a useful  man  in  his 
county.  In  18G2  he  enlisted  in  the  Confed- 
erate army,  served  in  southeastern  Texas  and 
in  the  frontier  department,  and  declined  the 
commission  of  Captain,  preferring  to  serve 
as  a private.  His  death  occurred  October 
13,  1888,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years  and 
nine  months.  He  was  a consistent  member 
of  the  Baptist  Church  through  life.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller  had  two  children:  IToods  S.,  a 
farmer  of  Mills  county,  and  William  G.,  our 
subject.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in  Ten- 
nessee, in  1841,  and  the  father  was  again 
married.  By  the  last  union  he  also  had  two 
children:  Garland  B.,  a merchant  of  this  lo- 
cality, and  Mary  M.,  at  home. 

William  G.  Miller,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  came  with  his  parents  to  Texas  in 
1853,  at  the  age  of  live  years,  locating  in 
Bastrop  county.  Near  the  close  of  the  war, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  entered  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  was  consigned  to  frontier 
service.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Palo 
Alto,  alter  which  he  resumed  farming  on  his 
father’s  place.  After  the  latter’s  death  he 
conducted  the  farm  for  the  family,  but  since 
1891  he  has  resided  on  and  assisted  in  the 
management  of  the  Moore  homestead,  which 
consists  of  220  acres  in  cultivation.  In  1891, 
in  company  with  Mi'.  Goodman,  Mr.  Miller 
embarked  in  general  mei'chandising,  which 


he  continued  three  years,  and  since  that  time 
has  given  his  attention  entirely  to  farming 
interests.  He  owns  120  acres  of  his  father’s 
estate,  which  consists  of  fine  valley  land. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  in  Sejitember, 
1889,  to  Miss  Jennie  C.  Moore,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  house  where  she  still  lives,  a 
daiio-liter  of  Levi  Moore.  The  father  came 
to  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  in  1851,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  i\fr.  Miller 
is  independent  in  his  jiolitical  views,  and 
never  aspires  to  public  office. 

f ENDERSON  UPCHURCH,  deceased, 
was  born  in  Chatham  county.  North 
i Carolina,  December  5,  1812,  a son  of 
of  Ilufusand  Mary  (Barbee)  Upchurch. 
Henderson  spent  his  boyhood  days  under  the 
parental  roof,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
went  to  Georgia,  where  he  remained  several 
years.  He  was  then  resident  of  Jackson, 
Mississippi,  until  the  spring  of  1839,  was 
then  engaged  in  farming  in  Bastrop  county, 
Texas,  until  1854,  and  in  the  spring  of  that 
year  located  on  his  present  farm  in  William- 
son county.  Mr.  Upchurch  first  purchased 
500  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  subsequently 
cultivated,  and  the  original  purchase  is  still 
owned  by  his  family.  Daring  the  Mexican 
war  he  served  as  a member  of  Smith’s  bat- 
talion, was  in  service  about  fourteen  months, 
and  afterward  drew  a pension.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  home  guards  during  the  late 
war.  Mr.  Upchurch  was  a Democrat  in  po- 
litical matters,  and  socially,  a member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  The  following  is  taken 
from  the  Georgetown  Sun; 

“Mr.  Upchurch  died  of  paralysis,  October 
17,  1892,  at  his  home  on  the  South  Gabriel. 
He  was  an  honest,  upright  citizen,  a good 
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neiglil)or,  and  a kind  husband  and  fatlier. 
He  was  the  oidy  survivor,  except  Rev.  A.  J. 
Adkinson,  of  Austin,  of  the  party  whicdi 
lielped  to  l)ury  the  Webster  family,  killed  by 
the  Indians  on  Brushy  creek,  in  an  early  day. 
He  was  resigned  to  the  Master’s  will  and 
willing  to  go.” 

December  27,  1849,  in  Bastrop  county, 
Texas,  Mr.  Upchurch  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  E.  Payton,  who  was  born  in  Jack- 
son  county,  Alabatna,  May  2,  1828,  a daugh- 
ter of  Wesley  and  Phoebe  (Hancock)  Payton. 
The  father  died  in  Alabama,  and  in  1848,  the 
remainder  of  the  family  came  to  Texas.  The 
mother  died  in  Bastrop  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Upchurch  had  eight  children,  namely;  Mar- 
tha, wife  of  Albert  Waggoner,  of  Travis 
county,  this  State;  John,  of  Williamson 
county;  Mary,  wife  of  William  Highland, 
also  of  this  county;  W.  G.,  a resident  of 
Williamson  county;  Phoebe,  deceased,  M^as 
the  wife  of  A.  W.  Hall;  Eliza,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  years;  Sarah,  at  home;  and 
Cora,  wife  of  J.  D.  McGill,  of  Williamson 
county. 

John  Upchurch,  the  eldest  son,  was  born 
on  the  home  place  in  this  county;  December 
23,  1886,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Lizzie  Wiley,  and  they  have  four  children: 
Ruby,  Bertha,  Zora  and  Ola.  Mr.  Upchurch 
lives  with  his  mother,  and  is  her  support  in 
her  declining  years. 


D\^R.  H.  T.  day,  a physician  and  surgeon 
I of  Liberty  Hill,  is  a Georgian  by 

' birth,  and  has  been  a resident  of  Texas 

since  1877.  He  is  a son  of  Samuel  and 
Charity  (Riggs)  Day.  The  father  was  born 
in  Tennessee,  but  raised  in  Alabama,  and  af- 
ter marriage  located  on  a farm  in  Randolj)h 


county,  Geoi'gia.  He  was  a farmer  by  oceu- 
])ation,  a Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and 
a Missionary  Baptist  in  faith,  in  which  de- 
nomination he  always  took  an  active  part. 
Mr.  Day  died  in  Randolph  county,  Georgia, 
in  1860,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in 
1868.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren viz.;  Robert  M.,  a farmer  of  Limestone 
county,  Texas ; John  W.  was  Captain  of  a 
Georgia  company  during  the  late  war,  was 
captni’ed  and  died  of  pneumonia  while  a pris- 
oner at  Johnson’s  island;  Allen  R.,  engaged 
in  the  milling  business  in  San  Jacinto  county, 
Texas;  Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  Godfrey  Ellisor, 
also  of  that  county;  Susan  E.,  deceased; 
Martha  J.,  now  Mrs.  James  M.  Bell,  of 
Limestone  county;  Eliza  F.,  wife  of  John  T. 
Powell,  of  San  Jacinto  county;  and  Henry 
T.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Dr.  H.  T.  Day  was  born  in  Randolph 
county,  Georgia,  January  25,  1846.  His 
education  was  interrupted  by  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war,  and  in  1863  he  gave 
himself  to  the  cause  of  home  and  native  land, 
enlisting  as  a private  in  Company  D,  Twenty- 
second  Georgia  Artillery,  and  served  until 
the  surrender,  principally  at  Savannah,  also 
in  the  last  Carolina  campaign.  For  four 
years  after  the  close  of  the  struggle  Mr.  Day 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1869 
he  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  Calhoun 
county,  under  Dr.  Monroe;  attended  lec- 
tures at  the  SavannaJi  Medical  College  during 
the  years  of  1871-2,  the  vacation  intervals 
having  been  passed  in  the  hospitals  of  Savan- 
nah, and  graduated  in  the  spring  of  the  lat- 
ter year.  The  Doctor  practiced  for  a time  in 
Eaidy  county,  Georgia,  next  in  Blnffton, 
Clay  county,  that  State,  and  for  live  yeai’S 
after  coming  to  Texas  followed  his  profession 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tarkington’s  prairie.  Lib- 
erty county.  He  then  came  to  Liberty  Hill, 
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wliere  he  has  establislicd  for  himself  an  envi- 
able rei)iitation,  and  has  a laiare  and  iri-owin" 
practice.  He  also  owns  a fine  stock  of  drugs, 
in  interested  in  a public  gin,  and  has  300 
acres  of  good  farming  land,  100  acres  culti- 
vated, and  located  six  miles  from  this  city. 
Dr.  Day  favors  the  principles  of  Democracy 
in  ]iolitics,  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church. 

In  April,  1879,  in  Liberty  county,  Texas, 
the  Doctor  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mai-y  L.  Cole.  They  have  five  children: 
Travis  E.,  Annie  C.,  Douglas,  David  Stafford 
and  Goldie. 

P.  BURNS. — With  an  ambition  to  suc- 
ceed backed  by  an  energy  not  subject  to 
paralysis  by  any  unfortunate  turn  of 
circumstances,  is  in  a nutshell  the  make-up  of 
J.  P.  Burns  of  Rice’s  Crossing,  Williamson 
county,  Texas,  a popular  and  prosperous 
stockman  and  farmer. 

Mr.  Burns  was  born  in  this  county,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1859.  His  father,  B.  E.  Burns, 
came  to  Texas  from  Cooper  county,  Missouri, 
in  1850,  and  made  his  first  permanent  stop 
in  Williamson  county.  He  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, an  occupation  in  which  he  w’as  schooled 
from  childhood.  He  was  a loyal  Southern 
soldier,  and  died  of  measles  at  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  in  18G3.  He  had  become  conval- 
escent and  started  home,  when  he  suffered  a 
relapse  with  the  above  result.  Mr.  Burns 
was  born  in  Missouri  in  1818.  He  married 
the  widow  of  Mr.  Kirkendall,  and  daughter 
of  Mr.  Reveler  and  nee  Sallie  McCart.  ]\Ir. 
and  Mi'.s.  Reveler  had  a family  as  follows: 
William,  who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in 
Young  county,  Texas;  James;  John;  Frances; 


Lewis;  Greenup;  Lucinda,  who  married  Judge 
Terrell;  Mary,  who  mai-ried  a Mr.  Houston, 
of  Grayson  count}’,  Texas;  Martha,  the  wife 
of  Colonel  Bai-ry,  of  Bosque  county,  Texas. 
By  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Burns  is  the 
mother  of  Wyatt  K irkendall ; William  Green- 
up; Sarah,  who  manned  a*Mr.  Lemons;  and 
Louisa,  deceased.  By  her  second  marriage 
she  had  Maggie,  deceased;  Mattie,  who  mar- 
ried James  Planton;  John  P. ; and  Baxter 
Ewing.  Mrs.  Burns  is  still  living  and  in 
good  health. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  only  fairly 
armed  with  an  education  when  young.  He 
spent  much  of  his  time  caring  for  his  moth- 
er’s stock,  and  when  he  could  be  spared  from 
home  was  employed  for  wages,  getting  $15 
per  month.  In  1878  he  settled  down,  and 
with  his  earnings  invested  in  a drove  of  cat- 
tle, which  he  ranged  in  Williamson  county. 
In  1880  lie  sold  the  drove  audits  increase  for 
$3,000.  At  once  he  reinvested  $2,500.  He 
held  his  second  purchase  until  1885,  when  he 
sold  at  Caldwell,  Kansas,  for  $8,000.  Pie 
ranged  them  in  the  territory,  as  he  also  did  a 
bunch  of  horses  on  which  he  failed  by  $1,000 
to  realize  his  outlay.  With  the  proceeds  of 
his  last  sale  of  cattle  Mr.  Burns  bought  his 
fine  640  acre  farm.  Brushy  creek  passes 
through  the  tract  north  of  its  center  and 
forms  a large  bend  near  the  east  line.  At  the 
bend  the  north  bank  of  the  creek  is  probably 
twenty  feet  high,  making  a fine  natural  break, 
which  together  with  the  heavy  timber  cover- 
ing the  hundreds  of  acres  south  of  the  stream, 
forms  an  admirable  shelter  for  the  200  head 
of  beeves  which  ]\fr.  Burns  is  now  feeding. 
The  soil  of  the  entire  tract  is  waxy  and 
possesses  all  the  good  cpialities  ever  attributed 
to  that  soil;  380  acres  are  under  plow,  and,  in 
1892,  170  bales  of  cotton  were  ii'''cwn  on  the 
farm.  In  1886  Mr.  Burns  lost  by  storm  sev- 
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eral  of  his  tenant  lionses,  causing  him  to 
make  considerahle  outlay  for  tlieir  repairs, 
lie  is  very  fond  of  good  horses  and  keeps  a 
surplus  of  them  of  his  own  raising.  Some  of 
these  horses  are  bringing  quite  handsome 
prices. 

October  17,  1877,  at  not  quite  nineteen 
years  of  age,  Mr.  Burns  married  Malinda, 
daughter  of  Calvin  Barker,  brotlier  of  Eli 
Barker.  Calvin  Barker  married  Nancy  Keed, 
they  being  among  the  early  settlers  of  Burle- 
son county.  Besides  Mrs.  Bujns  the  Barker 
children  are:  Jane,  who  married  Bichard  Low- 
den;  Lemon  and  Nathan  all  living.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Burns  are  the  parents  of  the  following 
named  children:  Charles,  aged  thirteen,  is  at- 
tending school  in  Austin,  Texas;  Elmer,  who 
died  in  1882,  aged  eighteen  months;  Ephe- 
gine,  born  in  1883,  died  in  1885;  Herbert 
and  John. 

\\  A\  A.  BONKEY,  a farmer  of  Lee 
\iru/  county,  is  tlie  son  of  James  and 
^ ^ Mary  W.  (Agey)  Ponkey,  of  Ger- 
man descent.  The  Ponkey  family  located  in 
Lynchburg,  county  seat  of  Campbell  county, 
Virginia,  in  Colonial  times.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  and  raised  at  that  place, 
was  married  there  during  the  latter  part  of 
1820,  and  afterward,  with  a family  of  six 
children,  mov^ed  to  Ohio,  where  he  lived  fif- 
teen years  in  Gallia  county.  In  about  1850 
he  came  to  what  was  then  Burleson  county, 
Texas,  now  Lee  county,  locating  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  where  our  subject  now  resides, 
where  he  passed  tlie  remainder  of  his  days. 
Mr.  Ponkey  was  a physician  by  profession, 
and  practiced  medicine  in  Virginia  and  Ohio 
for  thirty  years,  but  did  not  resnitie  thatcall- 
inu  in  this  State,  lie  was  an  active  worker 


in  political  matters,  voted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  often  made  speeches  during 
campaigns,  and  at  one  time  was  a candidate 
for  the  Legislature  in  Ohio,  but  w'as  defeated. 
He  was  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Churcb. 
Mr.  aiid  Mrs.  Poidcey  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: James  A.,  who  resides  near  the  Po- 

tomac river,  in  Virginia;  Susan  and  Mary, 
deceased;  W.  A.,  oui- subject ; Francis,  whose 
residence  is  unknown;  Peter,  who  died  while 
serving  as  a Confederate  soldier;  Jolm  E., 
of  Lee  county;  Amanda,  wife  of  a Mr.  Locke, 
of  California;  and  Flavia,  also  of  that  State. 
Mrs.  Ponkey  died  in  Ohio,  in  18 — , and  the 
father  was  afterward  married  in  that  State  to 
Miss  Maria  Rogers,  who  departed  this  life  a 
short  time  after  her  husband's  death. 

W.  A.  Ponkey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Campbell  county,  Virginia,  Oc- 
tober 5,  1834.  After  reaching  manhood  the 
family  came  to  Texas,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  until  the  opening  of  the 
late  war.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Texas  Regimesit,  Company  II,  and  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  He  was  wounded  in 
the  left  foot  in  that  engagement,  from  the 
effects  of  wdiich  he  was  almost  an  invalid  for 
several  years  after  the  close  of  the  struggle. 
Mr.  Ponkey  now  owns  179  acres  of  land  in 
the  Dime  Box  neighborhood. 

He  was  married  in  Lee  county,  in  1864,  to 
Isabella  Ann  Cunningham,  and  they  have 
had  six  children:  James,  Robert,  Susan, 
Olivia,  Frank  and  Augusta.  Politically,  Mr. 
Ponkey  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  pfo'ty, 
and  religiously,  is  a Deacon  in  the  Presby- 
tei-ian  ‘Church. 

John  E.  Ponkey,  a brother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Rutland,  (dhio,  xVugust  20,  1846. 
He  was  reared  in  Lee  county,  Texas,  where 
he  now  owns  one  farm  of  seventy  acres  and 
another  of  150  acres  in  Dime  Box  neighbor- 
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lioo<l.  Jle  affiliates  witli  the  Deiiioei’atic 
party,  and  is  a ineml)er  of  the  Jh-eshy teriai) 
Church.  Mr.  Poiikey  has  never  manned. 


W\  DAVIDSON,  one  of  the  mosteuter- 
' prising  and  successful  men  of  Will- 
^ --  iamson  county,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin county,  Tennessee,  August  20,  1822,  a 
son  of  Louis  and  Mary  M.  (Mullins)  David- 
son, the  former  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  The  Davidson 
family  trace  their  ancestors  to  General 
Davidson,  of  Revmlntionary  fame,  and  of 
Irish  descent.  Tlie  maternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  Matthew  Mullins,  also  a Revo- 
lutionary soldier,  was  a farmer  by  occupation 
and  his  death  occurred  in  Virginia.  The 

O 

Mullins  are  related  to  the  Yancey  family,  of 
national  reputation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Louis 
Davidson  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
viz.:  Asberry,  a Methodist  minister,  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Church  Convention  at  the 
opening  of  the  late  war,  and  was  stationed  at 
Mempliis,  Vicksburg,  Jackson  and  Nevv  Or- 
leans; John  served  in  the  Indian  war,  and 
died  while  in  service,  in  Florida;  Manson, 
who  was  also  a minister  of  great  power,  but 
on  account  of  failing  health  was  obliged  to 
abandon  the  ministry,  and  he  died  in  Tennes- 
see about  1885;  James  who  held  the  office  of 
Sheriff  many  years,  died  while  serving  as 
Regimental  Commissary  during  the  late  war; 
Susan,  wife  of  tlobert  Lassiter,  who  repre- 
sented Coffee  county,  Tennessee,  in  the  Leg- 
islature; Fatsey,  wife  of  D.  D.  Smith;  W., 
our  subject;  Nancy,  wife  of  G.  Ilamiltou; 
Betsey  married  W.  Janes,  and  after  his  death 
she  came  to  Texas,  in  1889,  where  she  died 
December  22,  1892;  and  Lucy  manned  De- 
Green  Laster,  who  came  to  Fannin  county. 


Texas,  at  an  early  day,  was  a leading  physi- 
cian of  that  day,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
1848. 

AV.  Davidson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  in  the  same  house  as  Isham  G. 
Harris,  who  served  as  Govenior  of  Tennes- 
see. lie  remained  at  home  until  reachino- 
years  of  maturity,  when  he  erected  and  con- 
ducted a mill  in  Coffee  county  about  eight 
years.  While  a resident  of  Tennessee  he 
served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  and  Constable,  and 
followed  millino;  and  tradiim  until  1871, 
when  he  came  to  Williamson  county,  Texas. 
He  immediately  purchased  a farm,  but  twelve 
years  later  sold  that  place  and  bought  land  in 
this  locality,  consisting  of  400  acres.  Mr. 
David.son  shortly  afterward  traded  that  tract 
for  his  present  farm  of  700  acres,  located  in 
Gabriel  valley,  near  Jonah,  and  this  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  farms  in  the  county. 
He  has  500  acres  of  his  place  under  a good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  his  home  is  beauti- 
fully situated  near  the  banks  of  the  San 
Gabriel  river.  Mr.  Davidson  also  has  a fine 
grist  mill,  gin  and  fifty-five  acres  of  land  at 
Jonah.  The  mill  is  a four- story  frame  build- 
ing. When  our  subject  came  to  this  locality 
only  about  2,500  bales  of  cotton  were  made 
annually  in  a radius  of  six  miles,  and  about 
10,000  bales  are  now  annually  ginned.  His 
gin  alone  turns  out  about  2,500  bales  yearly. 
The  first  court  in  this  county  was  held  under 
a tree  where  Jonah  now  stands,  and  the  geo- 
graphical center  of  Williamson  county  is 
within  one  mile  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Davidson  was  united  in  marriaore,  in 
1848,  to  Miss  Martha  L.  Brandon,  a daugh- 
ter of  Lem  Brandon,  a Methodist  minister  of 
Tennessee.  To  this  union  were  born  two 
childi-en:  Elizabeth,  who  was  twice  married, 
first  to  R.  AVildman,  and  afterward  to  Thomas 
Bruce,  a prominent  farmer  of  this  county. 
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Hiui  Martha,  deceased  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
years.  The  wife  and  inotlier  died  in  1(S47, 
havimr  l)cen  a consistent  nieinlier  of  tlie 
Methodist  Chni'ch.  In  1854  Mr.  Davidson 
married  Miss  Catherine  McConih,  a native  ot 
Alabama,  and  a dangliter  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  (Jones)  McComb.  Tlie  father  was  a 
prominent  farmer,  was  a tine  public  speaker, 
and  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs, 
bnt  never  aspired  to  public  office.  Mr.  and 
]Mrs.  Davidson  have  had  five  children:  As- 
berry  Ik,  District  Attorney  of  De^Vitt  county, 
Te.xas;  James  L.  S.  and  Sally  E.,  at  home; 
Mary,  deceased  in  1890,  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Nowlan;  and  Andy  M.,  wifeof kValter  Farley, 
a farmer  otAVilliamson  county.  Oiir  subject 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Democratic 
party,  is  a member  of  the  Masonic  Fi-atern- 
ity,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Churcli. 


T.  jMOKRIS,  a livery  man  of  Bastrop, 
was  born  in  Platte  connty,  Missouri, 
June  IG,  1859,  a son  of  Jesse  P.  and 
Sarah  M.  (Pumphrey)  Morris,  natives 
of  Illinois  and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The 
parents  were  married  in  Missouri.  The  father, 
a farmer  by  occupation,  served  in  the  war 
witli  Mexico,  came  to  Te.xas  in  1877,  locating 
in  Bastrop  county,  and  was  disabled  from  ac- 
tive duty  in  the  late  war  on  account  of  sick- 
ness, caused  from  exposure  in  the  war  with 
Mexico.  He  died  in  1885,  in  his  sixty-sec- 
ond year,  and  his  wife  departed  this  life  in 
1879.  Four  of  their  children  lived  to  years 
of  maturity:  A.T.,our  subject;  Mollie,  wife 
of  A.  S.  Dyer,  of  Mountain  Home,  Idaho; 
D.  M.,  of  this  county;  and  Bucy  A.,  also  of 
Idaho. 

A.  T.  Morris  attended  the  Commercial  C'ol- 


lege  of  St.  Joseph,  Missouri,  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
then  farmed  on  rented  land  one  year,  when 
he  purchased  3G0  acres  of  land  in  Hill  coun- 
ty, Texas,  with  120  acres  cultivated,  and 
while  there  followed  farmin<r,  millino  and 
ginning.  He  next  sold  his  farm  and  em- 
barked in  the  livery  business  in  Bastrop,  one 
year  later  traded  his  stable  for  970  acres  of 
wild  land  in  San  Saba  and  Brown  counties, 
and  engaged  in  the  livery  and  stage  line  busi- 
ness in  McDade,  Bastrop  county,  but  that 
venture  proved  unsuccessful.  Mr.  Morris 
next  traded  his  wild  land  for  a cotton  gin  on 
Elm  creek,  sold  the  same  in  1883,  and  from 
1884  to  1890  was  encracred  in  freio-htinor. 
He  was  then  elected  Constable  of  Bastrop 
township,  later  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff,  till- 
ing that  office  three  years.  Since  1893  he 
has  conducted  his  liver}’,  feed  and  sale  stable, 
and  also  has  a large  blacksmith  shop  in  Bas- 
trop. 

In  188G  Mr.  Morris  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  E.  Hutchinson,  adaugh- 
ter  of  Edward  Hutchinson,  a native  of  En- 
gland. The  latter’s  mother,  Jean  Hutchinson, 
had  three  children:  Edward  Packenham, 

father  of  Mrs.  Morris;  Flenry,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  died  in  Australia;  William 
went  on  a visit  to  his  mother  in  England,  and 
while  returning  to  America  died  at  sea;  and 
Mabel,  who  died  unmarried.  Edward  H utch- 
inson,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Morris,  came 
to  America  in  a very  early  day,  locating  in 
Bastrop,  Texas,  where  he  become  a prominent 
teacher.  He  served  for  a time  in  the  war  of 
18G4-’G5.  His  wife,  nee  Susan  Hiirhsmith, 
is  a sister  of  Captain  Andrew  W.  Highsmith, 
of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson  were 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Mary,  nosv  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  The  father  was  a I’elative  of 
(ieneral  Packenham, for  whom  ho  was  named. 
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Jlis  death  occurred  in  18G5,  and  the  mother 
now  resides  with  lier  daughter.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Morris  liave  three  sons:  Edwin  T.,  l)orn 
Eebruary  12,  1887;  Earl  L.,  in  1880;  and 
Jessie  IL,  in  1892.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mor- 
ris are  members  ol‘  the  Baptist  Cliurch.  The 
former  also  affiliates  witli  the  A.  E.  A;  A.  M., 
Bastrop  Lodge,  No.  244,  and  was  the  young- 
est member  of  his  lodge  for  two  years. 


W 


llLLIAM  OLIVER  SPENCER,  a 
successful  fanner  of  Williamson 
county,  is  a son  of  William  and 
Rachel  (Brooks)  Spencer.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Moses  Spencer,  was  born  and 
raised  in  New  York,  and  after  marriacre  lo- 
cated  on  a farm  near  Albany.  His  land  was 
taken  from  him,  however,  by  Van  Rensselaer, 
who  obtained  a grant  from  the  British  Gov- 

O 


eminent,  and  he  lost  his  entire  ]iosses.'ions. 
With  a family  consisting  of  a wife  and  one 
child,  the  father  of  our  subject,  he  then  emi- 
grated to  Pendleton  District,  South  Carolina, 
where  he  remained  until  after  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  he  served  as  a private 
soldier  during  the  entire  struggle.  Late  in 
the  last  century  the  family  located  in  Barren 
county,  Kentucky,  where  William  Spencer 
grew  to  manhood,  having  been  born  in  1771. 
He  was  married  there  to  Lorania  Snow,  and 
they  had  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  The  wife  also  died.  The  father 
then  moved  to  Illinois,  locating  near  the  In- 
diana  line,  where  he  married  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  a lady  of  Irish  birth.  The  fami- 
ly continued  to  reside  in  Illinois  until  1854,  j 
when  the  mother  died,  and  the  children  hav- 
ing married  and  left  home,  the  father  went  to 
live  with  a daughter  in  Iowa.  lie  died  there  ' 
in  1857.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer  were  the  | 


j>arents  of  seven  children:  Betsy,  deceased; 
William  O.,  our  subject;  Jane  A.,  John  M., 
James  B.  and  Rachel,  deceased;  and  Thomas 
C.,  a resident  of  Livingston  county,  Illinois. 
Mr.  Spencer  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  a 
Whig  in  politics,  a Baptist  in  religious  faith, 
and  was  a prominent  man  in  his  community. 
He  served  many  years  as  a Justice  of  the 
Peace.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  lived  on 
the  AVabash-ri ver,  and  by  personal  request  of 
General  Harrison,  then  Governor  of  Indiana, 
remained  at  home  ami  took  charge  of  the 
mills  of  that  section. 

AVilliam  Oliver  Spencer,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  boni  in  the  then  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois, in  what  is  now  Lawrence  county,  Sep- 
tember 2,  181U.  In  1824  he  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Fulton  county,  west  of  Illinois 
river,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  was 
there  married.  From  1838  to  1851  the  fami- 
ly resided  in  AYashington  county,  near  Fay- 
ette, Arkansas.  In  1847  they  came  on  a 
prospecting  tour  to  Texas,  remaining  in  Bas- 
trop about  one  year,  and  in  1849  returned  to 
Arkansas.  In  1851  they  sold  their  posses- 
sions in  that  State,  and  again  came  to  Texas, 
remaining  in  Bastrop  until  after  the  wife’s 
death.  Mr.  Spencer  then  purchased  553  acres 
of  land  at  his  present  location,  three  miles 
above  the  present  site  of  Liberty  Hill,  and 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  this  part  of 
the  county.  For  several  years  after  locating 
here.  Liberty  Hill  was  without  a post  office. 
One  day  General  Rusk,  a prominent  figure  in 
early  Texas  history,  camped  a short  distance 
from  Spencer’s  home,  with  a body  of  rangers. 
He  was  invited  to  supper  at  the  latter’s 
house,  and  aftei’  the  meal  jMix  Spencer  stated 
his  desire  to  have  a post  ofiice  located  in  this 
pai't  of  the  countA . As  Genci'al  Rusk  was  a 
member  of  Congress  and  Chairman  of  the 
Po.st  Ofiice  Committee,  iie  sat  down  and  be- 


-t 


y ! '« 


' V } ! 


'V»  f 


♦•|I|.||||  {hUL  11^  |r*-tn  tt'I'K*  *1  n 

'Jr*l  i(l.«  WiMl 

' • i M»(0-  *('«||1,( 


,.  T 1,s-=T 

r *U 


(•*-1  til 

■I  .*«  n M t 

'•  lt<tN  .>  i 

..I  . .iW! 

•.  ► 

- ■ •,'> 


IM  ^ II 

<»iji 

u«!r  VMirta^ 

• I 'o  , 


■ S>  t'<MI  tfll  ■ 


» 

i r 


,7, 

I 


I < •« 


1*  <«M  * ..t  ,ilfir»vv  v"  i5 

•'V,  /•4^hhU}  (o(bA)l « 

I ,,  ttli^ 

’*  - , ni  UmIit) 

• i i i*Hi‘  ■ 4 f«1  # 

.!l  iii.  :i/'t,if  iii,.l  »f«rjJ 

■»''  • '■•  /'I  illM-fff  h fniiiiAUlit  rulw 

■•"1.  "‘il  )4n!  «4^  hiim  }')4(i4niiC 

» ' -,4<il  thM*4)  yFiffiftl  « ,||jV/ 

't  |vjjt  T':i  V,»  1 oIInI 

4i| 

<iU  lidiHt  . m|  ,-|t*4|w 

' *1  tilw  j»l  ritnull* 

' :,j  tIj  jiii 

' • •'  »<  td  >lli  >1#!  (wli 

- '»Hw  .1  i<iii<o 

1 I { .1  .i»i(..'  uj 

>*'  fin  ff  f)fj 

' ■*  t.iiil.  !.•  ■ >.,|‘l' 

,1  ,,.|  , .^uinilU  f»i  iisili 


. • > I 4 >tl 

I <ir  t/’ti ' ' )•! ' 

. <1 1 H rti'i  I I . 


' iC  'lt  II-IJ  ftM' •'••IM  'mI  V ,*IH' 


XMI 


.. 

..lO  . 4 

•I  ' 11 

1*  < I 

t 

'fi  • i> 

'■  ■ »* 

1 • 1 «|  1 • 1 :l 

' ■!  /'•!' 

' ' * 

ii  '*1 1 

' i 

‘ tl  1 *J,«| 

1,1 

V*. 

‘ h.ir 

<•  1 1'‘>  1 

ht  1 •••  1 

n>»i»  I -'i 

(4»  ,tW  >i‘ 

‘ )4, 

i >»■  ' 1 

>•4.  ■*  1 . .• 

' ' U . * iliii'it  ..t  lviji|iHUir<i7 

• "'.t'Uj  I **!(•  *!(>') 

I (<♦»;*’»  ,»IMi.  # ’^l  Ijim  ^(|f 

1-^  I 'J  ' « ilftW  -M^t 

* I »ii  iM  ru**l  .Ml 


II I STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


741 


(Tiui  writiiu''  a recoiniiieiulatioii  tliat  an  office 
be  located  here,  a'ld  that  our  sid)ject  sliould 
he  the  Postmaster.  i\[r.  Spenecr  was  asked 
for  a suitable  name  for  the  office,  and,  think- 
ing of  the  free  and  easy  character  of  the 
people,  answered,  “Call  it  Liberty  Hill,  Gen- 
eral.” Mr.  Spencer  held  the  office  several 
years,  and  then  resigned  the  position  in  favor 
of  the  first  merchant  that  located  in  this  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  first  married  July  19, 
1829,  to  Amy  Wilcoxon.  They  had  twelve 
children,  only  four  of  whom  grew  to  years  of 
maturity,  viz.:  Eliza  Ann,  widow  of  J.  T. 
Miller,  and  a resident  of  Austin;  Emily,  de- 
ceased; J.  M.,  of  Helton,  Texas;  and  Ellen, 
wife  of  J.  W.  Owen,  also  of  that  county. 
Tlie  wife  and  mother  died  in  Bastrop,  Janu- 
ary 12,  1853.  In  1854  our  subject  returned 
on  a visit  to  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  and  was 
there  married  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Spencer,  who 
was  horn  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
May  4,  1826,  a daughter  of  William  B.  and 
Mary  (Reagan)  Smilie.  On  the  maternal 
side,  the  family  located  in  the  latter  county 
from  AMales  before  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  Smilie  I'amily  are  of  Irish  descent,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Spencer,  John 
Smilie,  having  emigrated  to  America  from 
that  country.  He  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
while  there  was  prominent  in  public  affairs, 
having  represented  Pennsylvaniain  the  United 
States  Senate.  The  grandfather,  Robert  P. 
Smilie,  passed  his  entire  life  in  that  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  B.  Smilie  liad  seven 
children;  Weldon  R.,  of  AVoodford  county, 
Illinois;  Alargaret  C.,  wife  of  our  subject; 
Robert  P.,  of  Liverpool,  Fultou  county,  Illi- 
nois; Harriet,  wife  of  G.  A.  Babcock;  Aorvel, 
rieceased;  and  Nonnan  and  David  II.,  of 
Stella,  N<d)raska.  Margaret  Smilie  was  first  ; 


married  in  Fnlton  county,  Illinois,  where  her 
father  had  moved  his  family  in  1841,  in  1844, 
to  Jatties  B.  Spencer,  a younger  brother  of 
her  present  husband.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren: Theodore,  of  Lovelock,  Butte  county, 
California;  Ann  E.,  wife  of  J.  M.  Spencer, 
of  Belton,  Texas;  Harriet  E.,  widow  of  Jeff 
J.  Miller,  who  lives  with  her  parents;  and 
William  A.,  of  Liberty  Hill.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  O.  S[)encer  have  also  had  four  chil- 
dren; Perry,  deceased;  Olivei’,  of  Liberty 
Hill;  Lizzie,  wife  of  M.  C.  Hurley,  of  Ft. 
AUorth,  Texas;  and  Tacy,  now  Mi’s.  J.  M. 
Grant,  also  of  that  city. 


I H.  KRENEK,  a prominent  farmer  of 
I Lee  county,  is  a son  of  Joseph  and 
' Rozina  (Reek)  Krenek,  natives  of  Bo- 
hemia. The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Joseph  Krenek,  was  a fanner  of  that  country, 
as  was  also  his  maternal  grandfather,  Hon. 
John  Reek.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Bohemia,  and 
emigrated  from  near  Frankstadt,  Moravia,  to 
America,  in  1866,  locating  in  Fayette  county, 
Texas,  three  miles  south  of  Fayetteville. 
The  father  died  there  June  1,  1887,  and  the 
mother  September  20,  1892.  The  parents 
had  nine  children,  seven  now  living;  Jgnalz, 
of  Fayette  county;  Juliana,  now  Mrs. 
Spacek,  also  *of  that  county;  Rozina,  now 
j Mrs.  Skopik,  of  Burleson  county,  Texas;  John 
II.,  our  subject;  Mary,  now  Mrs.  Reek,  of 
1 Fayette  county;  Anton,  of  that  county;  and 
I Rozallia,  now  Mrs.  Frank,  also  of  Fayette 
I county. 

J.  II.  Krenek  was  born  in  Moravia,  No- 
vember 24,  1853,  and  was  reai-ed  to  manhood 
in  Fayette  county,  Texas.  lie  subsecpiently 
located  on  a farm  in  Builesou  county,  where 
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he  remained  until  comina  to  his  present 
[)lace,  tliree  miles  east  ot  Dime  Hox.  lie 
owns  450  acres  of  land,  130  acres  of  which 
is  under  cultivation,  has  a tine  new  residence, 
a good  orchard,  is  giving  considerable  atten- 
tion to  sheep-raising,  and  his  annual  yield  of 
cotton  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  bales.  Mr. 
Krenek  paid  33,300  for  his  farm,  and  the 
place  is  now  worth  about  ^InOOO. 

In  Washington  county,  Texas,  November 
10,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Alzbeta  Shebesta.  They  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren, viz.:  Louis,  Albina,  Emma,  Eddie,  de- 

ceased ; Eddie,  Terezia,  deceased;  and  Tere- 
zia.  Mr.  Krenek  votes  with  the  Democratic 
jiarty,  and  was  raised  in  the  Catholic  faith. 

q EOllGE  E.  GAY,  a successful  farmer 
of  Lee  county,  is  a sou  of  Thomas  and 
Eleanor  (Hope)  Gay,  The  father 
' emigrated  from  Georgia  to  Texas,  and 
was  one  of  the  300  persons  to  form  the  Austin 
colony  in  1828.  He  was  then  about  eighteen 
years  of  age.  In  1831  in  the  town  of  San 
Felipe,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Eleanor  Hope.  Her  father  had  moved  his 
family  to  Texas  a year  or  so  previous  to  her 
marriage,  and  had  returned  to  England  to 
settle  his  affairs.  On  coming  again  to  this 
country  the  ship  was  wrecked,  and  he  has 
never  been  heard  from  since  tlmt  time.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  a machinist  by  oc- 
cupation, but  during  the  stampede  was  con- 
ducting a store  at  San  Felipe.  He  took  part 
\Yith  Houston  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto, 
and  afterward  located  in  the  town  of  AYash- 
in<»-ton,  on  the  Brazos  n’ver  where  he  was  en- 
gaged  in  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Bailev,  Gay  A Hoxie.  lie  contracted  the 
yellow  fever  while  on  a Imsiiiess  trip  to  Gal- 


veston, and  died  soon  after  returning  home 
in  1833.  lie  was  a shrewd  and  thrifty  busi- 
ness man,  and  at  his  death  owned  about  100,- 
000  aci'es  of  wild  land.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Gay 
were  the  parents  of  four  children, — George 
E.,  our  subject;  William,  deceased;  Milam, 
deceased;  and  Ann,  wife  of  B.  A.  AYatson,  of 
Burton,  Texas.  About  ten  years  after  the 
father’s  death,  the  mother  married  Luke 
Roberts.  Her  death  occurred  in  1857. 

George  E.  Gay,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  San  Felipe,  Texas,  November 
3,  1833,  and  was  reared  to  maidiood  in  the 
town  of  AYashington.  He  came  to  his  pres- 
ent location.  String  Prairie,  seven  miles  from 
Lexington,  January  1,  1869,  where  he  owns 
300  acres  of  land,  125  acres  under  a line  state 
of  cultivation.  In  1801  Mr.  Gay  enlisted  as 
a private  in  Company  A,  Seventeenth  Texas 
Infantry,  and  he  served  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  He  jiarticipated  in  the  battles  of  Mill- 
iken’s  Bend,  Y'ellow  Bayou,  Saline,  took  part 
in  a great  deal  of  marching  and  scout  service, 
and  was  paroled  at  Hempstead,  Texas.  In 
his  political  views,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  during  the  war  served 
as  Treasurer  of  Burleson  county.  Socially, 
he  has  taken  the  Royal  Arch  and  Council 
degrees  of  Masonry. 

Mr.  Gay  was  married  in  this  county,  in 
January,  1855,  to  Mary  H.  Barbee,  a mem- 
ber of  an  old  Texas  family.  They  have  had 
j thirteen  children,  namely:  Thomas,  of  Rock 
dale,  Texas;  AYilliam  F.,  a resident  of  Cald- 
well, this  state;  Yirginia,  now  Mrs.  James 
Stockton,  of  Lometa;  George,  deceased ; Leola, 
deceased;  Bulah,  now  Mrs.  D.  B.  Green,  of 
j Arkadelphia,  Ai-kansas;  T.  E.,  of  Lubbock 
county,  Texas;  Ella,  wife  of  A.M.  Nalley,  of 
! Lee  county;  C.  E.,  deceased;  Pearl,  now  Mrs. 
! Edd  Ai'endale,  of  near  Lexington;  Ernest, 
Genoa,  and  Sam  Houston,  at  home.  Mr.  (iay 
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is  well  and  favorably  known  in  his  comninn- 
ity,  and  is  versatile,  intelligent  and  progress- 
ive in  everything  pertaining  to  the  education 
and  advancement  of  liis  locality. 

W\I  LL I A M FLE  AGE  It,  late  of  George- 
' town,  Te.xas,  was  born  in  Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  Antfust  27, 
1810,  a son  of  Daniel  and  Susan  (Snively) 
Fleager,  who  were  born  and  married  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  of  German  descent.  The  father 
was  a wagon-maker  by  trade,  and  both  par- 
ents died  quite  young. 

William  Fleager,  our  subject,  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  tailor’s  trade  in  Harris- 
burg and  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania.  He  then 
resided  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  two  years; 
lived  in  Putnam,  same  State;  was  in  Ottawa, 
Illinois,  during  the  digging  of  the  canal;  in 
1838  went  to  St. ‘Louis;  the  following  year 
to  New  Orleans;  witnessed  the  celebration  of 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans  in  1841;  spent 
eight  years  in  Haywood  county,  Tennessee; 
was  then  in  Mississippi  for  a time,  and  in 
1852  located  near  Lexington,  Texas.  Mr. 
Fleager  was  engaged  in  farming  there  until 
1860,  when  he  came  to  Williamsim  county, 
locating  two  miles  west  of  Florence.  After 
1880  he  was  a resident  of  Georgetown. 
During  the  war  he  did  much  service  in 
making  clothes,  and  after  the  close  of  the 
struggle  he  purchased  a wagon  and  six  mules 
and  engaged  in  freighting  from  Prenham  to 
Austin  and  Columbus,  also  on  the  coast.  In 
this  way  he  made  his  start  in  life.  After  the 
railroad  came  to  Austin  he  engaged  in  the 
sewing-machine  business  in  1873,  which  he 
long  continued  in  a small  way.  lie  sold  over 
3,000  machines,  averaging  over  300  a year. 

Mr.  Fleager  was  married  in  Haywood 
county,  Tennessee,  to  M.  J.  Mooi'e,  and  they 
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had  two  children:  CMiarles  N.  and  Rosell. 
The  latter  is  the  widowof  ,1.  P.  Whittenberg, 
and  a 1‘esideiit  of  Florence.  She  has  four 
children:  William  P.,  Olin  P.,  Mai-y  and 
Ann.  Charles  N.,  proprietor  of  a jewelry 
store  in  Georgetown,  married  Maggie  Whit- 
tenberg,  and  they  have  seven  children:  Jo- 
seph E.,  Ernest  P.,  Pessie  L.,  Mary  L.,  Lucy 
P.,  Pertha  L.  and  William  H.  Mrs.  Fleaaer 
was  born  in  1825,  a daughter  of  Richard 
and  Mary  (McKendree)  Moore.  The  latter 
was  a niece  of  Pishop  McKendi-ee,  by  whom 
Mrs.  FJeager  was  baptized.  Mr.  Moore  was 
a native  of  Virginia,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  was  married  near  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
They  afterward  located  near  Prownsville, 
Haywood  county,  Tennessee,  where  he  died 
in  1829,  aged  forty  years.  He  was  a devout 
and  prominent  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  as  were  also  all  his  children.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Moore  had  six  children,  viz.:  James, 
who  served  through  the  late  war,  and  died  of 
dropsy  soon  after  the  close  of  the  struggle,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-seven  years;  Dionecia,  de- 
ceased in  Mississippi  in  1844,  was  the  wife 
of  Thomas  Wadkins;  Martha,  deceased  in 
1860,  aged  thirty-five  years,  was  three  times 
married,  first  to  P.  Trailor.  second  to  a Mr. 
Prown,  and  her  third  husband  was  Rev. 
Arnold;  Sarah  Ann,  who  died  in  1859,  at  the 
age  of  forty  yeai-s,  was  the  wife  of  Williain 
Wynn;  M.  J.,  now  Mrs.  Fleager;  and  Caro- 
line, wife  of  J.AY.  Pates.  After  the  father’s 
death  the  mother  married  J.  W.  Moser,  and 
they  had  four  children:  Elizabeth,  wife  of 
Rev.  J.  W.  Pates,  a Methodist  ministei-  of 
Mississippi;  John,  who  took  part  in  the  late 
war,  with  Genei‘al  Hood,  and  died  at  Rome, 
Geoi-gia,  in  1863,  aged  twenty-five  vears; 
Roena,  deceased  at  Salado,  Texas,  at  the  aoe 
of  thirty-seven  years,  was  the  wife  of  P.  Mil- 
hollin;  and  Daniel,  a farmer  of  Reyiu)!ds 
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county,  Texas.  Mrs.  Moslier  died  in  1868, 
aged  sixty-eiglit  years.  She  was  a devout 
ineinl)er  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
from  girlliood.  Mrs.  Fleager’s  father,  step- 
father  and  both  grandfathers,  James  Mc- 
Kendi'ee  and  Nathaniel  Moore,  were  minis- 
ters in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
She  is  now  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  and  her 
life  has  been  an  inspiration  to  gentleness, 
faith,  patience  and  courage.  Socially,  Mr. 
Fleager  was  a member  of  the  I.  0.  O.  E.  Our 
subject  and  wife  would  have  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  J une  26,  1893,  but  tbe  former 
died  of  pneumonia  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1892. 

Thomas  ADKINS,  deceased,  was  born 
at  Stratford-on-Avon,  made  famous 
as  the  home  of  Shakespeare,  May  25, 
' 1847,  a son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 

(Allibone)  Adkins,  also  of  England.  The 
father  was  a machinist  by  occupation,  and 
Thomas  was  early  inured  to  that  calling.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  etnigrated  alone 
to  America,  and  for  a number  of  years  re- 
mained in  the  Northern  States,  but  finally, 
in  1871,  came  to  Burleson  county,  Texas. 
For  the  following  year  he  was  engaged  in  the 
stock  business,  and  then  came  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Dime  Box  neighborhood,  Lee 
county,  following  agricultural  pursuits  there 
five  years.  In  1877  Mr.  Adkins  embarked  in 
n-.ercantile  pursuits  in  Giddings,  county  seat 
of  Lee  county,  where  he  continued  that  occu- 
pation until  death,  March  22,  1891.  He  was 
also  engaged  in  stock  raisitig  and  farming, 
and  owned  a steam  brick  yard,  a livery  stable, 
e'c.  In  his  political  views,  he  was  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  religiousiy, 
was  a member  of  th.e  Bfj,ptist  Church. 


December  19,  1872,  in  the  String  Brairie 
neighborhood,  Lee  county,  Mr.  Adkins  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mai’tha  E.  McClan- 
ahan.  Since  her  husband’s  death.  Mrs.  Ad- 
kins has  resided  with  her  brother,  Harvey 
jMcClanahau. 

OHN  T.  RICKS,  one  of  the  representa- 
tive citizens  of  AVilliamson  county,  was 
born  in  Nelson  county,  Kentucky,  July 
7,  1818,  a son  of  William  and  Susan  (Chal- 
fant)  Ricks,  natives  also  of  that  State.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  and  his  wife  was  a i-el- 
ative  of  General  Cox,  who  served  with  W. 
II.  Harrison.  William  Ricks  died  in  1832. 
He  was  the  father  of  six  children:  Eleanor, 
John  T.,  Nancy,  Louisa,  Margaret  J.  and 
William.  The  last  named  now  resides  in 
Bettis  county,  Missouri.  Only  four  of  the 
children  are  now  living. 

John  T.  Ricks,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  the  only  one  in  his  father’s  family  to 
come  to  Texas,  received  a limited  education, 
and  was  reared  to  farm-life.  In  1836,  at  the 
age  of  eightee.::,  he  removed  with  his  widowed 
mother  and  her  family  to  Missouri,  where  he 
lived  in  several  different  counties.  At  the 
time  of  the  Mormon  uprising,  he  assisted  in 
raising  a company,  of  which  he  was  made 
Lieutenant,  and  they  went  to  Independence, 
Missouri,  the  Mormon  stronghold.  The 
Mormons,  liowever,  surrendered,  and  no  blood 
was  shed.  In  1840  Mr.  Ricks  returned  to 
Kentucky,  went  thence  to  Missouri,  in  1860 
to  California,  where  he  followed  minima  fif- 
leen  months,  and  then  went  aoain  to  Mis- 
souri.  In  1856  he, located  in  Texas,  where 
he  fVillowed  carpentering  in  Webberville  two 
yeai’s,  and  then  engaged  in  l)uying  horses  in 
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Mexico.  From  1800  until  1802  lie  followed 
mereliandising,  was  then  a member  of  the 
State  Guards  one  year,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  Mr.  Ricks  found  himself  financial ly 
mined.  In  1809  he  opened  a mercantile 
store  in  Round  Rock,  Williamson  county,  in 
partnershi])  with  II.  R.  Sheppard,  which  he 
continued  two  years,  after  which  he  bought 
and  improved  a tract  of  raw  land,  erected  a 
fine  rock  house,  made  many  other  valuable 
improvements,  and  still  resides  on  this  place, 
located  one  mile  from  the  city.  He  also 
owns  two  other  improved  farms,  and  his 
attention  is  now  given  to  his  land  interests, 
in  the  loaning  of  money,  etc. 

Mr.  Ricks  was  first  married  in  Missouri, 
in  1852,  to  Miss  Emily  Homes,  a native  of 
Kentucky,  and  they  had  two  children,  both 
now  deceased.  The  wife  and  mother  died  in 
July,  1855,  and  in  1860,  in  Texas,  onr  subject 
married  Virginia  E.  Glascock.  She  died  in 
February,  1870,  and  in  Austin,  in  the  follow- 
ing year,  he  married  his  present  wife,  Mrs. 
Augusta  Wilson.  She  is  a dangliter  of  Dr. 
T.  T.  Sandifer,  a native  of  South  Carolina, 
but  who  afterward  removed  to  North  Car- 
olina, where  he  followed  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. He  still  resides  in  that  State,  but  is 
retired  from  the  active  duties  of  his  profes- 
sion. At  one  time  he  was  a member  of  the 
Legislature.  His  father,  Philip  Sandifer, 
was  also  a native  of  South  Carolina,  and  was 
a prominent  planter  and  slave-owner.  The 
great  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Ricks,  Zacheus 
Wilson,  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence.  Dr.  Sandifer  and 
wife  had  four  children:  Sarah,  Augusta, 

Calvin  (deceased),  and  Robert.  The  latter, 
an  attorney  by  ]u-ofession,  resides  in  North 
Carolina,  where  he  has  served  two  terms  in 
the  Stab'  Senate,  and  was  elected  to  the  same 
in  the  present  year.  Mrs.  Ricks’  first  hus-  | 


band,  Mr.  Wilson,  came  to  Texas  at  the  age 
of  nine  years.  In  1861  he  entered  the  Con- 
federate service,  in  Tom  Green’s  Rilles,  Cap- 
tain McLareu’s  Comj)any,  Hood’s  Brigade, 
Fourth  Texas  Regiment;  served  four  years, 
and  was  wounded  at  Drury’s  Bluff.  He  was 
discharged  in  the  following  February,  after 
which  he  returned  to  North  Carolina.  He 
was  married  December  22,  1864,  and  in  Oc- 
tober, 1865,  came  to  Williamson  county, 
Texas,  where  he  died  June  28,  1868.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ricks  have  had  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  an  adopted  son,  Frank  C.  Ricks. 
He  became  a member  of  the  family  at  the 
age  of  seven  years,  and  is  now  fifteen  years 
old.  Mr.  Ricks  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  was  formerly  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  is  now  independent. 
Socially,  he  affiliates  with  the  Royal  Arch 
Masons  and  the  I.  O.  0.  F.,  and  in  religion, 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church., 


T|  If  B.  SHEPPARD,  one  of  the  enter- 
1^  prising  and  successful  citizens  of 
I 4.  Williamson  county,  was  born  in 
Georo-ia,  November  20,  1837,  a son  of 
William  and  Susan  (Adams)  Sheppard,  native 
of  South  Carolina.  The  father  came  to 
Texas,  enlisted  in  the  late  w'ar  in  1862,  and 
his  death  occurred  at  Galveston,  in  1864. 
The  mother  died  in  Georgia.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sheppard  had  five  children:  Eliza,  a resident 
of  Newton  county,  Texas;  H.  B.,  our  sub- 
ject; Nancy,  wife  of  Elijah  Kelly,  of  San 
Augustine  county;  William  A.,  a resident  of 
Georgia;  and  John,  a farmer  of  Newton 
county,  Texas. 

11.  B.  Shephard,  came  to  Texas  with  his 
parents  in  1849,  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 
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locating  in  Ja.s[)cr  county.  He  received  a 
limited  education,  and  at  the  age  of  tilteen 
years  was  employed  as  a mail-carrier.  He  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
one  yeai's  of  age,  after  which  he  followed 
clerking  eight  years,  and  in  the  winter  of 
1800  einl)arl<ed  in  merchandising  in  Round 
Rock,  Williamson  county.  At  the  opening  of 
the  late  war  Mr.  Sheppard  hired  a substitute, 
but  later  was  conscripted,  and  served  in  the 
commis.sary  de])artment,  held  the  rank  of 
Captain,  and  held  another  position  under  the 
(loverment.  In  the  spring  of  1806,  Mr. 
Sheppard  resumed  merchandising,  which  he 
continued  until  1882,  and  in  that  year  sold 
his  store.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Tax  As- 
sessor four  years,  served  as  County  Commis- 
sioner three  years,  and  is  now  assisting  in 
conducting  a general  mercantile  business. 
In  addition  to  this,  he  also  owns  a large 
tract  of  land,  where  he  was  formerly 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  but  he  now  rents 
his  farm. 

Mr.  Sheppard  was  married  in  Round  Rock, 
in  1802,  to  Miss  T.  C.  Blair,  who  was  born 
in  Gibson  county,  Tennessee,  July  8,  1839,  a 
daughter  of  D.  D.  Blair,  a native  also  of  that 
State.  The  latter  came  to  Williamson  county, 
Texas,  in  1854,  where  he  died  in  1808.  Mr. 
Sheppard  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  has  held  many  minor  and 
prominent  offices.  Socially,  he  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason  and  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbytei-ian 
Church. 

D.  W.  PROCTOR,  one  of  Williamson 
1 county's  most  enterprising  business 
men, was  l)oni  in  Maine,  September  11, 


Proctor,  natives  also  of  that  State.  The  pat- 
ernal grandfather  came  fiom  England.  The 
matenial  grandfather,  Thomas  Whitehouse, 
was  a native  of  Maine,  of  English  extraction, 
and  was  an  influential  and  public  spirited 
man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Proctor  had  two  child- 
ren, and  the  last  known  of  the  oldest  son  his 
residence  was  in  Ohio,  but  nothino'  has  been 
heard  from  him  since  that  time. 

D.  W.  Proctor,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  seven  years, 
and  he  grew  to  manhood  in  New  York  city, 
under  the  care  of  an  uncle.  He  received  no 
educational  advantages,  and  while  in  that 
city  worked  in  a printing  office.  From  18G0 
to  1862  he  followed  mining  in  Colorado,  and 
in  the  latter  year  engaged  in  the  electrotype 
business  in  St.  Louis.  In  1804,  after  some 
experience  with  army  tactics,  Mr.  Pi-octor  re- 
turned to  New  York;  traveled  for  a time; 
conducted  a restaurant  in  Boston;  from 
March,  1866  to  1870,  was  engaged  in  rail- 
reading  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota;  in  the 
latter  year  removed  to  Galveston,  and  after- 
ward located  in  Liberty  county,  Texas. 
While  in  Liberty  county  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising and  the  cattle  business,  driv- 
ing beef  cattle  to  Louisiana,  and  had  a large 
and  profitable  trade.  He  also  fitted  up 
wagons,  and  sold  goods  over  the  country. 
After  closing  business  there,  Mr.  Proctor 
drifted  to  Galveston,  and  in  1877  opened  a 
mercantile  store  at  Corn  Hill,  Williamson 
county.  In  1878  he  erected  a large  steam 
gin,  and  in  1879  closed  his  inercantile  busi- 
ness, since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged 
in  farming  and  ginning.  For  the  past  few 
years  our  subject  has  handled  stock  (juitc  en- 
tensively,  having  a registered  male  Jersey, 
and  also  has  both  the  Percheron  and  roadster 
horses.  Since  erc'ctiiig  his  gin,  he  makes 


»j7 


I ■' 


► k r Ml  , i| 

' ■(  . 


,1  f \f'  h>’ . (i  »,i  «. 

•>,.  .*J 

1 

' II  I'*.  .1  |>;  • 

*.  1 i..,Mj  '..iiv,.^ 

1 

•1'  1)1 

' ' I'M'fr:  V 

^ f ,>  fl  M '1  Ml-  JJ  1141 

1 ..44 

>>  cU 

1 

' ♦ f\ 

•i^'ii*  -.- 

n.l  1 M,' 

ff  ' 

ll..  < oil- .14 

»♦  ♦ -» 

1 4m  ,t: 

. I 1 


> 


.1  n 


•r  ' ’>/' 

■ • i\  ( 

' • f-'  ' ' . i-i,  (,■  , 

‘ ' :.K 

V r 1 _ I.  ,, 

■ ...  1 1 I V .4. 


"l  . I . 

[ I ' r ir  ' 

''  ' 

■ '-rf  r vfl 

, ■•Ml  , 

Ii  ■ ,V  y ' 

■ ' ‘ 

* ' . I I ' ‘lit| 

•'!  ti,  i<.  . , )■,  '«  ' 

' ' I i • ■■  ■ t -•  I ( M ; ■ r , < ■ 

■’’i  1,  I . .-'III  I ' I •,  , 

' t i*i<  • . (.1,  , 

}-  ...  .!i  .1 

j'  -M  , . , 

. i‘t  >ir  f' 

• ' . ’<•  I . : ■ I 

• II  ( I ■ .I'll  I 

■i'  * I II  V - . 

.1-  I,,  . 4 V 

> ■ • . ..  , . 1 1 (I  , 


,,,1  I ’ . 

i#jfr  rij^  ' 

*>  <■.  ll  I«i4\^4>lqrii'‘ * | ^ ^ 

X'"*  liuttt  VjAll  -nil 

" ' '* '-I’ll,  In  4,,„ 

' ; • i“u*l  -i  5iru-*i.,*A.i(yi,.n,  nj  t«.4i,SA,J,r j (K»<|1  . 

' ' . i.il)  */v 

' U I tMt)  I^x  f,  ’ 

; "fl*  iii  Ui  . .Ml  Uftti  , tf.Tt  -i/iiil 

I 

' *'  II)  I. (4,, I l,f^0  4 44  i*}Ufl‘J  ^ ■ 

' •W-.i-'f  l.s  HiM.tfi  g*U  «| 

*■  *'  ■ 114.41.  l-iJKiJiitm!' 

■'•'  * .>  Axi‘  So  rt^Ata  ti*|J  tit/»ij  §iut  #lt  .|^44|»  till 

^ **’’*''  Wfiimiii  ) ^4(44li>*t  ttf  |M4i41>4i  444'Ui^'(^  TIM.*!  / rlMAl|  j 

'*»it  * W4II4  *4  I..4M  tnrvilti 

»-|.'»mVM<  01|44*4»4».4  V'-.Mltli.  M 


'"U 


'•  ' '■  ' »•'*  rS'«'  •*•«»’•  -U  «<l  .-tifi  ..I  ofy 

''  " '*  ■’  »,  ’s  -wl  11*1  '>«.  Isthl  t; 

' '■ ' *'"?  ■ ri»t»  ’mJ  ’ ,,l 

'”i'  ' / r ■ l»»i  1 


1 


* 1 

M 

• 1,1 

■ -• 

' ’ ( ' 

,r  1 . 

; V4 1 M 1 4 * 1 1 

•4.i( 

iM^ji  ; 

'"M 

i4*i  , 

•t  J 1 1 1 1 

. 

iii.i  i' 

• - 

1'4-  I, 

' <I1M  J«. 

^ lhU‘i 

•'ll  4 

‘i  ■ ' 

1^1  *.«M4 

•il^dlll 

*hl  %, 

1 i 

1 

,«««444i 

Ml  illllli 

••■  1.'. 

> mim*  4Wlf>  litriilt 

t4i<*i-c4  ni 

Ml  -'ll  «Mf  ‘ 

’■  ' ^ III  iu«i|,A^4|  •A'.v  .tit  i 

‘ ""  I <■•'*'*'  .•tAlU  1)  T u|  „i  , 

• i • *.-».»]  -•  •I'lil,  M.tiH^t^  (,i  , 

• I'sh  . iM.n  h,  r.iit  ;IJ.14(.|  ^l  .(1  »0  I4»4.i;4i.tl) 

'•  ’■  - I »«.Nk»ii».4;.*i  Vf  <4/  «»i,*r.  „rl* 

■ ' ' ’ ' ' '*'»  •-’  .-^it  til  .fly.!#.  .,i 

. ' ;j-  I'  j nil  o.|i«n.>i,ji  fc..i('.4>4  .11.  will.'  I'unjfj'it®  . 

• "'  li.in  V'MIlll  /Ifmii  lilOll  M>*  t <4li  |l('4li>44 

' < n y:  ~f  ^ >w($u 

4jy  • »,,  :u^.„  4 ,,1/  In  Mi*Hmf.4i4  .4  In*;,  (kma^  ^oh'A’  1’ 

" ' I M " •>  .1  9*iJ  (.(Ui  401, oli 

>ll.'  1|,  . Ii«l  t|44|.4l  «'!/, 

i4fcaiMiO  , 


VL 


• A 


i-4.»i*itnv/  >M  niu,  y/ 


*^i, 


II I STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


iMr.  Proctor  was  married  in  187-1:,  to  Miss 
Maggie  lioltertsoii,  who  was  l)orn  in  Missis- 
sippi, ill  ALardi,  185-1,  a daugliter  of  widow 
liolicrtson,  wlio  came  to  Texas  during  tlie  late 
war.  To  tliis  union  has  been  born  tliree 
cliildren:  E.  M.,  born  November  17,  1875; 
Etta,  January  5,  1877;  and  Mary  Bell,  May 
20,  1888.  Mr.  Proctor  takes  an  active  in- 
tei'ost  in  politics,  voting  with  the  People’s 
party,  but  was  formerly  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  affiliates  .with  the  I. 
O.  O.  E.,  and  Farmers  Alliance,  and  both  be 
and  bis  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Cluirch. 


CAPTAIN  THOMAS  S.  DOUGLASS, 
a fanner  of  Lee  county,  is  a son  of 
James  and  Lucy  (Scnrlock)  Douglass, 
of  Scotch  descent.  The  ancestors  settled  in 
North  Carolina  before  the  Revolutionary 
war.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  James 
Douglass,  moved  with  bis  family  to  Sumner 
county,  Tennessee,  where  he  raised  a large 
family.  In  1856  there  were  500  of  that 
name  in  Sumner  county.  When  a young 
man  the  father  of  our  subject  moved  to  Louisi- 
ana, where  he  was  married  in  1826,  but  on 
account  of  failing  health  returned  to  Tennes- 
see. In  1852  he  came  to  Texas,  first  locating 
in  Orange  county,  but  two  years  later  came 
to  Lee  county,  where  he  died  in  1884,  aged 
eighty-four  years.  The  mother  died  in  1876. 
Mr.  Douglass  was  a thrifty  farmer  and  large 
land  owner,  a stanch  Democrat  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglass  were  the  pa- 
rents of  four  children : William  A.,  deceased; 
Rebecca  A.,  wife  of  Judge  Thomas  H. 
Brenan,  of  Lexington,  Texas;  Felicianna,  de- 
ceased ; Thomas  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
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Thomas  8.  Douglass  was  l)oni  in  Sumner 
county,  Tenuessec,  September  17,  1888,  and 
came  to  Texas  with  his  parents  in  1852.  In 
August,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  First  Lieutenant 
of  Company  H,  Second  Texas  Infantry,  and 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh.  Farming- 
ton,  luka,  Corinth,  Chickasaw  Bayou  and 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  After  the  battle  of  luka 
he  was  promoted  to  Captain  of  his  company. 
Mr.  Douglass  was  severely  wounded  in  the 
head  by  the  bursting  of  a shell  at  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  remained  in  a hospital  for  a 
time,  and  was  then  paroled  and  returned 
home.  The  regiment  was  afterward  reor- 
ganized and  stationed  at  Galveston,  and  Mr. 
Douglass  served  as  Provost  Marshal  until  the 
surrender.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  pur 
chased  his  present  farm  of  300  acres.  He 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  poli- 
tics, is  a stanch  Democrat,  but  has  never 
sought  public  office.  Socially,  he  is  a Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  religiously,  a Steward  in 
the  Methodist  Church. 

September  22,  1863,  after  his  return  from 
Vicksburg,  Mr.  Douglass  married  Miss  Ada, 
a daughter  of  Mrs.  M.  Massey.  The  latter 
was  a niece  of  the  noted  Captain  Shaw,  a 
prominent  character  in  early  Texas  history. 
She  moved  with  her  parents  from  Missouri  to 
Texas  in  1856.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglass  have 
had  four  children:  Arthur  and  Ellen,  de- 
ceased; Homer,  at  home;  and  a babe  un- 
named. 

FRANK  ATKINSON,  engaged  in  the 
druo-  business  at  Florence,  Williamson 
county,  was  born  in  this  city,  October 
30,  1863.  He  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Florence,  and  in  1883,  at  the  age  twenty 
years,  began  clerking  in  the  drugstore  of  his 
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brother,  (4eor<re  C.  In  1880  lie  purchased  j 
and  took  ehar>re  of  tlic  business,  whicli  he 
still  continues,  and  also  owns  a half  interest 
in  another  drug  store.  He  is  one  of  tlie  most 
euterprisiun  young  business  men  of  Florence. 

Mr.  Atkinson  was  married  in  this  city, 
January  20,  1889,  to  Eertha  R.,  a daughter 
of  C.  C.  Ridley.  She  was  born  in  Rutherford 
county,  Tennessee,  and,  lier  mother  having 
died  when  she  was  small,  was  raised  liy  an 
aunt,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Georo-e  Crosthwit.  Mr. 
Ridley  was  again  married  and  moved  to  Flor- 
ence, Texas,  where  Mrs.  Atkinson  joined  him 
in  1885.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  two 
children;  John  Ridley  and  Fraid':.  In  his 
political  views,  Mr.  Atkinson  is  a Democrat. 

D, ARIEL  V.  GRANT,  a merchant  of 
j Liberty  Hill,  Williamson  county,  is  a 

son  of  Matthew  M.  and  Sarah  M. 

(Rrown)  Grant.  The  following  is  extracted 
from  an  autobiography  of  Matthew  M.  Grant. 
The  family  name  was  brought  from  Scotland 
before  the  Revolutionary  war  by  Alexander 
Grant,  the  great-grandfather  of  our  subject. 
He  was  Captain  of  a company  during  that 
struggle,  and  died  at  about  its  close  from 
wounds  received  in  service.  Grandfather 
Daniel  Grant  was  left  an  orphan  at  the  age 
of  seven  years,  and  was  bound  out  to  a 
plasterer  and  stucco  w’orker  in  Washington, 
District  Columbia,  where  he  remained  until 
1805.  In  that  year  he  went  to  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  soon  afterward 
married  to  Mary  McLean,  of  Scotch  descent. 
The  McLeans  vvere  prominent  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  in  an  early  day,  a brother  of 
Mrs.  Grant,  David  McLean,  having  pub- 
lished the  Pitt.sburg  Gazette  for  many  years.  | 
Mr.  Grant  remained  in  We.stmureland  j 


I county  anumhor  of  years,  and  then  settled  in 
' Butler  county,  where  he  died  May  18,  1857, 
his  w'ife  having  survived  him  many  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  all  of 
wdiom  are  now  deceased  but  four.  Matthew 
AV'".  Grant,  the  eldest  child,  was  born  in 
AVestmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  June 
14,  1808,  and  at  tlie  age  of  thirteen  years 
was  apprenticed  to  his  uncle,  David  McLean, 
to  learn  the  printer’s  trade,  serving  a term  of 
six  years.  He  was  married  in  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  August  7,  1832.  In  bis 
autobiography  he  says  of  his  wife:  “A 
purer- heai'ted  woman  than  my  wife  I do  not 
think  ever  lived,  and  I am  glad  here  to  say 
that  under  God,  she  has  been  my  earthly  sal- 
vation.” Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grant  had  eight 
children,  viz.:  James  B.,  wdio  died  of  cholera 
in  his  tw'entieth  year;  Mary  J.,  died  of  brain 
fever  at  the  age  of  ten  years;  Eliza  S.  died 
with  spasms  at  three  years  of  age;  Rebecca 
D.,  wife  of  A.  Ainsworth,  of  Liberty  Hill; 
and  the  remainder  died  in  infancy.  In  closing 
his  autobiography,  Mr.  Grant,  says:  *‘And 

now,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1860,  in  the 
full  and  perfect  enjoyment  of  all  my  powers, 
mental  and  physical,  the  retrospect  of  my 
life  affords  me  much  satisfaction,  and  causes 
but  little  regret.  Goodness  and  mercy  have 
truly  followed  me  all  my  days,  and  I see 
much  in  the  past  to  call  forth  gratitude  to 
God,  and  inspire  hope  in  Him  for  the  future. 
I have  no  fault  to  find  with  this  life,  while  I 
indulge  the  confident  belief  that  to  ‘depart 
and  be  with  Christ’  I shall  be  perfectly  will- 
ing when  the  Master’s  summons  come.” 
Daniel  A^.  Grant,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  Januaiy 
17,  1835.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he 
was  employed  as  clerk  at  Freeport,  Pennsyl- 
i vania,  and  subsequently  was  engaged  as 
j steamboat  clerk  on  a line  between  Pittsburg 
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and  IsV*\v  Orleans.  In  1853  he  came  to 
Texas,  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a country  store 
near  Paris,  Lamar  county,  until  1858,  and  in 
that  year  embarked  in  business  for  himself 
at  Gabriel  Mills,  AVilliamson  county.  In 
18G7  Mr.  Grant  came  to  Liberty  IJill,  and 
since  1870  has  been  the  leading  merchant  of 
the  town.  In  1862  he  enlisted  as  a private  in 
Company  G,  Seventeenth  Texas  Infantry,  was 
soon  promoted  Second  Lieutenant,  and  later 
served  as  Captain  of  his  company  until  peace 
was  declared.  lie  remained  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  his  services 
were  marked  with  faitlifnlness  and  efficiency. 
In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  Grant  is  a 
Democrat.  He  is  Treasurer  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  a Steward  and  zealous 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Church,  also  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday-school. 

Captain  Grant  was  married  in  Lamar 
county,  Texas,  May  10,  1855,  to  Melvina  T. 
Casbeer.  They  have  had  nine  children, 
namely:  J.  M.,  in  charge  of  the  express 
office  at  Fort  Worth;  Sarah  L.,  a teacher  in 
the  preparatory  department  of  the  South- 
western University  at  Georgetown;  Rebecca 
wife  of  Mr.  Harris,  of  Goldthwaite,  Texas; 
Thomas  C.,  depot  agent  of  the  Austin  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  at  Liberty  Hill; 
James  B.,  who  died  October  31,  1892;  Lil- 
lie, a teacher  in  the  'public  school  of  Gold- 
thwaite; Melvina,  wife  Prof.  J.  H.  Moorly, 
of  Liberty  Hill ; Kate  and  Margie,  at  home. 


Mrs.  MARY  J.  PHEGLEY,  an  esti- 
mable lady  and  widely  known  resi- 
. dent  of  Burleson  county,  Texas,  is 
one  of  the  hugest  property  owners 
in  the  county,  being  the  widow  of  Merifield 
Phegley,  who  was  for  many  years  an  cner- 


lid 


getic  and  progressive  citizen  of  this  vicinity, 
and  who  contributed  in  vai'ioiis  ways  to  the 
advancement  and  welfare  of  the  community. 

Merifield  Phegley  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
April  1,  1818,  where  he  grew'  to  manhood, 
lie  w'as  there  married,  and  his  first  child  was 
boi'ii  in  that  State.  In  1817  he  moved  to 
Texas  and  settled  in  Burleson  county,  where, 
after  one  or  two  moves,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence near  Caldwell,  w'here  the  remaimler  of 
his  life  was  passed.  He  was  poor  when  he 
came  to  the  Lone  Star  State,  but  by  prudent 
management  and  hard  w'ork  he  acquired  a 
comfortable  inheritance,  and  left  Jiis  family 
comfortably  provided  for.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  he  had  about  1800  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  there  being  more  than  500  acres 
under  cultivation  on  his  five  or  six  farms. 
He  spent  most  of  his  life  in  farming  and 
stock-raising,  hogs  being  his  principal  pro- 
duction. He  was  endowed  with  more  than 
ordinary  energy  and  enterprise,  and  being 
retired  and  domestic  in  his  tastes,  gave  his 
attention  strictly  to  his  home  interests.  He 
was  not  active  in  politics,  other  than  casting 
his  influence  in  favor  of  worthy  and  capable 
men  for  office.  He  joined  the  Baptist  Church 
in  early  life  and  was  ever  a worthy  member 
of  that  denomination.  Of  thorough  integ- 
rity, industrious  and  kind-hearted,  he  made 
many  warm  friends  in  his  community,  by 
whom  he  was  greatly  mourned  on  his  death, 
August  8,  1892.  his  memory  being  still 
cherished  by  those  among  whom  so  many 
useful  years  of  his  life  was  spent. 

Mr.  Phegley  was  first  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  A Porter,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Por- 
ter, of  Kentucky,  who  removed  to  Texas  in 
1817,  and  in  1848  settled  in  Mr.  Phegley’s 
neighborhood.  By  this  marriage  there  were 
ten  children,  six  daughters  and  four  sons, 
three  of  whom  died  young  and  seven  attained 
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imitiirity.  Tlmmas  L.  now  resides  in  I>ui'le- 
son  county;  Elnura  is  the  wife  (jf  II.  E. 
llooten,  ii  prosperous  stock- raiser  of  Sail  Salia 
county;  Mary  A.  married  \j.  Matingale,  and 
she  has  since  died,  ]\[ai'tha  A.  married  G.  W. 
Capps,  and  she  also  has  departed  this  life; 
Virginia  married  li.  E.  Thompson,  and  slie 
died,  leaving  one  child,  Nonie  jNfay  Thomp- 
son, who  is  living  with  her  grandmother; 
Alice  C.  married  W.  C.  Carroll,  and  she  too, 
is  now  deceased;  Rufus  C.  died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  The  mother  of  this  family 
died  January  3,  1878,  after  a long  life  of  un- 
selfish devotion  to  the  interests  of  her  hus- 
band and  children. 

July  1,  1879,  Mr.  Phegley  married  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  then  the 
widow  of  A.  M.  Denman,  formerly  of  Miss- 
issippi, where  they  were  married  November 
22,  1860.  Mr.  Denman  was  horn  in  Madison 
county,  Mississippi,  June  6,  1841,  and  en- 
tered the  Confederate  army  before  he  was 
grown,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of 
I the  war.  Fiv^e  of  his  brothers  served  in  the 
army  with  him.  In  1869  he  moved  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  Burleson  county.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  three  children;  Edward 
M.,  unmarried  and  at  home;  R.  L.,  who  died 
young,  and  Alex  Harris,  also  at  home. 

Mrs.  Phegley  was  the  daughter  of  Harris 
and  Frances  A.  (Hitt)  Samuel  of  South 
Carolina.  Her  father  was  left  an  orphan  at 
the  tender  age  of  five  years,  was  early  inured 
to  toil,  and  learned  that  self-reliance  and  per- 
severance which  contributed  to  his  future 
success  in  life.  He  was  a planter  and  was 
esteemed  a worthy  man.  He  served  with 
bravery  through  the  Florida  war  and  render- 
ed efficient  service  to  his  country.  He  was  a 
Mason  of  forty-one  years’  standing,  and  was 
a devoted  member  of  the  Metliodist  Epis. 
copal  Church.  He  died  in  Mississipj)i, 


August  12,  1869,  after  a long  and  useful  life. 

Mrs.  Plieglev  li.ul,  by  her  second  marriage, 
four  childien,  one  ot  whom  died  in  infancy. 
T1  lose  now  living  ai'e:  Merilield,  born  May 
28,  1880;  John  S.,  born  December  23,  1883; 
and  Frances  D.,  born  January  23,  1885. 

Mrs.  Phegley  is  a woman  of  unusual  in- 
telligence and  ability,  and  manages  her  large 
possessions  with  care  and  profit.  She  is  a 
useful  membe.r  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Her 
long  residence  and  business  ability  have  ren- 
dered her  well  known  throughout  her  com- 
munity, where  she  is  uni  versally  esteemed  for 
her  many  worthy  traits  of  chaiacter. 


F.  ALEXANDER,  a popular  and 
successful  real-estate  dealer  of  Gid- 
dings,  Texas,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
January  15,  1814,  son  of  Ad  ley  and 
Susan  (Alexander)  Alexander,  both  natives 
of  Mecklenberof,  North  Carolina.  The  father 
was  a farmer  and  died  at  an  early  age  from 
the  effects  of  a fall  from  a horse,  being  only 
twenty-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  mother  survived  him  many  years, 
living  to  the  great  age  of  eighty  eight,  and 
died  near  Giddings  in  1886. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  only 
child  and  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1872.  January 
1, 1839,  he  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Victoria, 
in  Victoria  county,  Texas,  his  nearest  neigh- 
bor being  twenty-eight  miles  away.  The 
country  was  wild,  all  kinds  of  game,  includ- 
ing deer,  turkeys  and  a few  buffalo  and  bear, 
roamed  over  the  vast  tracts  of  land  that  had 
nevei-  known  the  touch  of  plow  or  hai-row. 
In  1847  our  subject  settled  near  Evergreen, 
where  he  lived  ten  years.  This  jtlace  was 
then  in  Washington  county.  After  remain- 
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ilur  there  for  the  time  mentioned  he  move<i 

O 

within  !i  mile  and  a half  of  the  same  place, 
settling  on  a farm,  which  he  cultivated  for 
twelve  years.  About  tliis  time  he  began  to 
engage  in  land  speculation,  which  he  lound 
so  profitable  that  he  eventually  removed  to 
Giddings,  where  he  has  since  followed  the 
real-estate  business. 

]\Ir.  Alexander  was  married,  November  8, 
1836,  to  Miss  Louisa  Murphree,  daughter  of 
Steplien  Murphree,  and  they  had  four  sons 
and  one  daughter,  all  yet  living.  The  wife 
died  July  25,  1855,  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven 
years.  She  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  which  she  was  a devout 
and  active  worker.  After  twenty  years  our 
subject  married  again,  this  second  wife  being 
Mrs.  Saletha  Harrison,  who  died  in  1880, 
aged  sixty-two  years.  Our  subject  has  been 
a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  for  many  years, 
lie  does  not  take  very  much  interest  in  poli- 
tics, but  is  an  honest,- worthy,  public-spirited 
and  popular  man.  No  one  stands  higher  in 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  than  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a man  of  warm 
sensibilities,  firm  in  his  friendships  and  un- 
swerving in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  Few 
men  in  the  State  are  so  generally  admired 
and  liked  by  the  people  and  none  are  more 
deservedly  popular. 


J.  NELSON,  whose  history  is  here 
outlined  in  brief,  is  worthy  of  recog- 
nition as  one  of  the  prisoners  of  Will- 
iamson county.  resident  of  the 
State  since  1856  he  has  become  i<lentified 
with  many  early  events,  and  has  witnessed 
the  development  and  growth  of  the  frontier 
into  one  of  the  most  admirable  of  the  bril- 
liant galaxy  of  States.  ]\Ir.  Nelson  i.- 


a na- 


tive of  Swi^leu,  born  July  24,  1835;  he  was 
nnired  to  the  life  of  a farmer,  leai-ning  the 
habits  of  economy  and  industry  that  insure 
success.  Without  capital  except  the  energy 
bestowed  by  nature,  and  without  inheritance 
except  a good  name,  he  detennined  to  try  bis 
fortunes  in  the  New  AVorld.  He  embarked 
at  Gottenberg  in  company  with  bis  father’s 
family,  arriving  at  New  Orleans  by  way  of 
Boston,  and  continuing  the  journey  thence 
to  Texas.  The  father  located  four  miles  south 
of  Georgetown  in  Williamson  county,  and 
there  with  the  aid  of  his  son  developed  the 
most  excellent  tract  of  land  and  built  a home; 
they  labored  and  managed  together  with  inde- 
fatigable zeal  until  the  opening  of  hostilities 
between  the  North  and  the  South.  A.  J. 
Nelson  then  entered  the  Confederate  service, 
and  was  detailed  to  transport  supplies.  When 
the  war  was  ended  he  accepted  the  result  as 
a satisfactory  solution  of  the  great  problem, 
laid  aside  his  uniform  for  the  garb  of  a citi- 
zen,  and  resumed  his  former  occupation.  He 
was  extensively  engaged  in  the  live-stock  trade, 
which  he  was  conducting  with  much  profit, 
when  the  stringency  in  the  money  market  of 
1872  compelled  him  to  suspend  operations, 
though  without  loss.  He  afterwards  invested 
his  capital  in  real-estate,  and  turned  his  atten- 
tion especially  to  agriculture.  The  first  pur- 
chase of  land  was  a tract  of  450  acres;  six 
years  later,  in  1866,  he  made  an  additional 
purchase,  and  in  1871  bought  the  old  home 
place.  Of  late  years  he  has  been  feedinor 
cattle  for  the  market,  shipping  annually  from 
100  to  200  head.  His  landed  estates  aggre- 
gate 8,000  acres,  2,000  acres  of  which  are  in 
an  advanced  state  of  cultivation.  Reaping 
large  harvests,  he  does  not  dispose  of  a crop 
until  he  can  do  so  with  profit. 

The  fathei'  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the 
year  1802,  and  died  in  1884;  he  was  a man 
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of  sterling  worth,  ami  was  highly  respected. 
He  was  married  to  Emma  Hanson,  and  they 
reared  four  children:  Matilda,  wife  of  A. 

JS'ewlin;  A.  J.,  whose  name  heads  this  notice; 
August,  who  died  in  I860,  and  Lena,  wife  of 
A.  J.  Palm:  four  children  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  married  in  January  4, 
1870,  to  Hattie,  daughter  of  John  Nelson. 
She  was  born  in  1850,  and  at  the  aoe  of 
seventeen  years  came  to  Texas;  they  are  the 
parents  of  six  children:  Mary  B.,  Carl  A., 
Oscar  A.,  Elda,  Thomas  and  AYalter. 

Upon  the  organization  of  the  First  National 
IHnk,  of  Georgetown,  Mr.  Nelson  became  one 
of  the  heavy  stockholders,  and  was  elected 
Vice-president  of  the  corporation,  a fitting 
recognition  of  his  superior  ability  as  a finan- 
cier. Politically,  he  atfiliates  with  the  Dem- 
ocratic party;  in  his  religious  faith  he  adheres 
to  the  teachings  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

I^ENNETH  MURCHISOH,  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  and  pioneer  settlers  f 

j ^ Bastrop  county,  was  born  in  Travis 
^ county,  Texas,  December  17,  1841,  a 
son  of  Alexander  aiid  Mary  (Nicholson)  Mur- 
chison, natives  of  Horth  Carolina,  and  of 
Scotch  parentage.  The  parents  spent  four 
years  in  Tennessee,  and  in  1889  catne  by 
water  to  Texas,  landing  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Brazos  river,  at  what  is  now  known  as  Vel- 
asco. They  then  hired  ox  teams  of  a Mr. 
Moore,  and  landed  in  Travis  county,  in  June, 
1889.  At  that  time  only  a few  people  re- 
sided in  the  county,  and  their  daughter, 
Nancy  J.,  is  supposed  to  be  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Travis  county.  Mr.  Murchi- 
son erected  many  of  the  first  houses  in  Aus- 
tin, but  remained  in  that  city  oidy  a few 
years,  after  which  he  began  farming  on  Gil- 


den’s  creek.  Thi’ee  years  later  he  embarked 
in  the  manufacture  of  hats  in  Bastrop,  having 
been  a hatter  by  trade,  and  after  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  to  the  United  States  came  to 
Cedar  Creek.  He  followed  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1873.  Mr.  Murchison  did  not  participate  in 
the  war  of  1846,  but  was  a member  of  the 
minute  men  of  his  country,  and  took  part  in 
a number  of  engagements  with  the  Indians. 
During  his  residence  in  Cedar  Creek  the  In- 
dians were  very  troublesome.  During  the 
late  war  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  South, 
and  donated  of  his  means  to  support  the 
army.  At  that  time  he  owned  a large  body 
of  land,  an  immense  herd  of  cattle,  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  most  successful  raisers  of 
hogs  in  the  county,  and  furnished  the  Blind 
and  Insane  Asylum,  of  Austin,  with  pork. 
When  Mr.  Murchison  first  came  to  the 
county,  milling  was  done  on  the  San  Marcos 
river,  a distance  of  about  forty  miles,  and  it 
required  a week  to  make  the  trip.  Society 
was  of  rough  nature,  but  pure  and  honest, 
and  churches  and  schools  were  scarce.  A 
brother  of  Mr.  Murchison,  Daniel  Murchison^ 
was  one  of  Austin’s  very  first  settlers,  and 
was  a noted  land  locator.  After  the  Germans 
came  into  Texas  he  moved  to  New  Browns- 
ville, was  looked  upon  by  the  Germans  as  a 
leading  man,  and  located  most  of  their  land 
for  them.  He  afterward  married  a German 
lady,  and  his  death  occurred  in  that  county. 
During  the  war  he  was  a Union  man,  and  af- 
ter the  close  of  the  struggle  was  a member  of 
the  Reconstruction  Convention  of  Texas.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alexander  Murchison  Avere  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  five  of  whom  nrew  to 
years  of  maturity:  Isabella,  widow  of  II.  T. 

Holt,  and  a resident  of  this  county;  Mary 

' C.,  of  Georgetown,  is  the  widow  of  Dr.  J.  F. 

I DeBardlel)en ; Kenneth,  our  subject;  Peter, 
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deceased,  wliose  widow  resides  in  Bastrop 
county;  Alexander  J).,  also  of  tliis  county. 
The  mother  was  born  .Inly  8,  1804,  and  now 
lives  witli  lier  son,  aoed  eighty-eight  years. 
Her  mother  lived  to  be  about  110  years  of 

‘^ge- 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli,  Kennetii  Mur- 
chison, entered  the  army  at  tlie  age  of  nine- 
teen years,  joining  Company  B,  Seventli 
Texas  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Colonel  K. 
T.  B-  Allen,  and  later  under  Colonel  G.  AV. 
Joins,  Sr.,  of  Bastrop.  He  served  in  tlie 
Trans- Alississippi  Department,  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Mansfield  and  Pleasant  Hill, 
after  which,  with  Walker’s  brigade,  was  or- 
dered back  to  Texas.  Mr.  Murchison  was 
captured  at  Pleasant  Hill,  but  exchanged 
eleven  days  later,  for  Confederate  soldiers 
captured  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  after 
which  he  rejoined  his  command  at  Alexandria, 
Louisiana.  Previous  to  the  above  mentioned 
battle,  our  subject  took  part  in  several 
minor  engagements,  the  most  noted  being 
Milliken’s  Bend,  Louisiana,  where  Walker’s 
regiment  was  engaged  against  a regiment  of 
negroes.  He  was  elected  First  Lieutenant 
of  his  company,  and  surrendered  at  Clear 
Creek,  Texas.  On  entering  the  army  his 
company  comprised  125  men,  but  at  the  close 
of  the  struggle  only  thirty  of  the  original 
number  were  left.  After  returning  home 
Mr.  Murchison  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  remained  with  his  parents  until 
1870,  when  he  purchased  his  present  farm  of 
500  acres.  Only  forty  acres  of  the  place  was 
then  under  cultivation,  and  the  walls  of  Ids 
present  residence  were  then  standing.  The 
door  was  also  made  by  a Mr.  Litton,  with  a 
whip  saw.  Mr.  Murchison  has  150  acres  of 
his  place  under  cultivation,  and  is  engaged 
(piite  extensively  in  the  stock  business.  At 
the  opening  of  the  late  war  his  father  had 


10,000  head  of  cattle,  but  at  the  close  of  that 
struggle  only  a few  head  were  left,  which 
were  brought  from  Llano  county,  they  having 
been  taken  there  in  1857. 

Decemlier  24,  1868,  our  subject  was  united 
in  marrige  with  Miss  Maitlia  AVillmoth 
AVhite,  a native  of  Bastrop  county,  and  a 
daughter  of  Hamilton  and  Tabitha  (Hutchin- 
son) White,  natives  of  Virginia.  They  came 
to  Te  xas  in  1836,  were  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Bastrop,  and  also  resided  in  eastern 
Texas.  The  father  was  a noted  Indian 
Hghter  in  this  section.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  AIui'- 
chison  have  had  eight  children,  five  now  liv- 
ing: Peter  A.,  Celestia,  Nora,  Stella  and 

Kenneth.  Mr.  Murchison  is  a member  of 
the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Red  Rock  Lodge,  No. 
310. 


M rs.  SARAH  J.  WALKER,  is  the 
widow  of  AVilliam  AV.  AValker,  who 
- was  born  and  raised  in  Alabama.  He 
came  to  Texas  with  a sister,  Mrs.  P. 
Allen,  in  1836.  His  brother,  Martin  AValker, 
came  to  this  State  the  year  previous,  served 
in  the  Texas  revolution,  and  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  from  which  he 
never  fully  recovered.  He  made  his  home 
with  his  brother  the  most  of  his  life,  and  his 
death  occurred  in  March,  1889.  He  had  a 
small  estate,  which  he  left  to  his  brother’s 
children.  AVilliam  AV.  Walker  located  at 
Bastrop  when  that  place  contained  only  two 
houses,  and  the  second  night  after  his  arrival 
here  he  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  with 
an  Indian  arrow,  while  looking  after  his 
horses.  He  made  several  trijis  to  Houston 
in  the  freitrhtincr  business,  served  in  the 
ranging  sei-vice  for  a time,  had  many  skirm- 
ishes with  the  Indians,  and  experienced  all 
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the  hai'dsliips  ami  pi’ivations  of  pioneer  life. 
Mr.  Walker  coiitinutHl  farming  in  this  county 
until  18J:9,  and  in  that  year  went  overland 
to  California,  where  he  followed  freiohtinir 
and  mining  for  two  years,  returning  to  Bas- 
trop county  in  July,  1853.  Previous  to 
going  to  that  State  he  had  purchased  250 
acres  of  land  of  a Mr.  Chambers,  which  his 
brother  Martin  had  partially  improved  while 
he  was  absent.  After  returning  to  this 
county  he  began  farming  on  this  place,  where 
he  died  December  25,  1888. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Walker  is  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Mary  A.  (Apliu)  Stevenson, 
natives  of  Kentucky.  The  father  was  a son 
of  John  Stevenson,  who  moved  to  Missouri, 
where  he  afterward  died.  He  was  a Meth- 
odist minister.  James  Stevenson  came  to 
Bastrop  county,  Texas,  in  1852,  where  he 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  three  years, 
and  in  1885  purchased  land  and  located  in 
Hays  county.  His  death  occurred  in  that 
county  in  1865.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stevenson 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  namely: 
Celia  A.,  wlio  married  R.  Williams;  Sarah 
J.,  now  Mrs.  Walker,;  John  Y.,  a resident 
of  Kyle;  Joe,  of  West  Texas;  Constant  D., 
widow  of  L.  Collier;  Azariah  B.,  engaged  in 
the  Land  Office  at  San  Antonio;  William  L., 
of  Kyle;  Taylor,  a rancher  at  Fort  Stockton; 
Margaret,  wife  of  Thomas  Brudlove,  of  Drip- 
ping  Springs,  Texas,  and  Mary,  wife  of  B. 
Davis.  Mrs.  Stevenson  died  in  November, 
1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Walker  were  married  in  1854,  and 
reared  a family  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Annie  B.,  widow  of  E.  Watson  and  a resident 
of  Burleson  county;  Walter,  deceased  at  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years;  Eddie,  a farmer  | 
of  Caldwell  county;  Wellmam,  engaged  in  the 
same  occupation  in  Bastrop  county;  and 
Charlie,  William,  John,  Robert  E.,  and  i 


Viola,  at  home.  Mrs.  Walker  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  hei'  husband 
was  a member  of  the  Pi'esbyterian  Church. 

ALLANT  R.  DAVIS,  a retired  farmer 
( of  Elgin,  Bastrop  county,  was  born  in 
Georgia,  April  25,  1829,  a son  of 

^ T 

James  L.  and  Nancy  (Floyd)  Davis, 
natives  also  of  that  State.  The  father  was 
a farmer  and  minister,  and,  in  connection 
with  Parson  Trian,  organized  the  first  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Texas.  He  suljsequently 
moved  to  Limestone  count}',  and  his  death 
occurred  while  on  a visit  to  his  danghtei-, 
Mrs,  Clamp,  in  Georgetown,  Marcii  8,  1879. 
His  wife  died  in  January,  1878.  The  parents 
were  married  July  29,  1823,  and  lived  to- 
gether fifty-four  years,  six  months  and  fifteen 
days.  They  had  eight  children — Richard  W., 
the  eldest  in  order  of  birth;  Martha,  wife  of 
J.  E.  Sherrod;  Gallant  R.,  our  subject; 
Asena,  wife  of  Mr.  Clamp,  of  Georgetown ; 
Mary,  now  Mrs.  William  Stanley;  Sarah  J., 
wife  of  Giles  G.  Nantz;  Emma  E.,  now  Mrs. 
James  Detnovel,  and  Keziah  H.,  wife  of 
William  Cleveland. 

Gallant  R.  Davis,  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  came  with  his  parents  to  Texas  in 
the  fall  of  1838,  at  the  age  of  nine  years, 
locating  on  New  Year’s  creek.  They  spent 
the  following  three  y^ars  in  Rhodaville,  Fay- 
ette county,  lived  near  the  town  of  Travis, 
Austin  county,  for  a time;  purchased  and 
lived  on  a farm  six  years  in  Washington 
county;  spent  the  next  ten  years  in  Austin 
county;  two  years  in  Milam  county;  during 
the  years  of  1851-’52  was  at  Round  Rock, 
Williamson  county,  and  then  came  to  Bas- 
trop county.  During  all  these  moves  Mr. 
Davis  was  accompanied  by  his  father.  The 
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former  formei-ly  owned  a farm  eighteen  miles 
north  of  liastrop,  wliere  he  raise<l  a large 
family  of  children.  In  1887  he  came  to 
Elgin,  invested  liis  means  in  town  property, 
which  he  i-ents,  and  also  has  a good,  com- 
modious residence.  During  the  late  war 
Mr.  Davis  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Allen’s 
regiment,  in  the  Trans- Mississipi  J)epart- 
meut,  and  served  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana. 
During  the  march  from  this  State  to  Camp 
Nelson,  Arkansas,  in  August,  nearly  the  en- 
tire remment  became  sick.  After  lemaining 
ill  for  a long  time,  Mr.  Davis  received  a 
final  discharge,  and  returned  home,  hut  after 
recovering  his  health  served  on  detached 

O 

duty,  having  been  principally  engaged  in 
driving  beef  cattle. 

At  Kound  Rock,  Williamson  county,  in 
1852,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Emily  Pettijohn,  a daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Mary  Pettijohn,  natives  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  respectively.  The  pa- 
I'ents  located  in  Williamson  county,  Texas, 
in  1852,  but  afterward  came  to  Bastrop 
county,  where  the  father  died  in  1808.  The 
mother  departed  this  life  five  days  previous 
to  her  husband.  They  were  the  parents  of 
six  children,  viz:  John,  who  died  while  in 

service  in  the  late  war;  Emily,  now  Mrs. 
Davis;  Jacob,  who  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Shiloh,  returned  home,  and  died  at  Rock- 
dale, in  1892.;  Rachel,  deceased  in  1879,  was 
the  wife  of  B.  T.  Middleton,  who  served  as 
Captain  in  the  Civil  war,  and  died  at  Rock- 
dale, December  15,  1892;  Andrew,  also  a 
soldier  in  the  war;  and  Samuel,  a farmer  of 
Erath  county,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis 
have  had  nine  children,  six  now  living,  as 
follows:  Andrew  J.,  a farmer  of  Wichita 

county,  Texas;  Mary  A.,  wife  of  Dr.  E. 
Martin,  an  eminent  physician  of  Ivyh',  this 
State;  James  W.,  engaged  in  the  luml)cr 
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business  at  Manor;  Gallant  W.,  a stock- 
raisei'  of  Wyoming;  Nanny  D.,  wife  of  Rev. 
M.  T.  Mai'tin,  a minister  of  Mississippi,  and 
Dora  L.,  wife  of  B.  J.  Gresham,  a merchant 
of  Smithville,  Bastrop  county.  Mr.  Davis  is 
independent  in  his  political  views,  affiliates 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

j”  ICNRY  II.  GILLEY,  a promineiit  farm- 
er and  stock-raiser  of  Burleson  county, 
1 Texas,  was  born  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Brazos  river  in  this  State,  in  1846. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen,  before  he  had  any  edu- 
cational advantages  lie  entered  the  Con- 
federate  army,  enlisting  in  the  Second  Texas 
Infantry,  with  which  he  went  at  once  to  the 
front,  rendezvousing  in  west  Tennessee  and 
north  Mississippi,  reaching  them  in  time  to 
take  part  in  the  battle  of  Shiloh  and  the  en- 
gagement at  Corinth.  He  was  in  all  the  sub- 
sequent operations  to  the  investment  and  fall 
of  Vicksburg.  The  mettle  of  the  boy  soldier 
was  tried  many  times  duringthese  few  months, 
but  he  acquitted  him  self  worthily  on  all  oc- 
casions, and  more  than  once  received  the  com- 
mendation of  his  immediate  commander. 
AYhile  the  Federals  were  tunneilimj-  under 

D 

Vicksburg,  volunteers  were  called  for  upon 
one  occasion  in  the  vicinity  of  where  his  com- 
pany was  stationed,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tempting to  di.slodge  a party  of  workmen  who 
were  vigoi'ously  prosecuting  their  labors  just 
outside  the  Confederate  breastworks.  Young 
Gilley  offered  his  services,  and  for  four  days 
he  and  hi."  comrades  devoted  themselves  ener 
getically,  ami  finally  with  success  to  the  task 
of  routing  the  Federals.  After  the  fall  of 
Vicksbui'g,  young  tiilley  came  west  and  again 
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If  I STOUT  OF  TEXAS. 


entered  tlie  service  in  the  Trans- M ississip[)i 
nepartment,  sei’ving  in  tliis  department  until 
tlie  close  of  hostilities. 

The  war  over  he  began  freighting  between 
Galveston  and  interior  towns,  and  was  protit- 
ably  engaged  in  this  for  about  four  years, 
lie  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  stock 
business,  buying  and  driving  to  Ale.xandria, 
Louisiana,  then  the  great  cattle  market  of  the 
Southwest,  [le  followed  this  for  about  fif- 
teen years,  when  he  bought  his  present  farm, 
situated  five  miles  southwest  of  Caldwell, 
which  he  stocked  and  at  once  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Since  that  date  he  has  ac- 
tively and  energetically  carried  on  these  two 
pursuits  together.  lie  has  about  400  head 
of  cattle,  350  head  of  sheep  and  other  stock 
in  proportion,  and  produces  the  average  yield 
of  general  farm  products,  of  which  cotton 
and  corn  are  the  chief  staples.  Mr.  Gilley’s 
farm  is  one  of  the  best  located  places  in 
Burleson  county,  lying  well  with  respect  to 
water,  timber,  drainage,  market  and  other 
conveniences,  and  is  above  the  average  in 
point  of  general  improvements.  His  resi- 
dence, occupying  an  eminence  of  more  than  a 
hundred  feet  above  the  general  surroundings, 
commands  a fine  view  of  the  farm  as  well  as 
of  the  country  for  several  miles  around.  Mr. 
Gilley  is  devoted  strictly  to  his  daily  pur- 
suits, giving  but  little  attention  to  public 
matters.  He  interests  himself  in  matters  of 
general  concern  to  the  farming  community, 
and  lends  a helping  hand  to  all  movements 
calculated  to  stimulate  industry  or  in  any  way 
henefit  the  cause  of  husbatidry.  Improved 
methods  of  agriculture,  immigration  of  de- 
sirable settlei's,  public  schools  suppoi'ted  by 
State  government,  the  observance  of  law,  the 
preservation  of  ordei’,  a fosteiing  of  a moi'al 
and  religious  feeling,  and  the  general  interest 


of  society,  find  in  him  a ready  advocate  and 
willing  helper. 

January  12,  1800,  ]\[r.  Gilley  married  Miss 
N.  E.  Brymer,  a daughter  of  A.  R.  and 
Ashtie  Brymer  and  a sister  of  William  Bry- 
mer, in  whose  sketch,  which  appears  in  this 
volume,  will  be  found  the  facts  in  reference 
to  Mrs.  Gilley’s  ancestry.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilley  have  had  nine  children,  the  two  eldest 
of  whom  were  twins  and  died  in  infancy. 
The  others  are;  Heniietta,  now  deceased; 
William  Edwai-d,  John  C.,  Emma,  Harold, 
Maggie  and  Annie. 

The  religious  connection  of  the  family  is 
with  the  Methodist  Church.  Mr.  Gilley’s 
father,  the  Rev.  Hays  B.  Gilley,  was  for 
many  years  an  active  minister  of  this  church, 
and  was  widely  known  in  central  and  south- 
ern Texas.  Reference  to  him  will  be  found 
in  tbe  sketch  of  Thomas  F.  Gilley,  which  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

’ 'xn/i/h~ 

DEN  J . W 0 R L E Y,  of  Rockdale, 
Milam  county,  is  a son  of  Aden  and 
Mary  (Burden)  Worley.  The  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  William 
Worley,  came  from  Ireland  to  America,  lo- 
cating in  North  Carolina.  He  took  part  in 
the  struggle  for  independence,  and  lived  to 
the  age  of  ninety-five  years.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  ATilliam  Worley,  was  a sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  1812,  and  raised  his  family 
in  North  Carolina.  Aden  Worley,  8r.,  was 
born  in  that  State  in  1801,  after  attaining 
I his  manhood  moved  to  Georgia,  was  there 
J married,  and  after  the  birth  of  his  third  child 
! removed  to  Bandolph  county,  Alabama.  In 
1850  they  came  to  the  Lone  Stai-  State, 

I stopping  for  a short  time  in  Panola  comity, 
j and  then  located  in  Pp-shur  county,  where 
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the  mollier  died  in  1803  and  the  father  in 
1807.  They  wei-e  tlie  parent.s  of  eleven  cliil- 
dren,  namely:  Nant;y,  now  Mrs.  Thomas 

AVeaver,  of  Upshur  county;  John  W.,  of 
Arkansas;  America  T.,  now  Mrs.  Riley,  of 
Wheelei-,  Upshur  county;  J.  M.,  of  Milam 
county;  Aden  J.,  our  subject;  Mary  M.,  wife 
of  D.  L.  Berry,  of  Milam  county;  Sarah  J., 
Cynthia  A.  and  Martha  J.,  deceased;  and 
Rebecca  T.,  wife  of  Samuel  Patrick,  of  Parker 
county,  Te.xas. 

Aden  J.  Worley  was  born  in  Randolph 
county,  Alabama,  February  1,  1845,  where 
he  passed  his  boyhood  days.  In  1859  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  Texas.  In  1804  he 
joined  the  Confederate  army,  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Fort  Jerusha,  Louisiana,  in 
Company  H,  Eighteenth  Texas  Infantry,  a 
consolidated  rerriment,  and  saw  immediate 
action.  They  were  surrounded  by  a Federal 
force  15,000  strong,  under  General  Banks, 
and  after  a desperate  resistance,  during  which 
the  little  band  of  500  killed  more  than  they 
i! limbered,  they  were  compelled  to  surrender. 
Ml-.  Worley  was  taken  prisoner,  and  remained 
at  the  Picayune  Cotton  Press  prison  until 
J Illy  14,  when  he  was  exchanged  and  re- 
turned home.  A short  time  afterward  he 
again  joined  his  command  at  MonticeJlo, 
Arkansas,  and  at  Camden  witnessed  the  trial 
and  execution  of  Captain  Grimes  for  alleged 
treason.  Mr.  Worley  was  paroled  at  Hemp- 
stead. In  1868  he  came  to  Milam  county, 
locating  four  miles  from  the  present  site  of 
Rockdale,  where  he  remained  until  1873. 
In  that  year  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
ten  miles  from  this  city,  but  in  1892  he 
moved  to  Rockdale.  Politically,  he  athliates 
with  the  Democratic  ]iarty,  and,  socially,  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd- Fellows 
orders. 

Ml-.  AVoiley  was  married  in  Upshur  county. 
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Texas,  June  20,  1865,  to  Alary,  a daughter 
of  Augustus  Bishop.  To  this  union  have 
been  boi-n  eleven  children,  viz.:  Eliza,  now 
Airs.  P.  J.  Gillespie,  of  Rockdale;  Martha, 
wife  of  J.  AI.  Field,  of  Alilam  county ; James, 
at  home;  Lulu,  now  Mrs.  W.  AV.  Clark,  of 
this  county;  Aden  O.,  deceased;  Ivey,  John, 
Emma,  Prank,  Ola  and  George  at  home. 
I he  family  are  Methodists  in  their  religious 
belief. 


F-'  R iV  N K C L E AI  E N T,  a farmer  and 
stock  raiser  of  Milam  county,  is  a son 
— of  John  and  Sarah  (VA^alker)  Clement. 
The  first  member  of  this  family  in  America, 
Pope  Clement,  came  as  a stowaway  from 
rj-ance,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Stephen  Clement,  was  raised  in  North  Caro- 
lina, and  died  in  Tennessee.  John  Clement, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and  raised 
in  Granville  county.  North  Carolina,  but 
when  a young  man  went  to  Tennessee.  He 
was  married  in  Dickson  county,  that  State, 
in  1829,  and  a short  time  afterward  located 
in  AlcUairy  county,  where  he  died  in  1890. 
He  was  a well-informed  man,  took  a great 
interest  in  politics,  voted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  was  a prominent  secessionist, 
and  a leading  worker  in  the  Alethodist 
Church.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  Nelson  AA^alker,  was  a soldier  under 
Jackson  in  the  war  of  1812,  and. was  orig- 
inally from  A^irginia.  Air.  and  Airs.  Clement 
had  six  children:  Frank,  our  subject;  Eliz- 
abeth, now  Airs.  Short,  of  Jackson,  Tennes- 
see; Nancy  and  Sarah,  deceased;  Brunette, 
now  Airs.  Jester,  of  Chester  county,  Tenne.s- 
see;  and  Susan,  also  of  that  county.  The 
mother  liied  in  1859,  at  the  age  of  fortv-two 
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years.  The  fatliei-  afterward  iiiarrie<l  a ^liss 
Jester,  and  tliey  had  two  children,  "iily  one 
of  whom  is  now  living. 

Frank  Clement  wois  horn  in  McNairy 
comity,  Tennessee,  October  8,  1831.  He 
was  employed  as  a carpentei'  in  his  native 
State  until  1859,  and  in  that  year  canie  to 
Titus  county,  Texas.  Ten  yeai'S  later  he 
located  on  his  present  place  in  Milam  county, 
ten  miles  west  of  Rockdale,  where  he  now 
has  550  acres,  150  acres  cultivated.  In  ad- 
dition to  general  farming,  he  has  also  given 
considerable  attention  to  stock-raising.  Mr. 
Clement  is  independent  in  his  political  rela- 
tions, and,  socially,  is  a Master  Mason,  a 
member  of  Rockdale  lodge,  also  of  the  Odd- 
Fellows,  K.  of  H.  and  the  Tv.  L.  of  II. 

In  McNairy  county,  Tennessee,  Ueceinber 
20,  1854,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Martha  Bryant.  They  have  had  ten  children, 
namely:  Lillian  B.,  wife  of  J.  II.  Bonds,  of 
Milam  county;  A.  J.,  a graduate  of  Vander- 
bilt College,  practiced  law  in  Cameron,  Texas, 
one  year,  and  died  of  typhoid  fever;  Frank, 
of  Cameron;  Annie,  deceased,  was  a teacher 
in  the  public  schools;  William  K.,  attending 
the  Georgetown!  University ; George  C.,a  law 
student;  Samuel  J.,  attending  the  Huntsville 
Normal  School;  Jack  B.,  Mattie  and  Jones 
W.  at  home. 

B\  II.  YOhlNG,  a farmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Williamson  county,  was  born 

^ in  DeAVitt  county,  Texas,  May  1,  1848, 

a sou  of  11.  R.  and  Celina  AV.  (^Bird)  A^'ornig. 
The  fatlier  was  born  in  AVai'ren county,  Missis- 
sippi, in  1800,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
male  child  born  in  thatcminty.  The  mother 
was  born  in  North  Carolina,  on  I)ecenibei- 
24,  1811.  The  pai-euts  woi'e  married  in  Mi.--- 


sissippi,  and  came  to  Texas  in  an  early  day, 
when  the  Indians  were  still  numerous.  Air. 
You  no  was  wounded  in  the  Indian  iicrht  at 

O 

Pepper’s  creek,  and  also  took  part  in  many 
other  battles.  After  locatino-  in  DeAVitt 
I county,  he  assisted  in  the  tounding  of  York- 
town,  was  a leader  in  Ids  political  party,  and 
at  one  time  served  as  County  Judge  of  Go- 
liad county.  His  principal  occupation  was 
farmino  and  stock-raisino-,  and  after  his  chil- 
dren  had  left  home  he  came  to  AVilliamson 
j county,  where  he  lived  with  his  son.  His 
I death  occurred  on  November  4,  1883.  Mr. 

! and  Airs.  Young  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  viz.:  Martha,  who  married 
George  Hubert,  who  died  in  the  army,  and 
j she  now  resides  in  Gonzales  county;  Maggie 

A. ,  wife  of  W.  R.  D.  Stockton,  a Alethodist 
minister  of  Belton,  Texas;  Mary,  who  was 
first  married  to  AVilliam  Clements,  and  after 
his  death  she  married  Joe  Denson,  she  also 
is  now  deceased;  Betsey,  wife  of  L.  F.  Hurt, 
a farmer  of  Williamson  county;  Ann,  who 
married  Edd  Denson  and  is  now  dead;  and 

B.  H.,  our  subject. 

The  last  named  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
Goliad  county  when  an  infant,  where  his  mother 
died  in  1851.  In  1855  he  was  taken  to  Gon- 
zales county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
was  reared  to  farm  life.  At  the  ao-j  of  eight- 
een  years  he  found  employment  in  the  cattle 
business,  in  driving  to  Shreveport,  Louisiana, 
and  Kansas.  In  18G7  he  made  his  head  - 

j 

quarters  in  Williamson  county,  but  did  not 
permanently  locate  here  until  1809,  and  in 
that  year  bought  the  land  where  he  now  re- 
sides. He  has  since  added  to  his  orifrinal 
purchase,  and  100  acres  of  the  farm  is  nndei- 
a fine  stafe  of  cultivation,  a part  of  which  In- 
rents.  Mr.  Y oung  is  giving  special  atten- 
tion to  the  improvement  of  his  slock,  having 
a j»remium  Pereheron  horsi',  a fine  animal. 
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JJis  farm  and  residence  are  located  ahoiit  one 
mile  from  the  village  of  ('orn  Hill. 

Mj".  ^^)llnl>•  was  manned  in  1S70  to  Miss 
Kvaline  I )oimel I,  who  was  horn  in  this  county, 
Aiianst  lS5o,  a daughter  of  S.  W.  and 
Martha  (Wilson)  Donnell,  natives  (jf  Tennes- 
see. The  parents  came  to  Texas  in  18o0, 
where  the  father  died  in  1880,  and  his  wife 
in  Afarch,  1873.  Oiir  sii!)ject  and  wife  have 
eight  ^hildi-en,  namely:  Nanny  L.,  born 

April  0,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  li.  N.  O’Neal,  a 
farmer  of  AV^illiamson  county;  Hattie,  horn 
Decemher  5,  1875,  is  at  home;  Hetty,  horn 
January  14,  1878;  Annis,  Kehniary  4,  1883; 
Maggie,  March  10,  1885;  Harnet  Ih,  Janu- 
ary 15,  1887;  Virga,  J idy  27,  1880;  and 
Willena,  Decemher  11,  1801.  Mr.  Young 
takes  a leading  part  in  Democratic  j)olitics, 
hut  never  aspires  to  public  office.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  inemhers  of  tlie  Methodist 
Epi.'copal  Church. 

D\^R.  a.  C.  ISAACS,  a retired  physician 
I and  a prominent,  prosperous  fanner  of 
— ' Milam  county,  was  horn  in  Lincoln 
county,  Tennessee,  November  10,18^20.  Jlis 
parents,  Ahrahatn  Y.  and  Agatha  (Durford) 
Isaacs,  were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Georgia, 
respectively.  They  were,  however,  residents 
for  many  years  of  Tennessee,  where  their  par- 
ents were  early  settlers.  The  mother  died  in 
Tennessee  in  1838,  aged  forty-two,  and  the 
father  in  Texas  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  They  belonged  to  the  plain,  sul>stan- 
tial,  farming  class  of  citizens,  having  suffi- 
cient wealth  to  give  their  children  reasonably 
good  educational  advantages;  liad  an  appre- 
ciation of  these  op[)ortunities,  as  well  as  manv 
of  the  higher  graces  of  life.  4'hey  had  two 
sons  and  seven  daughters,  all  of  whom  at- 


tained maturity,  hut  only  three  are  now  living. 
The  older  son,  Solomon  H.,  was  for  some 
years  a ju-ominent  and  successful  lawyer  of 
Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  where  he  was 
assassinated  in  his  office  about  1840.  All 
the  daughters  hut  two  are  dead,  Lucinda  Me- 
Cown  and  Maria  Kincaid,  both  livino  in 
Texas. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in 
his  native  county  in  Tennes.see,  spending  his 
boyhood  and  youth  on  the  home  farm  and 
! enjoying  the  benefit  of  such  schools  as  were 
I in  reach,  his  literary  education  being  obtained 
mainly  at  a local  academy  in  Madison  county, 

I Alabama,  near  which  he  lived.  He  selected 
medicine  for  his  profession  when  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  at  once  began  reading  under 
Dr.  Robert  Forbes,  of  Limestone  county.  Ala- 
ham?,  with  whom  young  Isaacs  spent  the 
greater  part  of  two  years.  He  afterward  took 
a course  of  lectures  at  the  Louisville  (Ken- 
tucky) University,  and,  on  completing  his 
studies,  settled  for  practice  in  Lincoln  county, 
Tennessee,  where  he  was  engaged  in  profes- 
sional duties  between  two  and  three  years. 

Having  married  in  the  meantime,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  Texas,  which  had 
but  shortly  before  been  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  was  offeriim  ffatterino:  induce- 
ments  to  energetic  and  ambitious  young  men 
of  all  professions  and  business  callings.  He 
moved  to  that  State  in  1851,  settling  in  Lavaca 
county,  where  he  invested  what  means  he  had 
in  land  and  at  once  began  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  the  prosecution  of 
Ills  farming  interests.  He  prospered  for  ten 
years,  both  as  a physician  and  farmer,  until 
the  outlireak  of  the  late  war,  when,  with  the 
geiuM'al  diffsolution  of  the  business  interests 
of  the  counti-y,  not  only  his  planting  o]»era- 
tions  subsidl'd  in  a considerable  measure,  but 
! his  practice  also  suffered  severely.  His  ef- 
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forts,  however,  wt-re  muliminislied,  and 
tIii-oii<rliont  tli(‘  tronliloiis  times  nf  18(>l-’(io 
lie  devoted  his  entire  energies  to  relieving  tlie 
wants  of  the  families  of  Confederate  soldiers 
and  to  prodneing,  from  the  fruitful  fields 
iimler  his  supervision,  the  sinews  of  war. 
On  aceonnt  of  his  professional  attainments, 
his  executive  ability  and  his  general  stand- 
ing in  the  community,  he  was  the  mainstay 
of  a large  number  of  people  in  the  locality 
where  he  lived.  Ijiit  witli  the  enforcement 
of  the  proclamation  of  emancipation  and  the 
great  drainage  of  resources  necessitated  by 
the  war,  Dr.  Isaacs  found  himself  at  the 
close  of  liostilties,  like  thousands  of  others, 
stripped  of  almost  all  his  property  and  placed 
practically  wliere  he  had  begun  ten  years  be- 
fore. Converting  what  he  had  into  money, 
he  moved  in  1866  to  Milam  county,  setTling 
at  Cameron,  where  he  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  continued  to  reside  there,  en- 
gaged in  active  professional  duties,  until 
1873.  Having  in  the  meantime  bought  land, 
he  settled  on  it  in  tlie  last  named  year,  and 
since  then  has  given  his  attention  almost  ex- 
clusively to  his  farming  interests.  He  is 
now  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful 
farmers  of  Milam  county,  owning  3,000  acres 
of  land,  more  than  one-third  of  which  is  in 
cultivation,  and  all  of  which  is  susceptible  of 
it,  which  produces  well  of  the  staple  prod- 
ucts, corn  and  cotton. 

He  has  always  allied  himself  with  the  in- 
terests and  influences  favorable  to  the  farm- 
ing community,  and  has  been  recognized  as  a 
champion  of  the  rights  of  the  agricultural 
class  in  all  movements  affecting  their  welfare. 
He  has  been  active  at  different  times  in 
j)olitics  and  has  been  honored  with  official 
trusts.  He  represented  Milam  conntvin  the 
fifteenth  Legislature-- the  first  general  as- 
sembly following  the  date  of  the  adoj)fion 


I of  the  present  constitution. — ami  took  part 
; in  the  important  legislative  proceedings  in- 
I cidental  to  the  inauguration  of  the  present 
judicial,  fiscal  and  economic  system.  Up  to 
within  a few  years  Dr.  Isaacs  always  afiiliated 
with  the  Democratic  party  and  was  always 
loyal  to  its  princij)les,  as  enunciated  in  its 
platforms  and  olficia!  organs;  but  he  has  of 
I late  become  dissatisfied  with  the  old  party, 
and  has  elected  -on  .several  occasions  to  pnr- 
I sue  an  independent  coui'se  with  reference  to 
pending  issues.  In  1892  he  was  made  the 
nominee  of  the  People’s  party  for  the  State 
j Senate,  and,  although  defeated,  made  a good 
j race  and  won  considerable  popularity  among 
the  people  of  this  section. 

Dr.  Isaacs  is  a man  of  strong  personality, 
accustotned  to  doino  his  own  thinking  and 

^ O 

fearless  in  the  expression  of  his  views.  His 
standing  in  the  community  where  he  lives  is 
of  the  first  order,  and  he  has  many  friends. 
Even  those  who  differ  from  him  widely  in 
matters  of  opinion  respect  him  for  his  devo- 
tion to  what  he  believes  to  he  rio-ht,  and  for 
the  courage  and  earnestness  with  which  he 
maintains  his  views. 


P.  DEVER,  proprietor  of  a livery, 
feed  and  sale  stable  of  Georgetown, 
was  born  in  Texas,  June  22,  1838, 
a son  of  William  Dever,  a native  of  North 
Carolina.  The  father  left  his  native  State 
at  the  age  of  sevcTiteen  years,  and  in  1824 
located  on  the  Prazos  river,  near  the  town  of 
Washington,  Texas.  He  was  a member  of 
Houston’s  army,  and  would  have  pai-ticipated 
in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  but  durincr  that 
time  was  sent  up  tlu^  rivei'  to  move  all  the 
families  east  of  the  P.razos.  He  was  a pi'omi- 
nent  Indian  fighter,  took  an  active  part  in 
the  Mexican  war,  as  a scout, and  was  one  of  a 
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company  sent  to  tlie  relief  of  General  Fan- 
nin, the  cominaiKler  of  the  Alamo,  but  that 
city  fell  before  the  company  could  get  to 
their  lelief.  Mr.  Dever  was  married  in 
Te.xas,  to  M iss  Catherine  Earley,  a native  of 
Missouri.  Two  of  her  brothers  served  as 
privates  through  the  IMexican  war.  Thomas, 
formerly  Sheriff  of  his  county,  recently  died 
in  California;  and  John,  died  of  a cancer,  in 
Washington  county,  Te.xas,  in  the  ’70s.  Mi-, 
and  Mrs.  Dever  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  viz.:  Sinia,  who  was  first  married 

to  Jerome  Parter,  and  after  his  death  she 
married  J.  M.  Martin;  Mancy,  deceased,  was 
the  wife  of  George  Kessee;  Mary,  wife  of  \N . 
W.  Henley,  of  George*town;  W.  T.,  our  sub- 
ject; Sarah,  deceased  at  the  age  of  ten  years; 
Fannie,  who  died  at  the  same  age;  Nathan, 
who  married  Rebecca  Foster,  and  resides  at 
Bren  ham,  Texas;  John,  deceased  when 
young;  and  Alice,  also  deceased.  The  mother 
died  in  18G6,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  and  the 
father  in  1868,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  Both  were  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

W.  P.  Dever,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  en- 
listed in  the  late  war  in  1861,  in  Company 
B,  Perry’s  regiment,  Captain  Whorton’s  com- 
pany, and  served  under  Sydney  Johnston, 
General  Bragg  and  Joseph  E.  Johnston.  He 
took  part  as  a cavalryman  in  all  engagements 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  at  one  time 
had  a horse  shot  under  him,  but  was  never 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner.  He  never  re- 
ceived a furlough  during  the  war,  and  did 
valiant  service.  After  the  close  of  the  strug- 
gle Mr.  Dover  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  Washington  county,  Texas, 
until  1800.  In  the  following  year  he  {mr- 
chascil  the  livery  business  of  W.  W. 
Dim  mitt,  since  which  time  he  has  been  ; 
extensively  and  successfully  engaged  in  j 


that  occupation.  He  also  owns  a small 
farm  near  this  city. 

Mr.  Dever  was  married  in  1866,  to  jMiss 
Lulu  Clay,  a daughter  of  Tacitus  Clay,  at>d  a 
relative  to  Henry  Clay.  Mi-s.  Dover’s 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  McCrary, 
was  a relative  of  the  Congressman  of  the 
same  name.  Our  subject  and  wife  have  had 
fourteen  children,  as  follows:  Mary  Beli, 

widow  of  Johnston  Bell,  and  has  one  child, 
Willie  Johnston;  Willie  Clay,  who  died  in 
1889,  aged  twenty-one  years;  Tacitus,  a 
farmer  of  Colorado;  Kate,  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  Nathan  Hendley,  engaged  in  husi- 
ness  with  his  father;  Clay,  a trader  of  stock 
in  Washington  county;  Annie  Corine  and 
Pearl,  pupils  of  the  Southwestern  Univer- 
sity; Tula,  Inis  and  Hallie  W.,  attending 
the  public  school;  Pharis,  deceased  at  the 
age  of  six  years;  Vivia,  at  home;  and  one 
deceased  in  infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dever 
are  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  Our 
subject  stands  high  as  an  honorable,  honest, 
worthy  and  well-to-do  citizen. 


Tf^  G.  SETTLES,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Igll  Williamson  county,  is  a son  of  Micajah 
Jr^  and  Sallie  (Ford)  Suttles.  The  Suttles 
' family  were  of  English  descent,  and 
came  to  the  colony  of  Virginia  in  a very  early 
day.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  living 
there  at  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
in  which  he  served  as  a private  soldier. 
After  the  close  of  the  struggle  he  moved  to 
Georgia,  took  an  active  [>art  in  the  settlement 
of  that  State,  and  le  1 many  ex[)editions 
a<>-ainst  the  Indians.  At  one  time  he  was 

O 

taken  prisonei'  by  the  Cherokee  ti-ibe,  but 
escaped  while  his  four  guards  were  a.sleep. 
This  fact  is  mentioned  in  a histoi-y  of  that 
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time.  Mr.  Siittles  finally  located  in  De 
Kalb  county,  Georgia,  where  he  ni-sided 
until  death.  Micajah  Siittles,  the  father  oF 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Elbert  county,  that 
State,  where  he  lived  his  entire  lifetime, 
dying  in  1846,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years.  Me  had  sixteen  childreti,  fourteen  of 
whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  and  nine 
are  now  living,  as  follows:  Harriet,  wife  of 
liarnet  Geta,  of  Chambers  county,  Alat)ama; 
Lucinda,  now  Mrs.  Jesse  Sewell,  and  a resi- 
dent of  Coweta  county,  Georgia;  Charlotte, 
wife  of  John  Roberts,  of  Fulton  comity, 
Georcfia:  Lennie,  who  resides  with  her  brother 
in  that  comity,  Rhoda,  wife  of  Willis 
Roberts,  of  Paulding  county,  Georgia;  Wiley 
and  J.  13.,  of  Fulton  comity;  A.  G.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  Joseph,  of  Fulton 
county,  Georgia.  The  mother  died  in  1835. 
Mr.  Suttles  was  the  owner  of  a large  estate, 
and  was  a Whig  in  his  political  views,  but 
never  aspired  to  public  office.  The  Ford 
family  are  of  French  descent,  and  were  also 
originally  from  Virginia. 

A.  G.  Suttles  was  born  in  De  Kalb  county, 
Georgia,  March  10,  1830,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  came 
to  Williamson  county,  Texas,  where  he  now 
owns  980  acres  of  good  land,  200  acres  under 
cultivation.  In  1861  he  enlisted  for  service 
in  the  late  war,  in  Company  E,  Captain 
Wiley’s  Company,  Jones’  Regiment,  and  was 
first  ordered  to  Pensacola.  Two  months 
afterward  they  went  to  Virginia,  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Harper’s  Ferry,  after  which 
his  term  of  enlistment  expired,  and  he  re- 
turned home.  Ml-.  Suttles  afterward  rejoined 
tlie  army,  entering  Leyden's  Artillery,  and 
did  considerable  fio-htim'-  nndei-  Gemn-al 
Humphrey  ^Marshall  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee; 
one  year  later  was  sent  to  Virginia,  where, 
under  General  McCozlin,  he  pai-ticijiated  in 


the  battles  of  New  River  Fridge  and  Lynch- 
buro;  thence  to  Richmond,  and  remained 
thei'c  with  Lee’s  army  until  the  surrender, 
takinrr  part  in  the  eno-aoements  at  Chancel- 
lorsville,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg,  Rich- 
mond and  Petersburg.  He  surrendered  with 
Lee  at  Appomattox.  Mr.  Snttles  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  his  political  views;  socially,  is  a 
Master  Mason  and  a memljerof  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows order;,  and  religiously,  affiliates  with 
the  IMissionary  Baptist  Ch.urch. 

In  the  fall  of  1866,  in  Williamson  county, 
onr  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mr.s. 
Norvell,  nee  Martha  Anderson,  who  was 
born  in  -lackson  county,  Tennessee,  in  1833. 
She  came  with  her  parents  to  Texas  in  1839, 
settling  in  Bastrop  county.  The  father,  a 
farmer  and  stock  raiser  by  occupation, 
died  in  the  spring  of  1842,  and  the  mother 
departed  this  life  when  Mrs.  Suttles  was 
eigliteen  months  old.  The  latter  was  first 
I married  in  Bastrop  county,  in  1850,  to 
j Samuel  Norvell,  who  died  in  Williamson 
county,  Texas,  in  1863. 


SP.  STUBBLEFIELD,  a farmer  of 
\ Williamson  county,  is  a son  of  Wil- 
liam  and  Agnes  (Etridge)  Stubblefield, 
of  Welsh  descent.  The  father  was  born  and 
raised  in  Oglethorpe  county,  Georgia,  was 
left  an  orphan  at  an  early  age,  after  which  he 
lived  with  Stephen  Potts.  In  young  man- 
hood he  went  to  Dallas  county,  Alabama, 
where  he  met  and  married  the  mother  of  our 
sul'ject  in  1815.  The  latter  died  in  1826, 
and  the  father  afterward  married  a Miss 
Smitli,  and  they  then  came  to  Texas,  locating 
near  Gaines'  Landing,  on  the  Sabine  river.  A 
few  months  aftcrwiird  they  went  East,  stop- 
jiing  in  Mississippi,  intending  to  ret\irn  to 
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Al:il)aiii;i,  but  uliile  there  met  old  aequaiut- 
aiice.s  oil  the  road  in  Yazoo  county,  and  with 
others  located  claims  iii  that  county.  Mr. 
Stubblefield  died  there  in  1858.  lie  was 
one  of  the  most  prominent  planters  in  Mis- 
6issi[)pi,  was  a Whin  in  his  political  views, 
a Presby teriati  in  faith,  and  a man  of  wide 
iiitlueiice.  By  his  first  mandate  he  had  si.\ 
children,  viz.:  Elizabeth,  deceased;  Marlin,  of 
Yazoo  county,  Mississippi;  IJenry,  a farmer 
of  that  county;  Francis  A.,  deceased;  Stephen 
1’.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  David,  of 
Yazoo  county,  Mississippi.  To  the  last  union 
were  born  nine  children, — John,  deceased; 
Sarah,  wife  of  ii.  11.  Griffin,  of  Colorado, 
Texas;  Calvin,  who  died  in  the  army;  Simon, 
a resident  of  the  old  homestead  in  Y'azoo 
county;  Allen,  deceased;  Iona,  wife  of  a Mr. 
Dixon;  and  Mary,  of  Y^azoo  county.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  1875. 

S.  P.  Stubblefield  was  boru  in  Dallas 
county,  Alabama,  August  13,  1824,  and  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  Yazoo  county,  Missis- 
sippi. In  June,  1846,  he  enlisted  for  ser- 
vice in  the  Mexican  war,  entering  Company 
A,  Jeff  Davis’  Regiment.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Monterey  and  Buena  Vista, 
and  was  wounded  in  the  right  hand  at  the 
last  named  battle,  and  now  draws  a pension. 
His  brother  Henry  was  also  wounded  in  the 
same  engagement.  Mr.  Stubblefield  lived  in 
Y'azoo  county,  Mississippi,  from  1831  to 
1852,  during  the  following  eleven  years  was 
engaged  as  overseer  on  the  large  plantations 
along  the  Mississippi  river,  in  1863  was 
obliged  to  refugee  to  Columbia  company, 
Arkansas,  in  1870  came  to  Liberty  Hill, 
Texas.  After  locating  here  he  followed  the 
mercantile  business  until  1881,  and  in  1883 
moved  to  his  present  farm  of  170  acres, 
located  on  the  north  fork  of  the  Gabriel,  .-six- 
teen miles  west  of  Georgetown.  Ninety 


acres  of  the  farm  is  under  a fine  state  of  cul- 
tivation, ami  the  remainder  in  tind)er  land, 
lie  also  has  a good  gin  on  the  ])lace.  In  his 
political  relations,  Mr.  Stubblefield  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party;  socially,  is  a 
Master  Mason,  a member  of  Liberty  Hill 
Lodge,  No.  443;  and  is  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

In  1850,  in  Yazoo  county;  Mississippi, 
our  subject  was.  united  in  marriage  with 
Eliza  Russell.  She  died  in  1852,  and  in  the 
same  year  he  married  Sarah  Russell,  a sister 
of  his  first  wife,  and  they  have  had  eleven 
children,  seven  now  living, — Clayton,  with 
his  father;  Marlin,  of  Williamson  county; 
Fannie  Amada,  wife  of  George  Lincecum, 
also  of  this  county;  Zelina,  wife  of  W.  G. 
Griffiths,  of  Williamson  county;  W.  Oscar, 
of  Y^azoo  county,  Mississippi;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  L.  G.  Lincecum,  of  Williamson  county; 
and  Sadie,  at  home. 

LPHEUS  S.  MASON,  a successful 
farmer  of  Williamson  county,  was 
born  in  Mecklenburg  county,  Morth 
Carolina,  April  27,  1839.  TheYIason 
family  located  in  Virginia  in  early  times,  and 
continued  to  reside  in  thatState  until  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject  married  and  moved  to 
North  Carolina,  making  a settlement  on  the 
Catawba  river.  There  Colonel  C.  C.  Mason, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1818. 
He  was  married  to  Ylargaret  Carothers  in 
1836,  and  continued  his  residence  in  that 
State  until  1850,  when  the  fatnily  removed  to 
Tennessee.  The  following  year  they  came  to 
Texas,  and  for  two  years  resided  in  Austin, 
when  a final  settlement  was  then  made  on  the 
Bagdad  prairie.  Colonel  Mason  died  there 
May  5,  1865.  He  was  a man  of  strong  per- 
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.soiKility,  anil  did  iniicli  fui'  tlie  coinunity  in 
whicdi  he  lived.  He  was  a liberal  supporter 
of  the  Pi’esbyterian  Clinrcli,  and  a member 
of  the  Masonie  fraternity.  Mr.  and  Mr.s. 
Masoti  bad  five  ebildren:  David,  deceased; 
Alpliens  S.,  our  subject;  Lon,  wife  of  Dr.  A. 
N.  Graham,  of  Lampasas;  John  IL,  deceased; 
and  C.  C.,  of  Travis  county.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  Xoidh  Carolina,  in  1848,  and 
in  1850  the  father  married  Mary  J.  Carothers, 
wlio  still  survives.  They  had  seven  children, 
viz.:  J.  N.,  a resident  of  Leander,  Texas; 
Margaret  J.,  wife  of  J.  II.  Fanliion,  also  of 
that  city;  Addie  Ih,  deceased;  Pinckney,  de- 
ceased; Nancy,  deceasrd;  Gnssie,  deceased; 
and  Lelle,  wife  of  Dr.  T.  II.  Locke,  of  Lean- 
der. 

Alpheus  T.  Mason,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  has  followed  merchandising  quite  ex- 
tensively in  this  county,  but  his  chief  occu- 
pation has  been  that  of  farming.  In  1806  he 
located  on  the  site  of  his  present  liome,  where 
he  has  800  acres,  200  acres  of  which  is  under 
a cTood  state  of  cultivation.  In  addition  to 
the  home  tract,  he  also  owns  other  farms,  ag- 
gregating 1,000  acres.  Mr.  Mason  answered 
to  the  call  of  his  country  in  1862,  and  en- 
listed as  a private  in  Company  A,  Morgan’s 
Battalion  of  Cavalry,  and  served  in  the 
Trans-Mississippi  Department.  During  the 
last  year  of  the  war  he  was  a member  of  the 
Quartermaster’s  Department.  He  participat- 
ed in  the  battles  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Yellow 
Bayou,  Mansfield,  in  Bank’s  expedition,  and 
saw  the  lamented  General  Greene,  of  Texas, 
killed.  In  his  political  relations,  Mr.  Mason 
is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  for  a number  of  yeai’S  has 
served  as  Snpei'intendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school. 


In  Williamson  county,  September  15, 
185U,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mar- 
garet J.  Carothers.  They  had  six  children, 
viz.:  Clabe  S.,  a farmer  of  Leander,  Texas; 
Della,  wife  of  L.  F.  Chapman,  a hardware 
mei'chant  of  Georgetown ; Thomas,  telegraph 
operator  for  the  Austin  et  Xorthwestern 
Pailroad,  at  Fairland,  Texas;  Nora,  Lou  and 
AVilliam,  at  home.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  Noveniber  15,  1889.  She  was  a zeal- 
ous Chi-istian  lady,  and  devoted  to  her  hus- 
band and  children. 

C.  C.  Mason,  a brother  of  A.  S.  Mason, 
and  a resident  of  the  same  neiohborhood,  was 
born  February  25,  1847.  He  was  too  young 
to  piarticipate  in  regular  service  during  the 
late  war,  but  was  a member  of  the  State  mil- 
itia. Mr.  Mason  owns  300  acres  of  land  in 
this  county',  110  aci-es  cultivated,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-rais- 
illfr. 

He  was  married  January  1,  1867,  to  Sarah 
J.,  a daughter  of  M.  J.  Wells.  They  have 
had  ten  children,  namely:  MaiJin  J.,  deceas- 
ed; James  N.,  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  store  of  Jesse  Humble;  and 
F.  Crotis,  S.  Zora,  C.  Carl,  E.  Fay,  Lorenzo, 
D.  Maggie  and  D.  Ernest,  at  home.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  February  9,  1891. 
She  was  a member  of  and  an  active  worker  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  a woman  of 
many  graces  of  character.  Mr.  Mason  is  also 
a member  of  that  church,  and  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party. 

ILLIAM  ML  MORRIS,  the  leadirur 
merchant  of  Corn  Hill,  Williamson 
county,  was  born  in  .\i-kansas,  No- 
vember 1,  1856,  a son  of  Rev.  Samuel  and 
Virginia  (AVade)  Mori-is,  the  former  a native 
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of  Arkaiisas,  and  the  latU'r  of  Alal)aina.  The 
father  was  eii>>;aj);ei]  as  a Methodist  minister 
many  years,  and  his  last  chai-oe  was  in  Mc- 
J^ennan  county.  The  parents  reared  a family 
of  four  cliildren:  William,  onr  subject;  Lncy, 
wife  of  G.  W.  Kinchelo,  a merchant  of 
Eruceville,  Texas;  Emily,  wife  of  C.  G.  Brat- 
ton, a merchant  of  Coosa;  and  John,  a AVest- 
crn  Union  telegraph  operator  at  Kansas  City. 

William  AV.  Morris,  the  subject  of  Biis 
sketch,  came  with  his  parents  to  Texas  in 
1808,  locating  first  in  Cherokee  county, 
where  his  mother  died  in  1870.  In  the  same 
year  he  went  to  Hill  county,  where  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools,  and  completed 
his  education  at  Georcretown.  In  1878  Mr. 

O 

Morris  returned  to  Hill  comity,  where  he 
improved  a farm,  but  in  the  following  fall 
he  sold  his  place  and  came  to  Corn  Hill, 
AVilliamson  county.  He  continued  farming 
and  stock-raising  here  until  1887,  when  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  trade,  and  is  now 
the  oldest  and  leading  merchant  of  the  place. 
Since  residing  in  this  county  he  has  served 
as  Deputy  Sheriff  four  years. 

Mr.  Morris  was  married  in  the  fall  of 
1878,  to  Alice  King,  who  was  born  in  Corn 
Hill,  February  17,  1858,  a daughter  of  Judge 
J.  E.  King,  of  Belton,  Texas,  and  a grand- 
daughter of  Isaac  Bunker.  Tlie  hitter  oh- 
tained  the  certificate  of  the  league  of  land  on 
which  Corn  Hill  is  now  located,  for  services 
rendered  the  State  before  annexation.  J.  E. 
King  married  a Miss  Bunker,  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  remaining  heirs,  and  came  in 
possession  of  the  above  mentioned  land, 
where  he  made  a large  farm  and  laid  off  and 
named  the  town.  He  moved  to  Salado,  Texas, 
in  1873,  to  educate  his  children,  and  five 
years  later  returned  to  his  farm.  Since  1890 
lie  has  resided  in  Belton.  Mi-.  King  is  a 
]>ublicspirited  man,  has  given  land  for 


churches,  colleges,  etc.,  and  has  served  as 
County  . I iidge  ami  in  many  other  jiositions. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Moi-rie  have  six  children; 
do.seph  K.,  born  September  18,  1S81;  Samuel 
1)..  February  24,  1883;  AV'^.  AV'^.,  June  18, 
1885;  Alice  S.,  October  5,  1887;  John  E., 
ill  January,  1889;  ami  Jackson,  March  1, 
1891.  Air.  Alorris  affiliates  with  the  1.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  is  a Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  botli  he  and  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Alethodist  Church. 

HDREAV  HAMILTON,  a successful 
farmer  of  AVilliamson  county,  is  a son 
of  Ninian  and  Sarah  (Woods)  Hamil- 
ton. The  grandfather  our  subject, 
Ninian  Hamilton,  was  a native  of  Scotland, 
and  came  to  this  country  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  he  served  as  Captain  of 
a company.  After  the  close  of  the  struggle 
he  located  in  Kentucky,  where  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  and  raised.  AVhen  a 
young  man  the  latter  went  to  Alissouri,  was 
among  the  e-arly  pioneers  of  that  State,  was 
married  in  St.  Louis  county,  in  1802,  and  his 
death  occurred  there  in  1845.  His  wife  de- 
parted this  life  in  1870.  Air.  and  Mrs.  Hamil- 
ton were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  all  of 
whom  are  now  deceased  but  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  and  one  brothers,  Thoma  AV.,  of 
Roekport,  Texas. 

Andrew  Hamilton  was  born  in  St.  Lonis 
county,  Alissouri,  February  21,  1827,  and  re- 
mained at  home  until  reaching  manhood.  In 
1853  he  located  on  his  present  farm  of  400 
acres  in  AVilliamson  county,  Texas,  situated 
at  the  head  of  Dry  Brushy  creek,  four  miles 
west  of  Leander,  where  he  has  200  acres 
under  good  e.nlti vation.  All-.  Hamilton  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


In  liis  political  relations,  lie  alliliates  with  the 
Denioci’atic  party,  socially,  is  a Matter 
Mason,  ami  leligioiisly,  a nieiiihei'  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  St.  Louis  county,  Missouri,  October  1(1, 
1851,  oiu'  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Elizabeth  J.  Schillino;,  a native  of  Ger- 
many,  who  came  to  America  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years.  They  have  had  nine  children  ; 
Thoifias  T.,  of  Leander,  Texas;  Sarah,  deceas- 
ed, was  the  wife  of  Thomas  C.  Gaines;  John 
G.,  w'ho  resides  near  his  father;  Louisa,  widow 
of  a Mr.  Sperlin,  and  she  is  now  at  home; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Williamson,  re- 
sides near  her  father;  Christopher  C.,  of 
Leander;  Andrew  G , and  Emmett  at  home. 


T’T  UGII  K.  McDonald,  one  of  the 
1^  pioneer  citizens  of  Bastrop  county,  was 
II  born  in  North  Carolina,  February  8, 
' 1816,  a son  of  John  McDonald.  When 

about  five  years  of  age,  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  father  to  Tennessee,  and  was  raised 
in  Maury  and  Giles  counties,  that  State.  In 
1851  he  came  to  Texas,  and  for  the  followino- 
sixteen  years  was  engaged  in  running  a ferry, 
saw  and  gristmill  at  Bastrop.  During  the 


Civil  war  he  was  not  engaged  in  active  ser- 
vice, but  spent  most  of  the  time  in  buying 
cattle,  etc.,  for  the  Confederate  army.  After 
the  close  of  the  struggle  Mr.  McDonald  was 
exclusively  engaged  in  the  sawmilling  in- 
dustry for  some  time.  He  sold  his  ferry  in 
1867,  his  mill  in  1871,  and  in  1868  came  to 
his  present  location,  on  Hill’s  Prairie,  where 
he  has  500  acres  of  land.  Mr.  McDonald 
never  sought  public  preferment  at  the 
hands  of  the  people,  although  he  was  for 


many  years  one  of  the  city  fathers  of  Bastrop. 

In  1842  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Gill,  a daughter  of  Thomas 


and  8allie  (Williamsj  (Jill,  |)i()ueer  .-settlers  of 
J'euiiessee.  Mr.  and  McDonald  had 

seven  children,  viz. : J.  T.,  the  eldest  in  ordei’ 
of  birth;  Mary  C.,  wile  of  II.  W.  Brown,  of 
Bastrop  county;  James  K.  B.,  deceased; 
Samuel  II.,  of  this  county  ; II  u ghE  .;  and  two 
who  died  when  small.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  1881,  having  been  a member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Mr.  McDonald  alHliated 
with  Gamble  Lodge,  No.  244,  and  was  also  a 
member  of  B'astrojj  Chapter,  No.  95.  He 
departed  this  life  March  16,  1893,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-seven . 

John  T.  McDonald,  a son  of  the  above, 
and  a farmer  and  stockman  of  Bastrop  county, 
was  bom  in  Mai'shall  county,  Mississij)pi, 
December  6,  1843.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  this  city.  During  the 
late  war  he  was  a member  of  Company  F, 
Seventeenth  Texas  Infantry,  under  Captain 
E.  P.  Petty,  and  in  the  regiment  commanded 
first  by  Colonel  Allen  and  afterward  by  Col- 
onel G.  W.  Jones.  He  served  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department,  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Milliken’s  Bend,  Louisiana,  and 
many  skirmishes,  and  was  discharged  at 
Hempstead. 

After  returning  home  Mr.  McDonald  was 
engaged  with  his  father  in  the  ferry  and  saw- 
mill, later  followed  farming,  and  in  1870 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Hill’s 
Prairie.  He  continued  that  occupation  fifteen 
years.  In  1887  he  came  to  his  present  farm 
of  215  acres,  130  acres  of  which  is  under  a 
line  state  of  cultivation.  In  1890  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald was  elected  County  Commissioner  of 
Precinct  No.  2,  Bastrop,  and  re-elected  in 
1892  by  the  people  of  the  same  precinct. 

He  was  married  in  1868,  to  Miss  Ella  B. 
Betty,  a daughter  of  Captain  E.  P.  and  Mar- 
garett  E.  (Binner)  Betty.  The  parents  re- 
moved from  Tennessee  to  Texas  in  1851,  lo- 
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eating  in  r.astroj)  comity,  where  tlie  i'atlier 
was  a jironiinent  attorney.  Jtefore  tlie  war 
he  was  enoaifed  in  the  T)ractiee  of  tlie  leoal 

~ i O 

profession  with  ex-Congressnian  G.AV^.  Jones. 
Ca[)tain  I’otty  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Pleasant  Hill,  Louisiana,  in  18G4:.  Ilis  widow 
now  i-esides  with  her  son.  Van  A.  Petty,  of 
Hardin  county,  Te.xas.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Petty 
had  four  children : Ella  P.,  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject; Cyr  Prank,  of  Louisiana;  Don  G.,  a 
resident  of  Poyce,  Louisiana;  and  Van  A. 
The  sons  are  engaged  in  the  sawmill  business 
in  tliis  State  and  Louisiana.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
McDonald  have  liad  eight  children,  viz.: 
Petty,  W.  T.  (deceased),  Idel,  Mary  E.,  Hugh 
A.,  Prank  G.,  James  E.,  and  one  deceased  in 
infancy.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDonald  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  the  former 
affiliates  with  the  A.  P.  & A.  M.,  Gamble 
Lodge,  No.  244,  and  Bastrop  Chapter,  No.  95. 


\ILLIAM  BIIYMER,  a successful 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Burleson 
county, Te.xas,  residing  near  Ilooker- 
ville,  was  born  in  Bradley  county,  Tennessee, 
in  1888.  His  father,  A.  R.  Brymer,  also  a 
native  of  that  State,  was  born  in  1813,  and 
was  a son  of  William  Brymer,  who  was  like- 
wise born  there  in  1774,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five.  The  latter  was  the  father 
of  seven  children:  John;  A.  R. ; William; 
Joseph;  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Hooper; 
Elvina,  who  became  the  wife  of  a Mr.  Stub- 
blefield; and  Jatnes.  A.  R.  Brymer,  father 
of  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch,  was  reared  in 
Tennessee  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation. 
In  1847  he  removed  to  Texas  and  settled, 
first,  in  Titus  county,  where  he  made  one 
crop,  and  afterward  in  Burleson  county,  lo- 
cating in  the  vicinity  of  Huokerville,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death.  He  was  a success- 


ful man,  and  left  at  his  death  a small  citate 
to  hischildren.  He  tilled  the  office  of  County 
Commissioner  in  Bui’leson  county  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  ami  made  an  honest,  capable  and 
faithful  official.  In  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat, and  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife’s 
maiden  name  was  Vashti  Hopkins.  Shedied 
after  the  family  moved  to  Burleson  county, 
having  been  for  many  years  a consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a pious, 
good  woman.  The  children  of  this  woi'thy 
couple  were:  Sarah  Caroline,  who  married 
N.  M.  Thornton;  Rhoda,  who  became  the 
wife  of  J.  W.  Browder;  Dialtha,  married 
Jack  Albriglit;  William;  John;  and  Mary, 
wifeof  Mr.  Bowdenhammer,  of  Burnet  county, 
Texas;  Ellen,  who  married  Jim  Siddal;  Ten- 
nessee, who  married  Dr.  V.  P.  Armstrong, 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

William  Brymer,  the  subject  proper  of  this 
sketch,  was  a lad  of  eight  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Burleson  county,  and  his  youth  was 
passed  on  a farm  in  this  county.  Por  a few 
years  after  growing  up  he  was  engaged  in 
freighting  from  Houston  to  interior  points  in 
central  and  northern  Texas,  going  as  far  as 
Fort  Worth,  which  was  then  one  of  the  fron- 
tier towns  of  the  State.  But  his  chief  pur- 
suits in  earlier  as  well  as  in  later  life,  were 
farming  and  stock-raising.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  late  war,  he  entered  the  Confederate 
army,  enlisting  in  Company  A,  Seventeenth 
Te.xas  Infantry,  with  which  he  served,  mainly 
in  the  Trans-Mississi[)pi  Department,in  Texas, 
Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  and  took  paid  in 
most  of  the  larger  battles  that  were  fought  in 
those  States,  among  which  were  the  engage- 
meuts  incidental  to  Banks’  Red  river  cam- 
paign, except  the  light  at  Jenkins’  Perry, 
where,  on  account  of  temporary  disability,  he 
was  serving  on  detail. 
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On  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Brymer  re- 
turned home  and  engaged  in  farming.  He 
l)egan  by  renting  land,  but,  as  soon  as  he  was 
able,  he  purchased  a small  tract,  consisting  of 
100  acres,  to  which  he  has  added  from  time 
to  time  until  Ids  holdings  now  amount  to  850 
acres,  about  100  acres  of  which  is  under  cul- 
tivation. Mr.  Brymer  gives  some  attention 
to  stoclv-raising,  and  is  an  industrious,  thrifty 
and  well-to-do  farmer. 

In  1861  he  married  Miss  Frances  Lucas,  a 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  William  Lucas,  a .well- 
known  and  highly-respected  Baptist  minister 
of  Burleson  county.  They  had  four  children : 
AVilliain  E.,  Eula  Lee;  Leonard,  deceased,  and 
Fannie.  The  devoted  wife  and  mother  died 
in  1875,  followed  by  the  regret  of  all  who 
knew  her,  her  many  estimable  qualities  hav- 
ing gained  for  her  universal  respect  and 
affection.  In  1877  Mr.  Brytnerwas  married 
to  Miss  Frances  Hilliard,  daughter  of  John 
Hilliard,  of  Trinity  county,  east  Te.xas.  Tlie 
children  of  this  marriage  are:  Wade,  Mabel, 
Bertie,  Ethel,  Grace,  Garnet,  Myra  and  Dud- 
ley P. 

Mr.  Brymer  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
a member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
community,  and  is  prompt  to  aid  any  meas- 
ure tending  to  its  advancement,  either  tna- 
teriadly  or  morally. 


El)  ROOK  C.  DUMAL,  a farmer  of  Bas- 
In  trop  county,  was  born  in  Robinson 
— ^ county,  Tennessee,  December  1,  1848, 
a son  of  James  C.  and  Mary  R.  (Wilkins) 
Duval.  The  Dural  family  were  among  the 
very  early  settlers  of  Virginia,  where  the 
fathei-  of  our  subject  was  born.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Le.vington  Medical  College,  of 


Lexington,  Ketitncky,  and  immeiliately  began 
practice  in  Tennessee,  whei-e  his  father  had 
'moved  when  a boy.  In  December,  1855,  Mr. 
Dnval  came  to  Bastrop,  Texas,  where  he 
abandoned  the  practice  of  medicine  ami  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
continued  the  latter  occupation  until  death, 
which  occurred  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  During  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Dnval  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  South,  and  in  the 
early  part  of  that  struggle  joined  the  Texas 
State  troops,  where  he  served  until  the  war 
closed.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Duval,  all  lived  to  years  of  matur- 
ity: Mary  A.,  wife  of  C.  L.  Morgan,  of  Lam- 
pasas, Texas;  Brook  C.,  our  subject;  Mel- 
vina,  wife  of  W.  T.  Higgins,  of  Bastrop; 
Bettie  H.,  who  married  James  H.  Robinson, 
of  Corsicana;  Annie  L.,  of  Bastrop;  Amer- 
ica, wife  of  John  Carroll,  of  Hubbard  City; 
and  Wilkins  and  Ella,  of  Bastrop.  Mrs. 
Duval  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  She  was  a member  of  the  Christian 
Church  for  many  years,  and  always  took  an 
active  ititerest  in  church  affairs. 

Brook  C.  Duval,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
attended  the  schools  of  Bastrop,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  entered  Baylor  Univer- 
sity, of  Waco,  graduating  at  that  institution 
in  1869.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming  on  his  father’s  farm,  and  he 
now  cultivates  300  acres  of  Colorado  river 
bottom  land.  He  gives  special  attention  to 
the  raising  of  cotton  and  corn. 

In  1881  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  B.  Higgins,  who  was 
born  in  Basti-op,  Texas,  in  1861,  a daughter  of 
Jacob  C.  Higgins.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Duval  have 
had  three  children,  only  the  youngest  of 
whom  is  now  living,  Hugh  IL,  boni  March 
1,  1884.  Our  subject  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Duval  takes 
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an  active  interest  in  the  political  issues  of  the 
day,  is  a stanch  Democrat,  is  an  honored  and 
I'espected  citizen,  and  lias  been  a consistent 
Christian  from  childhood. 


T.  STARNES,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Georo;etown,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin  county,  Tennessee,  November 
19,  1S49,  a son  of  Jienjamin  C.  and  Temper- 
ance J.  (Kniglit)  Starnes,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  that  State.  Thefatlier, 
a fanner  by  occupation,  was  a soldier  under 
General  Scott  in  the  Mexican  war,  served  as 
a [U'ivate  twelve  months,  and  was  in  many  of 
the  leadino;  battles  under  that  o;eneral. 
While  in  the  army  Mr.  Starnes  contracted  a 
disease  from  whicli  he  died  in  1857,  acred 
thirty-four  years.  He  had  been  a member  of 
tlie  Methodist  Churcli  for  many  years.  Mrs. 
Starnes  is  still  living,  aged  sixty-one  years. 
She  came  to  Texas  in  1882,  and  has  been  a 
resident  of  Georgetown  since  1887.  She  has 
been  a member  of  the  Methodist  Church 
since  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  her  life  lias 
reflected  the  power  and  beauty  of  a Christian 
character  in  relation  to  her  family,  the  church 
and  the  different  communities  in  which  she 
has  lived.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starnes  had  five 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
One  son,  John  A.,  is  engaged  in  the  grain 
and  feed  business  in  Georgetown. 

W.  T.  Starnes  followed  farming  in  Ten- 
nessee until  tw'enty-one  years  of  age,  when 
he  located  on  a farm  in  Travis  county,  Texas. 
P''our  years  later  he  returned  to  Tennessee, 
and  took  charo;e  of  his  grandfather’s  farm, 
Renjamin  B.  Knight,  eighteen  months  after 
which  he  located  on  a farm  in  AV'^illiamson 
county,  Texas.  In  1887  Mr.  Starnes  began 
reading  law  under  W.  O.  Baker,  of  this  city. 


was  admitted  to  the  bai-  in  July,  1888,  after 
which  he  immediately  began  the  practice  of 
his  chosen  profession.  In  November  of  that 
year,  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  re- 
elected in  1890,  and  airain  in  1892. 

In  ISSl  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  E.  Ray,  a daughter  of 
Ezekiel  M.  Ray,  a farmer  living  south  of  San 
Gabriel.  To  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children:  Calvin  Ray,  William  Lovett,  Mert 
H.  and  Mary  Beulah.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Starnes 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The 
former  is  also  Junior  Warden  of  the  Masonic 
order,  and  Past  Grand  of  the  I.  O.  O.  E.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Democratic 
pai-ty,  and  is  numbered  among  the  highly  es- 
teemed and  valued  citizens  of  the  county. 
Since  coming  to  this  county  Mr.  Starnes  has 
been  identitied  with  its  development  and 
progress,  and  is  now  one  of  its  prominent 
and  prosperous  citizens. 

OSEPH  W.  ROBERTSON,  ail  attorney, 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Makemson  & 
Robertson,  of  Georgetown,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Democratic  Executive  Com- 
mittee, was  born  in  Roane  county,  Tennes- 
see, October  6,  1849.  His  parents  were  Dr. 
James  R.  and  Mary  A.  (Hunt)  Robertson, 
who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Tennessee.  The  father  was  a 
physician  and  a local  minister  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  South.  He  had  an 
extensive  practice  in  Roane  county,  Ten  nes, see, 
for  many  years,  and  was  well-known  and 
highly  respected  in  sev'eral  counties  in  that 
portion  of  the  State.  As  a minister  he  diil 
much  good,  having  been  not  only  talented, 
but  was  a man  of  signal  devotion  and  ])iety. 
He  was  a man  of  intellectual  force,  puni  life. 
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and  exerted  a wide  iridiieiiee  for  good 
wherever  he  was  known.  Mr.  Kobertson 
died  April  Id,  18G1,  the  day  Fort  Snmtei- 
was  bombarded,  aged  fifty-one  years,  llis 
wife,  born  November  1,  1814,  is  still  an 
honored  resident  of  Taylor,  Te.xas.  She  has 
been  a member  of  the  church  for  neaidy  half 
a century,  and  witli  eyes  nndimmed  and  voice 
unbruken,  slie  still  remains  a workinir  mem- 
ber  now  as  in  former  years.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children:  Colonel  John  W. 
Kobertson,  formerly  an  attorney  of  Austin, 
died  June  30,  1892,  aged  fifty-one  years; 
he  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church; 
his  wife  now  resides  in  Randolph  county, 
Missouri;  Maggie  T.,  who  died  in  Johnson 
county,  Missouri,  in  1879,  was  the  wife 
of  George  AV.  Webster;  she  was  a devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
Joseph  AV.,  our  subject,  was  the  next  in  order 
of  birth;  James  H.  is  an  attorney  practicing  in 
this  State,  but  at  present  is  Judge  of  the 
District  Court;  has  held  the  office  of  District 
Attorney  four  consecutive  terms;  he  married 
M iss  Susie  Townsend,  of  Austin,  Texas; 
Nannie  E.,  wife  of  Daniel  Moody,  of  Taylor, 
Texas,  is  a member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church;  AVilliam  F.,  an  attorney  of 
that  city,  married  Miss  Anna  Dowling; 
Mary  R.,  is  married  and  resides  in  Austin, 
Texas;  slie  also  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South. 

Joseph  AA^.  Robertson,  the  subject  ot  this 
sketch,  attended  the  country  schools  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  also  an  academy  at  Sweetwater, 
that  State.  After  leaving  school  he  began 
the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1872,  and  immediately  began  practice 
in  Sweetwater.  In  1884  he  came  to  AVill- 
iamson  county,  Te.xas,  and  in  June,  1886, 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpircd  term  as 
County  Attoj'iiey,  having  been  elected  to  the 


same  office  in  the  fall  of  that  yeai-.  He  held 
that  position  until  November,  1888,  since 
which  time  he  has  attended  to  his  [)rofessiou. 
Mr.  Robertson  is  a member  of  the  State 
Democratic  Executive  Committee  for  the 
Twentieth  Senatorial  district.  In  1890  lie 
entered  into  partnership  with  Colonel  AV.  Jv. 
JNfakemsou  in  the  j)ractice  of  law.  Mr. 
Robertson  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church  South,  of  the  Masonic  order,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  the 
public  welfare  generally. 

He  was  married  January  7,  1875,  to  Miss 
Amelia  E.  Spillman,  of  Monroe  county,  Ten- 
nessee. Her  death  occurred  in  Georgetown, 
Texas,  October  24,  1888,  at  the  ageofthirtys 
three  years.  She  had  been  a devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church  South  for  many 
years.  Our  subject  is  one  of  the  leading  at- 
torneys of  the  county,  has  worked  his  own 
way  through  life,  is  a faithful  student,  \vell 
read,  and  is  a member  of  a leading  law 
firm  of  this  portion  of  the  State.  He  deserves 
much  credit  for  the  position  he  has  reached 
in  his  profession.  Among  the  attorneys  of 
the  of  the  State  who  possess  business  ability, 
energy,  integrity,  enterprise  and  good  know- 
ledge of  his  profession,  Mr.  Robertson  well 
merits  a place. 

CAPTAIN  AVILLIAM  A.  YOUNG, 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  Bastrop 
^ county,  was  born  in  AVinchestcr, 
Franklin  county,  Tennessee,  December  25, 
1831,  a son  of  James  AV.  and  Isabella 
(Trigg)  Young,  natives  of  Loudoun  county, 
Virginia,  and  Lexington,  Kentucky.  They 
were  married  in  Tennessee.  The  father  was 
a slave-owner  ami  farmer  in  that  State,  and 
his  death  occurred  in  Texas,  in  1885.  His 
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wife  de[)artc<l  this  life  in  1804.  Mr.  ami 
Ml’S.  Yomior  liad  twelve  children,  all  Imt  two 
of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  three 
still  survive — W.  A.,  onr  subject;  Mark  H., 
and  Josephine,  wife  of  Mat  Anderson,  of 
Bastrop  county. 

AYilliam  A.  Youn^  was  educated  principally 
in  Winchester,  Tennessee,  and  commenced 
life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  as  a merchant  in  that  city.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war  he  was  engaged 
in  the  wholesale  and  retail  grocery  business 
at  Larkensville,  Alabama.  Espousing  the 
cause  of  the  South,  he  joined  Company  K, 
Fourth  Tennessee  Cavalry,  May  9,  1802, 
entering  as  a private.  He  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Pine  mountain  and  Richmond, 
was  wounded  in  the  fleshy  part  of  the  back 
of  the  head  in  a skirmish  at  Flat  Bock,  and 
was  forced  to  abstain  from  active  service  for 
a month.  Mr.  Young  ne.xt  took  part  in  the 
raid  after  General  Straight  through  Alabama 
and  Georgia,  and  by  a little  strategy  460 
Confederates,  under  General  Forrest,  captured 
2,200  United  States  soldiers.  For  meritor- 
ious conduct  Mr.  Young  was  promoted  to 
First  Lieutenant  of  Comj^any  K.  After  ar- 
riving in  Rome,  Georgia,  General  Forrest 
allowed  his  tired  and  sleepy  soldiers  only 
twenty-four  hours’  rest,  when  he  mounted 
and  started  on  a raid  throno-h  west  Tennessee, 
and  they  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Jackson, 
Humboldt,  etc.  At  Parker’s  Roads  General 
Forrest  suffered  defeat,  and  the  next  encraore- 
ment  of  iniportance  was  Chickamauga,  wdiere 
our  subject  was  wounded  ou  Monday,  the 
last  day  of  the  battle,  on  account  of  which 
he  was  forced  to  the  rear,  also  spending  a 
time  in  the  ho.spital.  One  month  later  he 
rejoined  his  command  at  Knoxville,  and  the 
Foui’th  Tennessee  was  then  ti’ansferred  to 
Gabriel’s  Brigade,  d’hey  then  took  part  in 


the  siege  of  Knoxville,  next  fought  General 
Burnside  at  Dandrige,  where  Captain  Young 
was  wounded  for  thethii’d  time,  and  thus  was 
forced  from  his  command  for  eight  months. 
During  the  absence  of  the  Captain  from  his 
company,  the  regiment  was  i-eorganized  in 
Virginia,  under  General  Johnston,  but  after 
returning  from  Genei’al  Hood’s  disastrous 
raid  through  Tennessee,  Lieutenant  Young 
was  elected  Captain  of  his  company.  The 
last  battle  in  which  Captain  Young  partici- 
pated was  on  the  Danville  road  in  Virginia. 
The  battle  waxed  hot,  the  Confederates  and 
Federals  mixing  in  a hand-to-hand  encounter. 
Captain  Young’s  right  hand  was  still  in  a 
sling,  he  being  obliged  to  use  his  left  in  guid- 
ing his  horse  and  to  fire  his  pistol,  yet  in  that 
condition  he  managed  to  tire  twelve  rounds 
from  his  revolver.  He  was  finally  obliged 
to  beat  a hasty  retreat,  and  would  undoubt- 
edly have  been  killed  but  for  the  prompt 
action  of  a negro  woman,  who  opened  the 
gate  and  gave  him  access  to  the  barn,  where 
he  fired  at  every  bluecoat  that  presented  him- 
self, until  the  appearance  of  General  John- 
ston’s infantry.  The  latter  put  to  flight  the 
Federal  troops,  and  released  the  cavalry,  who 
had  been  for  some  time  in  one  of  the  most 
stubbornly  contested  skirmishes.  Gabriel’s 
Brigade  was  then  returned  to  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  and  were  made  the  special 
escort  of  President  Davis  and  the  special 
train  containing  Mrs.  Davis,  Bragg,  Lub- 
bock and  Benjamin  to  Washington.  AVhile 
crossing  the  river  General  Gabriel  informed 
President  Davis  that  General  Johnston  had 
surrendered  the  army.  The  gold  and  silver 
was  in  whisky  barrels  and  boxes,  the  gold 
containing  from  810,000  to  $15,000  per  box. 
All  was  emptied  on  the  gi’ound,  and  a 
division  was  intended  and  partly  made,  when 
General  Bi’own's  Bi’igade  of  United  States 
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troo|)S  came  across  the  river  and  took  cliai'^e 
of  tlie  prisoners,  as  well  as  the  money. 
Captain  Younvf  had  received  $00  in  gold 
and  $25  in  silver  for  his  services,  and  just  at 
the  time  when  General  Brown’s  troops  came 
he  placed  $5  more  in  liis  pockets,  and  thinks 
he  could  easily  have  obtained  all  he  could 
carry.  TherG  were  lifteen  wagons  (with  from 
four  to  six  mules  attached)  tilled  with  gold 
and  silver,  and  all  lying  on  the  ground.  The 
prisoners  were  finally  taken  to  the  city  and 
discharged,  and  three  days  later  the  officers, 
numbering  100  in  all,  placed  themselves  under 
the  direct  order  of  General  Gabriel,  and 
traveled  to  Tennessee,  where  they  separated. 
Captain  Young  finally  reached  home,  after 
many  escapes  from  death  from  bushwhack- 
ing parties  still  in  the  country.  lie  tlien 
returned  to  the  place  of  surrender,  as  the 
United  States  officer  in  command  had  signi- 
fied his  willincrness  to  turn  over  all  the 
horses  captured  and  retained  that  could  be 
identified  by  the  Captain  or  officers  in  com- 
mand of  the  company  at  the  time  of  the 
surrender.  Captain  Young  recognized  sixty 
head,  for  which  he  received  protection  papers, 
and  returned  them  to  the  men  of  his  com- 
pany. For  this  act  he  received  many  heart- 
felt blessings  from  men,  as  well  as  their 
families. 

After  the  war  was  fully  over  our  subject 
returned  • to  Alabama,  where  he  remained 
until  lb67,  and  in  that  year  came  on  horse- 
back from  Enterprise,  Mississippi,  to  Bas- 
trop county,  Texas,  landing  August  23,  18G7. 
At  that  time  he  had  a horse,  bridle,  saddle 
and  $5  in  money.  lie  immediately  engaged  i 
in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  place  where 
he  still  resides,  a part  of  which  belonged  to 
his  wife.  Captain  Young  now  owns  130 
acres,  with  100  acres  in  pasture  and  100 
aci'ts  of  timber  land.  In  Decembei'.  18()8, 


he  was  married  to  Mrs.  O.  E.  Trigg,  a 
daughter  of  David  Arnett,  of  Franklin 
county,  Tennessee.  By  her  first  marriage 
Mrs.  Young  had  live  children — Marj'  A., 
now  Mrs.  AY.  L.  Morris;  Della  B.,  wife  of 
James  H.  Craft;  Bettie,  wife  of  Ilobert 
Price;  Nellie,  now  Mrs.  C.  Jenkins,  and 
William  A.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  had 
four  children,  only  one  now  living — John  T., 
who  was  married  in  1887,  to  Miss  Annie 
Pierce,  a native  of  this  county.  Our  sub- 
ject and  wife  are  members  of  the  Missionary 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Young  also  affiliates 
with  the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  Gamble  Lodge,  No. 
491,  and  Bastrop  Chapter,  No.  95. 

CAPTAIN  J.  C.  S.  MORPOW,  a com- 
mercial traveler  of  Georgetown,  was 
born  in  AYoodford  county,  Kentucky, 
November  20,  1839,  a son  of  Preston  B.  and 
Elizabeth  (Hall)  Morrow,  natives  also  of  Ken- 
tucky. The  father  was  formerly  a merchant 
at  Versailles,  that  State,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  employed  as  a trader.  He 
served  as  Police  Judge  for  many  years,  hav- 
ing been  first  appointed  by  the  Federal  au- 
thorities and  afterward  elected  to  the  office; 

I w:is  one  of  twenty  in  his  county  of  uncom- 
j promising  Union  proclivities;  and,  although 
j a pro-slavery  man,  approved  the  emancipation 
I proclamation  and  was  a Henry  Clay  Whig. 

[ He  was  a conscientious  Christian,  and  a Rul- 
ing Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  for 
many  years.  Mr.  Morrovv  was  three  times 
married,  first  to  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
next  to  Miss  Davis,  who  lived  but  a few 
months  after  her  marriage,  and  his  third  wife 
survived  him  about  two  years.  His  death 
occurred  February  1,  1875,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  and  his  first  wife  died  in  ISJS, 
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a^ed  about  twentv-seven  years.  They  were 
the  pai'ents  of  five  cliihlren,  namely:  Jiell, 
wife  of  Otto  W.  Harding,  of  Jmuisville,  Iven- 
tucky;  J.  C.  S.,  our  subject;  Jennie,  unmar- 
ried, and  I’esiding  with  her  uncle.  Dr.  Stewart, 
Supei-intendenl  of  the  Feeble  Mind  Institute; 
Samuel,  deceased  in  1851,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years;  and  Moses  II.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  years. 

Captain  J.  C.  S.  Morrow,  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Versailles,  where  he  was 
afterward  employed  as  a clerk  until  1857. 
He  was  engaged  at  work  in  Frankfort,  Ken- 
tucky, one  year,  served  as  bookkeeper  in  the 
dry  goods  store  of  liichard  Knott  at  Louis- 
ville, that  State,  two  years,  and  then,  with 
eight  young  men,  clerks  and  bookkeepers  by 
occupation,  he  left  that  city  on  the  boat, 
Daytona,  on  his  twentieth  birthday,  for  Texas, 
via  New  Orleans.  Five  of  the  party  landed 
at  Galveston,  Texas,  and  the  remaining  three, 
Robert  and  David  Vance  and  our  subject, 
reached  Indianola,  December  15,  1859.  Mr. 
Morrow  stopped  with  an  old  friend  of  his 
father.  Colonel  Slaughter,  at  Guadaloupe  for 
a time,  and  February  14,  1860,  landed  in 
Georgetown,  Williamson  county.  A week 
later  he  was  employed  by  the  District  Clerk, 
^receiving  $60  in  gold  for  one  month’s  work, 
was  engaged  as  bookkeeper  for  Josiah  Taylor 
(/lie  month,  and  was  then  engaged  in  the 
same  capacity  with  Sampson  & Hendricks, 
proprietors  of  the  largest  store  in  Austin,  one 
year.  In  July,  1861,  Mr.  Morrow  enlisted 
for  the  late  war,  in  acompany  raised  by  Cap- 
tain Mullen,  of  which  he  was  made  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel,  but  afterward  resigned  his  posi- 
tion. During  his  first  two  months  he  was  in 
the  Slate  service,  as  OrdeiJy  Sei'geant,  soon 
afterward  was  elected  Fii'st  Lieutenant,  and 
while  camping  below  Hariisbui'g  was  taken 
.''ick.  After  much  persuasion  he  was  imluced 


to  return  to  Georgetown,  hut  soon  afterward 
his  regiment  was  requested  to  report  at  Little 
Rock,  Ai'kansas,  and  he  then  went  a day  ahead 
of  his  comjiany  to  that  city.  They  were  the 
only  organized  regiment  in  tlie  army  when 
General  Price  crossed  the  river.  They  took 
part  in  the  battle  of,  Searc^ey,  ydiere  they  lost 
only  three  out  of  100  men,  and  the  enemy 
lost  sixty-four  men,  and  their  next  fight  was 
at  Cotton  Plant.  After  the  first  engagement 
our  subject  was  elected  Captain  of  his  com- 
pany. He  served  in  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
and  their  last  battle  was  at  Yellow  Bayou. 
They  disbanded  where  Calvert  now  stands, 
and  our  subject  missed  only  one  battle  out  of 
the  thirty-seven  engagments. 

After  the  close  of  the  struggle  his  possess- 
ions consisted  of  a horse,  saddle  and  bridle, 
and  he  then  went  to  visit  his  father  and  re- 
latives in  Kentucky.  He  next  purchased 
$14,000  worth  of  goods  of  different  kinds, 
on  60,  80,  120  and  160  days’  credit,  associated 
himself  with  Frank  L.  Price,  and  the  firm 
of  Morrow  & Price  opened  the  first  stock  of 
goods  in  this  county.  In  1870  they  erected 
the  first  saw  mill  in  the  county,  also  purchased 
2,000  acres  of  land,  but  after  five  years  and 
one  month  they  dissolved  partnership,  having 
made  during  that  time  about  $35,000.  Mr. 
Morrow’s  expenses  at  the  mill  amounted  to 
$23  a day,  and  he  employed  about  twenty-five 
men.  In  1873  he  sold  the  mill,  and  the  same 
year  engaged  in  the  mercanlile  business,  buy- 
ing the  structure  across  from  where  the  post- 
ollice  now  stands.  In  1876,  the  railroad  hav- 
ing  reached  Round  Rock,  he  removed  the 
store  to  that  city;  in  1878  moved  his  family 
to  his  place  on  Galveston  bay;  but  the  foL 

j lowing  year  on  account  of  sickness  came 
again  to  (ialvc^ston.  Since  that  time  he  has 

I C/ 

traveled  for  W.  D.  (Jcveiand.  a wholesah' 
grocer  and  cotton  dealer  of  Houston.  Mr. 
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II  r STORY  OF  TFXAS. 


Morrow  was  President  of  tlie  l^oard  of  Trus- 
tees of  the  Geori^etown  College,  and  also 
secured  the  location  and  worked  two  years  on 
the  Southwestern  University  of  Georgetown. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  at 
Galveston,  after  having  previously  elected 
Kev.  F.  A.  Mood,  Regent,  they  accepted  the 
bid  made  by  the  citizens  of  Georgetown  and 
^Villiamson  county,  tendering  them  the 
Georgetown  College  l)uilding  and  grounds, 
and  a subscription  list  of  §100,000.  This 
action  located  the  Southwestern  Univei-sity  at 
Georgetown.  Our  subject  has  been  connected 
with  the  different-enterprises  of  the  town,  and 
was  also  one  of  the  building  committee. 

He  was  married  August  1,  1806,  to  Miss 
Nannie  E.  Houston,  a daughter  of  General 
Samuel  Houston.  Mrs.  Morrow  was  one  of 
eight  children,  namely:  Samuel,  married  Miss 
Lucy  Anderson,  now  deceased;  Nannie,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Maggie,  widow  of  W.  L. 
AVilliams;  Mary  W.,  widow  of  J.  C.  Morson ; 
Nettie  P.,  wife  of  W.  L.  Bringhurst;  Colonel 
A.  J.  Houston,  who  first  married  Miss  Carrie 
Parnell,  and  afterward  Miss  Gorde;  William 
R ; and  Temple  Houston,  who  is  married. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrow  have  had  si.x  children, 
Maggie  Houston,  wife  of  Robert  A.  John; 
Emily  Preston,  who  died  January  3,  1892, 
aged  twenty-three  years,  was  the  wife  of  D. 
E.  Decker,  and  they  had  one  child,  Stiles 
Morrow;  Jennie  Bell;  Preston  Pei-ry,  at  work 
in  the  printing  office  of  the  GeoTgetown  Sun; 
Temple  and  Beth.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrow 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  former  also  affiliates  with  the 
Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter,  has  held  the  office 
of  M^orthy  Master  in  the  Blue  Lodge  two 
years,  and  was  a delegate  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
seven  or  eight  times.  Captain  Morrow  has 
always  been  well  to  the  front  in  evei-ything 
of  a public  nature,  and  his  position,  influence 


and  ability  have  ever  been  at  the  service  of 
the  community  when  her  be.st  interests  are 
involved.  As  a man  and  citizen  he  is  held  in 
high  esteem  for  his  strict  integrity  and  ster- 
ling qualities  of  head  and  heart.  He  possesses 
good  business  ability,  and  that  entei-prising 
spirit  which  overcomes  obstacles,  and  he  can 
truly  be  styled  a self-made  man. 

'Jl/  — 

j T.  GOODMAN,  a prominent  and  in- 
fluential farmer  of  Bastrop  county, 
was  born  in  Wilchil,  England,  April 
11,  1852.  In  1853  he  was  brought  bv  his 
parents  to  America,  landing  in  New  York, 
but  immediately  proceeded  to  Boone  county, 
Illinois.  Si.x  years  later  the  family  located 
in  Austin,  Travis  county,  Texas,  where  they 
reniained  until  the  close  of  the  late  war,  and 
the  father  then  purchased  1,000  acres  of  land 
in  Bastrop  county,  in  the  Colorado  river  val- 
ley, three  miles  above  Bastrop,  where  our 
subject  grew  to  manhood.  The  father  died 
in  1887.  He  was  a plumber  and  painter  by 
trade,  but  after  locating  in  this  county,  gave 
his  attention  entirely  to  farming.  The  mother 
still  survives,  aged  over  sixty  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  seven  now  « 
living:  Eliza,  at  home;  W.  E.,  engaged  in 
business  with  his  brother;  W.  T.,  our  subject; 
Maiq’  J.,  at  home;  Annie  M.,  widow  of 
George  Fink;  Fannie  D.,  wife  of  I).  Fitz- 
williams,  a farmer  of  Bastrop  county;  and 
Virginia  L.,  at  home.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Ej)iscopal  Church,  and  are  Demo- 
cratic in  their  political  views. 

In  1880,  in  comjiany  with  his  brother,  W. 
E.,  our  subject  purchased  1.200  acres  of  land 
adioinino-  the  old  homestead,  400  acres  of 
which  is  now  undei-atine  state  of  cultivation. 
They  have  eleven  tcmement  houses  on  the 


I 


k- 


4 


4 


I 


; * 


/ 


I '•  I * k1  * \ 'i|ll'.  . "•■ 

, .,'  . I . I’,  i • ■ % ,.  .(,<(»•  - f ' 

' I I I "!(*  , i'  I I.  !(»••>■  *' 

* ■ . l r . , i ...(»«  tt>  '* 


* 


• ,,i  • ,,,  ( l‘ 

I ' 'll.  < 1 1 'I 

. . ; !l  I . > I I'  I.  '■ 

. . , 'I  .,  I 


. . I . , I . 1 1 1 1 I 

■ I I • ' . ' M 

■ l’  I . ...  ■ i 

, I r ' I 

I -«  ' > . i I . * " I • « 1 


• ■ , 1 > 

- I ' ■ 

'll  'll* 


! ' • t.j.  _ I I 1,1 

I 

■ II 

V "' 

I f ■ ' » 

. < • I • ^ , II  I ■ , , ( 


' .1  t*  * •(' 


* 

" M * *1  ('  1 1 1 

■ , 'f  V 

II, I f -I 

*1  I 

1 < I Iff 

VI"  V' 


I f...  ...  . . 

' ■ • ,1  I I-.  ■ 1 

'(  >>.W  ; .1  ' .11,,  . ^U.*  • , ■ 

1 M . ' 'I  . I I " ' I . , . ( • , I 1 I . III.,.,} 

’ N<  ■,*.  I'  - i,|i»  •,!;  _ ,| 

,,iii  !|/  - 1,1  tiH,  I lit  |,  )h  .1  ■■I 

«,|/  *f  i,  rWlli..i  fifniM* !*•',  I I 


•’  >’  '•  **'  >iftl  tn*I  Hft 

•'*  * 'tlii  1o  •tfijl*' 

»ratY^  |«  «|.t  yllf. 

• hi'Y'rt '4>  iM{»7r)  wtltlr^•8  oil)  * ; 

. lit  (iHt-i'  ••);  Vf 

Jlt'llWfM  Ulil  lA 

• •'  • ■■*]'><  i|  . icUoyivt) 

• *'  , "H-ht  A 

■||»*  "f  itV;^MnllO  •*••*(•«*  UjH  btJ 

■'i‘  ■ iih  |i.t 

i.n»  iji'i'ti#') 

)«1  -if  |t  I»||« 

i ■><!»  !-«i,  itailn* 

I-  '1(1,  '■  ‘r>  ' If  f 

1 " I Vi,  ' -^ili  1(1  ■nv'r.ii.tiu:'*  lit'f  ■iTlitf  'till  il)iv/ 

• >ii  I rn  yitili-llifti)  iit'.f  111  »Ho  AMiv 

■ M/  ,^iW|  .1  i 4ivfo 

Hi  O ,(Wjl/ ni'-i  ’ >iuflHW 

•ifv-  MIT*  *f<»n  II  urli  oottUifil  * 

■ •iiM  Ivi*  i‘r'  , M«kii  , ii'jilyliiH 

i^i  i»  1^1  V , *0^1  "*b.lA 

I ’’W  ■ « 'i  ■ ini>  to 

■ O'-  iSi,  'if  >M  ikioMir  , 'ff  W-  (•  iioilJiVA 

1.1, ..iji  I M'llfjtiiili  li  .7/  Ju  »)!>  ‘•I  oM;){>Vt 

• - ,»*  ! i»/V  ii-iir'jiiT'  !*iif  iittif  «l,  .A 

, ,,  Hi  V «f,-J(i(  »,i1f  hiUt 

' ■ * •!  •‘H  r'  totii  (H 

It'iH.liili  n fvo;3  '*T-«H  '*»'rjol4  .iri l/i  |>iui  .ili  * 

III  A 1 Hi  ‘i'^i?i  ,i.’u'f»ioH 

-j  ■4'.  ',v»<()  , '{  » .lUiJmnH  ^iun3 

•I  111  'ir,i  »Ht  t*rr  rfv.  ,1  \^|)l  Vlir.-W)  lwj||| 

l.l.’.fo  ‘ir(,  *M  ♦ lujg  ,3 

,1  I (V,*';  rtr>;*4r.’l  M.H4I  IWOlTuld 

• ' 'Vi'wft'Hfi  1 , -Ttl 

^ ithpQ  ‘ ,M  9l(jcitt>T 

• (.1.1,^)/,  -^1  >,_s  vvt 

•<  I ' ifil*  ri.ii,  (1  ml  <»i(T 

- iHf'i  cil  9*ifi  '»ill.{*»<vj  l.iT  •*^*'*'J  (MllU 

< ir  ' il{i»  k)  ‘-tiHJ  f *n  '••(*»  rfiillioVf 

**l|*'*l,i  1 1^1  A ',»*  V" 'll'  • ‘f  V liitiM 

4t\if  i>  ,iU  • ' m'(  1'J  tUi74W  j 


irr  STOUT  OF  I'FXAS. 


mr, 


))lacc\  and  rent  al)ont  one-half  of  tlie  farm. 
Tlie  old  homestead  is  farmed  in  the  same 
way.  Mr.  Goodman  and  liis  hrotlier  have 
never  married,  and  reside  with  tlieir  mother. 


^AYMAN  F.  WELLS,  deceased. — In 
h portraying  the  lives  of  tlie  ]>ioneers 
of  Texas,  the  lieroes  of  San  Jacinto 
and  tlie  lirst  settlers  of  Bastrop  and  Travis 
counties,  no  name  is  more  worthy  of  mention 
than  that  of  the  suliject  of  this  sketch.  In 
looking  over  the  now  thickly  populated  and 
finely  cultivated  country  it  is  difficult  for  one 
to  imagine  what  great  changes  have  taken 
place  during  the  active  lifetime  of  as  early  a 
resident  as  Mr.  Wells. 

In  1820  Mr.  Wells,  then  a lad  of  eleven 
years,  accompanied  his  father’s  family  from 
their  home  in  Alabama  to  this  new  and  wild 
countrv,  at  that  time  helongino-  to  Mexico. 
There  were  then  but  few  small  civilized  set- 
tlements in  what  is  now  the  great  State  of 
Texas,  one  of  which  was  situated  in  what  is 
now  Fayette  county.  With  this  last  settle- 
ment the  Wells  family  cast  their  lot  during 
the  first  year.  The  next  year,  however,  they 
pushed  their  way  forward  to  the  fcontier, 
until  they  came  to  what  is  now  Bastrop 
county,  which  locality  was  then  principally 
inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  animals,  the 
Wells  family  being  among  the  lirst  settlers, 
the  rnotlier  and  sisters  of  Mr.  Wells  being 
the  first  white  women  that  had  ever  ventured 
as  far  north  on  Texas  soil.  Amidst  these 
surroundings  the  youth  of  Mr.  Wells  was 
passed,  his  time  being  occupied  in  assisting 
his  father  in  opening  up  the  frontier  farm 
and  in  caring  for  the  stock.  The  fann  was 
situated  on  what  has  since  been  known  as 
Wells’  Pyramid,  fifteen  miles  from  where 

40 


I the  city  of  Basti’op  now  stands.  For  some 
! years  Mr.  Wells’  life  was  sj)ent  much  like 
that  of  other  hoys  of  his  age,  but  in  those 
tlays  boys  matured  to  man’s  estate  early,  and, 
being  the  oldest  son,  many  of  the  cares  of  the 
farm  and  stock  devolved  on  him,  thus  ma- 
terially strengthening  his  independence  and 
natural  firmness  of  character. 

This  sort  of  life  continued  without  inter- 
ruption until,  the  year  1835,  when  the  op- 
pression and  tyranny  of  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment became  so  strongly  felt  that  the  settlers 
resolved  to  bear  their  burdens  no  longer,  and 
war  was  declared.  Mr.  Wells  was  among  tbe 
first  to  join  the  army,  which  was  composed 
of  as  brave  men  as  could  be  found  on  the 
globe.  On  account  of  his  familiarity  with 
the  country  Mr.  Wells  was  selected  by  his 
commander  as  a spy,  and  through  his  efforts 
the  army  was  enabled  to  secure  much  im- 
portant information  of  the  movements  and 
number  of  the  enemy.  He  participated  in 
the  celebrated  battles  and  defeats  at  San 
Antonio  and  Goliad,  and  followed  the  for- 
tunes of  the  Texas  army  until  its  reorganiza- 
tion under  General  Sam  Houston,  when  it 
was  resolved  to  make  a last  resistance.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  April  21,  1836,  the  battle  of 
San  Jacinto  was  fought,  when  a little  army 
of  783  brave  men,  poorly  equipped,  scantily 
clothed  and  half  starved,  marched  up,  and  in 
less  than  half  an  hour  (eighteen  minutes, 
says  Houston  in  his  report),  crushed  to  atoms 
an  army  of  1,500  men,  splendidlj- accoutered, 
well  fed  and  ably  generaled  by  Santa  Ana. 
This  is  little  short  of  marvelous,  but  these 
men  were  each  a Hercules;  their  war  cry  was, 

I “ Remember  the  Alamo,”  and  ten  thousand 
! men  could  not  have  daunted  their  courage. 

O 

! They  were  lighting  for  their  lives  and  those 
of  their  loved  ones,  as  well  as  avengino-  the 

j ' O O 

' death  of  those  who  had  been  murdei'ed  liy  the 
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Mexicans.  This  little  anny  was  made  up  of 
.■'lu-li  men  as  Mr.  Wells,  ami  they  followed 
their  leiulei',  ' Geneial  Houston,  with  no 
th(,)nnht  other  than  victory.  It  is  such  men 
that  gained  for  Texas  her  independence  and 
made  lier  a Republic.  It  is  siicli  men  as 
these  that  have  made  Texas  the  greatest  State 
in  the  Union  which  constitutes  the  grandest 
jiation  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  the  pos- 
terity of  these  men  will  look  hack  over  the 
histoi'y  of  Texas  with  pride  in  the  knowledge 
that  their  forefathei'S  were  the  ones  who  so 
nobly  fought  and  bled  that  they  might  lay 
the  foundation  of  a commonwealth  of  peace- 
ful and  happy  homes,  which  their  posterity 
now  enjoy.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in 
honor  of  the  vetei’ans  of  San  Jacinto.  They 
will  live  in  the  memory  of  their  posterity  as 
well  as  in  that  of  the  newer  comers,  who  are 
enabled  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  courage 
and  valor. 

Besides  serving  in  the  Texas  and  Mexican 
wars,  Mr.  Wells  subsecpiently  took  an  active 
part  in  all  the  Indian  wars,  and  his  extensive 
knowledge  of  the  frontier  aided  the  settlers 
materially  in  keeping  the  savages  at  bay. 

The  early  i-ecord  of  his  life  having  been 

omitted,  it  is  now  inserted.  Mr.  Wells  was 

born  in  Lincoln  county,  Tennessee,  May  11, 

1815,  and  was  the  oldest  son  of  Martin  and 

Sally  (Boyd)  Wells,  both  natives  of  the  same 

Slat'-  and  county.  When  he  was  two  years 

of  age  his  parents  removed  to  Marengo 

county,  Alabama,  where  his  father  followed 

agricultural  pursuits  until  the  latter  emi-  i 

grated  to  Texas  in  182G.  As  previously 

stated,  Waymau  lived  at  home  with  his 

father  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Texas  and 

Mexican  war,  which  he  entered  at  the  ao'e  of  ! 

^ i 

nineteen.  After  the  war  Wayman  returned  | 
home,  where,  during  the  same  year,  183G,  | 
his  fatl  or  died,  leaving  the  care  of  the  family  1 


and  farm  to  him.  The  family  consisted  of 
live  sons  and  thi-ee  daughters,  two  daughters 
being  then  married. 

lie  efficiently  continued  the  management 
of  the  homestead  until  1855,  at  which  time 
he  I'emoved  to  Travis  county.  He  there  first 
purchased  1,800  acres  on  Walnut  creek,  to 
which  he  afterward  added  IGO  acres  more, 
and  sultsequently  bought  175  acres  of  timber 
land.  He  Avas  here  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-i-aising  until  his  death. 
Besides  his  lai-ge  landeil  estate  and  extensive 
stock  business  Mr.  Wells  owned  numerous 
slaves,  of  which  latter  property  he  was  de- 
prived through  the  result  of  the  late  war. 
JNot  being  discouraged  by  the  loss  of  his 
property,  liowever,  he  pushed  on,  and  being 
a shi-ewd  trader  he  continued  to  increase  the 
value  of  his  property,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  considered  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  his  section  of  Texas. 

March  4,  1848,  Mr.  Wells  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Bacon,  native  of  Tennessee, 
born  in  Washington  county,  October  30, 
1817.  Her  parents,  Thomas  and  Julia  Ann 
(Harderman)  Bacon,  were  both  natives  of  the 
same  county  as  herself,  where  they  were  mar- 
ried, and  whence  they  emigrated,  in  1835,  to 
Texas.  They  first  settled  in  San  Augustine 
county,  but  in  1839  removed  to  AVells  prairie, 
Bastrop  county,  and  afterward  to  Travis 
county,  where  Mr.  Bacon  died  in  1851,  and 
Mrs.  Bacon  in  1859. 

Were  but  simple  justice  to  be  done  to  the 
I memory  of  the  subject  of  this  review,  it 
would  be  most  consonant  that  more  particu- 
lar attention  be  directed  to  those  noble  char- 
acteristics which  were  a dominating  power 
! in  his  life  and  which  animated  his  every 
! action  during  the  long  years  which  were  a 
power  for  good  to  the  extent  of  theii- dui'ation. 
He  maintained  a li\ely  interest  in  all  that 
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tended  to  ct)iistTve  t]ie  wcdfarc  ami  advaiice- 
iiieiit  of  tlie  coinmiinitj  in  wliicdi  he  lived 
atid  he  contributed  liberally  to  public  insti 
tiitions  of  all  denominations  and  liis  benevo- 
lence was  as  unstinted  as  it  was  unostenta- 
tious. lie  was  particularly  concerned  in  the 
providing  of  educational  facilities  for  the 
youth  of  the  State,  and  contributed  largely  to 
the  building  of  the  Southwestern  University 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui’ch,  South,  at 
Georgetown,  and  the  Baptist  High  School  at 
Walnut  Creek.  All  public  enterprises  found 
in  him  a ready  friend.  He  was  one  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State  Insane  Asylum, 
under  Governor  Lubbock,  and  simultaneously 
served  as  County  Commissioner.  He  had 
ever  a responsive  recognition  of  the  sufferings 
of  the  fatherless  and  the  widow  and  was 
never  known  to  refuse  the  extending  of  a 
helping  hand.  A man  cast  in  the  finer  mold, 
one  who  dignified  humanity  and  made  the 
world  better  for  his  having  lived,  there  was 
in  his  death  a consistent  consummation  which 
can  but  rob  the  grave  of  its  victory  and  death 
of  its  sting. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  had  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  lived  to  be  grown  and  five  of  whom 
still  survive:  Amanda,  wife  of  George  La 
Rue;  Sally  Boyd  died  aged  seventeen;  Julia 
Ann  died  aged  four;  David  1.  and  Martin 
Thomas  died  in  infancy;  Peter  C.,  of  Elgin, 
Bastrop  county,  married  Katie  Walling  and 
they  have  five  children;  George  Henry  mar- 
ried Annie  Anderson  and  resides  in  El  Paso, 
Texas;  J.  M.;  and  Wayman  Thomas. 

Mrs.  Wells  is  a lady  of  strong  force  of 
character  and  was  well  fitted  by  nature  and 
experience  to  be  a helpmate  for  a man  mak- 
ing a frontier  home.  She  dispensed  hospi- 
tality with  a cheerfid  hand  to  friends  and 
sti-angers  alike,  in  true  Texas  style,  and  in  a 
way  known  oidy  to  the  time  Te.xas  frontier  I 


j families.  She  has  survived  hei- husband,  and 
now,  at  the  age  of  .seventy-six,  retains  in  a 
remarkable  degree  the  vigor  of  her  youth. 
She  is  a devoted  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  interested  in  all  oood  works. 

O 

After  a long,  active  and  useful  life  in 
Texas,  ]\Ir.  ATells  was  called  to  his  last  home, 
February  25,  1878,  but  before  his  death,  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  Christ  and  died  with  a 
full  conviction  that  he  would  be  .saved  and 
meet  his  loved  ones  in  that  place  which 
knows  no  parting.  He  was  deeply  mourned 
by  his  loving  family  and  a large  circle  of 
friends.  Ills  wife  lost  a loving  and  tender 
husband,  his  children  an  indulo'ent  father, 
and  the  community  a generous,  charitable 
citizen.  He  was  identified  fraternally  with 
the  A.  F.  & A.  M.,  under  whose  auspices  his 
funeral  services  were  conducted. 

SB.  PURCELL,  a prominent  farmer 
\ and  citizen  of  AVilliamson  county,  is  a 
son  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Smalley) 
Purcell.  The  father  was  born  and  raised  on 
the  AVabash  riv^,  in  Indiana,  where  he  was 
first  married.  To  that  union  was  born  seven 
children.  The  wifj  and  motlier  died,  and 
|.rev)ous  to  that  time  Mr.  Purcell  had  moved 
to  near  Springfield,  Illinois.  AUhile  there  he 
was  again  married,  but  this  wife  lived  oidy 
a short  time.  He  afterward  married  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  and  they  had  ten  chiL 
dren,  namely:  B.  S..  of  Lee  county,  Texas; 

S.  B.,  our  subject;  A.  L.,  who  was  a member 
of  Waul’s  legion,  infantry,  died  of  disease  in 
ISGd,  at  Holly  Springs,  .Mississippi,  and  his 
widtiw,  nee  Rachel  Lennel,  ik)W  resides  in 
Medina  county,  Texas;  P.  R.,  of  Burnet 
county;  .'>ai-ah,  wife  of  John  Hell,  of  Fayette 
county;  Daniel  E.,  of  Burnet  county;  Re- 
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becca,  deceased,  was  tlie  wife  of  JaiDes  Holt, 
of  Lavaca  county;  Calvin,  deceased;  and 
Xoali,  of  Williamson  county.  The  family 
lived  in  Illinois  until  1840,  and  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  started  to  Texas,  crossing  Red  river 
January  1,  1847.  They  located  in  Fayette 
county,  where  the  father  died  in  1867,  and 
the  mother  -departed  this  life  in  Burnet 
comity,  in  August,  1890.  The  former  was  a 
farmer  hy  occupation,  was  quiet  and  reserved, 
a member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church, 
and  was  a very  religions  man. 

S.  B.  Purcell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  horn  in  Vermilion  county,  Illinois,  No- 
vember 9,  1839.  He  came  with  his  parents 
to  Texas  in  1847,  was  raised  in  Fayette 
county,  and  in  1860  came  to  Williamson 
county,  locating  in  the  southern  part.  In 
1883  he  moved  to  his  present  location, 
twenty  miles  northwest  of  Georgetown, 
wdiere  he  has  500  acres  of  good  land,  120 
acres  cultivated.  In  addition  to  general 
fanning,  Mr.  Purcell  is  giving  considerable 
attention  to  stock-raising.  He  is  independent 
in  political  matters,  and  religiously,  is  a 
member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 

August  14,  1861,  in  Williamson  county, 
our  subject  was  married  To  Sabea  C.,  a 
daughter  of  Freeman  and  Nancy  (Asher) 
Smalley,  natives  of  Indiana.  The  parents 
came  to  Texas  in  1845,  locating  in  the  south- 
ern pai’t  of  Williamson  county,  where  the 
father  died  in  1849,  when  Mrs.  Purcell  was 
only  two  years  of  age.  The  mother  after- 
ward married  a Mr.  Juvinall,  and  after  his 
death  she  became  the  wife  of  C.  Purcell.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pur- 
cell have  had  eleven  children,  viz.:  Mary 

Anna,  now  Mrs.  Flood  Snow,  of  Burnet 
county,  Texas;  Alice  B.,  wife  of  George 
Adams,  also  that  county;  Hattie,  wife  of  Joe 
Jacksnt',  of  Williamson  county;  Ulysses,  at 


home;  Joseph,  deceased;  M^illie,  deceased; 
and  Zela,  Morton,  Bruer,  Dora  and  Samuel, 
at  home.  Mr.  Purcell  is  a successful  farmer, 
and  is  held  in  high  esteem  hy  his  many 
friends. 


T|OIIN  T.  HUDGINS,  one  of  the  well 
K Ij  known  and  prominent  men  of  Bastrop 
county,  was  horn  at  Henderson,  Rusk 
county,  Texas,  December  29,  1857,  a son  of 
James  W.  and  Margaret  (Warren)  Hudgins. 
John  T.  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Miller  county,  Arkansas  and  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  years  was  employed  as  clerk  hy  N.  B. 
Flippin,  of  Texarkana,  where  he  remained 
eight  years.  From  1878  to  1883  he  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  general  merchandising 
for  himself  at  Bichmond,  Arkansas,  but  in  the 
latter  year  sold  his  store  there  and  came  di- 
rect to  Bastrop  county,  Texas.  March  1, 
1883,  Mr.  Hudgins  engaged  in  business  at 
Old  Smithville,  under  the  firm  name  of  J.  T. 
Hudgins  & Co.,  but  after  the  new  town  of 
Smithville  was  started  they  moved  the  store 
to  this  place,  erecting  the  first  large  store 
building  in  the  town.  November  15,  1890 
their  building,  stock  and  dwelling  were  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  the  loss  amounting  to  about 
830,000.  They  did  an  annual  business  of 
§80,000.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Hudgins  has 
devoted  his  time  and  attention  to  ae;ricu!tural 
pursuits,  owning  a farm  of  1,400  acres,  650 
acres  of  which  is  cultivated.  He  raises  about 
250  bales  of  cotton  each  year,  besides  corn 
and  other  supplies,  and  twenty  families  are 
required  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  planta- 
tion. IMr.  Hudgins  is  also  j)iesident  of  the 
Smithville  Improvement  Company,  a char- 
tered institution,  with  a capital  stock  of§15,- 
000.  lie  has  a laroe  and  handsome  residence 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


at  Sniitli\ ille,  is  one  of  the  most  enter[)ris- 
iiiy  men  of  the  vicinity,  and  is  reafly  at  all 
times  to  assist  in  any  enter])rise  that  will  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  his  community. 

Octdher  10,  1884,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Fannie  E.,  a daughter  of  Janies  li.  and 
Josephine  Nicols.  The  father  came  to  Eas- 
trop  county,  Texas,  in  an  early  day,  and  made 
a fortune  hy  meclianical  work.  lie  was  born 
in  Virginia,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1888. 
Mrs.  Nicols  resides  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
E.  F.  Hudgins.  She  is  a daughter  of  T.  G. 
Garth,  a member  of  a noted  family,  a lawyer 
by  profession,  a prominent  politician,  and  a 
large  planter  and  slave  owner.  His  family 
consisted  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Nicols  W'as  the  eldest  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hudgins  have  three  children:  John  T., 

Josephine  E.  and  Sallie  E.  Mr.  Hudgins  is 
a member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  J. 
Nixon  Lodge,  No.  421,  and  is  Master  of 
Finances  in  tlie  K.  of  P..  Smithville  Lodge, 
No.  92. 


lYinn^- 


T W.  HODGES,  County  Clerk  of  Will- 
K I iamson  county,  Texas,  was  born  in 
Claiborne  county,  Tennessee,  July  10, 
1834,  a son  of  Allen  and  Mary  Jane  (Yost) 
Hodges,  natives  also  of  that  State.  The 
Hodges  family  are  descended  from  three 
brothers.  They  lived  on  the  Virginia  side  of 
North  Carolina.  John  Hodges,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina, hut  he  removed  to  Tennessee  in  an  early 
day.  His  wife  was  Sarah  McCnbbins,  and 
they  had  seven  children,  viz.:  Zachariah  mar- 


ried Sarah  Thomas  and  was  a merchant  of  Ten- 
nessee, where  he  died;  Earbara,  who  also  died 
in  that  State,  was  the  wife  of  C.  Maro-raves: 
Mary,  deceased  near  Terre  Haute,  Vigo  I 


7t:j 

I county,  Indiana,  was  the  wife  of  Heni-y 
[ Cooper;  Canada,  deceased  near  Eeltun, 

: Texas;  Allen,  father  of  our  subject;  William, 
a resident  of  Tennessee,  and  Sarah,  deceased 
in  the  former  State,  was  the  wife  of  William 
Hansford.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  George  Yost,  also  had  seven  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  Gcoige  and  James,  for- 

merly prosperous  merchants,  residing  at 
Kingston,  Tennessee,  lived  to  an  old  age, 
but  neither  ever  manded;  Margarett  and 
Eldridge,  both  still  living,  the  latter  a 
merchant  of  Kentucky;  Margaret,  wife  of 
Mr.  De  Armond,  a merchant  of  Kingston, 
Tennessee;  Catherine,  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  Washington  Wester;  and  Allen,  deceased 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  Allen 
Hodges,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
merchant,  tanner,  and  a trader  in  stock  at 
Tazewell,  Tennessee.  He  contracted  his  last 
sickness  while  on  a trip  south  with  stock, 
and  died  in  1844,  aged  thirty-nine  years. 
He  was  a devout  member,  as  was  also  his 
wife,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  was  well  known  and  highly  respected. 
The  mother  died  in  lo40,  aged  thirty-two 
years.  Her  life  was  an  inspiration  to  gen- 
tleness, patience  and  courage,  and  she  held 
a sacred  place  in  the  hearts  of  a large  circle 
of  acquaintances.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodges 
were  the  parents  of  three  children — J.  W., 
our  subject;  John,  a merchant  of  George- 
town, married  a Miss  Carothers,  and  Mary, 
deceased  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  1861, 
at  the  age  of  twenty- five  years,  w^as  the 
wife  of  James  Rice.  She  was  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

J.  W.  Hodges,  after  reaching  a suitable 
age,  was  employed  as  a clerk  in  Tazewell, 
Tennessee.  In  1858  he  emigrated  to  Eurnet 
county,  Texas,  where  he  taught  school  until 
the  opening  of  the  late  war.  In  February, 
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lIISTOUr  OF  TFXA8. 


1S()2,  he  enlisted  in  ('oinpuny  A,  served  as 
a private  nnli!  the  close  of  the  stnioHle,  re- 
mained on  this  side  of  the  river,  and  took 
part,  in  many  hattlcs  and  skirmishes.  After 
the  close  of  hostilitie.s,  Mr.  Iloil^es  piircha-ed 
a fanii  and  woi’ked  at  farm  laboi’  for  a time,  and 
was  then  elected  Comity  Assessor  and  Col- 
lector, holding  that  position  until  removed 
by  the  Ueconstriiction  Act.  For  the  follow- 
ing five  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming; 
from  1S72  to  1882  followed  general  mer- 
chandising in  Georgetown;  in  the  latter  year 
was  elected  County  Clerk,  and  re-elected  in 
1802.  Ml-.  Hodges  is  an  accomplished  and 
pleasant  officer,  and  his  continons  re-election 
to  the  same  office  for  so  long  a period  evinces 
the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  an 
appreciative  constituency. 

November  14,  1854,  onr  subject  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily  Rucker, 
a daughter  of  Captain  John  Rucker,  of 
Grainger  county,  Tennessee.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hodges  have  had  five  children,  namely: 
John,  deceased  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  was  a graduate  of  the  Louisville  Med- 
ical College,  a practicing  physician  in  this 
county,  was  a young  doctor  of  great  promise, 
and  had  a bright  future  awaiting  him; 
Beulah  II.,  wife  of  W.  W.  Dimmitt,  a 
farmer  of  Williamson  county,  and  they  have 
two  children — Lilburn  and  James  II.;  Cornie, 
wlio  died  December  23,  1891,  aged  twenty- 
one  years,  was  a graduate  of  a New  York 
school  of  elocution,  and  was  a fine  elocution- 
ist; James  F.,  who  has  been  assisting  his 
father  for  the  past  four  years;  and  Oliver,  a 
pupil  of  the  Southwestern  University,  who 
will  soon  l)egin  the  study  of  medicine.  Mr. 
and  i\Ir8.  Hodges  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  which  the 
former  is  a Steward.  He  is  a member  of  the 
blue  lodge,  cha|)ter  ami  commatulery,  and  is 


Trcasiirei-  of  the  two  former,  and  has  been 
a delegate  to  the  Grand  liodge  of  the  1.  O. 
O.  F.  As  an  officer  i\lr.  Hodges  has  no 
superior  in  the  State;  as  a citizen  he  stands 
deservedly  well  and  is  kind  and  coni-teous 
to  all. 


EIDAVIN-R.  ANDERSON,  a carpenter 
and  fanner  by  t:ccupation,  was  the 

1 first  white  child  born  in  ACilliamson 

county,  March  5,  1847.  His  parents  were 
Dr.  W.  R.  and  Nancy  F.  (Knight)  Ander- 
son, the  former  a native  of  Kentucky  and  the 
latter  of  Ohio.  The  father  was  a son  of 
William  and  Patsey  Anderson,  who  moved  to 
Monroe  county,  Indiana,  in  about  1818. 
While  there  they  were  many  times  quartered 
in  blockhouses  to  protect  them  from  the 
Indians.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen 
children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  be  grown. 
Milton  went  to  California  in  1850;  Irvin 
came  to  Texas  in  1879  or  1880;  and  the 
remainder  were  scattered  through  the  North- 
ern  States,  but  none  are  now  living. 

W.  R.  Anderson,  father  of  our  subject, 
and  a physician  and  surgeon  by  occupation, 
left  Illinois  in  1845,  arriving  in  Ruttersville, 
Fayette  county,  Texas,  in  the  fall  of  1845, 
and  on  Brushy  creek,  Williamson  county,  the 
following  year.  He  followed  his  profession 
and  farming  there  until  1854,  and  in  that 
year  embarked  in  the  drug  business  in 
Georgetown.  During  the  last  ten  years  of 
his  life  he  was  retired  from  active  business, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  Georgetown, 
November  22,  1889,  aged  seventy- nine  years. 
Dr.  .Anderson  served  one  term  as  Probate 
Judge  of  his  comity,  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  for  many  years,  and 
was  a Union  man  throughout  the  war.  He 
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Ill  STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


stooti  :vs  a practitioner,  business  man, 

Oliristian  and  gentleman.  Ills  wife  died  in 
1888,  aged  si.vty-nine  years,  tliey  liaving 
lived  togetlier  forty-nine  years  and  eleven 
months.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson  were  the 
parents  of  three  cliildren,  viz:  Edwin  E., 

our  subject;  Helen  II.,  deceased  in  1880, 
was  the  wife  of  J.  M.  Pago,  and  Lucy  II., 
wife  of  Mr.  Shultz. 

Edwin  R.  Anderson,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  engaged  in  carpentering  and  farm- 
ing, and  also  in  the  breeding  of  Jersey  stock. 
He  owns  a ranch  near  Taylor,  Te.xas,  where 
lie  has  about  seventy  head.  He  has  assisted 
in  the  erection  of  several  buildings,  and 
although  still  in  the  prime  of  life  is  classed 
among  the  pioneers,  having  spent  over  forty- 
five  3’ears  of  his  life  in  the  county.  Mr. 
Anderson  was  married  in  1869,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Talbert,  a daughter  of  R.  E.  Tal- 
bert, a resident  of  Williamson  county.  She 
came  with  her  parents  from  Louisiana  in 
1853,  when  five  years  of  age.  To  this  union 
has  been  born  one  child — Cora  Bell.  Mrs. 
Anderson  is  a member  of  the  Old  School 
Presbyterian  Church.  Socially,  our  subject 
is  a member  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 
and  politically,  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party. 


OWEN  HIGGINS  HOLMAN,  a suc- 
cessful farmer  and  i-espected  citizen  of 
Travis  county,  Te.xas,  residing  near 
AVatters,  has  done  as  inuch  as  any  other  one 
man  of  his  community  to  advance  the  agri- 
cultural interest  of  the  vicinity,  and  ho  thus 
is  entitled  to  the  prominence  and  prospeidty 
he  now  enjoys. 

The  Holman  family  is  of  German  descent.  | 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  the  subject  of  | 


this  sketch,  James  S.  and  Martha  W.  Hol- 
man, were  natives  of  Tennessee,  but  settled 
in  Texas  in  1850.  Tlic  grandfather  hdlowed 
railroading  and  died  of  yellow  fever  at  Bryan. 
Ills  SGI),  AV^illis  M.  Holman,  and  father  of 
the  subject  of  this  notice,  was  l>orn  in  Ten- 
nessee, J iily  2,  1831.  In  January  of  1850, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  M.  D.  Higgins,  also 
a native  of  Tennessee,  where  she  was  born 
July  17,  1833.'  Her  parents,  O.  AV.  and  F. 
L.  Higgins,  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
A^irginia,  respectively.  Immediately  after 
their  marriage,  the  parents  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  removed  with  the  rest  of  the 
family  to  Texas,  settling  on  laud  near  Eisk- 
ville,  ill  Travis  county.  Here  the  father  of 
Mr.  Holman  of  this  notice,  died  March  21, 
1861,  leaving  his  family  and  many  friends  to 
mourn  his  loss.  He  was  a man  of  good  Eiicr- 
lish  education,  and  in  early  life  was  a suc- 
cessful teacher;  his  later  days,  however,  were 
devoted  to  farming,  in  which  he  was  also 
prosperous.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his  poli- 
tical views,  and  a man  of  the  strictest  integ- 
rity and  highest  moral  character.  He  was 
the  father  of  three  sons:  James  S.,  a mer- 
chant and  ginner  of  Hutto,  AVilliamson 
county,  Texas;  Willis  D.,  a stockman  of  that 
county;  and  Owen  Higgins,  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch.  After  his  father’s  deaths 
Mr.  Holman’s  mother  married  J.  A.  Cato,  a 
native  of  Alabama,  and  they  resided  several 
years  in  Travis  county,  but  later  removed  to 
Hutto,  where  the  mother  still  lives,  J.  A. 
Cato  having  died  March  10,  1893.  By  this 
union  there  were  three  children,  who  also  re- 
side in  Hutto:  Fannie  C.,  wife  of  C.  R. 
Stephens,  in  the  lumber  business;  George  II., 
a dealer  in  wood  and  coal;  and  A^irgie  C.. 
wife  of  A\^.  A.  May,  a merchant. 

The  life  of  Owen  Higgins  Holman,  al- 
though that  of  a young  man,  aifords  a strik- 
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iii^  objoct  lesson  of  wliut  iiniy  be  aeeoin- 
plisbed  by  Inird  work,  strict  economy  and 
oood  jndtrment.  He  was  born  in  Travis 
county,  about  four  miles  from  his  present 
home,  January  11,  1801.  llis  father  died 
wlien  he  was  an  infant,  and  bis  youth  was 
passed  in  farm  work  and  in  attending  the 
district  school,  residino'  with  Ids  mother  until 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  then  com- 
menced work  by  the  month,  receiving  for  his 
services  §10  a month.  Not  realizing  the 
value  of  money,  he  liad  at  the  end  of  that 
year  of  hard  work,  nothing  to  show  for  his 
lal)or.  The  ne.xt  three  years,  however,  he 
farmed  on  shares  for  Joseph  11.  Kogers,  and 
when  he  sold  his  crops,  Mr.  Kogers,  although 
not  needing  the  money,  borrowed  the  pro- 
ceeds and  paid  Mr.  Holman  ten  per  cent,  in- 
terest. In  this  way  Mr.  Holman  secured  a 
start,  and  on  accuinnlating  a small  capital, 
he  rented  land  of  his  brother,  J.  S.  Holman, 
for  three  years,  following  whicli  he  rented  land 
for  three  years  of  W.  R.  Bird.  Each  year  in- 
creased his  accumulations,  until  at  the  end  of 
this  time  he  was  able  to  purchase  150  acres 
from  his  former  preceptor,  J.  B.  Rogers,  for 
which  Mr.  Holman  paid  §8,000.  In  the  fall  of 
1891,  Mr.  Holman  bought  seventy  acres  of 
his  present  farm,  and  as  he  was  able  added  to 
it  from  time  to  time,  until  he  now  has  283 
acres  of  as  line  land  as  the  country  affords, 
210  acres  of  which  is  under  an  excellent  state 
ot  cultivation.  He  also  owns  a cotton  gin, 
worth  §1,500,  and  has  a one-third  interest  in 
320  acres  in  Dallam  county,  Texas.  Thus 
starting  in  life  without  a dollar  a few  short 
years  ago,  he  has  by  his  own  industry  and 
good  management  accumulated  a tine  prop- 
erty, and  is  to-day  worth  not  less  than  §10,- 
000. 

In  1883,  Mr.  Hob  nan  was  married  to 
Miss  Polly  Ann  Bird,  a native  of  Illinois, 


and  a daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  and  Polly 
.\nn  (Ayei-.-)  Bird.  Her  parents  caine  to 
Ti'avis  county  in  1800,  and  were  active  and 
usefid  membei’S  of  society  in  their  commun- 
ity for  many  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holman 
have  two  children:  ()weii  Willis  and  James 
Bii’d,  both  intelligent  boys. 

Politically,  Mi'.  Holman  is  a Democrat, 
and  take  a commendable  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  good  of  his  country 
and  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  to 
the  advancement  of  which  he  has  so  largely 
contributed. 

\ T.  MASSENGALE,  a thrifty  young 
farmer  of  Milam  county,  was  born 
in  Coosa  county,  Alabama,  in  1853. 
Two  years  later  his  father,  J.  C.  Massengale 
came  to  IMilam  county,  Texas,  locating  near 
Mayslield,  where  he  owned  300  acres  at  his 
death.  He  was  born  in  Alabama,  in  1830, 
secured  a fair  English  education,  and  followed 
the  pursuits  of  agriculture  all  his  life. 
Duriiiir  the  war  he  entered  the  Confederate 
army,  was  detailed  as  beef  driver,  furnishing 
the  Trans- Mississippi  troops  with  Western 
beef.  His  death  occurred  during  the  last 
year  of  the  war.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject  had  six  children,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living.  Our  subject’s 
mother,  nee  Erances  Thomas,  was  a daughter 
of  Dred  and  Malinda  Thomas.  Malinda 
Thomas  was  an  aunt  of  Senator  J.  M.  Mc- 
Kinney. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Massengale  had  five 
children, — W.  T. ; Malinda,  wife  of  John 
Peel;  Janie,  wife  of  Alexander  Blasienz;  Ida, 
who  married  J.  C.  Averyett;  W.  D.  mar- 
ried Mary  White.  The  mother  died  in 
1870. 

W.T.  Massengale  was  thrown  on  his  own 
resources  at  a tender  age,  on  account  of  the 
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early  deatli  of  liis  parents.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  Yt'Jirs  lie  was  left  to  provide  fur  a 
mother  and  younger  brothers  and  sisters,  lie 
has  always  followed  agricultural  jnirsuits, 
and  ill  1880  became  the  owner  of  his  first 
farm,  consisting  of  si.\ty-si\  acres,  and  when 
he  sold  the  place  ten  years  later,  to  C C. 
Cargill,  its  acreage  was  twice  as  great.  In 
1890  Mr.  Massengale  bought  his  jiresent 
farm  of  240  acres,  eighty  acres  of  which  is 
cultivated  to  corn  aiul  cotton.  In  1892, 
twenty-three  bales  were  raised  on  the  place, 
lie  also  feeds  about  fifty  head  of  beef  cattle 
annually.  Politically,  he  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  pat'ty,  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  county  and  State  affairs. 

In  1880,  Mr.  Massengale  was  married  to 
Mi  ss  Lulu  Cargill,  a sister  of  Mrs.  W.  II. 
Burnett,  of  this  county.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  three  children, — Averitt,  John 
and  Burnett.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Massengale  are 
members  of  the  Little  River  Baptist  Church. 

GABT.  P.  M.  KOLB,  an  old  settler  of 
V Milam  county  and  a prominent  and 
— prosperous  farmer,  was  born  in  Talbot 
county,  Georgia,  June  25,  1827.  His  parents, 
William  G.  and  Alzada  (Troupe)  Kolb  were 
natives,  the  father  of  North  Carolina  and  the 
mother  of  Virginia.  They  were  reared  how- 
ever in  the  Cherokee  Purchase  of  Georgia, 
whither  their  families  moved  durino  their 
childhood.  They  were  married  in  Jones 
county,  Georgia,  and  after  a residence  of  some 
years  in  Talbot,  Meriwether  and  Coweta 
counties,  that  State,  moved  in  1845  to  Texas 
and  settled  in  wdiat  is  now  Freestone  county, 
locating;  on  fvechi  near  the  mouth  of  Neoro 
creek.  There  the  father  bought  a tract  of  , 

O I 

3,000  acres  of  land  which  he  opened  up  and  | 
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i on  which  he  engaged  in  farming  and  stuck- 
: raising,  lie  w'as  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  locality  and  continued  to  reside  there  till 
the  date  of  his  death  in  1870.  He  died  how- 
ever at  Palestine,  wdiither  he  had  goneon  bus- 
iness.  His  widow  survived  him  several  years 
dying  in  Milam  county  in  1883.  Both  wei'C 
well  advanced  in  age.  Peter  M.  Kolb,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  fourth  of  their 
eleven  children.-  He  w’as  a young  man  when 
his  parents  came  to  this  State,  his  boyhood 
and  youth  having  been  passed  in  Georgia. 
Soon  after  coming  to  Texas  he  entered  the 
ranging  service,  enlisting  in  a regiment  com- 
manded by  Colonel  John  II.  Coniiei-,  with 
which  he  served  for  about  six  months  ao-ainst 
the  Indians  iii  the  w’estern  part  of  the  State. 
He  then  returned  to  Washington  county 
where  he  engaged  at  his  trade  as  carpenter 
and  gin  builder,  which  be  followed  there  for 
a number  of  years.  Marrying  in  the  mean 
time,  he  moved  to  Grimes  county  and  in  1859 
came  to  Milam  county.  On  coming  to  this 
county  he  purchased  150  acres  of  land  on 
Brushy  creek,  about  four  miles  west  of  where 
Rockdale  now  stands,  and  there  he  settled 
and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
September  8,  1861,  he  entered  the  Confeder- 
ate army,  eidisting  in  Company  D,  Harde- 
man’s Regiment,  with  which  he  served  in  the 
campaigns  into  New  Mexico,  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  Valverde,  and  was  on  the  return 
expedition  along  the  Gulf  coast,  taking  part 
in  the  engagements  at  Mansfield,  Pleasant 
Hill  and  Yellow  Bayou,  closing  his  services 
on  tlie  Brazos  in  Burleson  county,  where  his 
I’egiment  was  disbanded.  On  being  mustered 
into  the  service  he  was  elected  Third  Lieu- 
tenant ot  his  company,  soon  became  its  com- 
mander and  was  commissioned  Captain  in 
I 1863,  remaining  at  its  head  until  the  close  of 
I hostilities. 
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When  tlie  war  was  over  Caj)tain  Kull)  re- 
turned liome  and,  directing  Ids  attention  to 
the  pi'obleins  of  peace  then  confrontinjr  tlie 
country,  purchased  more  land,  which  lie 
opened  up  and  branched  out  in  the  successful 
pursuit  of  his  farming  enterprises.  Ilis 
jiresent  place,  consisting  of  760  acres,  has  been 
purchased  from  time  to  time  as  he  has  earned 
tlie  means  and  has  been  improved  from  year 
to  year  in  the  same  way;  500  acres  of  it  is 
now  under  cultivation  and  it  is  well  stocked 
and  furnished  with  a good  class  of  farm 
buildincrs  including  a giu  which  is  rnn  regu- 
larly  through  the  ginning  season.  The  farm 
lies  in  the  San  Gabriel  valley,  being  in  one 
of  the  richest  agricultural  sections  of  the 
county.  It  is  all  black  soil  and  yields  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  well-known  productiveness 
of  the  “ black  waxy  belt.”  Captain  Kolb  has 
given  his  attention  for  thirty-odd  years  ex- 
clusively to  agricultural  and  kindred  pursuits 
in  which  he  has  met  with  reasonable  success. 
He  has  never  held  any  public  office,  having 
refused  all  offers  of  this  nature.  He  has  a 
high  regard  for  the  good  opinion  of  his  fel- 
low-men and  endeavors  by  all  legitimate 
means  to  win  it,  but  he  does  not  confound 
this  with  popular  applause,  to  gain  which  so 
many  men  spend  a large  share  of  their  time 
and  effort.  Captain  Kolb  has  been  a Demo- 
crat all  his  life,  but  National  politics  attract- 
ing very  little  interest  in  Texas  at  an  early 
day,  he  never  cast  a vote  for  a Presidential 
candidate  until  1868,  voting  then  for  Seymour 
and  Blair,  the  regular  Democratic  nominees. 
In  1869  he  was  made  a Mason  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  order  since  that  date, 
lie  is  also  a member  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  subject  of 
this  notice  were:  Sai-ah  Ann,  who  was  mar- 
ried to  B.  A.  Parrott;  Parthenia  A.,  who  was 


married  to  Geoi’ge  Green ; Mary  A.,  who  was 
married  to  B.  M.  Martin;  John  Fletcher,  who 
died  in  Shelby  county,  eastern  Texas,  1855; 
William  G.,  who  enlisted  in  Waller’s  Battal- 
ion aiul  died  at  Hempstead  during  the  late 
war;  Hugh,  who  died  in  the  Confederate 
army  also;  Americus,  who  married  Mr.  Al- 
exander and  lives  in  Freestone  county  on  her 
father’s  old  homestead;  Georgie  A.,  who  was 
married  to  M.  Fletcher;  Martha,  who  vvas 
married  to  A.  B.  Bell,  and  Milton,  who  was 
married  to  George  Johnson  and  died  in  1880 
in  Llano  county. 

Ca])tain  Kolb  has  been  twice  married.  In 
1849  he  married  Miss  Charity  Robinson  who 
died  two  years  later,  leaving  one  child,  Fannie 
S.  March  11,  1855,  he  married  Miss  Martha 
Jane  Jackson,  daughter  of  E.  D.  and  Annie 
Jackson,  then  residents  of  Washington 
county,  this  State.  The  issue  of  this  union 
has  been  seven  children:  William  H.,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Abner  P.,  who  died  in  early 
youth  in  1878;  Charles  L.,  who  was  horn  in 
1860;  Mattie  A.,  born  in  1868;  Lela  V.,  born 
in  1871;  Minnie  A.,  born  in  1873,  and  Delia 
F.,  born  in  1877. 

G PUCKETT,  a successful  farmer  of 
Travis  county,  was  born  in  Vigo 
county,  Indiana,  January  21,  1831,  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Nancy  (Tarbin)  Puckett. 
The  family  are  of  Irish  descent,  and  lived  in 
North  Carolina  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  in  which  they  took  a prominent 
part.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
that  State,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age 
took  part  in  the  war  of  1812,  serving  in  both 
the  North  and  South.  During  the  battle  of 
New  Orleans  he  was  stationed  as  guard  near 
that  city.  After  the  close  of  the  struggle 
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lie  went  to  Indiana,  was  tliore  married  to  the 
motlier  of  our  subject,  tiien  tlie  widow 
Early,  and  lived  tliere  twenty-six  years.  On 
moving  to  tliat  State  the  Indians  were 
numerous  and  hostile,  and  he  assisted  in 
Imilding  the  first  house  on  the  present  site 
of  Terre  Haute.  In  1838  the  family  came 
to  Texas,  although  tlie  father  had  come  to 
this  State  tlie  year  previous  on  a prospecting 
tour,  and  pui'chased  land  in  Cherokee  county. 
He  afterward  located  on  the  place  where  our 
subject  resides,  and  the  old  log  cabin,  which 
he  built  in  an  early  day,  still  stands  in  the 
field.  The  mother  departed  this  life  in  1859, 
and  the  father  in  1808.  The  latter  was  a 
Democrat  in  political  matters,  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  left  a 
large  property  at  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Puckett  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
viz:  Irena,  deceased;  Hannah,  deceased;  L. 
D.,  of  Tom  Green  county,  Texas;  C.  H.,  de- 
ceased; the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Miranda 
C.  and  Useba,  twins,  the  former  the  widow  of 
Alexander  McRae,  of  Austin;  and  the  latter 
wife  of  Nathaniel  Moore,  of  Lincoln  county, 
New  Mexico;  and  Elijah,  deceased. 

C.  Puckett  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Texas,  and  early  in  life  engaged  in  the  stock 
business.  He  went  with  cattle  to  Coryell 
county,  and  was  there  during  the  late  war, 
in  which  he  served  in  the  western  part  of 
the  State.  In  1867  he  located  on  hispreseiit 
farm  of  700  acres  in  Travis  county,  300 
acres  of  which  is  under  a fine  state  of  cul- 
tivation. 

Mr.  Puckett  was  married  in  this  county, 
March  26,  1867,  to  Miranda  C.  Moore,  who 
was  born  in  Clark  county,  Arkansas, 
January  2,  1840,  a daughter  of  Thomas  W. 
and  Mathilress  (Yates)  Moore.  The  fatlier 
came  to  Texas  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
with  Austin’s  first  colony.  After  the  battle 


of  San  Jacinto  he  received  word  that  his 
first  wife  w’as  dying,  and  he  immediately 
went  to  headquarters  to  ask  for  a leave  of 
absence,  stating  the  i-eason.  He  was  refused 
by  Houston,  who  said  if  he  attempted  to  go 
he  would  be  shot.  However,  Mr.  Moore 
went  to  his  tent  and  prepared  to  leave,  but 
Mr.  Houston  ordered  a detail  to  surround 
him,  and  to  shoot  if  he  moved.  Mr.  Moore 
pointed  his  gun  .at  Houston  and  told  him  to 
give  the  word  if  he  dared,  but  he  would  be 
the  first  to  drop,  and  he  returned  home  in 
safety.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Puckett  have  four 
children, — Thomas,  of  Runnels  county, 
Texas;  Elihu,  a resident  of  Travis  county, 
Leon,  also  of  Runnels  county;  and  Cyrus, 
at  home.  Mr.  Puckett  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

E.  COOPER,  editor  of  the  Williamson 
County  Sun,  and  an  attorney  of  George- 
town, the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  a 
man  of  whom  Judge  Chessher  says:  “He  is  a 
straightforward,  reliable  and  successful  busi- 
ness man,  true  as  steel  and  honorable  in  every 
way.  His  success  in  business  has  been  at- 
tained in  a quiet  manner  and  he  has  never 
bored  anyone  with  his  paper.”  Mr.  Cooper 
was  born  in  Maury  county,  Tennessee,  Febru- 
ary 5,  1855,  and  came  of  the  noted  Cooper 
family  of  that  State.  His  parents,  Robert 
T.  and  Louise  Clementine  Cooper,  were 
both  natives  of  Tennessee,  where  they  were 
reared  and  married.  The  former,  a farmer 
of  Tennessee,  served  as  Sheriff  of  Lewis  county 
for  one  term,  and  enjoyed  an  extensive  ac- 
quaintance. During  the  late  war  he  enlisted 
in  1861,  was  made  Captain  of  Company  H, 
Third  Tennessee  Infantry,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Fort  Donelson,  being  retained 
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for  about  a year  at  Johnson’s  island,  when 
he  Avas  exchanged  and  returned  to  service. 
Dui-ing  his  entire  term  of  service  he  enjoyed 
only  two  short  furloughs  and  was  killed  at 
Raymond  in  battle  tiear  Jackson,  Mississippi, 
in  18G3.  Colonel  John  C.  Brown,  late  Gover- 
nor of  Tennessee,  in  speaking  of  him,  says: 
“ Xo  braver  man  was  in  the  service  than  l.e.” 
lie  was  leading  his  men  on  to  victory,  having 
himself  just  taken  two  prisoners,  and  the 
com])any  many  more,  when  he  was  shot  in  the 
breast  by  the  enemy,  and  only  lived  about 
two  hours.  They  were  led  into  ambush  and 
were  having  a hand  to  hand  encounter.  Two 
of  his  company,  who  saw  him  tall,  ran  to  his 
relief,  one  on  either  side,  and  both  were  in- 
stantly killed,  falling  each  way  dead  over 
him.  His  age,  at  death,  was  thirty-live  years. 
Daring  life  he  attended  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  faith  he  was  reared,  although 
he  was  not  a member  of  the  church.  His 
father,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Robert  O. 
Cooper,  served  as  County  Clerk  for  Lewis 
county  for  over  twenty  years.  He  had  a 
remarkable  memory,  and  was  one  of  the  best 
read  men  in  the  State.  He  had  ten  sons  and 
live  grandsons  in  the  Confederate  army,  of 
whom  live  of  the  former  lost  their  lives  in 
the  service,  four  of  the  others  returned  home 
wounded,  and  only  one  of  the  ten  escaped 
unhurt.  In  addition  to  the  ten  sons  in  the 
army,  Mr.  Cooper  had  one  son  physically 
unable  to  go  into  the  army,  and  three  daugh- 
ters, and  reared  his  fourteen  children  to  ma- 
turity. This  honored  gentleman  died  at  the 
age  of  ninety-four.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  wife  was  Cooper,  but  she  was  no  connec- 
tion, a native  of  Iowa,  of  Irish  extraction, 
her  grandparents  being  natives  of  Ireland, 
who  settled  in  South  Carolina  on  coming  to 
this  country.  Our  subject’s  mother,  Louise 
Clementine  was  one  of  four  daughters  born 


to  Robert  O.  Smith,  while  her  father  was  a 
nephew  of  Robert  O.  Cooper,  our  subject’s 
grandfather.  The  mother  was  reared  by  her 
maternal  grandfather,  who  was  a Baptist  in 
religion.  Owin<r  to  hei' training  she  inclined 
to  the  same  faith  and  was  noted  for  her  sweet 
and  kind  disposition,  being  one  of  the  most 
amiable  of  women.  So  strong  was  the  attach- 
ment between  her  husband  and  herself  that  she 
never  recovered  from  the  shock  of  his  death, 
although  she  survived  him  until  1867,  when 
she  died.  She  possessed  many  of  the  sweet 
and  loving  attributes  of  the  wife,  mother  and 
neighbor,  and  so  strongly  were  her  acquaint- 
ances impressed  by  this  fact  that  they  were 
all  her  friends. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  of  live  children, 
two  of  whom  were  twins  that  died  in  infancy, 
those  living,  being:  Mary  Belle,  wife  of  W. 
S.  Leake,  of  Georgetown:  Robert  T.  Cooper, 
who  married  Miss  Corinna  Taylor,  and  is  the 
collector  in  the  First  National  Bank,  and  our 
subject.  The  last  was  educated  in  his  na- 
tive State,  and  after  finishing  he  engaged 
as  clerk  in  the  Chancery’s  Clerk’s  office  for 
about  two  years,  during  which  time  he  did  a 
great  deal  of  writing  necessary  in  such  a 
capacity.  He  then  came  to  Texas,  January, 
1876, and  taught  school  in  Williamson  county 
for  seven  months,  being  very  successful.  In 
spite  of  his  success  in  the  work,  he  felt  that 
he  was  better  suited  for  other  things,  so  en- 
gaged as  clerk  at  Round  Rock  for  Captain 
J.  C.  S.  Marrow.  He  came  to  Georgetown 
in  1877,  and  in  April  of  that  year  started  his 
paper.  The  Williamson  County  Sun,  to  which 
he  gave  the  present  name.  Since  that  time 
he  has  been  the  editor  and  publisher  with  the 
exception  of  the  year  1801 — '02.  This  pa{)er 
has  a circulation  of  1,500,  and  has  been  the 
official  pa])Cr  of  the  county  and  city  for  many 
years.  The  success  of  the  paper  has  been 
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wonderful.  Altliou^^Ii  lie  started  witliout 
monev,  Ids  energy,  determination  and  zeal 
have  amply  compensated  for  that  lack.  Dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Georgetown  he  has  been 
importuned  many  times  to  accept  office,  but 
lias  always  refused.  Being  a person  who  has 
had  the  welfare  of  the  county  and  city  at 
heart,  he  has  done  more  than  his  share  of  the 
charity  work,  both  as  an  editor  and  a private 
person.  lie  has  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
Democratic  County  E.xecntive  Committee, 
and  is  now  a member  from  his  county  of  the 
Conirressional  Executive  Committee,  and  has 
always  taken  a leading  part  in  advancing  the 
best  interests  of  the  count}". 

Mr.  Cooper  was  married  in  1878,  to  Miss 
jMary  Sansom,  daughter  of  Colonel  Richard 
Sansom  of  Georgetown,  an  old  settler  and 
ex-Conn ty  Treasurer,  also  a member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  of  1876.  lie  died 
in  1880,  at  the  age  of  fifty  four.  Our  sub- 
ject and  wife  have  three  children,  namely: 
Jessie  A.,  Louise  S.  and  Edgar  L.  Both  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  ineinbers  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  in  which  the  former  has 
been  an  Elder  for  many  years.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  11.  and  Knights  and 
Ladies  of  Honor,  and  Knights  of  Pythias. 

G APTAIX  J.  L.  BRITTAIN,  a mem- 
her  of  the  marble  firm  of  Brittain  & 
Spencer,  of  Georgetown,  Texas,  was 
born  in  Putnam  county,  Indiana,  November 
20,  1833.  Ilis  parents  were  Nathaniel  and 
Emeline  ( Faught)  Brittain.  The  mother  was 
a native  of  Keutucicy,  and  a daughter  of  Paul 
Faught,  an  old  and  highly-esteemed  pioneer 
citizen,  and  an  extensive  farmer- of  Putnam 
county.  1 1 is  death  occurred  in  that  county. 
Our  subject's  father,  formerly  a farmer  of 


Indiana,  came  to  Texas  in  1846,  and  his 
death  occurred  at  Brittain  Springs  (named  in 
his  honor),  Denton  county.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  that  locality,  was  well 
and  favorably  known,  and  was  acquainted 
with  the  hardships  and  dangers  incident  to 
Texas  pioneer  life.  He  died  in  1847,  at  the 
age  of  forty-three  years.  His  wife  departed 
this  life  in  1845,  soon  after  coming  to  Texas. 
She  was  a <jood  and  devout  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brittain 
w'erc  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  and  all  are  in  Texas 
except  one  brother,  James,  who  resides  in 
Louisiana. 

Captain  J.  I-.  Brittain,  the  second  of  the 
seven  children,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  reared  to  farm  life.  He  came  to  Georerc- 
town,  Texas,  in  1852,  and  soon  afterward  en- 
gaged in  the  jnercantile  business,  as  a clerk. 
He  next  conducted  a business  for  himself 
seven  years.  Mr.  Brittain  was  elected  Sher- 
iff of  this  county  just  before  the  war,  serving 
about  six  months,  and  xvhen  the  dark  cloud  of 
war  arose,  although  an  anti-secessionist,  when 
the  State  seceded  he  took  the  side  of  the 
State,  and  enlisted  in  1862  as  a private.  In 
1861  he  was  in  the  ranging  service  on  the 
border.  Secession  coming  on.  Governor 
Houston  called  them  in,  after  a service  of 
some  six  months,  and  our  subject  serv'ed  as 
acting  Adjutant,  xvith  the  rank  of  Captain. 
He  saw  hard  service,  chased  many  Indians, 
and  passed  through  200  miles  of  country, 
which  was  then  tilled  with  buftaloes.  James 
Brittain,  a younger  brother  of  our  subject, 
then  aged  about  fourteen  years,  on  one  occ  i- 
sion  was  out  with  a surveying  party  of  about 
fifteen.  He  served  as  their  errand  boy. 
When  out  fimm  the  office  of  the  surveyor 
about  lifteen  miles,  they  put  him  on  a horse 
to  retuni  to  the  office  for  something  they  had 
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forcotteii.  lie  attended  to  the  errand  and 
was  back  in  due  time.  While  he  was  gone 
the  party  liad  been  visited  by  a lot  of  blood- 
thirsty Indians,  who  had  killed  the  entire 
party,  and  this  alone  was  perhaps  all  that 
saved  him  from  a like  fate.  He  foiiiid  their 
bodies  scattered  here  and  there,  and  all  were 
sleeping  that  sleep  that  knows  no  waking.  Our 
subject  served  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  in  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
was  in  no  great  battles,  but  saw  much  hard 
service.  He  was  with  General  Marmaduke, 
of  Missouri,  for  the  most  part.  Mr.  Brittain 
returned  home  in  May,  1865,  resumed  farm- 
ing, but  soon  afterward  took  a drove  of  horses 
to  Arkansas,  which  proved  a successful  trip. 
He  was  ne.\t  en^acred  in  merchandising:  about 
twelve  years,  and  then,  in  1875,  returned  to 
his  farm,  where  he  followed  that  occupation 
and  trading  in  live  stock.  He  still  owns  a 
ranch  near  town,  and  also  a drove  of  horses 
in  the  West.  In  1891  Mr.  Brittain  embarked 
in  the  marble  business  in  Georgetown,  with 
().  L.  Spencer,  in  which  they  are  doing  well. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1869  to  Miss 
Julia  Posey,  a daughter  of  James  C.  Posey, 
of  this  county.  They  have  five  children, 
viz.:  Maud,  wife  of  Jack  Duke,  of  Round 
Rock,  this  county;  Pat  C.,  attending  the 
Southwestern  University;  Posey;  Frank  L. 
and  Jessie  May.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
in  1879,  aged  thirty-three  years.  Mr.  Brit- 
tain is  a member  of  blue  lodge  and  chap- 
ter, and  religiously  is  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  In  early  days  our 
subject  was  well  acquainted  with  such  men  as 
Pinkney  Anderson,  Sam  Houston,  Philip 
Clayburn,  Bert  Simons,  Bob  Taylor  and 
others  whose  names  figure  in  Te.xas  pioneer 
history.  These  geiitiemen  were  not  afraid  to 
(hj  and  dare,  and  to  them  the  civilization  of 
the  j)iesent  day  is  greatly  due.  Captain 


Brittain,  like  many  uthei'S,  has  done  his  part 
in  opening  up  the  frontier  and  pre[)aring  the 
way  for  the  [)ace  of  civilization  and  progress, 
which  the  present  generation  now  enjoys. 
He  has  ever  been  in  thorough  sympathy  with 
the  progress  and  growth  of  the  community 
on  every  line  of  advancement. 


d|OIlN  FAUBIOH,  of  Williamson  county, 

I is  a son  of  William  and  Rosanna  (Ayers) 
Faubion.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  the  State,  and  of  German  descent. 
Grandfather  Jacob  Faubion  emigrated  to 
America  about  the  middle  of  tho  eighteenth 
century,  manned  an  Et)glish  lady,  and  lived 
for  a time  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1760  they 
moved  to  the  eastern  part  of  what  is  now 
Tennessee,  settling  in  what  afterward  became 
Cocke  county,  where  he  raised  a large  family. 
Several  of  his  sons  participated  in  the  war  of 
1812.  William  Faubion,  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, passed  his  entire  lifetime  in  that  county. 
He  was  married  at  the  age  of  eigteen  years, 
and  they  had  eight  children,  four  now  living: 
John,  our  subject;  Frethias,  of  Cocke  county, 
Tennessee;  AVilliam,of  Milam  county,  Texas; 
and  Tillman  A.,  of  Burnet,  this  State.  The 
Faubion  family  have  been  farmers  and  black- 
smiths by  occupation,  and  are  Baptists  in 
their  religious  views.  The  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject came  from  South  Carolina  to  Tennessee. 
While  making  the  journey  the  wagon  needed 
repairing,  and  they  camped  at  the  blacksmith 
shop  of  Mr.  Faubion,  where  they  became  ac- 
quainted, and  were  marrieil  the  following 
morning.  Her  parents  continued  the  journey 
to  middle  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Faubion  died  a 
few  years  after  marriage,  and  hei'  husband 
departed  this  life  in  1839. 

John  Faubion,  the  subject  c)f  this  sketch, 
was  born  in  Cocke  county.  Tennessee,  Febru- 
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HISTORY  OF  TEXAS. 


arj  6,  1812.  In  the  fall  of  1853  he  brought 
his  family  and  a number  of  negro  slaves  to 
Texas,  landing  in  this  vicinity  in  the  follow- 
ing December.  Mr.  Fauhion  has  since  lived 
in  the  neighhorhciod,  has  done  much  toward 
the  development  of  this  beautiful  and  natui'- 
ally  favored  section,  and  is  now  ready  to  re- 
tire from  life’s  duties.  In  1861  he  built  the 
beautiful  and  commodious  stone  residence  he 
now  occupies.  Mr.  Fauhion  has  in  his  pos- 
session many  deeds  and  land  warrants,  and  the 
following  is  taken  from  an  old  deed  given  his 
grandfather  in  Cocke  county,  Tennessee.  It 
is  described  as  “a  certain  tract  of  land  con- 
taining forty-two  acres,  lying  in  the  county 
of  Cocke,  on  the  end  of  a ridge  called 
Widow’s  Ridge,  beginning  at  three  black 
oaks,  and  running  thence  west  forty-two 
poles  to  a black  oak  and  white  oak,  south 
forty-five,  west  eighty-three  poles  to  a black 
oak  sapling,  south  again  sixty  poles  to  a 
stake,  east  forty-five  to  a stake  on  his  deeded 
land,”  etc. 

In  1833,  in  Cocke  county,  our  subject  was 
married,  and  in  the  course  of  life  they  had 
seven  children,  viz.:  • William,  of  Leapder, 
Texas;  Jeremiah,  of  Lampasas  county ; James 
R.,  also  of  Leander;  John,  of  Bell  county; 
Luther,  of  Leander;  Mary,  widow'  of  a Mr. 
Wilson,  and  resides  three  miles  from  her 
father’s  home;  Isabella,  deceased,  was  the 
wife  of  Andrew  Pickle,  of  Leander.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  in  1849,  and  October 
3,  1851,  Mr.  Faubion  married  Elizabeth 
Stephen.  Their  child  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Faubion  has  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
Methodist  Church  for  many  years. 

William  Faubion,  the  eldest  son,  was  born 
in  Cocke  county,  Tennessee,  February  28, 
1835.  and  was  nineteen  years  of  age  when  his 
]):irents  came  to  Texas.  After  marriage  he 
spent  two  years  in  Burnet  county,  hut  at  the 
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opening  of  the  late  war,  on  account  of  Indian 
troubles,  he  returned  to  Williamson  county. 
He  enlisted  as  a jirivate  in  Company  D,  Six- 
teenth Texas  Infantry,  sei’ved  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department  until  the  surrender, 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Milliken’s 
Bend,  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  and  in  Bank’s 
expedition  on  Red  river.  Mr.  Faubion  now 
owns  515  acres  of  fine  land,  150  acres  of 
wdiich  is  cultivated.  The  place  was  pur- 
chased in  1878,  is  located  two  miles  north- 
Avest  of  Leander,  and  contains  over  $7,000 
worth  of  improvements.  He  erected  a wind- 
mill at  a spring  a quarter  of  a mile  from  his 
house,  and  forced  the  \vater  to  a 500  gallon 
wooden  tank,  raised  ten  feet.  But,  not  satis- 
fied with  this,  he  built  a cemented  circular 
reservoir  of  stone,  five  feet  deep,  and  about 
twenty  feet  in  diameter,  on  a point  higher 
than  his  stables,  and  thus  has  a constant  sup- 
ply of  water.  He  also  has  several  tine  varie- 
ties of  fish  in  the  reservoir. 

Mr.  Faubion  was  married  in  this  neigh- 
borhood,  December  22,  1858,  to  Marinda 
Black,  a daughter  of  W.  M.  Black,  who  emi- 
grated from  this  State  to  Arkansas  in  1848. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  ten  children: 
John,  of  Jones  county,  Texas;  Mollie,  at 
home;  W.  C.,  of  Hill  county,  this  State; 
James,  at  home;  E.  H.,  of  Williamson 
county;  Maggie,  wife  of  Travis  Harrel,  a 
medical  student;  Frank,  Louis,  Gilbert  and 
Abbie,  at  home.  Mr.  Faubion  affiliates  with 
the  Democratic  party. 

James  R.  Faubion,  the  third  son  of  John 
Faubion,  was  born  in  Cocke  county,  Tennes- 
see, July  15,  1839,  but  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Texas.  In  1862  he  enlisted  for 
service  in  the  late  war,  entering  Company  A, 
Moi-gan’s  battalion,  and  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Arkansas  Post,  Mansfield,  Pleasant 
Hill,  in  Bank’s  expedition,  and  in  Manna- 
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duke’s  raid  to  Ca])e  G irardcau.  Tie  now 
owns  one  of  the  finest  fai  ins  in  Williainson 
comity, -consisting  of  200  acres,  100  acres  of 
wliicli  is  cultivated.  He  also  has  200  acres 
of  pasture  land  in  Burnet  county.  In  his 
political  relations,  Mr.  Fanhion  is  a Demo- 
crat; socially,  is  a Master  Mason,  has  served 
as  AVorshipfnl  Master  of  his  lodge  several 
times,  and  is  now  Senior  Deacon;  and  in  his 
religions  views,  is  a member  and  Steward  of 
the  Methodist  Episcojial  Church.  He  has 
served  as  Sunday-school  Siifierintendent 
many  years. 

j\Ir.  Faubion  was  married  in  AVilliamson 
county,  in  1858,  to  Cilinda  Babcock,  who 
was  born  in  Illinois,  but  came  with  her  par- 
ents to  AVilliamson  county,  Texas,  at  an  early 
acre.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faubion  liave  three 
children:  Charles,  a clerk  in  the  Asses.sor’s 

office  at  Georgetown;  John,  telegraph  opera- 
tor at  Buda,  Texas;  and  James,  engaged  in 
the  same  occupation  at  Fairland,  this  State. 
The  wife  and  mother  died  in  1881.  At 
Liberty  Hill,  Texas,  in  1885,  the  father  mar- 
ried Mary  Potts,  a native  of  Arkansas,  who 
also  came  to  this  State  when  a child.  They 
have  five  children:  Eulah,  Bessie,  Walter, 

Lilburne  and  Arthur. 


EORGE  T.  JACKSON,  a member  of 
the  Legislature,  a prosperous  farmer 
and  worthy  citizen  of  Burleson  county, 
Texas,  was  born  in  Scott  count}’,  Mis- 
sissippi, October  1,  1851.  He  is  a son  of  W. 
B.  and  A’’irginia  C.  (Keahey)  Jackson,  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina  and  Mississippi,  re- 
spectively, who  moved  frotn  the  latter  State 
to  Texas  in  1852,  and  have  been  for  many 
Years  prominent  and  of  respected  I'esidents 
Burleson  county.  After  forty-tiv(!  years  of 


married  life,  they  are  in  the  full  enjoyment 
of  health  and  happiness,  with  their  children 
grown  up  and  comfortaI)ly  situated  around 
them.  This  worthy  couple  landed  in  Texas 
in  the  January  following  the  birth  of  thesub- 
ject  of  this  sketch,  where  he  has  ever  since 
resided,  having  been  reared  to  farm  life  and 
stock-i-aising.  He  received  a good  education 
for  the  times  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
viciidty,  after  which  he  taught  two  terms. 
He  lived  under  the  paternal  roof  until  he  was 
thirty-three  years  of  age,  when  he  was  mar- 
ried. Preparatory  to  this  event,  he  bought 
143  acres  of  raw  land,  on  which  he  built  a 
house,  and  after  marriacre  becran  to  clear  and 
improve  it.  He  now  has  eighty  acres  fenced, 
fifty  of  which  are  well  cultivated  to  cotton 
and  corn,  besides  which  he  raises  sufficient 
pork  to  supply  his  home  with  lard  and  meat. 

His  marriage  occurred  December  23, 1883, 
to  Miss  Thomas  L.  Lovelace,  an  estimal)le 
lady,  born  in  Alabama,  April  4,  18G1.  Her 
parents,  William  R.  and  Martha  Lovelace, 
were  natives  of  Georgia,  who  moved  to  Texas 
in  18G7,  and  first  settled  at  Jones’  Prairie,  in 
Milam  county,  whence  they  subsequently 
removed  to  Burleson  county.  Here  the  de- 
voted mother  died  in  187G,  and  the  father  is 
now  residing  in  Brown  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson  have  had  five  children,  three  of 
whom  died  young.  Those  surviving  are: 
AVilliam  R.,  born  June  29,  1885,  who  was  a 
twin,  the  other  one  having  died;  and  Ruby 
T.,  born  May  25,  1888. 

Politically,  Mr.  Jackson  follows  in  the 
footsteps  of  his  father,  being  a strong  advo- 
cate of  Democracy.  He  was  nominated  to  his 
first  office  in  1892,  and  elected  a member  of 
the  Legislature  to  represent  his  district,  his 
ojiponent  having  been  a third-party  man. 
Those  who  know  Mr.  Jackson  and  appreciate 
his  sterling  qualities  of  chai'acter,  may  rest 
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a'-'snred  tliat  his  constituents  will  be  ably  and 
lionorably  represented. 

Fraternally,  IMr.  Jackson  affiliates  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons.  He  and  his  devoted 
wife  ai’o  earnest  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  to  which  his  family  have  belonged 
for  several  generations.  He  and  his  wife  are 
worthy  people,  and  enjoy  the  uidversal  es- 
teem of  their  community. 

F.  IlEINATZ,  deceased,  was  a well  and 
favorably  known  character  in  William- 
son county,  and  especially  in  the  region 
known  as  Bagdad  prairie,  where  he  had  been 
the  leading  business  factor  for  nearly  forty 
years.  As  the  name  indicates,  he  was  of 
German  birth  and  parentage,  having  been 
born  in  Prussia  December  6,  1822.  He 
early  learned  the  blacksmiths’  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  in  the  fatherland  until 
1848,  when  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  the  New  World.  Arriving  at  Galveston 
November  27  of  that  year,  Mr.  Heinatz  spent 
the  first  few  years  in  trav'eling  throughout 
the  North  and  West.  In  the  , early  ’50s  he 
returned  to  Texas,  and,  after  a sojourn  in 
Shelby  county,  located  at  Austin,  where  he 
soon  afterward  married  Miss  Bertha  Raven. 
She  died  one  year  later  without  issue.  In 
the  fall  of  1853  our  subject  located  on  the 
strip  of  prairie  afterward  known  as  Bagdad 
prairie,  having  been  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers in  that  part  of  the  county.  He  followed 
his  trade  in  a stone  blacksmith  shop  for 
a number  of  years,  after  which,  on  account 
of  failing  liealth,  he  embarked  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  By  honesty,  fair  dealing 
and  good  business  judgment  Mr.  Heinatz 
gradually  built  up  a lai’ge  trade,  mount- 
ing from  the  condition  of  obscurity  and 
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poverty  to  a position  of  influence  and  wealth. 

December  10,  1803,  at  Austin,  he  married 
Emilie  Krohn,  who  still  survives,  and  whose 
many  good  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  made 
his  success  possible.  Mrs.  Heinatz  was  born 
in  Princelan,  near  Berlin,  Germany,  Septem- 
ber 3,  1842,  a daughter  of  Carl  and  Emilie 
Krohn.  In  1854  the  family  came  to  Austin, 
Texas,  where  the  father  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. The  mother  died  in  Austin,  Texas, 
January  25,  1878.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heinatz 
had  eight  children,  viz.:  Charles  F.,  Mary, 
John,  William,  Dora,  Shelton,  Marvin  and 
Sarah.  The  last  suffered  death  January 
13,  1891,  by  a most  distressing  accident. 
Her  clothing  caught  fire  while  she  was 
standing  in  front  of  a fire-place,  and  death 
ensued  in  a few  hours.  J.  F.  Heinatz  died 
May  4,  1891,  after  a long  illness,  his  demise 
occurred  at  his  home  in  Bagdad.  The  busi- 
ness world  remembers  him  as  a successful 
and  leading  merchant,  but  the  community  in 
which  he  lived  will  always  feel  his  loss  as  a 
promoter  of  every  good  work,  as  he  was 
liberal  of  his  means,  and  untiring  in  his  ef- 
forts to  protnote  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community.  He  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and 
in  his  church  papers  we  find  that,  “ He  was  a 
Steward  f*>r  many  years,  and  looked  after  the 
interests  of  the  church  with  a jealous  carp.” 
As  a Sunday-school  Superintendent  he  wa§ 
a success.  On  his  death  bed, as  the  minister 
entered  the  room,  he  turned  to  his  wife  and 
said:  “Mamma,  get  that  purse  and  make 

that  settlement  at  once.”  That  being  done, 
he  expressed  his  satisfaction,  and  said  he  was 
now  ready  to  depart.  His  last  words  were: 
“ 1 am  happier  to-day  that  I have  been  for  a 
long  time.” 

Charles  F.  Heinatz,  eldest  son  of  the  above, 
and  who  novv  successfully  carries  on  the  busi- 
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ness  left  Ijy  liis  father,  was  born  at  Bagdad, 
October  12,  1800.  lie  beixfin  mercantile  life 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  as  a clerl<  for  his 
fatliei',  l)ut  after  two  years  left  the  counter 
for  the  free  life  on  the  plains.  In  June,  1888, 
the  firm  of  J.  F.  Ileinatz  & Son  was  formed, 
since  which  time  he  has  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness. It  is  now  entirely  his  own  enterprise, 
and  is  the  lai-gest  btisiness  in  the  new  town 
of  Leander,  a town  built  from  the  ruins  of 
old  Bagdad.  Mr.  Ileinatz  was  married  in 
Burnet  county,  Texas,  October  1,  1890,  to 
Ida  M.^Yett.  They  have  had  two  children, 
liobert  II.,  and  Koy  John  F.,  twins.  The 
latter  is  now  deceased. 

ASA  JACKSON,  a well-to-do  farmer 
and  respected  citizen  of  Burleson  coun- 
ty, Texas,  is  a tiative  son  of  the  Lone 
Star  State,  having  been  born  in  Hill  county, 
June  19,  1856.  His  parents,  AV.  B.  and  Vir- 
ginia C.  (Keahey)  Jackson,  are  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Mississippi,  respectively, 
and  moved  from  the  latter  State  to  Texas  in 
1852.  They  settled  in  Johnson  county  when 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a!)out  five  years 
of  age,  and  there  remained  five  years.  They 
then  removed  to  Burleson  county,  where 
young  Asa  attained  his  growth,  was  married, 
and  where  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  this  notice,  remained 
under  the  paternal  roof  until  he  was  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  when,  in  1880,  he  was  mar- 
ried. He  then  rented  a tract  of  land  which 
he  farmed  until  1882,  when  he  bought  200 
acres  of  wild  land,  100  of  which  is  now  under 
fence,  with  about  sixty  acres  under  cultiva- 
tio'ii.  He  rents  [>art  of  his  land,  but  grows  j 
the  remainder  to  cotton  and  corn,  and  raises 
sufficient  pork  to  supply  his  home  with  lard,  I 


etc.  He  taught  school  about  three  years,  but 

now  tlevotes  his  attention  entirely  to  his 

farming  interests. 
r> 

In  1880  Air.  Jackson  married  Miss  L.  R. 
Collier,  an  intelligent  lady,  who  was  born  in 
Alabama,  April  3,  1860,  and  came  to  Texas 
with  her  parents  in  1878.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Professor  J.  P.  and  Alary  A.  (Rogers) 
Collier,  also  natives  of  Alabama.  Her  father 
has  followed  teaching  nearly  all  his  life,  and 
both  parents  now  reside  in  Llano,  Llano 
county,  Texas.  Mr.  and  Airs.  Jackson  have 
had  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  young. 
Those  surviving  are:  Paulina  E.,  born  May 
30,  1882;  Roy  C.,  born  January  20,  1884; 
Rowena  V.,  born  April  2,  1886;  and  Alary 
R.,  born  April  30,  1889. 

Politically,  Air.  Jacksoji  adheres  to  the 
Democratic  party,  of  which  his  father  before 
him  has  always  been  a strong  advocate,  but 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  does  not  aspire  to 
public  office,  although  taking  a deep  interest 
in  the  public  welfare.  He  is  a worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Alasonic  fraternity,  and  he  and  his 
faithful  wife  are  useful  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  to  which  denomination  his  an- 
cestors for  several  generations  have  belonged. 
Air.  Jackson  is  a worthy  son  of  a worthy 
father,  and  reflects  credit  on  his  birthplace 
and  place  of  residence,  the  great  State  of 
Texas. 


OSEPH  T.  DANIEL,  deceased,  who  re- 
sided on  his  farm  inAIilam  county, Texas, 
for  nearly  half  a century,  was  one  of  the 
venerable  citizens  of  the  county.  A brief 
sketch  of  his  life  is  as  follows  : 

Joseph  T.  Daniel  w£s  born  in  Alabama. 
Decemljer  31,  1824,  son  of  lYyton  and  Alary 
(Curry)  Daniel,  the  former  of  Georgian  birth. 
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and  tlie  latter  a native  of  Alabama.  An 
orphan  wlien  (piite  young,  Joseph  T.  was  left 
to  the  care  of  his  maternal  grandparents, 
Thomas  Curry  and  wife,  with  whom,  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  he  came  to  Te.xas.  lie  re- 
mained a meniher  of  their  family  until  he 
retiched  his  majority.  While  his  educational 
advantages  were  limited,  he  was  fortunate  in 

C> 

receiving  good  training  otherwise,  his  grand- 
parents being  industrious,  moral  people,  who 
instilled  into  him  good  principles,  their  daily 
lives  being  in  accord  with  their  teachings. 
On  coming  to  Texas,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curry 
took  up  their  residence,  about  January  5, 
1835,  in  tlie  settlement  then  constituting 
liobertson’s  colony, — what  is  now  Kobertson 
county.  There  the  grandfather  died  in  ISIO, 
leaving  to  jmung  Daniel  his  right  to  a league 
of  land  which  he  had  located  in  w'hat  is  now 
Milam  county.  This  county  was  then  unor- 
ganized and  w’as  practically  unoccupied  terri- 
tory, the  Indians  being  too  numerous  and 
hostile  to  permit  of  its  settlement.  Mr. 
Daniel  was  yet  young  and  not  desirous  of  set- 
tling down,  so  he  held  the  papers  but  made 
no  attempt  to  improve  the  laud.  In  the 
meantime,  his  services  being  called  for  in  de- 
fense of  the  settlers,  he  entered  the  various 
organizations  as  they  w^ere  raised,  and  helped 
through  several  years  to  protect  the  frontier 
against  both  the  Indians  and  Mexicans.  In 
1840-1  he  was  a member  of  the  organiza- 
tion known  as  the  Minute  Men,”  and  par^ 
ticipated  with  this  organization  in  a number 
of  expeditions  against  the  redskins.  In  1842 
he  joined  the  expedition  against  Mexico,  un- 
der General  Sumervell,  and  was  out  on 
duty  several  months.  Later,  he  was  in  the 
celebrated  Snively  expedition,  organized  to 
intercept  the  Mexic.an  train  on  its  w'ay  to  St. 
Lonis  with  gold  and  silver,  which  expedition 
tailed  in  its  purpote  to  get  the  precious  metal 


but  succeeded  in  getting  some  lighting  out 
of  the  Mexicans.  Then,  in  1846,  he  enlisted 
in  Ross’  j'egiment  for  the  Mexican  war,  and 
served  on  the  Rio  Grande  for  three  months, 
or  until  the  close  of  hostilities. 

Marrying  in  1847,  Mr.  Daniel  moved  out 
to  the  claim  which  his  grandfather  had  left 
him  in  Milam  county,  and  on  this  tract  of 
land  he  afterwuird  made  his  home.  Livestock 
was  the  principal,  source  of  revenue  at  an 
earlier  day,  and  Mr.  Daniel  was  prolitably 
engaged  in  raising  and  selling  horses  and 
cattle  until  the  opening  of  the  late  war, 
during  the  first  tw’o  years  of  the  war  man- 
aging to  hold  his  busitiess  pretty  w'ell  in 
hands,  baton  the  call  for  volunteers  in  1863, 
he  entered  the  Confederate  service  and  was  in 
it  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  serving  on 
the  Gulf  coast  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Galves- 
ton. When  he  returned  home  after  the  close 
of  the  war  he  found  most  of  his  property 
gone,  and  it  was  not  until  after  several  years 
of  hard  work  and  close  economy  that  he  was 
able  to  replace  what  he  had  lost.  In  1879 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. In  this  venture  however,  he  vvas  un- 
fortunate, losing  not  only  the  ready  cash  he 
had,  but  also  having  to  sacrifice  some  of  his 
land  in  order  to  save  his  credit.  He  then  re- 
tired to  his  farm  and  thereafter  gave  his  at- 
tention strictly  to  farming  pursuits,  the  place 
comprising  about  200  acres  of  black  soil, 
w’ell  located,  most  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion and  productive. 

Mr.  Daniel  was  tw'ice  married.  In 
March,  1847,  he  w'edded  Miss  Nancy  House, 
daughter  of  John  House,  who  moved  to 
Texas  from  Mississippi  in  1836,  ilying  shortly 
afterward  in  Robertson  county  or  colony  as 
it  was  then  called.  This  lady  was  a native 
of  Mississippi.  They  became  tbe  })arents  of 
seven  children,  as  follows  : Li-ances,  who 
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Daniel  D.  Fowler  was  bora  in  Butler 


was  married  to  W.  C.  Sparks,  and  vvdio  died 
in  Bell  eonncy,  this  State,  April  21,  1888; 
Mary  C.,  wife  of  Alike  Rogers,  Milam  county; 
Wade  11.,  a resident  of  Oregon;  Joseph  B., 
who  died  in  1881,  leavitm  a widow  and  three 
childi-en;  Artilla,  wile  of  James  Swann,  Bell 
county,  died  February  2 1890;  Dora,  wife  of 
J.  W.  Smith;  and  John  D..  a farmer  of  Mi- 
lam county.  Airs.  Daniel  died  September  19, 
1871,  and  Alay  18,  1873,  Air.  Daniel  married 
Airs.  Sarah  Riggan,  the  widow  of  Rev.  AI.  T. 
Riggan,  formerly  of  Alikm  county.  The 
present  Airs.  Daniel  is  a daughter  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Gillniore,  natives  of  Alabama. 
Her  father  was  a leading  Alethodist  divine 
of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  for  many  years, 
dying  in  the  latter  State,  October  2,  1844,  of 
typhoid  fever.  His  wife  died  on  the  same 
(lay  and  of  the  same  disease.  Mrs.  Daniel 
had  live  children  by  her  former  marriage, 
none  of  whom  are  now  living.  By  her  last 
marriage  she  had  no  children.  Airs.  Daniel, 
as  was  also  her  late  laniented  husband,  is  a 
menjber  of  the  Alethodist  Church  and  zealous 
in  the  snp>port  of  all  church  work.  Politi- 
cally, Air.  Daniel  was  originall}’  a Democrat, 
but  in  later  years  was  independent,  wdth  a 
leaning  toward  the  People’s  party.  Fra- 
ternally, he  was  a Chapter  Alason. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1893,  Air.  Daniel  was 
stricken  down  with  paralysis  and  lay  until 
the  29th  of  August,  when  he  departed  this 
life,  sincerely  lamented  by  all. 

D.ANIEL  D.  fowler,  a prominent 
I and  [)rosperons  farmer,  residing  in  the 

'icinity  ol  Cause,  Alilam  county, 

Te.xas,  is  a son  of  Ale.xander  Fowler,  and  a 
brother  of  -loseph  D.  Fowler 


county,  Alabama,  in  1850,  but  was  reared  in 
Guadalupe  and  Milam  counties,  Texas’ grow- 
ing up  on  the  farm  and  receiving  the  usual 
educational  advantages  of  the  day.  He  was 
in  his  eighteenth  year  when  his  father  died, 
and,  being  one  of  a large  family,  he  began  at 
that  time  to  look  out  for  himself.  His  first 
employment  was  as  a teamster,  hauling 
freight  frojn  Alilam  and  Bryan,  then  the  ter- 
mini of  the  Houston  & Texas  Central  Rail- 
road, to  Austin  and  other  western  points.  In 
this  business  he  was  profitably  engaged  for 
three  years.  As  the  railroad  progressed 
w’estward  his  operations  as  freighter  were  cut 
off  and  he  turned  his  attention  to  live  stock 
and  the  butcher  business,  furnishing  supplies 
to  the  coiistruction  crews  of  the  International 

& Great  Northern  Railroad  then  buildino- 

c> 

north  from  Hearne.  After  a year  so  spent 
he  bought  a small  farm  on  Cedar  creek,  on 
the  south  line  of  Milam  county,  where  lie 
settled  and  began  farming.  Tw'o  years  later 
he  bought  his  present  homestead,  consisting 
then  of  320  acres  of  unimproved  land,  for 
whicli  he  agreed  to  pay  $1,600,  paying  $1,000 
down  and  agreeing  to  pay  the  rest  in  twelve 
months,  vvhich  he  did.  Thus,  by  careful 
economy  and  good  management,  he  was  en- 
abled to  get  a start.  The  passing  years  have 
witnessed  a marked  change  in  his  affairs. 
Now  he  owns  1,400  acres  of  land;  300  acres 
of  which  are  under  cultivation;  his  place 
is  stocked  with  800  head  of  cattle,  forty 
horses  and  other  stock  in  proportion.  His 
comfortable  home  and  other  good  farm  build- 
ings are  among  the  improvements  on  his  land, 
and,  while  xMr.  Fowler  has  accumulated  a 
large  fortune,  his  time  has  not  been  solely 
taken  up  with  gathering  the  projierty  aliont 
him.  lie  has  a family,  and,  in  addition  to  a 
large  household  of  his  own,  he  has  rai.-ed  five 
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orphans  hrothers  ami  sisters  of  his  wife — 
whom  he  has  trained  to  hahits  of  iminsti'y 
and  usefulness,  and  pi-ovided  for  in  propor- 
tion to  his  means  and  their  wants. 

Mr.  Fowler  was  married  in  1872,  to  Miss 
Emaline  Fatty,  who  was  horn  in  Arkansas,  and 
who  accompanied  her  mother,  Mrs.  Delilah 
Fattv,  to  Te.xas,  her  father  havino  died  in 
California  a number  of  years  ago.  Mr.  atid 
Mrs.  Fowler  have  had  ten  children : Walter 
G.;  Ella,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seven  years; 
Frederick  Dow;  Edgaig  Addie  Lon;  Jjertie 
May;  Fearl  ; Daniel  Webster  ; Charles  B., 
and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  F owler  is  a member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  being  Junior  Deacon  of  Milano 
Lodge,  No.  605,  and  he  is  also  a member  of 
tlie  Knights  of  Honor,  Lodge  No.  506,  at 
Cameron.  Both  he  and  his  wife  belong  to 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  Steward  and  Trustee,  and  in  the  affairs  of 
which  he  takes  an  active  interest. 

ILLIAM  BENSON  BATES,  an  en- 
terprising and  successful  farmer  and 
stock  dealer  of  Lyons,  Burleson 
county,  Texas,  is  a native  of  Cherokee  county, 
Georgia,  where  he  was  born  October  23, 
1847.  On  his  father’s  side,  he  is  of  Irish 
origin  and  of  English  descent  on  his  mother’s 
side.  His  paternal  great  grand-father  Will- 
iam Bates  was  a native  of  the  Emerald  Isle 
and  a gun-smith  by  trade,  although  much  of 
his  life  was  S]>ent  in  farming.  He  emigrated 
to  America  some  time  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  last  century  and  settled  in  Viro^inia. 
where  he  became  a man  of  wealth  and  in- 
fluence. He  was  a Captain  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  was  a man  of  unusual  ability. 
He  held  several  important  official  positions 


in  Virginia,  having  been  at  one  time  a mem- 

O'  C' 

her  of  the  Legislature  uf  that  State.  He  lost 
most  of  his  propei-ty  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  afterward  removed  to  Sontli  Caro- 
lina, where,  at  one  time,  he  owned  two  farms 
on  the  Tugaloo  river,  but  in  his  old  age  he 
became  poor  and  when  he  died  owned  only  a 
small  farm  and  a mill.  He  survived  to  a 
good  old  age,  dying  in  South  Carolina,  in 
1821,  greatly  mommed  by  all  who  knew  him. 
He  had  three  brothers:  Daniel,  also  a soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war:  Phlegmin  and 
Mathew.  Great  grandmother  Bates’  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Royall.  She  was  a widow 
with  one  child  when  she  married  William 
Bates.  Her  first  husband,  named  Barton, 
was  a Tory  and  died  in  Savannah.  She  sur- 
vived Mr.  Bates  many  years,  dying  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  His  son,  Stephen  Bates,  who 
was  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1778,  and 
when  a young  man  went  to  South  Carolina, 
where  he  married  a Miss  Cox  and  settled 
down  to  planting  and  distilling  and  lived  for 
a number  of  years.  In  later  life,  he  removed 
to  Georgia,  in  which  State  he  died  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-four.  He  had  ten 
children,  among  whom  were:  William  F., 
George,  James  M.,  J.  R.,  Peggy  and  Sallie. 
The  second  of  these,  James  M.,  was  the 
father  of  AVilliam  Benson,  of  this  article. 
James  M.  Bates  was  born  in  South  Carolina, 
January  23,  1811.  In  1832,  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Georgia,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a wood  workman,  and  followed  this 
business  mainly  in  the  line  of  bridge  build- 
ing for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a fine 
workman  and  fond  of  his  trade,  at  which  he 
was  reasonably  prosperous.  In  after  life,  he 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now 
lives  on  a fine  farm  in  northern  Alabama, 
surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life  and  in 
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Sly,  Jameri  C.,  Cliarles  T.  and  George  F. 


the  universal  esteem  of  Ids  fellowmen.  The 
mother  of  the  suhjeet  of  this  sketch  l)oi‘c  the 
maiden  name  of  Lizzie  AVilliamson,  ai;d  was 
a daiifrhter  of  James  Williamson,  a Geor«ria 
planter,  in  which  State  she  was  horn.  The 
children  of  -lames  M.  and  Lizzie  Fates  were: 
Amanda,  who  married  J.  F.  McIntyre;  -Tosie 
M.,  who  first  married  William  M.  Mahaffey 
and  after  his  death,  a Mr.  Hlamr;  William 
Benson,  of  this  article;  Alexander  H.;  and 
Sarah  Ann,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty. 
On  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1852,  James  M. 
Bates  married  Beheeca  McIntyre,  and  they 
had  three  children:  James  Washington,  Ben- 
jamin  Ph-atddin  and  -John  Bice. 

William  Benson  Bates,  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm 
near  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  remained 
until  he  became  of  age.  His  father  moved 
to  northern  Alabama  some  time  during  the 
war,  and  it  was  from  that  State  that  Mr. 
Bates  came  to  Texas  a few  years  later.  On 
coining  to  this  State,  he  settled  in  Burleson 
county  and  secured  his  first  employment  as  a 
clerk  for  T.  J.  Pampell,  at  Lyons.  lie  was 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  first,  as 
a clerk  and,  later,  as  a partner,  at  Lyons,  for 
about  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
began  handling  cattle  and  followed  this  pur- 
suit actively  and  exclusively  up  to  1882.  At 
that  date,  lie  settled  on  a farm  near  Lyons,  in 
Burleson  county,  where  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  and  his  interests  have  since 
been  farming  and  stock  growing.  He  owns 
a ranch  in  Fort  Bend  county,  which  repre- 
sents a considerable  investment,  and  to  which 
he  givms  a good  portion  of  his  time  and  at- 
tention. 

On  December  21,  1881,  Mr.  Bates  mar- 
ried Miss  Z.  S.  Fulford,  who  moved  from 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  to  Texas  some  time 
in  the  '50s.  They  have  four  children:  John 


This  prosperity  represents  the  outlay  of  a 
commensurate  amount  of  energy  and  atten- 
tion, and  Mr.  Bates  is  justly  deserving  of  all 
the  good  fortune  which  the  future  may  have 
in  store  for  him. 

D B.  JOHN  E.  WALKEB,  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Georgetown,  Texas, 
— ' was  born  in  Bockbridge  county,  Var- 
ginia,  December  4,  1831,  a son  of  -Jcdin  C. 
and  Margaret  (Coulton)  Walker,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  that  State.  The 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a soldier  in 
the  Bevolutionary  war.  John  C.  Walker, 
took  part  in  the  \^r  of  1812.  In  1836  he 
moved  his  family  from  Virginia  to  Montgom- 
ery county,  Indiana,  where  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  was  a cousin  of  Alex- 
ander H.  Stewart,  who  served  as  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  under  the  administration  of 
President  Fillmore.  Mr.  AValker  died  in 
Montgomery  county,  soon  after  the  late  war, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  was  an  attend- 
ant, although  not  a member,  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  the  family  were 
members.  He  was  the  embodiment  of  those 
qualities  which  go  to  make  up  honorable 
manhood,  was  a man  of  high  honor,  strict  in- 
tegrity,  and  splendidly  equipped  for  intellig- 
ent citizenship.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
died  sooTi  after  they  came  to  Indiana.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  AA^alker  were  the  parents  of  four 
children:  Archibald,  a farmer  by  occupation, 
died  in  Montgomery  county,  Indiana;  Judge 
A.  S.,  Beporter  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
Austin;  Bobert  C.,  a resident  of  Iowa;  and 
-Tohn  E.,  our  subject. 

The  latter  attended  the  Wavehmd  Acatl- 
emy,  of  Indiana,  and  later  the  AVabash  Col- 
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lege.  It)  1851  lie  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, under  Dr.  Pai'sons,  of  Mace,  Indiana, 
and  in  1857  began  the  jiractice  of  his  profes- 
sion where  Xew  Paris  is  now  located.  In 
January,  1858,  lie  opened  an  office  in  William- 
son county,  Texas,  where  he  is  the  oldest  liv- 
ing practitioner  of  the  county.  When  he 
came  to  this  place  there  were  only  two  dry 
goods  stores,  owned  by  E.  W.  Tolbert  and 
Josiah  Taylor,  and  one  church,  the  Presby- 
terian, wliich  was  also  occiphed  by  the 
Baptist,  Methodist  and  Christian.  The 
school  house  was  also  situated  in  one  end  of 
the  church,  and  was  taught  by  well  qualified 
and  good  instructors  for  those  days.  Among 
them  were  AY.  II.  Plenderson,  Rev.  R.  M. 
Overstreet,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
Mr.  McMurry.  Mr.  Walker  served  one  term 
as  Alderman  soon  after  the  incorporation  of 
the  city,  but  never  aspired  to  public  office. 

lie  was  married  in  1869,  to  Miss  Louisa 
Wilbarger,  a daughter  of  Mathias  and  Sarah 
M.  (Stewart)  Wilbarger,  natives  of  Virginia. 
The  father  was  reared  in  Bourbon  county, 
Kentucky,  and  the  mother  in  Missouri.  The 
parents  came  to  Texas  in  1837,  first  settling 
in  Bastrop  county,  afterward  in  Travis 
county,  and  in  1848  came  to  Williamson 
county.  In  1852,  on  account  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  school,  they  came  to  Georgetown, 
and  the  father  died  of  smallpox  in  February, 
1853,  aged  forty-six  years,  the  disease  having 
been  brought  to  the  neighborhood  by 
negroes.  The  entire  family,  except  the  old- 
est daughter,  contracted  the  disease.  The 
mother  died  in  December,  1883,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Methodist  Church  for  many  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilbarger  had  five  children,  viz.:  Anna 
Jane,  deceased  at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  was 
the  wife  of  A.  S.  Walker,  of  Austin;  Louisa, 
wife  of  our  subject;  Henry  Clay,  who  mar- 


ried Miss  Anna  Harper;  James  M.,  who  died 
with  the  small-pox;  ami  Mathias,  deceased  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  Henry  Clay  died  in 
March,  1885,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  leav- 
ing three  children:  Sarah,  George  C.,  and 
Anna  M.  Dr.  AYalker  is  a member  ot  tbe 
Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery,  also 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  he  is  Scribe  of 
the  Chapter.  Both  as  a practitioner  and 
Christian  gentleman.  Dr.  AYalker  gives  char- 
acter to  the  many  good,  honest,  honorable, 
worthy  and  true  men  of  Georgetown. 


S.  BROOKSHIRE,  Sheriff  of  Will- 
iamson county,  was  born  in  Wapello 
county,  Iowa,  November  15,  1850,  a 
son  of  Jesse  and  Susan  J.  (Harrow)  Brook- 
shire, the  former  a native  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  latter  of  Montgomery  county,  Indi- 
ana. The  father  was  engaged  in  farming  in 
Iowa  for  sixteen  years,  and  in  1859  came  to 
Williamson  county,  Texas.  In  1869  he 
located  on  a farm  in  Newton  county,  Missouri, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  1875.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
prominent  and  devoted  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  for  many  years.  The  latter  died 
in  1856.  There  were  the  parents  of  several 
children,  most  of  whom  are  still  living. 

W.  S.  Brookshire,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  began  business  for  himself  by  work- 
ing for  wages,  and  later  engaged  in  stock- 
raising.  He  has  followed  farming  and  stock- 
raising  for  the  past  fourteen  years,  and  he 
now  owns  956  acres  of  land,  300  acres  of 
which  is  cultivated.  On  this  land  he  can 
raise  anything  grown  in  this  latitude,  but  he 
is  principally  engaged  in  raising  cattle  for 
beef.  Mr.  Brooksbire  held  the  position  of 
Constable  from  1869  to  1871,  was  County 
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Commissioner  from  1801  to  1802,  and  in  tlie  | 
latter  year  was  elected  Slierilf  of  his  county, 
lie  also  sei  ved  out  the  nnexpired  term  of  his 
predecessoi’,  d.  T.  Olive,  who  was  waylaid 
and  killetl  in  Se])tember,  1802. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  1877,  to  Miss 
Hattie  Hurt,  a daughter  of  James  II.  Hurt, 
of  Ilrenham,  Te.\as.  They  have  five  children: 
Leora,  Lola,  William,  Kalpli  and  one  un- 
named. Mrs.  Brookshire  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Socially,  our  subject  affili- 
ates with  the  Masonic  order,  blue  lodoe, 
chapter  and  commandry.  He  is  a man  of 
decided  character,  strong  in  his  attachments, 
and  devoted  to  his  many  friends.  He  is 
noted  for  his  benevolence  and  kindness  of 
heart,  is  gentle  and  sympathetic  in  his  nature, 
never  deaf  to  the  cry  of  distress,  or  blind  to 
the  merits  of  the  deservino-  who  stand  in 
need  of  a friend.  His  selection  for  the  im- 
portant office  he  holds,  and  the  unanimity  of 
desire  for  his  continuance  in  the  same,  are 
ample  proof  of  his  qualification,  lie  places 
a high  estimate  on  the  personal  character  and 
the  good  name  of  those  to  whom  are  confided 
public  trusts.  Mr.  Brooksliire  takes  rank 
among  the  responsible,  worthy  and  most 
highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the  county. 

jOHN  R.  SIMS,  M.  D.,  who  has  been 
I prominently  identified  with  the  inter- 
ests of  Burleson  county,  Texas,  since 
1868,  and  who  has  resided  at  Tunis  since 
1872,  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  his 
county. 

Dr.  Sims  was  born  in  west  Tennessee, 
December  13,  1828,  and  when  quite  young  I 
removed  to  Columbus,  Mississippi,  where  he  | 
was  reared.  He  received  his  education  in  1 


the  common  schools  and  the  Franklin  Acad- 
emy. At  the  age  of  twenty  he  Ijcgan  the 
study  of  medicine  under  the  instructions  of 
Dr.  Richard  Harrison,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained a year  and  a half.  Then  he  took  a 
medical  course  in  a collcoe  at  Hew  Orleans, 
after  which  be  entered  a medical  colleoe  in 
Philadelphia,  graduating  in  the  latter  institu- 
tion in  the  winter  of  185U-T.  Returning  to 
Mississipp)i,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  that  State  and  continued  there  un- 
til his  coming  to  Texas,  as  al)ove  stated. 
Duritig  the  war  he  served  as  Assistant  Sur- 
geon in  the  Forty-third  Mississippi  Regiment 
for  some  time;  later,  on  account  of  ill  health, 
xvas  placed  on  the  Board  of  Medical  Exam- 
iners. After  coming  to  Texas  he  continued 
the  practice  of  his  profes--ion  until  about 
1885,  when  he  practically  retired.  He  still, 
however,  does  some  office  practice.  From 
time  to  time  since  coming  to  this  State  he 
has  made  investments  in  land  until  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  about  640  acres  in  three  farms, 
two  heiug  located  on  the  Brazos  bottoms  and 
one  near  the  village  of  Tunis.  This  land  he 
has  under  cultivation  and  rented  to  tenants. 

Dr.  Sims  is  a son  of  William  and  Rachel 
(Walker)  Sims, of  Culpeper  county,  Yirginia. 
His  father  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812; 
was  by  trade  a carpenter  and  gin-wright  and 
died  in  Columbus,  Mississippi,  in  1847.  The 
Doctor’s  mother  was  a daughter  of  Honorable 
Samuel  Walker,  who  was  a native  of  South 
Carolina  and  who  served  as  Speaker  of  tlie 
House  of  the  Alabama  Legislature.  He  was 
a leader  in  politics  and  in  religion  was  a 
Primitive  Baptist.  He  died  in  1841.  Will- 
iam and  Rachel  Sims  had  four  children,  tlie 
Doctor  being  the  second  born.  Colonel  M. 
W.  Sims,  the  Doctor’s  brother,  is  a farmer 
at  Bryan,  Brazos  county,  these  two  being  the 
only  ones  of  the  family  in  Texas. 
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Tlie  subject  of  our  sketch  now  lias  his 
second  wife.  His  first  wife’s  maiden  name 
was  Miss  Virginias.  Holiwaj.  Slie  was  born 
in  Mississippi  in  1843,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Holiway  who  went  from  Alabama  to  that 
State,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his  life  on 
a farm.  Mrs.  Sims  died  in  July,  1872.  She 
had  three  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  other,  Samuel  H.,  is  married  and 
has  a family  and  resides  in  Oklahoma.  In 
1880  Dr.  Sims  married  Miss  Mary  Mc- 
Morries,  who  was  born  in  Mississippi,  July 
24,  1844,  daughter  of  Baxter  and  Martha 
(Herrington)  McMorries,  of  South  Carolina. 
Her  father  went  to  Mississippi  in  1811  and 
died  there  in  1857.  His  wife  with  her  second 
husband  (Mr.  Eubank)  moved  to  Texas  in 
1865,  and  died  in  Bryan,  Brazos  county,  in 
1876.  Mrs.  Sims  is  the  oldest  of  their  chil- 
dren, and  one  of  the  four  who  are  still  livincr. 
By  his  second  wife  the  Doctor  has  two  chil- 
dren; Mamie,  born  October  15,  1881,  and 
John  B„  February  5, 1886. 

Dr.  Sims  is  a Democrat,  a Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  wife  is  a Bresbyter- 
ian. 


JOHN  T.  BRYSO"N,  Cotton  Weigher  of 
Georgetown,  Texas,  and  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Williamson 
county,  w'as  born  in  Henderson  county. 
North  Carolina,  September  28,  1857,  a son 
of  Martha  and  R.  B.  Bryson,  natives  also  of 
North  Carolina.  The  parents  were  married 
in  their  native  State,  and  came  to  William- 
son county,  Texas,  in  1865.  The  father  was 
born  in  1819,  and  died  in  this  county 
November  24,  1872,  having  been  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  (dinrch  for  about 


twenty-live  years.  He  was  a (pact,  unassuming 
farmer,  extensively  known,  and  highly  re- 
spected. Mr.  Bryson  was  also  an  old  Con- 
federate soldier,  having  enlisted  in  April, 
1861,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  strncr- 
gle.  He  was  appointed  Inspector  of  horses, 
which  was  a public  trust  of  great  respou- 
sihility,  but  his  services  was  rendered  in  an 
efficient  mamier.  He  was  in  Ransom’s 
Division,  but  sent  back  with  Captain  Lane 
to  look  after  home  matters.  His  farm  of 
900  acres  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
family.  Mrs.  Bryson,  born  in  1818,  died 
October  2,  1892,  having  also  been  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bryson  were  good  old  people,  substantial 
citizens,  devout  Christians,  and  of  signal  iise- 
fulness.  They  traveled  life’s  pathway  to- 
gether for  many  years,  and  were  not  long 
separated.  Having  passed  from  earth’s  ac- 
tivities, their  memory  is  a precious  inheri- 
tance. They  were  the  parents  of  four 
child  ren,  as  follows:  J.  C.,  who  resides  on  a 
farm  near  Leander,  this  county,  married  Miss 
Nancy  Wells,  and  they  have  live  children, — 
Emma,  Robert,  Ella,  Henry,  Myrtle.  Mary, 
the  second  child  is  the  wife  of  Edd  Girvin, 
and  they  reside  on  the  old  home  farm.  They 
have  live  children, — Julia,  Walter,  Fitzlmgh, 
May  and  Guy.  Rachel,  wife  of  T.  W. 
McGill,  resides  in  Georgetown,  and  has  three 
children, — Wayne,  Ollie  and  one  unnamed. 

John  T.  Bryson,  the  youngest  child,  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in 
the  county  schools,  and  reared  to  farm  life. 
He  was  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
until  1892,  when  he  was  elected  County 
Weigher.  He  was  married  in  1878,  to  Miss 
Ella  Magill,  a daughter  of  Captain  J.  B. 
Magill,  of  Leander.  To  tl  lis  union  have  been 
burn  three  children, — Grace,  Jell’  and  Ger- 
trude. Mrs.  Bryson  is  a member  of  the 
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UISTORT  OF  TEXAS. 


Methodist  CImrcli.  Politically,  our  subject 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
socially,  is  a member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mr. 
Bryson’s  success  in  life  is  due  to  his  tine 
business  ability, and  unflagging  industry.  He 
is  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  for  his  high 
character,  and  his  pleasing,  social  qualities 
have  won  for  him  a coterie  of  friends  almost 
as  numerous  as  his  acquaintances. 


STEPHEN  EOZARTH,  a Justice  of  the 
\ Peace  in  Giddings,  Texas,  was  born  in 
Pope  county,  Illinois,  February  27, 
1826.  His  parents  were  Grarl  and  Mary 
(Wilson)  Bozarth,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Kentucky.  The  former  followed  farming 
in  that  State  until  he  was  thirty  years  of  age, 
when  he  removed  to  Illinois,  of  which  State 
he  was  a pioneer.  He  ran  the  Kanawha  salt 
works  for  many  years  until  salt  began  to  be 
shipped  from  the  East,  when  the  works  ceased 
to  pay.  Then  he  went  back  to  his  old  farm, 
but  in  1838  he  moved  to  New  Madrid  county, 
Missouri,  and  before  death  became  one  of  the 
well  known  men  of  the  locality. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  to 
America  with  General  Lafayette  and  later 
became  a member  of  the  staff  of  that  dis- 
tinguished General.  He  died  many  years 
since,  in  Kentucky,  when  our  subject’s  father 
was  a small  boy.  After  the  close  of  the  war 
the  old  gentleman  returned  to  France,  but  the 
United  States  Government  gave  him  large 
grants  of  land  in  Kentucky  for  his  services 
durinsf  the  Revolution,  and  he  came  back  and 
settled  in  the  then  wild  State  with  Souverns, 
Vometer  and  Linn,  these  being  the  first  white 
families,  who  located  there.  Linn  was  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  killed  by  tbe  Indians. 


In  some  of  the  histories  of  the  State  an 
instance  is  given  of  a case,  where  a Mrs. 
Guthrie  killed  six  Indians  with  a broad  ax, 
and  this  heroic  woman  was  the  sister  of  our 
subject’s  father.  The  latter,  Israel  Bozarth, 
died  in  1859,  havirm  been  born  in  1784. 
His  wife  was  born  in  1796,  and  died  in  1880, 
both  of  them  having  been  members  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church,  but  later, 
in  Missouri,  they  joined  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  They  reared  nine  chil- 
dren, one  other  having  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  Our  subject  is  the  seventh  child,  and 
three  of  the  family  are  still  living:  W.  B.,  in 
San  Jacinto  county,  Texas,  and  a sister, 
Mary  Thorribnry,  who  lives  in  Miller  county, 
Missouri. 

The  first  business  in  which  our  subject  en- 
gaged was  that  of  farming,  and  he  has  fol- 
lowed it  in  connection  with  trading  in  stock. 
He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
County  Commissioner  soon  after  the  war 
opened,  and  these  offices  exempted  him  for  a 
time  from  service,  but  later  he  enlisted  in  the 
State  troops  and  was  in  Camp  Cooks,  where 
he  was  discharged  after  a hemorrhage  of  the 
lungs.  He  came  to  Texas  in  1859,  settling 
in  Bosque  county,  and  began  farming  and 
dealing  in  stock.  He  bought  a fine  lot  of 
horses  in  Missouri  and  remained  in  that  same 
county  until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Wash- 
ington, now  Lee  county,  to  engage  in 
farming. 

After  coming  to  this  county  our  subject 
settled  four  miles  north  of  Giddings,  where 
he  remained  until  be  sold  his  farm  in  1884. 
He  then  bought  another  on  Yegna  creek,  in 
the  same  county,  which  he  still  owns.  He 
removed  to  the  town  of  Giddings  in  the  fall 
of  1888,  remaining  there  four  years,  and  then 
removed  to  the  farm  until  1892,  when  he 
returned  to  town.  He  filled  the  office  of  .1  us- 
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tice  of  the  Peace  for  four  years,  and  is  now 
filling  an  appointment  of  George  Seay,  who 
died  in  September,  1892.  Mr.  Pozarth  was 
Sheriff  in  Dunklin  comity,  Missouri,  for  four 
years,  in  1847,  about  forty-five  years  ago, 
having  been  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that 
county,  and  discharged  his  duties  efficiently. 
Before  he  left  Missouri  he  entered  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  where  he  continued  for 
two  years. 

In  1846  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Rebecca  Stein,  who  died  in  1870,  aged  forty- 
two  years.  She  was  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  They  had  fourteen  children, 
four  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  but  the  other 
ten  grew  to  maturity.  Jonathan,  the  oldest, 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  leaving 
seven  children:  Miles,  died  when  thirty,  leav- 
ing two  children;  Mary  J.,  afterward  Mrs. 
C.  Williams,  died  aged  twenty  years;  John 
T.,  died  at  twenty-five;  Rebecca  M.,  died  at 
twenty-five;  Franklin  P.,  died  at  thirty  years, 
leaving  two  children;  Elizabeth,  who  became 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Hosey,  had  one  child,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-three;  Samuel  L.,  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen;  Sterling  Price,  married 
Sallie  Bulls,  and  lives  on  a farm  in  Lee 
county;  and  George,  died  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen. As  something  unusual,  the  wife  and 
all  of  the  deceased  children  died  within  ten 
years.  Jonathan  was  Sheriff  of  Llano  county, 
when  he  died.  He  had  served  three  terms 
and  took  sick  the  very  day  that  he  was  elected 
the  fourth  time.  He  was  intensely  popular 
and  had  but  fifty-three  votes  against  him. 
He  was  a fine  looking  man,  and  his  death  was 
deeply  deplored.  Miles  was  Deputy-sheriff 
in  Lee  county  for  four  years,  and  for  two  years 
was  Constable  in  Giddings  precinct. 

The  present  wife  of  our  subject  was  a Miss 
Octave  Elizabeth  Williams,  whose  parents 
were  old  settlers  of  Texas,  to  which  State  they 


came  when  her  father  was  a small  bdy.  Mrs. 
Bozarth  was  reared  in  Fayette  county,  and 
was  educated  in  Riitersville  College.  She 
taught  school  in  AYarda  for  four  years,  and 
was  a lady  of  talent  and  scholarship.  She 
married  Mr.  Bozarth  in  1884.  Both  our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church.  He  has  belonged  for  a 
number  of  years  to  the  Masonic  order,  in 
which  he  is  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  He  now 
takes  little  interest  in  politics,  hut  is  still 
active  in  his  Masonic  duties,  having  filled 
every  position  in  that  order  in  Tyler.  He  is 
also  a prominent  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
in  which  he  has  filled  all  the  chairs  and  of 
which  he  has  been  Grand  Representative  three 
times,  and  every  time  from  the  same  lodge, 
which  initiated  him. 

Both  as  a citizen  and  as  a public  officer  he 
has  been  faithful,  energetic,  prompt  and  ac- 
tive in  the  discharge  of  all  duties?^  and  has 
filled  all  his  public  trusts  satisfactorily,  and 
whenever  he  has  been  a candidate,  he  has 
been  re-elected.  As  a private  citizen,  our 
subject  has  managed  his  business  until  he 
now  is  in  easy  circumstances.  He  has  been 
enterprising  and  public-spirited,  often  giving 
time  and  money  to  forward  the  interests  of 
the  county,  and  takes  rank  with  the  best 
citizens. 


Mrs.  ALEXANDER  McRAE,  of 

Hyde  Park,  Austin,  Texas,  is  a sister 

of  C Puckett,  who  is  well  known  in 
//  ’ 

' Travis  county.  She  was  born  in 

A^igo  county,  Indiana,  February  27,  1837, 
and  was  four  years  old  when  her  pai-ents 
moved  to  Texas.  Here  her  early  childhood 
was  passed  amid  the  privations  of  pioneer 
life.  After  her  mother’s  death  she  kept 
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house  for  her  father,  until  lie,  too,  passed 
away,  when  she  went  to  live  with  her  brother 
Chauncey,  with  whom  she  remained  until 
her  marriao;c. 

She  was  married  April  17,  1873,  to  Dr. 
Alexander  McKae,  a native  of  Mississippi. 
Dr.  McRae  was  educated  in  one  of  the  east- 
ern colleges,  and  after  his  graduation  settled 
for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  about  1870, 
in  Hornsby  Bend.  They  had  two  children, 
Chester,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  months, 
and  E.  T.,  now  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  the 
pride  of  his  fond  mother.  Some  years  passed, 
when  husband  and  wife  concluded  it  would 
conduce  to  the  happiness  of  each  to  live 
apart. 

In  1882  Mrs.  McRae  went  to  Tuscola,  Illi- 
nois, to  care  for  her  invalid  sister,  Irena. 
This  sister  had  married  Caleb  Garrett,  a 
wealthy  and  influential  gentleman,  and  was 
living  in  Tniscola,  when,  in  1880  she  received 
a stroke  of  paralysis.  Mr.  Garrett  died  in 
1887,  and.  his  wife  followed  him  in  1890. 
Mrs.  McRae  returned  to  Texas  in  1892,  since 
which  time  she  has  been  living  in  her  new 
home  within  the  charming  resort  in  the  sub- 
urbs of  Austin,  known  as  Hyde  Park. 


Hon.  W.  K.  MAKEMSON,  an  attorney, 
and  senior  member  of  the  law  firm 
J of  Makemson  & Roberts,  of  George- 
V town,  Texas,  was  born  at  Danville, 
Vermilion  county,  Illinois,  February  26, 
1836.  His  parents  were  Samuel  L.,  and 
Martha  (Knight)  Makemson,  the  former  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio. 
The  parents  were  married  in  1831.  In  1828 
the  father  moved  from  near  Cynthiana,  Harri- 
son county,  Kentucky,  to  Vermilion  county, 
Illinois,  locating  seven  miles  west  of  Danville, 


on  the  middle  fork  of  the  Vermilion  river, 
near  the  town  now  called  Oak  wood.  Nov- 
ember 25,  1847,  in  company  with  his  family, 
and  John  and  Doctor  William  Knight,  and 
their  families,  he  located  on  Brushy  creek, 
Williamson  county,  Texas.  While  in  Illi- 
nois, Mr.  Makemson  took  part  in  the  Sac  war, 
during  part  of  which  time  he  was  stationed 
at  fort  Dearborn,  Chicago,  assisting  to  re- 
build that  fort.  Later,  he  was  engaged  in 
removing  the  Indians  from  Illinois  to  their 
reservation.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation, 
and  a pioneer  who  carried  the  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  was  an  earnest  and  de- 
vout member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  from  his  boyhood  days.  As  a Christ- 
ian he  was  earnest,  self  sacrificing,  and  took 
a broad  view  of  his  personal  responsibility. 
He  died  in  Brushy  Creek,  in  June,  1850. 
Thomas  Makemson,  the  father  of  Samuel  L., 
with  six  brothers,  took  part  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Two  of  the  Malkemsons  (as  the 
name  was  spelled  in  the  early  days  of  the 
Republic^  were  killed  in  battle,  and  the  re- 
maining five  returned.  Later,  one  of  these, 
a captain  of  a vessel,  was  killed  in  sight  of 
fort  Henry.  Thomas  Makemson,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  was  the  youngest  of 
seven  brothers.  He  was  two  years  of  age 
when  they  came  from  Ireland,  settling  in 
Maryland,  but  after  the  Revolutionary  war 
Thomas  emigrated  to  Kentucky.  He  was 
there  married  to  Jane  Lindsey,  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  Rebecca,  x\ndrew, 

James,  Samuel  L.,  David,  Eliza,  Nancy  and 
Polly  Ann. 

Hon.  W.  K.  Makemson,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  among  the  early  pioneers  of  this 
locality.  He  heard  the  first  sermon  ever 
preached  in  Williamson  county,  which  was 
on  Bushy  creek,  at  Freeman  Smalley’s  house, 
by  Rev.  Talifaro.  Dr.  Dane  Knight,  brother 
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of  the  fatlier,  built  the  first  school-house  in 
the  county,  on  Brushy  creek,  and  the  first 
school  was  taught  l)y  George  W.  Laynion,  of 
Danville,  Illinois,  where  he  has  many  rela- 
tives. This  gentletnan,  later,  married  the 
daughter  of  John  S.  Knight,  settled  in  Bur- 
net county,  Te.xas,  where  he  remained  until 
his  death,  in  1891.  He  made  a hirge  farm 
and  accumulated  a great  fortune.  He  was 
a cousin  of  Ward  Laymon,  who  was  the  law 
partner  of  A.  Lincoln,  when  the  latter  was 
nominated  for  President  in  1860.  Our  sub- 
ject received  his  education  from  this  instruc- 
tor. When  the  dark  cloud  of  war  between 
the  States  arose,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Fifth  Texas  Partisan  Hangers,  commanded  by 
Colonel  L.  M.  Martin.  He  served  under 
Generals  Cooper,  Steele  and  Cabell,  in  the 
Indian  Department,  his  regiment  operating 
mainly  on  the  southern  borders  of  Missouri, 
Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Territory.  In  1864 
^Ir.  Makerason  was  elected  Sheriff  of  William- 
son county,  and  left  the  army  to  enter  upon 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  office, 
which,  at  that  time,  were  hazardous,  owing 
to  the  lawless  condition  of  the  country.  By 
a firm  and  courageous  course  he  managed  to 
restore  order  and  security  to  life  and  property. 
Before  the  war  he  was  a Union  man  and  op- 
posed to  secession.  When  war  was  declared 
he  answered  the  call  of  his  State,  and  did 
his  duty  as  a Confederate  soldier.  However, 
he  did  not  change  his  political  opinions,  and, 
after  the  close  of  the  struggle,  acted  with  the 
Republican  jjarty,  of  which  he  is  now  a mem- 
ber. In  1865  Mr.  Makemson  was  appointed 
District  Attorney,  by  Governor  Jack  Hamil- 
ton, and  served  through  the  administration 
of  Governor  Pease.  Shortly  after  E.  J.  Davis 
secured  the  Governorship,  our  subject,  not 
being  in  sympathy  .with  the  administi-ation, 
I't  signed  the  position,  since  which  time  he 
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has  held  no  public  office.  Although  not  pre- 
sent he  was  unanimously  nominated  for 
Lieutenant  Governor  by  the  State  Republican 
Convention  that  met  at  San  Antonio,  in  1890. 
Mr.  Makemson  is  one  of  the  public-spirited 
citizens  of  the  county.  He  believes  in  tak- 
ing part  in  all  endeavmrs  that  look  to  the  bet- 
terment of  the  community;  is  one  of  the  direct- 
ors of  the  Georgetown  and  Granger  Railroad, 
now  under  construction,  and  is  one  of  the  en- 
terprising citizens  of  the  county.  As  a lawyer, 
he  enjoys  a large  and  jjaying  practice,  and 
ranks  high  at  the  bar.  Much  of  his  atten- 
tion has  been  devoted  to  criminal  practice,  in 
which  he  has  been  eminently  successful.  Mr. 
Makemson  has,  perhaps,  been  engaged  in  as 
many  murder  trials  as  any  lawyer  in  the 
State. 

He  was  married  July  20,  1870,  at  Bastrop, 
Texas,  to  Miss  Anna  Smith,  a daughter  of 
Rev.  William  Addison  Smith.  They  had  two 
children,  Ethel  and  Annie.  Mrs.  Makemson 
died  August  10,  1880,  and  ten  years  after- 
ward our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Kate  Holland,  nee  Patrick,  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts.  She  is  a daughter  of 
W.  A.  Patrick,,  who  was  for  a number  of 
years  County  Clerk,  of  Leon  county,  Texas. 
Mr.  Makemson  is  a member  of  the  old  school 
Presbyterian  Church.  Socially,  he  affiliates 
with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
of  Texas,  and  has  represented  the  Texas 
jurisdiction  of  the  Sovereign  Grand  Lodge, 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


EV.  JESSE  J.  BRUCE,  Tax  Collector 
of  Williamson  county,  was  born  in 
Blount  county,  Alabama,  February  11, 
1818.  a son  of  Winston  and  Rebecca 
(Webb)  Bruce,  the  former  a native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina. 
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HI  STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


The  father  was  a fanner  of  Tennessee,  where 
lie  was  raised  from  four  years  of  age;  was 
married  in  that  State;  in  1817,  with  his  wife 
and  one  child  went  to  Alabama;  in  1847  to 
Arkansas;  and  in  1871  came  on  a visit  to  his 
son  in  Williamson  county,  where  he  died  in 
October,  1873,  aged  eighty-two  years.  He 
was  a member  of  the  llaptist  Church  from 
his  fifty-fifth  year.  Mrs.  Bruce  died  in 
1860,  aged  seventy-five.  She  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for  about 
fifty  years.  The  lives,  influence  and  example 
of  these  good  old  people  are  an  endearing 
heritage  to  the  family,  the  communities  to 
which  they  were  honored  members,  and  to  the 
church  of  their  choice.  Of  their  ten  children, 
only  two  are  now  living.  Elizabeth  is  the 
widow  of  Aacy  Hadge,  and  a resident  of 
Round  Rock. 

Jesse  J.  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Alabama,  where  he  followed  ao-ri- 
cultural  pursuits  until  1846.  In  that  year, 
in  company  with  his  wife  and  three  children 
he  removed  to  and  began  the  same  occupation 
in  Arkansas,  but  in  1865  located  in  W illiainson 
county,  Texas.  After  farming  twelve  years 
he  was  elected  Tax  Assessor  of  this  county, 
holding  that  position  two  terms,  one  of  two 
and  the  other  of  three  years,  and  was  then 
elected  by  the  Commissioners’  Court  as  Tax 
Collector.  Mr.  Bruce  is  just  finishing  his 
twelfth  year  in  that  office,  and  will  be  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son-in-law,  who  was  elected 
November  8,  1892.  Our  subject  also  served, 
on  a circuit,  as  supply  for  two  years.  In  1850 
he  was  licensed  to  preach  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  of  which  he  had  been  a member  from 
his  eighteenth  year,  and  formerly  served  that 
denomination  as  Class  Leader.  lie  htis  al- 
ways been  an  ardent  su[)porter  of  the  Church, 
was  ordained  a Local  Deacon  in  1854,  and  was 
ordained  an  Elder  in  1858. 


Rev.  Bruce  was  first  married  in  1838,  to 
Miss  Mahala  L'ommick,  a daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Catherine  Dominick,  natives  of  South 
Carolina,  where  Mrs.  Bruce  was  also  born. 
To  this  union  were  born  six  children,  namely : 
Martha  F.,  who  died  in  1881,  aged  forty-three 
years.  She  married  Nathaniel  Hill,  and  they 
had  six  children,  Minerva,  Louellen,  Cora, 
Linn,  Susan  and  Henry.  The  mother  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church  from  child- 
hood. Nancy  A.,  the  second  in  order  of 
birth,  died  in  1878,  aged  forty-two  years. 
She  was  the  wife  of  Allen  Kirkendall,  and 
they  had  seven  children,  Mahala  A.,  Milton, 
Jesse,  (deceased),  John,  Granville,  Elmah  and 
Francis.  Landon  H.,  who  enlisted  in  1861, 
in  Captain  Wallace’s  Company,  was  wounded 
in  the  first  day’s  fight  at  Shiloh,  while  on  a 
charge  under  General  Johnston,  who  was  also 
mortally  wounded.  Mr.  Bruce  lived  four 
days  after  being  wounded,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years.  He  had  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  church  since  his  twelfth  year. 
Rebecca  C.  is  the  wife  of  Columbus  Massen- 
gale,  a farmer  of  Bell  county,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Jesse.  Virginia  was  accidentally 
burned  to  death  at  the  age  of  five  vears,  her 
clothes  having  caught  fire  while  she  was 
standing  before  a fire-place,  and  she  lived 
only  fourteen  hours  afterward.  Louisa  O.,  the 
youngest  child,  is  the  wife  of  James  C.  De 
Shields,  a farmer  of  Williamson  county. 
They  have  one  child,  Mahala.  Mrs.  Bruce 
died  in  the  fall  of  1857,  aged  about  forty 
3’ears,  having  been  a member  of  the  church 
from  childhood.  Our  subject’s  second  mar- 
riage occurred  April  1,  1860,  to  Mrs.  Susan 
Halley,  a daughter  of  William  Parker.  They 
had  four  children,  viz.:  Julia  W.,  wife  of  J*. 
D.  Byrum;  Melissa,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
one  year;  Jackson  C.;  and  Mary,  wife  of  Dr. 
Green  Robinson,  of  Lcander,  this  county. 
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lIlSrOllY  Oh'  TKXAS. 


Mr.  Byrum  has  served  as  Deputy  Tax  Col- 
lector twelve  years,  aiul  will  succeed  his 
father-in-law  to  that  office.  He  has  five  chil- 
dren, Jesse  L.,  AVilliain  L.,  Susan  E.,  Richard 
D.  and  Daniel  L.  Mrs.  Bruce  died  in  1887, 
aged  fifty-nine  years,  she  having  also  been  a 
member  of  the  church  from  girlhood.  Mr. 
Bruce  was  married  the  third  time,  in  Septem- 
ber 1889,  to  Miss  Rebecca  Kinard,  a daughter 
of  M.  L.  Kinard,  of  Union  county,  Arkansas. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  add  that  during  his 
official  career,  our  subject  has  managed  the 
office  well,  and  has  an  enviable  reputation  as 
an  honest  and  efficient  public  servant.  PToni 
his  constituency  only  words  of  the  highest 
commendation  are  heard.  His  successor,  R. 
D.  Byrum,  has  had  a most  thorough  school- 
ing in  the  offi'ce,  and  the  interest  of  the  people 
in  this  line  will  receive  the  highest  degree  of 
consideration.  Mr.  Bruce  has  ever  been  a 
devoted  Christian,  was  connected  with  the 
church  in  early  life,  and  always  takes  a work- 
ing place  in  the  church  and  the  society  of 
which  he  is  a member. 

EKRELL  W.  AYCOCK  is  one  of  the 
farmers  of  Milam  county,  Texas,  who 
has  been  selected  for  representation  in 
the  history  of  his  county. 

Mr.  Aycock  is  a son  of  Bryant  F.  and 
Sarah  (Winston)  Aycock,  his  paternal  grand- 
parents being  William  Terrell  Aycock  and 
nee  Mary  Cotton,  the  former  of  Irish  de- 
scent, the  latter  of  English,  and  both  early 
settlers  of  Alabama.  Bryant  F.  Aycock  was 
born  and  reared  in  Alabama,  and  was  a grad- 
uate of  the  University  of  Alabama  located  at 
Tuscaloosa.  He  came  to  Texas  early  in  the 
fifties  and  located  at  Caldwell,  Burleson 
county,  where  he  met  and,  in  1854,  married 
Sirah  Winston,  daughter  of  J(dm  L.  and 


hor> 


Ann  W.  Winston,  of  that  county,  but  form- 
erly of  Alabama,  John  L.  AYinston  being  a 
brother  of  Governor  A.  A.  Winston  of  the 
latter  State.  Bryant  F.  Aycock  served  as  the 
Clerk  of  the  District  Court  of  Burleson 
county,  read  law,  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Cald- 
well, and  was  doing  a good  business  when 
the  war  came  on.  He  entered  the  Confeder- 
ate army  in  1861,  and  the  following  year 
died  in  the  service  at  Bowling  Green,  Ken- 
tucky. An  honest,  brave,  intelligent  man, 
good  citizen,  kind  husband  and  indulgent 
fatiier;  a Democrat  in  politics,  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy,  a 
popular  gentleman,  and  a zealous  Mason,  his 
life  was  one  of  which  his  posterity  may  be 
justly  proud.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  par- 
ents of  three  children:  Terrell  W.,  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch;  Ola,  a merchant  of 
Coleman  city,  Texas;  and  Bryant  F.,  a 
farmer  of  Milam  county.  Mr.  Aycock’s 
widow  is  now  the  wife  of  A.  D.  Cooper  of 
Milam  county. 

Terrell  W.  Aycock  was  born  in  BurlesoTi 
county,  Texas,  February  26,  1856,  but  was 
reared  chiefly  in  the  county  in  which  he  now 
lives,  his  mother  having  moved  here  at  the 
opening  of  the  war,  and  made  her  home  with 
her  parents  for  some  years.  He  was  educated 
in  the  University  of  Georgetown,  this  State, 
and  after  his  marriage,  which  event  occurred 
in  1881,  he  located,  on  a fartn  about  lialf  way 
between  Cameron  and  Rockdale,  where  he 
has  since  resided  and  devoted  his  energies  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  His  farm  comprises 
450  acres,  eighty  of  which  are  improved  and 
under  cultivation.  ' What  he  lias  he  has  made 
himself,  and  while  he  is  not  wealthy  he  owns 
good  property,  and  with  this  start  and  his 
habits  of  industry  and  economy  he  is  very 
certain  to  own  more. 
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II T STORY  OF  TEXAS. 


Mr.  Aycock  was  married  in  1881  to  Miss 
Ann  Roofers,  dano;hter  of  W.  F.  and  Sarali 
Rogers  of  Milatrt  county.  Tlioy  have  liad 
live  children,  namely:  Ida,  Emma,  Grover 
(deceased),  Dellie  and  Maggie.  Mrs.  Aycock 
belongs  to  the  Methodist  Church,  toward 
which  he  leans  in  belief  and  to  the  support 
of  which  he  contributes.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Democrat. 


'{  I'fUGld  CASEY,  a retired  farmer  of  Will- 

Hiamson  county,  was  born  in  Wayne 
_]  county,  Tennessee  December  11,1833, 
V a son  of  James  Hill  and  Jane  (Turn- 
bow)  Casey.  The  father  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  October  12,  1813,  and  the  mother 
in  Wayne  county,  Tennessee,  March  15,1815. 
They  were  married  in  the  latter  county  in 
March,  1830,where  they  lived  on  a farm  until 
coming  to  Williamson  county,  Texas,  in  1851. 
They  located  within  one  mile  of  Florence,  on 
Salado  creek,  where  they  remained  until 
1886,  and  in  that  year  went  to  Youngcounty. 
They  still  make  their  home  in  that  county 
with  their  youngest  son,  John  Wesley.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
])al  Church,  in  which  the  father  has  been  an 
active  worker  for  over  a half  century.  The 
influence  and  example  of  these  good  old  peo- 
])le  are  an  endearing  heritage  to  the  family, 
the  neighbors,  and  the  church  of  their  choice. 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Casey  had  nine  children,  one  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  and  of  the  remaining 
eight,  six  are  now  living,  flve  in  Texas  and 
one  in  Faul’s  Valley,  Indian  Territory. 
Roth  grandparents  of  oiir  subject  died  many 
years  ago. 

Hugh  Casey,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
has  been  engaged  as  a Texas  farmer  for  thirty 
years,  and  previous  to  that  assisted  his  father 


on  the  home  farm.  In  1885  he  began  work 
at  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
three  years.  He  has  retired  from  active  farm 
life,  but  still  owns  248  acres  of  farm  land  in 
Williamson  county,  165  acres  of  which  is 
under  a flne  state  of  cultivation,  and  on 
which  can  be  raised  anything  grown  in  this 
latitude.  He  devotes  his  land  almost  exclu- 
sively to  the  raising  of  grain  and  cotton. 

Mr.  Casey  was  married  December  15,  1853, 
to  Miss  Mary  W.  Hoyle,  a daughter  of  Mrs. 
Leah  Hoyle.  Both  of  Mrs.  Casey’s  parents 
were  natives  of  Talladega  county,  Alabama, 
and  always  made  their  home  in  that  county, 
dying  there  when  Mrs.  Casey  was  quite  young. 
The  latter  was  reared  by  a sister  and  brother- 
in-law,  J.  L.  and  Lavina  Whittenbur'g,  who 
brought  her  with  their  family  to  Texas  in 
1852.  Lavina  was  the  eldest  of  nine  chil- 
dren, and  she  and  her  husband  are  still  living 
on  the  same  farm  on  which  they  settled  in 
1852.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Casey  had  one  child, 
William  Fletcher,  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Booty,  McDougle  & Casey,  general  merchants 
of  Georgetown.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
merchants  and  business  men  of  the  city,  and 
as  a salesman  has  no  superior  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Fletcher  was  married  January  19,  1886, 
to  Miss  Mattie  Atkinson,  a daughter  of  J.  W. 
Atkinson,  of  this  county.  They  have  one 
child,  Mary  Blanche.  Mrs.  Hugh  Casey  died 
September  6,  1886,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three 
years.  She  was  a devout  and  earnest  Chris- 
tian for  over  forty  years,  and  as  a mother, 
companion,  Christian,  neiglibor  and  friend,  no 
words  can  speak  her  praise  too  warmly.  Mr. 
Casey  has  also  been  a member  of  the  church 
for  over  forty-one  years,  in  wiiich  he  has 
been  an  oHicer  for  many  years.  Socially,  he 
is  a memher  of  the  Masonic  order.  Blue 
Lodge  Chapter  and  Commandel^and  has 
filled  all  the  stations  in  the  blue  lodge  except- 
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inff  the  East.  He  takes  but  little  interest  in 
politics.  Mr.  Casey  is  miinbered  among  the 
oldest  pioneers  of  the  county,  and  is  familiar 
with  the  trials,  hardships  and  deprivations 
incident  to  pioneer  life.  lie  has  been  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
worthy  citizens  of  the  county  for  many  years. 

JOHN  N.  McFADIN,  deceased. — The 
valuation  of  human  life  in  any  specific 
instance  may  not  be  determined  alone 
from  the  subjective  success  attained  in 
temporal  affairs  nor  as  set  apart  and  isolated 
from  the  associations  which  may  either  hedge 
or  broaden  the  individual  sphere  of  action. 
A man’s  life  is,  in  the  broader  sense,  not  his 
alone,  but  becomes  a very  part  of  the  com- 
posite life  of  all  those  who  come  within  the 
ever  diverging  lines  of  his  influence.  Responsi- 
bility of  more  than  a selfish  sort  canopies 
life  and  at  the  apex  of  an  angle  of  influence 
each  man  is  placed — it  being  his  to  accomp- 
lish either  good  or  evil  in  the  world  to  the 
extent  of  his  personal  potentiality  in  either 
direction.  All  honor  then  is  to  be  accorded 
to  those  who  pass  away,  -leaving  the  world 
better  from  their  having  there  lived.  To  es- 
tablish a record  of  such  a lifejn  a connection 
of  this  order  is  both  a privilege  and  a duty, 
and  it  is  with  a feeling  of  veneration  that  we 
essay  the  task  of  briefly  touching  upon  the 
more  salient  points  in  the  life  of  one  whose 
days  were  practically  consecrated  to  the  ac- 
complishment of  kindly  deeds. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  John  N.  Mc- 
Fadin,  was  the  eldest  son  of  David  H.  and 
Jerusha  (Dyches)  McFadin,  and  was  born  in 
Jefferson  county,  Texas,  August  11,  1838. 
When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  the  fami'y 
jemoved  to  Williamson  county,  where  bis 


father  conducted  extensive  operations  in  stock 
raising.  We  can  readily  call  to  the  mind’s 
eye  a picture  of  the  scenes  that  must  have 
marked  the  youth  of  our  subject.  Much  of 
his  time  was  passed  in  the  saddle  and  in  car- 
ing for  the  cattle  as  they  roamed  the  far- 
sweeping  prairies.  In  those  early  days  edu- 
cational facilities  were  necessarily  meagre, 
but  the  boyish  mind  had  cognizance  of  a 
broader  mental  discipline  than  that  which 
was  represented  in  the  vicinity,  and  he  avidi- 
onsly  pursued  his  preliminary  studies  in  the 
primitive  subscription  schools  and  later,  by 
close  application,  obtained  a good  classical 
and  practical  education,  eventually  fitting 
himself  for  the  ministry  in  the  Christian 
Church.  In  connection  with  this  work  of 
preparation,  which  would  have  been  sufficient 
to  demand  the  undivided  attention  of  the 
average  man,  he  was  simultaneously  pursu- 
ing a systematic  study  of  the  law  and  was 
early  admitted  to  practice  at  the  bar.  To 
such  a nature,  unselfish  and  devoted,  there 
could  not  fail  an  accomplishment  of  good  in 
any  field  of  endeavor,  but  continuing  his 
studies,  his  inclinations  and  judgment  led 
him  in  other  directions  than  that  of  the  min- 
istry and  h«  determined  to  devote  himself  to 
practice  at  the  bar.  In  view’  to  this  end  he 
had,  as  before  stated,  lent  his  efforts  by  a 
thorough  course  of  private  study  at  home, 
and  the  indomitable  will  of  the  man  and  the 
breadth  of  his  mentality  have,  perhaps,  been 
more  strongly  defined  in  no  other  in- 
stance than  this.  For  fifteen  years  he  suc- 
cessfully prosecuted  his  profession  at  various 
points  in  the  State — Georgetown,  Cameron, 
Austin  and  Taylor.  That  his  ability  and  in- 
tegrity should  soon  meet  wdth  public  recog- 
nition was  but  in  the  nature  of  things,  and 
soon  there  came  to  him  tlie  preferment  as 
(’hief  Justice  of  Williamson  county.  At  the 
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1 expiration  of  this  official  term  he  was  called 
to  serve  in  an  even  more  important  and  rep 
resentative  office,  being  elected  District  At- 
torney of  what  was  then  the  western  district 
j of  Texas.  He  was  also  the  incumbent  in 
i numerous  other  offices  of  trust  and  responsi- 
bility. In  his  political  opinions  he  was  inde- 
pendentand  un  trammeled  by  distinctive  party 
lines.  This  was  to  be  expected  from  one  of 
his  characteristics,  but  he  but  held  the  more 
firmly  for  this  reason  the  high  regard  of  the 
people,  whose  suffrages  he  secured  as  a result 
of  l)is  personal  popularity  and  of  tiie  implicit 
confidence  placed  in  him. 

October  20,  1861,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mollie  L.  Sherman,  a native  of 
Houston,  Texas,  where  she  was  born  April 
I 11,  1843,  being  the  daughter  of  William  P. 
i and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Teague)  Sherman.  She 
^ was  a celebrated  beauty  in  her  girlhood  days, 
and  was  referred  to  in  the  Galveston  Hews 
j (1860)  a,s  a “ Southern  beauty,’’  both  of  face 
, and  form.  The  father  was  one  of  tlie  Texas 
; pioneers  and  served  with  distinction  through 
the  Texas  wars.  He  was  extensively  engaged 
in  stock-raising  for  a number  of  years.  His 
' wife,  who  was  a native  of  Tennessee,  was 
j married  in  Texas  in  1832  and  they  died  about 
I 1848,  within  a few  days  of  each  otlier.  After 
' the  death  of  her  parents  Mrs.  McFadin  was 
' placed  under  the  guardianship  of  John 
' Hamblin,  at  whose  home  she  remained  until 
the  time  of  her  marriage. 

} To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFadin  ten  children 
were  born,  and  of  the  number  ordy  one  has 
passed  away.  Of  them  we  make  i-ecord  as 
follows;  Alice  was  married  March  6,  1887, 
to  Charles  W.  McAnulty;  Znma  was  married 
in  1886,  to  Howard  II.  Jetikins;  William  A. 
married  Miss  Irna  Cavanaugh  September  20, 
1893;  Ora  J.;  Ella  married  A.  M.  Inoi-am, 

> > ^7 

' yVugnst  23,  1893;  ZeVan  died  in  infancy; 


and  the  others  are  TeVan  David,  Auma  J., 
Hina  and  Von  Veree. 

As  tlie  most  conspicuous  characteristic  of 
the  life  of  our  honored  subject,  and  the  one 
for  which  his  memory  is  revered  to-day,  it  is 
but  consistent  that  attention  be  called  to  his 
signal  devotion  to  the  cause  of  humanity, 
than  which  no  life  can  have  a higher  aim. 
He  was  a statesman  of  the  purest  type,  and 
from  the  forum,  the  legislative  halls  and  by 
his  pen  he  tliundered  denunciations  of  wrong 
and  pleaded  the  cause  of  right.  He  was  a 
hard  student  all  his  life,  an  ardent  and  inde- 
pendent searcher  for  the  truth,  kneeling 
humbly  at  this  shrine  for  guidance.  His 
motto  was,  “ no  worshipper  of  prescribed 
rules.”  His  judgment  was  clear,  concise  and 
so  logical  that  he  is  often  spoken  of  as  “ a 
man  a quarter  of  a century  ahead  of  his 
time.”  He  was  a leader  of  advanced  thouo-ht 

O 

and  a tower  of  strength  to  thinking  minds. 
He  bore  also  some  distinction  as  an  orator, 
iiiuch  of  his  time  having  been  devoted  tc 
serving  the  public  in  this  capacity.  More 
than  once  he  canvassed  the  State  in  the  in- 
terest of  social  and  political  economics. 

After  a life  of  activity,  devotion  to  dutj 
and  of  success  in  the  highest  sense  of  tlu 
term,  Mr.  McFadin  entered  into  eternal  rest 
November  4,  1891,  mourned  by  all  to  whom 
had  b*een  granted  a knowledge  of  his  char 
acter,  his  deeds  of  kindness  and  his  genero 
sity.  To  all,  however,  must  have  come  tlu 
realization  that  thus  came  only  the  fittini 
termination  of  a life  beautiful  on  earth — } 
life  whose  < .^iitinuance  could  but  follow  ii 
more  glorious  realms  of  eternity.  Mrs.  Me 
Fadin  made  her  home  with  the  children  a 
the  old  liomestead  after  the  death  other  hm 
band,  and,  surviving  him  by  only  a fe\ 
months,  she  died  July  30,  1892. 
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EV.  JOHN  II.  McLEAN,  A.  M.,  D. 
IJ.,  liegerit  of  tlio  Soutliwestern  Uni- 
versity, Georgetown,  Texas,  was  boni 
in  Uinds  county,  Mississippi,  Sep- 
tember 24,  1838,  a son  of  Allen  Ferguson 
and  Ann  (Rose)  McLean.  The  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  John  McLean,  was  a native  of 
Scotland,  but  in  early  manhood  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  locating  in  North  Caro- 
lina.  He  was  a teacher  by  profession,  and 
in  religion,  a Presbyterian.  About  the  year 
1832  three  of  his  sons  removed  to  Mississippi, 
where  Charles  engaged  in  merchandising; 
Daniel  was  a physician,  and  Allen,  first  a 
teacher,  but  later  a merchant.  The  other 
members  of  the  family  remained  in  North 
Carolina,  excepting  a sister,  who  married  a 
Mr.  McLean,  and  in  1835  they  moved  to 
Georgia.  Allen  F.  McLean  married  Miss 
Ann  Rose,  a daughter  of  Captain  William  F. 
and  Mary  Rose,  and  they  had  two  sons: 
William  P.  and  John  H.  The  former.  Judge 
William  P.  McLean,  is  a lawyer  of  marked 
ability  and  great  integrity,  has  enjoyed  honor 
‘at  the  hands  of  the  State,  having  served  sev- 
•Ar^^erms  in  the  State  Legislature,  one  term 
Jn  Congress,  once  as  a member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention,  one  term  as  District  Judge, 
and  is  now  an  honored  member  of  the  Rail- 
road Commission.  Mj.  McLean,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  died  soon  after  the  birth  of  the 
latter,  and  the  mother  afterward  emigrated 
t^ith  her  father.  Captain  Rose,  to  Texas,  in 
the  fall  of  1839,  looating^j/sar  Marshall,  the 
comity  seat  of  Harrison'^ county.  Captain 
Rose  was  the  gtmhd- nephew  of  General 
Washington,  and  served  in  .the  battle  of  New 
Orleans,  under  GenIraL  Jackson.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  courage  and  determination,  and 
because  of  his  special  fitness  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  a company,  known  as  the  Regu- 
lars. He  assisted  in  ridding  that  section  of 


country  from  thiev'es  and  lawless  characters, 
in  bile  times  when  law  existed  only  in  name, 
and  jails,  wooden  structures,  were  inadequate 
to  the  safe  keeping  of  prisoners.  In  this 
capacity  Captain  Rose  rendered  important 
service,  but  not  without  great  hazard,  and 
these  scenes  of  danger  and  daring  had  their 
bearing  upon  the  formation  of  the  character 
of  his  descendants,  in  inspiring  them  with 
courage  and  determination.  By  her  second 
marriacre  Mrs.  McLean,  the  mother  of  oiu' 
subject,  had  three  children:  Bettie,  wife  of 
R.  M.  Hall,  ex-Land  Commissioner;  Mary, 
wife  of  P.  A.  Turner,  Esq,;  and  Benjamin  F. 
Hughes,  in  the  employment  of  the  General 
Land  Office.  An  uncle  of  Mr.  McLean,  Col- 
onel W.  T.  Scott,  an  honored  citizen  of 
eastern  Texas,  served  several  terms  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  was  a meiyber  of  the 
Secession  Convention.  Similar  service  was 
rendered  by  another  uncle.  Judge  John 
Washington  Rose,  a prominent  citizen  of 
Victoria  county,  Texas. 

John  H.  McLean  received  his 'early  in- 
structions under  an  excellent  primary  teacher, 
D.  W.  Foster,  and  his  preparatory  training 
was  received  under  Professors  Dubose,  TarU 
ton  and  Pettit,  of  Marshall.  His  mother 
livings  in  .the  country,  he  and  his  brotlier 
w^ere  obliged  to  ride  five  miles  to  school,  at 
the  disadvantage  of  two  boys  on  one  pony. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  our  subject 
entered  McKenzie  College,  a flourishing  in- 
stitution at  that  time,  located  near  Clarks- 
ville, Red  River  county,  under  the  presidency 
of  that  remarkable  man  and  educator.  Rev. 
J.  W.  P.  McKenzie,  D.  D.,  who  has  contrib- 
uted to  the  State  some  of  its  leadjng  men. 
Among  them  are  Colonel  W.  S.  Herndon,  of 
Tyler;  Colonel  \V.  L.  Crawford,  Judge 
George  Aldridge,  Hon.  ’.fnlin  II.  and  Dr. 
Arch  Cochran,  of  Dallas;  General  W.  11. 
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Young,  of  San  Antonio;  lion.  W.  J.  Swain, 
of  Henrietta;  Judge  W.  II.  Ford,  of  Beau- 
mont; Dr.  J.  F.  Hooks,  of  Paris;  Dr.  J.  C. 
Beckliam,  of  New  Orleans,  who  attended 
Jefferson  Davis  in  his  last  illness;  and  Revs. 
Dr.  M.  H.  Neely  and  Dr.  John  Adams.  It 
was  at  this  institution,  noted  for  its  rigid 
discipline,  thorough  training  and  religious 
impressions,  that  Mr.  McLean  received  his 
collegiate  instruction  and  religious  training 
for  his  life  work.  After  graduating  he  taught 
two  years,  as  Adjunct  Professor  in  the  Col- 
lege, and  in  18G0  entered  the  itinerant  min- 
istry of  the  East  Texas  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Six 
years  later  the  Conference  was  divided,  and 
he  now  holds  his  membership  in  the  North 
Texas  Conference. 

Dr.  McLean  was  in  the  pastoral  work  of 
his  church  twenty  years,  filling  prominent 
stations  and  districts,  having  served  as  station 
minister  in  the  Jefferson,  Paris  and  Sherman 
stations,  and  the  Jefferson  and  Paris  dis- 
tricts as  Presiding  Elder,  and  for  two  years 
was  President  of  the  Paris  Female  Institute. 
In  1880  he  was  called  to  a Professorship  and 
to  the  Vice-Regency  of  the  Southwestern 
University,  located  in  Georgetown.  In  1890, 
a vacancy  occurring  in  the  Regency  »orf  the 
University,  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  J.  W, 
Hleidt,  Dr.  McLean  filled  the  vacancy  as 
A’ice  Regept,  iintil  his  election  as  Regent,  in 
June,  1891.  This  institution  was  founded 
bj  Rev.  F.  A.  Mood,  D.  D.,  in  1873,  and 
opened  wiith  three  professors  and  thirty- 
three^- pupils.  At  the  last  enrollment  it 
numbered  nineteen  professors  and  teachers, 
and  486*pupils,  and  has  among  its  patrons 
the  governor,  members  of  the  high  courts  of 
appeal  and  f>th^  distinguished  citizens,  as 
well  as  the  wortny  pooiy  struggling  against 
poverty  for  the  benefits  of  liberal  education 


under  moral  and  religious  auspices.  The 
curriculum  is  extensive,  the  discipline  firm 
and  instruction  thorough.  Dr.  McLean  has 
in  many  ways  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
and  compliments  of  his  church  and  friends. 
He  has  been  at  tlie  head  of  the  delegation 
from  his  Conference  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence, with  one  exception,  from  1874  to  the 
present  time;  was  one  of  a committee  of  nine 
men  appointed  l>y  the  Bishops  of  his  church 
to  revise  the  hymn-book  and  was  one  of  five 
delegates  from  the  State  to  the  last  Ecumeni- 
cal Conference,  at  Wa'hington,  District  of 
Columbia. 

Rev.  McLean  was  married  March  22, 
1866,  to  Miss  Olivia  McDugald,  who  was 
born  at  Paulding,  Mississippi,  September  27, 
1844,  but  at  that  time  a resident  of  Rusk, 
Cherokee  county,  Texas.  She  is  a daughter 
of  Major  James  and  Margaret  McDugald. 
The  father  was  a lawyer  of  great  ability,  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate,,  and  a renowned 
orator.  He  was  a native  of  Scotland,  and 
died  in  his  adopted  State,  Mississippi,  in' 
1858.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McDugald  had  Uie  fc^*- 
lowing  children:  Dr.  Wallace  who  wa:^D*. < 
tinguished  as  a surgeon  in  the  late  war;  iv.w  ^ 
James,  a member  of  the  North  Texas  Con-  * 
ference;  Annv'wife  of  a highly  esteemed  citC 
zen  and  a prosperous  jnerchantj  Colonel  F. 

M.  Hicks,  of  Sar  jAntonio;  and  Ellen,  wife 
of  Hon.  R.  B.  Reagan,  of  Rusk,  Texas.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  aged  eighty-one  yea’Sy  ^ 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  M^ean  have  nine  childrefT: 
McKenzie  Mar\*ii^..Eueice.  Margaret,  Ann 
Rose,  Olivia,  Mary,  J'^h*  Kc«'ell,  William 
Pinkney  and  McDugald, Keener  Tlie  three 
eldest  children  are  gr.adftati.-s  jf  the  South- 
western University,  ana  tlie  son  is  now  a 
lawyer,  and  one  daughter  a teacher.  The 
remainder  of  the  children  are  now  students 
of  that  institution.  The  quotable  results  of 
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Mr.  McL  eaii’s  labors  are  most  honorable,  ef- 
licient  and  praiseworthy,  lie  carries  the  con- 
lidence  and  esteem  not  only  of  those  con- 
nected with  the  institution  over  which  he 
presides,  and  the  community  in  which  he 
lives,  but  also  of  the  Church  and  State  at 
large.  His  information  is  broad  and  varied, 
he  is  a clear  and  forceful  writer,  unpretentious, 
in  manner,  of  sterling  elements  of  character 
and  noble  manhood, — these  are  among  the 
qualities  which  have  contributed  to  his  suc- 
cessful and  useful  life.  The  Doctor  is  held 
in  high  esteem  throughout  the  Southwest  as 
an  educator,  and  his  successful  administra- 
tion sustains  well  his  reputation.  He  is  a 
man  of  rare  gifts  in  the  management  and 
control  of  students,  having  the  happy  faculty 
of  securing  their  love  and  respect  and  of 
moulding  character  of  the  highest  order, 
mentally,  morally,  and  socially.  The  insti- 
tution is  enjoying  a high  state  of  prosperity. 

Thomas  W.  FELTON,  a well-knowu 
and  prosperous  farmer  residing  on  the 
San  Gabriel  river,  twelve  miles  north- 
west of  Rockdale,  has  been  a resident 
of  Milam  county,  Texas,  for  the  past  twenty 
eight  years. 

Mr.  Felton  was  born  in  Smith  county,  Ten- 
nessee, January  2,  1833,  son  ofJame§  and 
Jane  (Glover)  Felton.  His  parents  were  mar- 
ried in  Tennessee,  and  about  1840  removed 
from  there  to  Dallas  county,  Missouri.  After  a 
residence  of  three  years  there  they  moved  to 
Izard  county,  Arkansas,  and  in  that  county 
Thomas  W.  spent  his  boyhood  days,  being 
reared  on  a farm  and  receiving  only  limited 
educational  advantages.  He  is  one  of  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  six  sous  and  six 
daughters.  His  oldest  brother,  Richard,  died 


in  Milam  county,  Texas.  The  second, 
Andrew  J.,  died  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas, 
in  1863,  while  in  the  Confederate  army.  His 
third  brother,  James  M.,  also  died  in  the 
Confederate  service,  his  death  occurring  at 
Pocahontas,  Arkansas,  in  1864;  while  the 
two  youngest,  Geneth  D.  and  Jonathan  E., 
are  residents  of  Tom  Green  county,  Texas. 
The  sisters  \vere  all  married,  and,  with  one 
exception,  are  all  living,  being  residents  of 
Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Texas. 

Thoms  W.  Felton  came  to  Texas  when  a 
young  man  and  worked  in  different  localities, 
being  employed  to  care  for  stock,  until  the 
second  year  of  the  war,  when  he  entered  the 
Confederate  army,  enlisting  in  Company  D, 
Allen’s  Regiment  of  Infantry,  for  service  on 
the  frontier  and  coast  defense  of  Texas.  He 
served  in  this  capacity  from  the  date  of  his 
enlistment  until  the  close  of  the  war.  The 
principal  engagements  in  which  he  took  part 
were  those  in  Louisiana,  following  Banks’ 
Red  river  campaign,  namely:  Milliken’s 

Bend,  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  and  Yellow 
Bayou. 

Returning  to  Texas  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  Mr.  Felton,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  engaged  in  the  stock  business  in 
Milam  county,  ranging  along  the  San  Gabriel 
river.  In  1867  he  purchased  320  acres  of 
wild  land  in  the  San  Gabriel  valley,  on  which 
he  settled  and  began  farming  on  a small 
scale,  still  continuing  the  stock  business  and 
giving  his  attention  chiefly  to  sheep.  Two 
years  later  he  married  and,  he  and  his  brother 
having  divided  their  stock,  he  settled  on  his 
place  and  enlarged  his  farming  operations 
and  also  increased  his  flocks  of  sheep.  He 
was  successfully  engaged  in  these  pursuits 
for  about  six  years,  when  the  sheep  industry 
began  to  decline  and  he  lost  considerablt 
money  on  his  investments  in  this  line.  Ht 
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continued  his  f'arinin^r  operations  actively, 
liowever,  and  received  gooci  returns  troin  this 
source.  II is  sni'plus  was  invested  in  lands, 
so  that  until  within  a recent  date,  when  he 
parted  with  a considerable  part  of  his  hold- 
ings, he  was  one  of  the  largest  land  owners 
in  the  San  Gabriel  valley.  Mr.  Felton  still 
has  a splendid  farm,  consisting  of  about  600 
acres,  half  of  which  is  under  cultivation  and 
all  of  it  more  or  less  improved  and  well 
stocked  with  good  breeds  of  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs.  This  farm  is  located  in  one  of  the 
richest  agricultural  sections  of  the  county. 

December  16,  1869,  Mr.  Felton  married 
Miss  Martha  Miles,  of  Milam  county.  She 
died  August  10,  1884,  leaving  six  children: 
Thomas  F.,  Henry  Elbert,  Charles  Wilbur, 
Lenora  Ann,  Laura  M.  and  Walter  S. 

UDGE  THOMAS  P.  HUGHES,  a re- 
tired  lawyer  of  Georgetown,  was  born  in 
Washington  county,  Kentucky,  Decem- 
ber 18,  1826,  a son  of  John  and  Martha 
(Nantz)  Hughes,  the  former  a native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  the  latter  of  Virginia.  The  father 
was  appointed  clerk  of  the  circuit  and  county 
courts  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  held 
both  offices  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  Springfield,  Washington  county,  Kentucky, 
in  June,  1883,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years. 
He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was 
an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Hughes  placed  a high  estimate 
on  personal  character  and  the  good  name  of 
those  to  whom  are  confided  public  trusts. 
His  brother,  eighty-five  years  of  age,  and  who 
resides  near  Bloomfield,  Kentucky,  is  the 
only  one  of  that  family  now  living.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  a daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Martha  (Watkins)  Nantz,  the 


latter  of  French,  AVelsh  and  English  extrac- 
tion. Her  father  was  twice  married,  and  by 
the  first  union  there  were  twelve  children,  and 
by  the  second,  one  child,  Daniel  B.  Nantz. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hughes  were  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  viz.:  John  D.,  who  died 
unmarried  in  1888,  aged  sixty-eight  years, 
was  a merchant  in  early  life,  and  later  a 
farmer;  James  R.,  a practicing  physician  of 
Springfield,  Kentucky,  for  many  years,  but 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  October,  1892, 
was  retired  from  pi-actice,  and  giving  his  at- 
tention to  farming  and  stock-raising;  Martha 

L. ,  who  died  in  1874,  aged  fifty  years,  was 
the  wife  of  Dr.  William  Leake,  of  Yazoo 
county;  Thomas  P.,  our  subject;  F.  E.,  a 
retired  physician,  and  a resident  of  Dallas; 

M.  Louise,  widow  of  Charles  Mann,  and  a 
resident  of  Georgetown;  and  Daniel  H.,  an 
attorney  by  profession  and  who  served  as 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Morganfield,  Kentucky. 
Mrs.  Leake,  at  her  death,  left  three  children: 
Dr.  Henry,  until  recently  the  City  Physician 
of  Dallas,  and  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  that  city;  Mrs.  William  Walton,  also  of 
Dallas;  and  William,  a resident  of  Texas. 
Mrs.  Mann  lost  her  husband  soon  after  the 
war,  and  her  children  are:  William  L.;  Lillie, 
wife  of  O.  Harrell;  and  Hattie,  wife  of  Henry 
Price.  After  the  father’s  ^eath,  Mrs.  Hughes, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  married  Harrison 
Blanton,  of  Frankfort,  Kentucky.  She  died 
in  1862,  having:  been  a devout  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  from  girlhood.  She 
was  an  accomplished,  pleasant  and  agreeable 
lady. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Edward 
Hughes,  with  two  brothers,  Barnabas  and 
John,  came  from  Ireland  to  America,  locat- 
ing in  Kentucky  in  an  early  day.  The  broth- 
ers were  cousins  of  Archbishop  Hughes,  of 
the  CatholicChurch.  Edward  married  Letitia 
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Reed,  and  they  had  fourteen  children,  all  of 
whom  were  married  and  raised  families,  lie 
died  in  1833,  the  same  year  as  his  son  John, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  both  dying  near 
Springfield  of  the  cholera.  The  disease  was 
so  terrible  at  that  time  tliat  the  merchants  of 
Springfield  closed  their  stores,  and  many 
moved  to  other  places.  Mrs.  Hughes  died 
about  1858,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Barnabas  Hughes 
was  a farmer  near  Danville,  Kentucky,  and 
John  made  a fortune  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness in  that  city.  The  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edward  Hughes  were:  James  R.,  who 
served  as  county  and  circuit  clerk  of  Union 
county,  Kentucky,  many  years,  married  Rachel 
Givens;  John,  the  father  of  our  subject; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  William  Muldrow, 
and  they  moved  to  Missouri;  Letitia  and 
Maria,  twins;  Margaret  married  Isaac  Cov- 
ington, lived  near  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky, 
and  had  four  children ; Edward  married  Mary 
Donahue,  and  had  three  daughters;  Jonathan 
married  Minerva  Givens,  Sheriff  of  Union 
county,  Kentucky,  and  they  had  two  sons  and 
four  daughters;  Daniel  B.,  still  living,  mar- 
ried Susan  Crosby,  and  has  two  sons  and  four 
daughters;  Willis  G.,  formerly  an  attorney 
of  Morgansfield,  Kentucky,  had  four  sons  and 
two  daughters  by  his  first  marriage,  and  by 
his  second  marriage,  to  Bettie  Barber,  had 
two  sons  and  two  daughters;  Sarah,  married 
Lile  Irvine,  and  had  one  daughter,  Reed; 
Rev.  Samuel  K.,  a minister  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  who  moved  to  Ohio;  and 
Thomas  B.  married  Hattie  Calhoun.  They 
had  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. The  eldest  son,  John  C.,  resides  in 
Missouri,  and  Edward  died  unmarried. 
Letitia,  the  fourth  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hughes,  married  Hugh  Waldron  and  moved 


to  Missouri:  they  had  two  children.  Her 
husband  died,  and  she  afterward  came  to 
Texas  and  married  John  Smock.  Maria,*her 
twin  sister,  married  Samuel  Vantrees,  and 
after  his  death  she  became  the  wife  ol‘  a Mr. 
Payton.  They  now  reside  in  Bowling  Green, 
Kentucky.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  Fred  Nantz,  was  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  assisted  in  the  over- 
throw of  tea  in  the  Boston  harbor.  He  also 
procured  some  coffee  from  the  same  vessel, 
which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family. 

Judge  Hughes,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  educated  in  Ker»tucky,  and  is  a graduate 
of  Center  College,  in  the  class  of  1848,  which 
comprised  thirty-five  pupils.  After  gradu- 
ating he  read  law  under  Judge  Booker,  of 
Springfield,  Kentucky,  and  also  under  his 
uncle,  Willis  G-  Hughes.  He  obtained 
license  under  the  Appellate  Court  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  1850,  and  left  that  State  the  same 
year,  arriving  in  Georgetown,  Texas,  in 
February,  1851.  He  is  now  the  third  oldest 
male  inhabitant  of  this  city,  the  others  being 
W.  C.  Dalrymple  and  John  Shell.  Mr. 
Hughes  began  practice  with  his  cousin,  Edd 
H.  Vantrees,  they  having  also  attended  the 
same  college.  The  latter,  who  held  the  rank 
of  Captain,  was  killed  by  lightning  in  Louis- 
iana, while  on  an  errand  to  see  General  Tay- 
lor to  change  the  camping  ground.*  He  and 
his  horse  were  instantly  killed.  Our  subject 
then  continued  practice  alone  until  1860, 
when  he  formed  a partnership  with  J.  J. 
Dim  mitt,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hughes  & 
Dimmitt,  and  this  continued  until  the  latter 
moved  to  Missouri,  in  1862.  In  1861  the 
Judge  canvassed  Williamson  county  as  an 
anti-secessionist,  and  at  the  following  elec- 
tion was  elected  by  a large  majority  a dele- 
gate to  the  secession  convention,  to  meet 
at  Austin.  He  was  one  of  thirteen  to  vote 
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jicrainst  the  ordinance  of  secession.  When 

t? 

the  convention  met  the  excitement  was  in- 
tense, and,  after  different  views  had  been  ex- 
pressed, Mr.  Hughes  obtained  the  floor,  and 
made  a spirited  appeal,  taking  tlie  ground, 
first:  “That  the  State  liad  come  into  tlie 
Union  with  the  sisterhood  of  States  by  a 
vote  of  the  people,  and  the  people  of  the 
State  should  have  a vote  on  this  question,  as 
to  whether  it  should  or  should  not  go  out  of 
the  Union.  Second,  if  this  convention  dele- 
gates the  power  to  itself  to  force  the  State 
out  of  the  Union,  we  will  bring  on  a war  at 
once  here  in  the  State,  for  the  people  are 
greatly  divided  on  this  question.  We  can 
only  have  a harmony  either  way,  by  getting 
the  consent  of  a majority  of  the  Texan 
people.”  The  Judge  was  followed  by  Hon. 
John  Wharton,  another  member  of  the  Con- 
tention, who  said:  “The  gentleman  who  has 
preceded  me  is  Unionist,  but  I am  not.  I 
am  a Secessionist,  and  I would  rather  be  a 
'Secessionist  than  an  angel  in  Heaven.” 
After  making  a spirited  appeal,  and  showing 
the  many  differences  between  his  ideas  and 
those  of  the  gentleman  who  had  preceded 
him,  he  quietly  remarked  that  though  they 
differed  in  many  things,  they  agreed  in  this 
way,  that  the  ordinance  which  had  passed  the 
convention  should  go  to  a vote  of  the  peo- 
ple and  so  it  did. 

During  the  late  war.  Judge  Hughes  en- 
listed in  Company  A,  Charles  Morgan’s 
Battalion,  and  served  as  a private  until 
the  close  of  the  struggle.  He  served  in 
the  Western  Department,  under  Generals 
Green,  Price  and  Marmaduke,  and  served  in 
Arkansas  most  of  the  time.  On  account  of 
declining  health  he  returned  home  a short 
time  before  the  close.  He  afterward  re- 
sumed the  practice  of  law  in  Georgetown, 
which  he  continued  until  1890  In  1866 


Mr.  Hughes  was  elected  District  Judge,  but 
was  removed  from  that  office  during  the  re- 
construction period.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
District  Attorney  of  the  counties  of  William- 
son, Burnet,  Llano,  San  Saba,  Brown  and 
Lampasas,  holding  that  position  three  and  a 
half  years. 

Judge  Hughes  was  first  married  in  Novem- 
ber, 1856,  to  Miss  Susan  Doxey,  a daughter 
of  John  and  Rebecca  Doxey,  of  Missouri. 
To  that  union  were  born  three  children;  Mar- 
tha R.,  wife  of  Professor  C.  C.  Cody,  of  the 
Southwestern  University,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Claude  Cody,  Thomas  Hughes  and 
Dorrel;  John  D.,  engaged  in  the  cattle  busi- 
ness in  Georgetown;  and  Lou retta,  wife  of 
A.  A.  Booty,  a merchant  of  this  city.  The 
wife  and  mother  died  in  June,  1871.  She 
was  a membor  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
November  22,  1877,  our  subject  was  married 
at  the  residence  of  Mrs.  William  Short,  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  by  Rev.  M.  Conn,  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Lowrie  Duncan,  a daughter  of  David  and 
Henrietta  (Spence)  Duncan,  natives  of  Illin- 
ois. The  mother  was  the  youngest  daughter 
of  Dr.  Andrew  Spence,  of  Philadelphia.  He 
had  the  following  children:  Dr.  James,  who 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  graduated  at  Edin- 
burg University,  served  twenty  years  in  the 
British  army,  and  was  never  married;  An- 
drew B.,  deceased,  married  Miss  Alice  Hurry, 
of  Philadelphia;  Helen,  wife  of  Dr.  Henry 
Dewar,  ofLassodi,  Scotland;  and  Mrs.  Dun- 
can. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  Spence  had  four 
children;  Andrew,  Mary,  Alice  and  Helen. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewar  had  three  children: 
John,  Henry  and  Mary  (wife  of  Dr.  Gilman 
Kimball).  Mrs.  Duncan’s  parents  died  at  an 
early  age,  and  she  was  sent  to  Scotland  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  receiving  her  education  at 
Edinburg.  After  returning  to  Philadelphia, 
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she  met  and  married  David  Duncan,  a son 
of  Gardner  Duncan,  a native  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland.  Mr.  Gardner  Duncan  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  James,  David,  John,  Low- 
rie,  Mrs.  Jane  Rickards,  Mrs.  Marion  Ste- 
vens, Grace  and  Mrs.  Cecilian  D.  Francis. 
Mr.  Francis  was  United  States  Consul  to 
Victoria,  under  Lincoln,  of  whom  he  was  a 
great  friend.  Mr.  David  Duncan  was 
drowned  while  crossing  the  Sangamon  river, 
in  Illinois,  in  an  early  day.  His  wife  died 
of  cholera  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Their 
daughter,  Henrietta  Spence,  resides  with  her 
sister,  Mrs.  Hughes,  in  Georgetown.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hughes  have  one  child,  Thomas  P., 
a pupil  of  the  Southwestern  University.  Mrs. 
Hughes  is  a lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
and  is  a leader  of  the  social  circles  of  the 
city.  While  in  the  practice  of  law.  Judge 
Hughes  ranked  as  one  of  the  first  jurists  of 
the  State,  and  is  distinguished  as  a man  of 
integrity  and  public  spirit.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  the  former  also  affiliates  with  the  Masonic 
order.  Blue  Lodge  and  Chapter. 

I^UGH  BARTON,  a prominent  and 
I respectable  citizen  of  Bastrop 

1 county,  Texas,  has  been  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  this  place  since 
1854.  He  was  born  in  Tennessee,  January  3, 
1817,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Alabama,  where  he  was 
reared  on  a farm  and  received  a common- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  that 
State,  where  he  continued  until  1854.  That 
year  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Texas.  Upon 
his  arrival  here  he  located  near  where  he 
now  lives.  He  bought  a tract  of  land,  1,000 


acres,  100  acres  of  which  were  under  culti- 
vation. No  buildinors,  however,  had  been 
erected  on  it,  and  he  at  once  began  the 
work  of  improvement.  His  present  commo- 
dious residence  he  built  in  1870,  and  he  now 
has  400  acres  under  cultivation,  his  principal 
crop  being  corn  and  cotton.  In  1878  he 
erected  a store  building  and  opened  out  a 
stock  of  general  merchandise.  For  ten  years 
he  conducted  a successful  business,  at  the  end 
of  which  time'  he  sold  out  to  other  parties. 
He  has  also  been  connected  vdth  various 
other  enterprises.  For  many  years  he  ran  a 
cotton  gin.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was 
detailed  by  the  Government  to  run  the  pot- 
ash works  near  his  place,  and  was  thus  en- 
gaged all  through  the  war.  Before  the  war 
he  owned  a large  number  of  slaves. 

Mr.  Barton  is  a son  of  Dr.  Hugh  and 
Mary  (Shirley)  Barton,  both  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia, his  grandfather,  Roger  - Barton,  having 
come  from  England  to  this  country  and  set- 
tled in  the  Old  Dominion.  In  connection 
with  his  professional  duties  Dr.  Barton  also 
carried  on  farming  occupations.  He  died  in 
Alabama  about  1848,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  the  same  year.  Following  are  the 
names  of  their  children,  only  three  of  whom 
are  now  living,  viz.:  Armstead;  Roger; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  William  Dixon;  Arthur; 
Margarette,  wife  of  John  W.  Rutland; 
Mariah,  wife  of  E.  Carloss;  Hugh,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  John;  Clark,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years;  Louisa  V.,  wife 
of  L.  V.  Varren,  a resident  of  Austin,  Tex- 
as; and  James  L.,  who  died  in  Alabama. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  was  married  in 
Alabama,  in  1871,  to  Miss  Jennie  Harris, 
who  was  born  in  that  State,  May  19,  1841; 
and  soon  after  his  marriage  came  with  his 
bride  to  Texas.  Of  her  parents,  James  and 
Martha  (Mathews)  Harris,  we  record  that  her 
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fath  V was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1800,  was  a 
fanner  all  his  life,  and  died  in  November, 
1848;  and  that  her  mother,  a native  of  North 
Carolina  and  of  Scotcli  descent,  is  still  liv- 
ing at  the  old  homestead  in  Alabama,  where 
she  has  spent  over  fifty  years  of  her  life. 
The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  are  as 
follows:  Mary,  wife  of  Thomas  Drisdell; 
Clinch,  deceased;  William,  a resident  of 
Alabama;  Eliza,  wife  of  Robert  Corrie,  Ala- 
bama; Margaret,  who  died  when  young; 
Jennie,  wife  of  Mr.  Barton;  John,  of  Ala- 
bama; Samuel,  deceased;  Henrietta,  wife  of 
T.  L.  Fossick,  is  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Barto’  have  two  children:  John,  a merchant 
of  B.-Suicp  county,  Texas;  and  Hugh,  Jr., 
engaged  in  farming  in  this  county. 

Mr.  Barton  is  a supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  Mrs.  Barton  is  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 



\\  X\  OWENS,  a prominent  and 

enterprising  farmer  and  st(  ck-raiser 
*1  IL  of  Bastrop  county,  Texas,  dates  his 
birth  in  Alabama,  February  12,  1841.  His 
early  life  was  spent  on  the  farm  and  his  edu- 
cation was  limited  to  that  of  the  common 
schools.  In  1857  he  came  with  his  family 
to  Texas,  and  remained  with  his  parents 
until  the  war  broke  out.  In  1861  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Terry’s  regiment  of 
rangers,  and  was  assigned  to  service  in  the 
Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  was  a faithful 
soldier  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  was  in  many  hard  battles  and  numerous 
skirmishes,  and  in  all  his  service  was  never 
wounded  or  captured.  Only  about  a dozen 
of  the  original  100  with  whom  he  was  mus- 
tered in  at  the  beginning  of  hostilities  re- 
turned home  when  the  war  was  over. 


The  war  over,  Mr.  Owens  came  back  to 
Texas  and  engaged  in  farming  on  the  shares 
in  Washington  county.  In  1879  he  bought 
200  acres  of  land  in  Bastrop  county,  to  the 
improvement  ot  which  he  at  once  devoted 
his  time  and  attention.  To  his  original  pur- 
chase he  has  since  added  and  has  also  bought 
land  at  other  places  until  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  1,500  acres,  500  acres  of  which  are  under 
cultivation,  being  rented  to  other  parties.  In 
1882  he  built  a gin  with  a steam  power  and 
all  the  modern  improvements  for  public  gin- 
ning. And  he  also  built  a gristmill.  For 
a number  of  years  he  has  been  extensively 
engaged  in  the  cattle  business,  raising  and 
buying  and  selling.  For  some  time  he  also 
dealt  in  horses,  buying  them  here  and  driving 
them  to  Kansas,  but  this  he  quit  and  now 
confines  his  stock  business  to  cattle. 

Mr.  Owens  is  a son  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(Sprowel)  Owens,  natives  of  Virginia.  His 
parents  moved  from  the  Old  Dominion  to 
Alabama,  and  from  there,  as  above  stated,  to 
Texas,  settling  in  Limestone  county,  where 
his  father  died  in  1858,  and  his  mother  the 
following  year.  He  is  the  youngest  of  a 
family  of  ten  children,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  William  (who  died  before  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  born),  Elizabeth,  Bird, 
Hazleth,  Sarah,  Robert,  Thomas,  Jane,  Mar- 
tha and  William.  Thomas  and  William 
were  in  the  same  regiment  during  the  war. 

William  Owens  was  married  in  1882  to 
Miss  Mary  L.  Carter,  a daughter  of  Edward 
R.  Carter,  of  Virginia,  who  came  to  Texas 
in  1850  and  engaged  in  farming  here.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Owens  have  had  five  children,  one 
having  died  young.  Those  living  are  Lucy, 
Janie  S.,  Clyde  and  Arabel.  He  and  his 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Fraternally,  he  is  an 
1.  0.  O.  F.,  and  his  political  views  are  thor- 
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oiiglily  in  accord  with  Democratic  principles. 

For  the  first  land  Mr.  Owens  bought  in 
Texas  he  bought  §1  per  acre.  This  same 
land  is  now  valued  at  $20  an  acre.  He  has 
a fine  residence^  good  outbuildings,  etc.,  and 
twelve  tenant  houses. 

T(  M.  WELLS,  a prominent  farmer  and 
K I stock-raiser  of  Travis  county,  Texas,  a 
shrewd  business  man  and  esteemed  citi- 
zen, was  born  in  this  county,  January  28, 
1859.  His  parents,  Wayman  F.  and  Mary 
E.  (Bacon)  Wells,  were  early  settlers  of  this 
county  and  numbered  among  the  best  people 
in  this  vicinity. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  third  liv- 
ing son,  and  spent  his  youth  in  assisting  his 
father  in  the  latter’s  stock  business  and  in 
attending  school.  He  resided  on  the  home- 
stead until  his  marriage,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  business  for  himself.  After  the 
death  of  his  father,  he  purchased  the  interest 
of  two  of  the  heirs  to  his  father’s  estate,  for 
which  he  paid  $9,600,  and  now  owns  a landed 
estate  of  1,000  acres  of  as  fine  realty  as  is  to 
be  found  in  the  country,  260  acres  of  which 
is  under  a high  state  of  cultivation.  He  feeds 
about  100  head  of  cattle,  600  sheep  and  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  horses  and  mules  an- 
nually, and  is  justly  ranked  among  the  most 
substantial  citizens  of  his  community.  All 
this  prosperity  has  not  come  to  him  by 
chance,  however,  but  by  hard  and  persistent 
labor.  He  inherits  much  of  his  father’s  busi- 
ness ability  and  good  common  sense,  which, 
together  with  his  own  energetic  disposition, 
has  carried  him  forward  to  success.  He  is 
thoroughly  upright  in  all  his  dealings,  con- 
siderate to  all,  liberal  to  the  deserving  and 
unfortunate,  and  kind  to  every  one,  thus  gain- 


ing the  universal  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-men,  whose  best  wishes  he  enjoys  for 
his  future  prosperity  and  happiness. 

January  21,  1886,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Dillingham,  an  estimable  lady  of 
his  vicinity,  whose  father,  John  Dillingham, 
is  a prominent  resident  of  Travis  county. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  have  one  child,  Eva,  an 
active  and  intelligent  child,  who  promises  to 
become  a credit  to  the  family  and  the  State, 
in  which  she  was  born. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Wells  is  a stanch  Demo- 
crat, deeply  interested  in  the  public  welfare, 
and  active  in  all  matters  relating  to  local  ad- 
vancement, justly  deserving  to  be  classed 
wdth  the  representative  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity. 

B)  M.  WALES,  a successful  farmer  of 
^ Williamson  county,  was  born  in  Fa- 

^ yette  county,  Texas,  April  23,  1845, 

and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Florence,  this 
county.  In  1864  he  enlisted  for  service  in 
the  Confederate  army,  entering  Company  G, 
Baylor’s  Regiment  of  Cavalry,  in  the  Trans- 
Mississippi  Department.  He  served  about 
eighteen  months,  and  took  part  in  the  battles 
of  Mansfield,  Pleasant  Hill,  and  many  skirm- 
ishes. Mr.  Wales  now  has  two  farms,  con- 
sisting of  650  acres,  where  he  has  one  gin, 
and  also  owns  a half  interest  in  another. 
His  land  is  worth  about  $8,000.  Since  the 
close  of  the  war,  in  addition  to  his  general 
farming,  Mr.  Wales  has  also  been  largely  en- 
gaged in  the  stock  business. 

In  Florence,  July  17,  1878,  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Sallie  V.  Adams, 
a daughter  of  Dr.  Philip  and  Nancy  A. 
(Caskey)  Adams.  The  Adams  family  w'ere 
among  the  early  Puritans,  who  settled  at 
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Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  in  1622,  and  lived 
for  generations  near  Newbury,  that  State. 
The  grandparents  of  Mrs. Wales  finally  located 
in  Shelby  county,  Kentucky.  Dr.  Philip 
Adams  was  born  in  Newbury,  Massachusetts, 
in  1829,  is  a graduate  of  the  Lexington 
(Kentucky)  Medical  College,  and  has  prac- 
ticed his  profession  many  years  in  Florence, 
Texas.  He  was  married  in  this  city.  May  6, 
1856,  to  Nancy  A.  Caskey,  and  they  have 
had  eight  children,  namely:  Sallie  V.,  wife 
of  our  subject;  Mary  A.,  now  Mrs.  W.  L. 
Swinney,  of  Florence;  Lura  M.,  wife  of  J- 
L.  Paden,  of  Farinersville,  Texas;  Mattie  R., 
wife  of  William  Miller,  of  Florence;  John 
L.,  also  a resident  of  this  city;  and  George 
E.,  Susie  G.  and  Eleanor,  at  home.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wales  have  had  five  children:  Robert, 
Ella  Aurelia,  Winia,  Prosper  and  Hermer. 
Mr.  Wales  afliliates  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  his  wife  is  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church. 

AMES  KNIGHT,  Postmaster  of  George- 
town, was  born  in  Danville,  Vermilion 
county,  Illinois,  February  4,  1839,  a sou 
of  Dr.  William  and  Mary  A.  (Baugh)  Knight, 
the  former  a native  of  Montgomer.y  county, 
Ohio,  and  the  lattfer  of  Kentucky.  The  father 
studied  medicine  three  years  with  Dr.  Cole- 
man, an  old  physician  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
practiced  medicine  at  Danville,  Illinois,  and 
I in  the  fall  of  1847  removed  from  that  city  to 
•Texas,  settling  the  first  year  at  Brushy,  Will- 
t iamson  county.  In  1848  he  came  to  George- 
town, where  he  followed  his  profession  until 
death,  in  1860,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years. 
His  death  was  caused  from  exposure  while 
practicing  in  Illinois,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
health  he  came  to  Texas.  He  was  the  third 


practicing  physician  to  locate  in  this  State. 
Mrs.  Knight  died  in  the  fall  of  1880,  aged 
sixty-six  years.  She  was  a member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

James  Knight,' the  eldest  of  six  children, 
all  living  in  Texas,  was  educated  in  this  State. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  he  was 
serving  as  District  Clerk,  but  was  then 
warned  he  could  hold  the  office  no  longer. 
He  accordingly  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  river, 
and  became  one  of  General  A.  J.  Hamilton’s 
body  guards.  General  Hamilton  was  made 
Provisional  Governor  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  was  coming  to  Texas  to  take  charge  of 
the  State.  The  intention  was  to  march  on 
and  take  the  Capitol,  expecting  to  return 
home  six  weeks  after  starting,  but  General 
Banks  was  defeated  on  Red  river,  which 
necessitated  a retreat.  There  were  about  5,000 
Federal  troops  stationed  at  Brownsville, 
Texas,  vilio  expected  to  take  part  as  regulars. 
They  retreated  to  New  Orleans,  and  served 
out  their  time  of  one  year  in  that  State.  Mr. 
Knight  was  examined  with  others,  having  had 
a knowledge  of  medicine,  and  passed  an  ex- 
amination before  the  Medical  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers, was  appointed  Hospital  Steward,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  the  close  of 
the  struggle.  He  tried  to  take  part  in  the 
battle  of  Mobile,  but  a New  Orleans  Com- 
manding General,  who  was  appointed  after 
General  Butler,  forbade  their  going,  telling 
them  if  captured  they  would  be  shot  as 
spies. 

In  August,  1865,  Mr.  Knight  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Georgetown,  which  he  con- 
tinued twelve  years.  When  he  first  came  to 
Williamson  county  it  contained  only  a few 
families.  At  one  time  they  were  holding 
court  in  the  log  court  house  when  several 
buffaloes,  which  were  being  chased  by  dogs 
and  horsemen,  ran  through  the  town,  and 
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tliej  were  killed  almut  a i|iiarter  of  a mile 
Itelow  (ieorootown.  Mr.  Kiiiolit  in  tlio>e 
early  dayi^  f^aved  tlie  life  of  lii>  e(»ii?iti  twice 
in  one  day,  first  l»y  kiliiiio  a lar;^i‘  American 
lion,  and  next  a laroe  wild  male  lio<f.  After 
closing  Ids  mercantile  ltusitie.<s  our  .‘■ulijeet 
began  driving  c ttle  to  Kansas,  continuing 
that  occupation  three  years,  and  wa>  the 
second  man  to  drive  cattle  from  Wdlliamson 
county  to  that  State.  He  then  fanned  for  a 
time,  and  next  began  gardening,  having  also 
raised  the  first  strawberries  in  this  county, 
si.\  miles  west  of  Georgetown,  at  North  (iab- 
riel.  May  14,  1890  he  was  appointed  Post- 
master of  Georgetown,  and  his  official  work 
has  given  the  highest  degree  of  satisfaction. 
As  a citizen ’Mr.  Knight  has  always  interested 
himself  in  all  movements  that  tend  to  im- 
prove the  conditions  of  life,  and  promote  the 
general  welfare  of  the  comm  unity.  lie  was 
appointed  District  Clerk  under  General  Ham- 
ilton soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  served 
until  the  time  for  the  regular  election,  and 
was  then  elected  to  that  office.  At  the  fol-  ' 
lowing  election  he  was  defeated  by  only 
twenty-five  votes,  which  was  a remarkable 
race  for  a Union  man,  and,  had  he  canvassed 
the  county,  in  all  probabilities  would  have 
been  elected.  While  the  canvass  was  in  pro- 
gress he  had  gone  with  a drove  of  cattle  to 
Kansas. 

Mr.  Knight  was  married  in  December,  ^ 
1861,  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Morrow,  a daughter 
of  A.  W.  Morrow,  of  Georgetown.  They  ■ 
have  seven  children,  namely:  William  W., 
who  has  served  as  Deputy  Postmaster  about 
eight  years,  both  in  Georgetown  and  Abilene; 
Eli,  a stock  raiser  of  Glasscock  county,  on  the 
extretne  frontier,  married  Miss  Ruth  Mc- 
(Hiire,  of  Texas,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Alary  wife  of  Noble  Fisk,  of  the  same  county, 
and  they  have  three  children ; Nannie,  a grown 


sin 

dmiglitri'  at  liiiinc;  l-.tlicl.  wlm  dicil  Dcri'inlicr 
8.  I s'.in,  aged  -ixtecn  year.- ; and  .\nna  and 
(ilad\>  attemling  .'cliool.  .Mr.  ami  .Mr>. 
Kniglit  ai'r  member.'  <>t  the  Preslu  terian 
Climvli.  Sdciallv,  Mr.  Ixniglit  i,  a mcml)er 
(if  Phil  Sheridan  Pu't,  .\n.  t-’o,  <1.  A.  P.  He 
take'!  but  little  interest  in  jtolitic.'.  He  is  one 
of  the  jiiotieer.'  of  the  county,  and,  although 
luA  an  old  man,  has  liveil  to  see  womlerful 
changes.  He  is  a highly  esteemed  citizen, 
wiiore  friends  tire  a.>  tiumerous  as  hi,>  ac- 
quaintances, and  is  a true  man  in  every  setise 
of  the  word. 


j H.  KENNEPLY,  Postmaster  at  (bid- 
dings, Texas,  was  born  in  Texas,  on  the 
present  site  of  Caldwell,  then  in  Alilam 
county,  January  17,  1831.  His  parents  were 
Everton  and  Susanah  (Farner)  Iveunerly,  the 
former  a native  of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of 
Virginia.  His  father  came  to  America  when 
eight  years  of  age  and  settled  in  Georgia. 
His  business  was  that  of  a farmer,  and  he 
died  about  1839,  at  the  age  of  forty-two.  He 
had  come  with  his  wife  to  Texas  in  1829, 
when  the  present  State  was  yet  a part  of 
Mexico,  and  they  made  their  first  stopping 
above  Austin.  He  came  in  Haven’s  colony, 
but,  later,  joined  Austin’s  colony.  The 
mother  died  at  Independence,  Washington 
county,  in  1843. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
had  four  children;  the  eldest,  Elizal>eth,  mar- 
ried Enoch  Martin,  and  both  are  now  de- 
ceased, .-'he  dying  P'ebruary  14.  1870,  having 
been  born  January  6,  1829.  ()ur  subject 
wa>  the  .'ccond  of  the  family.  The  third  was 
Stc\en.  who  died  at  the  age  (J  fourteen;  and 
the  fourth  wa>  Tacitus  II.,  who  married  Mary 
Palmer. 
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HlnrOHY  OF  TEXAS. 


Our  subject  was  engaged  in  farming  all 
his  days  until  he  was  appointed  to  his  pres- 
ent position,  in  August,  1889,  since  which 
time  he  has  made  a good  and  efficient  officer. 
He  was  a resident  or  Washington  county,  be- 
fore the  runaway  scrape  ” in  1836.  lie  has 
seen  the  rough-and-tumble  of  Te.xas  pioneer 
life,  and  has  always  hated  the  institution  of 
slavery.  He  was  an  abolitionist  in  the  days 
when  it  took  courage,  grit  and  muscle  to 
be  one,  being  one  from  principle.  He  never 
cast  a vote  for  any  president  until  1868,  lie- 
cause  there  was  no  electors  for  whom  to  vote. 
He  has  lived  through  five  different  govern- 
ments in  Texas,  and  is  a pioneer  of  the  pio- 
neers. He  took  part  in  the  late  war,  joining 
Company  A,  of  F.  M.  Waul’s  Legion  of  Cav- 
alry, and  was  in  Van  Dorn’s  raid  around 
Holly  Springs,  in  1862;  was  at  Vicksburg, 
engaged  in  courier  doty,  and  was  in  many 
skirmishes,  but  was  never  severely  wounded, 
nor  was  he  ever  taken  prisoner.  He  was 
arrested  several  times  for  telling  too  plainly 
what  he  thought,  and  was  made  to  serve  on 
guard  duty  as  punishment.  He  was  at  home 
on  furlough  when  the  war  closed  and  has 
never  served  in  official  capacity  until  the 
present  time.  • 

In  1854  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Katie  Williams,  a daughter  of  Allen  B. 
Williams,  of  Washingon  county,  and  they 
have  had  five  children:  Everton  W.,  who 

married  Ada  Hossey,  whose  four  children  are:  ! 
Dave,  Willie,  Tenne  and  l*iea.sant.  Eliza-  ^ 
beth,  lx)rn  in  April,  1857,  married  Alexander  i 
Dunn;  she  died  in  March,  1886;  her  four  , 
children  were:  Dora,  Walter,  Orpha  and  | 

Gimma.  David  married  Nannie  ( 'aiiipl»ell. 
and  they  have  three  eliildren.  Katie  marrird 


mother,  bom  March  12,  1833,  died  January 
12,  1870.  She  was  a member  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  Our  subject  was  married 
a second  time;  February  1,  1872,  to  Mrs. 
Hatinah  (Hunton)  Hughes,  a daughter  of 
John  Hnntpn,  and  three  children  have  been 
born  of  this  union:  Tlionta-s  M.;  Coke  and 
Arthur.  This  Mrs.  Kennerly  died  August 
5,  1885,  aged  about  fifty-three,  and  onr  sub- 
ject was  married  a third  time  in  April,  1886, 
to  Mrs..  Mattie  L.  Baker,  a native  of  Geor- 
gia. She  also  had  been  married  twice  before, 
her  first  husband  having  been  Jesse  Massie, 
by  whom  she  had  three  children,  and  her 
second  husband  was  W.  M.  Baker,  by  whom 
slie  liad  one  child,  Annie. 

Postmaster  Kennerly  is  a most  efficient 
public  official,  judging  from  his  management 
of  the  postoffice  at  Giddings.  As  a citizen 
he  has  received  merited  esteem  from  his 
neighbors,  as  he  has  always  been  found  firm 
as  a rock  for  truth,  honesty  and  uprightness. 

M.  RECTOR,  Sr.,  deceased.  During 
the  ’50o,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Travis 
county,  where  now  stands  the  enter- 
prising little  town  of  Manor,  there 
settled  a number  of  families — -the  Rectors, 
Parsons,  Towns,  Hills  and  others  -who  were 
peculiarly  fitted  in  point  of  intelligence  and 
social  standing  to  give  tone  and  polish  to  the 
sturdy  hut  rather  unpolished  elements  that 
had  preceded  them.  It  is  not  the  desire  to 
ill  any  way  detract  from  the  high  character  of 


the  early  scttlcr>;  hut  the  time  and  thoiiglit 
of  till'  early  dcxan  wa-  too  tiilly  occupied 
with  d l.'CI  pi  111  i I|o  t hr  ( 'll!  1 1 a lie  he  and  .Mi'xican 
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known,  and  his  family,  constituted  an  irnpor 
tant  factor  in  the  community  aforesaid,  and 
still  continue  to  exert  an  influence  for  ffood, 
although  the  head  of  the  family  has  passed 
the  borders  of  the  dark  river 

The  Rectors  are  a family  of  German  de- 
scent, emigrating  to  this  country  in  early 
colonial  days.  For  generations  they  lived  in 
Virginia,  and  were  connected  in  state-craft 
and  educati(m  with  the  best  families  of  the 
Old  Dominion.  The  distinguished  trait  of 
the  family  is  its  intellectuality,  a larger  pro- 
].ortion  of  the  males  being  honored  members 
of  the  different  professions.  The  father  of 
our  deceased  subject,  Benjamin  Rector,  moved 
to  Sevier  county,  Tennessee,  thence  to  Mar- 
shall county,  Alabama,  and  in  1847,  together 
with  a large  company  of  his  children  and  re- 
lations to  Bastrop  county,  where  he  died. 
During  his  lifetime  he  was  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  each  community  in  which  he  lived, 
passing  much  of  his  time  in  offices  of  public 
trust.  He  reared  a large  family,  all  of  whom 
were  more  or  less  protninent  in  later  Texas 
development 

Judge  T.  M.  Rector  was  born  in  Sevier- 
ville,  Sevier  county,  Tennessee,  November 
14,  1801.  He  studied  law  with  Judge  Wil- 
liams, of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and  at  twen- 
ty-one was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  soon 
hung  out  his  shingle  in  Bellefonte,  the 
county  seat  of  Jackson  county,  Alabama,  and 
was  not  long  in  establishing  a reputation  as 
an  expounder  of  the  law,  equaled  by  few  in 
north  Alabama,  where  he  practiced  before  all 
the  courts  of  the  State.  Recognizing  his 
merit,  the  people  of  Jackson  county  put  him 
in  as  their  County  Judge,  and  for  a number 
of  3'cars  he  served  them  in  that  capacity. 

In  1853,  he  followed  his  relatives  to  Texas, 
being  the  last  of  the  family  to  leave  old  Ala- 
t,  hama.  As  mentioned  before,  he  settled  in 


the  eastern  part  of  Travis  county,  where,  in 
his  vocation  as  a tiller  of  the  soil,  he  achieved 
the  same  degree  of  success  he  attained  as  a 
lawyer.  So  well  was  he  pleased  with  hus- 
bandry, he  never  again  re-entered  the  cour  ^ 
room  as  a lawyer,  although  he  continued  to 
have  an  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to 
his  profession. 

Judge  Rector  died  February  19,  1892,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  He  re- 
tained his  energies,  both  mental  and  physical, 
to  the  very  last,  dying  with  an  attack  of  la 
grippe  superinduced  by  a too  free  exposure  '* 
of  himself  in  an  inclement  spell  of  weather 

In  religious  faith  he  was  an  Episcopalian  ’’ 
and  an  honored  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, Royal  Arch  degree.  Of  him, 
friend  who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  ^ 
him  in  life,  says  : 

“Judge  Rector  was  twice  married;  first  to  ^ 
a Mi  ss  Wilson,  of  Jackson  county,  Alabama, 
who  lived  but  a few  months,  dying  without 
issue.  About  1831  Ije  married  in  the  same 
county  a widow,  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Lancaster,  ' 
nee  Hudson,  daughter  of  Captain  John  Hud- 
son, who  went  from  Virginia  to  Alabama. 

This  lady  had  two  children  by  her  former 
husband:  Ann,  deceased,  and  John  N.,  now  a 
resident  of  Lockhart,  Texas.  To  their  mar- 
riage were  born  five  children:  Kate  E.,  liv- 

ing  at  the  old  homestead,  the  wife  of  John 
W.  Brown;  F.  B.,  whodiedin  infancy;  T.  M. 

Jr.,  a prosperous  farmer,  near  Manor;  Lucy 
J.,  an  invalid  lady  living  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Brown;  and  Landonia  M.,  who  married  John 
H.  Washington,  of  Manor,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased.” 

A friend  says:  “T.  M.  Rectot,  Sr.,  took  a* 

great  interest  in  the  education  of  the  young. 

One  of  his  last  acts  before  leaving  Alabama 
was  to  assist  in  building  a Masonic  hall  and 
female  seminary,  which  was  completed  in 
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1853.  He  also  took  part  in  the  organization 
of  Parsons’  Lodge,  No.  222,  at  Manor, 
Texas,  of  which  he  was  Master  for  many 
years.” 

Such  is  an  epitome  of  the  life  of  one  of 
Travis  county’s  most  prominent  and  highly 
respected  citizens. 


f[OHN  ISRAELSO  N. — Among  the 
K 1 1 Swedish  pioneers  of  Williamson  county 
none  is  more  worthy  of  mention  in  this 
connection  than  John  Israelson,  who  has  re- 
sided here  since  1859.  He  was  born  in 
Sweden,  March  10,  1833,  and  was  reared  to 
the  life  of  a farmer,  becoming  accustomed  to 
the  hard  labor  of  tilling  the  soil.  His  father, 
Israel  Abramson,  \vas  a small  farmer,  and 
undet  his  careful  management  the  earth 
yielded  him  and  his  family  support.  He 
married  Anna  Stina,  and  they  reared  a fam- 
ily of  thirteen  children,  only  three  of  whom 
are  now  living:  John  is  the  subject  ot  this 
notice;  Anna  married  August  Anderson;  and 
Adla  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Anderson. 

The  successes  of  his  countrymen  in  Amer- 
ica proved  a temptation  not  to  be  resisted, 
and  he  finally  set  sail  at  Gottenberg  for  Bos- 
ton. After  many  weeks  on  the  deep,  land 
was  reached,  and  without  delay  he  proceeded 
to  New  York,  going  thence  to  Texas.  He 
first  went  to  Austin,  and  finally  to  William- 
son county,  where  he  found  employment  with 
John  Palm,  with  whom  he  remained  ten 
months.  He  next  worked  for  Mr.  Swenson 
for  one  year.  By  this  time  his  experience 
and  observation  had  taught  him  that  it  was 
better  to  farm  for  one’s  self  than  to  hire  one’s 
labor  to  another.  Accordingly  he  rented 
land,  but  his  operations  were  interrupted  by 
the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war.  During 


this  period  he  did  freighting  from  Mexico  t( 
San  Antonio,  and  when  at  last  peace  wai 
declared  he  took  charge  ot  a herd  of  sheej 
for  a Mr.  Forsythe.  At  the  expiration  ol 
three  months  he  went  to  Mexico,  where  In 
herded  sheep  and  tramped  through  the  coun 
try  for  a period  of  two  and  a half  years 
While  this  occupation  was  not  particular!) 
profitable  from  a financial  standpoint,  it  was 
rich  -in  varied  experience,  and  quite  worth 
the  time  thus  spent. 

Coming  back  to  Palm  valley,  he  engaged 
in  driving  cattle  for  the  Palm  brothers,  mak 
ing  trips  to  Kansas  and  other  distant  points. 
At  the  end  of  another  year  he  determined  to 
abandon  his  roving  life  and  devote  himself 
to  some  fixed  occupation.  He  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  and  finally  invested  his 
means  in  land,  purchasing  103  acres.  He 
has  made  most  admirable  improvements,  and 
has  one  of  the  most  desirable  homes  in  the 
county.  He  has  sixty  acres  under  good  cul- 
tivation, and  in  addition  rents  some  land. 
Profits  come  slowly  yet  surely,  and  wise  in- 
vestments are  sure  to  bring  a competency. 

Mr.  Israelson  was  united  in  marriage  in 
the  autumn  of  1870  to  Miss  Mary  Kugland, 
one  of  his  countrywomen;  they  have  had 
born  to  them  seven  children:  Anna,  wife  of 
Andrew  Johnson;  Adla,  Gustave,  Hannah, 
Nora,  Esther,  and  one  tliat  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Israelson  are  supporters  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  and  most  exemplary  mem- 
bers of  the  community  in  which  they  live. 

If  RYIN  A.  McFADIN,  deceased,  was  born 
in  January,  1842,  in  Jefferson  county, 
-i  Texas,  being  the  third  son  of  David  H. 
and  Jerusha  (Dyches)  McFadin.  lie  was 
but  four  years  old  when  his  parents  re-^ 
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inoved  to  AV^illiamson  cminty,  and  his  youth 
was  passed  on  the  ranch  of  his  father,  wlio 
was  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  stock 
business.  His  early  education  was  secured 
in  the  old-time  subscription  schools,  and  upon 
attaining  matul*e  years  he  settled  upon  a por- 
tion of  the  old  homestead,  and  continued  in 
the  farming  and  stock  raising  business  in 
company  with  his  father.  He  was  a man  of 
rare  business  acumen  and  financial  shrewd- 
ness, amassing  a large  fortune  in  the  stock 
business,  and  that  within  an  almost  incredi- 
bly brief  time. 

He  was  married  in  18b3,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
N.  Moore,  a native  of  Mississippi,  and  a daugh- 
ter of  R.  W.  Moore,  who  came  to  Texas  about 
the  year  1858  and  settled  in  Milam  county, 
where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Mr. 
^and  Mrs.  McFadin  became  the  parents  of  four 
children:  David  Guy;  Dean;  Mary  Ellen, 
who  became  the  wife  of  O.  M.  Breeden;  and 
Ira, 

Mr.  McFadin,  like  his  father,  w'as  inde- 
pendent in  his  political  views.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  as  is  also 
his  widow. 

Mr.  McFadin  passed  to  his  reward  June 
11,  1888,  and  his  devoted  wife  is  still  living 
at  the  age  of  forty-seven  years. 


AJOR  T.  Y.  COUPLAND,  deceased, 
I I Jefferson  county,  Ala- 

Y'  bama,  October  16, 1836.  His  father 
' was  Hugh  Coupland,  a nephew  of 

Governor  A.  J.  and  ex-Senator  Morgan  C. 
Hamilton,  both  noted  Texas  characters.  Mr. 
C')’'plan(l  came  to  Texas  a few  years  before 
ti  e ( livil  war  and  resided  in  Austin..  He  was 
r-eputy  Sheriff  of  Travis  county,  under 
l^i'^rift  J.  W.  Blackburn,  for  a number  of 


years.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he 
and  Jack  Hamilton,  John  J.  Haines  and 
others,  not  desiring  to  participate  in  open  re- 
bellion against  the  flag  of  the  Union,  took 
refuge  in  Mexico  and  made  their  way  to  the 
Union  lines  at  New  Orleans.  They  offered 
their  service  in  defense  of  the  Union,  were 
accepted,  and  Mr.  Coupland  was  comtnis- 
sioned  Major  of  the  First  Texas  Cavalry. 
Governor  E.  J.  Davis  was  the  commanding 
General,  Colonel  Haines  being  an  officer  in 
the  same  command.  Major  Coupland  was  in 
active  service  exclusively  in  the  Western  De- 
partment. He  marched  from  New  Orleans 
to  San  Antonio,  and  was  there  mustered  ou|; 
in  the  summer  of  1865. 

After  his  discharge  from  the  service  Major 
Coupland  returned  to  New  Orleans,  where, 
December  21,  1865,  he  was  married.  He 
continued  his  residence  in  that  city  eighteen 
years,  or  until  1883.  For  a number  of  years 
he  was  Collector  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 
He  was  then  appointed  Deputy  Clerk  of  the 
United  States  Circuit  Court,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  1883,  when  he  came  to 
Texas  and  took  charge  of  that  portion  of  an 
estate  bequeathed  to  him  by  Morgan  C. 
Hamilton.  He  Avas  engaged  in  farming  and 
ranching  on  Brushy  creek,  and  many  hundred 
cattle  bore  his  familiar  brand.  Ill  health 
forced  him  to  dispose  of  his  stock  interest, 
but  he  gave  his  attention  to  his  farm  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  January 
3,  1890.  Mr.  Coupland  was  a gentleman  of 
fine  character,  pleasant  address  and  most  con- 
genial manner.  He  made  friends  wherever 
he  lived.  The  death  of  no  man  in  the  county 
has  caused  a more  general  and  deep-seated 
regret  than  that  of  Major  Coupland.  lie 
was  a Mason  and  a member  of  Hinwood 
Lodcre,  New  Orleans.  He  took  no  interest 
in  politics  after  coining  to  Texas,^  but  while 
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in  NewX^tleans  he' was  an  active  and  ener- 
getic supporter  of  the  princijdes  of  tlie  Re- 
publican party,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
deaA  was  true  to  his  convictions.  He  mar-, 
ried  Fannie,  daughter  of  Captain  Ward  well 
Cj.and  Ann  (Cunningham)  Flanders. 

'Captain  Flanders  \vas  an  old  sea  captain, 
a'rici  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  New 
Orleans.  He  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
February  16,  1811,  just  before  the  opening 
of  our  second  war  with  England.  His  father, 
Joseph  Flanders,  was  a sturdy  patriot  and 
participated  in  many  battles  of  the  American 
Povolution.  One  day  while  he  was  absent 
fi^m  home  the  Indians  raided  the  country, 
devastating  homes  and  murdering  women 
and  children,  but  his  brave  wife  made  her 
escape  with  her  children  and  reached  Salis- 
btiry  a few  days  later.  Captain  Flanders’ 
ancestry  in  America  dates  back  to  1650. 
‘When  a lad  the  Captain,  having  a desire  to 
go  to  sea,  was  placed  under  a sea  captain  for 
training,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  on  a 
whaling  vessel.  In  1826  he  established  his 
home  in  New  Orleans,  and  twelve  years  later 
-he  married.  When  the  Mexican  war  was  in 
jhmgress  Captain  Flanders  commanded  a ves- 
sel Engaged  in  transporting  .troops  to  the 
Mexican  coast.  He  was  a popular  officer. 
When  the  California  gold  fever  broke  out 
his  shfp  was  crowded  with  seekers  of  the 
precious  metal,  bound  for  the  new  El  Dorado. 
It  would  require  many  volumes  to  detail  the 
Captain’s  adventures  at  sea,  the  hardships  he 
endured  and  the  privations  he  encountered 
while  in  a convoy  of  vessels  near  one  of  a 
group  of  the  South  Pacific  islands.  He  wit- 
nessed the  strandingiof • a vessel  and  the  ter- 
rible atrocities  perpetrated  upon  the  defense- 
less men.  He  spent  one  winter  in  Behring 
sea.  During  the  Civil  war  he  remained  in 
New  Orleans,  taking  no  active  part  in  the 


conflict;  but,  being  the  son  of  a Revolution- 
ary soldier,  his  heart  was  full  of  love  for  the 
Union  and  his  sympathies  unmistakably  with 
the  Federal  army.  After  the  war  he  was 
appointed  surveyor  of  the  port.  Then,  for 
thirteen  years,  he  was  inspector  of  hulls, 
being  peculiarly  fitted  for  that  position  be- 
cause of  his  familiarity  with  all  classes  of 
vessels,  Benjamin  F.  Flanders,  brother  ofi 
the  Captain,  was  once  Military  Governor  of 
Louisiana^and  for  many  years  a chief  in  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department  at  New 
Orleans.  Captain  Flanders  and  his  wife  had 
children  as  follows:  Relief,  the  wife  of  F. 
A,  Woolfley;  Fannie;  Florence  A.,  now  Mrs. 
D.  J.  Goss;  Clement  C.,  cashier  of  the  Metro- 
politan Bank  of  New  Orleans;  Will  W.,  en^ 
gaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Lake  Charles^ 
Louisiana;  and  twelve  children,  deceased,  ^ 

The  only  child  of  Major  and  Mrs.  Coup- 
land is  Frank  Hamilton  Coupland,  now  resid- 
ing with  his  mother  and  engaged  in  farming. 
He  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  December  27, 
1866,  and  was  married  Novembers,  1888,  to 
Miss  Sophia  M.  Heilhecker.  They  have'  two 
little  daughters:  Fannie  R.,  born  January  10^ 
1890,  and  Gladys  S.,  July  8,  1892. 

On  Mrs.  Coupland’s  farm  was  fought  one 
of  the  most  celebrated  battles  known  in  Tex?\s 
history, — that  of  Battle  Creek, — in  which 
Jake  Burleson,  a brother  of  General  Edward 
Burleson,  was  killed. 


GH.  COFFIELD. — The  claim  is  soroi^ 
times  made  by  the  citizens  of  Rock- 
dale, and  it  seems  to  be  well  founded 
in  fact,  that  theirs  is  a town  of  young 
men.  A hasty  glance  at  the  personnel  o 
the  business  men  of  the  place  certainly  re 
veals  the  fact  that  very  few  of  them  are  mer 
of  advanced  age,  while  a large  number  aij 
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actually  as  y«*t  yuiing  in  years.  Young  blood 
counts  for  a great  deal  in  the  affairs  of  this 
life,  and  the  youthful  energy  and  enthusiasm 
that  have  been  infused  into  the  currents  of 
traffic  and  development  in  the  little  town  of 
Rockdale  during  the  twenty  years  of  its  ex- 
istence, have  told  wonderfully  in  its  history. 

C.  II.  Coffield  is  now  but  little  past  his 
forty-fifth  year,  and  of  his  life  eighteen  years 
have  been  spent  in  Rockdale.  He  is  one 
who  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  makino  of 
its  history,  and  one  whose  name  should  re- 
ceive mention  in  a review  of  its  growtii  and 
development. 

Mr.  Coffield’s  life,  like  the  lives  of  most 
of  the  successful  business  men  of  this  place, 
has  very  little  *in  it  of  the  romantic  or  un- 
usual. Romantic  careers  are  not,  as  a rule, 
successful  ones  from  a business  standpoint. 

Born  in  Martin  county,  Xorth  Carolina, 
in  1847,  he  was  brought  by  his  parents,-  in 
1859,  to  this  State  and  for  two  years  resided 
on  a farm,  where  his  time  was  divided  be- 
tween his  duties  as  a farm  hand  and  his  at- 
tepdance  at  the  then  well  known  school  of 
^ Soule  University,  at  Chapel  Hill.  He  was 
in  this  school  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  war,*  and,  with  the  ardor  of  youth, 
ran  away  from  the  institution  and  entered 
the  Confederate  army,  enlisting  in  Border's 
regiment,  composed  of  cadets  and  youths 
like  himself,  whose  chief  recommendation  as 
soldiers  was  their  ardor  for  the  cause  which 
they  had  espoused,  and  the  fact  that  Texas 
having  a vast  stretch  of  Gulf  coast  to  be  de- 
fended, was  wdlling  to  accept  boy  soldiers  for 
this  service.  From  the  date  of  his  enlistment 
until. the  close  of  hostilities  between  the  two 
sections,  young  Coffield  carried  a musket, 
discharging  his  duties  acceptably  in  field  and 
camp,  and  having  had  the  good  fortune  to 
escape  wounds  and  imprisonment,  laid  down 


his  arms  -it  the  gi-nci'a!  armi.'lice,  liapp\  iii 
the  thnuglit  that  he  had  boi-nc  bimsi-H'  a-  lie 
came  a true  SmitluTn  Imy. 

lie  rc'tunn-d  Immc  and  went  to  work  for 
wage-  ilriviiig  cattle  and  doing  whatc\cr  el-(‘ 
nf  lionc>t  laltor  that  caim,'  to  liand,  lieiiii^ 
variously  migaged  bn-  ten  xear.-  after  tlie 
close  <»f  the  war.  when,  in  Aimii.-t.  ISTb,  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  I'ockdale.  II  is  first 
empl<>yinen  there  was  as  bookkeeper  in  a di  ng 
store,  which  occupation  he  followed  for  three 
or  four  years.  He  then  forme<l  a partnership 
with  Hugh  I..  W'itcher  under  the  firm  name 
of  Witelnn-  it  ( offield,  and  migaced  in  Itiisi- 
ness  for  himself.  There  are  several  merean- 
tile  establishments  in  Kockdale  that  >eem  t<» 
an  outside  person  marvels  of  growth  when 
told  of  their  history,  and  their  enterprise 
noted  is  not  the  least  of  this  number.  From 
a small  line  of  common  hardware  and  cheap 
farming  implements  with  which  it  began  fif- 
teen years  ago,  it  has  come  to  embrace  a stock 
carrying  all  lines  of  hardware,  implements, 
vehicles  of  one  kind  and  another,  harness  and 
Saddles,  furniture  and  so  op,  representing  an 
annual  business  of  $b0,000. 

Mr.  Coffield  has  given  this  business  close 
attention  since  it  was  started  and  has  helped 
to  build  it  up  to  wdiat  it  is.  In  Jannary, 
1890,  associated  with  other  gentlemen  of 
Rockdale,  he  organized  the  First  National 
Rank  of  that  place,  and  he  was  elected  presi- 
dent, which  position  he  has  since  held.  He 
is  also  a stockholder  in  the  Ro<-kdale  Im- 
provement Company,  owners  and  operators  of 
the  water  woiks  and  electiic-light  plant;  in 
the  Cotton  Oil  .Mill,  the  Cotton  RIatform 
Company,  the  coal  mines  and  other  repre- 
sentative cntei'prises,  standing  ready  at  all 
times  to  contribute  of  his  means  to  anything 
looking  to  the  development  of  his  town  and 
Cl  unity. 
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For  three  or  four  vear^  jtaet  lie  lias  given 
particular  attention  to  the  real-estate  interest 
of  Rockdale  and  \ icinitv,  and  has  done  a great 
deal  towar<l  calling  attention  to  the  advant- 
ages of  this  locality  for  farming,  stock-rais- 
ing, fruit-growing,  mining,  nianufactitring, 
etc.  I 

Mr.  Coftield  is  one  of  those  men  who  keeps 
things  about  him  moving,  not  being  content 
to  plod  along  and  make  a living,  but  wishing 
to  see  everybody  at  someting  and  everybody 
doing  well,  and  particularly  desirou>  of  see- 
ing his  own  town  and  comity  develop  to  their 
full  capacity,  their  waste  places  filled  with 
happy  homes  and  their  thoroughfares  and 
markets  crowded  with  trade.  To  this  end  he  ' 
has  bent  his  energies  since  he  began  four  i 
years  ago  to  direct  attention  to  the  possibili-  ; 
ties  of  this  section  for  capitalists  and  home- 
seekers,  and  he  is  enjoying  the  satisfaction 
now  of  seeing  his  eft'ort.-  crowneil  with  at 
least  partial  success.  Ili>  epitomizing  of  the 
claims  of  Rockdale  and  vicinity  are  so  clear 
and  succinct  that  it  will  l»ear  repetition,  lie 
says:  “ Rockilale  is  the  lx*st  town  of  2,000 
people  in  Te.xas;  it  has  railroad  connection  ' 


North,  ,"<outh.  East  and  West;  si, 0(10,000 
taxable  value-;  low  rate  of  taxation;  L>apti>t, 
Methodist.  I'l'esliyterian,  ('bri-tian  and 
Catholic  churches;  best  free  school  in  the 
State;  good  banking  facilitie-;  etlicient  sys- 
tem of  water  work-  and  electric  lights; 
ample  hotel  accommodations;  brick  kiln 
making  2,000,000  brick  of  -uperior  <]iiality 
annually;  cheap  lumber;  an  un-mpas-ed 
fniit,  vegetable  and  melon  <Ji-trict;  average 
cotton  crop,  one-half  bale  to  the  acre;  best 
weekly  newspaper  in  the  State;  and  inex- 
hau-tible  mines  of  lignite  coal." 

Mr.  C'otlield  ha-  U‘en  too  bti-y  in  the  past 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  to  dvwelop  his  claims 
as  a politician.  He  has  held  but  few  otHce- 
— none  excej)t  local  positions.  He  is  a hem- 
ocrat  iti  faith  and  in  work-  when  tliere  i- 
need  of  his  working  foi-  the  success  of  hi' 
[varty.  He  i'  a member  of  the  Ma-onic  fra- 
ternity and  of  the  Knight-  of  Honor. 

On  Si'ptember  14.  l^Tl.  he  married,  at 
.'salado,  in  Itell  county.  .Mi'S  .Mary  E. 
Homier,  daughter  of  J.  C.  Homier,  of  that 
place,  an  old  'I’exan  w ho-e  residence  in  this 
State  dates  from  ISol. 
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